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thereon,  hy  a Legislative  System  of 

RIVER  POLICE. 
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VARIOUS  MAGISTRATES  AND  CORPORATIONS 
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^][\)  those  who,  hy  their  influence  in  the  State, 

sthmlated  ly  true  Patriotism  and  a Love  of  their 

Country,  shall,  at  the  present,  or  any  future  Period, 

carry  into  Effect'  the  Designs  which  are  explained  ly 

the  Author  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Permanency  and 

% 

Effect  to  the  Institution  of 

A RIVER  POLICE. 

for  securing  Commercial  Property  against  the  unex- 
ampled Depredations  to  which  it  has  been  Subject,  and 
\ 

far  improving  the  Morals  of  the  Maritime  Labourers, 

This  Work  is  humbly,  and 
Respectfully  dedicated,  by 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 


TPhe  importance  of  the  Work  now  oftered 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Public,  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  a General  Review  of  the  various 
matter  it  contains. 

The  Subject  is  in  many  respects  new ; while  the 
Details  which  arc  given  will  be  found  interesting 
in  no  common  degree  ; inasmuch  as  the  renovation 
of  the  Morals  of  a numerous  body  of  Individuals, 
and  the  protection  of  vast  masses  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty against  Fraud  and  Depredation,  is  the  principal 
object  in  view. 

In  discussing  a great  variety  of  topics,  which  will 
cpirte  under  the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Trea- 
tise, almost  every  rank  of  Society  will  find  beneficial 
Information  ; but  particularly  those  Classes  who  are 
concerned  in  Navigation  and  Commerce,  and  who 
follow  ?Cautical  Pursuits. 

From  the  numerous  ramifications  of  a Commercial 
intercourse  of  unexampled  extent  and  magnitude, 
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multitudes  of  Individuals  concerned  in  different  klmls 
of  Property  exposed  to  danger  on  the  River  Thames, 
become  more  or  less  interested.  In  faet,  it  may  be 
Said  to  aflect  a considerable  proportion  of  the  men 
of  Properly  in  tlic  whole  of  the  Mctro{)olis,  and 
almost  every  person  engaged  .in  Commercial  and 
Nautical  Pursuits  in  every  part  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, since  all  are  exposed,  more  or  less,  to  the 
injuries  and  inconveniences  which  the  suggestions 
contained  in  this  Work  arc  meant  to  remove  and  to 
prevent. 

To  jutlge  accurately  respecting  the  numerous 
Public  wrongs,  which  arc  detailed  in  this  Volume, 
the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  uncxamjjlcd  mag- 
nitude of  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the 
Port,  as  exemplified  in  the  First  Ch.aptcr;  and  also 
to  the  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Dc- 
predaiiotib  and  Injuries  as  recorded  in  the  Second, 
'I’hird,  and  I'ourth  Chapters.  For  the  purjxjsc  of 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  remedies  which  have  been 
applied,  and  the  success  of  an  experiment  attempted 
under  many  disadvantages,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  details  which  arc  given  in  the  I'iflh  and  Sixth 
Chapters.  It  will  be  .'seen  in  the  St'.vcnth  Chapter, 
that  it  is  not  the  Port  of  London  alone  w hich  has 
experienced  the  injuries  arising  from  Dc[)rcdations  on 
Coiiiincrcial  Property,  but  that  it  prevails  in  a con- 
siderable 
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Bidcrable  <kgree  wherever  Trade  is  carried  on.  The 
Legislative 'System  therefore,  which  has  been  pro- 
posed to  prevent  these  Depredations,  and  w'hich  is 
particularly  explained  in  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Chapters,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  and  useful  to 
every’  -Comniercial  Port  in  the  British  Empire,  inas- 
much as  the  remedies  which  are  suggested,  are  in 
many  respects  applicable  to  every  situation,  and  to 
most  circumstances  which  arc  likely  to  occur, 

A source  of  general  information,  (in  many  re- 
spects new,)  respecting  the  various  authorities  under 
whose  jurisdiction  the  'Police  df  the  River  is  con- 
ducted, will  be  found  detailed  in  the  Tenth,  EHeventh, 
Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Chapters;  while 
the  Penal  Laws  which  attach  to  Maritime  Offences, 
and  particularly  to  Local  Injuries,  as  they  relate  to 
the  Thames  below  and  above  Londoti  Bridge,  cannot 
£iil  to  be  useful  and  interestir>g  ; and  to  those  who 
follow  Nautical  Pursuits,  the  Abridged  View  of  the 
Statutes  applicable  to  these  affairs,  detailed  in  the 
Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Chapters,  and  the  General 
Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London,  which 
are  comprised  in  the  Seventeenth  Chapter,  (a  Com- 
pendium never  before  published,)  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  acceptable,  since  every  material  duty  to  be  per- 
formed, and  every  evil  to  be  avoided,  is  brought 
within  a very  narrow  compass. 

a ‘I  For 
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For  the  purpose  of  securing  purity,  and  regular 
and  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  under 
the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  a perusal  of  the 
Instructions  under  which  the  various  Classes  act, 
as  detailed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VII.  will  shew 
the  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systematizing 
this  part  of  the  design,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
their  services  effective  and  useful. 

The  Author  has  endeavoured  in  this  Work,  to 
draw  a circle  round  every  object  that  can  be  con- 
sidered in  any  degree  useful  to  the  Commerce  and 
Navigation  of  the  River  Thames ; and  under  an 
impression  that  all  that  can  be  considered  important 
or  necessary  will  be  found  within  this  Circle,  he 
humbly  hopes,  that  his  anxious  labours  to  promote 
the  interest  and  extend  the  security  of  the  Public, 
will  not  prove  in  vain.  * 

He  has  only  to  regret,  that  in  an  investigation  so 
laborious  and  extensive,  where  much  time  and  atten- 
tion is  necessary,  the  numerous  interruptions  he  has 
experienced  in  consequence  of  the  various  Public 
Duties  he  has  been  called  ujx)n  to  perform,  may 
have  unavoidably  occasioned  imperfections,  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  could  neither  have  oc- 
curred nor  furnished  an  excuse  for  soliciting  the 
indulgence  of  the  Reader. 

With 
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With  respect  however  to  the  legal  part  of  the 
Work,  where  the  danger  of  misleading  the  Public 
is  not  only  obvious,  but  would  in  this  or  any  other 
instance  be  unpardonable,  the  utmost  attention  has 
been  bestowed  with  respect  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
Abridgements  of 'the  Statute  Laws,  thefe  being 
stript  of  many  of  those  terms  which  arc  not  familiar 
to  common  Readers,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  prove 
beneficial  in  conveying  that  species  of  useful  know- 
ledge to  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  easily  obtained,  wl)ilc  it  fur- 
nishes a kind  of  Index  to  the  principal  Statutes  at 
large,  which  relate  to  Navigation,  Commerce,  and 
Nautical  Offences,  in  all  instances  where  interest  or 
.curiosity  impels  the  mind  to  pursue  more  elaborate 
researches. 

Where  Offences  arc  exposed,  and  various  classes 
of  Individuals  implicated  in  the  details  which  are 
given  in  this  Work,  it  is  from  a genuine  desire  to 
warn  those  whose  errors  and  vices  are  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Public,  .sgainst  a repetition  of  the 
same  evil  courses. 

It  is  not  punishment  in  any  case,  but  preveniion 
in  all,  which  has  stimulated  the  Author  to  record 
those  various  proceedings  which  constitute  the  mass 
of  turpitude,  which  has  so  long  affiiclcd  the  Trade 
of  the  River  Thames. 

A hope 
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A hope  is  to  be  indulged,  that  in  many  c^es  it 
noay  serve  as  a bcaeon  to  forewarn  the  unwary,  and 
to  arrest  the  hands  of  not  a few  of  tliose  who  have 
been  implicated  in  Offences  of  this  nature. 

}f  these  objects  shall  be  attained  by  a correct 
System  of  Nautical  Police,  and  by  a sense  of  the 
dangers  arising  from  the  various  ramifications  of 
turpitude  recorded  in  this  Volume : — If  it  shall  tend, 
as  the  Author  anxiously  hopes,  to  prevent  a repetition 
of  the  distresses  attached  to  Punishment,  and  the 
inexpressible  sufferings  of  the  families  and  relatives 
of  those  who  might  otherwise  have  been  betrayed 
into  the  commission  of  Penal  Offences,  he  will  feel 
himself  amply  rewarded  in  having  contributed  not 
less  to  the  cause  of  Humanity,  than  to  the  preser-  ^ 
vation  of  Morals  and  the  prevention  of  Crimes. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  by  those  who  may  feel  the 
force  of  the  Strictures  which  apply  to  acts  of  Delin- 
quency in  which  they  themselves  have  been  engaged, 
that  such  Strictures  do  not  immediately  proceed  from 
motives  connected  with  the  future  comfort  of  them- 
selves and  families. 

If  in  recording  such  a variety  of  Offences,  the 
turpitude  of  a part  of  the  Inferior  Officers  belonging 
to  his  Majesty’s  Revenue,  and  other  branches  of  the 
Public  Service,  have  been  brought  under  the  review 
of  the  Reader,  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  Author 

while 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


MEE^CB.  ' 

wbilc  ^x^oeccl  ihcir  qrors  ^u(l  ofi^c^  Uu 

their  eopditiqn ; — has  offered  p^iUal|v<;«,  and  cv^ 
piaadod  earnestly  for  ap  inorease  of  eptolppiept  a&  a 
means  of  angmenring  rbeir  comforts^  and  of  rcipqv- 
tng  the.  tcniptatipns  to  do  wrqpg  which  are  tqq  o/t^ 
excited  by  extrenpe  poverty. 

Property  obtained  by  criminal  and  unlawful  ateans 
is  the  never-failiog  source  of  ultimate  evil  to  the 
parties  concerned ; and  he  who  contributes  to  secure 
those  who  are  likely  tp  be  betrayed  into  a train  of 
miseries,  cannot  be  considered  as  unfriendly  even  to 
the  worst  of  the  human  race  ; since  the  object  in 
view  is  to  establish  an  antidote  against  calamities 
which  do  not  terminate  in  the  wretchedness  of  the 
Individuals  concerned  alone,  but  intails  distress  and 
* obloquy  on  an  innocent  offspring. 

Every  feeling  mind  must  deplore  the  fate  of  those 
who  are  thus  unhappily  circumstanced,  and  it  is  a 
painful  duty  indeed  when  Magistrates  arc  called  upon 
to  execute  their  Functions  in  cases  so  peculiarly 
calamitous,  while  the  distress  thus  felt  is  always 
augmented  by  the  reflection,  that  such  an  unpleasing 
task,  might  have  been  rendered  in  a great  measure 
unnecessary,  by  the  measures  of  prevention  which 
arc  suggested  in  this  Work. 

To  live  to  sec  such  measures  adopted  and  success- 
fully carried  into  effect,  will  prove  to  the  Author  a 
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source  of  the  most  genuine  gratification  : Nof 

ought  he  to  be  suspected  of  insincerity  or  motives  of 
a personal  nature,  since  the  efforts  which  are  exem- 
plified and  explained  in  this  Treatise,  have  attached 
to  him  no  personal  advantage ; while  at  the  same 
time,  he  is  not  a candidate  for  any  situation  however 
elevated,  in  the  System  he  has  proposed. 

Whether  his  efforts  relate  to  the  formation  of  the 
important  design  of  a River  Police,  or  to  the  Work 
now  offered  with"  all  possible  deference  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Public,  he  can  only  in  general 
state,  that  he  has  spared  no  labour  to  render  both  as 
far  as  circumstanees  would  admit— beneficial  to  the 
Coijnmerce,  Navigation,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port  of 
London,  and  (he  hopes)  generally  useful  to  his  , 
Country. 

, r 
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HEREVER  evils  and  crimes  exist  in  Society,  which 
have  not  only  been  felt  by  the  innocent  and  useful  part  of  the 
community  to  be  noxious  and  oppressive,  but  also  declared, 
by  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  to  be  objects  deserving  punish- 
ment— VV'here  such  evils  are  even  found  to  increase,  not- 
withstanding Legislative  Regulations  established  with  an  im- 
mediate view  to  prevention,  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is 
obvious. — Something  is  wanting  in  addition  to  the  mere 
letter  of  the  Law,  which  shall  operate  more  effectually  to 
the  relief  and  security  of  Society. 

To  no  local  department  does  this  observation  » pointedly 
apply  as  to  the  depredations,  embezzlements,  and  frauds, 
which  have  so  long  afflicted  the  Commerdfe,  Navigation,  and 
Revenue  of  the  Port  of  London. 

The  progressive,  and  (of  late  years)  the  very  rapid  increase 
of  its  Trade,  and  the  consequent  influx  of  Wealth,  without 
such  checks  being  regularly  applied  as  are  necessary  to  re- 
strain the  progress  of  vicious  inclinations,  has  certainly 
tended,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  production  of  crimes. — 
Hence  it  happens,  that  in  the  flux  and  reflux  of  Commercial 
Property,  greater  in  point  of  magnitude  and  extent  than  is 
known  to  exist  in  any  River  in  the  Universe,  the  Thames 
has  exhibited  to  the  mind  of  the  patient  inquirer,  scenes  of 
delinquency  and  turpitude,  certainly  unparalleled  in  any  dis- 
trict of  the  same  extent  in  the  known  World. 

To  explain  how  these  evils  have  arisen,  and  to  suggest 
effectual  remedies,  is  the  chief  object  of  this  Work. — ^The 
1 inquiry 
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iaquir)’  is  no  less  interesting  than  useful,  whether  it  r«- 
spccts  the  immediate  advantage  of  the  individual,  or  the 
welfare  of  the  State. 

To  those  whose  property  is  exposed  to  danger,  and  who 
have' been  long  suffering  under  the  yearly  spoliation  which 
has  been  experienced,  the  subject  cannot  fail  to  be  important. 
Nor  is  it  less  so  to  the  Nation  at  large,  when  the  benefits  arc 
contemplated,  which  must  result  from  a species  of  protec- 
tion, shielding  the  useful  and  industrious  part  of  the  Com- 
munity from  injury,  while  it,  at  the  same  time,  improves 
the  Revenue,  and  renovates  the  morals  of  a great  body  of  the 
lower  classes  of  Society. — Nor  are  these  benefits,  as  they 
apply  to  the  individual,  confined  to  one  Spot,  Nation,  or 
Country. — They  may  be  said,  with  truth,  to  extend  to  Na- 
vigators, Traders,  Manufacturers,  and  Agriculturists,  in 
every  part  of  the  civilized  World,  who  have  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  Port  of  London,  since  it  will  be  seen 
that  all  arc,  in  some  degree,  affected  by  the  extended  evils 
developed  in  this  Work,  and  of  course  arc  immediately  in- 
terested in  the  success  of  any  remedy  which  may  be  ap- 
plied. 

The  advantages  however  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped.  Com- 
merce in  general  is  to  derive  from  the  details,  and  the  infor- 
mations now  laid  before  the  Public,  arc  not  confined  to  one 
object  alone. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  great  Commercial  Port, 
have  ever  rendered  it  difficult  to  obtain  a perfect  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  its  Government  and  Police. — A general 
and  collected  view  of  the  manner  in  which  both  were  con- 
ducted, was  no  where  to  be  fotind. — The  various  regula- 
tions of  Trade,  and  the  Laws  and  Rules  which  governed  the 
Shipping  concerns,  were  little  understood  even  by  not  a 
few  of  the  Merchants  and  Ship-Owners  themselves,  and 
far  less  by  Navigators  and  Strangers  frequenting  the  Port.— 

The 
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The  infomution,  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Author 
to  collect  and  to  arrange  under  various  distinct  heads,  al- 
though highly  imporunt  to  be  known,  has  not  heretofore 
been,  in  many  instances,  accessible,  and  hence  many  incon- 
veniences have  been  experienced,  pecuniary  losses  suffered 
by  pillage  and  embezzlements,  and  even  penalties  incurred, 
which  a better  knowledge  of  the  abuses  and  evils  of  the  Port, 
and  its  Customs  knd  Laws,  might  have  prevented. 

In  discussing  a subject  therefore,  which  was  so  little  un- 
derstood, and  which  in  some  shape  or  other  may  be  said  to 
be  useful  and  interesting  to  the  whole  Commercial  World, 
and  certainly  to  every  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  it  became 
necessary  to  methodize  the  design  by  a variety  of  sub- 
divisions. 

I'he  Work  therefore  commences  with  a general  view  of 
the  state  and  progress  of  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of 
the  River  Thames  for  a Century.  Its  magnitude  and  im- 
portance is  not  only  explained  in  the  first  Chapter,  by  a 
reference  to  authentic  documents,  but  also  its  various  sub- 
divisions, whether  they  relate  to  Shipping  or  Merchandise, 
in  the  foreign  or  coasting  Trade, — In  these  different  depart- 
ments, specific  details  are  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader,  illustrated  by  Tables  not  less  curious  than  interest- 
ing, both  to  the  political  CEconomist,  and  Persons  engaged 
in  Commercial  Pursuits,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Nautical 
Profession, 

The  Moralist  will  probably  find  matter  for  contemplation, 
in  the  view  which  has  been  given  of  the  causes  tlut  have 
produced  a species  of  systematic  delinquency,  which,  in  iu 
different  ramifications,  exhibits  a display  of  turpitude  as  sin- 
gubr  as  it  is  unparalleled  ; and  each  class  of  Traders  will 
.not  only  discover  to  what  extent  in  the  aggregate  the  respec- 
tive branches  they  carry  on,  has  suffered  by  plunder  and 
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emh*zxUmmts~^knA  also  the  remedies  irhicb  have  been  sug« 
gested  for  their  future  securit)'. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  mind  is  led  to  a consi- 
deration of  the  numbers  componng  the  various  classes  of  de- 
linquents, through  whose  medium  these  extensive  depreda- 
tions have  been  committed,  in  which  is  exhibited  a melan- 
choly, btit  interesting  picture  of  the  state  of  morals  among 
the  lower  classes  of  the  People  employed  on  the  River 
Thames. 

These  details  will  afford  an  useful  lesson  to  Nautical  and 
Commercial  Men,  as  well  as  to  those  whose  province  it  is 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  Public  Revenue. — To  the 
Patriot  and  the  Philanthropist,  a wide  held  is  opened  for  the 
gratiheation  of  that  bias  which  tends  to  promote  the  general 
good  of  Society. 

Nor  can  those  who  really  love  their  Country,  and  seek 
anxiously  to  promote  its  prosperity,  aroid  experiencing  that 
species  of  satisfaction  which  is  peculur  to  ingenuous  and 
benevolent  minds,  when,  in  the  progress  of  this  Work,  it 
is  discovered  that  a partial  remedy  has  already  been  applied, 
with  a considerable  degree  of  success,  in  removing  many  of 
the  evils  which  exist.  This  satisfaction  will  be  increased, 
when  it  is  demonstrated  that  a few  apposite  Legislative  Re- 
gulations, with  a very  moderate  pecuniary  fund  to  support 
a well-regulated  River  Police,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  protecting  influence  of  the  design,  not  only  to  every 
species  of  Commercial  Property  upon  the  River  Thames, 
but  also  with  the  same  advantages  to  the  National  Revenue, 
and  to  the  Public  Stores,  whether  floating  or  in  his  Majesty's 
Arsenals. — While,  from  the  vigilance  of  the  system,  the  evil 
dcsigus  of  incendiaries,  who  meditate  ruin  and  conflagratioq 
among  the  Shipping,  will  also  be  defeated. 

It  may  be  truly  said  to  be  the  triumph  of  reason  and  mo^ 

rality. 
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niityi  when  instltudons  are  formed,  and  regulations  sflnc- 
tioacd  by  the  Legislature,  to  renovate  mankitid  in  a course  of 
criminal  turpitude.  Thus  rescued  from  the  severe  penalties 
of  the  Law,  the  powers  of  nnind  and  body  which  had  been 
employed  in'pursuits  of  delinquency,  are  turned  to  objects 
of  useful  industry. 

Whereter  this  can  be  effected,  it  is  also  the  triumph  of 
humanity,  since  it  promotes,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  hap- 
piness and  the  comfort  of  the  liuman  race. 

Through  this  medium  is  discovered  the  utility  of  a correct 
and  wcH  regulated  Police;  without  whkh,  in  those  days, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  Society,  and  particularly  since 
dm  Nation  has  been  blessed  with  such  an  influx  of  wealth, 
and  the  temptations  arising  from  the  circulation  and  removal 
of  such  masses  of  Commercial  Property,  have  becotne  so 
strong,  it  is  not  possible  to  controul  and  keep  within  bounds 
the  tumultuous  and  ungovernable  passions  of  those  who  are 
unawed  by  a sense  of  moral  duty,  and  in  no  respect  re- 
strained by  religious  principles. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  powerfully  inculcated,  that 
Arrangements  which  have  for  their  object  the  Security  of 
Innocence  and  the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  ought  by  no 
means  ever  to  be  considered  as  an  Infringement  of  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Subject  ; since  the  effect  of  tlic  System  is  in 
reality  to  extend,  and  by  no  means  to  abridge,  those  Privi- 
leges which  are  secured  to  every  member  of  the  body  politic, 
who  has  not  forfeited  his  natural  rights  by  Offences  against 
the  Laws  of  his  Country. 

In  restraining  and  preventing  the  Commission  of  Crimes, 
die  natural  Rights  of  the  Innocent  become  more  emnded 
»d  protected  ; the  security  of  the  unoffending  individual 
is  strengthened,  and  the  general  State  and  Condition  of  Sb- 
Ciety  is  Improved. 
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In  Older  to  promote  this  important  object,  the  Author  has 
ventured  to  submit  this  Work  to  the  Public ; and  as  the  sug- 
gestions offered  by  him  for  correcting  a variety  of  evils 
which  in  their  progress  and  extent  threaten  the  most  alarn>- 
ing  consequences,  are  strengthened  by  the  result  of  actual 
experiment,  and  by  no  means  rest  on  speculation,  he  ventures 
to  indulge  a hope,  that  they  may  claim  the  support,  and  excite 
the  attention  of  those  whose  province  and  interest  it  is  to 
assist  in  administering  a remedy. 

That  it  is  a matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  guard  the 
Morals  of  the  numerous  Classes  who  are  employed,  and  by 
whose  labours  the  extensive  Trade  of  the  River  Thames  is 
carried  on,  is  not  only  evident,  from  the  unexampled  magni- 
tude of  this  trade ; but  from  a view  of  the  ntunber  of  indi- 
viduals who  compose  these  classes.* 

While 

* The  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames  tmplojt,  and  gives  Employ, 
menr  to  at  least  120,000  Individual*  of  different  ages,  who 
may  be  divided  into  two  Classes,  and  estimated  as  follow  : 


1st.  the  employers. 


1.  Merchants  and  Ship  Owners  in  all  branches  - 

4100 

2.  Factors  and  Agents  ... 

450 

3.  Brokers  of  all  denominations 

570 

4.  Wliolesale  Warehousemen 

j6o 

5.  Manufacturers  for  Exportation  . 

2200 

6.  Finishers  and  Packers  ... 

37» 

7.  Ship  and  Boat  Builders  [35  Docks] 

3S 

li.  Rope.makcn  .... 

3? 

9.  Scul-makcrs  .... 

3* 

10.  Block-makers  and  Ship-chandlen,  &c. 

IS.  Master  Lightermen,  including  Coaklighters 

270 

(2.  Wharfingers,  including  Coasting- trade  • 

- 

Sf 
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• While  this  trade,  unparalleled  in  point  of  tnagnihide,  sup- 
pom  at  least  000  individuals  of  different  ages,  and  perhaps 

' 500,000 


13.  Tackle-bousc  Porters  . 22 

14-  Caiuons  or  Carmen  [420  Carts]  - - too 

15.  Master  Coopen  - • . • 120 

16.  Master  Trunk  box.makers  ...  90 

17.  Master  Lumpers  for  unlading  Ships  . . 140 

18.  Coal  Undertakers  for  unlading  Ships  . . 25 

19.  Coal. merchants  and  Dealers,  &c.  . . 430 

10.  City  of  London  [principal  Officers]  - ‘ . 15 

21.  Trinity  Corporation  [principal  Officers]  . . 8 

a a.  Revenue  Boards,  including  principal  Officers  - 600 

a 3.  Sundries,  Merchants,  Owners,  &c.  Sec.  already 


inserted.  . . < 


Total 

10,2  JO 

2d.  the  PERSON’S  EMPLOYED. 

i.  Seamen  and  Boys,  Riggers,  &c. 

* 

33.000 

— Clerks  and  Labourers  'i' 

* 

12,000 

2.  Clerks  and  Labourers 

• 

1 ICO 

3.  Clerks  and  Labouren,  See. 

iz;o 

■ 4.  Clerks,  Apprentices,  and  Labourers. 

1500 

5.  Clerks,  journeymen,  and  Labourers 

m 

40,000 

€.  Clerks  and  Labourers 

m 

1500 

7.  joarneymen  Shipwrights 

m 

1 too 

8.  Journeymen  Ropc-spinners  and  Boys 

m 

5oo 

<9.  journeymen  Sail-makers. 

m 

jOO 

lO.  Journeymen  Block  and  Oar  Makers,  &c. 

• 

45® 

11.  Journeymen  Lightermen 

• 

' 3000 

Watermen  in  Wherries 

* 

$000 

It.  Gangsmen 

• 

ago 

Labourers 

• 

1000 

tj.  Ticket  Porters  at  the  Water.sld« 

500 

14.  Journeymen  Carmen 

m 

500 

15.  Jouroeyicsn 

xxxa 
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600,000,  hocluding  the  families  of  those  who  derive  subsist- 
once  from  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  River. 
While  it  furnishes  a resource  producing  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  public  revenues,  it  becomes  a matter  of  deep  interest 
in  a political  point  of  .view,  that  every  avenue  to  Fraud  and 
l>elinquency  should  be  shut  up,  and  the  most  perfect  system 
adopted  in  the  Police  of  this  great  commercial  port ; not 
only  as  it  may  relate  to  those  facilities  and  accommodations 
ivhich  Commerce  requires,  but  also  with  respect  to  the 
discipline  and  morals  of  the  labouring  people. 

Towards  attauning  both  these  objects,  it  is  humbly  hoped 
that  this  Work  may  prove  of  some  considerable  utility.  The 
most  prominent  evils  are  here  placed  under  the  review  of  the 
Public,  together  with  the  remedies  which  have  been  con- 
ceived best  calculated  to  remove  them.  A record  is  thus 
made  of  the  quantum  of  Iniquity  has  too  long  distressed 
the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames,  and  which,  unless  ar- 


ty. Jeumeymen  Coopers  • - - - 750 

16.  Journeymen  Trunk  and  Box  Makers  - . 4jo 

17.  Working  Lumpers,  &c.  - . • 14O0 

18.  Coal  Heavers  . • • • 800 

19.  Coal  Porters  - ^ 

— Coal  Carters  - - . .450 

ao.  Coal  Meters  and  Meters'  Men,  about  - - aoo 

Com,-  Salt,  and  Fruit  Meters  • . . ryy 

at.  Pilot»i  about  . ' - . . zoo 

BallaH  Lightermen,  &c.  ' . . . 120 

— . Bumboatmen  - . - * * *55 

*a.  Inferior  Officers  on  River  Duty  - - 1400 

ay  Watchmen  - . , . 1000 

Fishermen  of  various  classes  - - - - 1250 


Total  120,000 


rested 
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teSKd  in  its  progress  by  being  exposed  and  laid  open  to  public 
riew,  might  have  insensibly  ' arisen  to  such  an  excessive 
height  as  to  have  rendered  it  impossible  to  have  accom* 
plished  a cure  by  the  common  Arm.  of  the  Law. 

The  utility  of  this  species  of  knowledge  to  all  ranks  of 
commercial  and  nautical  men,  not  only  in  London,  but  iq 
every  port  or  place  where  Trade  is  carried  on,  must  be  evi- 
dent to  those  who  peruse  this  Work  ; since  in  some  shape 
or  other  the  information  which  is  conveyed  may  be  turned 
to  advantage. 

The  Digest  given  of  the  different  Laws,  but  particularly 
the  penal  Statutes,  as  they  apply  to  imutical  affairs,  will 
be  found  important  to  those  who  follow  such  pursuits  ; 
while  the  specification  of  the  material  parts  of  those  Laws 
which  relate  to  Caa/s,  Fish,  fVattrmen,  and  other  matten 
immediately  conneaed  with  the  common  and  domestic 
affairs  of  every  family,  widens  exceedingly  the  sphere  of 
utility,  by  rendering  the  Work  interesting  to  almost  all 
classes  in  the  community.  » 

To  excite  attention,  by  thus  placing  objects  of  general 
Interest  in  a promindnt  point  of  view,  by  shewing  the  extent 
in  the  aggregate  of  great  evils,  heretofore  little  understood, 
and  only  contemplated  in  detail, — ^to  exhibit  a faithful  dis- 
play of  the  magnitude  and  enormity  of  numerous  wrongs, 
which,  from  the  malignity  of  their  nature,  threaten  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  all  morals, — to  warn  the  Public  at  large,  and 
those  more  particularly  interested,  of  the  growing  danger 
before  it  is  too  late  to  apply  an  antidote, — and,  finally,  to 
suggest  practicable  remedies,  calculated  in  their  nature  to 
improve  society,  and  better  the  condition  of  human  life,  is 
the  sole  object  of  the  Author,  in  again  imposing  upon  him- 
self a very  laborious  talk. 

Should  his  humble  and  persevering  efforts  produce  in  any 
degree  that  removal  of  the  evils  which  he  has  anxiously  and 

c disin- 
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disinterestedly  stnig^led  to  accomplish,  he  will  of  course  ex- 
perience at  least  that  reward,  which  arises  from  a conscious- 
ness of  having  successfully  applied  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  benefit  of  his  country. 

And  should  it  so  happen  that  such  public  benefits  arc  not 
obtained  in  his  own  days,  he  will  rest  satisfied  in  the  confi- 
dence, that  by  thus  placing  upon  record  matters  of  deep  im- 
portance to  society,  which  cannot  fail  to  claim  attention  at 
some  period  or  other;  the  gratification  which  may  havs 
been  denied  to  himself,  will  unqucstiottably,  in  the  result,  b9 
transferred  to  his  posterity. 
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CHAPTER- I. 

Rise  and  progress  of  the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames. 
— A short  Account  of  the  variotis  chartered  Companies 
for  Foreign  Trade. — The  Ships  and  Vejfels  using  the 
Port  of  London  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Century  till  the  year  1798- — progress  and  in- 
trease  of  the  Navigation,  and  of  the  Shipping  and 
Tonnage,  in  the  Foreign  and  Coasting  Trade,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  in  the  course  of  the  Century. — A 
general  View  of  the  present  state  of  the  Shipping, 
Vessels  and  Boats,  in  number  32,500,  and  the  man- 
tier  in  which  they  are  employed. — The  Commerce  of 
the  River  Thames  at  different  periods. — Its  rapid 
increase  since  the  American  IVar. — General  View  and 
Recapitulation  of  the  whole  Commerce  and  Shipping 
of  the  River  Thames  in  17Q8,  aiul  of  the  Property 
remaining  stationary  therem. — The  ammal  amount 
oj  the  whole  caladated  at  above  7 5 milUens  sterling 
of  Property  exposed  to  Depredation.  — General 
observations  on  the  present  Harbour  of  the  Port 
of  London.  — Detail  of  its  divisions  ami  dimen- 
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stotis. — j^rrangemmts  with  respect  to  Shipping  ami 
Craft  in  the  'i  arious  Trades. — 'The  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  Coal  Trade. — The  average  number  of 
Ships  and  Vessels  of  all  kindsy  including  stationary 
Craft  and  Boats  at  all  times  in  the  River,  laden  ami 
unladen,  estimated  at  nearly  8000. — ain  account  of 
the  Quays  and  Landing  Places  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  dimensions  and  the  inconveniences  at- 
tending them. — Observations  on  H’arehouses  for  the 
accommodation  of  Merchandise  \ their  madequacy  to  the 
object. — The  abuses  which  exist  with  respect  to 
these  JVar  chouses. — Rise  and  progress  of  the  Revenue 
of  the  Port  of  Vmdon,  from  the  year  1 6 1 3 to  the 
present  period. — The  wise  arrangements  of  Govern- 
ment, in  giving  free  scope  to  Trade,  one  of  the 
causes  of  its  increase  during  the  present  ff  ar. — Con- 
cluding Observations  on  the  necessity  of  a well-regu- 
lated Police,  to  counteract  the  evils  which  result 
from  Commercial  opulence,  by  preserving  and  securing 
the  privileges  of  Innocence,  and  the  general  interests 
of  Society. 


UB  universal  interest,  which  must  incvrtably  be 
excited  by  every  investigation,  tending  to  dcvelopc 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation 
of  The  River  Thames,  now  arrived  at  that  proud 
height,  which  entitles  it  to  claim  a pre-eminence  over 
all  the  Gsrnmcrcial  Ports  in  the  know’n  world;  ren- 
ders it  a matter  of  regret,  that  the  want  of  specific 
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documents,  antecedent  to  the  beginning  of  tfiC  l8th 
Century,  must  of  necessity,  limit  the  chief  part 
of  the  following  progressive  view  of  this  unparal- 
leled source  of  national  prosperity  and  aggrandize-* 
inent,  to  a tenn  of  one  hundred  years. 

The  registers  of  the  Customs  furnish  no  accurate 
detail  of  the  Trade,  previous  to  the  period  when  Sir 
U'illiam  Davenant  first  systematized  the  public  ac- 
counts ; which  have  been  recently  so  much  improved 
by  ^'hotnas  Irving,  E)sq.  the  present  able,  intelligent 
and  indefatigable  Inspector  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  so  early  as  the  year  1558,  the  first  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Commerce  must  have 
made  some  progress;  since  the  same  extent  of  legal 
Quays  was  then  authorized  as  exists  at  present. 

• Previous  to  this  period,  and  even  during  a con- 
siderable part  of  that  Queen’s  reign,  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  trade  and  navigation  was  carried  on  by 
ibreigners.  {a)  In  the  year  15fil,  it  would  seem  that 
no  Englishman  in  London  followed  the  sole  occu-* 
pation  of  an  Importer  and  Exporter.  Of  327  persons 


(a)  In  a letter  written  to  Sir  William  Cecil,  when  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  principal  merchantt  of  London,  complaint  is  made, 
that,  although  no  city  in  Christendom  had  equal  convenience  for 
shipping,  none  was  so  slenderly  provided.  That  a great  want  of 
English  ships  was  experienced  to  lade  goods  for  Spain,  and  that 
none  were  to  be  had,  and  that  even  37  Hoys  employed  in  those 
days,  in  bringing  timber  from  Rye,  had  not  an  English  seanun 
jmjQng  them,  Stow  s H.ist.  of  London. 
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who  are  recorded  in  history  to  be  merchants,  tbeir 
various  professions  are  stated  to  be  as  follows  : 


Mercers  - 99 

Grocers  - 57 

Drapers  - 29 

Haberdashers  51 

Merchant  Taylors  25 
Skinners  - 16 

Fishmoft^rs  1 2 


289 


Cloth  Workers  1 3 * 

Ironmongers  6 

Salters  - 2 

Ginllers  - 2 

Bowyers  - i 

Leather  Sellers  9 

Armourers  - 5 


38 

289 

Total  327 


■ The  Trade  to  foreign  parts,  in  the  way  of  specula- 
tive adventure,  appears  to  have  very  early  com- 
menced with  Africa,  and  the  dominions  of  Russia  ; 
and  it  is  a curious  circumstance,  that  in  these  voyages, 
the  great  Officers  of  State  were  generally  concerned 
as  individuals  in  the  profit  and  loss.  In  1563,  an 
adventure  was  undertaken  by  several  merchants  to 
Madcrabombo,  in  Africa,  in  which  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, Lord  Robert  Dudley,  then  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral, and  Sir  William  Cecil,  Secretary  of  State,  had 
each  shares.  The  expedition  -consisted  of  four  vessels, 
navigated  by  1 50  men  ; “ the  wares  and  ■victuals  for 
“ the  Negroes,  with  their  apparel  and  habiliments  of 
“ war,  amounted  to  1 1 gol.  and  the  whole  charge  of 
“ the  adventure/ to  3300l.”  in  which  were  concerned 
the  three  Statesmen  abovementioned,  five  merchants, 
and  two  mariners. 
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Various  other  voyages  of  a similar  nature,  are  re- 
corded to  have  taken  place,  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
same  reign,  in  which  the  Queen’s  ministers  were 
adventurers.  Yet  some  spirit  of  adventure  must- 
have  prevailed  previous  to  this  reign  t for  the  first 
Charter  to  the  Hamburgh  Company,  was  granted  as 
far  back  as  1406,  by  Henry  the  IVth.  and  renewed 
by  succeeding  Sovereigns  in  1413,  1442,  1493, 
1505,  1506,  1509,  1517,  1531,  1547,  1553,  1564, 
1586,  i605,  and  l66l. 

The  Russia  Company  which  was  first  projected  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI,  was  chartered  in  the  1st  and 
2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary,  A.  D.  1555,  and  confirmed 
by  a private  Statute  passed  in  the  8th  of  Elizabeth. 

The  Eastland,  or  North-Sea  Compare,  was  esta- 
blished by  Charter  in  1579,  in  the  2lft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  Charter  was  con>v. 
finned  by  Charles  I.  in  1629,  and  by  Statute  25 
Car.  II.  c.  7,  this  Trade  was  in  a great  measure  laid 
open. 

The  East-India  Company  was  originally  ohar» 
tered  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1599.  Their  first 
adventure  commenced  with  4 Ships,  in  1600, 
exactly  two  centuries  ago.  The  original  shares 
were  £bO  each,  and  their  first  Capital  amounted  to 
;C369,891.  5s. 

In  i685,  the  Property  of  the  Company,  deduct- 
ing bad  debts,  was  only  eftimated  at  ^^739, 782  lOs; 
and  about  this  period  they  employed  about  40  Ships, 
including  the  Country  Traders,  to  the  East-Indies 
and  China.  The  tonnage  of  thefe  Ships,  was  no 
6 doubt 


Digitized  by  Google 


6 TtEATTSE  OM 

doubt  very  inconsiderable,  compared  with  those 
now  in  the  fame  Trade. 

The  small  progress  made  by  this  great  Company 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  gave  but  little 
promise  of  its  gigantic  strides  since  that  sra  ; and 
particularly  since  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
centuiy,  not  only  in  the  extension  of  its  Commerce, 
but  in  the  acquisition  of  territorial  Revenues  and 
Power,  The  future  Historian,  will,  with  astonish^ 
ment,  record  a series  of  events,  the  success  and 
the  ultimate  issue  of  which,  arc  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  World.  Without  meditating 
projects  of  dominion,  a Company  of  Commercial 
Traders  have  adventitiously  become  the  Sovereigns 
of  many  rich  and  powerful  Kingdoms — and  that  too 
almost  within  the  period  of  the  services  of  one  of 
the  present  Directors,  (h) 

The  Tubket  Company  was  established  also 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  long  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  by  temporary  Charters  in  1 &81  and  15Q3; 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  another  Charter  granted 
in  the  3d  year  of  Jam^  I. — and  by  Letters  Patent 
of  13  Car.  II. — ^This  Company  is  now  regulated  by 
Statute  26.  Geo.  II.  c.  18. 

During  the  Seventeenth  Century,  and  previous  to 
any  authentic  Records  being  preserved  of  the  Trade 
' of  the  Port  of  London,  a new  source  of  Commerce 
“ was  opened  by  the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
various  Colonies  in  America.  Even  as  far  back  as 
’ ’^hc  years  1584  and  1585,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  sent 
. (i)  Mr,  Maiuhip,  who  has  been  in  the  Direction  40  years. 

p Ships 
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9 Ships  to  Virginia;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  importer  of  Tobacco  from  that  Country,  an 
article  which  produced  a Revenue  to  the  Crown  for 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1799, 
than  j^.846,493. 

During  the  same  century  the  Sugar  Colonies  had 
their  origin,  which  from  being  totally  unproductive, 
now  give  employment  to  above  450  Ships  in  the 
Port  of  London  alone;  and  yielded  a Revenue 
upwards  of  £2,<XK)flOO  sterling  on  the  importation 
of  the  year  1799- 

The  ApRfCAH  Company  was  established  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1603.  The  Trade 
of  this  Company  was  in  a great  meamre  opened  to 
the  Public  by  the  Statute  23  Geo.  II.  c.31,  and  is 
regulated  by  several  subsequent  Statutes. 

TheHudsox’s-Bay  Company  was  also  chartered, 
by  Charles  the  Ild.  to  trade  on  a CajHtal  of  £10,500 
in  the  year  1^8  (. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  although  the  precis  extent 
of  the  Trade  cannot  be  ascertained  from  authentic 
documents,  the  Commerce,  Shipping,*  and  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Port  of  London,  must  have  been  pro- 
gressively increasingduring  a considerable  part  of  the 
Se\enteeQth  Century. 

Previous  to  that  aera,  Tnade  was  certainly  very 
limited,  and  its  principles  little  understood.  The 
Records  of  that  early  period,  discover  misconception* 
and  absurdities,  with  regard  to  the  effect  and  opera- 
tion of  Commerce  upon  the  interest  and  wclfiu-e  of 
the  State,  which  strongly  demonstrate  the  length  of 
' time. 
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time,  necessary  to  enlighten  the  human  mind  upon 
subjects  of  Commercial  or  Political  Qiconomy. 

It  is  only  by  an  accurate  record  of  facts  that  the 
judgment  can  be  matured,  and  true  estimates 
formed,  aC  the  measures  which  may  be  advan- 
tageously pursued  for  the  interest  either  of  Slates, — 
Bodies  folilic, — or  Individuals. 

Having,  therefore,  the  aid  of  Official  Docu- 
ments, by  which  the  state  and  the  progressive  im- 
provement of  the  Trade  of  the  Port  of  London, 
can  be  traced  for  the  last  hundred  years, — it  is  pro- 
posed, first  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader,  a detailed  and  progressive  view  of  the 

I.  Slurs,  Vessels,  and  Crabt,  in  the  Riveb 
Thames. 

It  appears  from  authentic  Accounts,  that  the 
ships  and  vessels  trading  to  the  River  Thames  for 
a Century  past,  have  been  progressively  increasing 
not  only  in  number  but  also  in  their  burden. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Dot;k  Committee 
of  the  House ^f  Commons  1796 ; — that  the  average 
Tonnage  of  Ships  trading  heyond  Sea  was 


Ttm. 

In  1702  - - 96 

1751  - . 132 

1794.  . - 194. 

That  the  average  Tonnage  of  Ctasun  was — 

Ten. 

In  17JO  . - fo 

179$  - - 101 

In- 
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• In  the  same  valuable  Report  is  inserted  the  follow- 
ing comparative  View  of  the  Tonnage  of  Ships 
belonging  to  the  Port  of  London — 


■■ 

In  173Z  and 

1792  : 

Ships  of  and  under  200  Tons 

IZIZ 

1109 

• • • # • * 3^^  • • • 

8j 

368 

^ • • • • • ^00  • • • 

74 

236 

500  . - . 

46 

30 

^ • • • • • 600  • • • 

0 

>5 

••••■*  yoo  • • • 

0 

7 

• • • * * ^ 3^^  • • • 

2 

95 

1417 

i860 

At  the  commencement  of  the  1 8th 

Century  in 

17CX)  and  1702,  the  Shipping  of  the  Port  of  London 
stood  thus : — 

A.  D.  VtiitU,  Tons. 

1700— Vessels  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  5562  278,100 
1702 — British  Ships  in  Foreign  Trade  •-  839  80,040 

Foreign  Ships  in  ditto  - - 496  76,995 

Total  - 6,897  435* ‘35 

At  the  middle  of  the  Century  in  17 50  and  ! 751, 
the  following  was  the  state  of  the  Shipping  in  this 
Port : — 


A.  D. 

{Vessels. 

Tons. 

jyjo — In  the  Coasting  Trade 
1751 — In  the  Foreign  Trade 

6,396 

511,680 

British  Ships 

1,498 

198,023 

Foreign  ditto 

184 

36,346 

Total 

8,078 

746,049 

Exhibiting 

lO 
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Exhibiting  an  increase  of  1181  Ships  and  310^914 
Tons  in  the  space  of  50  years. 

From  the  year  1750  to  neariy  the  close  of  the  Cen- 
tury, but  particularly  within  the  last  15  years,  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  Shipping  has  exceeded 
any  other  period  ; and  when  the  great  propiortional 
Augmentation  of  Tonnage  is  considered,  it  may  be 
truly  said  to  have  been  rapid  beyond  all  example  ; 
as  appears  from  the  following  Statement ; 

A.  D.  Vesteh.  T»ns. 

*797 — In  the  Coasting  Trade  10,175  1,205,650  fc) 

In  the  Foreign  Trade 

British  Ships  1,426  3.'?o>.192 

Foreign  ditto  1,843  226,856 

Total  I3r444  1,762,898 


Thus  exhibiting  an  increase  of  5,366  Ships,  and 
1,016,849  Tons;  the  latter  having  considerably  more 
than  doubled  within  the  last  half  Century. 

The  Table  in  pages  11  and  12,  containing  the 
specific  extent  of  the  Coasting  Trade  to  and  from 
the  River  Thames  to  every  Port  in  England,  Wales, 
and  Scotland;  with  that  in  page  13,  shewing  the 
aggregate  number  of  Ships  for  a series  of  years, 
employed  in  the  general  Commerce  of  the  Port, 
will  be  found  materially  to  tend  to  the  further  eluci- 
dation of  the  foregoing  Comparative  Statements. 

(f)  See  pagei  1 1 and  12. 

As 
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(c)Asit  must  be  no  less  curious  tlian  interesting,  (particularly  to  those  who 
arc  engaged  in  Nautical  Pursuits,)  to  be  able  to  asceruin  the  nature  and 
specific  extent  of  the  immense  Coasting  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 
The  following  General  View  of  the  whole,  is  selected  from  the 
Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  improving  the  Port  of  London  in  1796,  and  from  other  Documents. 


COASTING  TRADE, 

Between  the  Port  of  London,  and  the  Ports  in  England  and  Wales. 


Towns.  j 

1 

No. 

of 

V^cxstli. 

No. 

of 

Voyages 

Total 
No.  of 
Voyages 

Towns. 

No. 

of 

Voyages 

Total 
No.  of 
Voyages 

Hull  . . . .! 

too 

9 

900 

Brovgbt  over 

458 

4834 

Yirmouth  ..  .| 

30 

9 

270 

Scarborough 

3 

9 

27 

Ipsw  ich  • • • 

30 

>4 

420 

Aberistwtth 

3 

6 

18 

iRochestcr  . . 

20 

*4 

480 

Aar 

2 

4 

8 

Malden  . . . 

20 

24 

480 

Bridgewater 

2 

4 

8 

Liverpool  , . 

iS 

3 

J4 

Barnstable  . . 

z 

4 

8 

iBjston  .... 

16 

9 

144 

Bidetord  . . . 

2 

4 

8 

Colchester  . . 

14 

16 

224 

Chepstow . . . 

z 

3 

6 

iHanrich  . . . 

*4 

16 

224 

Cowes 

z 

9 

18 

Stockton  . . . 

12 

9 

108 

1 Deal 

z 

16 

32 

Newcastle  . . 

12 

9 

108 

Fowey  .... 

2 

5 

to 

iWoodbridjje 

IZ 

9 

108 

Follcstone  . . 

z 

»5 

30 

Weymouth . . 

12 

6 

72 

‘ Lancaster . . . 

2 

3 

6 

.Exeter  • • • * 

8 

6 

43 

Padstow  . . . 

z 

4 

8 

Farersham  . . 

8 

24 

192 

\ Queenboro' . . 

z 

24 

48 

Aldborough  . 

8 

iz 

96 

; Sunderland  . . 

2 

. 9 

18 

Arundel .... 

8 

9 

72 

[ Whitehaven 

2 

3 

6 

Bridlington  . 

8 

6 

48 

1 Eaitbourn  . . . 

1 

iz 

IZ 

{Plymooth  . . 

8 

4 

32 

[Falmouth  . . 

I 

4 

4 

jLc'fh 

8 

24 

192 

Glocester . . . 

1 

3 

3 

iWhitby  . • . 

6 

8 

48 

Hartlepool . . 

I 

4 

4 

IBcaomaris  . . 

6 

4 

24 

Sundries  . . . 

576 

Buromuth  . . 

6 

4 

24 

Bristol  . . . . 

6 

2 

Total  . . 

496  . 

• • • • 

5692 

Newhaven  . . 

6 

6 

Portsmouth . . 

6 

7 

Walks. 

■H 

Aberdovy  . . 

4 

4 

Cardigan  . . . 

8 

M 

32 



4 

9 

Caermarthen 

6 

M 

24 

Chester  . . . . 

4 

3* 

Cardilt'  . . • • 

6 

mm 

24 

Chichester  . . 

4 

6 

24 

' Carnarvon  . . 

4 

W 

16 

Hastings  . . . 

4 

>4 

56 

Milford  . 

4 

Bl 

IZ 

Lynn 

4 

9 

36 

Swansey  . . . 

2 

KB 

8 

iLime 

4 

6 

24 

Llanelly  . • • 

2 

Bl 

8 

[Neath  . . . . 

4 

4 

16 

Kol 

4 

6 

24 

Total . . 

32 

' 

•»4 

4 

3 

12 

Rye* 

4 

9 

36 

S<wthankpton 

4 

7 

28 

WelU 

4 

8 

32 

{Continued  in  the  «rc- 

W'isbeach  . . 

4 

6 

24 

ceeding  page.) 
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{d)  For  the  purpoie  also  of  further  elucidating  those  Comporatitre 
Statements,  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  following  interesting 
Tables ; for  which  the  Author  is  Indebted  to  the  very  valuable 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
London  Docks  in  1796  : Appendix  G.  and  H.  As  also  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  upon  the  Improvement  of  the 
Port  of  London  in  1799  : Appendix  D 2.  D9.  pages  73,  86. 


FOREIGN  TRADE. 


British  Ships. 

Foreign  Ships. 

Total  of 

British  Sc  Foreign. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

1702 

839 

80,040 

496 

76.995 

'335 

'57,035 

'7S« 

1498 

198,023 

184 

36,346 

1682 

*34.369 

1793 

2254 

431,890 

1161 

149,205 

34'5 

581,095 

'79f 

1841 

389>3'7 

99' 

189,136 

2832 

57^.453 

1796 

2007 

436,843 

2169 

287,142 

4176 

7*3,895 

'797 

1425 

330,39* 

1843 

226,856 

3269 

557.*+8 

1798 

1649 

397>o9<5 

'77' 

229,99' 

34*0 

627,087 

COASTING  TRADE. 


Years. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1700 

5.56* 

2 1 8, 1 00 

1750 

6,396 

5 1 1,680 

'790 

9.278 

927,800 

'795 

1 1,964 

1,190,400 

'796 

10,629 

',3*3,53* 

'797 

10,781 

1,360,823 

'798 

'0,133 

',250,449 

Tonnage  of  Coasters  in  1798. 

Under  loo  Tons  . . . 5873 

too  . . to  150  . . . 859 

150 2C0  • . • 98 

zeo 400  ...  14 

— Tons. 

6844  . . . 500,656 

Colliers  average  228  Tons  . . 3289  . . . 749,813 


10,133  . . 1,250,449 

T'  - - 
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Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  increase  of  the 
IShips  and  Vessels  employed  in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Thames,  in  the  course  of  the  18th  Century, 
may  be  exhibited  in  the  following  point  of  view  ; 

Increttit  of  Increase  of 


Vessels  in  the  Coasting  Trade 

Vessels. 

4615 

Tonnage. 

(<)  British  Vessels  in  Foaign  Trade 

5S7 

250,352 

Foreign  Vessels  in  ditto 

IU7 

149,861 

Total  increase  in  a Century 

6547 

1,327.763 

This  extensive  Navigation  employs,  as  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  the  vast  number  of  13.444  Ships  and  Ves- 
sels in  the  Foreign,  Colonial,  and  Coasting  Trade,  (in- 
cluding tbeir  repeated  voyages) ; besides  2288  Light- 
ers, Barges,  and  Punts  employed  in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Lea,  and  the  Upper  and  Lower  Thames. — If 
to  these  should  be  added,  the  Stationary  Craft  con- 
sisting of  3336  Barges,  Lighters,  and  Punts,  used  in 
the  lading  and  discharging  of  Vessels,  together  with 
83  Boats,  Sloops,  Cutters,  and  Hoys,  (fj  3000  Water- 
men’s Wherries,  (g)  \ 5b  Bumboats,  (A) and  194  Peter- 

boats; 

{#)This  conpuison  having  been  made  after  a five  years'  war,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  navigate  through  the  medium  of  Foreign 
ships,  the  British  ate  diminished,  and  the  Foreign  vessels  increased 
in  a much  greater  proportion,  than  if  such  comparison  had  been  made 
in  a period  of  peace. 

(f)  See  Statement  in  the  succeeding  page. 

(gj  The  Watermen’s  Company  was  first  founded  in  i j j6,  andcon- 
. aists  at  present,  as  appears  from  the  Report  the  Dock  Committee 
ii)  1796,  of 

Freemen  - 8x83 1 

Persons  not  free  2000  > Total  about  1 2,283. 

Apprentices  - 2000  J 

This  Company  is  governed  by  1 1 Rulers,  7 Auditors,  5 Comp- 
trollers, and  30  AHittants,  They  admit  about  300  Apprentices  yearly 

in 
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boats ; the  aggregate  number  (exclusive  of  Ships  of 
War,  Transports,  and  Navy,  Victualing,  and  Ord- 
nance Hoys)  will  be  found  to  amount  to  22,500 
trading  Ships  and  Vessels  of  various  sizes  and  dimen- 
sions, either  frequenting  the  River  in  the  course  of  a 
year,  or  remaining  stationary  within  the  limits  of  the 
Port.  This  is  further  illustrated  in  the  two  sub- 
sequent pages,  containing  a General  Abstract  of 
the  number  of  Ships  and  Vessels  of  various  sizes 
and  dimensions,  either  frequenting  or  remaining 
stationary  in  the  River  Thames,  in  the  years  17Q7 
and  1798,  and  the  mode  <A  employing  the  same. 

f/J  From  the  Report  of  the  Comnatfee  of  the  House  rf  Commons  mi 
the  London  Docks  in  (Appendix  S.  s.)  it  appears,  that 

the  aggregate  number  of  Craft,  (exclusive  of  Ships,  Boats, 
Wherries,  and  Pleasure  Boats,)  in  active  Service  in  the  Port 
of  Lomxm,  in  April  1796,  was  stated  to  be  as  follows 


Average 

Vcitcli 

Tons. 

Tannage. 

Bantus  used  principally  for  Coals 

1196 

7 '.903  1 

Ditto  employed  in  the  Deal  'I'radc 

400 

Ms200  1 

ss 

Lighters  in  the  West-Indu  and  other  Trade  . 

40  s 

<5.454 

39 

Punts  employed  chiefiy  in  Export  Trade  . . 

338 

6,gio 

20 

3336 

Boati 

c7 

^'loops 

6 

j6i 

*7 

Cutters 

10 

711 

71 

Hoys  

* Total  . . . . 

34«9 

110,156 

in  time  of  war,  and  400  in  peace.  4000  are  said  to  be  employed  in 
the  Navy  at  present.  These  Watermen  navigate  the  3000  W'her- 
ties,  and  the  chief  part  of  the  3336  Craft  employed  in  the  River. 

\b)  Bumboats  were  put  under  certain  Regulations,  by  the  A(  t of 
the  ad  Geo.  3.  cap.  28.  at  to  which,  see  foa  Chapter  II. 

The 
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The  preceding  Stitementt  are  further  iUostratcd  bjr  the  following 

Ginekal  Ai»teact  ; — 


1 Ship* 

and  Vessels  which  hare  Arrived  and  whidi  are  1 

1 Siaiionaiy  in  iht  River  Thames,  *797>  ™ *79®* 

VcKcb. 

Detail  cf  Shipping. 

No.  of 
Voyages. 

FoaEictt  Trade. 

1300 

Foreign  vessels 1833 

(>]i  101 

British  vessels 142; 

326S 

CoAsTiKC  Trade. 

418 

Colliers 

3676 

H)  62? 

Coasters 

6500 

344+ 

River  Trade. 

•3»+44 

88 

Lighters,  Barges,  and  Punts,  employed  in  1 

the  Inland  Trade  of  the  Upper  ind  > 
Lower  Thanes  and  River  I.e4  . . . . j 

2288 

River  Craft  for  the  Use  of  the  Trade. 

2596 

402 

Barees 'i 

Lighters > 

333*5 

338 

Punts 3 

f7 

Boats  S 

6 

Sloop* ...f 

8J 

to 

Cutters l 

10 

Hoys 3 

3000 

Wherries 

3C00 

Registered  and  Licensed  Bum-Boau  . , . 

•5f 

»94 

Peter  Boau 

*9+ 

10300 

Total  . . . 

22,?00 

(i)  i860  Ships  hclonEH  to  ifac  Tort  of  LoihIoii  in  I'qt,  including  Ea>i~ 
Imlamrn,  making  374,000  Tons : 

Of  these  HO9  went  umUr  100  Ton*. 

368  from  *0o  to  300  ditto. 

186  . . , 300  to  350  ditto. 

50  . . . 350  to  4C0  ditto. 


30  from  43Q  to  $30  Tons. 
1*  . . . 600  to  73  s ditto. 
93  . . 13CX7  . . . ditto,  , 

1S60 


ffl  It  appears  from  Appendix  (D.  7.)  page  8*,  and  (D.  *.)  page  16,  in  lh« 
Second  Rc|»rt  of  the  Select  Committee,  tor  improving  the  Port  of  London, 
printed  in  1799  i 

That  the  Number  of  Collier*  which  arrived  in  179S,  in-  j 
eluding  thiec  repeated  Vo)  ages,  wa*  . . - 

The  Number  of  Coasters  the  same  )ear,  were  - - 


Ships. 

Ton*. 

^ 3189 

749.*'! 

- 6844 

[ $00,636 

10,133 

1, *>0,449 

• Total  - 

In  1798 — 5007  of  the  above  TCiScl*  cleared  outwards,  and 
Slab  Colliers  & Coaster*  left  tlte  Purtin  Uallast. 

In  the  same  Appendix  the  Vessel*  ami  Voyage*  are  *utcd  Ihu*  : 

Average  vojrag**. 

Newcastle  ...  355  vessels  83,419  Tons  - - i in  a year. 

Sunderland  ...  *00  vessels  3S>7h{  Tons  . . 3 a year. 
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Mode  of  cmpbyingthe  Vesseb  in  the  River  Thenies  in 

i?97»  *798-  


In  what  manner  emploTcd. 


East  India  Trade 

West  India  Trade 

Britidi  Continental  Colonies  . . . . 
Africa,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Southom  Fishery 

Greenland  Fishery  

United  States  of  America  .... 
Mediterranean  and  Turkey  . . . . 

Spain 

Porcn^ 

France  ......... 

Austrian  Flanden 

HoUand . 

Germany  and  Hamburgh  .... 

Prussia 

Poland 

Sweden  

Denmark  and  Norway  ....... 

Russia  ............. 

{Newcastle  . , • . , 

Sunderland 

Blyth  Nook  .... 


British 

Coasting 

Trade  625 


3»9 

69 

20 

418 


too  Hull  Traders  .....  900 
1 396  Other  Ports  in  England  4792 
32  Ports  in  Wales  ....  124 

97  Ports  in  Scotland  . . . 684 


Wherries  for  Passengers  and  Parcels  . 
River  Trade  in  the  Thames  and  Lee 

Rivsr  Craft. 

Barges  employed  in  the  Coal  T rade  . 
Ditto  in  the  Timber  Trade  .... 


. 2196 
. 400 


lightert  employed  in  West-India  and  American, 

and  other  Trade  

Punts  employed  in  Import  and  Export  Trade  . . 
Boats,  Sloops,  Cutters  and  Hoys,  employed  in 

carrying  Goods  and  Passengers 

Bumbeats  Licenced  to  hawk  Goods  among  the ' 

Shipping 

Peter  Boats  employed  in  Fishing,  &c.  . . . 


Total 


(1)  See  page  11. 


No.  of 
Voyages. 

53 

3+6 
68 

'7 

29 
16 
140 
7* 

12t 

180 

329 

*35 
608 
69 
109 
202 
230 

46 

276 


3676 


6yoo(/) 
3000 
2288 


2^96 

402 

338 

83 

>55 

>9+ 


22,500 
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II.  Commerce  op  the  River  Thames. 

At  the  Commencement  of  the  18th  Century  in 
the  year  1700 

i.  d. 

Thclmportt  amounted  to  4>S/5>53^  >3 

The  Export* to  513X7.787  4 4 

Total  exclusive  of  the  Coasting  T 
Trade, of  which  thcrcareno\j^.io, 263, 325  18  3 

authentic  Docomeiit*  (m ) ^ 

At  the  middle  of  the  Century,  namely,  in  the 
year  lySO  : — 

1.  r.  d. 

The  Imports  appear  to  be  5,540,564  4 S 
The  Exporu  - 8,415,218  a 5 

(/i)Totalexclusivc  of  CoastingTradcjf. 13,955,782  7 I 

No  very  rapid  progress  appears,  therefore,  to  have 
been  made  during  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  Cen- 
tury, either  in  Shipping,  or  in  the  extent  and  ad- 
vancement of  Commerce  ; the  increase  in  the  latter 
in  so  long  a period,  being  only  3,0t)'2,456A  8s.  ICk/. 
Singular  as  it  may  a|)pear,  it  was  not  till  after  the 
American  ^^'ar,  and  the  total  loss  of  the  Colonial 
Possessions,  that  the  progress  of  Trade  in  the  Port  of 
London,  or  the  Nation  at  large,  exhibited  that  de- 
gree of  rapidity,  which  has  raised  this  Country  to  its 
present  enviable  height.  This  fact  is  ascertained 
by  the  following  General  View : 

(»t)  See  Appendix  D.  of  the  Re jort  of  the  Conunittre  cf  the  Hou,t 
of  Commons,  >796. 

(fl)  Ibid. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL  VIEW 

OF  THE  IMPORTS  AtiD  EXPORTS  OF  THE  PORT  OF  LONDON, 

For  every  Tenth  Year,  from  1710  to  1790;  and  for  every  Year 
from  1791  to  1 798,  indosive. 

Made  up  to  July  4,  1799. 

[See  Arriimix  D.  to  the  Refori  of  the  Dock  Committee  1796: 
And  Appinoix  D.  1 3.  fage  89,  to  the  Refort  of  the  Committee 
for  imfrofving  the  Port  of  Loadon  in  1799-J 


! 

Yean. 

Value  of  Imports. 

Value  of  Exports. 

£.  X.  d. 

£■  t’d  . 

1710 

*.894.757  7 6 

4,622,370  12  2 

1720 

4,958,101  17  5 

5,008,245  17  2 

>730 

6,224,882  8 7 

6,344.765  10  2 

1740 

4,904,248  1 1 I 

5.593.734  3 4 

1730 

S.y40,j65  4 8 

8,415,218  a 5 

l^oo 

7.063.39s  *3  6 

10,726,709  0 10 

1770 

8,889,868  0 9 

9,267.709  0 10 

1780 

6,794,02 1 0 I 

**.*75.546  14  6 
12,016,229  5 2 

6,837,963  4 9 

1790 

10,716,548  14  I 

>79* 

12,944,192  8 10 

1792 

12.171.674  8 9 

I4.74*,5*6  13  4 

*793 

I *.224.745  7 4 

12,66.',463  6 II 

*79+ 

14,863,238  8 II 

>6,578,802  10  10 

*79J 

*5.384.777  *4  5 

16,523,001  6 8 

1796 

14,871.546  2 5 

18,410,499  17  9 

*797 

*798 

13.065,290  19  4 
(0) 

17,721,441  4 5 

18,002,204  1 3 

(9}  From  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  Importations  from  India  ard 
China  are  brou;<ht  to  account  in  the  Books  of  the  Customs,  no  account  could 
be  rendered  of  that  Branch  of  Trade ; and,  therefore,  the  Ceneral  Account 
nf  the  Imports  into  the  Port  of  London  could  not  be  yven  at  the  time  of 
snaking  up  the  above  Table. 


C 2 
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From  the  year  1790  to  the  year  1796»  a period 
of  only  six  years,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
Trade  of  the  Port  of  London,  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  War,  increased  more  than  triple 
the  amount  of  its  advance  during  the  first  fifty  years 
of  the  Century,  as  the  following  statement  will  shew : 

*• 

impons  and  Elxportsin  1796  33,^82,046  o 2 

Idem  in  179a  22,992,095  8 7 

Increase  /[.io,289,95o  it  7 

On  examining  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  the 
last  four  years,  from  1796  to  1799  inclusive,  it  appears 
that  no  material  increase,  in  the  Commerce  of  the 
Port  of  London  has  taken  place  within  that  period : 
but  it  is  ascertained  by  the  annexed  statement,  ex- 
tracted from  the  Appendix  (D.  14)  page  90,  to  the 
2d  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Port  of  London,  in  179Q>  that  there  has  actually 
been,  a very  considerable  augmentation  of  Trade  in 
several  of  the  Out-ports,  thus  exhibiting  a progres- 
sive advance  in  theNational  Commerce  every  year. (/) 

(/}  EXPORT*  AND  IMPORTS  OF  ALL  THE  OUT-PORTS  OF  EHCLAKD. 


Exforti, 

Imfern. 

•793 

/.6, 70^,965 

9 

1 

/;.5, 398,5*9 

6 

6 

>794 

9,084,  ^69 

9 

8 

5,981,760 

10 

8 

*795 

9,6*1,345 

1 1 

6 

6,083,591 

*3 

8 

i?.j6 

*c»7*5»793 

10 

10 

6,591,163 

«3 

0 

*797 

9,978,448 

0 

6 

6,455»53i 

9 

2 

1798 

'3»9io>3‘6 

1 2 

4 

. 7»739.'35 

5 

11 

But, 
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But,  great  as  the  value  of  this  G}mmerce  appears 

to  be,  it  is  now  discovered,  through  the  medium  of 
^ - 

the  convoy  duties  imposed  by  Stat.  38  111.  c.  76. 

under  which  a per  centage  is  levied,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  on  the  real  value  of  the  Merchandize 
imported  and  exported,  that  the  principle  of  valua- 
tion, established  by  Sir  William  Davenant  above  a 
Century  ago  (and  continued  ever  since)  does  not 
apply  to  the  present  period. 

By  following  this  new  and  more  correct  datunif 
the  Nation  has  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the 
marketable  value  of  the  Merchandize  imported  and 
exported,  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  ancient 
Estimates  ; which  consequently,  are  now  no  further 
useful,  thap  as  they  exhibit  the  relative  comparison 
between  one  year  and  another. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  approaching  as  near 
to  the  truth  as  possible,  and  that  the  Author  might 
be  enabled  to  lay  before  his  Readers  a comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  whole  Trade  of  the  River  Thames, 
according  to  its  true  value,  he  has  bestowed  consi- 
derable labour  in  arranging  the  Table  here  intro- 
duced; in  which  is  exhibited  a general  display  of 
the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don, in  a manner  calculated  to  convey  to  the  mind 
of  the  Reader,  not  only  a clear  and  accurate  concep- 
tion of  its  unparalleled  magnitude,  but  also  of  the 
nature  of  the  several  articles  of  Trade  and  Manu- 
facture, which  are  the  objects  of  that  Commerce: 
a detail,  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  a con- 
1 viction 
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viction  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a well-plan* 
lied  and  energetic  System  of  River  Police ; to  regulate 
and  control  the  oeconomy  of  so  vast  a machine,  and 
to  protect  such  an  astonishing  mass  and  variety  of 
Property,  in  its  repeated  transits  to  and  from  the 
Ships  and  Vessels,  until  it  can  be  ultimately  depo- 
sited in  places  of  security.  This  detail  also  may 
serve  to  show,  how  inefficient  and  abortive  must  all 
the  efforts  of  Individuals  prove  in  preventing  Plunder, 
and  Depredation,  without  the  superior  power  of 
Legislative  aid. 

In  contemplating  this  vast  extent  of  Commercial 
Aggrandisement,  we  discover  also  no  inconsiderable 
proportion  of  those  immense  resources,  which  have 
contributed,  in  so  great  a degree,  to  the  power  and 
splendor  of  the  Nation  : and  these  resources  are  fur- 
ther illustrated  by  the  General  Recapitulation,  exhibit- 
ing a compyrehensive  view  of  the  whole,  including 
what  may  be  denominated  the  Local  Trade ; and 
^so,  the  Value  of  the  Shipping  and  Craft  belong- 
ing to  British  Subjects,  and  employed  in  tl>c  exten- 
sive Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London. 


J<ECAPlTltA110N. 
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I Documents  I true  Valuation  of  the 
nciple  establi^^^t*  of  Vessels  and  tlic 


dise^ 

indue 

Total  Value  of 
Mercluiidise  Imported 
I and 

1 Exported. 

d. 

2 

1 

r . d. 

) Linens,  i i 
1)  Wrou^ 

Ij 

C‘  s.  d. 

to, 502, 307  IJ  j 

8 

^ • *7 

Linens, M 7 

">0'3»937  ti  3 

lO  II 

British  P ^ 

_ i|6j  Vll 6 ij 

Ht-CApixv 


^ATIox. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Ships 

including 

their 

repeated 

veyages. 

Aggregate  I 

Tonnage.  | 

Valae  of  , 
Imports  ' 

Value  of 
Exports. 

foreign  and  Colonial  ' 

Trade,  Sec.  - - t94& 

forr/giT  Cojstlng. 

Gucrascy,  Jersey, &c.  46 

Ireland  - - - iy6 

Britiib  Coasting. 

Coal  Trade  . . ,676 

England  and  Wales  jgi5 

Scotland  ...  6g^ 

1 

5*5.148 

5.344 

32.814 

656.000 

500.000 
60,000 

£■  s.  d. 
*3.059.533  7 6 

118,916  11  8 
'.878,971  7 2 

1,700,000  0 ol 
3,900,00a  0 o| 
100,000  0 o| 

, C >.  d. 

*6,387,363  iS  4 

83,281  It  I 
659.9**  J4  * 

10,000  0 • 

2,20O,O0O  0 0 

300,000  0 0 

«3.444 

I 1.779.316  1130,957,421  7 411x9,640,568  4 6 

jo.957.4*'  7 4 

Total  Imports  and  Exports  4-^>>97>9^9  **  *® 

To  •which  add  Inland  Trade,  He. 

J-ocal  Trade  within  the “J  Barges  and  Punts,  tcc.  in^") 

liaiitsof  the  Port  in  up- f sg  eluding  repeated  voyages/ 

per  fc  Lower  Thames,  I with  Grain,  Malt,  Timber,  | ‘ * o o 

and  the  river  Lea.  J &c.  estimated  at  J 


“ra.s-£ 

j:  S<  o c £ 
5.5  >..= 

;ajr.  tsaS 


J 

i I 


Add  alto  the  ualue  tf  British  Shipping,  He, 


Colliers 
England,  1 

Wales,  > Coasters  - 


4tS 
496 
3» 

97  Scotland^ 

3507  River  Craft  and  Traders  - 350,00a 
1 ? Wheries,  Buinboats  and 7 

1 Peter  Boau  - S 


700.000 

515.000 


25,000 


o o 
o o 


9,200,000  O o 


9300 


Total  property  in  the  River  I 
Thames,  anoually  J 


70,032,989  II  10 


Thus 
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Thus  it  would  appear,  that  the  estimated  value 
of  the  Commercial  Property  which  floats  in  the 
River  Thames,  in  the  course  of  a year,  ex- 
ceeds Seventy  Millions  sterling!  When  to  this 
we  add  the  Coals,  and  Goods  of  all  kinds,  con- 
stantly -exposed  in  Craft ; Ships  of  War,  Gtmhoals 
and  T'ransporis ; the  Hoys  for  conveying  Naval, 
Victualling,  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores,  to  and 
from  the  public  Arsenals  at  Deptford,  Woolwich, 
Sheerness  and  Chatham,  to  Ships  of  War  and  Trans- 
ports on  the  River ; and  to  and  from  Dock-yards  at 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  ; all  which  must,  in  the 
course  of  a year,  amount  to  at  leaft  FiveMtllions.  The 
whole  will  present  an  aggregate  of  Seventy-five  Mil- 
lions sterling  of  floating  property ; all  of  it,  more  or 
less,  subject  to  acts  of  peculation,  fraud,  emhezzle- 
ment,  pillage  and  depredation,  through  the  merlium 
of  the  various  and  numerous  classes  of  depraved 
characters  who  are  employed  upon  the  River,  seek- 
ing for  opportunities  to  acquire  plunder,  and  who 
(it  cannot  too  often  be  repeated)  are  only  to  be  re- 
strained and  over-awed  by  an  apposite  River  Police, 
exclusively  directed  to  that  object  alone,  and  aided 
by  a competent  civil  force. 


Ill  General 
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III.  General  Observations  on  tIie  Harbour  of 
THE  Port  op  London,  and'  the  conveniences 
afforded  to  the  Trade. 


The  prescQt  accommodations  for  the  immeue 
Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London,  (with  the 
exception  of  those  Vessels  that  discharge  their  cargoes 
between  Blackfriars  and  London  Bridges,)  are  com- 
prehended in  that  portion  of  the  River  Thames 
which  extends  from  London-Bridge  to  Deptford,  in 
length  about  four  miles,  and  upon  an  average,  450 
yards  wide.  This  Harbour,  from  the  variations  in 


the  depth  of  the  water,  (j>)  is  understood  to  comprise 
ibur  distinct  divisions,  namely 

No.  of 
ShifB 

Yard*.  * V«. 


I.  The  Upper  Pool  from  London-') 

Bridge  to  Union  Hole,  for  Ships  >1600 
of  250  tons  and  under.  . . ) 

a.  The  Middle  Pool  from  Union ) 

Hole  to  Wapping  New-Stairs,  > 750 
for  Ships  of  3V0  tons.  . . ) 

3.  The  Lower  Pool  from  Wapping  % T 

New-Stairs  to  Hoife-Ferry- 1 eer,  ( n j 
near  Litachoufe,  for  Ships  of  ^ 

400  tons j 

4.  From  Horse-Ferry  to  the  Moor-) 

ing-Chains  at  Deptford,  for  Ships  f 
of  450  to  500  tons,  dramng  16  f 
feet  water 3 


•clf. 

Coaflers') 

& fmall  >329 
Ships  ) 
middle- : 
sized 
Ships 


i 

C middle-) 

< sized  w 26 
L Ships  3 


fiy-  The  large  Indiamen  drawing  front 
22  to  24  teet  water,  cannot  diKhatge 
higher  up  than  Blackwall. 


Total  879 


(/)  Fora  Statement  of  the  Soundings  of  the  River  Thames,  see 
Arri.NOix,  No.  1. 
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From  the  (cH’Cgoing  account,  it  would  seem,  that 
no  more  than  879  Ships  and  Vessels  can  be  easily 
accommodated  in  the  Harbour:  yet, it  frequently  hap- 
pens, when  the  Heets  arrive  together,  that  from  13  to 
1400  Vessels,  including  Coasters,  arc  in  Port  at  the 
same  time. — 300  Colliers  have  been  at  one  time  in 
the  Pool,  and  there  are  usually  from  150  to  200  Sail. 

It  is  moreover  to  be  remembered,  that  the  surfece 
of  the  River  is  not  only  thus  occupied  by  Ships  and 
Vessels  arriving  from  Sea;  but  also  by  the  numerous 
Craft  necessarily  employed  in  conveying  the  Cargoes 
of  the  larger  Vessels  to  the  different  Landing  Places. 

The  Enst-India  Ships  discharge  their  Cargoes  into 
decked  Hoys  belonging  to  the  Company  ; A part 
from  the  largest  Ships  frequently  in  Long-Reach, 
and  the  remainder  at  Blackwall. 

With  some  few  exceptions  of  small  Vessels,  which 
land  their  Goods  at  the  Quays,  the  Ships  m the  JVest^ 
India  Trade  discharge  their  Cargoes  into  Lighters. 

When  a large  Fleet  of  Ships  from  thence  are 
delivering  their  Cargoes,  and  the  Quays  are  crowded, 
the  consequence  is,  that  from  1 50  to  200  Lighters 
will  remain  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  having 
valuable  Goods  on  board,  exposed  to  the  risk  of 
plunder  and  the  danger  of  swamping,  or  sinking,  in 
consequence  of  the  wious  accidents  to  which  they 
arc  exposed. 

The  American  Trade  also  occupies  a considerable 
number  of  Lighters,  as  do,  in  short,  all  the  Ships 
and  Vessels  trading  to  the  Port  which  are  not  dis- 
charged at  the  Quays. 

6 Of 
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Of  420  Ttmher  Ships^  which  usually  arrive  in  the 
course  of  a year,  about  250  are  kdcn  with  Logs; 
these  are  rafted  in  the  River,  and  generally  occupy 
ten  times  the  space  taken  up  by  the  Ship  from 
thence  they  have  been  unladen ; and  the  Vessel* 
reighted  with  Deals  occupy  a great  number  of  Ligh- 
ers  in  their  discharge.  • 

The  Coal  Trade  alone,  which  exceeds  the  Foreign 
Commerce  in  the  number  of  Ships  annually  dis- 
tbarged,  requires  double  the  number  of  Craft  which 
5 found  necessary  for  the  whole  Import  and  Export 
Trade  of  the  River.  2196  Barges,  averaging  about  33 
Tons  each,  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  7 1,903  Tons,) 
ue  chiefly  employed  in  the  Coal  Importation. (y) 

On  some  occasions,  above  90  Colliers  (each 
requiring  on  an  average  13  Barges,)  are  disebarg- 
ug  at  once.  11 70  Coal  Craft  will  then  be 

aden  with  Coals,  occupying  different  parts  of  the 
Pool  at  the  same  time;  while  the  chief  part  of  the 
emaining  Craft,  above  and  below  Bridge,  are  used  as 
?Ioating  Warehouses,  until  the  Coals  can  be  dis- 
tosed  of. 

The  monthly  supply  of  Coals  for  the  Metropolis, 
s estimated  at  300  Cargoes  of  220  Chaldron  each, 
r 66,000  Chaldrotts:  It  is  therefore  no  unlikely 
opposition,  that  (with  some  exceptions,)  50,000 
Chaldrons,  on  an  average,  remain  exposed  to  depre- 
btion  in  open  Craft  on  the  River  all  the  year 
ound. 


(?)  Seepage  ij. 


Hence 
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Hence  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded^  that 
the  number  of  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  which 
cover  the  Harbour  of  the  Port  of  London,  laden 
with  valuable  property,  outward  and  homeward 
bound,  all  the  year  through,  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  than  eleven  hundred.  On  some  occasions  there 
must  be  many  more;  for  we  have  seen  that  13,444 
Foreign  and  Coasting  Vessels  enter  the  Port  in 
the  course  of  a year.(y) — ^To  these  we  are  to  add 
2000  River  Traders  and  Stationary  Craft,  including; 
the  Coal  Barges ; making  in  all  upwards  of  three 
thousand  Floating  Repositories  of  valuable  property. 
The  unladen  Craft  and  Wherries  will  increase  thti 
number  to  nearly  8000  Vessels  and  Boats  of  all  kinds, 
occupying  a space  of  four  miles  below,  and  two  aiiles 
above  London  Bridge. 

Vessels  delivering  Cargoes  into  Lighters,  gene- 
rally require  from  14  days  to  six  weeks  to  finish  tb( 
discliarge.  Various  causes  combine  to  create  delays 
which  subject  the  property  to  risk  of  plunder  ani 
damage — rainy  weatlicr — scarcity  of  Craft — ani 
above  all,  the  crowded  state  of  the  Legal  Quays 
which  latter  alone,  occasions  many  obstruction; 
and  renders  it,  not  seldom,  absolutely  necessary  i 
suspend  the  discharge  merely  on  this  account. 


(f)  See  Table  in  page  22. 
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IV.  Lansixg  Places  the  Port  op  Lohdov, 
INCLUDING  Legal  Quays  and  Supfebancs 
Wharfs. 


It  has  already  been  observed  that  the  Legal 
Quays  have  been  established  so  far  back  as  the  1 st 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1558, 
since  which  period  they  have  never  been  enlarged. 
They  are  20  in  number,  situated  on  the  North  side 
of  the  River,  and  extend  (from  London-Bridge)  to 
the  Western  extremity  of  Tower  Ditch.  The 
whole  frontage  of  these  Quayrs  is  only  14 19  feet,  and 
they  are  divided  in  the  following  manner : — 


Jjegal  Quays  of  the  Port  of  Lottdon. 


I.  Sevf»  Qitaji  from  London  Bridge  to  Billingsgate, 


1 Fresh  Wharf  . . . 

2 Cocks  Quay  . . • 

3 Gaums  Quay  . . . 

4 HaBUDonos  Quay  . . 

I Bottolph  Wharf  . . 

6 Lyons  Quay  - . • 

7 Nffliers  Quay  . . . 


Feet 

. 140  • 


. 36  ( 

• 73  J 


PRUPRIETOKS  AND  LtSSEU. 

Mr.  Boll 
Mr.  Herbert 

Messrs.  Curlings 

Messrs.  Rowlets 

East-India  Company 


+46 

II.  Eight  ^ajs  from  Billingsgate  to  the  Cuslam-isuse, 

1 Smarts  Quay  ... 

2 Dice  Quay  .... 

Feet 
• ^7} 

. Ill  ) 

Mr.  Bolt 

3 Ralphs  Quay  . . . 

. 46  ) 

4 Youngs  Quay  . . . 

. 46  s 

Messrs.  Ogles 

5 ft'iggms  Quay  . . 

• 5*3 

6 Sables  Quay  . . • 

• 30 ) 

Messrs.  Dawson, 

7 Bear  Quay  . . » . 

. 64  V 

Gascoigne,  Dixon 

1 PoncTs  Quay  . . . 

. 103) 

^and  Co. 

479 

III. 

Digitized  by  Google 


30 


rraEATiSE  on 


I The  Custom  house  Quay 
a Wool  Quay  . . . . 

3 Galley  Quay  . . 

4 Chester  Quay  • . 

5 Bre«rer  Quay  . . 


III.  Five^ayt  to  Tavuer  Docii 
Feet. 

2oS 


. lOI 


;o8  7 

6i  r 

01  . 

5'1 
73  3 


494- 


raoratiTOKS  and  lbssxzs 
His  Majesty 
Messrs.  Curlings 
Messrs.  Dutton  and  Co. 


) 


1 


RECAPITULATION. 

I St.  Division  7 Quays  . 446 

2d.  Ditto  8 Quays  . 479 
3d.  Ditto  5 Quays  . 494 


Total  . 20 


1419 


The  confined  state  of  these  Quays,  (r)  has  been 
long  complained  of  as  a grievance,  and  seems 
to  have  operated  powerfully  in  promoting  the 
efforts  which  have  been,  at  length,  successfully 
used  in  obtaining  Legislative  authority  to  construct 
Wet  Docks. 

It  may  be  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the  cvidenco, 
delivered  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1796,  that  some  of  the  Wharfingers,  having  a 
joint  right  in  the  Quays  and  Warehouses,  will 
sometimes  not  permit  goods  to  be  landed  on  their 
Wharfs,  unless  they  also  derive  the  additional 
benefit  arising  from  the  same  goods  being  deposited 

(r)  See  a Plan  for  improving  these  Quays,  in  the  Second  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  di  the  Port  of  London,  j 799, 

in 
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in  their  Warehouses.  Acting  under  the  short- 
sighted impulses  of  immediate  gain,  they  have  some- 
times grasped  at  the  possession  of  more  goods  than 
they  could  store  in  places  of  security : The  result  has 
been  that  perishable  commodities,  have  remained  in 
the  Craft,  or  upon  the  Wharfs,  exposal  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather,  and  generally  to  very  excessive 
plunder. 

In  addition  however  to  these  Legal  Quays,  relief 
has  been  occasionally  afforded  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port  through  the  medium  of  Sufferance  JVharfs. 
Although  these  Wharfs  have  generally  been  allotted 
to  the  East  Country  and  the  Coasting  Trade,  permis- 
sion has  also  been  granted  to  land  Sugars  and  Foreign 
Articles  at  them  ; and  particularly  in  the  years  17Q3 
and  1799,  w^en  the  arrival  of  several  Fleets  at  the 
same  time  occasioned  an  uncommon  press  of  business. 

Five  of  these  Sufferance  JVharfs  are  situated  on 
the  North  side  of  the  River,  between  the  Tower  atid 
Hermitage  Dock ; the  remainder,  1 8 in  number, 
are  of  larger  dimensions,  but  they  are  all  situated  on 
the  Surry  side.  The  whole  compose  a frontage  of 
3676  feet  upon  the  River.(r) 

The  detached,  and,  in  some  respects,  the  remote, 
situation  of  the  Sufferance  Wharfs,  with  various  othet! 
inconveniences  with  regard  to  the  Warehouses,  ren- 
der them  but  an  indifferent  succedaneum ; and  the 
hazard  of  loss  by  plunder,  has  been  found  to  be,  in 
many  respects,  much  increased  by  this  alternative. 

(r)  See  the  following  page  for  an  account  the  Wharfs. 

Public 
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Public  Foreign  Sufferance  Wharfs,  ivithin  the  limls 
set  out  hy  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs,  and 
fartiadarly  specified  and  decreed  ly  them  to  be  Public 
Wharfs,  on  the  \Zth  of  May,  1789. 


[From  the  Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  upon  the  ImproTementf 
of  the  Port  of  London,  page  134 ; Appendix,  (C  4 ) ] 


'«'o.  of  Fcetj 

S(i».  ot'TonN 
the  Warc- 
loufcii  will 

1 

No.  of 

neat  tu  the 

'VO.  of  Ton»| 

Hogsheads 

Sufferance  Whorls. 

River  each 
Wharf  oc- 

the  Yards 
will  contain 

of  Sugar 
each  Wharf 

cupie$. 

contaia. 

1 

1 

can  house. 

^Chamherlayne’s  Wharf  . 

>9) 

4,500 

400 

3,000 

Cotton’s 

2JO 

4,6o« 

5CO 

2,000 

Hay’s 

118 

16,000 

2,0O0 

3,000 

> 

Beal’ 

4,000 

>,500 

Grifiia't 

>49 

6,000 

600 

3.500 

M 

Symon’s 

124 

20,000 

IO,OCO 

7,000 

Stanton’s 

>57 

6,000 

2,000 

ei 

Davies,  Butt  and  Co's.  . 
Hattley’s 

5>> 

>94, 

20>000 

4,000 

32.000 

20.000 

7»ooo 

2,000 

Pearson’s 

s»A- 

2,000 

3.4'^ 

>,500 

0 

(/) 

Holland’s  and  Butler’s  . 

206 

7,000 

3,000 

5,000 

0 

X 

Cole’s 

3,500 

3,000 

c 

Carrington’s 

34T* 

2,509 

3,000 

i,oeo 

0 

Hoggarth’s  3 Wharfs  . . 

iJ'i’r 

2,500 

6,000 

2,000 

Scott’s 

2?9,\. 

265IJ 

4,500 

5,500 

2,000 

_Merriter’s 

>»4S° 

2,000 

900 

•2  d f"  Iron-Gate 

8,000 

7,000 

1 St.  Catherine's  . . . . 

33f‘r 

300 

300 

Watson's 

52.* 

31840 

4,000 

-S  -S  i Bryant’s 

95.\ 

I,OCO 

1,300 

Q 0 ^ Downes 

340 

3>8oo 

400 

0 

0 

125,490 

78,800 

60,200 

V.  Wabb- 
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V.  Warehouses  for  the  accommodation 
OF  Merchandise, 

The  Warehouses  for  the  accommodation  of  Mer- 
chandise are  numerous,  and  some  of  those  belongihg 
to  the  East-India  Company,  are  splendid  and  com- 
modious in  the  highest  degree.  Their  goods  are 
carted  to  these  Warehouses  from  their  own  Quays, 
where  they  are  deposited  under  the  care  of  Revenue 
Officers,  specially  appointed,  as  the  duties  are  never 
paid  until  the  goods  are  delivered  after  a Sale  takes 
place ; a privilege  which  could  not  iail  to  give  au 
inconceivable  spring  to  Commercial  pursuits  if  ex- 
tended to  all  the  other  great  branches  of  Trade. 

The  Warehouses  at  the  Legal  Quays,  where 
Sugars  and  other  West-India  commodities  arc  gene- 
rally landed,  are  not  equal  to  the  accommodation  of 
more  than  32,000  hhds.  of  Sugar:  Those  at  the  Suf- 
ferance Wharfs,'  if  not  occupied  with  other  goods, 
would  contain  60,000  more ; (j)  but  as  they  are  gene- 
rally allotted  for  other  Merchandize,  and  as  it  fre- 
quently happens,  especially  during  war,  that  of  an 
importation  of  1 50,000  hhds.  in  the  course  of  six 
months,  120,000  will  arrive  in  thee-,  the  conse- 
quences have  been  that  Sugars,  and  other  valuable 
ccanmodities,  have  been  piled  upon  the  Quays  six  or 
eight  hogsheads  high. 

Under  such  circumstances,  previous  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police  Office,  the  property 

(j)  Set  Table  of  Sufierance  Wharfs,  page  ji. 

D of 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


34 


TREATISE  ON 


of  the  Planters  and  Merchants  became  a prolific 
harvest  to  the  hordes  of  plunderers  who  work  upon 
the  River,  and  prowl  about  the  Wharfs. — The  Ships 
and  Lighters  also  became  temporary  warehouses, 
equally  the  objects  of  pillage,  and  daily  and  nightly 
depredations,  to  an  extent  that  exceeds  all  credibility; 
while  those  to  whom  the  protection  of  the  property 
was  then  committed  were  themselves,  in  many  in- 
stances, most  deeply  implicated  in  the  villainy. 

But  the  evil  was  by  no  means  confined  to  depre- 
dations committed  on  merchandise  thus  exposed. 
The  loose  system  which  then  pervaded,  and  it  is  to 
be  feared  still  pervades,  the  interior  of  the  Ware- 
houses, is  productive  of  much  abuse  and  no  little  pecu- 
lation, of  which  more  will  be  stated  in  its  proper  place. 

Having  thus  followed  the  Navigation  and  Com- 
merce of  the  River  Thames  regularly  through  all  its 
stages,  in  which  information  or  specific  detail,  as  to 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  both,  or  to  the  oeco- 
nomy  of  the  System  at  large,  appeared  to  be  useful 
and  interesting,  it  now  remains  to  take  a general 
view  of  the  advantages  derived  by  the  State  from  the 

Revenue  op  the  Port  op  London.  • 

In  a Work  of  this  nature,  minute  or  elaborate  in- 
vestigations as  to  the  importance  of  the  Trade  of  the 
Port  of  London,  as  a great  and  prolific  source  of 
Revenue,  are  needless. — The  fact  is  admitted,  and 
appears  evident  from  the  details  which  have  been 

already 
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.nlrcady  giv^n.  It  will  therefore  be  sufficient  briefly 
to  show  the  progress  of  this  great  branch  of  the 
National  income,  and  to  trace  it  from  an  early  period 
to  its  present  wonderful  amount. 

In  the  year  l6l3,  according  to  Davenant,  the 
Customs  of  the  Port  of  London  stood  thus — 

£•  -f-  d. 

On  Gocxls  Outwards  . . ,^.61,322  16  7 
Inwards  . . . 48,250  1 9 

109,572  18  4 

In  the  same  year  the  Customs  of  all  England 

produced  only 35»5°2  9 4 

Being  nearly  three  to  one  in  favour  of  the 
Metropolis. 

In  1666  the  same  Author  states  that  the 
whole  Customs  of  England  were  farmed 

by  the  year,  at 390,000  o o 

From  1671  to  1688  the  whole  Customs  of 
England  produced  on  an  average  yearly,  only  S5S>75'^  ° ^ 
From  1700  ^o  1714  the  Revenue  of  the 
Customs  of  England,  on  an  average  of  15 

years,  yielded 1,352,764  o e 

While  in  17  ii  the  Customs,  as  stated  by 
Davenant  to  have  been  received  in  the 
Port  of  London  alone,  amounted  to  . . i >353,485  o o 
In  1725  the  Customs  of  this  Port  amounted 
to  about «...  1,500,000  o o 

— 1750  , Idem,  exclusive  of  the  Excise  on 

Spirits,  Tea,  See.  &c.  about  . . . 1,750,000  o o 

— 1775  . Idem  . . . Idem  • • Idem  2,250,000  o p 

— 1785  . Idem  . . . Idem  . . Idem  2,500,000  o o 

— 1795  . Idem  . . . Idem  . . Idem  3,643,940  9 ii 

— 1796  . Idem  . . . Idem  . . Idem  4,168,661  ii  2 

— 1798  . Idem  . . . Idem  . . Idem  4,815,031  16  2 

— 1799  . Idem,  including  Convoy  duties  6,422,791  o 5 
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From  this  just  point  of  view  in  which  the  subject 
is  placed,  the  mind  must  be  struck  with  astonishment, 
(especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  immense 
duties  of  Excise  are  not  included,)  at  a progress  so 
rapid,  under  the  weight  of  so  many  succeeding  wars, 
and  terminating  at  a crisis  of  unexampled  Public 
cxpence,  in  so  splendid  a display  of  the  Ojmmercial 
enterprize  of  the  Merchants,  and  the  opulence  of 
the  Metropolis;  exhibiting,  at  the  same  time,  the 
abilityit  possesses  ofcontributing,  in  every  exigency  of 
danger  and  difficulty,  to  the  effectual  aid  of  the  State. 

The  fact  however  is,  that  not  a little  of  the  success 
of  the  Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  spring  which  has  been  given  to  it 
by  the  wise  and  enlightened  policy  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  course  of  the  present  War. — This 
policy,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  hostile  Nations 
to  prevent  it,  has  opened  a lucrative  and  beneficial 
Trade  to  their  resfecthe  Countries,  unexampled  in  all 
former  Wars:  a measure  highly  creditable  to  the  pene- 
tration and  judgment  of  those  W'ho  had  strength  of 
mind  to  conceive,  and  resolution  to  execute  it,  in 
opposition  to  so  many  popular  prejudices  : a measure, 
in  short,  most  admirably  calculated  to  invigorate 
Commerce,  and  the  resources  of  the  Country',  at 
the  cxpcnce  of  the  Enemy.  (/) 

Concluding 

(/)  Notwithstanding  the  present  War,  and  tiie  various  prohibi- 
tions vainly  attempted  to  be  enfori.-ed  by  our  enemies  in  Spain, 
France  atiti  Holland,  onr  Trade  with  these  Countries,  in  conse- 
q'.icncc  of  tlie  Mctisures  above  alluded  to,  as  pursued  by  Govern- 
tnent,  appears  by  the  General  View  in  page  zi,  to  have  been  very 
extentive.  Inipom 
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Concluding  Observations. 

While  every  lover  of  his  Country  must  glory  in 
its  Commercial  Aggrandizement,  and  in  the  exalted 
pre-eminence  which  she  holds  among  the  Nations  of 
the  World  ; the  same  spirit  of  patriotism  should  act 
as  an  incentive  to  the  establishment  of  those  prin- 
ciples of  moral  rectitude,  which  form  the  only  true 
and  solid  foundation  of  permanent  profperitv,  either 
among  Nations  or  Individuals.  How  much  soever 
the  mind  may  he  dazzled  with  the  glare  of  power  and 
wealth,  no  truth  is  better  established  than  this;  that 
where  riches  flow  upon  a Country,  exhibiting  in  one 
scale  the  advantages  arising  from  the  accumulation 
of  masses  of  property,  these  blessings  arc  but  too 
frequently  weighed  down  by  an  accession  of  crimes 
in  the  other: — these,  unless  their  increase  is  prevented 
in  due  time,  will  forcibly  operate  in  sapping  the 
foundation  of  all  morals,  and  insensibly  lead  to  those 
consequences  which  have  fatally  terminated  the  Ponc- 
er,  the  Splendor,  and  even  the  Existence  of  Nations. 

The  present  state  of  society  and  manners — The 
wonderful  change  apparent  in  the  habits  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Community — The  recent,  and 
perhaps  too  effectual  attempts  to  undermine  that 
sense  of  Religion  and  moral  rectitude,  which  re- 
imports and  Exports  to To  ^in Z'9+7»7>9  *7  ® 

and  from  the  Port  m Lon-  (To  France  and  Flan- 

don  only,  for  the  year  end- f dert 1,01^,017  19  o 

ing  the  5th  of  Jan.  1^98.  J To  Holland  . ,.  . 2,211,362  o 10 

Total  . . ,^.4,174,139  17  6 

strained 
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strained  the  mass  of  the  people  from  minor  acts  of 
delinquency  : All  these  considerations  call  for  such 
internal  regulations  as  may  operate  in  the  most  imme- 
diate manner,  in  controlling  the  ill-directed  and  tu- 
multuous activity  of  human  passions;  to  counteract 
the  inriuence  of  wealth  under  its  various  attractions 
of  pleasure  and  pain  ; anti  to  prevent  it  from  dis- 
seminating its  poison,  while  it  confers  its  blessings. 

To  ctFect  this  purpose,  itustmable  in  a national 
point  of  view,  and  benevolent  and  humane  to  all 
whose  vices  and  enormities  it  tends  to  restrain,  a 
Tol'ice  must  be  resorted  to  upon  the  broad  scale  of 
Gitural  Prevention — Mild  in  its  opera t torn , — P-ffec~ 
live  in  its  results  ; having  justice  and  humanity  for 
its,  basts,  ami  the  general  seatrity  of  the  State  and  In- 
dividuals for  its  ultimate  object. 

The  art  of  occonomising  through  the  medium  of 
a well-regulated  Police,  with  a view  to  the  preven- 
tion of  crimes,  by  the  introtluciion  of  restraints, 
perfectly  congenial  to  the  principles  of  the  British 
Constitution,  may  be  considered  as  a new  branch  of 
Science  in  Political  Philosophy. 

Fortunately  however  for  the  best  interests  of  Man- 
kind, such  a system  has  been  demonstrated  to  be 
practicable.  In  its  further  operation,  the  true  happi- 
ness and  comfort  of  the  People  will  inevitably  be  pro- 
moted ; while  by  extending  security  to  Commercial 
Property,  the  privileges  of  innocence  will  be  pre- 
served, and  the  comforts  of  Civil  Society  eminently 
enlarged. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Reflections  on  the  origin,  rise,  and  progress  of  Depreda- 
tions on  the  River  Thames. — Causes  assigned,  viz. 
Smuggling  pursuits  generating  Depravity — Impu- 
nity—The  vcant  of  apposite  Laws,  and  the  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. — River  Plunder  felt 
as  a serious  evil  about  the  middle  of  the  Century. — 
The  Bumboat  Act  of  the  id  Geo.  III.  Cap.  28. — Its 
Provisions  explained. — Rimboats  greatly  diminished 
since  the  passing  of  this  act — Supplied  by  the 
Jf'atermens  boats. — The  ineflicacy  of  the  Bum- 
boat  Act  explained. — Culprits  support  one  another 
by  raising  a general  Fund  for  Penalties.  The  in- 
jury to  the  Crown  and  the  Subject,  from  this  source 
in  the  Century,  estimated  at  Ten  Millions  Sterling. 
An  Inquiry  instituted  in  \7Q7,  'O-'ith  a vinv  to  the 
establishing  a Police. — A detail  of  the  evils  which 
the  adoption  of  the  System  developed,  1 st.  with  re- 
spect to  the  Depredations  of  River  Pirates — id. 
Night  Plunderers — 3r/.  Light  Horsemen — Ath. 

Heavy  Horsemen — 5/7/.  Journeymen  Coopers — tj/A. 
JVatermen — 7th.  Mud- larks — S/A.  Rat-catchers — 
p/A.  Game  Lightermen — 10/A.  Scuffle-hunters. — 
Pillage  on  the  Quays. — JFarehouscs. — The  Devil 
hogsheads  explained. — The  aggregate  loss  under  pre- 
tence of  drawing  Samples,  estimated  at  70,000/.  a 
year  in  Wesi-lndia  articles,  exclusive  of  general 
plunder. — Concluding  observations. 

3 ^ No 
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sooner  had  the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames 
arrived  at  that  point  of  respectability,  which  rendered 
it  necessary,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Port, 
to  remove  Merchandise  in  large  quantities  from  Ships 
and  Vessels  to  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Landing-places,  and  vice  versa,  than  it  appears  to 
have  been  afflicted  by  Criminal  Depredation. 

It  is  probable,  however,  (although  the  fact  cannot 
bc'clearly  ascertained)  that  this  ha<J  not  become  a 
very  serious  evil,  until  after  the  commencement  of 
the  18th  Century. 

The  progress  of  evil  propensities  was  slow,  while 
a sense  of  Religion  and  Morality  operated  in  a greater 
degree  than  at  present,  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  In  the  moral,  as  in  the  phy- 
sical World,  the  change  of  habit  is  gradual,  and 
often  imperceptible.  In  contemplating  the  magni- 
tude of  the  abuses  which  are  to  be  developed  in 
this  Work,  the  mind  is  naturally  led  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  which  have  produced  a system  of 
matured  delinquency;  which  is  perhaps,  unparalleled 
in  the  criminal  history  of  any  other  country. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  disposition  to  pillage 
Commercial  Property  while  afloat,  derived  its  origin, 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  fiom  the  habit  of  Smug- 
gling, which  has  prevailed  ever  since  Revenues  were 
collected. 
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The  unpopniarity  which  attached  upon  all  Imposts 
levied  on  the  Subject  in  the  earlier  periods  of  Society, 
when  men’s  minds  were  less  expanded  and  en- 
lightened, rendered  illicit  transactions  and  frauds 
upon  the  State  lc«  an  object  of  reproach  than  of- 
fences committed  on  the  property  of  individuals : 
This  indeed  continues  too  much  the  case  even  at 
the  present  day,  and  hence  the  minds  of  the  Offend- 
ers cease  to  be  restrained  by  a sense  of  the  moral 
turpitude  of  the  action. 

By  degrees,  probably  (though  the  transition  was 
easy)  little  distinction  was  made  in  illicit  transac- 
tions between  the  Jidventure  of  the  Individual,  and 
the  Property  of  the  Merchant  or  Consignee  of  the  Cargo. 
The  habit  once  acquired  of  removing  the  one  in  a 
clandestine  manner,  led  by  analogy  to  the  removal 
of  the  other. — ^The  mind  thus  reconciled  to  the  ac- 
tion, the  offence  screened  by  impunity,  and  appa- 
rently sanctioned  by  custom,  tlie  habits  of  pillage 
increased  : others  seduced  by  the  force  of  example, 
and  stimulated  by  motives  of  avarice,  soon  pursued 
the  same  course  of  Criminally,  while  the  want  of 
apposite  Laws,  and  the  means  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution those  that  existed,  gave  an  extensive  range  to 
Delinquency.  New  Converts  to  the  System  of  Ini- 
quity were  rapidly  made.  I'hc  mass  of  Labourers 
on  the  River  became  gradually  contaminated. — A 
similar  class  upon  the  Quays,  and  in  the  Ware- 
houses, caught  the  infection,  and  the  evil  expanded 
as  Commerce  incrcasc<L 
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Certain  it  is,  that  Depredations  on  the  Floating' 
Property  in  the  River  Thames  were  felt  as  a very 
serious  evil,  so  early  as  the  micWle  of  the  Centurj’ : 
since  it  appears  that  various  efforts  were  used  about 
that  period,  to  put  the  then  existing  Laws  in  exe- 
cution, for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  Thefts 
committed  on  the  Tackle,  Apparel  and  Stores,  and 
also  on  the  Cargoes,  of  Ships  and  Vessels  lading  and 
discharging  in  the  Port  of  London  : These  efforts 
proving  ineffectual  from  the  deficiency  experienced 
in  the  Laws,  recourse  was  had  to  the  Legislature, 
which  at  length  produced  the  Act  of  the  2d  of  his 
present  Majesty,  cap,  28,  “ /o  prevent  the  com- 
“ nutting  of  'I'hefts  and  Frauds  by  persons  navi- 
“ gating  Bumboats  and  other  Boats  upon  the 
“ River  Thames."  — From  the  Preamble  to  this 
Act  it  is  plain,  that  it  originated  from  the  evils 
then  felt  by  Ship-Owners  as  well  as  Merchants. 
This  Preamble  recites  “ that  many  ill-disposed  per- 
“ sons,  using  and  navigating  upon  the  River  Thames, 
“ certain  boats,  commonly  called  Bwnhoals,  and  other 
I essels,  under  pretence  of  selling  Liquors  of  different 
“ sorts,  and  also  Slops,  Tobacco,  Besoms,  Fruit, 
“ Greens,  Ginger-bread,  and  other  such  like  veures, 
“ and  things,  to  atul  amongst  the  Seamen  and  La- 
“ bowers  employed  in  atul  about  Ships,  J'essels  and 
“ other  Craft  there,  do  frequently  take  oecasion  to 
“ cut,  damage,  and  spoil  the  Cordage,  Cables,  Buoys 
and  Buoy-ropes,  and  the  Head-fasts,  and  other 
“ Fasts,  belonging  to  such  Ships,  Vessels,  ami  Crfft, 
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**  and  fraudulently  carry  away  the  same ^•^Itkevo'ise 
“ encourage  such  Seamen  and  Labourers  to  dispose  of 
“ such  Cordage,  Cablis,  and  Buoys,  and  such  Goods, 
^‘  Merchandise,  Materials  and  Stores,  secretly  and 
“ unlawfully,  whereby  great  losses  are  sustained  by 
“ Merchants  and  Owners  of  ^uch  Ships  and  Vessels, 
“ and  other  Craft  trading  in  the  said  River' ' 

The  existence  of  the  evil  is  here  strongly  depicted, 
and  the  object  in  view,  seems  to  have  been  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Stores  and  Materials  of  Vessels  trading 
to  the  Port  of  London^  as  well  as  their  Cargoes. — 
Considerable  pains  seem  to  have  been  bestowed  in 
attempting  to  reach  the  evils  that  existed,  and  a 
certain  cxpence  was  incurred  in  obtaining  this  Act: 
Yet,  perhaps  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a 
local  Statute,  fourteen  years  actually  elapsed  after 
its  passing,  before  any  one  of  its  provisions  was 
carried  into  effect. 

It  has  indeed  been  the  case  with  many  very 
salutary  and  wholesome  Laws,  that  they  have 
remained  a dead  letter  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
Community. 

These,  among  numerous  other  inconveniences, 
which  are  suffered  by  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Public,  clearly  demonstrate,  that  an  active  prin- 
ciple is  wanting  in  the  Body  Politic,  not  only  to  give 
effect  to  the  Laws  now  in  being  for  the  well-ordering 
of  Society,  but  to  suggest  others,  as  circumstances 
change,  whereby  the  rapid  strides  of  Delinquency 
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may  be  impeded,  and  a greater  portion  of  Security 
extended  both  to  Life  and  Property. 

By  this  Act  it  is  provided  “ That  the  Owners  of, 
or  Persons  using  Bumboats  between  London  Bridge 
and  the  Hope  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  bartering 
their  Wares  with  Seamen  and  Labourers  in  the 
River,  should  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  Trade 
until  Registered,  Marked,  Numbered,  and  Licensed 
by  the  Trinity  Corporation ;(«)  who  are  also  authorised 
under  their  Common  Seal  (and  the  same  authority 
is  given  to  any  seven  or  moac  Owners  or  Masters  of 
Ships  then  wholly  or  partly  in  the  River)  to  appoint 
persons  who  shall  have  authority  to  search  and  de- 
tain any  Boat  having  goods  on  board,  suspected  to  bo 
part  of  the  Cargo  or  Materials  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in 
the  River  Thames,  and  to  have  been  stolen  ®r  unlaw- 
fully procured ; and  also,  to  apprehend  the  persons  be- 
longing to  such  boat,  and  to  convey  them  before  a Jus- 
tice, having  local  jurisdiction,  and  in  default  of  a satis- 
factory account  being  given,  or  the  production  of 
the  person  from  whom  the  goods  were  obtained, 
then  the  Offenders  to  be  deemed  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and  the  Boat,  Tackle,  and  Lading  to  be 
forfeited. 

Constables  and  Beadles,  and  Watchmen  while 
on  duty,  are  authorised  to  seize  and  apprehend  per— 

(a}  For  a List  of  the  persons  at  present  licensed,  with  which  the 
Corporation  obligingly  (uroisbed  the  Author,— See  ArrENSix, 
Ko.  II. 

sons 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIVBR  POLICE. 


43 


sons  having  Ropes,  Stores,  and  other  Goods,  suspect- 
ed to  have  been  stolen,  or  unlawfully  procured, 
from  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  and 
to  bring  the  Parties  in  like  manner  before  a Justice  : 
The  Offender,  if  unable  to  produce  a person  to  prove 
the  sale  and  delivery,  or  to  give  a satisfactory  ac- 
count, shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a misdemeanor. 
The  goods  so  seized  are  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Churchwardens  of  the  Parish,  or  in  any  other 
convenient  place,  and  if  not  claimed  after  due 
notice,  they  arc  to  be  sold,  and  the  produce  divided 
between  the  Informer  and  the  Parish. 

“ Justices  arc  also  authorised  upon  Information, 
on  Oath,  of  a suspicion  of  the  Concealment  of  Goods, 
stolen  from  Ships  or  Vessels,  in  any  house  or  place, 
to  grant  a warrant  to  search  ; and,  if  Goods  are 
found,  to  convey  the  same  with  the  occupiers  of 
the  house  before  a Justice  : The  Offenders  refusing 
to  give  an  account  to  his  satisfaction,  by  what  means 
titey  were  obtained,  or  to  produce,  iu  a reasonable 
time,  the  Parties  from  whom  they  were  purchased, 
shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor. 

“ The  Penalty  inflicted  by  the  Act,  in  all  the  fore- 
going cases  of  misdemeanors,  is  40j.  for  the  first  Of- 
fence, and  4/.  for  the  Second,  and  every  subsequent 
Offence,  to  be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale  ; or,  in 
default  of  such  Distress,  the  Offender  to  be  impri- 
soned for  the  first  Offence  one  Month,  for  the  second 
two  Months,  and  for  every  subsequent  Offence,  till 
he  shall  be  discharged  by  the  Sessions. 

6 “ Pawn- 
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“ Pawnbrokers  and  others  arc  also  authorised  and 
required  to  stop  suspected  persons  offering  goods 
to  sale,  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Mate- 
rials of  Vessels,  and  to  bring  the  Parties  before  a Jus- 
tice to  be  dealt  with  as  in  the,  foregoing  cases. 

“ It  is  by  this  Act  made  an  Offence  punishable  by 
14  years’  Transportation,  to  buy  or  receive  Gk>ods 
stolen  from  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames  ; and  with 
seven  years’  Transportation,  to  eut,  spoil,  or  da- 
mage any  Cordage,  Cables,  Buoys,  Buoy-ropes,  or 
Headlasts,  fixed  to  Anchors  or  Moorings  in  the 
River  Thames,  with  an  intent  to  steal  the  same; 
and  the  like  Punishment  of  seven  years’  Transporta- 
tion, is  inflicted  for  obstructing  the  execution  of  this 
Act.” 

This  is  the  only  Statute  which  at  present  applies, 
in  a direct  manner,  to  the  Depredations  committed 
on  the  River  Thames.  The  object  of  the  framers 
of  it  appears  to  have  been,  to  attach  some  punishment 
to  cases  where  the  actual  Felony  could  not  be  proved, 
which  was  generally  impossible,  previous  to  the  Esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police. 

It  seems  also  to  have  been  conceived  at  the  time, 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  Delinquency  which  pre- 
vailed, was  facilitated  in  an  eminent  degree,  by 
persons  trading  in  Bumboats  among  the  Shipping  ; 
which  suggested  the  very  proper  idea  of  placing  this 
class  of  people  under  control,  as  a necessary  measure 
of  Police  for  the  prevcnlion  of  Crimes. 

Whether 
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Whether  the  enforcing  the  penalties  of  this  Act, 
had  the  effect  to  banish  this  class  of  River  Hawkers 
from  the  Pool,  or  from  whatever  cause  it  has  pro- 
ceeded, ceruiin  it  is,  that  their  number  is  greatly  di- 
minished* within  the  last  20  years,  since  it  appears 
there  are  only  at  present  155  (a:)  upon  the  Registers, 
who  have  received  Licences,  and  these  chiefly  carry 
on  their  traffic  among  the  Shipping. in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gravesend,  where  many  of  them  reside, 
out  of  the  view  of  those  who  are  authorised  to  eon- 
trol  them. 

Jt  is  to  be  lamented  that  Successors  to  these  Traf- 
fickers in  Plunder,  were  soon  found  in  the  fraternity  of 
Watermen,  who  appear  to  have  given  at  least  equal, 
if  not  greater,  facility  in  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  Stolen  Property  ; for  the  evil,  instead  of  being 
lessened  by  the  diminution  of  the  Bumboats,  has 
been  gradually  increasing  every  year.  It  is  evident 
also,  that  the  detection  of  Oflenders,  and  the  nu- 
merous convictions  under  this  Act,  {y)  have  been 
equally  inefficacious  : — On  the  contrary,  it  appears 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  operated  in  a 
manner  diametrically  opposite  to  the  views  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates. For  the  Culprits  on  discovering  that  the 
penalty  in  the  first  instance,  and  recourse  was  sel- 

(<■)  Vide  Appendix,  No.  II. 

01  Biimboat  convictions  have  exceeded  2joo  since  the  Act 
was  put  in  force,  and  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  could  nor  amount 
to  less  than  from  six  to  seven  thousand  pounds, 
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dom  Iwd  to  the  severer  penalties,  amounted  only  to 
40j.  pnd  that,  previous  to  tlie  Institution  of  a 
River  Guard  under  the  Marine  Police,  even  this  pe- 
nalty did  not  probably  attach  to  one  offence  in  three 
or  four  they  established  a general  Subscrip- 

tion Club,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  all  expences 
arising  from  detections,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 
This  Subscription  the  profits  of  their  Plunder  well 
enabled  them  to  support  : and  hence,  instead  of  a 
check,  the  Statute  was  made  to  operate  as  a kind  of 
licence,  and  this  mischievous  and  extensive  Confe- 
deracy was  encouraged  to  continue  its  enormous 
Depredations  on  Commercial  Property  without  the 
dread  of  punishment;  for  the  common  fund  secured  i 
them  against  all  expcnces  in  cases  of  conviction,  and  ' 
indeed  against  the  possibility  of  suffering  any  mate- 
rial inconvenience.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  there- 
fore, that  the  evil  in  a very  few  years  extended  far  J 
and  wide.  | 

During  this  warfare  upon  Commercial  Property, 
the  Crown  and  the  Subject  participated  in  the  loss  , 
sustained  ; while  the  morals  and  the  industry  of  the 
Nation  were  no  less  sufferers  by  the  vice  and  tlie 
idleness  which  these  abominable  confederacies  disse- 
minated ; and  which,  in  the  course  of  the  Century, 
have  subjected  the  Revetaie  and  Cotumerce  of  the 
Country  to  an  aggregate  loss,  which  camot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  Ten  Millions  Sterling  at  least. 

Things  were  in  this  situation  at  the  close  of  the 
year  17Q7,  when  an  inquiry  was  instituted  with  re-  ' 
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sped  to  this  alarming  evil  in  all  its  gradations,  with 
a view  to  the  formatioil  of  a Systdm  of  River  Police, 
which  might  stem  the  torrent  of  existing  mischief, 
iiticl  overcome  thosd  difficulties  Which  had  hereto- 
fore liafficd  the  linited  efforts  of  the  Merchahts;  atid 
fihally,  (hat  by  a mild  and  pruderit  applidation  of  thfe 
arth  of  legal  authority,  strengthened  by  a cotnpetent 
civil  force,  such  rtieasures  might  be  adopted  as  should 
bcefftetual  Ih  subduing  the  enemy,  and  in  protecting 
the  Ploatittg  Property  upon  the  ftWCf  I'hames,  from 
a contlnuahcd  of  the  unexampled  Depredations  to 
which  it  had  so  long  been  subject. 

This  inquiry  has  developed  the  scene  of  iniquity 
which  is  now  to  be  detailed,  and  brought  under  the 
review  of  the  Reader ; which  will  serve  at  once,  as 
aft  iffefragable  ptoof  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
timely  cXpcdicrlts,  to  prevent  that  multiplication  of 
Crimes,  which  are  the  never-failing  attendants  of 
opulence;  and  as  a beacon  to  the  Commercial  World 
against  the  evils  resulting  from  this  source. 

After  travelling  over  Volumes  of  Documents,  ex- 
hibiting the  various  devices  to  which  Delinquents 
had  recourse  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Plunder  on 
the  River  Thames,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to 
arrange  the  details  respecting  this  extensive  mischief 
ttnder  the  following  beads 
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I.  River  Piract. 

This  species  of  Depredation  was  carried  on  by 
the  most  desperate  and  depraved  class  of  the  frater- 
nity of  nautical  Vagabonds,  aided  by  Receivers 
(equally  noxious  and  hostile  to  the  interest  of  So- 
ciety) who  kept  Old  Iron  and  Junk  Shops,  in  places 
adjacent  to  the  River,  ever  ready  to  deposit  and  to 
conceal  the  nocturnal  Plunder  of  these  hostile  Ma- 
rauders, who  were  generally  armed  and  equiped 
with  Boats,  cither  kept  or  stolen  for  the  particular 
object  they  had  in  view. 

It  was  the  practice  of  these  Frcc-booters,  to 
select  dark  nights  for  committing  Depredations  ; 
having  preriously  reconnoitered  the  River  during 
the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  particu- 
lar Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  most  likely  to  afford  a 
prolific  harvest,  either  from  the  nature  of  the  Mer- 
chandise, Stores,  or  Materials,  which  w’ere  accessible, 
or  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  without  the 
protection  of  a nightly  Watch. 

In  a Port  where,  as  we  have  seen,  there  are  seldom 
less  than  1000  Ships  and  Vessels,  lading  and  dis- 
charging valuable  Merchandise,  and  from  200  to 
500  Craft,  in  which  a part  of  this  Merchandise  is 
deposited  in  its  transit  to  or  from  the  Vessels  lying 
in  the  Pool,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  daring  and 
audacious  those  Miscreants  would  become,  unre- 
strained  by  any  Police,  or  any  hazard  of  apprehen- 
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■ion  ; emboldened  by  the  force  of  their  Gangs,  and 
the  total  want  of  a River  Guard.  Well  authenti- 
cated instances  have  been  adduced  of  their  cutting 
bags  of  cotton,  and  other  valuables,  from  the  quarters 
ofShips  on  their  first  arrival;  andevenof  theirweighing 
anchors,  and  getting  clear  off  with  these  heavy  ma- 
terials, together  with  the  Cables  aiid  every  portable 
article  upon  the  deck  of  a Ship : One  instance  in 
particular  occurred  a few  years  ago,  where  an  Ame- 
rican and  a Guernsey  Ship  were  plundered  in  this 
manner,  by  the  actual  removal  both  of  Anchors  and 
Cables,  ultimately  in  the  view  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Vessels,  who  were  alarmed  time  enough  to  get  upon 
deck,  to  learn  the  fact  from  the  River  Pirates  them- 
selves ; who,  as  they  rowed' off,  told  them  that  they 
had  got  their  Anchors  and  Cables,  at  the  same  time 
•wishing  them  a good  morning. 

They  are  no  less  adroit  with  respect  to  Lighters 
having  cargoes  on  board,  wherever  they  are,  cither 
unprotected,  or  where  they  arc  able  to  bribe  or  over- 
awe the  watch.  Their  practice  has  been  to  cut 
Lighters  with  valuable  cargoes  a-drift,  and  to  follow 
them  until  the  tide  carries  them  to  convenient 
situations  to  be  pillaged,  and  then  to  remove  as  much 
of  the  cargo  as  their  strength,  and'the  opportunities" 
they  possess  of  concealment,  will  admit.  By  such 
means  have  the  ponderous  and  bulky  articles  of 
Tallow  and  Hemp  been  plundered  to  a considerable 
extent ; while  the  Tackle,  Materials,  and  Stores,  of 
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Vcssele,  of  nil  dimcnsioos,  have  suffered  scverclf. 
Not  seldom  also  have  the  portable  Packages  landed 
from  Ships  under  discharge,  as  well  as  Bales, 
Boxes,  and  Trunks  of  merchandise,  in  their  transit  to 
outward-bound  vessels,  been  the  object  of  similar 
attacks. 

Previous  to  the  war,  this  class  of  audacious  plun- 
derers was  very  numerous.  Tbe  impress-servica 
diminished  them  considerably,  but  unless  the  vigour 
of  the  present  River  Police  systani  is  continued, 
and  improved  by  apposite  liCgUlativc  Powers,  and 
its  force  considerably  increased,  they  will  become 
oxtremely  funnidabic  on  the  return  of  peace,  wbcQ 
so  many  depraved  characters  will,  of  coui%,  be  tha- 
ehargod  from  the  Navy  aod  Army. 

n.  Night  Pluhdbbers. 

This  class  is  chiefly  composed  of  gangs  of  the 
most  dissolute  of  the  Watermen,  who  prefer  idleness 
ft)  labour,  and  indulge  in  every  kind  of  low  extrava- 
gance. They  are  in  general  exceedingly  depraved 
and  audacious,  and  (like  the  River  Pirates)  are  all  in 
connection  with  different  Receivers,  some  of  whom 
arc  opulent.  Being  also  in  the  practice  of  associating 
"with  the  stationary  watchmen  upon  the  Lighters, 
and  of  seducing  them  over  to  their  views,  they  have 
had  abundant  scoj)e  for  carrpng  on  their  nefarious 
designs.  Their  depredations  are  chiefly  conflned  to 
unprotected  Lighters, W'hich  arc  generally  pointed  out 
lo  them  by  w aichmen  who  are  associates  in  the  same 
2 criminal 
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erimind  pursuits,-  and  share  in  tlie  booty.  CTn  dis- 
ccMTering  by  this  means  where  plunder  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, their  practice  has  been  to  provide  themselves  with 
a lug-boat,  seized  on  for  the  purpose,  to  pro- 
ceed to  these  unprotected  Lighters  at  midnight ; and 
to  remove  such  parts  of  their  cargoes  as  are  acces- 
sible and  portable : This  they  convey  immediately 
to  the  place  settled  by  the  Receiver,  or  criminal 
purchaser,  and  there  deposit  the  spoil.  One  instance 
of  this  kind  occurred  in  January  179Q : when  a gang 
of  these  miscreants  were  detected  in  the  a6t  of  lad- 


ing a lug-boat  with  Hemp,  from  a Lighter’ near  St. 
Catharine’s.  The  Hemp  was  secured,  and  one  of 
the  culprits  at  the  same  time  apprehended'  by  the 
Marine  Police  Sun’eyors;  this  man,  becoming  after- 
wards an  evidsnee  for  the  Crown,  developed^  scene  of 
iniquity  which,  from  its  nature  and  extent,  attracted 
particular  notice  ; especially' as  the  measures  which 
these  adepts  in  this  species  of  RWCr  plunder  resorted 
iOy  appeared  not  to  have  been  before  enrolled  in  the 
catalogue  of  devices  practised  by  such  criminals. 
It  turned  out  on  a full  investigation,  that  hve  boat 
loads  of  Hemp,  averaging  about  13  cwt.  each,  had 
been  stolen  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks,  and  con- 


veyed through  London  Bridge  to  Ranclagb  Creek ; 
two  of  which  were  sold  to  a twine  spinner  in  that’ 
neighbourhood.  Three  of  the  five  boat  loads,  were 
carted  down  in  the  day  time  openly  to  the  warehouse 
of  aReceiver  in  the  City;  while  the  other  tw’o,  were 
conveyed  up  to  a wharf  near  the  premises  of  the 
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§ame  Receiver,  and  delivered  by  the  thieves  them- 
selves, with  every  appearance  of  its  being  a fair 
transaction,  and  without  any  suspicion  being  excited 
to  the  contrary  ; although  the  goods  were  actually 
stolen  the  night  before. 

The  mode,  however,  which  is  practised  in  con- 
veying these  articles,  differs  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  Goods  which  are  stolen.  While  in  some 
cases  delinquents  are  less  liable  to  detection,  from  the 
great  extent  of  the  Metropolis,  in  removing  their 
plunder  to  the  repositories  of  the  Receiver  in  open 
day  ; so  in  others,  where  articles  are  subject  to 
seizure  by  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  a nocturnal  ex- 
pedition is  planned.  The  fraudulent  purchaser  is 
apprued  of  the  design.  He  remains  up  during  the 
iiiglft,with  open  doors,  ready  to  receive  his  associates 
in  criminalty.  The  Watchmen  in  the  tract  through 
which  they  are  to  pass,  being  generally  his  neigh- 
bours, or  perhaps  under  his  immediate  influence 
and  controiU,are  seduced  by  a small  gratuity  to  allow 
the  smugglirtg  transaction  to  pass  unnoticed,  and 
the  plunder  is,  by  this  mean,  secured  in  its  transit, 
and  is  speedily  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1798,  a Lighter  was 
robbed  of  five  casks  of  American  Ashes,  of  the  value 
of  £.50  and  upwards,  which  were  carried  at  mid- 
night in  bags  to  the  house  of  an  opulent  Receiver, 
who  sat  up  two  different  nights  to  receive  the 
booty-  lie  remunerated  the  thieves,  by  paying  them 
about  a quarter  of  the  value,  besides  regaling  them 
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with  a supper  and  liquor.  The  watchman  received 
half  a crown  for  his  civility  in  taking  no  notice  of 
the  transaction. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  plunder  of  the 
Lighters,  there  has  for  a considerable  time  existed  a 
most  extensive  and  alarming  system  of  depredation 
upon  the  cargoes  of  outward-bound  ships,  in  various 
ways,  by  this  class  of  River  Thieves.  Here  the 
amount  of  the  plunder  is  by  no  means  the  most  se* 
rious  evil;  for  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  property, 
which  the  ship-masters  are  always  obliged  to  make 
good,  they  frequently,  at  the  same  time,  have  an  un- 
deserved stigma  fixed  upon  their  character,  produc- 
tive of  consequences  the  most  calamitous  to  them- 
selves and  families,  as  they  are  unjustly  divestqd  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  very  means  of  subsistence. 

Not  long  since,  a Boat  with  two  trunks  of  printed 
Muslins  of  considerable  value,  was  overtaken  and 
seized  about  midnight,  together  with  two  of  these 
nightly  plunderers,  by  the  Marine  Police  Surveyors. 
On  examination  before  the  Magistrates,  it  appeared, 
that  one  of  the  culprits  had  entered  as  a mariner  for 
the  voyage  on  board  the  vessel, merely  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  him  the  means  of  plundering  the  cargo 
while  in  the  progress  of  stowage.  With  this  evif 
intention  in  his  mind,  he  placed  the  two  trunks  m 
question  in  an  accessible  situation,  close  to  the  forc- 
scuttle,  the  key  of  which  (for  it  was  always  locked 

in  the  night)  he  took  on  shore  during  the  day  to  the 
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!fleceiver,  ^rho  ha4  agre^l  to  puroliase  the  ^oq|y 
when  procured.  The  Receiver  got  a similar 
made;  the  original  being  returned  to  the  place  where: 
it  usually  hung  in  the  binacle,  early  in  the  afternoon, 
to  prevent  suspicion.  A little  before  niltlnight,  the 
two  thieves  went  on  board,  opened  the  scuttle- batch* 
with  the  key  which  the  Receiver  had  procured  XQ 
' be  made,  and  the  two  trunks  being  placed  in  9 si?- 
tuation  to  be  handed  up  at  once,  they  were  removed 
into  the  boat  without  discovery  ; and  thq  property 
would  probably  have  never  been  heard  of,  had  there 
not  at  the  time  been  a vigilaut  guard  upon  the  river. 

One  of  the  prisoners  made  a candid  coofcs^ion^ 
and  stated  various  other  robberies  which  had  bcea 
committed  by  similar  devices.  In  the  course  of  bis 
examination,  he  mentioned  a particular  ship,  from 
which  he  and  others  had  taken  property  to  a consi- 
derable amount.  A gentleman  present  at  the  time, 
immediately  mentioned  that  he  perfectly  recollected 
the  circumstance,  and  the  unhappy  consequences 
attending  the  robbery ; for  the  unfortunate  master* 
who  now’  appeared  to  have  been  perfectly  innocent, 
lost  both  bis  situation  and  his  character. 

When  great  evils  are  suH'ercd  to  accumulate,  and 
culprits  allowed  to  proceed  io  their  mischievous 
courses  with  impunity,  they  at  length  become  so 
adroit,  so  hardened,  and  so  audacious  as  to  stop  at 
nothing ; and  hence  it  has  followed,  that  this  last  spe- 
ci6cd  mode  of  plunder,  bad  like  that  upon  homeward- 
^upd  cargoes,  become  a much  more  serious^ exd 
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has  |}een  generally  conceived ; for  the  actual  felony 
could  rarely  be  discovered,  and  indeed,  was  seldom  or 
ever  suspected,  until  the  ship  discharged  her  cargo  at  a 
distant  port.  Deficiencies  of  this  nature,  which  fre- 
quently were  imputed  to  inaccuracies  and  mistakes 
in  shippiog  the  cargo,  were,  in  fact,  the  result  of 
deliberate  acts  of  villainy,  committed  under  circum- 
tunces  where  no  clue  to  a discover}’  could  be  found, 
and  where  the  Owners  or  Shipmasters  were  saddled 
with  the  ultimate  loss. 

Encouraged  in  this  manner  by  the  security  against 
detection,  and  the  resource  for  plunder,  which  was 
afforded  by  the  transit  of  perhaps  not  less  than  two 
millions  of  packages,  -composing  outward-bound 
cargoes  in  the  course  of  a year  ; it  is  certain  that  thia 
species  of  depredation  has,  for  a length  of  time,  been 
gradually  increasing ; and  the  River  plunderers,  per- 
haps from  the  extent  and  value  of  the  booty  which 
is  obtained,  appear,  of  late  years,  to  have  preferred 
this  mode  of  robbery;  particularly  since  the  establish  ■ ' 
ment  of  the  River  Police,  which,  has,  in  so  great  a 
degree,  destroyed  the  system  of  pillage  which  pre-  ^ 
vailed  in  the  homeward-bound  West-India  cargoes. 

Indeed,  when  the  state  of  morals  among  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  individuals  employed  upon  the  River 
is  considered,  it  ceases  to  be  a matter  of  wonder, ' 
that  men,  who  may  be  said  to  have  been  regularly 
trained  to  acts  of  delinquency,  whose  expensiv*  ’ 
mode  of  living,  in  consequence  of  depraved  habits, ' 
increases  their  wants,  and  who  are  no  longer  re-' 
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Strained  by  any  sense  of  the  turpitude  or  injustice  of 
the  action,  should  be  driven  from  one  criminal  con- 
spiracy to  another,  to  secure  a continuance  of  their 
nocturnal  depredatiotis. 

III.  Night  Plunderers,  denominated 
Light-Horsemen. 

Among  the  various  classes  of  depredators  on  the 
West-India  Trade  in  the  Port  of  London,  those  de- 
nominated Light  Horsemen  seem  to  have  been  by  far 
the  most  pernicious,  inasmuch  as  the  pillage  they 
obtained,  by  the  variety  of  their  artful  practices,  was 
generally  extensive  and  valuable. 

The  Receivers  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
River,  on  both  sides,  were  the  chief  leaders  in  this 
peculiar  system  of  plunder;  and  it  was  alwa}'s 
carried  on  by  the  connivance  of  the  Mate  and 
Revenue  Officers,  in  consequence  of  a preconcerted 
plan,  and  agreement  to  pay  them  a certain  sum  of 
money,  for  the  liberty  of  opening  and  removing  from 
sueh  casks  and  packages,  as  were  accessible,  as  much 
Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  articles,  as  could  be 
conveyed  away  in  four  or  five  hours  during  the  dead 
of  night. — For  such  a Licence  to  plunder,  from  20 
to  30  guineas  per  night  were  usually  paid  to  the 
Mate  and  Revenue  Officers,  who  generally  went  to 
bed,  while  the  mischief  was  going  forward,  that  they 
might  not  sec  it. 

These  infamous  proceedings  were  carried  on  ac- 
cording to  a regular  system.— The  gangs,  denomi- 
nated 
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Dated  Light  Horsemen,  were  generally  composed  of 
one  or  more  Receivers,  together  with  Gsopers, 
Watermen,  and  Lumpers,  who  were  all  necessary  in 
their  different  occupations,  to  the  accomplishment 
of  these  iniquitous  designs. — ^They  went  on  board 
completely  prepared  with  Iron  Crows,  Adzes,  and 
other  utensils,  to  open  and  again  head-up  the  cask^~ 
with  shovels  to  take  out  the  Sugar,  and  a number 
of  Bags  made  to  contain  100  lb.  each. — ^These  Bags 
were  denominated  Black  Strap ; having  been  pre- 
viously dyed  black,  to  prevent  their  being  seen  in 
the  night,  when  stowed  in  the  bottom  of  a wherry. 

The  different  members  of  the  Gang  had  each  a 
peculiar  province  assigned. — ^Tbe  Receivers  generally 
furnished  the  money  necessary  to  bribe  the  Officers 
and  Mate  in  the  first  instance,  and  also  provided  the 
Black  Strap.  The  Watermen  procured  as  many 
boats  as  were  wanted.  The  Lumpers  unstowed 
the  casks  in  the  hold.  The  Coopers  took  out  the 
heads,  and  all  hands  afterwards  assisted  in  filling  the 
bags,  dispatching  one  boat  after  another  to  an  ap- 
pointed place,  and  making  the  best  use  of  the  infa- 
mous licence  they  had  purchased,  in  removing  as 
large  a quantity  of  property  as  could  be  carried  off 
by  the  utmost  exertions  of  excessive  labour ; which 
seldom  amounted  to  less  than  the  value  of  from  150/. 
to  200/.  a night.  It  has  been  stated  upon  oath,  in  the 
course  of  Judicial  proceedings,  that  in  the  progress 
of  the  delivery  of  a Ship,  from  10  to  15  Tons  of 
Sugar  have  been  removed  by  these  nocturnal  expe- 
ditions. 
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ditioDS,  exclusive  of  what  was  obtainoJ  by  the  Lam« 
pcrs  daring  the  day^  which  was  atwaj  s excessive  an<^ 
uncontrolled  wherever  Night  Plunder  had  takcM 
place.  This  indulgence  was  gcnmllr  insisted  on? 
and  granted  to  Lumpers,  to  prevent  their' making' 
discoverias  of  wbst  they  called,  the  Drum  HogsheaSs^ 
which  they  found  in  the  bold  on  going  to  work 
in  the  morning  ; by  which  is  understood,  Hogsheads 
from  which  from  one-sixth;  to  onc-fourth  of  the  con- 
tents had  been  takes  out  the  night  preceding. 

It  was  ascertained  by  evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey 
and  the  Assizes,  that  from*  three  Ships  discharged'  in 
1797,  a quantity  of  Sugars,  equal  to  the  usual  weight 
of  30  hhds.  was  thus  removed  in  the  night,  besides^ 
excessive  doily  pillage  ; by  the  whole  of  which  a loss 
was  sustained  of  nearly  three  thourand  pounds  ttv 
the  Planters  and  the  Revenue. 

By  such  iniquitous  practices  one  Sugar-house  near 
the  scene  of  aetjon  was  wholly  supplied,  and  another 
in  part. — ^The  proprietors  were  said  to  be  the  chief 
leaders  of  the  gangs,  and  it  was  through  the  medium 
of  Revenue  officers,  with  whom  they  had  been  long 
in  habits  of  criminal  intimacy,  that  Mates,  not  for- 
merly initiated  in  this  species  of  villainy,  were 
seduced. 

This  dreadful  ^stem  of  Nightly  Robbery  was  not 
confined  to  Sugar  alone.  Wherever  0)ffee  made  a 
part  of  the  cargo,  the  plunder  of  that  article,  from  its 
being  more  acc^ible,  was  always  enormous. 

Rum  also  was  pillaged  in  consido'able  quantities. — 

This 
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This  was  obtained  by  means  of  a regular  system, 
immediately  applicable  to  the  nature  of  tbe  article.— 
Siins  and  lar^e  Bladders^  vu  'uh  wooden  nozles,  were 
secretly  conveyed  on  board.— A Bribe  was  given,  as 
in  the  case  of  Sugar  and  Coffee,  to  the  Mate  and 
Revenue  Ofheers  for  a Licence  to  draw  off  a certain 
quantity  ijpom  each  cask,  for  which  purpose  a pump, 
ustially  denominated  a Jigger,  was  previously  pro- 
vided, and  also  tin  tubes  calculated  to  render  the 
booty  accessible  in  every  situation. — By  such  devices 
the  Skins  and  Bladders  were  filled,  and  large  quan- 
tities removed  to  tbe  Houses  of  the  Receivers  during 
night.  All  the  Ships  thus  circumstanced,|Were 
denominated  Game  Ships. — It  is  not  possible  to  ascer- 
tain what  proportion,  in  a Fleet  of  370  or  400  Sail 
might  be  in  this  unfortunate  predicament. — The  in- 
formation of  persons  who  bad  access  to  know  much  of 
what  was  going  forward,  state  it  at  one-fourth ; while 
others  do  not  suppose  that  this  species  of  systematic 
depredation  could  extend  to  more  than  one-fifth. — 
Certain  however  it  is,  that  the  Plunder  through  this 
medium  was  excessive,  and  went  to  an  extent  in 
Sugar,  Coffee,  Rum,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and  other 
articles,  which  exceeds  all  credibility. 
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IV.  Heavy-Horsemen,  or  Day  Plunderers. 

t 

Under  the  description  of  Heavy  Horse,  is  com- 
prised that  class  of  labourers  called  Lumpers, 
who  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  lading  and 
discharging  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  ’the  River 
Thames. — ^They  consist  of  a body  of  about  seven 
hundred  men,  who,  from  long  habit,  have  acquired 
both  a knowledge  of  the  means  of  committing  de- 
predations on  Commercial  Property,  and  the  incli- 
nation, ■ wherever  opportunities  offer,  of  reducing  it 
to  practice. — ^To  this  phalanx  of  delinquents  may  be 
added  about  seven  hundred  more,  w'ho  are  also 
occasionally  employed  in  the  same  line,  when  the 
Port  is  crowded  with  Ships,  and  are  generally  well 
disposed  to  follow  the  example  of  the  more  regular 
Lumpers  in  acts  of  pillage  and  depredation  ; though 
they  have  seldom  shared  to  the  same  extent  in  the 
Plunder  which  has  been  obtained. — ^Those  w'ho  be- 
came the  greatest  adepts  in  the  art  of  spoliation,  and' 
resorted  to  peculiar  devices  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending their  resource  for  booty,  were  distinguished' 
from  the  general  mass,  by  the  appellation  of  Heavy 
Horse. — ^Thesc  never  failed  to  provide  themselves 
with  habiliments,  suited  to  the  purpose  of  secreting 
and  removing  whatever  they  could  pilfer  and  steal  of 
the  Ship’s  cargo  during  the  discharge. — Many  of 
them  were  provided  with  an  under  dress,  denomi- 
nated a Jeinmey,  with  pockets  before  and  behind : 
also  with  long  narrow  bags  or  pouches,  which,  when 
1 filled. 
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filled,  were  lashed  to  their  legs  and  thighs,  and 
concealed  under  wide  trowsers. — By  these  mean* 
they  were  enabled  to  carry  off  Sugars,  Coffee,  Cocoa, 
Ginger,  Pimento,  and  every  other  article  which 
could  be  obtained  by  pillage,  in  considerable  quan- 
tities.— And  as  the  mistaken  parsimony  of  Ship 
Owners  and  Ship  Masters,  in  not  victualling  tl^se 
Lumpers  on  board,  furnished  them  with  an  excuse  to 
go  on  shore,  in  many  instances,  three  times  a day, 
they  generally  endeavoured  to  be  completely  laden 
each  time  ; more  especially  in  cases  where  Night 
Plunder  took  place,  for  then  (as  has  already  been 
observed,)  they  had  an  unrestrained  Licenpe,.to 
Plunder  ad  libilum ; and  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  cant  language  of  these  miscreants,  the  Ship 
was  denominated  Game:  and  the  Contracting  Lum- 
per had  their  labour  without  pay,  by  which  means 
he  pocketed  the  whole  of  the  money  received  for 
delivering  the  cargo. — Indeed,  it  has  been  clearly 
established  by  the  testimony  of  not  a few  of  the 
parties  themselves,  that  when  Ships  wxre  known 
(from  the  character  of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  a fact 
easily  ascertained  by  their  connection  and  intercourse 
with  Receivers,)  to  be  Game,  interest  was  made  with 
the  Contracting  Lumper  to  be  admitted  to  work  on 
board  without  any  pay,  trusting  to  the  chance  of 
Plunder  for  remuneration  ; which  often  enabled  the 
criminal  labourers  to  divide  from  one  to  three 
guineas  a-piece  every  night ; while  the  .class  of 
irregular  Lumpers,  who  were  not  in  the  same  con- 
federacy, 
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fedcracy,  might  share  about  half  as  milch. — Sadi 
cases,  the  evil  example  which  universally  prevailed, 
contaminated  the  whole  mass,  and  Coopsfs,  Revenue 
Officers^  and  the  Ship’s  Crew,  all  participated  in  the 
spoil,  while  the  injured  Proprietors  Were  all  the  while 
tioconscious  of  the  losses  they  suffered. 

Volumes  of  evidenee,  upon  oath,  could  be  adduced 
of  the  shocking  lengths  to  which  this  pillage  ex- 
tended, and  the  wide  range  it  embraced ; but  as  the 
detail  would  be  too  tedious.  It  may  be  only  necessary 
to  mention  that  it  has  been  ascertained  by  the 
Tofuntary  confession  of  one  of  the  principal  leader^, 
that  out  of  ten  Ships  discharged  in  the  PiverThames, 
in  the  Autumn  of  1797>  the  Sugar  alone  stolen  by 
a particular  Gang,  although  sold  near  fifty  per  cent, 
under  its  real  imlue,  produced  no  less  than  3Q72/. 

The  plunder  thus  obtained  was  not,  like  the  nightly 
depredations,  ooofined  to  a particular  class  of  ships. 
It  extended  in  a greater  or  less  degree  to  everjr 
•hip,  without  exception,  from  theWest-Indies.  Where 
extreme  vigilance  was  exercised  by  the  Ship-master 
or  Mate,  the  loss  was  of  course  greatly  dimini^ed. 
Where  no  extraordinary  attention  prevailed,  which 
was  generally  the  case  with  the  major  part  of  the 
Ships,  the  pillage  was  always  eensiderable,  while  in 
the  Game-ships  it  was  excessive.  This  state  of  the 
case  does  not  rest  on  vague  information.  It  is 
confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  those  who  were  in 
a fituation,  for  a great  length  of  time,  to  witness 
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the  whole  of  the  iniquitous  practices  which  prevailed 
in  the  discharge  of  the  Fleets  from  thcWcst-lQdies.(tf) 
Thc^  Lumpers  however,  do  not  appear  to  be  the 
only  class  of  delinquents  who  have  profited  by  the  , 
system  of  depredations  which  has  been  explained, 
since  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  pillage  fell  to 
tlje  share  of  , 

V.  Journeymen  Coopers.  ■ 

*'The  lalioui'  of  this  class  of  Mechanics  being  ne-  ' 
cessary  to  repair  casks  and  packages,  which  have 
suffered  injur)’  in  the  stowage ; about  four  hundred 
are  ropposetl  to  be  employed  in  different  vessels  ' 
under  dlsbharge,  when  the  Port  is  crowded.  A large 
proportion  of  these  men  were  accustomed  to  convey 
on  shore  considerable  quantities  of  Sugar,  Coffee^  ' 
and  other  articles,  on  leaving  West-India  fhips' 
after  they  quitted  work  in  the  evening  ; and  they 
have  been  even  known  to  break  hogsheads  wilfully  to 
obtain  plunder,'When  it  was  not  accessible  from  the 
general  bad  condition  of  the  cargo.  It  has  also  been  ‘ 
understood,  that  they  were  even  permitted  to  take 
grMtef  liberties  than  the  Luippers,  and  to  pillage 
larger  quantities,  as  they  were  seldom  challenged  or 
restrained,  while  on  some  occasions  it  was  customary 
toch^ck  the  rairacity  of  the  Lumpers. 

(a)  For  the  classes  and  number  of  these  Labourers,  denominated 
Lumpers,  and  the  probable  proportion  of  the  corrupt  to  the  honest 
see/*rr  Chapter  IV.  (Div.  4.) 

For^the  probable  number  of  this  class  who  may  be  considered  . 
at  ^^linquents  see  fott  Chapter  IV,  (Div.  6.) 

F VI.  Watermen. 
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VI.  Watermeit. 

In  all  large  Societies,  more  especially  among  the 
lower  ranks  of  mankind,  there  is  generally  a certain 
proportion  of  impure  morals  and  loose  conduct.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  in  a great  many  instances,  that 
not  a lew  of  the  Watennen  who  seek  their  living  on 
the  River  Thames  are  of  this  description.(c) 

Wherever  they  assist  in  Smuggling  transactions,  ^ 
it  is  well  known  that  the  payment  they  receive  is  far 
beyond  what  is  obtained  for  ordinary  labour. — ^The 
same  is  the  case  with  respect  to  articles  pilfered, 
where  they  are  not  themselves  immediately  con- 
cerned.— Whether  prompted  by  idleness,  prodi- 
gality or  avarice,  a certain  class,  who  are  denominated 
Game  JVatermen,  prefer  this  species  of  employment  to 
all  othcr8.--Their  system  has  been  to  begin  by- 
offering  their  services  as  soon  as  a Ship  arrives,  to 
Smuggle  the  private  adventures  of  the  Officers  and 
Crew.-— An  acquaintance  by  this  means  takes  place, 
and  hints  are  given  that  they  will  afford  equal  faci- 
lities in  conveying  on  shore,  and  also  in  finding 
purchasers  for,  any  part  of  the  cargo  that  can  be 
obtained.— Thus  encouraged,  the  Crews  of  the  ves- 
sels are  induced  to  follow  the  evil  examples  before 
them,  in  adding  to  the  number  of  the  Plunderers. — 
And  where  W^atermen  become  their  agents,  these 
latter  generally  enjoy  a full  moiety  of  the  profit. 

{()  For  an  estimate  of  their  numberi  sec/«f  Chap.  IV.  (Div.  7.J 
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In  all  West-India  Ships,  where  Plunder  was  likely 
to  be  obtained,  several  of  this  class  were  accustomed 
to  assemble  with  their  boats  round  the  Bows  and 
Quarters,  ready  to  receive  bags  and  parcels  of  stolen, 
articles,  with  which,  in  consequence  of  a precon- 
certed plan,  they  immediately  rowed  on  shore  and 
secured  the  booty. — In  every  instance  where  they 
were  not  themselves  the  actual  thieves,  they  were 
able  and  alert  auxiliaries ; and  in  a course  of  years 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police, 
obtained  very  large  sums  by  the  assistance  they 
thus  aiForded  to  every  class  of  Depredators  on  the 
River. 

A Ship- Master  who  had  been  a stranger  in  the 
River,  finding  himself  beset  by  a gang  of  audacious 
Lumpers,  who  insisted  on  carrying  away  Plunder 
in  spite  of  all  his  exertions  to  prevent  it,  while 
he  was  engaged  upon  deck  in  searching  these 
miscreants,  a barrel  of  Sugar  (his  private  pro- 
perty) which  stood  in  the  cabin,  was  in  the  course 
of  a few  minutes,  emptied  and  removed  in  bags 
through  the  cabin  windows, , under  which  a Water- 
man with  his  boat  lay  to  receive  it,  and  got  clear  off 
without  discovery,  to  the  surprize  of  the  Captain 
when  he  returned  to  his  cabin. 

In  the  various  ramifications  of  this  extensive  and 
nefarious  system,  the  next  in  order  of  the  criminal 
auxiliaries  were  a class  of  low  and  miserable  beings, 
who  are  accustomed  to  Grub  in  the  River  at  low 
water  for  old  Ropes,  Metals  and  Coals ; aud  from 
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that  circumstance  generally  were  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of 


VIL  Mud-larks. 

In  all  cases  where  any  West  India  or  other  Vessel 
under  discharge  was  known  to  afford  a resource  for 
Pillage,  and  was  from  that  circumstance  denomi- 
nated a Game  Ship,  these  Gmbbers  were  accustomed 
to  prowl  about  in  the  Mud  under  her  Bow  and 
Quarters,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from  the 
Lumpers,  and  others  who  were  employed  in  the 
delivery,  bags  and  handkerchiefs  of  Sugar,  Coffee, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  conveyed  to  the 
houses  and  shops  of  the  Receivers,  according  to  the 
plan  which  had  been  preconcerted  by  the  confede- 
rates in  this  general  conspiracy. — And  as  the  recep- 
tacles for  the  Plunder,  conveyed  in  this  manner,  were 
seldom  at  any  great  distance  from  the  River,  they 
were  enabled  to  make  many  trips  in  the  course  of  a 
tide. — It  has  been  also  a practice  with  these  Mud- 
larks to  prowl  about  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dock 
Gates,  under  pretence  of  Grubbing  for  Nails ; but 
the  principal  object  is  to  receive  sheets  of  Copper, 
and  Copper  Nails,  which  are  thrown  to  them  by 
artificers  and  labourers  on  the  stages,  with  whom 
they  divide  the  booty. 


VIII.  Rat- 
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VIII.  Rat-Catchers. 

The  Ingenuity  of  men,  devoiil  of  the  principles  of 
moral  rectitude,  is  ever  fertile  in  devising  the  means 
of  acquiring  support  by  criminal  expedients. — Among 
the  various  classes  of  deliiujnents,  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  removal  of  Plunder  from  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  are  to  be  included  a set 
of  individuals  who  pretend  to  follow  .the  pro(e.ssion 
of  Rat-Catchers. — Many  ships  being  infested  with 
rats — recourse  is  had  to  persons  who  pretend 
to  have  a knowledge  of  the  means  of  destroying 
them. — They  are  permitted  with  this  view  to  go  on 
board  in  the  uight  to  set  their  traps,  and  afterwards 
to  visit  them  at  such  hours  as  they  choose  to  prescribe 
to  themselves. — In  this  situation  they  become  useful 
auxiliaries  to  Lumpers  and  others,  who  have  concealed 
Plunder  in  the  hold,  until  a convenient  opportunity 
occurs  for  removing  it,  which  they  generally  are 
enabled  to  accomplish  without  suspicion. — !t  has 
been  said  that  in  some  instances,  they  notoniv  cosn- 
mit  depredations  themselves,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  access  to  different  ships,  and  to  increase  the 
demand  for  ihc\t  frofcssioml  labours ^ tlicy  Rave  even 
been  accustomed  to  convey  the  liais  alive  from  one 
ship  to  another,  as  a means  of  receiving  p;iymcnt  for 
catching  the  same  anintals  three  or  four  times  over. 

Such  were  the  various  devices  which  had  been 
resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  convey- 
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ing  away  the  Plunder  from  Ships  and  Vessels,  under 
discharge,  in  the  River  Thames. — This  system  how- 
ever,  extensive  as  it  appears  to  have  been,  did  not 
comprise  the  whole  of  the  mischief ; since  it  is  known 
that  the  Cargo  was  no  sooner  removed  into  the 
Lighters,  than  it  became  a prey  to  a mew  class  of 
River  Plunderers,  generally  denominated 

IX.  Game  Lightebmen. 

This  class  of  aquatic  labourers  are  stilcd  Journey^ 
men. — ^They  comprise  a very  large  body  of  men, 
part  of  whom,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  not  of  the 
criminal  fraternity. (</) 

In  addition  to  the  Pillage  w hich  these  Journeymen 
Lightermen  were  accustomed  to  obtain  in  the  Ligh- 
ters, in  their  passage  from  the  Ships  to  the  Quays, 
and  afterwards  while  they  lay  for  their  turn  to  dis- 
charge, they  were  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  auxiliaries 
to  the  Mates,  Lumpers,  and  others,  by  concealing 
in  their  Lockers,  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  articles, 
comprising  part  of  the  general  Pillage,  which  they 
conveyed  on  shore,  in  consequence  of  a previous 
agreement  to  receive  a certain  share  of  the  booty. — 
The  capacity  of  the  Lockers,  which  arc  generally 
about  five  feet  long,  and  from  three  to  four  feet  wide. 

The  whole  probable  amount  of  their  number,  and  the  propor. 
tion  of  Ekiinquentt  among  them  U more  fully  ttaicd  in  the  Sth  Divi- 
licn  of  the  4th  Chapter. 
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and  calculated  to  hold  considerable  quantities  of 
goods,  not  only  enables  these  Lightermen  to  remove 
bulkv  and  valuable  articles,  whether  stolen  or  smug- 
gled, but  also  to  conceal  them  instantly  from  public 
view ; by  which  means  whole  bags  of  Coffee,  Ginger, 
Ptmento,  and  other  articles,  including  large  quan- 
tities of  Sugar,  have  been  frequently  conveyed  un- 
noticed from  West-India  Ships.  The  stolen  pro- 
perty which  was  thus  concealed  and  locked  up, 
generally  remained  until  the  Lighter  was  discharged 
of  her  Cargo,  and  afterwards  until  removed  to  the 
usual  station  for  empty  Craft,  off  the  Custom-house 
Quay.  Suspicion  being  then  at  rest,  means  were 
found  by  the  assistance  of  Skifft  to  land  the  Goods, 
and  convey  them  to  the  houses  of  the  Receivers. 

A respectable  Oflicer  of  the  Customs  confirmed 
what  is  thus  stated  to  have  been  the  practice.  In 
1795,  he  seized  lOQlb.  of  Sugar  and  a bag  of  Coffee, 
in  the  act  of  being  removed  from  a Lighter  by  means 
of  a Skiff. — In  the  same  year  he  seized  another  bag 
of  Coffee  in  a similar  situation,  weighing  78  lb.  and 
a bag  of  Sugar,  weighing  58  lb. 

In  addition  however,  to  these  Partnership  Con- 
cerns, the  Game  Lightermen  traded  to  a consider- 
able extent  on  their  own  account,  and  seldom  fiiilcd 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  that  offered, 
whereby  they  could  abstract  a part  of  the  Cargo 
under  their  charge;  for  which  purpose  they  resorted 
to  those  various  devices  in  which  the  minds  of  men, 
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in  a course  of  Criminal  Turpitude,  are  but  too 
fertile. 

Among  other  contrivances  when  theCargo  in  trust, 
and  other  circumstances  (such  as  a gtxxl  understand- 
ing with  the  Revenue  Officer)  ofter  a resource  for 
Plunder,  measures  are  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
losing  the  tide,  that  time  may  be  given  to  effect  the 
object  in  view.  The  Lighter  is  removed  to  a con- 
venient situation.  Casks  and  pekages  arc  opened, 
and  a Skiff  attends  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  oa 
shore,  in  the  night,  the  Plunder  which  is  obtained. 

A Lighter  having  taken  on  board  a cargo  of  Oil 
from  a Vessel,  which  had  arrived  from  the  British 
Colonies  in  America,  the  Lightennen  who  had  her 
in  charge,  wilfully  contrived  to  lose  the  tide  in  her 
way  up  the  River.  Having  thus  obtained  time  for 
the  nefarious  design  which  they  had  meditated,  they 
employed  it  in  turning  all  the  Gisks  with  the  bungs 
downwards,  with  a view  to  profit  by  the  Leakage 
which  should  run  into  the  hold  of  the  Lighter,  and 
under  the  Cieling.  Fortunately  the  Proprietor,  who 
had  suffered  much  by  unaccountable  deficiencies  on 
former  occasions,  was  upon  his  guard. — He  attended 
upon  the  Quay,  while  the  Lighter  was  discharged, 
and  his  suspicion  being  excited  by  the  Casks  appear- 
ing to  have  been  removed  from  their  original  position, 
and  discovering  a deficiency,  his  attention  was  di- 
rected to  the  hold  of  the  Lighter,  wlicrc  perceiving 
a vast  leakage  of  Oil,  he  ordered  a part  of  the  Cieling 
to  be  taken  up,  and  filled  no  less  than  15  Casks 
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with  the  Oil  which  had  thus  been  purposely  ab-. 
stracted.  The  Lightermen  had  the  cflrontcry  to 
claim  it  as  their  perquisite,  and  seemed  highly 
offended  at  being  deprived  of  it.  This  discovery 
however,  clearly  explained  by  what  means  he  had 
been  plundered  on  former  occasions.(c) 

When  Sugars,  Coffee,  Pimento,  and  Ginger  are 
thus  circumstanced,  not  a few  of  the  Casks  and 
Packages  are  reduced  considerably  in  their  contents 
before  they  reach  the  Quay,  where  they  are  to  be 
discharged. — Of  this  species  of  Pillage  many  in- 
stances have  occurred,  and  it  has  generally  been  felt 
as  a very  serious  evil : — not  confined  to  the  West- 
India  Trade  alone,  but  pervading  the  vohoh  Com- 
merce of  the  River : — even  Staves  and  Timber  of 
different  kinds  have  been  purloined  in  this  manner. 

A case  occurred  about  four  years  ago,  where  a 
quantity  of  American  Staves  were  stolen  from  the 
Cargo  of  the  Lighter,  concealed  in  one  of  those 
Lockers,  and  afterwards  disposed  of  clandestinely 
at  an  under  price.  Logwood  and  Fustic,  and  all 
Dje  -woods,  have  been  generally  subject  to  exces- 
sive Plunder,  both  in  the  Lighters  and  on  the 
Wharfs,  from  the  case  with  which  they  can  be  re- 
moved. It  is  not  uncommon  to  throw  Logwood 
and  Fustic  over  board,  for  the  purpose  of  jiicking 
it  up  when  the  tide  ebbs. 

The  truth  in  fact,  is,  that  nothing  escapes  the 

{^)  See  Treatise  on  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 
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rapacious  grasp  of  these  aquatic  Carriers ; and  their 
ingenuity  has  ever  been  on  the  stretch  to  devise  the 
means  of  converting  Pillage  into  Perquisites. 

In  spite  of  the  greatest  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Master  Lightermen,  who  are  generally  very  respect- 
able, it  has  been  found  impossible  to  control  their 
Journeymen,  or  to  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of 
honesty. 

While  their  Lighters  are  at  the  Quays,  instances 
have  occurred,  where  the  Journeymen  have  entered 
into  a conspiracy  with  the  Watchman  (who,  on 
many  occasions,  in  the  throng  of  the  Season,  is 
said  to  be  a man  of  their  own  ap|X)intmcnt)  to 
plunder  their  own  Lighters  for  several  nights  succes- 
sively, which  is  the  more  easily  effteted,  as  pre- 
tences can  never  be  wanting  to  go  on  board  at  all 
hours  of  the  night,  without  exciting  the  least  sus- 
picion, inasmuch  as  these  men  belong  to  the  Lighter, 
and  arc  supposed  to  be  on  board  for  a useful  purpose, 
to  watch  the  tides,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  these 
visits  arc  actually  to  commit  Depredations. 

Having  thus  traced  Commercial  Property  through 
all  its  stages  of  danger,  while  moving  in  transit  on  the 
River  Thames,  it  remains  now  to  follow  it  to  the 
Landing  Place  : Here  it  is  discovered  to  be  again 
assailed  by  an  assemblage  of  banditti  who  pass  by 
the  name  of 


X.  SCUFFLK- 
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X.  SCUPPLE-HUNTERS. 

These  are  literally  composed  of  that  lowest  ckss 
of  the  community,  who  are  vulgarly  denominated  the 
Tag-Rag  and  Bobtail.{f) 

When  Goods  are  shipping  or  landing  upon  the 
Quays,  they  are  ever  ready  to  offer  their  assistance  to 
work  as  porters  by  the  day  or  the  hour,  and  they 
generally  come  prepared  with  long  aprons,  not  so 
much  as  a convenient  habiliment  to  enable  them  the 
better  to  perform  their  labour,  as  to  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  suddenly  concealing  what  they 
pilfer,  with  which,  when  obtained,  they  generally 
disappear.  The  number  of  these  Miscreants,  who 
are  annually  punished  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  for  pil- 
lage upon  the  Quays,  sufficiently  demonstrates  the 
extent  of  the  evil;  especially  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  previous  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Quay 
Guards  by  the  Marine  Police,  and  during  the  total 
want  of  a competent  force  upon  the  Wharfs,  not 
one  in  fifty  who  committed  acts  of  Delinquency 
was  punished.  The  fact  is,  that  the  pillage  they 
committed  on  the  Quays  was  excessive,  and  it  will 
cease  to  be  a matter  of  wonder,  since  the  general 
answer  of  most  Vagabonds,  to  the  interrogatory  of 
Magistrates  as  to  their  means  of  subsistance  is,  that 
they  work  at  the  water-side. 

(f)  TJieir  rramberi  are  estimated  in  Chap.  IV.  (Dir.  1 1.) 
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It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  in  developing  this  wide 
extended  System  of  Pillage,  the  Delinquency  which 
attaches  to  Commercial  Property,  must  be  still  far- 
ther followed,  even  to 

The  Warehouses. 

In  these  receptacles  it  might  reasonably  have  been 
expected,  that  the  danger  would  have  ceased.  But 
here  too  the  evil  appears  to  be  cquallv  prominent, 
and  the  effect  it  produces,  even  more  severe,  jis  it  ap- 
plies to  Commercial  Property;  since  the  loss  not  only 
comprises  the  original  value  of  the  Proj)crty  pur- 
loined, but  also  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  cither  paid 
or  secured,  upon  all  Merchandise  thus  de{X)sitcd. 

If  the  universal  admission  of  all  persons  engaged  m 
the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames,  as  to  the  deficiencies 
which  are  uniformly  cxpcricnccil,  far  beyond  what 
can  arise  from  natural  waste  or  shrinkage,  should  not 
be  considered  as  a sufficient  proof  of  the  evil  prac- 
tices which  prevail  in  the  Warehouses,  recourse 
might  be  had  to  the  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  the  Re- 
cords of  the  Courts  of  Criminal  Justice,  as  an  indis- 
putable confirmation  of  the  existence  of  the  evil 
to  a very  great  extent. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  which  these  Docu- 
menis  furnish,  specific  details  have  been  given  upon 
oath,  by  [>ersons  who  have  long  worked  as  Labourers 
in  t!ie  different  Warehouses,  which  tend  in  a very 
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eminent  degree  to  clevelope  the  cause  of  the  uniform 
deficiencies  which  are  discovered,  particularly  in  the 
ariicle  of  Sugar. 

These  details  state,  that  the  Plunder  in  the  Ware- 
houses is  carried  on  to  a very  great  extent,  and  that 
the  chief  instruments  are  the  Journeymen  Coopers, 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  Gangsmen  : That  as  often 
as  these  Coopers  attend  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
Samples,  they  are  followed  by  a person  who  is  cal- 
led a Sweeper,  whose  duty  it  is  to  sweep  the  sugar 
from  the  top  of  each  hogshead,  from  which  samples 
have  been  drawn ; Each  sample  generally  consists 
of  four  or  five  pounds  of  Sugar,  which  is  carried 
off  by  the  Journeyman,  supposed  to  the  house  of  his 
Master, («)  while  nearly  an  equal  quantity  generally 
remains  on  the  head  of  each  hogshead,  from  which 
samples  have  been  drawn;  this  is  swept  into  a basket, 
and  when  full  conveyed  to  a general  Receiving 
Hogshead,  called  a Devil,  which  is  placed  for  that 
purpose  in  one  corner  of  the  Warehouse,  and  to 
Mhich  every  hogshead  or  cask  deposited  in  the 


(»)  By  the  13th  Regulation  of  the  West  India  Merchant*,  at  a 
General  Meeting,  held  on  the  27th  of  April  1 793,  it  is  recom- 
mended, that  sugars  be  drawn  only  once,  and  then  for  Lotting; 
and  that  the  quantity  titg  taktn  be  only  one  pound  and  a half, 
in  order  to  furnish  two  Lotting  Samples. — One  fof  the  Seller 
and  one  for  Buyer.  By  the  1 5th  article,  the  Wharfingers  are  de- 
sired to  inspect  the  samples  occasionally,  and  To  stop  all  Coopers 
conveying  awsy  Samples,  exceeding  the  weight  which  is  thus 
allowed,  or  the  number  contained  in  the  order  for  that  purpose. 

Ware- 
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Warehouse  is  said  to  contribute  more  or  less— 
When  fall,  this  Devil-Hogshead  is  removed  to 
the  Purchaser,  and  replaced  by  another. — ^There  is 
said  to  be  generally  one,  and  sometimes  two  of 
these  Receiving  Hogsheads  in  each  Warehouse. — 
If  it  be  discovered,  that  any  one  or  more  Hogsheads 
weigh  one  quarter  or  half  an  hundred  above  the  land- 
ing weight,  the  overplus  is  taken  out  and  deposited 
in  the  Devil  Hogshead.  It  is  asserted  to  be  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Labourers  who  work  under  the  Gangsmen, 
to  draw  from  four  to  ten  pounds  of  sugar,  from  as 
many  hogsheads  as  are  accessible,  taking  care  to 
attend  to  the  moist  or  dry  state  of  the  sugar,  so  as  not 
to  occasion  a deficiency,  for  which  the  Wharfinger 
can  be  rendered  accountable.  By  these  various  Sys- 
tems of  Pillage,  a great  aggregate  loss  is  sustained  by 
the  West-India  Planters  and  Merchants;  which,  in- 
cluding the  Plunder  of  the  inferior  Labourers  and 
Scuffle-hunters,  who  arc  occasionally  employed  ?h 
these  Warehouses,  has  been  estimated  to  average,  ex- 
clusive of  the  found  and  a half  allowed  for  two  earn- 
pies,  to  sixteen  pound  weight  a hogshead,which  upon 
a medium  importation  of  130,000  hogsheads  of  sugar, 
at  the  present  price  of  sugars,  would  amount  to  about 
seventy  thousand  pounds  sterling  a year!  and  this, 
independent  of  the  Pillage  on  other  articles  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  the  West  India  Islands. 

According  to  the  evidence  of  a respectable  Re- 
venue Officer,  the  Plunder  of  the  Warehouses  by 

Journey  men 
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Journeymen  Coopers,  under  the  pretence  ,of  taking 
samples,  is  very  enormous.  He  has  traced  them 
frequently  to  the  shops  of  known  Receivers,  parti- 
cularly a noted  one  in  St.  Mary’s  Hill,  but  has  been 
discouragexl  from  following  up  these  detections,  from 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  found  upon  one  occa- 
sion, when  directed  by  the  Board  of  Customs  to  pro- 
secute a Journeyman  Cooper,  that  he  was  protected 
by  his  Master. 

There  are  several  Public  Houses  in  the  ncighbour- 
hootl  of  Thames-street,  to  which  the  Journeymen 
Coopers  resort  with  their  Boards  of  Sugar. — In  these 
receptacles  a kind  of  market  is  held,  where  the  small 
Grocers  attend,  and  by  means  of  fictitious  Bills  of 
Parcels  cover  the  stolen  Property  to  their  respective 
houses.  A vast  deal  of  Sugar  plundered  in'  the 
Warehouses,  and  also  double  samples  of  Rum  arc 
sold  in  these  houses. — The  parties  who  form  this 
criminal  confederacy,  arc  said  to  be  great  adepts  in 
eluding  Justice, — They  have  established  a principle 
with  regard  to  judicial  oaths,  affecting  the  security  or 
tending  to  the  acquittal  of  their  companions  in  ini- 
quity.— Oaths  by  which  Public  Justice  may  be  de- 
feated are  called,  Non-comf>ulsive  Oaths,  ndiich,  al- 
though false,  are  not  considered  to  be  of  a criminal 
nature. 

It  may',  perhaps,  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of  some  of 
those  who  benent  by  this  enormous  pillage,  that  a 
considerable  proportion,  has  been  sanctioned  by  cus- 
fl  tom. 
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tom,  or  assumed  the  feature  of  a perquisite  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  Commercial  Body  passing 
it  over  in  silence,  and  suffering  such  things  to  exist : 
But  when  to  this  is  opjxjsed  the  Regulations  of  the 
27th  of  April  1790,  and  the  subsequent  exertions  of 
the  Committee  of  Merchants,  it  is  impossible  to 
consider  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a bold  and 
aucUichns  System  of  Vlundcr  (0) — not  to  be  vindi- 
cated or  defended  upon  any  ground  of  right,  and 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  morality  and  justice.(/>) 

Having  thus  developed  the  multiplied  practices  of 
the  different  classes  of  Criminals,  whereby  Commer- 
cial Property  in  the  Port  of  London,  has  been  a prey 
to  regular  and  systematic  Depredation  ; it  naturally 
becomes  a subject  of  interesting  inquiry,  in  what 
manner  and  to  what  extent  each  distinct  branch 


(a)  The  i6th  Article  of  the  Regulations  of  the  27th  of  April 
179c,  prohibits  the  allowance  of  Sweepings  or  Molasses  to  the 
Gangsmen. — Also,  Tubs  or  other  receptacles  for  Sugar  or  Molas- 
ses in  the  Warehouses,  except  by  order  of  the  Wharfingers,  who 
are  desired  to  take  all  Sweepings  and  Molasses  under  their  care, 
and  to  sell  the  same  to  defray  the  cxpence  of  keeping  the  Ware- 
houses clean. — This  clearly  demonstrates,  that  no  perquisite  is 
allowed  to  any  person  whatsoever.  From  what  source  therefore, 
do  the  Emoluments  of  the  Gangsmen  arise  ? — They  arc  said  to  re- 
ceive several  hundred  pounds  a year,  and  yet  their  wages  are  only 
j 61.  or  1 8r.  per  week.  y 

(/)  For  further  information  as  to  the  number  of  Labourers  in  the 
Warehouses,  and  the  proportion  of  Criminals  among  them,  the 
Reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  IV.  (Div,  it.) 
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of  Trade  and  Navigation  carried  on,  to  and  from  the 
Port  of  London,  has  been  affected  by  these  noxious 
and  destructive  Confederacies.  The  details  how- 
ever, which  relate  to  this  part  of  the  Work,  being 
numerous  and  extensive,  they  will  form  the  subject 


«f  the  succec4ing  Chapter, 
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CHAP.  IIL 

A deta  '^ed  account  of  the  d'^erent  Branches  of  Tradr, 
Vihich  suffer  hy  Depredations  on  the  River  Thames. — 
Depredations  committed  on  the  Property  of  Ship 
Owner Sf  and  the  Proprietors  of  Craft  and  Boats  in 
the  River  Thames : — On  Merchandise  imported  and 
exported  by  the  East-lndia  Company  : — On  the  Im- 
portations and  Exportations  of  the  West-India  Mer- 
chants : — On  the  Trade  to  and  from  the  British 
Colonies  in  North  America  : — On  the  Trade  to  and 
from  Africa,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope : — On 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Fisheries  : — On  the  Trade 
to  and  from  the  United  States  of  America : — On  the 
Trade  to  and  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Turkey : — 
On  the  Trade  to  and  from  Spain  and  the  Canaries  i 
p—On  the  Trade  to  and  from  France  and  the  Au- 
strian Netherlands : — On  the  Trade  to  and  from 
Portugal  and  Madeira  : — On  the  Trade  to  and  front 
Holland,  Germany,  Prussia,  Polatul,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark-and  Norway,  and  Russia: — On  the  Trade  to 
and  from  Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c. — On  the  Trade  to 
and  from  Ireland: — On  the  Coasting  and  Coal 
Trade  : — On  Prize- Ships  : — On  the  Public  Stores 
in  the  River  Thames  and  Medway. — A general 
recapitulated  Ftew  of  the  estimated  Depredations 
on  Commercial  Property. — Concluding  Reflections. 
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Although  it  has  already  appeared,  that  certain 
particular  branches  of  trade  have  been  more  ob- 
jects ofPlunder  than  others,  yet  it  will  be  rendered 
evident  from  the  details  with  are  now  to  be  given, 
that  the  monstrous  System  of  Depredation,  which 
has  alrwdy  been  opened  to  the  view  of  the  Reader, 
pervaded  the  whole  Shipping  and  Commerce  of  the 
River  Thames. 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down  of  considering  each  subject  separately,  it  may  be 
proper  to  begin  with  a General  View  of  the 

Depredations  committed  on  the  Property  of  Ship  Owners 
in  the  Bh-er  Thames. 

Ik  a trading  Port,  already  shewn  to  be  the  first  in 
the  known  world,  from  the  circumstance  of  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  thousand  Vessels  arriving  and 
departing  in  the  course  of  a year,  besides  nearly  seven 
thousand  Stationary  Craft  and  Boats  of  various  de- 
scriptions, having  Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  Depredations  of  the  hordes 
of  Delinquents  who  infest  the  River  Thames  ; it  must 
cease  to  be  a matter  of  wonder,  that  Ship-Owners 
have  suffered  in  common  with  the  Proprietors  of 
Merchandise,  in  consequence  of  the  general  System- 
of  Pillage  which  prevailed. 

G 2 To 
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To  men  thus  trained  in  the  habits  of  inivjuity,  and 
disciplined  in  acts  of  Criminal  Warfare,  it  may  natu- 
rally be  sup|X)sed  that  the  Stores  and  Appjird  of 
Ships,  which  arc  equally  as  acccssil)Ic  as  Commer- 
cial Property,  should  be  objects  of  attention  ; and 
tlic  truth  is,  that  the  Depredations  in  thi>  line  have 
for  many  years  been  great  beyond  calculation. 

■'  The  number  of  Junk,  and  Store  Shops  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River,  have  tended,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, to  the  encouragement  of  this  species  of  Plun- 
der, from  the  facilities  aH'orded  to  Thieves  upon  the 
River,  by  the  ready  market  which  is  thus  established 
for  every  thing  that  is  purloined  or  stolen. 

The  registers  of  the  convictions  under  the  Bum- 
boat  Act  (the  2d  of  his  present  M.ajcsty,)  sufficient- 
ly demonstrate  the  extent  of  this  evil,  in  consequence 
of  the  detection  of  so  many  oftenders  with  Cordage, 
Stores,  and  Pr^ovisions,  taken  from  Ships  and  Vessels 
in  the  Ri\rr  Thamijs,  and  the  preamble  of  that  Act 
sufficiently  clucitlalcs  the  anxiety  ofShip-Owncrs,(/>) 
to  remedy  an  evil  which  was  felt  to  be  enormous  so 
early  as  the  year  17()‘2. 

Since  that  period,  and  not  withstanding  the  efforts 
which  have  been  used  lor  the  last  twenty  years,  to 

(/)  An  rm;:»cnt  Ship-Owner  camlidly  acknowledged,  at  a late 
public  meeting,  to  consider  of  the  host  means  of  extending  the 
jiTotoctiiig  influence  of  the  Marine  Police  over  the  whole  Trade  of 
(hr  River,  that  if  it  luJ  not  liceii  for  the  terror  excited  by  that  In_ 
stit'.ilion,  and  by  the  Perambulating  Bwits,  during  the  night,  that 
scarce  an  Anchor  or  Cable  belonging  to  hit  Votscls  would  hare 
been  prva:rvcd.  ^ 
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carry  this  Act  into  execution,  it  is  liclicved  to  be  a 
fact  generally  admitted,  that,  previous  to  1798,  theevil 
had  been  progressively  increasing  every  year,  and  that 
if  a true  estimate  could  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the 
annual  loss  to  Ship-Owners,  it  would  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed air  rrcdil)ility.(f ) On  a supposition  that  the 
pillage  of  Tackle,  Appare},  Stores  and  Provisions,  in 
the  course  of  one  voyage,  averages  only  3l.  a Ship,  and 
that  the  pillage  of  the  Owner’s  property,  in  Craft  and 
Boats,  in  the  course  of  a whole  year,  docs  not  amount 
to  more  than  1 5s.  the  aggregate  will  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed Forty-jive  Thousand  Pounds  a year.  It  is  not  how- 
ever, meant  from  this  to  insinuate,  that  each  Vessel 
losses  to  this  amount,  since  it  is  known,  that  while 
some  Ships,  from  superior  vigilance,  and  from  peculiar 
circumstances,  escape  unhurt,  others  are  plundered 
to  an  enormous  extent.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things,  in  so  crowded  a Port,  and  where,  at  all  times, 
from  1000  to  1400  Ships  and  Vessels,  besides  about 
7000  stationary  Craft  and  Boats  are  collected  to- 
gether, under  the  eyes  of  so  many  delinquents,  con- 
stantly moving  in  differentdircction8,thatdepredationa 
should  notbccommitted,  while  no  River  Police  existed 
to  restrain  them.  But  besides  the  more  bulky  and 
ponderous  Materials,  consisting  of  Cordage  and 
large  Iron  Work,  purloined  by  River  Pirates  and 
others  in  the  night,  the  more  portable  articles  of 
Mctalic  Stores,  such  as  Copper,  Brass,  Lead,  and 
Uten.sils  of  every  description,  have  been  an  object  of 

Ir)  Vide  General  View  of  the  Trade,  p.  27. 
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attention  to  Lumpers  and  others,  who  must 

sarily  be  admitted  on  board  of  Ships  for  laborious 

purposes. 

Vessels  lying  ungarded,  after  the  delivery  of  their 
Cargoes,  have  often  had  the  Running  Rigging  cut 
away,  and  the  whole  articles  upon  Deck,  thjit  were 
moveable,  swept  off  in  the  course  of  a night. 

The  same  system  of  pillage  not  only  extends  to 
Lighters,  Barges,  Punts,  and  smaller  Craft,  but  even 
to  the  Wherries  of  the  Watermen,  from  whence  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  steal  Tilts,  Oars,  Sculls, 
Benches  and  Backboards. 

Nor  are  Ships,  undergoing  repairs  in  Docks,  ex- 
empted from  this  universal  system  of  depredation, 
particularly  in  cases  where  the  operation  of  sheathing 
with  Copper  is  going  forward.  This  valuable  arti- 
cle, consisting  of  light  Sheets  and  Copper  Nails, 
both  equally  portable,  furnishes  a prolific  harvest 
for  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  making 
Plunder  a trade,  an^  who  seldom  fail,  on  such  occasions, 
to  acquire  a considerable  booty.  In  consequence  of 
the  detection  of  a person,  who  was  afterwards  con- 
victed, for  stealing  sheet  Copper  from  a private  Dock- 
yard, at  Wapping,  application  was  made  to  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marii>c  Police,  requesting  that  a 
swornOfJicer,  properlyinstructed,  and  armed  with  the 
authority  of  the  Laws, might  be  appointed  to  guard  a 
West-India  Ship,  during  the  operation  of  sheathing 
her  with  Cupper.  The  same  number  of  Sheets  and 
quantity  of  Nails  were  ojrdered,  which  had  been 

found 
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ibund  necessary,  and  which  had  been  exhausted, 
when  the  same  Ship  had  been  sheathed  on  a former 
occa»on,  namely  l6oo  Sheets  of  Copper,  and  tea 
Bags  of  Nails.  The  Police  Officer  acted  with  great 
vigilance,  and  attended  minutely  to  his  instructions, 
which  certainly  prevei^^  the  pillage,  which  must 
have  taken  place  upon  the  former  occasion,  since  a 
surplus  appeared  after  the  Ship  was  completely 
sheathed,  of 

£.  s.  d. 

1 13  Sheets  of  Copper,  weighing  S96  lb.  at  i4d.  52  5 4 
3 Bags  of  Nails  . . 336  lb.  at  I4<1.  19  12  o 

Saved  71  17  4 


And  thus,  the  precaution  ofcailingfbr  the  assistance, 

and  protection  of  the  Police,  and  thereby  dofeating 
the  designs  of  these  who  are  constantly  on  the 
watch  to  obtain  Plunder,  a considerable  Prop^ty 
was  saved. 

The  Owners  of  Ships  and  Vessels  fitting  out  for 
Voyages,  also  suffer  considerably  on  many  occasions 
in  the  tr^sit  of  their  Stores  and  Apparel  i and  the  pil- 
lage isoften  not  discovered  until  the  articles  arc  wanted. 
The  same  system  of  Depredation  is  extended,  even 
in  a greater  degree,  to  disn^antled  Ships,  particularly 
Prize  Vessels,  which  are  always  marked  out  as  objects 
of  plunder,  under  the  idea  that  they  are  fair  game^ 
that  there  exists  no  means  of  detection  ; and,  indeed, 
experience  has  shewn,  that  nothing  but  a well-regu- 
lated River  Police,  composed  of  a sufficient  CivJi 
' force 
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force  to  overawe'  delinquents,  and  to  peiwade  the 
whole  range  of  the  Port,  where  Ships  and  Vessels 
are  expossed  to  danger,  can  ever  be  effectual,  in 
protecting  the  Owners  of  this  species  of  property 
jfrom  the  extensive  and  reiterated  losses,  to  which 
they  have  been  heretofore  si^bjccted. 

I • . t • ’ 

DEPREDATIONS 

ON  TWE 

EAST-INDIA  TRADE, 

TO  AND  PROM  THE  PORT  OF  LONDON. 

Notwithstanding  the  generally  received  opinion, 
that  from  the  more  accurate  system  of  the  East-India 
Company,  their  Cargoes  are  not  subject  to  plunder  ; 
instances  have  occurred  which  sufficiently  demon- 
strate, that  this  species  of  property,  under  all  the 
guards  which  have  been  devised,  is  not  exempted 
from  the  injuries  which  arise  from  the  general  delin- 
quency so  prevalent,  wherever  Merchandise,  of 
any  description,  is  in  the  operation  of  delivery  from 
the  Ships,  or  in  a state  of  transit  upon  the  River 
Thames. 

The  nature  and  value  of  many  of  the  articles 
which  are  imported,  render  the  possession  of  them 
peculiarly  desirable  ; and  numerous,  indeed,  are  the 
devices  to  which  men  resort,  who  have  such  temp- 
tations before  them,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying 
their  covetous  and  criminal  propensities. 

Like 
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Like  the  property  of  the  State,  the  moral  tur^ 
pitudc  of  the  offence  does  not  operate  as  a re- 
straint upon  the  mind,  in  the  same  degree  as  in 
cases  which  apply  to  individuals  ; and  hence,  the  de- 
linquency has  a wider  scope,  and  embraces  in  its 
operation  classes  of  men,  who  would  scarcely  be  di^- 
posed  to  yield  to  temptations  differently  circum- 
stanced. 

The  only  consideration  therefore,  with  such  men, 
is  to  he  secure  against  the  risque  of  detection.  This  . 
object  once  effected,  every  difficulty  is  removed. 

Illicit  Trade  is  a great  object  with  the  inferior 
Officers.  To  accomplish  a measure,  on  the  success 
of  which,  the  profit  of  the  voyage  is  supposed  chiefly 
to  depend,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Revenue.  The  connivance,  at  least, 
of  those  who  are  in  inferior  situations,  is  the  more 
easily  purchased,  as  they  look  forward  to  a certain 
emolument  as  often  aS  they  have  such  stations 
assigned  them,  and  w'ould  feel  disappointed  if  it  was 
not  obtained.  , 

It  has  appeared  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  one  of 
the  Officers  of  an  £ast-India  ship,  discharged  at 
Blackwall,  in  November  17Q6,  on  the  Cargo  of 
which  considerable  depredations  were  committed, 
happened  to  be  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a Port 
Surveyor,  who,  although  not  superin tendant  of  the 
Ship,  interested  himself  very  much  in  getting  his 
friend’s  private  adventure  on  shore.  To  effect  this, 
a quantity  of  Shawls  were  packed  in  Casks,  filled  at 
each  end  with  spun-yarn  and  oakum,  and  coqveycd 
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among  the  Boatswain’s  Return-Stores  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Officers.  One  of  the  sitters  in  the 
galley,  however,  who  was  not  in  the  secret,  examined 
the  Cask  and  seized  the  goods.  The  Port  Officer 
seeing -the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  his  friend, 
found  means  to  satisfy  the  Seizing  Officer,  and  the 
goods  were  safely  landed,  with  subsequent  parcels 
consisting  of  Casks  and  Bales,  which,  on  being  ex- 
amined by  the  Officers  in  the  galley,  were  allowed  to 
• pass,  on  a promise  of  satisfaction  next  day  ; and  for 
this  service  each  of  the  sitters’  watermen  received 
a guinea. 

Nothing  can  point,  out  in  stronger  terms,  the 
utility  of  a Police  to  controul  and  cheek  the  corrupt 
practices  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  too  generally  pre- 
vail, to  the  injury  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  tbeineneasa 
of  Crimes. 

In  East-Tndia  Ships,  the  Revenue  Officers  are  ge- 
nerally numerous  ; their  salaries  are  small ; their 
families  often  large  ; their  wants  are  therefore  press- 
ing, and,  to  use  a prevailing  language,  they  must 
make  hay  tvhile  the  iun  shines.  Perhaps  they  look 
forward  to  a resource  of  this  nature  for  the  mear>s  of 
discharging  their  rent,  or  redeeming  scMue  useful 
articles  in  the  hands  of  the  Pawnbroker.  The  de- 
crease in  the  value  of  money  without  any  increase  of 
fair  entolument,  must  occasion  pressures  where  the 
salary  is  not  more  than  the  earnings  of  a common 
labourer ; Avho  is  not  unvier  the  i>ecessity  of  incurring 
the  same  expence  for  decent  apparel,  or  of  support- 
ing an  appearance  suitable  to  a public  station. 

Under 
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Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
account  for  the  Abuses,  Frauds,  and  Peculations, 
which  have  been  discovered  to  prevail  in  the  Ships  of 
the  East-India  Company.  The  transition  is  easy  in 
the  human  mind,  once  made  up,  in  passing  from  a 
smuggling  to  a thieving  transaction.  The  loss  of 
situation,  where  the  emolument  is  so  small,  has  no 
restraining  influence,  and  the  system  of  the  Revenue 
Boards  does  not,  perhaps  cannot,  admit  of  the  ope- 
ration of  those  other  restraints  upon  infidelity,  which 
peculiarly  apply  to  Officers  trained  and  controlled  by 
the  Marine  Police.  If  restraints  operate  at  all  oa 
the  minds  of  certain  classes  of  Revenue  Officers,  it 
is  those,  and  those  only,  which  the  Police  Institution 
have  created  by  the  dread  of  punishment,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  ignominy  which  attach  to  offences,  ia 
consequence  of  the  prompt  means  of  detection,  which 
form  a prominent  feature  of  the  system.  This  dread 
it  is  which  has  acted  so  powerfully,  wherever  it  imme- 
diately attached,  in  overawing  delinquents,  and  in 
preventing  the  commission  of  Crimes. 

It  is  certain  that  the  assistance  of  the  Marine 
Police  Officers,  in  the  vicinity  of  East-India  Ships, 
and  the  ^ccessful  Searches  and  Detection  of  Lum- 
pers and  others,  coming  from  their  Ships,  produced 
in  autumn  1798,  a degree  of  caution  and  vigilance, 
on  the  part  of  the  Revenue  Officers,  which  was  not 
apparent  previous  to  the  seizure  of  Teas  in  their 
presence,  which  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Lumpen. 

Innumerable  instances  might  be  adduced  of  the 
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extent  to  which  the  pillage  ami  plunder  of  East-Tndia 
Ships  have  been  carried  as  well  before  as  since  the 
establishment  of  the  River  Police.  The  following 
may  suffice  as  specimens. 

In  August  1 793, an  Eiast-India Ship, from  Bengal,  was 
plundered  to  a great  extent  during  her  discharge  : — 
It  appears  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  no  watch  was 
kept  by  cither  the  superintendant  or  his  assistant : 
That  ihe  Officers  received  daily  gratuities  from  the 
Lumpers  for  conniving  at  the  pillage  of  large  quanti- 
ties of  Pepjier  : That  the  Tidesincn  themselves  stole 
from  the  Gun-rootn,  a large  Case  of  Pepper,  and 
many  Bags  of  Rice  : That  the  same  Officers  also 
stoic,  during  the  night,  two  whole  quarters  of  Beef 
sent  on  board  for  the  Ship’s  use  ; also  about  60  dozen 
of  Bottles,  from  the  Hen-coops  on  the  poop.  The 
whole  plunder  was  carried  on  shore  by  the  crews  of 
the  galleys,  and  sold.  In  this  ship  other  extensive 
depredations  were  committed,  and  26  Officers  are 
stated  to  have  shared  in  the  booty. 

It  appears  also  in  evidence,  that  in  Nov.  1795> 
from  a China  Ship,  lying  at  Blackvvall,  35  Chests  of 
Tea  of  polb.  each,  were  plundered,  and  landed,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  watermen,  who  are  notorious 
receivers.  The  whole  Revenue  Officers  and  Lighter- 
men, 37  in  number,  are  stated  to  be  parties  in  this 
plunder.  Six  other  India  Ships  were  discharging  at 
the  same  time,  surrounded  by  12  gallies,  yet  nothing 
was  detected.  From  one  of  the  Craft,  three  more 
Chests  of  Tea  were  stolen  in  her  {wissagc  from  the 
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Sliip  to  the  Quays,  by  the  Officers  anti  Lighteffnen. 
The  plunder,  independent  of  what  is  here  specified, 
is  stated  to  have  been  enormous. 

The  same  evidence  states,  that  in  July  1796,  the 
Cargo  of  a Ship  from  Bengal  was  plundered  to  a 
very  great  extent,  by  the  Superintendant  and  other 
Officers  ; respecting  whom  a detailed  account  of 
Fraud  and  Intrigue,  relative  to  a Pipe  of  Bengal 
Spirit,  is  stated,  which  clearly  dcvelopes  the  loose 
conduct,  and  shocking  want  of  principle,  which  too 
generally  pervades  that  class  of  men,  who  arc  env- 
ployed  as  Safeguards  to  the  Public  Kevenue,  and  the 
Property  of  the  Merchant. 

The  influence  of  the  new  system  of  River  Police, 
not  being  as  yet  directly  extended  to  East-India 
Ships,  opportunities  still  continue  to  be  aftbrded  for. 
the  same  species  of  pillage.  In  spite  of  the  injunc- 
tions laid  upon  the  superintendants  of  the  labourers 
employed  in  the  discharge,  to  select  discreet  and 
honest  men,  they  are  found  to  be  generally  of  the 
same  class,  and  possess  the  same  desire  to  obtain 
plunder,  as  those  who  arc  known  to  have  carried 
their  depredations  to  a greater  extent. — This  is 
proved  in  the  case  of  a China  Ship,  which  discharged 
at  Blackwall  in  the  Autumn  of  l/QS. — A posse  of 
Marine  Police  Officers  receiving  information,  which 
excited  a suspicion  that  the  Cargo  was  plundered, 
watched  the  time  when  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers- 
came  on  shore.  On  attempting  a search,  which 
discovered  them  to  be  Officers,  a violent  oppositioa 
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ensue<U  and  at  that  moment  the  vthole  surfice  of 
the  Thames,  round  their  Boats,  was  co\*ered  with 
Tea.  The  Officers  with  great  difficulty  seiacd  two 
of  the  delinquents,  before  they  had  litnc  to  throw 
away  their  plunder. 

But,  besides  what  is  obtained  by  these  Aquatic 
Labourers,  while  working  in  the  hold,  it  is  stated,  on 
the  authority  of  a person  who  had  the  best  access  to 
know  the  c\’il  practice  which  prerailed  ; “ that  the 
**  chief  dejJTcdations  <m  the  Cargoes  of  East-India 

Ships,  arc  committed  by  Coopers,  and  inferior 

Officers  stationed  in  the  hold.”  When  once  ob- 
tained, the  sitter  in  the  Revenue  Galley  and  his 
• Watermen,  gencntlly  receive  a certain  proportion, 
as  a passport  of  the  Booty  to  a place  of  safety  on 
•bore. 

Thirty-nine  Chests  of  Tea  were  stolen  from  a 
China  Ship  in  1798,  during  the  delivery  of  her 
Cargo  at  Blackw'all ; and  notwithstanding  the  care 
which  has  been  manifest  in  securing  the  Hatches  of 
the  Easf-India  Hoys,  and  in  the  particular  construc- 
tion of  the  Vessels,  with  a view  to  prevent  plunder, 
five  Chests  of  Tea  from  the  same  Ship,  were  stolen 
and  removed  in  the  pss.nge  of  the  Craft,  from  I^ong 
Reach  to  the  G>mp.any’s  Wharf,  at  Botolph  Quay. 

It  is  further  stated,  on  the  most  respectable  autho- 
rity, that  a bale  of  Muslins,  worth  ;^.700,  was 
stolen  from  another  Hoy  in  her  passage  up  the 
River  in  17QS,  and  that  40  chests  of  Tea,  which 
had  been  purposely  stowed  in  the  cable  tier  of  a 
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China  ship,  were  afterwards  feloniously  conveyed 
away,  and  totally  lost  to  the  Proprietors. 

It  appears  indeed,  but  too  certain,  that  notwith-  , 
standing  the  apparently  good  system  of  prevention, 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  Boards  of 
Revenue,  and  the  £ast-India  Company,  pillage  to  at 
certain  extent  prevails  in  many  of  their  Ships;  anct 
that  this  species  of  Depredation  has  been-  also 
Deduced  to  a system,  since  cart/  phraser  are  in  use' 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  criminal  interconrSe,  in 
disposing  of  articles  obtained  in  this  manner. — In- 
this  cant  lasguagc.  Tea  is  known  by  the  appellation’ 
of  Malt. — According  tothe  account  given  by  a person 
of  considerable  intelligence,  who  derived- hie in&rma- 
tion  from  the  inferior  Revenue  Officers  themselves^ 
die  general  pillage  of  Tea  through  that  medium, 
takes  place  in  small  qiumtities  c<mtinualfy  repeated: 
and  in-  cases,  where  any  of  the  Officers  of  cither 
Revenue  are  not  of  the  class  denominated  Game 
OficerSi  matters  are  so  managed  as  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  aeorct.  Individual  Officers  of  this  cISss, 
{heio,  to  use  their  own  language,  “ have  been  at' 
Jndia,"J  have  acknowledged  to  have  profiled  to  the 
extent  of,  from  20  to  30 1.  by  pilfering  in  a little 
way  from  a single  Ship. 

Under  such  circumstances,  as  in  others,  where 
the  plunder  is  of  greater  magnitude,  the  connivance" 
of  the  Officers  in  the  Gallies  is  necessary;’ and‘ 
as  a rccompenoe  for  tho  facilities  they  affiird,  a* 
certain  share  of  the  booty  is  assigned  them. 
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The  Importation  of  Sugar  from  India  affords  a 
great  resource  for  plunder,  which  did  not  fornicrly. 
exist;  and  in  the  depredations  on  this  species  of 
Property,  the  lower  class  of  Officers  and  Seamen 
are  equally  implicated  with  the  Lumjjcrs. — An 
instance  recently  occurred,  where  a Revenue  Officer 
found  a bag  of  Sugar  in  the  Carpenter’s  tool-chest. 

Where  so  many  apj>ear  to  be  more  or  less  impli- 
eated  in  offences  of  this  nature,  it  ceases  to  be  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  such  nefarious  transactions 
arc  eoncealed  and  so  seldom  attract  the  attention, 
cither  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  or  the 
£ust-Indiu  Company. 

In  an  Importation,  exceeding  Six  Millions  and  a 
half  annually,  composed  of  Merchandise  of  great 
value,  and  contained  in  an  inconceivable  number  of 
different  packages  ; passing  through  a great  variety 
of  hands,  and  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  these 
in  the  habit  of  devising  means  to  obtain  plunder, 
the  amount  of  the  annual  Depredations  must  be 
very  considerable,  although  not  easily  to  be  asccr-> 
tained  : — But  calculating  only  at  the  rate  of  ^.500  a, 
Ship,  including  the  Craft,  on  an  average,  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  loss  to  tlic  Revenue  and  the  Com- 
pany, will  cy.ctcdTv:ej]ty-Jive  Thousand  VotuiJs  a year. 
Exclusive  of  the  losses  which  may  be  sustained  by 
the  pillage  and  plunder  of  Goods  cxjxjrtcd,  respect- 
ing which  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  estimate; 
although  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  removal  of  nearly 
Four  Millions  annually,  from  the  licpositorics  where 
2 the 
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the  Goods  are  collected,  to  the  different  outward- 
bound  Ships,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  so  great 
a number  of  Packages  can  escape  the  effects  of  a 
system  of  Depredation,  which  extends  its  influence 
in  so  many  directions  ; and  is  so  completely  orga- 
nized for  purposes  hostile  to  the  general  security  of 
Commercial  Property. 

DEPREDATIONS 

ON  THE 

WEST-INDIA  TRADE, 

TO  AND  FBOM  THE  FORT  OF  LONDON. 

While  most  other  branches  of  Commerce  have 
been  gradually  acquiring  conveniences  and  facilities 
applicable  to  their  progressive  increase,  tbeXrade  from 
the  Sugar  Plantations  to  the  Port  of  London,  seems  to 
have  remained  in  this  particular  neorly  stationary  for 
above  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  without  the 
advantage  of  those  accommodations  and  securities 
which  its  rapid  progress  and  great  extent  seemed  to 
require.  It  has  of  course,  as  already  appears, 
been  a prey  to  the  most  enormous  Depredations, 
perhaps  not  less  than  to  the  extent  of  Seven  Millions 
Sterling  in  the  course  of  the  Century : — Since  even 
at  its  commencement,  it  would  seem  that  there 
existed  a considerable  resource  for  that  species  of 
Plunder,  w’hich  has  in  the  greatest  degree  excited 
the  attention,  and  sharpened  the  ingenuity  of  the 
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hordes  of  Delinquent's,  who  have  progressively  preyed 
upon  this  branch  of  Commerce. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  Sugars  imported  into  the 
River  Thames,  amounted  to  about  one-fifth  part  of 
the  present  medium  quantity. — In  it  must  have 

been  equal  \Q  a third. — In  1750,  it  was  little  short 
o(  a half:  while  in  1/75,  it  approached  nearly  to 
its  average  extent  for  the  last  twenty-four  years; 
during  which  period,  it  has  varied  from  105,000  to 
147,576  casks — the  quantity  Imported  for  the  year 
ending  the  Q.bth  of  June,  1799-  (-f)— For  fifteen  years 


(j)  Sugar  and  Rum  Imported  into  London  for  a period  of  fifry 
yearb. 
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subsequent  to  the  middle  of  the  18th  Century, 
the  productions  of  the  West-India  Colonics  do  not 
seem  to  havt;  materially  increased  ; and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1703,  that  by  the 
acquisition  of  new  Islands  and  the  extreme  enter- 
prise of  Individuals,  a rapid  augmentation  became 
manifest. 

From  this  period  the  evils  of  the  Port  became 
extremely  prominent.  The  resort  of  so  many 
additionat  Ships,  and  the  great  and  sudden  inerease 
of  West-India  produce  without  conveniences  ade- 
quate to  the  augmentation  of  this  branch  of  Trade, 
created  much  confusion  and  the  most  vexatious 
delays,  by  which  this  valuable  Property  became 
exposed  to  that  excessive  pillage,  which  has  already 
been  in  part  developed  in  the  preceding  Chapter ; 
and  which  is  certainly  unexampled  in  any  Commercial 
Port  in  the  World. 

Amidst  the  various  causes  of  this  extensive  plun- 
der, the  privilege  assumed  by  the  Mates  of  W'est- 
liidia  Ships,  of  appropriating  to  their  own  use  the 
Sweepings  of  the  hold  after  the  Ship’s  discharge, 
was  productive  of  infinite  mischief,  by  furnishing  a 
pretence  to  the  Criminal  Dealers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
River,  to  cultivate  theiracquaintance  for  the  purpose  of 
bargaining  for  their  Sweepings,  and  then  not  only  to 
seduce  them  into  the  evil  practice  of  staving  Casks 
and  Packages  to  enlarge,  the  quantity  by  excessive 
spillings  of  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  articles ; but 
also  to  enter  into  confederacies  along  with  the 
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Revenue  Officers  stationed  on  board,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plundering  the  Cargo  in  the  night,  which 
will  be  hereafter  shewn  not  only  to  have  been  an  evil 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  but  also  to  have  been 
felt  as  a pressure  upon  the  Trade,  for  a period  of 
from  thirty  to  forty  years,  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Marine  Police  in  1798- 

This  appears  from  an  Advertisement  (/)  published 
bv  the  Wcst-India  Merchants  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1765,  and  also  by  a Resolution  of  that  respect- 
able Body,  dated  the  6th  of  January,  1767,  on  the 
subject  of  the  pretended  perquisite  of  Sweepings  ; («) 

both 

(/)  Advtrf'nemeiii — Vhe  Merchants  of  London,  trading  to  th* 
Sugar  Colonic.s  uking  into  consideration  the  wicked  and  felonioM 
practice  of  stealing  Sugars  and  other  Goods,  the  product  of  the  said 
Colonies,  and  the  pernicious  consequences  attending  it,  think  it 
highly  incumbent  on  tlicm  to  prevent  the  same  as  far  as  they  are 
able,  and  have  therefore  resolved  to  prosecute  with  the  utnmt 
rigour  of  the  Law  all  such  Offenders ; and  they  do  hereby  give 
notice,  that  if  any  person,  or  persons,  shall  be  discovered  stealing 
Sugar,  or  other  C.cods,  from  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  from  the 
Sugar  Colonics,  or  out  of  any  Lighter  or  other  Craft  on  the  River 
TLimes,  or  on  any  Ouay  or  Wharf  adjoining  to  the  said  River, 
or  in  any  Warehouse,  or  other  place  belonging  to  such  Quay  or 
V liarf,  every  person  making  such  discover)',  shall  be  intitled  to  a 
resvard  of  Forty  Shillings,  on  the  conviction  of  every  such 
Ofllndcr.  And  that  ever)-  person,  who  shall  discover  as  aforesaid, 
any  Buyer  or  Receiver  of  such  stolen  Goods,  knowing  them  to  be 
stolen,  sliull  be  intitlrd  to  a reward  of  Twenty  Pounds,  on  con- 
viction of  every  such  Buyer  or  Receiver. 

(«}  At  a Meeting  nf  the  Weft-Iiedia  Merchantt,  at  the  King’s. 
Arms  Tavern,  Cornhtll,  January  6,  1767;  the  ftlhnuing 
Advert isancut  ivas  agreed  to,  viz. 

‘ Whereas  it  has  been  occasionally  pretended,  that  the  Mates  of 

* West- 
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both  which  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  sense  they 
entertained  of  the  height  to  which  River  Plunder 
Iiad  arrived  .it  that  early  perio<l. 

Yet  still  these  eftiirts,  although  repeated  at  various 
intervals,  had  no  effect : — With  the  increase  of  the 
Importations,  the  plunder  of  this  species  of  Commer- 
cial Property  also  augmented. — The  Orders  and 
Resolutions  of  the  Merchants  were  disregarded. — 
Sweepings  became  an  article  of  ejetensive  Trade, 
attracting  the  notice  of  all  the  Criminal  Dealers 

* Wesuindia  Sliips,  discharged  In  the  Port  of  London,  are  entitled 

* to  the  Sweepings  of  the  Hold ; and,  under  that  pretence,  great 

* quantities  of  Sugar  and  other  Goods  have  been  clandestinely  sold, 

‘ to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Ownen  and  Freighters  of  such  Ships, 

* and  of  the  fair  Trader : 

‘ The  West-India  Merchants,  in  order  to  put  a stop  to  these  bad 

* practices,  do  hereby  promise  a reward  of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be 

* paid  on  the  conviction  of  every  Mate,  or  other  person,  who 

* shall  sell  Sweepings,  or  any  part  of  the  Ship’s  Cargo  as  such ; 

* and  all  persons  who  purchase  Sweepings  will  be  prosecuted  : and, 

* for  the  conviction  of  such,  the  like  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds 

* will  be  paid,  as  Receivers  of  stolen  Goods.* 

aasoLViD, 

That  the  above  Advertisement  be  published  in  the  Newspapers, 
as  long  as  it  may  be  judged  necessary,  and  be  fixed  up  at  Lloyd’s 
and  the  Jamaica  Cofi'ec.Houses. 

That  a sufficient  number  of  Copies  be  delivered  at  the  Houses  of 
the  West-India  Merchants,  to  be  by  them  sent  on  board  their 
Ships  as  they  shall  arrive,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  fixed  up  in 
some  conspicuous  part  of  the  Ship,  that  no  person  may  hereafter 
plead  ignorance  of  the  same. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Masters  of  Ships  to  discharge 
such  Mates  as  shall  claim  any  right  or  Title  to  the  Sweepbgs. 

JAMES  ALLEN,  Secretary, 

upon 
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upon  the  River.— -Mates  and  Revenue  OfRcers  were 
seduced  by  the  lures  they  held  out. — ^The  evil  ex- 
tended to  avast  proportion  of  the  Ships  in  the  West- 
India  Trade,  and  attracted  notice  in  so  particular  a 
degree  as  to  produce  an  inveftigation,  which  gave 
birth  to  a system  of  Regulations,  which  were 
framed  on  the  12th  of  June,  178Q,  and  afterwards 
revised,  amended,  and  published  on  the  following 
year,  viz.  the  27th  of  April,  1790.  (x) 

But 


(x)  At  a General  Meeting  of  the  Wejl-India  Merehants,  Lonian, 
April  27,  1790,  Their  Regulations  of  the  nth  of  fune, 
1789,  m/ere  revised  and  confirmed  nuith  certain  additions  and 
alterations,  as  follovit,^ 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY  I — 

I.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Captains  to  be  on  board  their 
Ships  as  much  as  possible  every  day  while  unloading,  especially  in 
the  Evening,  to  make  observations  on  the  people  employed  in  the 
delivery  of  the  Cargo,  and  to  sec  the  Hatchways,  kc.  weU 
secured  before  it  is  dark. 

II.  That  the  present  mode  of  working  out  Ships,  by  Contract 
with  Lumpers,  &c.  be  discontinued,  as  a source  of  immediate 
Plunderage  and  subsequent  Waste. 

III.  That  the  Captains  employ  their  own  Crews  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes ; and,  where  this  cannot  be 
done,  work  them  out  by  persons  hired  by  themselves,  and  kept 
under  their  own  eye  and  command. 

IV.  That  the  persons  who  work  out  the  Ships  be  not  permitted 
tl  go  on  shore  during  the  day,  but  be  victualled  on  board,  (which, 
it  is  presumed,  may  best  be  dene  at  the  Ship’s  expcnce . the  wages 
being  lessened  in  proportion;)  and  that  they  be  searched  by  the 
Captain,  or  other  person  superintending  the  delivery  of  the  Cargo, 
when  they  quit  the  Ship  to  go  on  shore  at  night. 

V.  That  the  Regulations,  already  in  force,  respecting  the 
Sweepings  of  Sagan  on  board  of  Ships,  be  confirmed  and  continued. 

VI.  That 
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But  although  these  regulations  demonstrate  great 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  West-India  Merchants, 

as 


VI.  That  Gratnities  be  given  to  persons  ileteaingand  informing 
against  Plunderers  and  Thieves  ; and  also  to  any  Custom-Hckise 
Officer  or  other  person  giving  authentic  informatioh  to  the  Stfcretaiy, 
of  any  Vessel  from  which  Sugars  or  other  articles  shall  have  been 
taken  and  seized  as  plundered  or  stolen ; and  that  the  name  of  such 
Vessel  be  published  at  the  Jamaica  and  New  Lloyd’s  Coffee  houses ; 
the  whole  at  the  discretion  and  by  order  of  the  Meeting  of  Mer- 
chants. 

VII.  'I'hat  it  be  recommended,  that,  where  it  is  convenient, 
only  the  working  Hatchway  or  Hatchways  to  the  between-decks 
and  Hold  he  open,  and  also  that  the  passage  through  the  between, 
decks  and  Hold  be  closed  at  the  tides. 

VIII.  That  no  Boat,  unless  provided  or  permitted  by  the  Cap- 
tain, be  allowed  to  be  fastened  to  the  Ship. 

IX.  That  the  Ship’s  Husband  or  Captain  do  appoint  Coopers  (to 
be  victnalkd,  and  kept  on  board,  arni  attended  to,  in  like  manner 
as  the  Labourers  above  mentioned,)  to  give  subsuntwl  Cooperage  to 
the  Sugar-casks  on  board  the  Ship  ; and  do  appoint  Coopers  also  to 
attend  the  casks  in  the  Lighters  at  the  Wharf  and  at  their  landing, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  delivered  in  good  condition  according 
to  the  Bill  of  Lading. 

X.  That  the  Ship’s  Coopers,  wherever  necessary,  attend  below 
in  the  Ships  to  give  such  Cooperagsas  may  be  requisite  for  bringing 
the  casks  upon  deck  with  safety  to  their  contents ; and  that  they  re. 
pair  all  damages  done  to  the  casks  in  the  Lighters,  before  the  Ligh. 
ten  quit  the  Ship. 

XI.  That  the  Captain  or  Mate  sec  that  each  Lighter  has  a suf- 
ficient number  of  good  Tarpaulins  for  the  purpose  of  covering  th* 
Sugar-tasks. 

XII.  That  the  WTatchman  belonging  to  each  Lighter  be  well 
armed  ; that  he  attend  the  Lighter  from  the  time  of  its  loading  to 
that  of  its  unloading ; that  he  give  Bond,  with  a Security  joined, 
for  good  conduct ; and  that  the  Society  of  Captains  be  requested  to 
nominate  such  Watchmen  when  wanted. 

XIII.  That 
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as  well  as  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  sources  of 
the  evil,  yet  they  too  seem  to  have  been  totally  dis- 
regarded, and  like  many  excellent  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, speedily  became  a dead  letter ; chiefly  because 
they  provided  no  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  and 
it  was  assigned  to  no  person  as  a matter  of  duty  to 
see  them  carried  into  execution. — With  some  meri- 
torious exceptions.  Shipmasters,  notwithstanding 
these  regulations,  left  the  charge  of  their  Vessels 
chiefly  to  the  Mates.-^ — ^The  mode  of  working  out 

XIII.  That  it  be  recommended,  that  the  Sugars  be  drawn  only 
once,  and  then  for  lottbg ; and  that  the  quantity  then  taken  be  only 
One  Pound  and  a half,  in  order  to  furnish  two  telling  samples,  one 
for  the  Seller  and  one  for  the  Buyer. 

XIV.  That,  as  soon  as  the  Sugan  are  drawn,  the  Drawing. 
Hcde  be  closed,  as  in  cases  of  Exportation. 

XV.  That  the  Wharfingers  be  desired  occasionally  to  inspect  the 
Samples ; and  that  they  be  hereby  authorised  to  stop  all  Coopers 
conveying  Samples  from  the  Warehouses,  in  cases  where  they  sus- 
pect such  Samples  to  exceed  the  weight  or  number  allowed  by  the 
Regulations,  and  that  they  give  immediate  informatitm  to  the  Secre- 
tary thereof ; and  that  no  Boards  of  Sugar  be  carried  away  from  the 
Warehouses,  unless  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Wharfinger  or  his 
Representative. 

XVI.  That  no  Sweepings  or  Molasses  from  the  Warehouses  be 
tUowed  to  the  Gangsmen  ; that  no  Tubs  or  other  Receptacles  for 
Sugar  or  Molasses  be  permitted  in  the  Warehouses,  unless  by  order 
of  the  Wharfinger ; and  that  the  Wharfingers  be  defired  to  take  all 
Sweepings  and  Molasses  under  their  care,  and  to  sell  the  same  tq 
defray  the  cxpcnce  of  keeping  the  Warehouses  clean. 

XVII.  That  no  Sugars  be  drawn  unless  by  the  order  of  the 
Merchant,  or  of  the  Broker,  or  some  other  person  deputed  by  the 
Merchant ; and  that  no  Cooper  be  allowed  to  draw  Sugars,  or  tq 
remain  in  the  Warehouses!,  after  Sun  set. 

JAMES  ALLEN,  Sicutarj.^ 

Ship^ 
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Ships  by  contract  with  Lumpers  was  not  discontinu- 
ed, nor  were  those  Lumpers  victualled  on  board  by 
Ship  Owners  ; and  in  many  instances  not  searched 
but  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  three  times  a day,  gene- 
rally laden  with  Plunder. 

The  regulations  respecting  Sweepings,  although 
again  confirmed,  were  not  carried  into  effect.— 
Gratuities  offered  for  detecting  Plunderers  did  not 
diminish  the  evil,  since  those  whose  evidence  alone 
could  convict  offenders  were  themselves,  for  the  most 
part,  equally  guilty. 

The  recommendations  respecting  thi  Ships  Hatch- 
toajSf  Watermens  Boats  fastened  to  Ships — Coopers 
end  Lighters  appear  to  have  been  equally  disre- 
garded. 

Instead  of  armed  Watchmen  attached  to  each 
Lighter,  as  recommended  by  the  1 2th  Article — it 
seldom  happened  that  any  Watchmen  at  all  were 
appointed  ; — and  at  most  not  more  than  one  ' 
for  every  four  or  five  Lighters,  without  armsy 
and  without  requiring  a Bond  of  lOOl.  for  fidelity,  ’ 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Merchants ; these 
Watchmen  too  (if  such  they  could  be  called,)  were 
seldom  relieved,  perhaps,  for  three  or  four  weeks  to-  . 
gether,  of  course  if  they  were  disposed  to  execute 
their  trust  with  fidelity,  the  rest  which  nature  rcr 
quired  rendered  it  impossible  ; and  hence  while^  an 
expence  was  incurred,  it  became  a mere  mockery, 
and  a nullity,  as  it  related  to  the  protection  of  the 
Car^f  Jn  many  instances  it  operated  as  a facility, 

and 
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and  an  inroad  to  Plimder,  by  the  Seduction  of  these 
inefficient  Watchmen,  whose  necessities  rendered 
them  an  easy  prey  to  those  who  bad  designs  upon 
the  Property  under  their  charge. 

Nor  were  the  West-India  Merebants  more  suc- 
cessful in  their  regulations  resj>ecting  the  drawing 
of  Samples,  although  a branch  of  the  System  more 
immediately  within  their  personal  Controul. 

Instead  of  drawing  Sugars  only  once,  and  limit- 
ing the  quantity  to  one  pound  and  half  and  no  more, 
in  order  to  furnish  two  selling  Samples,  one  for  the 
Seller,  and  another  for  the  Buyer,  (according  to  the 
13th  Rule  of  the  Trade). — ^Thc  Coopers  continued 
the  old  practice  of  drawing  Samples  frequently  twice, 
and  some  times  thrice  from  the  same  Hogshead, 
seldom  taking  less  than  from  four  to  six  pounds 
each  time. 

Neither  have  the  Merchants  been  successful  in 
debaring  the  Gangsmen  the  assumed  privilege  of 
Drainings  and  Sweepings  in  the  Warehouses,  since 
it  appears  that  under  the  colour  of  this,  or  some 
other  pretence, , their  emoluments  are  very  consider- 
able, and  the  Deficiency  and  Plunder  of  the  Sugars 
in  the  Warehouses,  after  they  arc  supposed  to  be 
secure,  have  been  found  to  be  very  enormous.  A 
circumstance  the  more  vexatious,  as  it  is  not  only 
the  original  value  of  the  article,  as  has  already 
been  noticed,  but  also  the  present  high  Duties  and 
Charges  which  eftnstitute  the  loss,  and  add  not  less 
than  35  per  Cent,  to  its  aggregate  amount.  . 

Such 
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Such  has  (been  the  unsuccessful  result  of  all  the 
efforts  used  by  the  West-India  Merchants  to  esta- 
blish good  regulations  for  the  protection  of  West- 
India  Property. — To  these  already  detailed,  were 
added  an  offer  of  very  high  Rewards  in  \yg6  and 
1797,  -for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  (!)fferf- 
ders : but  it  only  served  to  develope  tlie  vast  and 
increasing  magnitude  of  the  Depredations  by  the 
evidence  brought  forward  in  Criminal  OMirts  of  Jus- 
tice— where  a most  enormous  expcncc  was  incurred 
without,  in  any  respect,  diminishing  the  evil. 

The  reason  was  obvious. — The  Criminal  Con- 
federates engaged  in  these  nefarious  designs  had  be- 
come numerous,  and  powerful  in  pecuniary  resource. 
Unrestrained  by  those  principles  of  reciitiule,  which 
govern  the  actions  of  men  in  the  innocent  walks  of 
life,  they  resorted  to  every  criminal  device  which 
was  likdy  to  impede  or  embarrass  the  course  of  Jus- 
tice, by  intimidating  or  suborning  evidence,  and  by 
other  proceedings,  having  for  their  object  the  acquital 
of  their  associates  in  iniquity. — ^They  succeeded  in 
part ; and  feeling  encouraged  by  the  triumph  of  a 
victory  over  the  insulted  Laws  of  their  Country,  they 
renewed  their  depredations  as  Stealers  and  Receivers 
of  the  property  of  the  Planters  and  Merchants, 
rendered  exceedingly  valuable  from  the  then  great 
advance  in  the  price,  and  the  considerable  augmen- 
tation of  the  Duties. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances — beset  on  all 
bands  by  hordes  of  Miscreants,  eager  to  seize  upon 

their 
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their  propcrt)',  and  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  re- 
strain or  to  keep  them  within  bounds,  the  expedient 
of  Wet  Docks  had  been  resorted  to,  as  the  only 
apparent  means  of  relief. 

As  a prelude  to  this  important  measure,  inquiries 
were*  instituted  by  a Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  before  whom  it  appeared  in  evidence  that 
the  Plunder  on  West-India  Produce  alone,  occasioned 
an  annual  loss  to  the  Proprietors  of  1 50,000l.  (_y)  a 
year,  and  50,000l.  a year  to  the  Revenue  : but  at 
that  period,  (viz.  1796,)  opportunities  had  not  been 
JlfForded  of  obtaining  that  full  and  extensive  infor- 
mation, which  has  since  arisen  from  the  minute  in- 
vestigations which  have  taken  place,  and  which  seem 
to  warrant  a much  higher  estimate ; and  perhaps, 
the  following  view  of  the  general  state  of  those  va- 
rious Depredations,  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  may  be  hazarded  as  approaching 
tolerably  near  the  truth. 

Isf.  Supposing  that  out  of  385  Ships y phe  average 
number  in  a ear,)  1-5 /A  part  or  T 7 Ships  have  been, 
more  or  less,  subject  to  night  and  day  Plunder  in 
the  manner  already  explained  ; and  that  the  Loss  in 
Sugar,  Rum,  G>ffee,  and  other  articles,  on  this  first 
Class  of  Game  Ships,  averaged  700/.  per  Ship,  (zj 

‘id.  That 

iy)  A Cornmittee  from  the  Body  of  Planters  in  a late  conference 
with  the  Minister,  stated  the  amount  of  the  Depredations  to, be 
more  than  double  this  sum.  , 

(zJ  1.  It  is  ascertained  by  evidence  upon  oath,  that  from  a Jamaica 

Ship 
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*lil.  That  2-blhs,  or  154  Ships,  had  been  subject  to  ex- 
cessive riumier,  and  that  the  whole  Lumpers,  Coop- 
ers, 

Ship  discharged  in  January  179 },  Tiurntj  Tent  of  Sugar 
were  stolen,  in  conicqncficeof  an  agreement  between  the  chief 
Mate,  four  Custom-house,  and  two  Excite  Officers  then  on 
board  on  the  one  part,  and  a notorious  Receiver  on  the  other, 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  two  Ltghi-bortemtn,  carried  on 
shore  about  a Ton  each  night. 

z.  It  alto  appears  on  similar  evidence,  that  from  a Jamaica  Ship 
discharged  in  March  1794,  no  less  than  F)ftj  Tens  ef"  Sugar 
were  plundered  in  consequence  of  a previous  agreement  with 
the  Mate  and  five  Revenue  Officers. — Ten  Hogsheads  were 
completely  emptied,  and  aftersvards  stowed  in  a part  of  the 
Ship  where  there  had  been  much  leakage,  that  it  might  ap- 
pear the  Sugar  had  been  washed  out  during  the  voyage.— 
The  result  was,  that  the  loss  was  borne  by  the  Undemuritertt 
From  the  same  Ship  three  whole  Puncheons  of  Rum  were 
plundered,  besides  300  Gallons  pumped  from  different  Casks, 
all  which  were  sent  on  shore  in  Skins  and  Bladders. — From 
this  Ship  a large  quantity  of  Coffee  was  also  pillaged. — The 
five  Revenue  Officers  are  stated  to  have  each  shared  1 30I.  in. 
dependent  of  the  money  received  by  the  Mate  and  Agents  in 
this  iniquitous  business. 

3.  The  same  evidence  states,  that  in  August  1794,  a small  Vestel 

arrived  in  the  River  from  Antigua,  with  70  Hogsheads  of 
Sngar;  Five  Hogsbeads  of  tubich  were  actually  plundered 
by  three  Tidesmen  in  conjunction  with  the  Mate,  and  a 
well-known  Receiver.  — The  Captain  haj'pened  to  be  a 
stranger,  who  had  expressed  much  apprehension  of  Lumpers, 
upon  which  the  Revenue  Officers  proposed,  hi  order  to  allay 
his  fears,  and  prevent  his  employing  l.umpcfi,  that  they 
would  themselves  discLirge  the  Cargo — The  result  was, 
that  while  he  remained  on  shore,  considering  himself  at 
secure,  he  lost  i-i+th  part  of  the  whole. 

4.  Upon  the  same  testimony  it  appears  that  in  September  179^,  the 

Cargo  of  a Jamaica  Ship  then  discharging  at  the  Quays  near 
London  Bridge  was  plundered  of  Ten  lorn  af  Sugar  \sy  the 
Mate  and  five  Revenue  Officers,  assisted  by  two  Watermen 
in  the  Service  of  the  Customs. 

5.  It 
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ers,  Officers,  Mates,  and  Ships'  Crew,  obtained  aft 
an  average  250/.  a Ship,  (a) 

5.  It  appears  fiirther  by  evidence  upon  oath,  that  the  Cargo  of  a 
Jamaica  Ship  which  discharged  on  the  River  in  November 
1795,  was  plundered  of  Sugar  and  other  articles  of  the  value 
of  500I.  by  three  Custom-house  and  two  Excise  Cffitcrs,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Captain,  Mate,  and  Ship’s  Watermen, 
with  others. — The  whole  was  landed  by  a notorious  Re- 
ceiver. 

In  September  1796,  five  Revenue  Officers,  the  Mate,  and  a no- 
torious Receiver  stole  Ten  Ton  of  Sugar,  and  a whole 
Puncheon  of  Rum,  firom  a Vessel  from  St.  Kitt’s,  which 
then  discharged  in  the  Rivcr« 

The  information,  upon  oath,  from  which  these  Cases  are  selected, 
goes  a considerable  length  further,  and  states  many  specific  facts, 
strongly  demonstrating  the  shocking  corruption  of  Morals  among 
Tarious  classes  employed  in  different  situations  upon  the  River,  and 
yet  these  instances  are  only  a slight  shade,  when  compared  with 
the  aggregate. — Specific  details,  such  as  these  are  only  brought  to 
light  by  accident,  while  the  great  mass  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  October  and  November  1 797,  a discovery  was  made  of  1 2 
Ships  from  the  West-Indies,  all  discharging  about  the  same  time, 
which  had  been  shockingly  plundered.  The  detection  and  trial  of 
some  of  the  delinquents  afterwards  established  in  evidence  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  a part  of  this  plunder, 
which  authorized  the  following  estimate  of  the  Loss,  viz. 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qus. 


Jamaica  Sugar ....  81  10  z 

Leeward  Island  ditto  4;  11  o 


127  I z 

Loss  to  the  Crown  at  17s.  ird.  King’s  Duty  ....  2,223  3 

Loss  to  Ship-Owner’s  Freight icji  o o 

Loss  to  Ship-Master’s  Primage 52  iz  o 

Loss  to  Merchants’  Commbsion 400  o o 

Loss  to  the  Planter  or  Owner  of  the  Sugar 7*9?)  *4  o 

Total  .. /.1 1,684  I 3 

83^  Average  Loss  nearly  One  Thousand  Pounds  each  Ship,  ex- 
doslve  of  what  was  not  discovered. 

2 2d,  That 
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3rf.  37m/  1-5/A,  or  Ships,  from  having  sortie  atten- 
tion  paid  on  the  fart  of  the  Ships'  Officers,  have 
suffered  a loss  from  Lumpers,  Coopers  and  others, 
only  to  the  extent  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  ar- 
ticles, of  \OOl.  a Ship. 

Ath.  That  \-bth,or  TJ  Ships,  from  a still  greater  de- 
gree of  vigilance,  increased  ly  the  constant  or  occa- 
sional presence  of  the  Ship  Masters,  may  have  only  . 
suffered  on  an  average  to  the  extent  of  50l.  each 
Ship. 

bth.That  in  about  2,500  Lighters,  employed  in  discharg- 
ing West-lndia  Ships,  {including  their  repeated 
. trips,')  the  average  Plunder  of  Sugar,  Rum,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Logwood,  Fustic,  (^c, 
might  amount  to  61.  on  each  Cargo. 

6th.  That  on  120,000  Casks  of  Sugar,  15,000  Pun- 
cheons of  Rum,  and  100,000  other  Packages,  con- 
sisting of  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Tur- 
meric, Cotton,  Hides,  Elephants'  Teeth,  Castor  Oil, 
besides  Mahogany,  Logwood,  Fustic,  and  other  Dye 
IVoods,  and  Lancevcood  Spars,  landed  on  the  dif- 
ferent Quays  and  Wharfs — the  average  Pillage  by 
Scuffle-Hunters , and  others  upon  the  Quays,  tmiy 
have  amounted  to 'Is.  a Package,  on  235,000  Pack- 
ages ; arid  Q.Os.  per  Ton  on  the  different  IVoods,  {h) 

estimating 

(a)  In  cases  where  Lumpers  were  either  remunerated  in  part  or 
in  whole  from  the  Plunder  obuined,  this  average  would  aj^t  to 
be  moderate. 

(i)  It  is  well  ascertained  that  the  pillage  of  Dye  Woods,  par- 
ticularly Logwood  and  Fitttic,  hat  been  very  excetsire,  both  in  the 

Lighters 
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• estimating  the  average  quantity  in  a year  at  3009 
Tons. 

’jfth.  That  on  1 00,000  Packages,  comprizing  Coffee,  (c) 
- Cocoa,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Turmeric,  Cotton,  and 
other  articles  lodged  in  the  Warehouses,  the  Plunder 
' hy  Labourers  and  others  in  depositing.  Sampling,  and 
remo^'ing  the  same,  may  average  about  Zs.  a Pack- 
age ; iL'hile  on  1 20,000  Hogsheads  of  Sugar,  de- 
posited and  removed  in  the  same  manner,  the  Loss 
by  Sampling,  Sweepings  and  Pillage,  must,  at  the 
present  price  of  Sugars,  average  at  least  12s.  per 
Hogshead. 

Upon  these  data,  the  estimate  of  the  aggregate 
Depredations  on  West-India  Produce,  exhibiting  the 
Loss  sustained  by  the  Revenue  and  the  Individuals, 
is  stated  in  the  following 

RECAPITULATION : 


Lighters  and  upon  the  Whar&.  Indeed  to  so  great  an  extent  has 
it  gone,  since  these  articles  have  advanced  so  exceedingly  in  their 
value,  as  to  render  a serious  inquiry  necessary. 

(c)  The  Plunder  of  Coffee  in  the  Warehouses  has  long  bees  fcH 
as  a most  serious  grievance.  The  injury  susuined  by  the  Import* 
and  the  Revenue  by  the  De|)rcdations  on  this  article  exceed  ciedi. 
bility. 
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RECAPITULATION:  ‘ : 

1st.  77  Ships  denomiaated  Gamtf  average  700!. 

• each  (J) 

2d,  f54  Ships  subject  to  excessive  Plunder,  250I.  each  38,500 
3d.  77  Ships  subject  to  an  inferior  ditto,  tool,  each-  ^,^oo 

4ih.  77  Ships  subject  to  slight  Plunder  ditto,  50I.  each  3,850' 
5th.  2,500  Lighters,  average  Plunder,  61.  each  Cargo  15,000 
6tb.  West  India  Goods  on  the  Quay,  235,000  Pack> 
ages,  average  Pillage,  estimated  at  2s.  per 


Package  23,500 

Dye  Woods : . . 2,550 

7th.  West- India  Goods  in  theWaiehouscs 

100,000  smaller  Packages,  at  3s.  15,000 


] 20,000  Hc^hcads  of  Sugar,  at  12s.  72,000 

87,000 

Estimated  Loss  to  the  Proprietors,  Ship-Owners, 
Ship-Masters,  Consignees,  and  the  Revenue,  on 
an  avetage  of  years  previous  to  1798  . . ;^.232,ooo 


Although  no  estimate,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  can  be  expected  to  ascertain  the 
precise  fact ; yet  to  those  who  have  beea  in  the  habit 
of  considering  this  particular  subject  with  a know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  Depreda- 
tions upon  West-India  property,  the  arrangement 
of  the  different  branches  of  this  System  uf  Pillage, 

(d)  Sopposinf  seven  Fleets  to  arrive  io  a year,  the  average  nom- 
ber  of  G«mt  Sti^t  to  each  does  not  exceed  £/rveg, 

I will 
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will  not  only  assist  the  judgment,  but  may  possibly 
produce  a conviction  in  the  mind  that  the  calcula> 
tions  are  not  over-strained. 

, In  an  importation  extending  to  upwards  of  Sevan 
Millions  sterling  a year,  and  comprising  at  least 
235,000  Casks  and  Packages  of  different  kinds,  de- 
livered from  the  Ships  and  conveyed  to  the  Ware- 
houses, through  the  medium,  agency,  and  inter- 
vention of  such  a multiude  of  individuals,  the  major 
part  bent  ypon  Pillage ; and  when  to  this  considera- 
tion is  added  the  ready  access  which  is  obtained  to 
this  species  of  Property,  and  the  ease  and  facility 
with  which  it  can  be  concealed  and  disposed  of — 
large  as  the  losses  appear  to  be  ; yet  when  measured 
by  the  scale- of  quantity  and  value,  and  the  risque 
attached  to  the  transit  of  this  immense  floating  Pro- 
perty, they  will  not  appear  to  be  over-rated. 

To  the  defalcation  of  Property  however,  which  has 
been  thus  detailed  and  explained,  must  be  added  the 
losses  which  arise  from  the  Stealing  of  Goods  ex- 
ported to  the  West-Iodia  Islands,  (e) — ^In  Ship- 

(r)  Among  the  numerous  instances  of  Dl|)redattons  on  outward- 
bound  Wcst-India  Cargoes,  one  has  been  stated,  upon  the  oath  of  the 
Inferroant,  to  have  happened  in  August  179$,  where  two  Tides, 
men  are  charged  with  having  seduced  the  Mate  of  a Ship  bound  to 
Jamaica,  to  break  open  two  Cases  of  Nankeens  and  Callicoes, 
which  was  done  with  the  assistance  of  a notorious  Receirer,  wife 
purchased,  at  a very  under  price,  200  whole  Pieces. — ^The  produce 
was-  equally  divided  among  four  persons  ooncemed  in  this  Felony. 
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mcnts' which  extend  to  nearly  Fout  Millions  sterling 
a year,  where  numerous  Packages  are  conveyed) 
through  such  a variety  of  points  of  danger^  to  above 
370  ditterent  Vessels ; it  is  not  to  be  supposed  from 
the  instances  which  have^already  been  stated  of  the 
Pillage  of  Dry  Goods,  and  other  Merchandise  in 
the  course  of  exportation,  that  a Commerce  so  cxr 
tended  can  escape  its  share  of  the  general  loss.  To 
what  extent  it  has  already  gone,  it  is  impossible  even 
to  hazard  a conjecture. — It  is  sufficiently  obvious, 
that  Spteros  luive  been  formed  by  Delinquents  hos- 
tile to  this  species  of  Property,  and  that  antidotes 
are  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  eradicating,  or  at 
least  checking  the  evil,  before  it  operates  as  a serious 
burden  upon  the  Trade. 

DEPREDATIONS 

. ON 

ALL  THE  OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  TRADE 

TO  AND  FROM  THE  PORT  OF’  LONDON. 


I.  British  Coj?tinental  Colonies  in  North 
America. 

This  Commerce  employed  68  Ships  in  the  year 
^nding  the  5th  of  January  1798,  and  its  Exports 
aud  Imports  amounted  to  1,638,1441.  kcriing,  viz. 

Imports  ....  290,894. 

Exports 1,347,250 

Total  . . ,C*t>638,i44  . 

i 2 ’ It 


Digitized  by  Google 


Il6 


nuATin  OK 


It  comprises  the  Tnule  carried  on  to  Hudson’s^ 
Bay  Nova- Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  St.  John’s 
Island,  Cape  Briton,  Newfoundland,  and  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada. — ^I'bc  articles  imported  arc  chiefly 
conHned  to  fine  Furs,  Skins,  'Peltry,  Fish,  Oil  and 
'Timher,  and  occasionally  some  Com. 

The  Furs,  particularly  in  the  Quebeek  Ships,  am 
known  to  have  been  an  object  of  Plunder  to  a con- 
siderable  extent. — ^Their  great  value  has  excited  the 
attention  of  those  classes  of  Delinquents  who  are 
generally  the  Purchasers. — It  is  a curious  circum> 
stance  that  among  the  Jews,  almost  the  only  Manu- 
facture which  is  carried  on  is  that  of  Fint  Hats.— 
The  materials  they  generally  purchase  at  a cheap 
rate,  and  some  of  them  arc  said  to  be  upon  the  watch 
when  the  Quebeek  and  Hudson’s  Bay  Ships  arrive, 
and  eager  in  their  solicitations  with  those  who  have 
access  to  obtain  this  species  of  Plunder. — A discovery 
was  made  in  17Q8,  of  Pillage  in  a Quebeek  Ship  to  the 
extent  of  400I.  in  Furs ; and  wherever  Lumpers  ’ 
are  introduced,  without  pnoper  controul,  it  cannot 
fail  to  be  extensive.  So. sensible  ha\’c  some  Ship- 
Owners  been  of  the  hazard  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  that  they  solicited  the  assistance  of  the 
Marine  Police,  and  trained  Constahles  have  guarded 
both  the  Ships  and  Lighters. — ^Thc  ready  means  of 
disposing  of  fne  Furs,  rcndci-s  this  article,  from  itt 
portable  nature  and  great  value,  extremely  subject 
to  Plunder,  and  although  it  is  not  possible  to  be 
accurate  as  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  losses  sus- 
tained in  this  branch  of  Commerce  by  Pillage,  yet 
1 * it 
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it  Is  to  be  considered,  that  Skins,  Corn,  Fi^i,  and  Qil, 
are  also  known  to  be  plundered  to  a great  extent ; and 
that  Tiinber,  unlikely  as  it  may  appear,  is  an  article 
upon' which  great  Depredations  are  committed.— »• 
The  Exports  to  the  British  Colonies,  (also  an  object 
of  Plunder,)  amount  to  l,347,250l.  a year — contain- 
ed  in  many  Packages,  and  exceedingly  exposed  dn 
their  transit  to  the  Ships,  and  afterwards.  (/)  Sp 
that  upon  the  whole  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to 
auppose,  that  the  annual  aggregate  Loss  to  the  Re- 
venue, and  the  Individuals,  by  Plunder  in  this  branch 
of  Trade  may  extend  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
• Ywr. 

II.  Apbican  Trade  : including  the  Cape  op 
Good  Hope. 

The  Commerce  of  Africa  is  limited  to  a few 
Ships — 11  entered,  and  24  cleared  out  fron  the 
Port  of  London,  in  the  year  cudiug  5th  January, 
1 7Q8. — ^The  value,  however,  of  Goods  exported  is 

(/)  When  it  is  considered  how  practicable  it  has  been  to  commit 
Robberies  on  Commercial  Property,  and  how  dilHcult  it  is  to 
detect  the  Culprits,  it  is  even  a matter  of  wonder  that  so  many 
specific  facts  have  come  to  light ; among  others  it  has  been  stated 
on  credible  authority,  and  upon  oath,  that  in  Match  179;,  the 
Mate  of  a vessel,  outward-bound  to  Newfoundland,  with  the  two 
Tidesmen  then  on  board,  stole  a large  Bale  of  Wodlen  Stockings, 
whidi  was  bought  and  landed  by  a notorious  Receiver,  and  the 
porchase-money  divided  among  the  three  Delinquents. 

considerable. 
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considerable.  With  respect  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope, (^) it  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  It  can 
only  be  said  to  employ  about  six  Ships.  The  ag- 
gregate Exports  and  Imports,  however,  to  and  from 
all  parts  of  Africa,  appearing  to  amount  to  more 
-than  Half  a Million  a year,  viz.  531,4461. — it  may, 
perhaps,  not  be  too  much  to  suppose  the  annual 
loss  by  Pillage  and  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue  and  In- 
dividuals in  this  branch  of  Trade,  surrounded  as  it 
is  in  common  with  others  by  criminal  Delinquents, 
may  amount  to  2,500l.  a year. 


III.  Southern  and  Northern  Whale  Fishery. 

This  Trade  employs  45  Ships  out  of  the  Port  pf 
London,  viz.  2Q  in  the  Southern,  and  l6  in  the 
Northern  or  Greenland  Fishery  ; the  Trade  is  con- 
fined solely  towhat  is  imported, which  consists  of  Blub- 
ber, Oil,  Whale  Fins,  and  some  Seal  Skins.  The  total 
value  is  stated  to  amount  to  314,83ll.  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  17Q8. — The  Oil  being 
a bulky  article,  is  of  course  confidcrably  expofed  in 
its  various  transits,  and  partaking  of  the  nature  of 

(f)  It  is  ascertained  on  ciedible  authority,  that  in  March  179S, 
a large  quantity  of  Lang  Pepper  was  stolen  from  a Ship  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  the  Mate  and  Officers  in  a Ship  from  Lis- 
bon,' which  then  lay  along  side,  assisted  by  a notorious  and  well- 
known  Receiver,  who'conveyed  it  on  shore.  The  whole  was 
handed  to  him  out  of  the  Cabin  Windows  of  the  Lisbon  Vessel, 
'where  it  had  been  previously  deposited,  and  concealed  until  dark. 
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Li<^uors,  with  respect  to  the  ease  with ’which  quan- 
.titics  can  be  drawn  off,  and  the  fiicility  with  which  it 
€an  be  sold,  it  may  possibly  not  be  too  much  to  sup- 
pose, that  2OOOI.  a year  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
loss  to  the  Revenue  and  Individual,  by  Pillage,  where 
the  scale  of  the  Trade  is  so  extensive^  and  where 
Exportation  forms  no  part  of  the  value. 


IV.  Trade  with  the  United  States  op 
America. 

The  Trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  em- 
ploys about  140  Ships,  all  of  which  are  Foreign. 
The  Imports  consist  of  Tobacco,  Rice,  Cotton,  In- 
digo, Corn,  Oil,  Skins,  Naval  Stores,  and  various 
West-India  productions  to  the  amount  of  1 ,5 1 7,386/. 
The  Exports  in  British  and  Foreign  Merchandise  are 
estimated  at  3, 898,864/.  for  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  January  1798. 

Tobacco  (A)  is  an  article  exceedingly  eoyeted  by 
the  Lower  Orders  of  the  People,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  excellent  Regulations  of  Governnient,  with 
respect  to  this  article,  the  detection  and  conviction 

(h)  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  a perspn  well  informed  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Pillage  of  Tobacco,  that  considerable  quantities 
are  tent  on  shenre  in  the  Officers’  Boxes.  The  pretence  made  use 
is,  that  the  Key  is  lost,  and  that  the  Box  is  tent  on  shore  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  a new  one  to  fit  it.  Consider<ible  Robberies  have 
hten  recently  detected  by  the  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police. 
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of  OfFendere  prove,  that  the  Pillage  is  still  very  coii- 
siderable,  and  indeed,  when  the  corrupt  conduct  of 
not  a few  of  the  Revenue  Officers  is  taken  into  coi#- 
eideration,  it  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose,  that  the 
practices  which  had  been  found  to  prevail,  in  so 
great  a degree,  on  board  of  West-India  Ships  (before 
an  antidote  was  applied)  extend  also  to  those  from  the 
American  States,  since  their  Cargoes  are  not  seldom 
composed  at  least  partly  of  Sugar,  Cof&e,  Cocoa,  and 
other  valuable  West-India  Produce,  as  well  as  the 
natural  Productions  of  these  States ; all  of  which 
being  of  a nature,  calculated  to  excite  the  attention 
of  River  Thieves,  must  consequently  suffer  in  com- 
mon with  other  branches  of  Trade ; nor  can  it  be 
. fairly  argued,  that  the  security  is  increased  by  the 
means  which  the  American  Traders  have  of  discharg- 
ing their  Vessels  with  their  Ships’  Crews,  since 
abundance  of  proofs  can  be  adduced,  arising  from 
actual  and  recent  detections  of  their  beihg  nearly 
as  eager  for  Plunder  as  the  Lumpers,  and  equally 
open  to  seduction  as  the  Mates  and  Crews  of 
the  British  Ships.  Indeed,  it  has  appeared  in 
several  instances  iijjudicial  Investigations,  that  the 
Plunder  of  American  Ships,  by  their  own  Crews, 
assisted,  no  doubt,  by  Revenue  Officers,  has  been 
very  excessive,  .especially  when  the  Cargoes  have 
been  composed  of  West-India  Articles. 

The  Copemea,  as  they  are  called,  or  in  other 
words,  the  Receivers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River, 
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*re  introdaced  through  the  med'ium  of  Game  Re- 
venue O^ers,  as  often  as  they  are  placed  on  board 
of  American  Ships,  who  have  even  found  means  to 
seduce  some  of  the  Captains  themselves  to  consent 
to  permit,  and  to  share  in  the  general  Pillage  whieh 
takes  place  by  means  of  such  Criminal  Confe- 
deracies* 

When  it  is  recollected,  that  to  the  same  Indivi- 
duals who  have  associated  with  Receivers  and  others, 
for  the  purpcKe  of  pillaging  the  homeward-bound 
Cargoes,  'the  Merchandise  exported  is  equally  open 
to  Depredation,  and  when  it  is  clearly  ascertained, 
that  Packages  have  been  opened  by  the  connivance 
of  Revenue  Officers,  and  either  wholly  emptied  of 
their  contents,  or  pieces  of  valuable  Muslins,  Silk, 
and  other  Goods  abstracted  ; and  when  in  addition 
ao  this,  oomplaintt  are  constantly  made  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  Goods  exported,  where  the  Furnishers  or 
the  Exporters  arc  subject  to  considerable  losses,  the 
extent  of  which  from  the  diffused  state  of  the  Com- 
merce, and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  car- 
ried on,  cannot  be  ascertained  ; it  is  not  unfair  to 
presume  (combining  the  losses  by  Pillage,  Embez- 
zlement ami  Frauds, (/)  on  the  whole  Imports  and 
Exports  frotn  the  Port  of  London  to  the  American 
States,  amounting  in  all  to  5,41 6,250/.  ster^ng,) 

(/)  Considerable  Frauds  on  the  Reveaue  hare  been  committed, 
by  landing  Tobacco  in  teduded  parti  of  the  JUver,  after  it  has 
been  shipped  for  Exportation, 

that 
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that  the  whole  loss  to  the  Revcnue'aod  the  Indivi- 
duals, may  amount,  on  so  extensiw  a scale  of  Com- 
merce, under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  have 
been  explained,  to  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds  a year  ! 

V.  Trade  to  and  from  the  Mediterranean- 
AND  Turkey. 

Notwithstanding  the  impediments  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  the  Trade  to  the  Mediterranean  and 
Turkey,  it  employed  72  Ships  and  Vessels  from  the 
Port  of  London,  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1798.  The  Imports  amounted  to  390,794/. 
and  the  Exjxirts  to  1 18,914/.— Both  together  exceed- 
ing Half  a Million  sterling. 

The  general  Warfare  on  every  species  of  Pro^ 
perQf,  which  moves  upon  the  River  Thames,  snb^ 
jects  Goods,  imported  from  the  Mediterranean,  to 
their  share  of  the  loss  arising  from  the  extended  Sys- 
tem of  Pillage,  which  prevails  both  in  the  Ships  and 
the  Lighters,  and  also  on  the  Quays  and  Landing- 
places.  During  the  transit  from  the  Ship’s  hold  to 
the  Warehouses  of  the  Importers,  the  Plunder,  on 
many  occasions,  is  very  considerable ; but  in  this 
particular  Trade  the  Pillage  of  the  outward-bound 
Cargoes  may  perhaps  be  even  more  extensive,  since 
East-India  and  other  Foreign  Articles  exported  to 
ihc  Streights  are  known  to  have  been  subject  to  very 
great  Depredations,  particularly  the  article  of  Pepper, 
which  is  said  to  have  gone  to  a length  scarcely  to  be 

credited, 
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credited.  A specific  instance  has  been  stated  to  the 

t 

Author,  upon’ which  he  can  fully  rely,  of  a Ship  out- 
ward bound  to  Leghorn,  where  excessive  Plunder 
took  place,  both  by  day  and  by  night. 

Upon  this  branch  of  Commerce,  therefore,  the 
evidence  of  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  Revenue  and 
the  Individuals,  seem  to  warrant  an  opinion,  that 
they  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  Seven  Thousand 
Pounds  a year  I {k) 

VI.  Tuade  with  Spaijt, 

To  the  enlightened  Policy  of  Government  are  wc 
indebted  for  the  very  considerable  Trade  which  is 
carried  on  between  the  Port  of  London  and  Spain, 
•as  well  as  other  Powers  with  whom  this  Country  is 
fat  present  at  War.  It  is  by  such  wise  arrangements, 
that  raw  Materials  are  procured  for  our  Manufac- 
tories, and  the  Produce  of  the  National  Industry  ex- 
ported even  to  the  Enemy. 

The  Exports  and  Imports  to  and  from  Spain  and 
•'the  Port  of  London,  approached  nearly  to  a Million 


H)  In  June  179 J,  according*!©  the  evidence  of. i person,  who  dis- 
closed many  Felonies  and  Frauds,  wliich  came  under  his  own  inspec- 
tion, the  Mate  and  Tidesman,  on  board  a V cssel  bc-end  to  Naples, 
in  conjunction  with  a Waterixtan,  a notorious  Pccriver,  unshipped  at 
much  Pepper  from  the  Cargo  as  produced  too/,  besides  a quantity  of 
printed  Goods  stolen  from  a Package  rm  bc.  rd.  An  average  Loss 
Was  made  of  the  whole  at  Naples,  including  some  damage  sustained 
by  the  Ship  on  the  Voyage;  and  the  Underwriters  were  saddled 
with  the  Loss. 

Sterling, 
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Sterling, (/)  for  the  ycsr  ending  the  5th  of  Janutirjr 
1798,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  Commercial  Arti- 
cles, which  compose  this  Trade,  joined  to  specific 
evidence  of  PilLnge,  there  are  strong  grounds  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  has  been  equal  at  least  to  other  branches. 
Spanish  Wool  has  been  stated  to  be  an  article  much 
subject  to  Depredation,  not  only  from  its  great  value 
rendering  it  desirable,  but  from  the  ease  with  which 
it  can  be  carried  on  shore  without  suspicion. 

It  has  appeared  in  evidence,  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
usual practice  with  Uevenue  Officers  to  fill  their 
Mattresses  with  fine  Spanish  Wool,  and  to  send  them 
on  shore  with  all  the  appearance  of  a regular  routine 
of  Duty  in  moving  from  one  Ship  to  another.  Ati 
Officer,  sinee  dismissed  for  getting  drunk,  received 
15/.  for  his  share  of  Plunder  obtained  in  this  way. 
It  may  be  naturally  supposed,  that  it  was  equally  pro- 
ductive to  tlie  others,  and  that  the  Ships’  Crews  and 
Labourers  shared  in  tlic  Booty. 

Brandies  also  have  suffered  by  the  operation  of  the 
Jigger,  and  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Skins,  and 
Bladders  with  Nozles,  furnished  by  the  Copemen  or 
Receivers,  who  are  ever  ready  to  offer  not  only 
their  own  assistance,  but  also  the  assistance  of  the 
instruments  they  provide,  for  the  purpose  of  cairying 
into  effect,  the  nefarious  designs  they  are  constantly 
forming  against  Commercial  Property. 

Taking  all  circumstances  i«uo  consideration,  it 
may  not  be  unfair  to  estimate  the  Frauds  and  De- 

(/)  Vide  Chapter  I.  page  37. 
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predatkmd,  on  the  Cargoes  of  1 21  Ships  in  this  Trade, 
including  Imports  and  Exports,  at  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  ammallj. 


VII., Trade  with  France  and  Austrian 
' Flanders. 

The  Trade  to  and  from  these  Countries,  notwith- 
standing the- War,  extended  in  Exports  toQ78,038/. 
and  Im|iorts  36,^79^  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January  I7g8.(w)  The  whole  is  somewhat  better 
than  a Million  sterling.  The  articles  exported 
chiefly  consisted  of  Tobacco,  and  East  and  West- 
India  Goods.  There  arc  strong  grounds  to  believe, 
that  the  Plurider,  especially  where  Game  Officers 
were  on  board,  must  have  been  considerable.  'Re- 
flecting on  the  nature  of  the  Articles,  and  the  value, 
it  may  not  be  too  much  upon  the  whole  to  esti- 
mate the  annual  Frauds  and  Plunder,  on  the  home- 
ward and  outward-bound  Cargoes  of  122  Ships  in 
this  Trade,  at  Ten  Thousand  Pounds. 

VIII.  Trade  with  Portugal. 

The  Imports  and  Exports  to  Portugal,  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1798>  amounted  to 
853,237/.  and  employed  180  Ships.  For  the  reasons 

(n)  Sc«  General  View,  page  22,  and  akopage  37. 

already 
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already  assigned,  the  Plunder  upon  the  outward 
ond  homeward-bound  Cargoes,  which,  in  point  of 
value  arc  nearly  equal,  may  be  estimated  at  8000/. 
a year. 


IX.  Trade  with  Hollaitd.  * ' 

Although  the  War  has  abridged  the  Trade  to 
the  United  Provinces  very  considerably,  yet  from 
the  wise  measures  of  State  which  have  been  pursued, 
it  employed  329  Ships,  and  amounts  to  2,211,360/. 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1798. 

The  Imports,  which  amounted  to  673,241/.  con- 
sisting of  Grain,  Seeds,  Dye-Stuffs,  Cheese  and 
other  Provisions,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles, have  been  subject  to  a good  deal  of  Plunder. 
While  the  Exports,  composed  of  Tobacco,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Sugar,  and  other  West-India  Goods,  for 
the  reasons  already  assigned,  could  not  fail  to  have 
suffered  in  an  equal  proportion ; Brandy  and  Gin 
in  particular,  have  been  alw'ays  subject  to  much  Pil- 
lage. An  instance  can  be  adduced  of  1000  Gallons 
of  Gin  having  been  plundered  in  the  course  of  a dis- 
charge from  a single  Ship ; so  that  it  may  reason- 
ably be  concluded,  that  the  aggregate  Frauds  and 
Plunder,  in  so  large  a value,  could  not  be  less  than 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds  p year. 


X.  Trade 
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X.  Trade  with  Geemant. 

The  situation  of  Holland  has  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  extend  the  Trade  chiefly  between 
Hamburgh  and  London,  which  had  risen  in  the  year 
ending  the  5 th  of  January  1798,  to  the  unexampled 
height  of  lOfiTltlTll.  Imports  and  Exports,  in 
which  Commerce,  63  British  and  1 7 2 Foreign  Ves- 
sels were , employed. 

The  Goods  imported  amounted  to  . . . /*.2,658,oii 

And  the  Exports  of  British  Manufacture  . . 1,621,14a 

■ 'a  he  Remainder  was  composed  of  East  and 

West-India  Goods,  &c 6,393,1 18 

Total  . . . /".1 0,672,271 

% 

• » 
Both  Imports  and  Exports,  but  particularly  the 

East  and  West  India  Produce,  have  been  proved  to 

have  been  subject  to  excessive  Pillage.  Instances 

have  been  stated,  of  the  Plunder  of  raw,  and  even 

refined  Sugars,  to  a very  great  extent,  together  with 

Coffee,  Cocoa,  Pimento,  and  other  articles, — an, 

abuse  and  defalcation  to  be  expected,  not  only  from 

the  vast  Exportation  that  took  place,  but  from  the 

rrouded  state  of  the  Wharfs,  and  the  hurry  and  con- 

, fusipn  which  attended  the  Exportations  in  the  whole 

of  their  progress,  from  the  Warehouses  to  the  Quays 

and  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the  holds  of  tH*« 

Ships,  in.  all  which  stages,  frorn  the  numerous  class 

of  Delinquents,  which  surrounded  this  Property,  (and 

6 which 
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which  indeed,  silrrounds  all  Commercial  Property  in 
its  various  transits,)  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  the 
Pillage  must  have  been  considerable,  and  it  appears 
from  a variety  of  facts,  that  in  some  instances  it  was 
carried  to  a very  great  extent,  both  with,  and  without 
the  connivance  of,  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers.  It 
would  seem  also,  that  their  mischievous  auxiliaries 
the  Receivers,  are  equally  alert  in  seducing  persons 
having  trusts  in  this  Trade,  as  in  that  of  the  East 
aneb  West-Indies.  Its  scale  is  now  become  so  im- 
mense, and  the  articles  which  compose  both  the 
homeward  and  outward  Cargoes  are  so  easily  dis- 
posed of,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered,  that  in  this 
extensive  branch  of  Trade  conspiracies  should  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  carr}  ing  on  systematic  De- 
predations, both  upon  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
the  Port,  which  are  the  more  easily  effected,  as  the  Ves- 
sels in  this  line  of  Commerce  have  never  been  attended 


to,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  East-Ipdia  and  Colonial 
Ships,  and  still,  although  the  resource  for  Plunder  has 
row  become  almost  as  great  as  in  West-India  Ships, 
they  arq  not  yet  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Po- 
lice.— ^That  Jiggers,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  Nozles, 
are  employed  in  drawing  off  large  quantities  of  Gin 
and  Brandy,  when  such  articles  compose  the  Car- 
goes, cannot  be  doubted,  while  every  other  article 
is  subject,  more  or  less,  to  the  influence  and  effect 
of  this  nefarious  System ; especially  since  the  vigi- 


lance 

.means 


of  the  Marine  Police,  in  shutting  out  all 
of  obtaining  Plunder  in  Wcst-India  Ships, 
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has'had  the  fefftct  to' increase  the  Depredations  in 
4he  Hamburgh,  and  other  Outward-bound  Vessels, 
with  West-India  Produce,  where  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, when  opporturfitrcs  do  not  offer  for  landing  the 
Pillage,  previous  to  the  Ship’s  leaving  the  Pool,  or  on 
the  way  down,  that  means  arc  found  of  carrying  it 
to  a [ilace  of  safety,  on  reaching  Gravesend.  , 

From  an  ihiportant  recent  investigation  it  appears, 
tTiat  .1100  pieces  of  Bandana  Handkerchiefs  and  six 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Captain,  and  Revenue  Officers,  landed,  from  a 
Vessel  bound  to  Embden,  in  April  1795. — In  May 
following,  1500  pieces  of  Bandanas  and  seven 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were  landed  from  another 
Vessel  bound  to  the  same  Port ; and  in  the  month 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  1200  pieces  of  Bandanas 
and  six  cases  of  Cards  were  unshipped,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  from  a Vessel 
bound  to  Hamburgh.  The  same  persons  broke 
open  a case  of  Hardware,  a part  of  the  Cargo,  and 
stole  1 50  silver-mounted  Snuff  Boxes. 

Considering  therefore,  the  magnitude  of  this  Trade, 
and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  carried 
on,  with  all  the  other  circumstances  tending  to 
increase  the  risque  of  Plunder,  which  has  been  al- 
ready detailed,  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that 
the  Depredations,  and  loss  of  Revenue,  upon  so 
extensive  a Property,  circulating  under  such  dis- 
advantageous circumstances  .without  Protection, 

. K and 
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and  inveloped  in  danger,  cannot  be  less  than 
Twenty -Jive  Thousand  Pounds  a year. 

XI.  Trade  with  Prussia. 

This  Trade  employed  608  Ships^  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  17Q8,  whereof  527  were 
Foreign,  and  81  British.  The  Imports  consist 
chiefly  of  Timber  from  Memel,  and  some  Corn, 
amounting  to  220,827/.  The  Exports  conast  of 
British  Merchandise  or  Maruifactures  ^^.58,330 
and  Colonial  and  East- India  Goods  153,320 


Total  . ,^.211,662 


Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  has  been  already  ob- 
served, that  even  the  unwieldy  article  of  Timber 
is  subject  to  considerable  Depredations.  A single 
Commercial  House  in  this  Trade  estimate  their  an- 
nual loss  by  Plunder  at  500/.  Vhich  is  found  to  be 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency 
which  is  discovered,  when  the  annual  Inventory  is 
taken.  Such  is  the  scale,  upon  which  this  immense 
Trade,  in  a coarse  article,  is  carried  on,  that  the  Pil- 
lage of  four  or  five  Logs  from  each  Cargo,  while  ex- 
posed in  Rafts  in  the  River,  would  amount  to  Ten 
Thousand  pounds  : but  upon  the  whole  Imports  and* 
Exports,  together  making  an  aggregate  of 432,4Q0/. 
although  it  is  known  that  many  of  the  West-Indiar 
2 Ardclcs^ 
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Articles,  which  form  the  chief  value  of  the  ship-  ' 
merits  from  the  Port  of  London,  are  much  exposed 
to  Depredation,  the  total  Loss  sustained  by  Frauds 
on  the  Revenue,  and  by  acts  of  Delinquency,  is 
estimated  only  at  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a year. 

X.  Trade  with  Poland. 

The  extent  of  this  Trade  depends  much  on  the 
demand  for  the  article  of  Grain.  In  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January,  1798,  it  employed  only  69 
Ships.  The  imports  consisting  chiefly  of  Corn  and 
Linens,  were  valued  at  ,^.207,477  ; while  the  exports 
only  amounted  to  ^^.35,468. — ^Total  ^.242,943. 

In  the  general  system  of  Pillage,  which  has  per- 
vaded the  River  Thames,  Grain,  of  all  kinds  has 
suffered  by  Depredations,  in  common  with  other 
articles ; not  only  by  the  numerous  Labourers  in  this 
branch,  who  are  known  to  have  carried  the  Fillage 
to  a great  extent,  but  also  by  River  Plunderers,  in 
general,  who  steal  Bags  of  this  article  from  Lighters, 
as  often  as  opportunities  occur. 

In  the  detail  of  Depredations,  recently  given 
by  a person,  who  disclosed  a variety  of  specific 
Acts  of  Pillage,  it  appears,  that  in  August,  1797,  a 
Vessel  arrived  in  the  River,  from  the  Eiast  Country 
with  Wheat.  The  Tide  Officers  are  charged  with 
having  seduced  the  Master  and  Mate,  W’ho  were 
foreigners,  in  consequence  of  which,  30  quarters  of 
Wheat  were  unshipped,  and  sold  at  20s.  to  a Re- 
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ceiver  at  Rothcrhithe,  while  the  remainder  sold  for 
3I.  The  produce  of  the  Qjrn  was  equally  divided 
between  the  Officers,  Master  and  Mate. 

The  aggregate  average  loss,  therefore,  by  Frauds 
and  Plunder,  on  Goods  imported  from,  and  exported 
to  Poland,  may  be  estimated  at  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  a Year. 

XI.  Trade  with  Sweden. 

The  importations  from  Sweden,  for  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January  17Q8,  amounted  to  ^^152,707 
And  the  exports  of  British  Manufactures  73,76(5 
And  Colonial  and  other  Foreign  Articles  Q5,528 

Total  . . /.322,001 

f , , 

The  importations  consist  chiefly  of  Iron  and  Deals, 
both  which  articles  are  subject  to  much  Plunder. 
The  Trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  in  Swedish  Ships, 
there  being  only  nine  British,  out  of  IO9,  employed. 
Considering  the  portable  nature  both  of  Deals  and 
Iron,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  applicable  to 
this  Trade,  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  estimate  the 
loss  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  Individuals,  at  4-300Q 
per  annum.  * 

XII.  Trade  with  Denmark  and  Norwat. 

The  importations  from  these  Countries  are  bulky, 
and  do  not  amount  to  a large  sum  : but  the  exporta- 
3 tions 
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tions  are  veiy  extensive ; for  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  January  17Q8,  they  stood  thus  : — 

Importations  in  8 British  and  194  F(»ieign  Ships  . ^^.94,83^ 
Exportations  in  British  Manulactures  ....  218,891 
. . . In  Foreign  or  Colonial  Articles  . . 492,191^ 

Total  . jC.805,903 

• • 

The  importations,  consisting  chiefly’  of  inferior 
Timber,  Deals  and  Naval  Stores,  are  in  the  same' 
situation  with  similar  articles  with  respect  to  Plunder ; 
and  the  Goodsexported,  areequally  exposed  to P'rauds^ 
though,  perhaps,  not  so  much  to  Depredations. — ■' 
Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  Trade,  the  losses  to  the  Revenue*4nd  Indivi- 
duals, may  be  estimated  at  about  FifOe  ' Thousoad 
Founds  a year.  1 . 


XIII.  Tbade  with  Russia. 

..  ...  ' • . Av 

The  Trade  to  and  from  Russia,  has  been  rapidly 
increasing,  and  is  now  verj’  extensive.  In  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  17g»,  it  employed  225 
British  and  five  *Foreign  Vessels  ; 


The  Imports,  consisting  of  Linens,  Hemp,"! 

TaHow,  Iron,  Deals, &c.  5cc.  amountedtd^ 

The  Exports  in  British  Manuf»:t<|rc6  ■.  >.<’.!  I78>303 

. . . in  Foreign  Articles,  chieflyl 

Colonial, produce  . 

• * 'Total  2,01 7, 22$ 


The 
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The  importations  from  Rus«a,  have  been  certainly 
subject  to  much  Plunder  ; particularly  Hemp,  Tal- 
low, and  Iron,  of  which,  abundance  of  proofs  have 
been  adduced,  not  only  in  this  Work  ; but  also  in 
various  judicial  proceedings  against  Offenders.  In 
the  exports  too,  there  is  considerable  Pillage  in  con- 
sequence of  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  Lumpers, 
to  assist  in  taking  in  the  Cargoes,  and  to  the  crimi- 
nal agency  of  Revenue  and  Ships’  Officers.  The 
extent  of  the  whole  loss  to  the  Revenue  and  the  In- 
dividual, may  be  equal  to  20,000l.  a year. 

XIV.  Team  with  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alderney, 
AND  Isle  op  Man. 

The  importations  from  these  Islands,  consist 
chiefly  of  Brandy,  Geneva  and  Wines,  &c.  For 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1798,  the  Trade 
stood  thus. 

Amount  of  Importations  in  42  British  and  7 
4 Foreign  Vtecls  . . .3 

'Exportations  in  British  Manufactures  ....  20,659 
. . . in  Colonial  and  other  Articles  . . . 62,62a 

9 

Total  . . /.3o2,iy8 

From  the  nature  of  the  importations  : — ^flom  the 
habit  of  many  of  the  persons  who  navigate  these 
^ Vessels ; and  from  their  connection,  with  various 
-classes  of  people,  hostile  to  the  interest  qf  the  Re- 
Venue,  and  to  the 'security  of  Commercial  Property, 
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there  are  strong  grounds  to  suspect,  that  there  must 
be  considerable  Pillage  of  Liquors  previous  to  the 
discharge. 

In  July  1797>  (according  to  the  information  of  a 
person  upon  oath,  taken  in  consequence  of  a judicial 
inquiry,)  a Vessel  arrived  in  the  River  from  Guernsey, 
laden  with  Brandy.  Five  Revenue  Officers  were 
placed  on  board  of  her,  who,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mate,  concerted  a plan  for  the  purpose  of  plun- 
dering the  Cargo.  In  one  night  they  drew  off  SO 
skins  full ; but  they  were  detected  in  the  fact  by 
the  acting  Surveyor,  who  seized  the  whole. 

The  circumstance,  howet'er,  of  their  discharging 
at  the  Wharfs,  may  possibly  prevent  much  of  the 
Plunder  which  might  otherwise  take  place ; and 
therefore,  the  extent  of  the  loss  to  the  Revenue  and 
the  Individual,  is  estimated  at  2000l.  a year. 


XV.  Trade  with  Ireland. 

This  Trade  employed  273  British  and  three  Iri^ 
Vessels,  including  their  repeated  Voyages,  for  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  January  17Q8* 


The  Imports  in  that  year  amounted  to  . . . 

And  the  Exports  in  British  ) ^^.213,958 
Manufacturca  ....■*,  , ,,i» 

, inEastIndia>  i , 

and  Colonial  Goods, &c.  &c.  ^ 


> ) ' . I . 
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The  Importations  from  Ireland,  consist  chiefly  of 
Bales  and  Boxes  of  Linens;  also  Provisions,  com- 
prising Beef  and  Pork,  contained  in  a great  number 
of  Tierces  and  Barrels,  qnd  a vast  9umbcr  of  Cufr, 
Tubs  and  Firkins  ol  But  ter  ^ to  which  may  be  added 
Ruw  ITuUi,  and  a few  other  Articlesj 

Above  two-thirds  of  the  Exporis  arc  composed  of 
Sugar,  Kum,  Tobacco,  and  other  \\  cst-India  atid 
American  Articles ; and  Teas,  Spices,  and  East- 
India  Goods : — the  remaining  one-third  is  com- 
posed of  British  Manufactures. 

Both  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Ireland,  from  tho 
very  great  number  of  Packages  ; — their  portable 
luture,  and  the  ready  means  of  obtaining.  |)u/‘<diascra 
for  whatever  is  stolen,  roust  share  the  fate  of  other 
Commercial  Articles,  while  surrounded  by  so,  ipuph 
danger : and  in  the  tmnslt  of  such  a variety  of 
Packages,  where  the  aggregate  value  appears  to  ex- 
ceed Two  Millions  qnef  a |Ialf,  ioi  th^  course  of  a 
year,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  siipi^osc,  that 
the  Frauds  and  Pillage  may  amount  to  Vive  Thou- 
sand  Founds  a year  : — csj)ccially  when  it  is  consider- 
ed, that  upon  such  an  extensive  Seale  of  Commerce, 
in  so  many  hands,  an  apparently  inconsiderable  Pil- 
lage, which  <4  the  iijomfcnt  scarcely  attracts  notice, 
or  is  perhaps,  not  discovered  at  all,  amounts  in  ita 
total  to  a veryi  large  sum^' 
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XVI.  Tbade  with  the  Out-Ports  op  Great. 
Britain;  denominated  the  Coasting  Trade. 

The  Commcrco  carried  on  between  the  River 
Thames  and  the  Out-Ports,  is  extremely  Extensive, 
it  employs  the  following  Vessels,  viz, 

VesSqls.  Voyagol 

a Year. 

To  6o  Poits  in  Englaod  4.96  who  maka  • 5692 

To  7 Ports  in  Wales  ja  , ditto  , . 124 

To  15  Ports  it)  Scotland  97  ditto  . . 684, 

Total  Sa  625  («}65C0' 

The  aggregate  of  these  repeated  Voyages,  at  the 
average  of  86  Tons  to  each  Vessel,  amounts  to 
560,000  Tons,  and  the  Merchandise,  &C.  which  is 
Imported  and  Exported,(«)  is  estimated  as  follows, 
viz. 


Impacts  6500  Voyages  ’ . . . ...  £.4^,100,000 

Exports  ditto 2,500,000- 


Total  . 6,600,000 

As  however  no  aid  is  derived  in  this  instance  from 
the  RpKeoue  calculations,  th<t  amount  which  is  now 
stated,  is. estimated. upon  a general  view  of  the  Tonr 
nage,  and  an  examination  of  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  Articles  imported  and  exported. — In  both  in- 
is) See  pages  loaod  ii,  detailing  the  Coasting  Trade  between 
London  and  all  the  Ports  in  Great  Britain. 

(0)  Vide  General  View  of  the  Trade,  pges  22,  23. 

stances. 
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much  valuable  Merchandise  is  conveyed  i 
Coestwisic,  and  a considerable  proportion  of  the  Grain  j 
and  Malt  consumed  in  the  Metropolis,  is  conveyed  j 
in  these  Vessels.(/>)  Under  such  circumstances  the  j 
calculation  of  the  aggregate  value  will  probably  be  | 
considered  as  not  over-strained  ; for,  although  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  possible,  without  ofBcial  documents,  to  | 
ascertain  tbeaniountcven  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  , 
it  is  clear  to  demonstration,  that  it  must  be  'mtmatse  ; 
and  equally  obvious  that  from  the  nature  of  many  of 
the  Articles,  the  Pillage  must  also  be  very  extensive, 
even  wnthout  asccruining  precisely  whether  any  loss 
has  been  sustained  or  not.  | 

CoBN. — ^Thc  article  of  Grain,  in  particular,  has 
been  proved  in  numerous  instances  to  be  subject  to 
excessive  Plunder.  The  system  of  and  the 

assumed  perquisite  of  .Sweepings,  have  tended  in  an 
eminent  degree  to  generate  this  Pillage  and  to  pro- 
mote its  increase.  Almost  every  Labourer  in  the 
Com  Vessels  and  Craft,  considers  himself  intitled  to  a 
certain  quantity  under  the  pretence  of  Sweepings, 
or  old  Samples.  The  apparent  trifle  each  obtains 
thus  unlawfully,  although  not  missed  or  accounted 
for,  but  attributed  to  shrinkage  or  mistakes  originally 
in  the  measurements,  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to  a 
large  value  in  the  course  of  a year. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  Corn  Porters  have 

(f)  The  Gnin,  Malt  and  Flour  alone,  uhich  arrives  Coastwise 
in  the  Rivti  Thamrs,  even  in  cheap  yean,  must  amount  to  nearly 
Three  Miiliont  . . ... 
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thcmseWes  become  considerable  Dealers,  by  con- 
fining their  purchases  principally  to  the  Pillage  of 
thW  associates  ; and  men  who  have  long  supported 
the  best  character  in  the  opinion  of  their  masters, 
have  been  detected  in  these  practices. 

The  barrier  of  moral  rectitude  once  broken  down, 
the  mind  becomes  reconciled  by  degrees  to  locJc. 
even  with  satisfaction  on  actions  that  gratify  their 
avarice,  which  at  flrft  they  could  not  have  endured. 
The  want  of  an  adequate  Police  upon  the  River, 
calculated  to  compass  all  objects,  has  tended  greatly 
to  the  increase  of  the  depredations  upon  Corn,  and 
the  security  which  offenders  of  all  descriptions 
have  experienced,  has  produced  In  this,  as  well  as 
, every  other  article,  a rapid  increase  of  crimes. 

The  transition- from  innocence  to  acts  of  turpi- 
tude, where  great  temptations  are  in  the  way  of 
men  in  needy  circumstances,  is  easy  and  obvious. — 
An  indulgent  Master,  at  first,  grants  the  privilege  of 
a few  samples  or  a trifling  quantity  of  foul  Com,  on  the 
solicitation  of  an  industrious  servant,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  feeding  a pig,  or  a few  poultry.  The  request  is 
again  repeated  with  equal  success.  The  stock  of 
poultry  or  pigs  is  increased,  and  additional  quantities 
of  grain  become  necessary.  The  indulgence  of  the 
Master  in  a few  instances,  is,  at  length,  construed 
into  a ranction  to  appropriate  Sweepings  of  foul 
Grain.  These  Sweepings  are  presently  increased  by 
previous  concert  among  the  Labonren.  Corn 
becomes  foul,  which  might  have  been  preserved  In 

a clean 
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a clean  stid  Merchantablt  state,  because  the  covet*' 
OU8  disposition  of  the  Labourers  has  increased. 
At  length*  they  become  Dealers  in  a little  way,  and 
tinir  Customers  must  be  supplied.  The  habit  of 
abstracting  a little,  reconciles  the  mind  by  degrees 
to  larger  quantities ; till,  at  length,  superior  Grain  is 
pillaged  to  a coustderablc  extent  under  circiunstances 
uhcrc  discoveries  become  extremely  diriicuU,  and 
where  the  Trade  .is  conducted  on  a large  scale, 
not  the  least  suspicion  is  entertained,  that  any 
thing  is  going  forward,  until,  perhaps,  a La- 
liuurcr,  who  bad  hcrctoi'ore  been  considered  as  a 
faithful  servant,  is,  to  the  astonishment  of  bis 
IMaater,  discovered  to  be  a great  Receiver,  and  a' 
considerable  Dealer.  These  observations  arc  founded 
on  occqrrcnces  which  have  come  under  the  cogni- 
zoitce  of  Magistrates,  who  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
p(,'OCtrate.  into  the  nature  and  causes  of  an  efrif, 
wbicJ),  if'  not  speedily . checked,  will  rise  to  an 
alarming  and  pernicious  height. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  mode  practised  in  commit- 
tlpgdcprcdations  on  iheOwn  Trade.  Grain  is  frequent- 
ly open  while  in  Craft  to  the  ravages  of  River  Pirates 
and  Night  Plunderers.  The  portable  nature  of  the 
Sack-S  3Pd  case.tvith  which  they  can  frequently 
be  removed  from  the  G)rn-Barge  to  Boats  employed 
by  River  Thieves,  joined  to  the  fiicilitics  affordod' 
by,  nun^ous  Receivers,  contribute  in.  no  smaU^ 
tlcgrcc  to  the  incr.c8‘^c.of  this  evil. 

, Iq  iuUitiup,.  howQMcc,  to  the  aciicJe  of  Com, 

....  doubt 
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doubt  can  be  entertained,  since  the  mor«l 'principle 
has  become  so  exceedingly  relaxed  among  all  classes 
of  Aquatic  Labourers,  that  the  pillage  in  other 
articles  convejied  Q>astwise,  must  be  very  consider- 
able during  the  operation  of  Landing,  Removing, 
and  Depositing  the  immense  number  of  articles 
which  are  imported,  and  the  Cartage  and  Shipping 
of  a great  variety,  often  of  valuable  Goods,  which 
are  exported.  ' . ■ ' • • 

Whatever  check  honest  Revenue  Officers  may 
have  on  Depredations,  this  cannot  apply  to  the 
Coasting  Trade : which,  therefore,  affords  a freer 
scope  to  those  who  have  the  opportunity  to  pillage 
/ and  onbezzie  Cargoes. 

Considering  then  all  the  circnmstances  of  this 
case — the  incredible  number  of  Aquatic  'Carriers— 
the  evil  examples  before  them — the  immense  value 
of  property  in  transit ; and  the  various  opportuni- 
ties which  occur,  to  commit  depredations  without 
the  risque  of  detection— tbe  aggregate  v'alue  of  the 
plunder  on  the  Coasting  Trade,  may  be  estimated  at 
Twentj  Thousand  Pounds  a year. 

XVII.  Coal  Trade  to  the  Port  of  London. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  Coal  Trade 
employs  on  an  average  about  4 18  Ships  and  Vessels, 
which  make  8,676  voyages  in  tbe  course  of  a year.” 
*<Tbat  about a,liQ6  Coal  Baines,  averaging  33  Tons, 
are  employed  in  the  discharge  of  these  Vessels, 
making  an  aggregate^qf  7 L903  Tons.”  , That  each 

Collier, 
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Collier,  on  an  average,  requires  about  13  Barges. 
That  ],I70  of  these  Craft  are  frequently  laden  with 
Coals  at  one  time,  while  nearly  as  many  arc  used  as 
Floating  Warehouses,  above  and  below  Bridge, 
waiting  the  calls  of  the  Consumers,  who  require  a 
monthly  supply  of  300  Cargoes  of  220  Chaldrons 
each.”  That  the  monthly  supply,  being,  therefore, 

66.000  Chaldrons,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  about 

60.000  Chaldrons,  (with  the  exception  of  times  of 
•carcity  as  at  present,)  remain  exposed  to  depreda- 
tions on  the  River  all  the  year  round,  (p)  Indeed, 
it  has  clearly  been  ascertained,  that  the  plunder  of 
Coals  is  excessive,  and  committed  in  N-arious  ways.— 
First,  in  the  Ships  during  the  discharge,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Coal-heavers,  where  the  property 
of  the  Owners,  and  the  Public  Revenue,  suffer 
very  considerably : sometimes  by  the  connivance, 
and  even  (as  has  appeared  in  evidence,)  the  consent 
of  the  Masters  and  Mates  of  Colliers,  in  order  to 
procure  the  advantage  of  additional  labour,  whiclx 
ought  to  have  been  paid  for  in  money ; but,  more 
iicquentiy,  from  the  thieving  disposition  and  auda- 
cious conduct  of  the  Coal-heavers,  who  being  more 
powerful  than  the  Ship’s  Crew,  have  been  accustomed 
an  many  instances,  to  remove  such  Coals  as  remained 
on  Deck  by  force : Nay,  to  such  a height  had 
these  ne&rious  practices  gone,  previous  to  the  cstab- 
Bshment  of  the  Marine  Police,  that  a kind  of 

Vide  Gyipter  !•  pages  z6  and  37. 
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Public  Market  was  held  at  Execution  Dock,  for  the 
Sale  of  Coals  obtained  in  this  way. 

The  mischievous  privilege  granted  to  the  Meter, 
and  the  Meter’s  man,  of  a certain  quantity  of  Coals 
for  their  private  use,  while  it  robs  the  Proprietor  and 
the  Revenue  (y)  of  a considerable  sum  of  money 
annually,  (r)  establishes  a precedent,  which  is  preg- 
nant with  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  as  it  fur- 
nishes an  excuse  for  .the  like  illegal  indulgence  to 
the  Coal-heavers,  and  generates  that  disposition  to 
pilfer,  which  has  been  found  to  be  so  predominant 

/Vr  LoitJm 

(f)  The  average  cost  of  Coals  free  on  Board  i 

at  Newcastle,  is  averaged  at  . . . .j^*°**  ^ 
The  Freight  to  London,  Light  Money  and  Charges  1 q ^ 

taken  on  an  average ) 

The  Duty,  9s.  per  Chaldron ; Charges  of  Entry,  1 

3d.  per  Chaldrcn.* J ®93 

The  cxpence  of  the  Delivery  into  Lighters,  inclu-"j 

ding  Metage,  3d.  Coal-heavers,  is.  6d.  C o z 1 
Factors’  Commission,  4d.  per  Chaldron  . J 

The  Lighterage 014. 

The  cxpence  from  the  Lightas  to  the  House  ...  049 

Total  . 206 

(r)  Supposing  the  Meters  and  Meters*  men,  (about  90  in  num- 
ber,) to  receive  only  5 Bushels  each,  as  their  privilege  in  every 
Cargo,  on  an  average,  the  whole  would  amount  to  i,ozo  Chalinm. 

Lots  to  the  Proprietors,  at  least  zos.  7 r 

per  Chaldron,  including  freight  3 ° ? 

Lott  to  the  Reveaue,  9s.  per  Chaldron  . . . 4^9  o o 

Total  . . /.  t,479  o o 

* The  Total  Revenue  paid  for  Coals  by  the  consumers  in  the 
Metropolis  ii  above  .3^,000  a year. 

among 
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among  this  very  depraved,  but  useful,  and  frequently 
ill-used  class  of  men;  whbse  earnings,  if  they  were 
provident,  and  a strict  line  of  rectitude  were  pursued 
by  all  their  Employers,  might  speedily  place  them  in 
very  independent  situations;  since  it  appears,  that 
their  labour,  which  is  tolerably  constant,  produces 
from  7s.  to  1 8s.  a day,  and  some  few  instances  have 
occurred,  of  its  extending  even  to  27s.  for  the 
labour  of  fourteen  hours.  , 

Notwithstanding  these  apparent  large  earnings  of 
Coal-heavers,  it  is  a curious  and  interesting  fact, 
that  a very  considerable  proportion  of  these  hard- 
working mon,  even  since  the  late  advance  of  the 
price  of  their  labour,  do  not  on  the  average  of  the 
year,  carry  home  more  than  15s.  a week  for  the 
support  of  their  families.  The  Coal  Undertakers, 
about  eighteen  in  number,  who  are  their  employers, 
are  either  themselves  Publicans,  or  depute  persons 
who  keep  'Ale-houses  to  act  for  them ; for  which 
labour,  instead  of  paying  money,  they  generally 
receive  a premium. 

The  Coal-heavers,  (in  number  about  800,)  are 
of  course,  wholly  in  the  power  of  about  twenty-four 
Publicans,  who  (with  the  exception  of  a very  few 
of  the  more  reputable  ones,)  prefer  those  who  drink 
most  liquor ; and  it  is  calculated,  that  they  consume 
in  Porter  and  Gin  more  than  one-third  part  of  their 
earnings. — Not  alwrfys  from  choice  but  necessity ; 
since,  if  the  liquor  which  is  sent  them  is  refused, 
which  is  generally  to  the  amount  of  I2s.  per  man 
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for  each  Ship,  they  lose  the  favour  erf"  thdr  Employer, 
and  the  preference  which  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
give  them  ; and  also,  the  subsistence-money  of  5s. 
a week,  advanced  them  as  a temporary  loan,  for 
maintenance  when  out  of  employment.  Under  such 
circumstances,  they  are  completely  in  the  power  of 
the  Coal  Undertakers,  who  also,  besides  the  12s.  a 
Ship  foe  Gin,  Porter,  &c.  demand  and  receive, 
(according  to  the  infbrnMtion  which  they  themselves 
have  stated  to  the  Author,)  One  Shilling  and  Four- 
Pence  from  each  man  in  every  Ship  discharged,  in 
name  of  Commission.  Assuming  this  fact  to  bo 
true,  it  will  appear  from  the  following  calculation, 
that  these  poor  people  are  very  hardly  dealt  with:— 

1.  Supposing  3,676  Cargoes  to  requite  on  an 
average  10  men  each,  paying  is.  4d. 

Commission  to  the  Coal  Undertakers  who 
employ  them,  or  13s.  4d.  each  Ship;  the 

agregate  sum  thus  paid  in  a year  by  the  s.  d. 

• body  of  the  Coal-heavers,  is  ...  . 2,450  13  4 

2.  Supposing  3,676  Cargoes  discharged  by 
10  men  each,  who  shall  have  12s.  in 
liqtior,  consisting  of  Gin  and  Porter,  &c. 
sent  them  whetiiei  required  or  not,  being 
equal  to  61.  each  Cargo ; the  aggregate 
taken  out  of  the  labour  for  subsistence 

while  at  work,  is 02,056  p o 

Total  . . 24,506  13  4 

Being  more  than  j^.ZO  a year,  on  an  average,  frouv 
each  Coal-heaver. 

L And, 
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And,  supposing  the  twenty-four  Publicans  to 

gain  25  ptr  Ctnt.  on  their  Liquors,  &c.  £.  z.  d, 

their  profit  will  amount  to 6,126  13  4 

To  which,  add  the  Commission  before  men- 
tioueJ 2,450  13  4 


Total  estimated  profit  . . 5^-8,577  6 8 


It  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  under 
what  authority  a Commission  of  13s.  4d.  each  Ship, 
on  an  average,  is  wrested  from  these  poor  ignorant 
people  ; and  how  far  Publicans  ought  to  prescribe 
rules,  by  which  men  shall  be  compelled  to  besot 
themselves  with  an  immoderate  and  unnecessary 
portion  of  strong  Liquors,  while  their  wives  and 
children  at  home  are  often  in  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

But,  (to  return  from  this  digression,)  the  chief 
pillage  of  Coals  has  been  from  the  Barges  which  lie 
exposed  in  every  part  of  the  River  from  Limehouse- 
hole  to  Westminster-bridge.  Estimating  13  Barges 
to  each  Cargo,  it  follows  that  47,788  loads,  must  be 
exposed  in  the  course  of  a year,  to  River- Pirates^ 
Night-Plunderers,  Lightermen,  Bargemen,  li'ater- 
mcTi,  Bumhoatmen,  and  Peter- Boatmen ; many  of 
whom  were  accustomed  to  supply  their  wants  from 
these  Barges,  while  others  followed  the  trade  of 
stealing  for  the  purposes  of  sale  : and  instances  have 
occurred,  of  River-Pirates  and  others,  • having  cut 
Coal  Barges  a-drift,  and  conveying  them  without 
challenge  or  suspicion,  up  and  down  the  River 

according 

2 


Digitized  by  Google 


RITES  POLICE. 


147 


according  to  the  plan  ■ settled  by  the  Receiver^ 
who  had  Carts  ready  at  a convenient  landing-place, 
where  the  whole  have  been  carried  away,  while  the 
empty  Craft  was  not  heard  of  for  some  days,  until 
picked  up  drifting  with  the  tide  in  the  Rivet. 

It  has  not  been  customary  for  those  who  require 
Fires  in  Winter,  while  navigating  Craft  in  the  River, 
to  purchase  Coals  for  the  purpose  of  fuel.  When  in 
want,  they  have  generally  supplied  themselves  out  of 
the  first  convenient  Barge  that  happened  to  be  ao 
ccssible. 

In  this  course  of  Systematic  Depredation,  the  loss 
has  been  sustained  by  the  purchasers,  wherever  Coals 
are  bought  by  what  is  called  the  Room.  In  all  other 
cases  the  injury  falls  on  the  Coal  Merchants,  who 
have  suffered  severe  and  heavy  losses  annually, 
which  nothing  but  an  energetic  Police  pervading  the 
whole  River  can  prevent ; and  it  is  presumed,  that 
the  same  expence ' which  they  incur  by  the  employ- 
ment of  very  inefficient  Watchmen,  amounts  at  pre- 
sent to  more  than 'their  proportion  of  a competent 
Police  Fund.  t 

On  a supposition  j that  out  of  each  of  the  Cargoes 
of  the  47,788  Coal  :^rgcs  exposed  to  Depredation, 
in  the  course  of  a jfcar,  only  six  bushels  on  an  aver- 
age are  purloined,  the  aggregate  would  amount  to 
7,965  Chaldrons,  which,  when  added  to  the  Plunder 
and  unlawful  allowances  in  the  Coal  Ships,  seem»  to 
warrant  an  opinion,  that  the  annual  defalcation  can- 
Bot  amount  to  less  than  'Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  a 
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year.  In  the  opinion  however  of  some  intelligent 
persons  in  the  Trade,  the  aggregate  Pillage  amounts 
to  double  this  estimate. 

XVIII.  Depredations  on  the  CaRgoRs  oe  Prize- 
Vessels  IN  THE  Poet  op  London. 

In  addition  to  these  detailed  estimates  of  Robberies 
and  Pillage,  committed  on  specific  branches  of  Gam- 
roerce,  is  to  be  added  the  excessive  Plunder  which 
has  been  found  to  prevail  in  almost  all  Cases  where 
Prize  Vessels  are  bitnight  into  Port.  No  estimate  is 
made  of  the  extent  of  this  Plunder,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  no  vessels  appearing  upon  the  Revenue  Re- 
turns of  the  particular  year,  which  has  been  selected  as 
the  ground  work  of  this  inquiry.  It  is,  however,  certain 
that  this  species  of  Property  is  immediately  marked 
out  as  an  object  of  Depredation,  not  only  by  the 
general  herd  of  Plunderers  upon  the  River,  but  also 
by  those  of  a class  not  so  much  to  be  suspected,  in 
which  is  to  be  included,  not  seldom  the  Prize-master 
and  the  Grew  of  the  Vessel,  and  also  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect  the  Property. 

An  inquiry  which  has  been  recently  instituted 
.into  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue,  has  developed  a 
scene  of  vilkiiny  carried  on  to  a great  extent  on  board 
of  two  of  the  Dutch  Prizes  in  particular,  which  were 
discharged  at  Biackwall,  in  January  and  April 
.The  infonnation  upon  Oath  states,  that  the  Prize- 
Master,  six  Revenue  Officers,  and  a noted  Recei- 
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ver,  entered  into  a conspiracy  to  Plunder  the  Cargo, 
of  the  first  mentioned  Vessel,  which  was  effected  to, 
a great  extent,  although  several  English  Elast-India- 
incn,  and  the  Revenue  Gallies  were  along  side.  * 

From  the  other  Ship,  specific  mention  is  made  of- 
six  whole  Bales  of  Cinamon,  four  Bales  of  Callico, 
and  two  large  Bales  of  Handkerchiefs,  which  arc 
stated  to  have  been  plundered  in  the  night  by  means 
of  false  Keys.  The  same  information  states,  that, 
the  Lumpers  gave  douceurs  to  the  Officers  for 
permission  to  plunder  the  Pepper  on  board,  whicli 
was  carried  offi  in  large  quantities ; insomuch  tha( 
two  Tons  of  this  Article,  were  seen  at  one  time  in 
a bouse  at  Blackwall,  which  had  been  landed  ■ by 
the  Lumpers  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days.  U 
was  afterwards  conveyetl  safe  to  Town, in  a Butcher’s 
Market-Cart.  The  Officers  arc  stated  to  have 
shared  lOOl.  each. 

In  cases  where  adventitious  we^ltJb  is  thus  obtained^ 
k is  astonishing  with  what  facility  the  moral  princi- 
ple becomes  relaxed,  and  with  w'hat  ease  the  human 
pnind  is  suddenly  reconciled  to  acts  of  spoliation  and 
waste.  While  those  in  iminediute  trust  exhibit  evil 
examples,  and  expose  themselves  to  observation  and 
discovery,  a continuation  of  tlic  same  System  of  Pil- 
lage is  libffcml  in  others  as  the  price  of  conceal- 
ment. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  one-fifth  part  or 
more  of  a Prize. Cargo,  has  been  embezzled,  wasted, 
and  rifled  by  men  acting  under  these  impulses ; 
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while  Others  availing  themselves  of  the  security  crea- 
ted by  having  their  employers  in  their  power,  have 
gone  lengths  which  exceed  all  credibility. 


XIX.  Depredations  on  the  Public  Stores  in 
THE  River  Thames  and  Medway. 


Nor  have  the  Stores  belonging  to  His  Majesty 
escaped  Peculation,  Embezzlement  and  Plunder,  in 
many  instances,  under  similar  impulses  arising  from 
impressions  that  the  Clandestine  possession  of  Public 
Property  injures  nobody  P 

Avarice  goads  the  mind  frequently  to  acts  in  a 
moral  point  of  view  the  most  atrocious,  while  habit 
and  example  sanction  Fraud  and  Dishonesty  in 
transactions  where  the  Property  of  the  State  is  only 
to  be  affected. 


Hence  it  is,  that  the  Public  Stores  deposited  in 
the  Naval  and  Military  Arsenals,  and  floatingin  Ships 
and  Vessels  on  the  River  Thames,  have  been  subject 
to  such  extensive  Depredations.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  clyef  part  of  the  culprits  are  so  effectually 
guarded  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  Detection, 
while  hopes  are  entertained  that  they  arc  of  late 
considerably  diminished,  at  least,  since  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Police  has  operated  in  developing  and 
exposing  the  general  System  of  Delinquency  which 
prevailed. 

• Yet  it  is  still  ^ be  lameiUed^  that  much  remains,  to 


: be  dope,  to  ph^ck  and  keep  down  this  hydra-j^ded 
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evil ; for  the  various  Detections  of  the  newly  esta- 
blished Marine  Police  on  the  River  Thames,  joined 
to  the  numerous  Criminal  Trials  in  the  different 
Courts  of  Justice,  prove  incontestibly  that  the  mischief 
extends  very  far ; and  so  completely  are  the  Chief  Of- 
ficers, who  so  worthily  preside  over  these  Departments, 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  applying  an  antidote, 
that  their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  framing 
of  such  apposite  Legislative  Regulations  as  shall 
operate  as  a remedy. (j) 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  actual  extent  in 
pointof  valueof  the  Peculations,  Embezzlements, and 
Pillage  of  Naval,  Victualing,  Ordnance,  and  other 
Stores,  which  are  deposited  in  the  Arsenals,  or  move 
in  transit  on  the  River  Tharaes’and  Medway.  But 
certain  it  is,  from  the  laborious  investigations  which 
\’arious  detections  have  invited  on  the  part  of  the 
Magistrates  of  theMarine  Police,  that  the  influence  of 
the  relaxed  morals  and  the  systematic  thieving  which 
pervade  the  Mass  of  the  Labourers  of  every  des- 
cription upon  the  River  Thames,  extend  to  the 
Public  Property,  perhaps  in  a greater  degree,  for  the 
reasons  which  have  been  already  assigned,  than  to 
the  Merchandise  and  Naval  Stores  of  Individuals, 


(s)  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  deeply  iroprested  with  the 
necessity  of  improved  Laws,  and  a System  of  Police,  calculatcd.to 
prevent  the  Depredations  committed  on  Hit  Majesty's  Stores,  have 
applied,  through  their  Solicitor,  to  the  Author  of  this  Work  for  hit 
assistaiKe,  in  suggesting  meant  for  correcting  the  evils  which  have 
bear  found  to  exiit. 

sorted 


Digitized  by  Google 


152 


TltEATlSS  oer 


The  discovery  of  the  de^rices  Tvhich  h&ve  been  re- 
sorted to  by  the  pereons  tvlio  navigate  the  Victualing 
Hoys,  in  abstracting  Spirits  and  Provisions  in  their 
passage  to  His  Majesty’s  Ships  and  the  Russian  Mea 
of  War  in  the  River,  and  the  iacilities  afforded  them, 
by  the  numerous  Receivers  who  are  also  discovered 
to  reside  in  the  Towns  and  Villages  adjenning  the 
River  Thames  and  Medway,  sufficiently  indicate  the 
existence  of  a regular  System  long  established,  and 
apparently  fully  matured. 

And  when  the  extent  of  the  resource  for  this 
species  of  Peculation  and  Plnnder  is  considered,— 
the  number  of  Ddinqueots  -eager  to  devise  means 
of  obtaining  Public  Property,- — the  deficiency  o(  the 
existing  Laws,  and  of  the  means  of  putting  them 
effectually  into  execution  joined  to  a total  want  of 
•a  systematic  and  preventive  Police,  applicable  to  the 
•protection  of  Naval,  Victualing,  Ordnance  and  Mi- 
litary Stores,  in  the  Public  .Arsenals,  in  Ships  of 
War,  and  in  their  various  transits  in  the  River 
Thames  and  Medway  ;iand  above  all,  the  immense 
value  of  this  Stationary  and  Floating  Property, — no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  annual  ‘Loss  to  the 
Public  being  immense,  in  all  the  Ramificadons  of 
Fraud,  Peculation,  Embezzlement  and  Plunder, 
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Having  thus  endeavoured  to  develope  the  extent 
of  the  Depredations,  to  which  each  speci6c  branch 
of  Commerce  has  been  exposed,  in  its  transit  from 
the  Repositories  of  the  Merchants  to  Ships  and  Ves« 
seis  in  the  River  Thames— and  vice  versa  ; Having 
also  explained  the  various  means  which  are  employed 
in  the  embezzlement  and  spoliation  of  Commercial 
Property,  in  outward  and  homeward-bound  Ships, 
Vessels,  and  Craft,  in  the  River  Thames  : — Having 
likewise  unfolded  the  various  devices,  which  contri- 
bute in  so  eminent  a d^rce,  to  the  injury  of  the 
Public  Revenue,  and  the  diminution  of  the  National 
Property  by  the  Peculation  and  Pillage  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Stores : It  remains  now  to  bring  under  the 
eye  of  the  Reader,  a collected  View  of  the  whole 
estimated  Depredations  on  Commercial  Property,  in 
the  order  in  which  each  branch  has  been  consi- 
dered ; to  which  is  added,  a Statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  Packages,  and  the  aggregate  value  in  the 
following 


j.' 
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RECAPITULATION; 


Exhibiting  in  one  View  the  Foreign  and  Coasting  T rade  of  the  River 
Thames ; — The  Tonnage : — Number  of  Packages : — Value  of  Goods 
imported  and  exported : — And  the  estimated  Plunder  on  each 
Branch  of  Trade  : amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
Five  Hundred  and  six  Thousand  Pounds: 

Calculated  on' the  Imports  and  Exports,  of  the  Year  ending 
_ January  j,  1798. 


Spccifiution  of  the 
ctiMnent  T radc;>. 


1 Tons 

Estinutc 

Total  value i 

Ships.  lincluding 

of  the 

of 

1 tlicir 

miinber  of 

Imports 

! repeated 

rarkages 

and 

Foreign.  iBritish-iVoyages 

out  A home. 

Exports. 

on  each 


East -Indies  . . - . 

West' Indies  . . - - 

British  Ainericin  Colonics 
Africa and  ibc  Cape  of  7 
Good  Hope  - - - J 

Eishcrio:  N'ortlicrn  anu} 
Soulliern  - . . - J 

United  States  ef  America 
Mediterranean  and  Turkey 
Spain  ; and  the  Canaries 
France;  and  the  Austrians 
Kcthcrlands  - - - J 

Portugal  and  Madeira 
Holland  ..... 
Germany  ..... 
Prussia  . .... 

Poland  ..... 
Sweden  . .... 

Denmark  ..... 
Russia  .... 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alderney  7 
and  Isle  of  Man  - . r 

Ireland •* 

Coasting  T rade  ... 

Coal  Trade  .... 


41,466 

101,4^4 

13,966! 

4.33*1 


£■  ■ .C' 

300.000  I0,501,000|  15,000 

400.000  11,013,000  131,000 

65,000  1,638,0001  10,000 


53t.ooo 


20.000 

160,000 

70.000  ' 

60.000 


314.000 

5.416.000 

509.000 
J47.000 

1.015.000 

*53,000 

a, 21 1,000 


240,000  I 10,672,000 


5*344 

32,824 

560,000 


60.000 

70.000 

50.000 

60.000 

150.000 

15,000 


431.000 

241.000 

311.000 

806.000 


1,017,000  10,000 


301,0001 


160.000  1,539,000  5,w>« 

900.000  6,600,000  10,000 

1,710,000  lO.oo* 


3,6;6  I 656,000  1,710,000  K>.°” 

1.60 1 11,779,3161  3,030,000  60,591,000  461,0® 


Ship-Owners  of  13,444} 
Ships  and  Vessels  - -J 


'esscls  . . 5 Estimated  Annual  Loss  in  Tackle,  Apparel  and  Stores  45.00 
' Total  Depradations  estimated  at  - ........  T. 506,00 
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By  contemplating  this  general  Stat^  of  the  im- 
mense Commerce  of  the  River  Thames,  in  the  par- 
ticular light  in  which  it  is  placed,  the  mind  is 
assisted  in  forming  a conception  (which  might 
otherwise  be  extremely  difficult)  of  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  Depredations  which  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

' It  certainly  exhibits  a very  unpleasant  picture  of 
the  state  of  morals  among  the  Labouring  Classes 
whose  assistance  is  indispensably  necessary'  in  mov- 
ing this  immense  Machine. 

But  while  their  profligacy  is  sincerely  deplored,  it 
is  an  act  of  justice  to  state,  that  the  major  part  con- 
fine themselves  entirely  to  this  species  of  Pillage  ; 
and  that  many  of  this  class  of  men,  who,  from  early 
habits  and  the  force  of  evil  example,  have  become 
deeply  implicated  in  offences  of  this  nature,  would 
shudder  at  the  idea  of  committing  a Burglary,  or 
robbing  on  the  Highway. 

Hence  a hope  is  entertained,  which  has  indeed 
' already  been  proved,  and  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel 
of  this  Work,  not  to  be  fallacious,  that  practicable 
means  exist,  whereby  this  excessive  evil  may  be  kept 
down  if  not  nearly  eradicated. 

The  leading  cause  of  the  evil  is  to  be  traced,  to 
the  total  deficiency  of  any  measures  of  Preventive 
Police,  calculated' gradually  to  check  the  progressive 
increase  of  Crimes : the  constant  and  never-friling 
attendant  on  the  accumulation  of  Wealth.  In  the 
aourse  of  the  advance  of  the  latter,  which  has  been 
' already 


TREATISE  ON 


abradjr  shewn  to  have  been  rapid  beyond  all  exam- 
ple, nothing  material  has  been  attempted  towards 
the  suppression  of  the  former  ; and  hence  it  has  fol- 
lowed, that  Commercial  Riches  and  Criminal  Ofences 
have  grown  up  together.  Preventive  Police  may  be 
considered  as  a Hew  Science,  yet  in  its  infancy,  and 
only  beginning  to  be  understood.  Its  nature  and  the 
effects  which  it  has  produced,  wnth  respect  to  one 
great  branch  of  Commerce,  will  be  explained  in  the 
Allowing  Chaptort, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

earned  vjh  'ick  produced  the  Institution  of  the  Ma- 
tine  Police.  — ^Phe  proceedings  ivh  'uh  preceded  its 
establishment . — A general  view  of  the  State  of 
Delinquency , and  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  Of- 
fenders ^ in  a course  of  Criminal  Turpitude,  previous 
to  its  adoption  : — 1.  Males  of  the  numerous  Ships 
trading  to  the  River — 2.  Petty  Officers,  and  Crews 
employed  in  the  Trade — 3.  Inferior  Officers  of  the 
Revenue  of  Customs  and  Excise,  and  Custom-house 
U'atermen — 4,  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  dis- 
charge Ships  in  the  Thames — 5.  Coal-heavers  em- 
ployed in  the  River — 6.  Journeymen  Coopers  em- 
ployed in  discharging  Ships  in  the  River — 7*  IVaUr- 
men  plying  between  London  Bridge  and  Creemvich 
— 8.  Journeymen  Lightermen  employed  in  the  River 
*--g.  Mud -larks  and  Riit  Catchers — 10.  IVater- 
men  in  Ships  and  Jjghlers,  atid  on  the  Quays — 
1 1 . Labourers  on  the  Quays,  denominated  Scuffie- 
hunters — 12.  Labourers  in  the  Commercial  If  are- 
houses — 13.  River  Pirates — 14.  Night  Plwulerers — 
15.  Light-Horsemen — 16.  Receivers  of  Public  and 
Commercial  Property^  in  twelve  Classes,' — Recapitu- 
lation of  the  12  Classes  of  Receivers  estinuited  at 
550. — Recapitulation  of  the  mimbers  of  the  different 
Classes  of  Delinquents  who  contribute  to  the.  Depre- 
dations on  Commercial  Property  t — Explanatory 

. Observations 
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Observations  applicable  So  the  subject. — The  nexv 
System  of  Marine  Police  explained. — The  judicial 
Department. — The  Marine  Police  prraentive  De- 
partment.— The  Department  for  employing  Lumpers. 
—The  general  Department  of  jlccomits. — Recapi- 
tulation of  the  whole y with  a general  View  of  the 
Annual  Expence. — The  munher  and  functions  rf  the 
permanent  and  occasional  Officers. — General  obsova- 
iions  respecting  the  advantages  of  the  design. 


Such  were  the  evils  with  which  the  Commerce  of 
the  Port  of  London  was  afflicted,  and  such  were  the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  Depredations  commit- 
ted on  West-India  produce,  and  Merchandise  of 
every  descriptionj  as  well  as  on  the  Tackle,  Apjxu-e?, 
and  Stores  of  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft  in  the 
River  Thamca,  as  represented  in  the  two  pr  ceding 
Chapters  to  have  existed,  and  to  have  advanced  pro- 
gressively during  many  years  previous  to  1798. 

At  this  period  the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames  had 
arrived  at  a height  of  unparalleled  prosperity.  The 
importation  of  West- India  produce  was  not  only  very 
extensive,  but  the  value  of  the  different  commodities 
was  much  enhanced ; of  course  the  pccunbry  loss 
by  Pillage  was  greatly  augmented,  and  appeared,  in 
spite  of  every  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
of  West-lndia  Merchants,  to  be  increasing  yearly. 

After 
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After  trying  every  expedient,  and  incuiriog  an 
enormous  expense  in  Rewards  and  Prosecutiofis, 
without  appearing  to  diminish  the  evil,  the  expedient 
was  at  length  suggested  by  the  Author  of  this  Work, 
of  forming  a System  of  Police,  applicable  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  Trade  of  the  Riveb  Thames. 

On  the  30th,  of  January  1798*  the  Committee 
West-India  Merohants,  after  fully  considering , the 
plan  submitted  to  its  consideration,  for  this  purpose, 
entered  into  a resolution  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect,  with  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty’s  £xecu> 
tive  Government. 

On  the  27  th  of  February  following,  a General 
Meeting  of  the  Wejl-hidia  Merchants  confirmed  the 
resolution  of  their  Committee,  and  which  soon  after 
received  the  approbation  of  a junt  meeting  of  both 
the  Planters  and  Consignees. 

On  the  27  th  of  March,  His  Majesty’s  principal 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  had  been  previously  explained,  gave  his  full 
approbation  of  the  measure,  on  behalf  of  Govern- 
ment; and  this  sanction  was  afterwards  explicitly 
confirmed  on  the  l6th  of  May,  by  a Letter  from 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Penrhyn,  Chairman  of  the  West-India  Plant- 
ers. (/)  In  consequence  of  the  sanction  and  appro- 
bation 

(/)  Mr  Loan,  WbUtball,  May  16,  I79t* 

1 have  this  monient  received  the  answer  of  the  Channllor,  d 
the  Exchequer  to  the  proposal  1 made  to  him,  relative  to  that  part 
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bation  of  Government  thus  obtained,  the  Wat- 
Indfa  Merchants,  at  a Meeting  hekl  on  the  8th  of 
June  following,  resolved  to  carry  the  plan  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution  into  immediate  effect,  at 
tbe  same  time  soliciting  the  assstance  of  its  Author, 
in  superintending  the  execution  of  the  design.  This 
request  was  followed  by  another  from  bis  Majesty’s 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  («)  confirming  the 

approbation 

i 

«f  tke  expence  of  the  Marine  Police  Establiahtnent,  which  appeared 
to  me  ought  to  be  borne  by  Government ; and  I have  the  honour 
Xo  acquaint  your  Lordihip,  that  he  intirely  agrees  with  me  in 
Opinion ; and  your  Lorchhip  will  therefore  have  the  goodness  to 
htform  the  CeodenMo,  you  are  to  meet  this  morning,  that  the 
Article*  numbered  t*  4,  8,  9 and  10,  in  the  phm,  which  was  put 
Into  my  hand,  will  be  defrayed  by  Government ; and  that  I shall 
be  ready  to  give  every  assistance  and  focility  in  my  power,  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  measure.  I hare  the  honour  to 

Mr  Loso, 

TV  the  Right  IltM.  Your  Lordship’s  most  obedient  Serrant, 

Lord  Penrhyn.  PORTLAND. 

(jv)  Sir,  Wbitthally  June  tl,  1798. 

As  the  Planters  and  Merchants  interested  in  the  West-Iadia 
Trade,  have  solicited  the  sanaion  of  GovemmeDC  to  the  establish., 
■tent  of  a Marine  Pblicc,  conformably  to  a pUn  which  you  have 
givan  them  of  such  an  lostitution ; and  a*  I am  of  o^nnioo,  that 
very  considerable  advantages  will  arise  to  the  Public,  from  your 
•operintending  its  being  carried  into  eiecr,  I second  with  gi«ac 
pleasure  their  wishes  for  your  assistance,  which  have  been  expressed 
to  me  by  that  very  respectable  Body,  and  very  heartily  join  in  the 
request  they  have  made  to  you  to  that  cfiect.  As  I am  fully  sensi- 
ble, by  your  acceding  to  this  proposal,  that  a certain  portion  of  the 
time  you  so  usefully  devote  to  the  duties  of  your  present  station, 
must  be  dispensed  with ; and  as  1 am  aware,  that  that  eiKoflastance 
mutt  operate  upon  you  in  such  a way  m *9  uduce  yop  K>  decliae 
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approbation  of  Government,  and  seconding  in  very 
handsome  terms,  the. wishes  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  West-India  Body. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  the  Committee  acting  for 
.the  Planters  and  Merchants,  in  the  uifairs  of  the 
Marine  Police,  recommended  John  PIabriott,  Esq. 
to  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  as  a 
gentleman  well  qualided  to  execute  the  functions  of 
resident  Magistrate ; and  soon  after  the  King’s  plea- 
sure was  signified,  that  his  name  should  be  inserted  in 
the  Commissions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Counties  of 
Middlesex,  Surry,  and  Kent,(jr)  and  he  was  appointed 


this  offer,  I think  it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  in  case  of  your 
assenting  to  the  above  proposals,  I have  secured  you  a proper  sub- 
stitute, who  will  take  upon  him  your  duty  at  Queen’s  Square,  at  the 
time  at  which  you  must  be  necessarily  absent  from  it,  and  that  I 
have  taken  care  that  a proper  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  remu. 
neration  of  the  Gentleman  during  that  period. 


(x)  Mr.  Harriott  had  for  several  yran,  acted  as  a Magistrate 
for  the  County  of  Essex,  where  his  talents,  integrity,  and  public 
spirit  had  justly  procured  him  one  of  the  most  handsome  public  tes- 
tuoonies  of  inuinsic  worth,  that  ever  fm  to  the  lot  of  any  individual 
to  receive.  His  indefatigable  attention  to  the  public  interest,  since 
be  has  presided  at  the  Marine  Police  Office — His  zeal  for  the  public 
good — His  prudence,  discretion,  and  humanity,  in  the  execution  of 
tfae  Laws,  and  the  important  trust  committed  to  his  diarge,  joined 
CD  the  exteuive  local  and  nautical  knowledge  which  he  possesses, 
and  which  he  employs,  with  the  assistance  of  an  acute  and  dis- 
criminating mud,  in  qtfiying  systematically  into  effect  the  plan  of 


to 


To  Palrici  Colquhoun,  Esq. 
Public-Office,  ^etn-fquare. 


Wettmiuster, 


1 am  with  great  regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient. 
Humble  Servant, 
PORTLAND. 


M 


1 olice 


to  second  t)>e  exertions  of  the  superintending  Ma- 
gistrate, in  carrying  into  effect  this  important  de- 
sign ; which  was  preceded  by  the  publication  of  a 
Report  of  the  Wem-India  Merchants  (j>)  explana- 
tory of  the  System, ‘Which  ultimately  commenced 
on  the  2d  of  July  17pP,  at  a commodious  Office, 
conveniently  situated  close  to  that  pert  of  the  River 
which  fonns  the  centre  of  the  discharging  births,  or 
places,  where  the  Ships  deliver  their  Cargoes,  at 
No.  2.^0,  Wapping  New  Stairs. 

Preporatory  however,  to  the  adoption  of  specific 
arrangements  for  carrying  into  effect  this  arduous 
undertaking,  it  became  a measure  of  necessary  pru- 
dence, to  acquire  as  accurate  a knowledge;  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  atlmit,  of  the  actual  state 
of  the  delinquency,  which  w'as  to  be  combated  In  all 
the  forms  it  assumed,  and  under  the  various  sub-di- 
visions into  cU^^cs,  which,  from  the  want  of  a re- 
gul.ar  system  of  prcvcml\  c Police,  had  been  suffered 
to  be  matured  into  the  hydra  which  had,  at  length, 
become  so  noxious  and  formidable. 

The  iniquitous  devices  of  this  criminal  phalanx, 
and  the  consequent  injuries  which  have  arisen  to 
tUfl'erent  branches  of  Commerce,  having  been  already 
developed,  and  exposed  in  the  two  preceding  Chap- 

Police  which  haf  been  adojicd,  for  the  pr»te«ion  of  Conunercul 
Pro{y;rt7,  h best  explained  bv  rhe  tueem  which  has  atleixied  this 
hnportant  det^ign,  in  diminishing  in  so  great  a degree  (without  SU* 
sorting  to  acts  of  severity)  the  delinquency  which  had  so 
afflict^  the  Trade  of  the  River  Thame'.  ‘ 

(/)  See  A{^)cndb,  No,  III. 
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tcrs,  the  numbers  which  compose  this  horde  of  of- 
fenders, fall  now  to, -be  considered  in  a collected 
j>oint  of  view,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
mind,  by  an  apposite  elucidation,  for  the  arrange- 
ments of  Police  which  wer®  found  necessary  to  be 
adopted. 

In  forming  estimates  however,  of  tins  nature,  it 
would  be  vain  and  presumptuous  to  aim  at  accuracy, 
where,  iu  the  nature  of  things,  so  much  must 
depend  upon  conjecture; — It  is  only  necessary  to 
state,  that  in  the  following  subdivisions,  which  form 
the  scale  of  aquatic  delinquency,  infinite  pains  have 
been  bestowed  iti  procuring  information  and  data  to 
assist  the  calculations,  so  as  to  bring  them  as  near 
the  truth,  as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
case  would  admit. 

Estimate  of  the  number  of  DeUnquents,  who  hax*  ' 
been  discovered  to  belong  to  the  general  mass  of 
. offenders,  in  embezzling  and  stealing  Commercial 
Property,  and  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores,  of 
Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames.  ■' 

I.  Mates  of  Ships  and  Vessels  Lading  and 
Discharging  in  the  River,  (z) 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  among  this  class  there 
should  have  been  so  many  implicated  in  offences  of 
this  nature,  especially  the  principal  Officer  on  board 
in  the  absence  of  the  Ship-master,  in  whom  an 
important  trust  is  reposed  ; but  it  is  a melancholy 

(z)  In  tlii»  description.  Mates  of  East.India  Ships  are  cxccptec!. 
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fact,  that  the  numbers  who  have  thus  been  scduce<l 
and  betrayed  into  these  practices,  could  not  easily 
obtain  credit,  except  with  those  whose  peculiar  situ- 
ations artbrd  opportunities  of  investigations  of  this 
nature.  Holding  a certain  rank  in  Society,  with 
emoluments  (a)  very  unequal  to  the  wants  of  a famil}*, 
they  resort  gcnerall)'  to  illicit  Trade,  as  a means  of 
bettering  their  condition.  The  facilities  which  be- 
come necessary  to  carry  on  these  clandestine  prac- 
tices, generate  connections  and  intimacies  with  tlic 
lower  classes  of  the  Revenue  Officers,  which  too 
often  terminate  in  conspiracies  to  rob  the  Cargo. 
The  transition  from  one  offence  to  another  is  easy; 
and  small  beginnings  {b)  generally  terminate  in 

greater 

• 

(a)  It  would  be  an  act  of  great  policy  and  jastice,  and  an  im. 
provement  in  nantical  ceconomy  likely  to  produce  incalculable  advan- 
tages, to  pass  a Law  regulating  the  wages  of  Ship-masters,  Mates, 
•and  inferior  Officers ; placing  those  who  are  in  responsible  situations, 
by  a competent  pecuniary  allowance,  above  the  temptation  of 
resorting  to  criminal  actions  to  make  up  deficiencies.  But  such  aa 
arrangement  would  not  be  efiectu.il,  unless  the  selection  be  purified 
by  rendering  every  Master  and  Mate  incapable  of  acting  in  either 
of  these  important  trusts,  until  after  producing  certificates  of  moral 
character,  and  imJergoing  an  examination  before  a competent  Board, 
they  are  certified  to  }V)esess  sufficient  nautical  Science,  and  are  in 
every  respect  fit  for  the  stations  they  arc  destined  to  fill ; a precau- 
tion of  this  kind  would  preserve  purity  of  morals, — would  compel 
men  of  this  description  to  educate  themselves  better,  and  would 
preserve  in  many  instances,  both  the  lives  of  his  Majesty’s  sub- 
j'  ti  and  the  property  of  Underwriters.  The  adoption  of  this 
system  m the  East-India  service,  has  rendered  the  Commandets 
amd  chief  Officers  the  hnt  Navigators  In  the  ff^orlJ. 

(i)  A case  recently  occurred,  where, the  Mate  of  an  outw.ard- 

bound 
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greater  offences.  Considering  that  there  are  at  least 
IjlCK) Mates  of  British  Ships  in  the  Foreign  Trade, 
and  about  1,300  in  Foreign  Ships,  (t)  besides  l,aio 
in  the  different  Coasters,  making  an  aggregate  of 
3,444,  who  trade  to  the  River  Thames,  under  cir- 
cumstances  where  they  have  many  opportunities  to 
fonn  criminal  connections  with  corrupt  Officers  and 
Receivers  of  Stolen  Property  ; {il) — ^Taking  also  into 

the 

bound  Vessel,  in  conjunction  with  a Retenue  Officer,  was  dis- 
covered to  have  been  concerned  in  breaking  open  a hat-box. 
Two  of  the  identical  hats  which  had  been  stolen,  were  worn  by 
these  two  offenders  when  apprehended,  and  they  both  confes- 
sed that  they  were  a part  of  the  Cargo.  The  same  Mate  hav. 
ing  afterwards  stolen  a trunk  of  dry  goods  from  the  Ship, 
detection  followed,  and  he  was  committed  to  take  his  trial.  In 
Autumn  i79''>  a Wcst-lndia  Ship  was  plundered  of  a large  quantity 
of  Coffee  The  vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police  detected  one  of 
tlie  Boats  conveying  it  on  shore.  The  Mate  afterwards  acknow. 
leJgcd  tlut  he  was  connected  with  the  Officers  of  the  Excise  and 
Customs,  by  whose  assistance  and  collusion  this  robbery  was  com- 
roitted.  The  Mate  and  Steward  became  evidence  for  the  Crown, 
and  two  of  the  Officers  suffered  death.  Various  other  instances  could 
b«  adduced,  (and  indeed  have  already  been  adduced  in  other  parts 
of  this  work)  of  the  criminality  of  Mates,  although  it  is  but  too 
evident  to  those  who  turn  their  attention  minutely  to  investigations 
of  this  sort,  that  previous  to  the  preventive  system,  not  one  offence 
in  a hundred  came  in  any  shape  to  light. 

(c)  The  Mates  of  Foreign  Ships,  and  others  who  compose  the 
crews,  while  lying  along  side,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  West-India 
Ships  and  outward-bound  Vessels,  lading  Sugar,  Coffee  and  To- 
bicco,  See.  arc  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  VVcsi-InJia  articles. 
Tobacco,  &c.  which  is  obtained  by  pillage.  These  Vessels  afford 
‘coiuiderable  facilities  to  plunder,  while  from  their  peculiar  situation 
'detection  is  difficult. 

(<f)  The  devices  practised  formerly  by  Mates  having  criminal  con* 
nectioM  with  Revenue  Officen,  shew  how  perfectly  those  iniquitous 

practices 
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the  calculation  the  numbers  who  have  been  detected,- 
and  the  scenes  of  iniquity  which  have  been  developed 
in  the  progress  of  judicial  investigation,  it  may  not 
be  unfair  to  conclude,  that  in  so  great  a number, 
jive  hundred  may  have  been  implicated,  more  or  less, 
in  the  numerous  offences  which  distressed  the  Com- 
merce of  the  Port  of  London. 

practices  were  systematized.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Excise  Suryt yor 
to  call  on  board  of  Rum  Ship  s every  day,  to  take  the  dry  incht-s, 
with  the  number  of  each  cask,  and  then  to  enter  the  survey  not 
only  in  his  own,  but  in  the  subordinate  Officer’s  book,  to  prevent 
frauds  ; but  in  consequence  of  a previous  concert  between  the  Mate 
and  the  Revenue  Officer  stationed  in  the  Ship,  it  is  said  to  hare 
not  seldom  happened  with  a view  to  prevent  the  Surveyor  from 
taking  stock,  when  pillage  was  in  contemplation,  that  the  Rum 
casks  have  been  purposely  covered  with  Ha<wsers,  Roprs,  IVotJ, 
and  other  Lumber,  so  as  to  render  them  inaccessible.  This  object 
attained,  the  incumbrance  was  removed  as  soon  as  the  Survc}or 
departed,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a small  pump,  called  a jigger, 
% and  other  instruments,  already  frequently  alluded  to  in  this  work, 
from  three  to  four  gallons  of  Rum  is  removed  from  each  cask,  filled 
into  bladders  with  nozles  and  sent  on  shore.  The  pillage  being 
thus  previously  obtained,  the  Excise  Surveyor  is  permitted,  by  the 
removal  of  the  obstacles,  to  take  the  dry  inches.  In  this  manner  the 
superior  Ofiicers  have  been  frequently  deceived,  and  large  quanti. 
tics  of  Rum  have  been  plundered.  Coffee  casks  were  pierced  with  a 
a large  tap  borer,  into  which  a tin  tube  has  been  pot,  so  constructed 
as  to  admit  (ff  the  beans  running  freely  into  bags ; when  a sufficient 
■quantity  is  obtained  the  hole  is  plugged  up.  A similar  tube  was 
used  in  drawing  Pimento  from  the  bags.  By  this  device,  a black 
lirap  or  bag,  would  be  filled  from  several  packages  without  spilling 
a grain.  Ginger-bags  Were  cut  at  the  top,  and  after  a quantity  was 
taken  out,  they  were  tewed  up. 


II.  The 
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II.  The  Petty  Officers  and  Crews  op  Ships 

AND  Vessels,  Lading  and  Discharging  in 

THE  River  Thames. 

The  evil  example  of  the  Mates,  (if  such  were  ne- 
cessary,) produces  in  not  a few  of  the  individuals, 
whether  Second  Mates,  Stewards,  Carpenters,  Ma- 
riners, or  Boys,  who  compose  the  crews  of  3,440 
Ships,  which  visit  the  Port  of  London  from  mce  to 
forty-eight  times  in  the  course  of  a year,  a desire  to 
share  in  the  general  pillage  which  has  so  universally 
prevailed.  Admitting  the  crews  of  2,4(X)  Shipsi 
(which  is  about  the  average  number  employed  in 
ForcignTrade,)  to  amount  to  30,CXX)  inferior  Officers, 
Mariners  and  Boys ; and  the  Coasting  Trade  which 
employs  J,040  Vessels,  to  require  4,000 ; and 
deducting  from  this  aggregate  10,000  British  Sca-t 
men,  who  leave  their  respective  Ships  on  their 
approaching  the  Port,  or  are  inopressed  into  his 
Majesty’s  service,  the  result  will  be,  that  out  of 
24,000  Seamen  and  Boys,  a considerable  proponkm 
are  on  the  River  Thames  several  times  in  the  course 
of  a year.  Hence  they  become  open  to  seduction, 
and  to  the  influenoe  of  the  evil  examples  to  wfaidi 
they  arc  exposed,  not  ordy  from  the  iniquitous  prac*-  ‘ 
ticcs  which  they  witness  in  their  own  and  other  Ships 
often  under  their  immediate  view ^ butfrotn  these  Ma>< 
rinets  being  too  generally,  whether  British  or  Foreign-'^ 
ers,  under  the  influence  of  the  lowest  and  most  profli-* 
gate  class  of  females,  who  ofteh  plunder  them  • of 
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their  fair  earnings,  and  then  seduce  them  into  acta 
of  pillage  and  thieving,  for  the  purpose  of  ridding 
them  of  the  embarrassments  which  their  indiscretions 
produce. 

British  Seamen  in  general,  arc  a brave,  but  a 
thoughtless  and  dissipated  race  of  men.  Their  habits 
of  life-  arc  hostile  to  those  principles  of  morality 
which  would  otbenvise  operate  as  a barrier  against 
that  species  of  dishonesty,  which  has  been  rendered 
familiar  by  enl  example.  They  would  be  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  committing  a robber)’  on  shore,  w’hile 
they  too  easily  reconcile  their  minds  to  ollences  on 
Ship-board,  which  arc  ecpial  criminal  in  a moral  f>oint 
of  view,  and  on  which  the  Laws  have  inflicted,  in 
many  instances,  a punishment  not  less  severe. 
That  system  therefore  of  Police  Regulations,  which 
shall  operate  in  restraining  this  numerous  and  useful 
class  of  men  from  acts  of  delinquency,  while  it  at 
the  same  time  protects  them  against  the  gross  and 
iniquitous  frauds  and  pillage  to  which  they  arc 
exposed,  must  be  acknowledged  a very  great,  and  at 
the  same  time,  a most  beneficial  and  humane  im- 
provement in  the  Political  CEconomy  of  the  Nation. 
Until  such  a system  can  be  perfected,  (and  happy 
it  is  for  Society  that  the  object  is  attainable,)  they 
will  continue  to  be  the  deluded  objects  of  imjiosi- 
tion,  and  a prey  to  miser)’  and  distress  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  ease  and  comGart  is  necessary  and  desi- 
rohlc  to  man. 

I Recurring  agam  to  the  aggregate  of  24,000  indi- 
** ' viduals, 
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vidnals,  which  is  supposed  to  compose  the  whole- 
number  of  Petty  Officers,  Seamen  and  Boys,  wha 
visit  the  Port  of  London,  in  the  course  of  a year,  it* 
is  painful  to  state,  that,  at  least,  4000  may  have  been 
implicated  in  acts  of  aquatic  delinquency. 

• • ■ * 4 

Ilf.  Ii?FERioR  Officers  op  the  Revenue  op  the 
Customs  and  Excise,  employed  and  stationed 
IN  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames.  • 

Nothing  but  an  ardent  desire  to  see  a remedy 
applied  to  the  evils  that  exist,  through  the  medium: 
of  a certain  proportion  of  this  class  of  men,  both  as 
they  respect  His  Majesty’s  Revenue,  and  the  general 
corruption  of  Morals  which  prevail,  could  have  incit^ 
a developement,  over  which  impulses  strongly  opera- 
ting on  the  feeling  mind,  would  have  otherwise 
drawn  a veil. 

Unwilling  suddenly  to  credit  whatmight  appear  So 
the  common  observer  as  improbable,  and  impressed 
with  sentiments  favourable  to  a clafs  of  Individuals  ap- 
parently controuled  by  a system,  at  the  bead  of  which 
are  men  of  the  purest  morals,  acting  zealously  for  the 
public  good  ; it  was  not  until  much  unsolicited 
evidence,  confirmed  by  specific,  and  in  some  instances 
atrocious  acts  of  criminality,  pressed  itself  upon  the 
attention,  that  an-  investigation  was  attempted  of  the 
practices  of  Revenue  Officers,  employed  in  guardK 
ing  the  public  interest  in  Ships  and  Vessels,  lading, 
and  discharging  in  the  River  Thames...:  - ■ - . ^ 

But 
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But  reflecting,  that  the  major  part  is  composed 
of  a class  of  men,  whose  original  education  and 
habits  did  not,  in  many  instances,  adbrd  the  means 
of  acquiring  correct  notions  of  moral  rectitude  — 
that  they  are  in  getieral  indigent  and  needy,  with 
calls  upon  them  which  require  a more  ample  income 
than  they  possess ; anti  with  wants  which  go  beyond 
tbc  habits  of  a common  labourer,  though  with  re- 
sources less  productive  -.—reflecting  also,  that  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  system  removed  them  to  an 
almost  inaccessible  distance  from  the  source  of  s:cnc- 
ml  superintendence,  which  could  never  be  approaclted 
but  through  the  medium  of  a grariation  of  subordi- 
nate Officers,  rendering  the  peculiar  merit  or  de- 
merit of  this  class  of  men  not  easy  to  be  known, 
and,  therefore,  holding  out  no  hopes  of  benefit  or 
advancement  as  a reward  for  integrity,  while  the  fear 
of  losing  an  employment  in  itself  so  unproductive, 
ceased  to  operate  as  h stimulus  to  good  and  laudable 
actions ; it  ceased  to  be  a matter  of  wonder,  that 
such  men  should  be  open  to  seduction,  and  that  a 
disposition  should  generally  be  manifested  to  avail 
themselves  of  e\cry  opportunity  which  occurred  of 
increasing  their  einolumcot,  at  the  cxpence  of  that 
Bevenue  which  they  were  bound  to  protect. 

Hence  it  would  ^m,  that  many  of  this  class  of 
Officers  were  led  on,  step  by  step,  urged  by  the  de- 
mands of  their  families,  and  the  increasing  cxpence 
of  livelihood,  to  acts  of  Turpitude  and  Delinquency, 
which  other  inferior  Officers  appointed  to  control 

them. 
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them,  and  upon  whose  report  their  fate  depended, 
might  be  disposed  to  wink  at,  from  a dread  of  the 
exposure  of  some  irregularities  in  their  own  con- 
duct, in  the  acceptance  of  prohibited  Fees. 

Standing  in  this  situation,  where  the  power  of  Pu- 
nishment extended  no  farther  than  dismission  ; — 
Where  no  means  of  detecting -Offences  existed,  and 
where,  even  in  cases  of  Detection,  no  Prosector  was 
called  upon  to  promote  the  ends  of  Justice ; — ^whcrc 
no  Police  attached  as  an  appendage  to  the  System, 
for  the  puspose  of  over-awing  persons  in  the  progress 
of  committing  Offences,  they  naturally  increased. 
The  causes  therefore,  are  thus  easily  explained, 
which  have  produced  the  enormous  abuses,  whereby 
the  interest  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  rights  of  Indi- 
viduals, have  been  in  so  extensive  a degree  invaded. 

It  would  appear  from  information,  which  has  been 
derived  from  various  sources,  agreeing  in  all  the  lead- 
ing features,  that  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Revenue 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  classes 

1.  Those  who  have  been,  for  a considerable  length  of  titpe, 
hackneyed  in  all  the  abuses  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
River,  who  carry  on  their  Depredations. to  a great  extent, 
in  connection  with  Criminal  Receivers,  and  who  also  con- 
tribute, in  no  small  degree,  to  the  seduaion  of  Mates,  and 
the  petty  Officers,  who  are  strangers,  by  bringing  them  over 
to  their  nefarious  designs. — These  are  generally  denomi- 
nated Came  Offieers. — Many  of  this  description  are  appa- 
rently correct  in  their  attendance  upon  duty,  and  never  sub- 
ject themselves  to  the  imputation  of  being  negligent  Officers. 
They  are  moreover  in  gcreral  acute  and  penetrating,  capable 
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of  devising  and  carrying  plans  of  Depredation  npon  the  Re- 
venue and  the  Individual  into  execution,  while,  at  the  same 
moment,  they  have  the  address  to  make  their  superior  Offi- 
cers believe  them  honest  and  faithful.  As  soon  however  as 
they  are  placed  on  board  at  Gravesend,  they  begin  to  lay  their 
plans.  If  the  Mate  is  a stranger  he  is  sounded, — an  inti- 
macy is  formed,  and  Proposals  are  hazarded,  for  ahsrracting  a 
part  of  the  Cargo.  The  Mate  is  reconciled  to  the  measure, 
by  th^  observation  that  it  never  will  be  missed, — that  under 
the  wings  of  the  Officers  a discovery  is  impossible,  and 
that  it  will  put  a good  deal  of  money  into  all  their  pockets. 
Preliminaries  being  thus  settled,  the  particular  mode  of  com- 
mitting the  Plunder  is  adjusted.  When  the  Ship  arrives  at 
her  moorings  the  Copeman  or  Receiver  is  sent  for,  and  the 
prices  of  the  different  articles,  which  arc  to  be  disposed  of, 
are  settled. — 

Sugar  is  sold  under  the  Flash  Term  of  Sand 

Coffee Beans 

‘ Pimento  Pease 

t 

Rum  and  other  Liquors Finegar,  Ue. 

The  Copemen  provide  Bags,  Jiggers,  Bladders,  and  other 
conveniences,  and  when  matters  arc  previously  adjust- 
ed, the  Plunder  goes  on  to  a great  extent  in  the  night. 
In  some  instances  the  three  Officers  of  the  Customs 
and  two  of  the  Excise,  are  said,  upon  no  vague  au- 
thority, to  have  pocketted  from  30/.  to  50/.  each,  from  the 
, Plunder  of  a single  Ship;  besidesVhat  was  obtained  by  the 
Mate  and  petty  Officers,  and  the  Copeman  and  his  gang  of 
assistants,  which  frequently  amounted  to  a very  large  sum,  as 
has  been  already  expbined  in  the  Second  Chapter,  in  which 
the  nefarious  Practices  of  Night  Plunderers,  called  Light- 
Horsemen,  are  exposed.  The  Pillage  of  the  Cargo  generally 
began  about  Eleven  u’Clock  at  night,  after  all  the  visiting 
«,  Boats  of  tlie  Customs^  and  Excise,  had,  left  the  Ship,  and 

continued 
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• coDtlmied  usually  till  five  in  the  morning,  making  repeated 
trips  on  shore  during  this  period,  and  changing  the  Signals 
every  time  to  prevent  Detection.  An  instance,  however, 
has  been  stated  to  the  Author,  where  this  species  of  extreme 
caution  did  not  avail.  A Prevention  Boat  belonging  to  the 
Revenue  rowed  up  to  the  bow  of  a Came  Ship,  when  one  of 
the  Officers  asking,  in  a low  tone  of  voice.  Are  you  ready,  f 
I'he  answer  was  in  the  affirmative  ; and  instantly  three  bags 
of  Sugar  were  lowered  down  of  nearly  two  cwt,  each.  On  go- 
ing on  board,  two  more  bags  were  found  ; but  the  matter  is 
said  to  have  been  hushed  up. 

It  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel,  that  the  Police  Surveyors 
upon  the  River,  have  completely  defeated  these  abominable 
Conspiracies.  They  are  not  confined  to  hours,  but  are  out 

' the  whole  night  in  difFcrent  directions,  watching  in  particu- 
lar the  Ships  that  are  suspected. 

II.  Officers  who  merely  connive  at  Pillage  and  Plunder,  incon- 
sideration  of  a certain  gratuity,  and  who  do  not  partake  them- 
selves in  the  general  spoil. 

III.  Extra  Officers,  who  are  only  paid  3;.  per  day  for  about 
six  months  in  the  year,  while  they  are  employed. — Their 
fair  emolument  producing  only  about  27/.  a year  on  an 
average,  they  are,  with  some  exceptions,  always  disposed  to 
sacrifice  their  integrity  and  the  public  interest,  to  what  may 
appear  to  be  for  their  own  advantage ; and  by  considering  thb 
short  duration  of  the  period  of  their  power,  seldom  lose  an 
opportunity  in  making  the  most  of  it,  by  resisting  any  pro- 
position, whereby  this  object  can  be  promoted. 

IV.  Glut  Officers,  who  are  only  sought  for  when  peat  Fleets 
arrive,  and  the  Port  is  exceedingly  crowded.  In  this  situa- 
tion such,  in  general,  are  accepted  of  as  can  write  decently  -; 
they  are  of  course  generally  composed  of  illegal  Lottery  In- 
surance Clerks,  occasional  Waiters  at  Taverns, ' 'and  other 
outcasu,who  have  no  settled  employment,  and  who  are  said  to 

' ‘ have 
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have  considered  such  temporary  appointments  as  a kind  of 
harvest,  which  they  arc  to  render  as  productive  to  them» 
selves  (while  the  Power  renuins)  as  circumstances  will  ad* 
mit,  and  of  couisc  are  glad  of  every  opportunity  of  benefiting 
themselves  at  the  cxpcncc  of  the  Merchants  and  the  fair 
Tradcrs.(e} 

V.  Pure  Officers,  part  of  whom  belong  to  all  the  different 
classes ; but  who  are  generally  scattud  by  their  associates, 
while  it  too  frequently  happens,  from  the  circumstances  al- 
ready stated,  and  the  interest  which  criminal  Officers  take 
core  to  preserve  with  their  immediate  Superiors,  that  no  chan, 
ncl  exists  whereby  they  can  convey  useful  information. 

VI.  Custom-house  Watermen. — Among  this  Class  are  cer- 
tainly many  impure  Characters,  who  have  been  knorvn  to 
be  hr  connection  with  the  Game  Officers  on  board  the 
Ships,  for  whom  they  have  been  generally  considered  as 

- «afe  carriers,  because  if  met  by  a Superior  Officer  the 
Goods  were  converted  immediately  into  a Seiznre,  and 
• -.conveyed  to  the  Custom-house:  but  if  Uiey escaped  tio- 
tke,'^e.. booty  was  conveyed  to  the  Copeman,  or  Re- 
ceiver, 

(e)  The  foUowiiig  account  of  these  Officers  is  given  n the  very 
wends  of  a peraon  extnemely  well^nfomed  on  the  subject. — 
**  Ibe  Giat  inake  interest  with  the  si^rior  Officers  of  the  Customs, 
Xo  be  employed  when  large  Fkcu  arrive  from  the  West-Indies. 
Their  pay  is  31.  a d.iy  while  on  duty.  They  h;ivc  seldom  a farthing 
in  the  world  when  they  go  on  ship  board,  having  spent  all  in  making 
interest  to  proOurc  what  is  called  a good  Ship,  and  sometimes  a good 
Sirti  — — — ” that  is,  a situation  where,  from  the  absence  of  the 
Capnin,  and  the  raacatity  of  the  Mate,  a conspiracy  is  fonned  to 
jtluiidcf  the  Ship.  Their  System  (to  use  their  own  language)  is  r» 
sMke  Haj  vibilt  the  Sun  ibints  \ and  they  have  been  known  to  make 
from  ty/.  to  zo/,  by  a single  Ship  so  circumstanced.” 
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An  instance  is  stated  to  the  Author,  ob  ih  authority  which 
admits  of  no  doubt,  that  in  a System  of  Pillage  cartied  oa 
the  Mate,  and  Gerru  Revtnut  Officers,  on  board  of  a Ship  Out- 
ward-bound for  Hamburgh,  some  ef  the  Gang  who  were 
engaged  night  and  day  in  this  business,  consisted  of  Searchers’ 
'Watcraien,  whose  particular  situation,  as  Officers,  tended  in 
some  degree  to  shield  them  from  suspicion,  though  in  this 
respect  they  have  not  always  been  successful,  as  Convictions 
have  taken  place  where  Revenue  Watermen  have  been  de- 
tected with  Goods  without  the  broad  Arrow,  to  ^nUe  that  < 
they  were  seized,  and  rowing  in  a different  dirccilqn  &om  the 
Custom-house. 

The  number  of  inferior  Officers  employed  by 
Customs  may  be  arranged  as  follows : , - 

i I . ) • ' 

I.  200  Established  Tide  Officers,  having  a Salary  one  half 
of  them  40/.  and  the  other  35/.  a year,  and 
ts.  a day  while  on  Duty.  A .considerable 
. .proportion,  however,  is  appointed  to  su- 
perior duty,  as  Acting  Surveyors,  in  the 
• Summer  when  the  Fleets  arriye,  and  have 
, a certain  inQucnce  in  appoimiog  Extra  and 
Glut  Officers  ' to  Ships.  Their  aver^go 
fair  emolument  55/.  a year.  , 

II.  290  PrffierabU  Officers  whd  receive  35.  6d,M  day  wlth- 
^out  any  Salary,  They  may  be  employed 
fw^J-thirds  of  a year,* 'and  may  IreCtt^  at 

I ' I ■ 

• C 

400  Of- 


the  rate  of  42/.  a year. 


400 
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400  Officers  brought  over. 

III.  300  Extra  Offictrs  (or  thereabouts,)  who  rcrcive  3J.  a 

day  while  employed,  or  about  27/.  a year ; 
having  only  duty  to  perform  for  about  half 
the  year. 

IV.  ijo  Glut  Officers. — Tiiesc  receive  also  3f.  a day  while 

employed,  which  feldom  exceeds  two 
months,  and  therefore  their  fair  earnings 
cannot  average  above  10/.  a year  each. 

850 

Besides  these  850  inferior  Officers,  or  thereabouts, 
(for  as  their  numbers  vary  they  can  never  be  exactly 
'ascertained)  there  arc  82  Custom-house  Watermen 
who  are  attached  to  the  Superior  Officers,  who  sur- 
vey the  different  Ships  in  the  River,  viz. 

Watermen. 

4 Inspectors  having  . . .'  . 16 

16  Tide  Surveyors  having  ...  32 

3 Preventing  Officers  . . - . . 6 

1 Tobacco  Inspector 4 

4 Tobacco  Surveyors  ....  8 

• 4 Wood  Farm  Officers  for  Timber  8 

4 Coast  Officers  . 8 

36  . • 8a  ■ ■ 

The  Watermen  are  divided  into  three  Classes. — 
Those  that  are  established  receive  35l.  a year ; the 
Preferable  3s.  6d.  a day  for  two-thirds ; and  the 
Extra  3s.  a day  for  about  half  the  year. 

The 
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The  aggregate,  therefore,  of  inferior  Officers  of 
the  Customs  who  <lo  duty  on  the  River,  may  be 
estimated  at  Q32 ; and  perhaps  there  are  about 
one-third  of  that  number  in*  the  Service  of  the 
Excise,  making  in  all  about  1200  inferior  Officers, 
whose  Salaries,  or  allowance,  run'from  lol.  to  53l.  a 
year. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  thus  placed,  humanity  pleads  in  behalf 
of  this  miserable  Class  of  men.  Few  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Watermen,  have  opportunities  of  making 
Seizures,  and  these  too  have  experienced  a prodigi- 
ous reduction  in  their  emoluments,  since  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Marine  Police  has,  in  so  great  a degree, 
banished  Delinquency  and  Smuggling  from  the 
River. 

A Custom-house  Waterman,  who  appeared  to  be 
a man  of  veracity,  while  he  candidly  acknowledged 
to  the  Author  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  Marine 
Police,  stated  at  the  same  time  his  loss  by  the  dimi- 
nuUon  of  Seizures,  to  be  equal  to  from  35l.  to 
40l.  a year. 

Where  no  fees  are  authorized,  none  •will  be  gheti 
but  for  connivance  at  clandestine  transactions.  The 
inferior  Officers  arc  in  this  precise  situation  : their 
emoluments  are  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  hence  they  have  too  easily  yielded  to 
temptations ; stimulated  by  tew//,  and  reconciled  to  . 
bad  actions  by  the  force  of  example,  and  the  sanction 
which  forbearance  and  a deficient  System  of  oeco- 
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nomy  and  Police  had  given  to  offences  of  great 
luq/itudc. 

Were  there  not  abundance  of  proofs  in  the  de- 
tection and  conviction  of  so  many  of  this  class  of 
men,  the  occa^ional  diMnission  of  such  numbers 
shews  that  their  purity  and  integrity  is  not  of  that 
cast  which  can  beget  confidence. 

Taking  therclorc,  all  circumstances  together,  it 
may  not  be  too  n)uch  to  state,  that  out  of  1200  in- 
ferior Kevenuc  Olficers  who  have  been  employed  on 
the  Kiver  duty,  Sevin  Hundred  may  have  been,  more 
or  less,  profilers  by  the  excessive  Plunder,  which 
seems  to  have  bccti  more  or  less  general  in  every 
• line  of  Commerce. 

It  appears  from  various  accurate  channels  of  in- 
formation, that  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
Criminal  Conduct  of  many  inferior  Kevenuc  Offi- 
cers, is  confined  to  no  one  particular  line  of  Trade  ; 
but  pervades  the  wliole,  and  in  particular  Outward- 
bountl  Ships,  which  were  never  supposed  to  be  ob- 
jects of  attention,  no  suspicion  having  arisen  of 
their  being  in  danger  of  being  plundered.  These 
have  therefore,  of  late  afforded  the  best  opportunity 
of  acijuifing  a large  booty  with  a less  degree  ot* 
risque. — This  was  some  time  since  discovered  by 
Kevenuc  OrHcers  and  their  associates.  By  sleeping 
near  the  Cargo  a knowledge  is  acquired  of  the  means 
of  obtainittg  valuable  Packages,  by  which  Govern- 
ment is  defrauded  of  the  Debentures,  and  the  Mer- 
chant loses  his  Property,  implicating  at  the  same 
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time  the  character  of  the  fair  Trader,  and  generating 
disputes  between  Shipjx;rs  and  their  correspondents, 
of  a nature  the  moft  disagreeable.  Important  as  it 
certainly  is,  to  guard  by  every  possible  means  the 
security  of  the  Revenue,  with  respeet  to  Debenture 
Goods,  the  System  docs  not  seem  to  admit  of  the 
same  minute  accuracy  as  prevails  with  respect  to 
goods  iiftporced  ; and  hence  enormous  frauds  have 
been  discovered.  When  a Ship  proceeds  outward- 
bound  down  the  River,  if  the  Plunder  cannot  con- 
veniently be  removed  till* she  reaches  Gravesend, 
every  facility  is  found  there  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cealment; and  where  a sale  cannot  \ic  effected  at 
the  price  which  is  expected,  the  goods  purloined  are 
returned  to  London  in  the  Gravesend  Boats,  without 
any  suspicion  whatever  being  excited. 

IV.  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  discharge 
Ships  in  the  River  Thames. 

I 

The  illegal  proceedings  of  this  description  of 
Labourers  have  already  been  developed  in  the  Second 
Chapter.  (Div.  IV.  p.  62.)  They  may  be  divided  into 
three  Cl^cs  : 

I St.  Regular  Lumpers  wlto  are  employed  all  the  year 
round  in  labouring  in  the  Rigging  and  outfit  of 
Ships;  and  also  as  hohitrs,  or  persons  who  unstow 
the  Cargo  during  the  discharge,  set  up  the  Derick, 

!kC.  and  who  arc  gencially  complete  Seamen  - - 400 


N a 
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Brought  forward  409 

2d.  Inferior  Lumpers  who  are  not  always  Seamen  by 
profession,  but  who  are  in  the  habit  of  working 
on  board  of  vessels  in  the  character  of  Decktrs,  or 
persons  who  hoist  up  the  Cargo  upon  deck,  and  from 
thence  into  the  Lighters,  and  seek  their  living  chiefly 


among  the  Shipping  - --  --  --  --  600 

3d.  Occasional  Lumpers  who  resort  to  the  River 
when  great  fleets  arrive,  for  temporary  employ- 
ment ----------  - - - 400 


Total  . . . 1400 

When  the  general  profligacy  of  manners,  which 
has  been  found  to  pervade  this  great  body  of  La- 
bourers, is  considered,  by  a reference  to  the  detail* 
already  given  of  the  mischievous  habits  they  have 
contracted,  and  the  evil  practices  of  which  too  many 
of  them  have  been  guilty,  it  may  reasonably  be  con- 
cluded, that  out  of  1400  who  follow  this  employ- 
ment, at  least  Twelve  Hundred  have  been,  more  or 
less,  concerned  in  the  Pillage  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty. 

V.  Coal-heavers  employed  to  discharge 
Colliers  in  the  River  Thames. 

As  the  Metropolis  and  its  environs  require  850,000 
Chaldron  of  Coals  annually,  for  the  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants  and  numerous  Manufactories,  it  ap>- 
pears  that  the  weekly  supply  must  amount  to  1 6,346 
Chaldrons,  or  74  Cargoes  of  221  Chaldrons  eacb. — 

To 
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To  discharge  these  vessels,  making  allowance  for 
sickness,  and  occasional  absence,  it  has  been  already 
stated,  that  at  least  800  men  must  follow  this  labo- 
rious  employment,  ’ of  whom  Ooo.  may  be  classed 
among  those  who  have  been  following  pilfering  prac- 
tices, exclusive  of  those  who  discharge  the  Lighters. 

■ A gehcral  opinion  prevails,*  that  the  Coal-heavers 
are  extremely  numerous,  from  the  immense  labour 
which  they  perform  in  ^thc  course  of  a year.  It  is 
however,' by  no  m'eans  the  case  ; and  even  a con- 

. sldg^able  ffhoportion  of  those  who  arc  employed,  arc 

'Soldiers  in  the  Guards.  * 

••VAr;;' 

♦rr 

■ vT.^  JoAneymex  Coopers  EMPLOYED  ix  the  dis- 

. '•'CHARGE  OF  ShiPS  AND  VESSELS  IN  THE  IllVER 

•Thames. 


Supposing  200  Ships  of  all  descriptions,  under 
discharge  at  one  time  in  the  Port  of  London,  and 
each,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  Cargo,  to 
require  two  Journeymen  Coopers,  it  would  follow 
that  400  of  this  Class  arc  employed,  with  certain 
interruptions,  in  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames.  Enough  has  been  stated  (in  Chapter  II. 
Div.  V.  p.  6o.)  to  shew  the  disposition  they  have  ma- 
nifested, not  only  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  them- 
selves, but  to  be  instrumental  in  affording  facilities 
to  others.  Many'  circumstances  warrant  a conclu- 
sion, that  at  least  300  of  this  Class  may  be  con- 
sidered as  Delinquents. 


When 
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When  the  Journeymen  Coopers  were  sent  on 
^ • * 
board  of  the  West-India  Ships  in  1798,  which  were 

under  the  control  of  the  Marine  Police,  where  no 

V ■. 

Plunder  could  be  obtained,  on  /i6count  of  the. sworn 
Constables  placed  on  bdar^^  the  greatest  clamour 
ensued,  and  they  ihsistM  on  an  advance  of  Wages. 


VII.  Watermen  plying  between Londoj^  Bridge 
AND  Greenwich^  who  are  atjached  ”^.0  out-  , 

WARD  AND  ^HOMEWARD-BOUND  ShIPS.*‘^  ^THK 

River  Thames'.  ^ ^ 


* . 


It  has  been  generally  supposed,  thatvaboyt  .90O  ' 
Watermen  are  cither  attached  to  particulid’  Strips 
lading  or  discharging  in  the  River  Thamc^  or  §re 
occasionally  employed  in  conveying  provisions  and  • 
baggage,  or  in  landing  articles  sent  on  Shore.  The 
facilities  which  many  of  this  Class  afford  in  convey-  . 
ing  Plunder  from  these  Ships,  has  already  been  ex- 
plained (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  VI.  p.  66.)  and  the  evidence 
of  their  evil  practices  has  been  too  clearly  evinced,  • 
by  numerous  Convictions,  to  admit  of  a doubt,  that 
300  at  least  are  men  of  loose  coiuiuct,  who  require  to 
lie  narrowly  watched,  inasmuch  as  not  a few  of 
them  have  been  proved  guilty  of  seducing  Seamen 
and  others  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage,  and  assisting 
them  in  the  conveyance  and  disposal  of  the  booty. 


VIII.  JouR- 
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VIII.  Journeymen  Lightermen  employed  in 
CONVEYING  Goods  and  Merchandise  to 
AND  FROM  Ships  lading  and  discharging 
IN  THE  River  Thames. 


This  Class  has  been  already  pretty  fully  treated 
on  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  IX.  p,  70.)  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Watermen.  Their  hostility  to  the  secu- 
rity of  Commercial  Property  has  been  already  ex- 
plained;— their  numbers  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Lighters,  which  they  navi- 
gate in  various  branches  of  Tratle.  It  has  been 
shewn  that  the  following  Craft  arc  employed  in 
the  Trade  of  the  River,  exclusive  of  Coal  Barges, 
namely — 


402  Lighters 
388  Punts 

790 


'Employed  in  lading  and  discharging 
Ships  and  Vessels  outward- 
bound  and  homcward-bouiul, 
including  the  VVest-India 
Trade. 


400  Barges  in  the  Deal  and  Timber  Trade. 


1190  . . Total; 

which  may  be  supposed,  making  allowance  for 
absence  and  sickness,  to  give  permanent  and  occa- 
sional employment  to  about  One  Thousand  Five 
Hundred  Journeymen  Lightermen  and  their  Ap- 
prentices. Their  Employers,  the  Master  Lighter- 
men, are  generally  persons  of  much  respectability, 
who  sensibly  feel  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  to 
the  Public  and  to  themselves^  which  result  from  the 

loose 


Digitized  by 


184 


• THEATISE  OM 


loose  conduct  and  profligacy  of  not  a few  of  their 
Journeymen  ; five  Hundred  of  whom  are  supposed 
to  compose  a part  of  the  Criminal  Confederacy  upon 
the  River,  and  to  require  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
Police.  Before  this  new  System  existed,  it  was  not 
unusual  for  this  Class  to  remain  in  their  Lighters  along- 
side of  West-India  Ships  so  long  as  Pilfering  went 
on : wherever  nothing  is  to  be  procured,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  protection  of  the  Police  being 
extended  to  particular  Ships,  they  arc.  now  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  their  Craft  to  be  laden  by  the 
Lumpers,  and  seldom  return  till  called  upon  to  con- 
vey them  to  the  Quays. 


IX.  Mud-labks. 

[The  derivation  of  this  term,  and  the  nature  of  the  Depre-  . 
dations  carried  on  by  those  who  are  distinguished  by  it, 
have  been  already  stated  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  \TI.  p.  68.)] 

The  number  of  individuals  who  compose  this 
Class  cannot  easily  be  ascertained.  They  may  be 
said  to  be  aquatic  Itinerants,  who  increase  or  dimi- 
nish according  to  the  resource  which  is  afforded  for 
obtaining  Pillage  by  their  own  devices,  or  giving 
facilities  to  those  who  convey  Plunder  from  Ships 
and  Craft  in  the  River. — They  are  proper  objects  for 
the  attention  of  the  Police.  Perhaps  their  amount 
may  be  estimated,  in  different  parts  of  the  River 
where  the  Shipping  lie,  at  about  T'jlo  Hundred. 

To 
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To  these  may  be  added  another  Class  of  men, 
uho  follow  the  profession  of  Catching  Rats  on  board 
of  Ships  ; whose  conduct  also  requires  a narrow 
inspection  ; and  as  to  whom  see  Chap.  II.  Div.  VIII. 
p.  69. 

X.  Watchmen  in  Ships  and  Lighters,  and 
UPON  THE  Quays  and  Wharfs  in  the  Port 
OF  London. 

Among  this  Class  there  is  a mixture  of  honest 
and  criminal  Characters ; and  also  not  a few  who, 
without  being  impure  themselves,  from  carelessness 
and  timidity,  or  from  considering  themselves  as  un- 
der the  direction  and  control  of  Mates,  and  per- 
sons having  the  immediate  charge  of  Craft,  suffer 
Depredations  to  be  committed,  and  even  assist  in 
removing  the  spoil  when  required  so  to  do,  by  those 
whom  they  look  up  to  as  their  Superiors.  Nothing 
can  be  upon  a worse  footing  than  the  System  of 
watching  Commercial  Property  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don. * In  most  instances  it  resolves  itself  into  a mere 
mockery  of  Security,  while  the  cxpence  incurred  by 
the  Trade  at  large  is  cnonnous.  The  System  is 
radically  wrong,  and  from  this  source  have  originated 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  detailed  and  ex- 
plained in  this  Work.  It  frequently  happens  from  an 
ill-judged  parsimony,  that  only  a single  Watchman  ii 
employed  to  guard  a valuable  Cargo  in  the  Sl'/p,  and 
in  the  Lighters  ; and  this  feeble  and  ineffectual  guard 
is  trusted,  without  any  relief,  sometimes,  for  three  or 

four 
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four  weeks  together ; and  thus  the  Ship  is  allowed 
to  be  without  protection,  while  this  ineffectual 
guard  is  slumbering,  for  want  of  rest,  in  the 
Lighters.  The  mere  annual  interest  of  the  Property 
lost  by  this  mistaken  oeconomy,  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  support  a regular  and  systematic  Guard, 
controled  and  instructed  by  the  Police,  under  wh^e 
guardianship,  vigilance  would  be  ensured,  and  col- 
lusive and  fraudulent  practiees  prevented. 

On  a supposition  that  the  Watchmen  employed  in 
the  Ships,  and  in  the  numerous  Lighters  and  Craft 
on  the  River,  laden  with  valuable  Property,  toge- 
ther with  those  that  are  employed  as  Guards  upon  the 
Quays  and  Wharfs,  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  from 
Westminster  Bridge  to  Deptford,  rnay  amount  to 
1000;  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  300  at  least,  are 
concerned  in  assisting  in  the  commission  of  Crimes. 

The  following  Estimate,  will  elucidate  and  ex- 
plain the  nature  and  extent  of  the  risque  to  which 
Commercial  Property  is  exposed  in  the  RiverThameS; 

— requiring  an  efficient  Guard : ’ >.  , 


Statement  Joe  a Year  in  Foreign  Trade. 

Cargoes. 

,405  Cargoes  inwards  and  outwards  in  British 
Vessels  is 

2,8  ro 

,843  Cargoes  in  Foreign  Vessels,  supposing  one- 
half  in  Ballast 

1,843 

400  Barges  ^1,140  Craft  laden  with  outward 
402  Lighters  > and  homeward  Cargoes,  on  an 
338  Punts  ^ average  each  40  times  a year 

45,600 

Carried  over  . . . 

5®.2S3 

Brought 
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^ . Brought  ovcr^  ...  . 50,253 

To  which  add 

2tiQ6  Coal  Craft,  having  Cargoes  in  a year,  esti- 
mated at 471788 

» • 

^'otal  number  of  Cargoes,  requiring  to  be  watched, 

exclusive  of  the  Coasting  and  River  Trade,  and 

llie  Property  exposed  on  the  Qiiays,  &c.  . . 98,041 

***  Total  estimated  value  of  the  vvliole  Property, 

* more  or  less  exposed  in  the  course  of  a year  in 
Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  upon  the  Qi_iays, 

Wharfs,  and  Landing  Places  [/)  . , . 60, 597,989 

Sterling. 

t 

XI.  Labourers  on  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  &c,  ' 
IN  THE  Port  op  London,  generally  deno- 
minated Scuffle-Hunters. 

The  general  pursuits,  and  the  universal  Profligacy 
of  this  Class  of  Labourers,  who  may  be  considered 
as  the  Scum  of  Society,  have  already  been  explain- 
ed (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  X.  p.  73.) — Their  number 

* varies  according  to  the  opportunities  which  are  pre- 
sented, for  affording  the  most  productive  harvest  in 
the  scramble  for  Plunder.  This,  however^  to  use 
their  owm  language,  is  generally  found  at  the  Water 
Side,  to  which  they  resort,  in  crowds,  in  the  throng 
Seasons,  and  obtain  occasional  employment  through 
a want  of  a better  Class  of  Labourers. — Perhaps  they 
may  amount  to  aboitl  50t)  in  all. 

{/)  See  Table,  page  zi, 

XII.  La- 
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XII.  LaBOUKERS  IX  THE  DIFFERENT  WAREHOUSES 

IN  WHICH  Commercial  Property  is  deposited 

IN  THE  Port  of  London. — (See  Chap.  II.  p.  76.) 

• 

As  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  value  of  the 
foreign  Merchandise  alone,  imported  into  the  River  * 
Thames,  amounts  to  ,T.25, 137,421  Sterling  in  the 
course  of  a year;  and  as  it  appears  probable,  that  this  , 
immense  Property  cannot  be  contained  in  less  than 
Oru  Million  of  Casks  and  other  Packages-,  the  Ware- 
houses necessary  to  contain  these  Goods  must  not 
only  be  very  extensive,  but  the  Labourers  who  are 
retjuired  to  deposit,  and  afterwards  to  remove  such  a 
mass  of  valuable  Goods,  cither  for  Exportation  or 
home  consumption,  must  be  pretty  numerous  in  all 
the  difTcrent  branches ; and  that  from  the  state  of 
Morals  among  the  lower  Classes,  a general  disposi- 
tion to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  must  prevail  wherever 
opportunities  offer.  This  indeed,  has  been  proved 
to  be  the  case  in  a multitude  of  instances  ; — but- as 
the  Class  denominated  Scuffle-hunters,  who  have 
been  already  estimated,  frequently  mingle  with  the 
others,  the  Labourers  in  the  Warehouses,  in  this 
view,  may  probably  not  exceed  One  Thousand 
on  both  sides  of  the  River,  and  of  these  at  least 
Five  Hundred  may  be  considered  as  implicated  in  the 
general  charge  of  Delinquency. 


ILv'^ing 
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Having  thus  taken  a general  View  of  the  differ- 
ent Classes,  who,  in  the  course  of  their  various 
employments  in  Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  on 
the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  and  in  the  Warehouses  in 
the  Port  of  London,  arc,  more  or  less,  the  objects 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  from  the  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  of  the  turpitude  of 
their  conduct ; it  now  remains  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  those  more  atrocious  Offen- 
ders, who  seek  not  for  the  cover  of  employment  in 
committing  their  Depredations  on  Commercial  Pro- 
perty : — at  the  head  of  this  Class  stand — 

I 

, XIII.  River  Pirates- 

The  detail  of  the  evil  practices  of  this  abandoned 
race  of  men,  which  is  given  in  the  Second  Chapter, 
(Division  II.  p.  50.)  supersedes  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther observ'ation  as  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  their 
Iniquities.  Whatever  a return  of  Peace  may  pro- 
ducc,  their  numbers  have  certainly  diminished,  as 
has  been  already  noticed,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  ; and,  probably,  could  not  be  estimated 
at  more  than  One  Jlufuireih,  when  (he  Marine  Police 
was  estahlished. 

XIV.  Night  Plunderers. 

• 

This  Class  comprising  not  a few  of  the  W’^atcr- 
men.  Coopers  and  Lumpers,  who  h.avc  been  already 
enumerated,  it  may  probably  be  nearest  the  truth 
• to 
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to  estimate  them  at  not  more  than  Two  HundreJ, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Poliee. 
Their  illegal  practices  arc  elucidated  and  explained 
in  Chapter  II.  (Division  III.  p.  52,  &c.) 

XV.  Light  IIorsemkk. 

These  have  been  explained  in  the  Sceond  Chap- 
ter, (Division  III.p.  .58.)  to  be  men  acting  in  concert 
with  the  lit-ct'hers.  Mutes  and  Revettue  Officers,  on 
board  Ships  in  the  Night,  and  in  consequence  of 
previous  preparations,  removing  Commercial  articles 
(particularly  Wcst-lmlia  Commodities,)  to  a great 
amount.  The  mischief  they  did  was  of  course  ex- 
tensive ; but  their  transactions  having  been  the 
result  of  a preconcerted  plan,  and  requiring  great 
caution  in  the  selection  of  the  Labourers,  it  was 
certainly  confined,  comparatively,  to  a few  hands. 
Exclusive  of  the  Mates,  Rcvnme  Ojficers  and  Re- 
ceivers ; — considered  separately  — they  probably, 
never  at  anv  time  exceeded  Two  Ilufidred. 

XVI.  Receivers  op  Commercial  and  Pcblic 
Property  imported  into,  and  exported  pro.m, 
THE  River  Thames. 

In  looking  at  the  various^ ramifications  of  this 
Pand a;moniu.m  of  Iniquity,  from  which  has  gradu- 
ally sprung  up  all  those  evils  which  have  proved  so 
destructive  to  public  Morals,  and  to  the  Security  of 

Commercial 
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Commercial  Property,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  examples  which  are  here  exhibited 
of  the  power  of  avarice  over  the  human  mind,  in 
drawing,  in  several  instances,  men  of  Property  from 
the  line  of  rectitude,  which  their  situation  in  Society 
renders  it  their  interest  to  pursue ; — in  plunging 
' them  into  an  abyss  of  Turpitude  and  Crimes,  and 
subjecting  them  to  those  penal  hazards,  from  which 
a purer  conduct  might  exempt  them,  with  perhaps 
an  equal  chance  of  accumulating  w'ealth  through 
the  medium  of  honest  industry.  Yet  such  is  the 
passion  for  becoming  suddenly  rich,  and  for  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  indulging  in  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, that  it  is  to  be  lamented  among  the  various 
Criminal  Devices  to  which  men  resort  to  gratify 
avaricious  desires  ; the  purchase  of  Stolen  Property 
is  one,  which  not  only  spreads  broad  and  wide  in  this 
great  Metropolis,  but  also  attaches  to  Individiuals, 
who,  moderating  their  views,  might  pass  through 
life  with  credit  and  reputation,  without  resorting  to 
such  Critninal  Subterfuges. 

The  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  not  only 
of  the  systematic  Trade  of  receiving  and  purchasing, 
at  very  reduced  prices.  Commercial  Articles  of  great 
value  ; but  also  of  planning  and  assisting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  designs,  which  have  Robbery  and  Plunder 
for  their  object,  convey  to  the  mind  a very  melan- 
choly picture  of  human  nature.  But  when  to  this 
arc  added  deliberate  attempts  to  seduce  men,  hav- 
ing the  trust  of  a valuable  property,  from  the  paths 

of 
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of  honesty,  by  persuading  them  to  commit  felonies, 
and  by  holding  out,  not  only  those  facilities  which 
may  assist  them  in  eluding  detection  ; but  also  the 
wages  of  Iniquity  in  a large,  though  an  inadequate 
pecuniary  reward,  when  opposed  to  the  booty  which 
is  obtained,  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  a species 
of  turpitude  thus  aggravated  and  increased,  without 
feeling  a strong  anxiety  to  see  remedies  applied  to  an 
evil  of  the  greatest  magni  tude. 

This  mischievous  horde  of  delinquents,  who  thus 
propagate  and  nourish  criminal  offences,  may  be 
divided  into  twelve  different  classes. 

I.  Itecek  ers  of  the  more  opulent  class  ; to  w'hom  the 
foregoing  observations  particularly  apply.  Theseavail- 
ing  themselves  of  the  pecuniary  resourses  they  pos- 
sess, give  existence  and  vigour  to  depredation,  upon 
a large  scale,  by  solicitations  and  facilities,  without 
which  they  could  not  have  been  committed ; and  when 
under  the  embarrassment  of  detection,  avail  them- 
scl  ves  of  their  pecuniary  resources,  in  calling  forth 
the  talents  of  Counsel  and  the  whole  chicane  of  the 
law,  to  enable  them  to  elude  the  punishment  due  to 
their  crimes ; in  which  the  friends  of  Morality  and 
Justice  have  to  lament  that  they  are  too  often  suc- 
cessful, producing  thereby  incalculable  injuries  to 
the  Conmumity  at  large. 

Of  all  others,  the  individuals  of  this  class  arc  the 
most  noxious  and  destructive  to  Commercial  Pro- 
perty. Some  of  tltcin  have  carried  on  Sugar  Refineries 
chiefly  by  the  spoliation  which  they  fostered  and  en- 
couraged. 
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coaraged.  They  have  accumalated  wealth  ty  pur- 
chasing Tea,  CofFee,  Hemp,  Ashes,  Deals,  THinber,  * 
and  many  great  articles  of  Commerce,  at  ver>-  re- 
dooed  prices,  which  their  credit  in  the  Commercial 
World  has  enabled  them  to  dispose  of,  without 
•ospicion,  at  the  full  value. 

H.  necehers  of  an  hiferior  Class,  who  are  in  con- 
nection with  small  Grocers,  and  venders  of  Smuggled 
Goods,  through  whose  medium  the  Lumpers  have 
teen  accustomed  to  dispose  of  the  Plunder  they  ob- 
tained, and  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  false 
Bills  of  Parcels  to  the  Houses  and  Shops  of  the 
^rchasers,  whose  dealings  amounted  to  a large  sum 
in  the  course  of  a year. 

in.  Receivers,  in  connection  with  Revenue 
cers,  who  are  denominated  Copemen,  and  who  con- 
tribute, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  Pillage 
'Which  has  taken  place  in  outward  and  homeward- 
■bound  Ships,  by  the  assistance  they  afford  in  finding 
means  to  convey  the  articles  on  shore,  and  afterwards 
in  disposing  of  them. 

IV.  Receivers  who  keep  Shops  for  the  Purchase 
and  sale  of  Old  Iron  and  Old  Stores,  Hand  Stuff, 
Junk  and  Rags,  who  deal  with  the  Stealere  of 
Cordage,  Metals,  and  other  articles,  which  they 
arc  ever  ready  to  purchase,  at  an  under  price,  with- 
out asking  questions,  and  not  seldom  to  cover  the 
unlawful  possession  of  King  s Cordage,  by  certifi- 
cates of  similar  Stores,  purchased  at  the  Sale  of  un- 
serviceable articles  at  the  Docl^-yards. 

Q V.  Receive  IS 
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V.  Rgftivers  who  keep  small  Grocers'  Shops,  and 
Chandlers'  Shops  for  Com,  and  other  articles. — These 
enuDurage  Labourers,  and  others,  who  v uik  on  Ship> 
board  and  in  Warehouses,  to  purioin  Sugar, 
Rum,  Coffee,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Dutch  Cheeses, 
Com,  and  various  other  articles  which  are  instantly 
purchased,  under  circumstances  which  denote  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  articles  being  Stolen. 

VI.  Publicans  who  arc  in  the  habit  of  giving 
credit  to  Lumpers,  and  other  Aquatic  Labourers, 
receiving  in  payment  whatever  they  can  steal  and 
purloin  from  Ships  and  Vessels  iu  the  River  Thames, 
and  from  the  Wharfs  and  Warehouses  adjacent 
thereto ; or  permitting  their  houses  to  be  a general 
rendezvous  for  Journeymen  Coopers,  who  commit 
«cts  of  Pillage  in  the  Warehouses,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  removing  Samples. 

\'1I.  Small  Manufacturers  of  Twine  and  Ropes, 
who  are  in  connection  with  the  Labourers  on  board 
of  Ships  from  Russia,  attd  with  Night  Plutidcrcr* 
who  pillage  llcmp  Ligliters  : Supplying  thcmscivcs 
in  this  manner  with  the  cliicf  pan  of  the  Raw  Ma- 
-If  rials  whjeh  they  work  up  at  a very  utulcr  price, 
and  encouraging  this  species  of  Depredation,  (which 
has  gotte  to  a great  extent  annually,)  by  applications 
to  those  whose  situation  at  the  time  afl'onls  them  op- 
portunities of  obtaining,  by  unlawful  means,  this 
ptirticular  article. 

VIII.  Fonah  Rcceh’crs  who  keep  bouses  of  ill- 
fame,  or  arc  otherwise  in  tonnceiion  with  the  Sea- 
i - meu 
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men  on  board  the  Ships  and  Ve^elsdn  tbe  River  ■ 
Thames. — ^These,  after  plundering  the  thoughtless' 
men  of  their  wages,  by  the  most  infamous  means,  en- ' 
OOurage  them  to  pilfer  and  steal  whatever  can  be 
obtained ; in  the  sale  of  which  they  are  generally  ’ 
cheated  of  three-fourths  of  the  value.  This  ill-got 
wealth  is  speedily  dissipated  in  riot  and  dcbaucheryj 
and  the  Depredations  renewed,  subject  to  a re- 
petition of  the  same  frauds  and  impositions. 

■ IX.  Covetous  Receivers,  whose  attention  is  direct- 
ed to  good  Bargains,  and  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
ptirchasing  Smuggled  Goods  and  cheap  articles  with- 
out asking  questions. 

■ X.  Careless  Receivers,  who  without  meditating 
any  evil  design,  purchase,  indiscriminately,  what- 
ever they  can  obtain  cheap,  under  the  idea  that  it  is' 
the  private  adventure  of  Sea-faring  men,  or  their 
connections.  For  this  species  of  traffic,  there  are 
multitudes  of  open  doors  in  every  Street  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River  on  both  sides,  from  London 
Bridge  to  Blackwall  and  Greenwich. 

• XI.  Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Naval  and  VictuaU 
mg  Stores,  residing  at  the  Towns  and  Villages  from 
Deptford  to  Leigh  and  Sheerness,  on  both  sides  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  on  the  River  Mctlway,  and  from 
thence  to  Chatham.  These  afford  infinite  facilities 
to  persons  who  navigate  Hoys,  and . other  Vessels  in 
the  SCTvicc  of  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  what- 
ever can  be  abstracted  from  their  Cargoes,  Stores  or 
Materials ; and  who  arc  also  in  lihe  habit  of  pinr- 

o 1 chasinir 


Digitizi 


TUATISB  OH 


196 

chasing  ffora  thfe  Mates  and  Crews  of  Trading  Ves- 
sels whatever  they  bring  for  Sale  w’ithout  asking 
questions.  They  are  discovered  to  be  a very  mis- 
chievous class  of  men,  and  require  to  be  narrowly 
watched. 

• XII.  ReceiverSy  and  others  wlio  keep  single- 
horse  Carts,  and  collect  old  Iron,  Copper  Bolts,  Nails, 
and  different  Metals;  also  Junk,  Cordage,  and  Shipa’ 
Stores,  &c.  at  the  Dock-yards  of  Deptford,  Woolwich, 
Sltcerticss,  and  Chatham,  by  holding  out  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  have  op(x)rt unities  to  pilfer  and 
steal, by  tlie  purchase  of  such  articles  at  an  underprice. 
Those  single-horse  Carts  have  greatly  increased  of 
laic  years,  and  the  facditics  they  afford  in  the  im- 
mediate conveyance  of  King's  Stores  td  places  of 
concealment,  together  with  the  lurCs  they  hold  out 
to  Labourers  and  others  to  ^Ifcr  and  steal,  ha\r 
long  rendered  them  objects  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  Police.  Their  rapid  iacrease  too  affords 
Strong  ’grounds  of  snspicion^  that  the  evils  they 
gcr.cratc  arc  multiplying  every  year. 

Ill  Estimating  th6  number  of  these  respective 
Classes  of  Receivers,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
mind  cannot  be  assisted  by-  any  accurate  ibua. — 
KeiXiurse  mull,  therefore,  be  had  to  those  lights 
which  cxfx;riencc,  in  executing  the  dutidi  of  a Ma- 
gistrate, Upon  a Very  extensive  scale,  has  snggested; 
aided  by  minute  inquiries,  and  by  an  atteim^^  vtcmt 
of  the  diflerent  ramifications  of  these  \-afious  uot- 
iicrics  uf  Crii^i  inality. 

1 VTiih 
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With  the  assistance  therefore,  of  such  informa- 
tion, as  experience  and  investigation  have  furnished, 
the  following  general  view  of  the  probable  numbers 
of  those  noxious  Members  of  Society,  in  their  dif- 
ferent Classes,  is  offered  to  the  considenation  of  the 
Reader : — 


1st  Opulent  Receivers  who  trade  on  a large  Scale  . 20 
2d.  Inferior  Receives  who  deal  with  fwtimpefs,  &c.  <25 

3d.  Copemen  in  connection  wit|i  Revenue  Officers  20 
4th.  Dealers  in  Old  Iron,  and  Old  Ships’  Storea,  &c.  55 

5th.  Small  Grocers  and  Chandlers 55 

6th.  Publicans 35 

7th.  Twine  and  Rope  Spinners 70 

8th.  Female  Receivers 50 

9th.  Covetous  Receivers 60 

loth.  Careless  Receivers 150 

t|th.  Receivers  on  the  Banks  of  tl;e  aqd 

Medway  below  Deptford 40 

12th.  Jew  Receivers  and  others  who  travel  >vith  (Carts  f fo 


Total  ....  550 

It  now  becomes  necessary,  after  the  foregoing  de- 
lineation of  a very  melancholy  picture  of  the  com- 
poncirt  parts  of  this  great  maotiinoi  of  Turpitude, 
which  has  so  long  been  moved  with  iimpaniiV)  and  ^ 
which  has. proved -so  hostile  to  -rights of  iono- 
conce,.  and'  to  the  best 'interests,  of  €k}otmcrae  and 
Navigation,  toex^nbit  the  whole  in  f oolleoted  point 
of  view  by  the  followihg 

. ..  I • . . • ■ J .•  • !i  i ■ 

RECAPITULATION, 


treatise  Off 


J9« 
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Total  Number.  Delinquents. 
1st.  Mates  of  Ships  and  Vessels  3.444  — 500 


‘ ad.  Inferior  Officers  and  Crews 

24,000. 

— 

4,000 

3d.  Revenue  Officers,  dec.  . . 

1,400 

— 

700 

4th.  Lumpers 

1,400 

— 

1,200 

5th.  Coal-heavers 

800 

— 

600 

6th.  Coopers 

400 

— 

300 

7th.  Watermen 

900 

— 

500 

8th.  Lightermen  . . ; . 

1,500 

— 

500 

9th.  Night  Watchmen  . . . 

1,000 

— 

300 

' loth.  Scuffle-Hunters  . . . . 

500 

— 

500 

iith.  Labourers  in  WMchouses 

1,000 

— 

500 

• • ■ 

36.344 

9,600 

liih.  River  Pirates  , . . . 

• • • 

• • 

. 100 

13th.  Night  Plunderers  . . . 

• • 

. 200 

14th.  Light-Horsemen  . . . 

• • • 

• 

200 

15th.  Receivers,  including  (12  Classes)  . 

• • 

• '550 

.J<th,  Mudlarks  and  Rat-Catchers  . . 

• • 

. 200 

Total  . . . 101850 


As  in  Military  Tactics  an  experienced  General 
wiH  feel  it  his  doty  to  consider  well  the  force  and 
position  of  an  opposing  enemy,  with  respect  to  the 
condition,  and  arrangement  of  his  own  strength,  so 
’ in  a warfare  upon  hosts  of  Criminal  Delinquents,  it 
becomes  equally  necessary  to  estimate  their  puro- 
j bers,  and  the  hostile  plans  they  have  concerted 
. t against 


Digitized  by  Google 


RIVER  POLICE. 


.199 

against  the  property  of  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Community,  before  measures  of  opposition  are  at- 
tempted. 

In  organizing  therefore,  the  System  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police,  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  all  the  various  detachments  and  subdivisions 
which  formed  the  general  army  of  Delinquents,  have 
been  fully  appreciated,  and  the  establishment  was 
by  degrees  adapted,  as  far  as  limited  funds  and  defici- 
ent laws  would  admit,  to  the  object  of  eradicating 
the  mischief  by  an  ultimate  conquest,  on  the  principles 
of  prevention,  rather  than  severity ; and  with  this 
particular  view,  it  at  length  assumed  the  form  which 
is  now  to  be  explained. 

I.  A Judicial  Department,  where  Magistrates  pre- 
side for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of 
offences  committed  in  Ships,  Vessels  or  Craft,  in 
the  River  Thames,  dr  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  by  the 
stealing  of  any  part  of  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Stores, 
or  Cargoes  -of  making  Adjudications  and  Con- 
victions, in  cases  of  Misdemeanors; — and  of  com- 
mitting for  trial  for  higher  offences. 

To  this  Department  is  attached  a mperinmnding 
resident  Magistrate,  two  Judicial  Clerks,  a Chief 
Constable,  and  seven  Petty  Constables.  Any  Police 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  Ciounty^of 
Middlesex,  may  assist  the  Magistrates  in  their  judt- 
cial  Functions,  , . 
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II.  A.  Marine  Police,  or  Prevaiiive  Depart- 
menty  under  the  particular  direction  of  the  Super- 
igtendiug  and  Resident  Magistrate,  to  which  the 
following.  Officers  are  attached : — 

1st.  I Chief  Clerk  and  Cashier,  ftir  general  purposes. 

2d.  I HoufeSurveyorand  Superintendent  of  Ship  Coflstablos. 

3d.  4.  Boat  Surveyors,  for  visiting  Ships,  &c. 

4fh.  5 Perambulating  Surveyors,  for  River  duty. 

5th.  18  Watermen  attached  to  these  Surveyors. 

6th.  I Surveyor  of  the  Quays. 

Tlh.  2 Asastant  Surveyors. 

8th.  go  Quay  Guards  under  thw  Superintcudance. 

62 


Ship  Constables  are  only  employed  on  the  appli- 
cat^o^  of^  the  Ship  Ownera,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Stores,  and  CacgOi 
from  Plunder  during  tho  discharge.  They  arc  con- 
sidered as  efficient  Substitutes  for  the  very  inefficient 
Watchmen  formerly  employet^  and  are  of  course 
paid  by  the  Ship-Owners.  The  Ghiay  Guard  i»  at 
present  defrayed  from  a,  Fund  contributed  by  the 
Wc%India,  Planters  and  Merchants.  Their  em- 
ployment. peases  when  the  Cargoes,  ttoder  the  pro- 
tect ^*olice,  arc.warehoused^, 

...  Uhl) 
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III.  A Depariment  for  employing  Lumpen  far 
ih$  purpose  tf  discharging  Skips,  as  a further  means  ^ 
preventing  Plunder. — Also  under  the  particuUr  con- 
trol of  the  superintending  and  resident  Magistrate, 
to  which  the  following  Officers  are  attached: 

1st.  1 Superintendant  of  Luropexs. 

2d.  1 Collecting  Clerk. 

3d.  I Assistant  Clerk  in  the  Ofljee  for  Lumpers. 
4th.  80  Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  instnicted. 

5th.  820  Working  Lumpers,  coturoled  by  the 
Polioei  and  more  or  less  employed  as 
occasion  requires : (average  ntimber.) 

Total  abobt  900 

The  plan  upon  which  the  1/umping  System  is 
conducted,  is  detailed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  West- 
India  Committee  in  the  Appoidix  V.  and  the 
Kuks  explanatory  of  the  expcnce,  in  Appendix  IV. 

IV.  A General  Department  for  the  Accounts  and 
other  purposes — Under  the  direction  of  the  Magis- 
trate*. 

1st.  A Cashier,  colkcuog  Clerk  and  ofther  Clerks,  already 
mentioned. 

2d.  A Solicitor  under' the  directiaa'of-the  Commercial  body, 
so  far  as  rektes  to  the  prosecution  of Offenders. 

3d.  A House-keeper  and  OlKcedseepcr.  > 

4th.  A Houc-watchman. 

The  total  number  of  persons  composing  the  whole 
establishment,  who  are  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices 
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vices  from  Funds  issued  by  Government,  and 
from  Contributions  by ‘the  West-India  Planters  and 
Merchants,  may  be  arranged  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing 

. RECAPITULATION. 

I St.  The  Judicial  Department. 

Superintending  Magistrate — No  Rcniimcration. 
Resident  Magistrate  . I _ Salaries. 

Judicial  Cleiks  . -2 

Constables  ....  8 

— II  . ;^.98o  o o 

2d.  The  Marine  Police  Department. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Cashier  i 
Surveyors  on  the  River  g 
House  Surveyor  . . i 

Watermen  . . . i8 

— 29  . 1700  o o 

Qiiay  Surveyors  . . 3 

" Qtiay  Guards  . . 30 

— 33  • 950  o o 

3d.  The  Department  for  Lumpers. 

Superiotendant  of  Lumpers  i 
Collecting  Clerk  . • . i 

Assistant  Clerk  . . . i 

— 3 . 270  o 6 

4th*  The  General  Department. 

Solicitor  for  Prosecutions  1 
Office-keeper  . . . . i 

House-keeper  . . . 1 . 

House  Watchman  . . 1 

■ — 4 . 200  o o 

Total  persons  . 80*  jf.4,100  o o 
. r j Brought 
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Brought  over  . 4,100  o o 
House,  Taxes,  Law  Charges,  Sutionary, Coals, 

Candles,  Boat  cxpcnces,  premiums  for  Ser-  L 900  o o 
vices,  and  contingent  Charges,  5fc.  &c.  . 3 

Total  expence  on  the  present  Scale  . £ .5,000  o o 

The  number  of  persons  who  are  remunerated  for 
ihcir  labour  and  services  by  Ship-Owners,  have  been 
already  stated,  to  include  the  Ship-Constables  and 
the  Lumpers,  viz. 

ist.  [220  Ship  Constables  paid  as  Watchmen  only, 
when  employed. 

ad.  900  Lumpers  who  receive  the  usual  Wages, 
en  called  to  perform  the  labour  of 

the  discharge. 

Total  . 1120 

As  this,  however.  Is  no  new  expence,  it  is  unne- 
cessary, and  even  impossible  to  state  the  annual 
amount,  as  it  varies  according  to  the  Calls  which  are 
made  upon  the  Institution  for  this  additional  means 
of  security  ; to  promote  which,  it  certainly  operates 
very  powerfully  ; and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  this  sin- 
gular advantage,  in  favour  of  the  Freighters  and  Pro- 
prietors of  Cargoes,  are  so  backward  in  their  applica- 
tions, since  no  expence  is  thereby  incurred  which  they 
did  not,  or  ought  not,  to  have  disbursed  for  Watch- 
men and  Lumpers  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police.  Q) 

Ir)  See  Appendix  III.  IV.  V. 

kecapitulation 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of  tht  whck  Civil  Force  of  the  Mtuine  Police,  permanent  and 
Ufaihnal  at  now  systematized. 


Permanent 

Establishment. 


-1st.  Judicial  Department  . . . 

\ 2d.  Marine  Police  Department  ". 
A 3d.  Department  for  Lumpers 
^ 4th.  General  Department  . 


rShip  Constables,  sworn  and  in* 
Occasional  

Establishment,  1 Lumpers,  sworn  and  in* 

for  Protection  j st^^ted 

and  Labour.  Working  Lumpers  under  the 
, control  of  the  Police  . 


II 

62 

3 

4 

— 80 


220 

80 

820 

— 1120 


Total  . . 1200 

Such  is  the  Civil  force  {permanent  and  occasional) 
which  has  been  opposed  to  the  phalanx  of  Delin- 
quents, who  have  assumed  so  formidable  an  aspect, 
as  appears  from  the  detail  of  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings which  has  been  brought  nndcr  the  review 
of  the  Reader  in  this  Chapter. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  jdan,  the  River 
Tliames  was  without  a single  Police  Guard-boat, 
and  no.antulpte  exi.sied  against  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  Itn'er  Pirates,  Night  Plunderers,  or 
general  conflagration  ‘arising  from  the  diabolical 
designs  of  incendiaries. 

The  various  cla^f  .0^ reigned  long 
• • - . - , undisturbed 
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tfiKlisturbed  ; thdir  plans  of  Depredation  had  been 
completely  systematised,  as  has  been  already  shown  ^ 
and  they  had  become  exceedingly  bold  and  auda« 
clous. 

In  attempting  therefore,  to  resist  sueh  a numer* 
ous  and  powerful  confederaey,  it  became  indi^eii« 
sably  necessary  to  understand  their  variovs  modes  of 
proceeding,  and  to  adapt  the  s|*stem  of  prevention  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  df  the  case. 

The  object  in  view  was  to  eradicate  the  mischief 
so  far  as  related  to  Wcst-lndia  Ppoperty^  more  by 
measures  of  prudence,  and  precautions  Of  a preveh* 
bve  hatme  than  by  force,  yioleiice  and  seterky  — 
The  task  was  arduous-‘~6»it  bs  rttohftielti  and 
tioM  were  to  be  opposed  to  long  habks  of  («rpititde« 
the  difficultitt  were  to  be  ovcreoiRc  by  establishki^ 
ah  accurate  sy^dm^  and  by  folkming  it  up  with 
v^onr  and  perseverance. 

The  first  stqj  therefotc,  was  to  tKsf  ipiinc  and 
struct  the  subordihaPte  Gifioers  in  all  thdr  respecHoe 
depso’ttnents,  (md  to  impress  upon  their, tnincls  the 
nature  and  importance  -of  the  duty  assigned  thnn. 

With  this  immediate  view,  instructions  were  drawn 
up  for  the  House  Constables — Ship  Sur*J0ors  and 
Ter  ambulatory  Surveyors  and  their  Watermen,  on, 
the  :/2fwr^-^for  the  SttperinHndant  of  Lmttptrs,  the 
Mmter  Inintpers,  and  Ship  VmHeMes  t fthd  'l^dwi^ 
for  the  Surveyors  upon  the  'Quays,  ahd  'the  Cuarcls 
'uruJer  their  direction ; together  with  a solemn  oath  of 
Office,  applicable  to  the  situation  and  functions  of 

each 
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each  class  of  Officers,  (h)  In  a charge  which  was 
also  given  by  the  superintending  Magistrate,  the 
peculiar  duty  of  each  class  was  explained,  with  the 
strongest  injunctions  to  conduct  themselves  with 
purity,  attention,  prudence  and  discretion, — ^warn- 
ing them  of  the  vigilance  with  which  their  conduct 
would  be  watched,  and  the  infamy  and  disgrace 
which  would,  unquestionably  follow  any  departure 
from  the  line  of  rectitude  they  had  solemnly  sworn 
to  pursue,  in  case  of  detection,  which  from  the 
system  of  Checks  which  was  established,  was  render- 
ed unavoidable. 

» , 

The  delivery  of  the  first,  and  all  subsequent  Ships 
which  have  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Institu- 
tion, commenced  by  pasting  or  nailing  upon  the 
Main-mast,  a printed  paper  in  large  characters,  en- 
titled a Caution  against  Pillage  and  Plunder,  (i)  which 
the  Police  Constables  were  instructed  to  read  aloud 
as  soon  as  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers  were  assembled, 
and  before  they  began  working.  (^) 

At  first,  the  necessity  of  adopting  these  and  other 
preventive  measures,  and  the  labour  of  examining, 

(i)  See  Apf«ndix  No.  VI.  for  the  Instructions  to  these  respective 
Officers,  and  the  Oaths  of  Office  administered  to  each. 

(t)  Sec  Appendix  No.  VII. 

• (i)  Some  months  ^ce,  a gang  of  Lumpers,  after  coming  on 
board  to  discharge  a West-India  Ship,  quitted  their  employment 
instantly  on  the  appearance  of  the  Police  Officers,  and  on  their 
reading  the  Caution.  The  reason  was  afterwards  discovered ; 
they  went  on  board  for  Plunder,  under  an  impression  that  the  Ship 
was  not  under  the  Police ; finding  themalvcs  disappointed,  they 
resorted  to  an  unguarded  Ship^ 

instruct- 
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instructing,  and  bringing  into  a state  of  discipline  • 
such  a number  of  Officers,  was  excessive.  For  al- 
though the  appointments  were  chiefly  made  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  West-India  Merchants  and 
Ship-Owners,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expected  where 
the  applications  were  so  numerous,  that  all  who  were 
employed  could  be  correct  characters.  This  import- 
ant deficiency  was  therefore  to  be  made  up  by  dis-. 
cipline,  instruction,  and  superin  tendance.  It  was 
necessary,  not  only  to  teach  every  man  his  duty 
but  to  establish  those  checks  which  would  secure  the 
performance  of  it.  It  was  a new  experiment  to 
overawe  delinquents,  by  convincing  them  that  in  the 
system  which  was  established,  there  existed  a suffi- 
cient portion  both  of  vigilance  to  detect,  and  of 
strength  and  resolution  to  seize  every  person  detected 
in,  or  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to 
convey  them  instantly  before  the  Magistrate,  whose 
powers  are  well-known  to  every  culprit. 

From  the  constant  perambulation  of  the  Police 
Boats,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  with  power  to  seize 
and  apprehend  dclinquentsconvcying  stolen  Property; 
they  speedily  began  to  sec  iheir  danger.  The  strength 
opposed  to  them  was  systematic  and  regular.  Firm- 
ness and  perseverance  were  the  leading  characteris- 
tics of  the  design.  No  relaxation  of  discipline  could 
be  dispensed  with.  The  duly  assigned  each  indivi- 
dual, must  be  carefully  and  punctually  performed. 
Means  existed  of  immediately  discovering  every 
act  of  inattention  or  neglect.  The  fust  was  noticed 
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by  a severe  reprimand  and  admonition.  The  fatter 
by  an  instantaneous  dismission.  It  was  laid  down  as 
a fixed  principle,  that  immediate  access  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates might  be  had  wherever  an  occasion  required, 
by  the  lowest  Officer  on  the  establishment.  When  a 
complaint  was  to  be  heard,  a grievance  redressed,  or 
information  to  be  given,  ihcparty,  without  the  media- 
tion of  any  one,  had  full  liberty  of  applying  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates who  heard  the  whole  circumstance,  and  such 
orders  were  made  as  the  nature  of  the  case  required. 

Hence  has  this  new  Establishment  afforded  an 
undeniable  InsUince,  to  exemplify  the  wonderful 
effect  of  Police  Institution  properly  systematized. 

The  powers  which  the  Officers  were  known  to 
possess  ; the  control  under  whidh  they  acted,  and 
their  immediate  connection  with  Magistrates,  who 
devoted  their  whole  attention  to  the  object, — all 
these  operated  as  a host  against  'Criminal  Confedera- 
cies. While  common  Watchmen,  from  their  want 
oT discipline  and. authority,  excited  no  dread,  and 
operated  in  no  respect  to  prevent  the  evil,  these 
Ship-Officers,  acting  under  the  instrnction  of  the 
police  Magistrates,  produced  an  effect  beyond  What 
was  possible  to  have  been  conceived, — not  only  in  the 
protection  of  the  Commercial  Property,  but  also  in 
the  .preservation  of  his  Majesty’s  Revenue : while  the 
combined  strength  of  the  Establishment  contributed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  general  security  ofl^ip- 
ping,  and  Commercial  Property,  against  the  iniqui- 
tous design  of  Incendiaries,  and  the  dangers  of  Con- 
* flaffrations. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Tlu  immediate  effects  of  the  River  Police  Institution f 
in  the  protection  afforded  to  West-hulia  Property-— 
Exemplified  by  a comparison  of  the  Old  and  New 
System,  in  delivering  the  Cargoes  of  Ships  and  Ves- 
sels with  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  Colonial  Articles. 
— The  unaccountable  conduct  of  a certain  portion  of 
the  Ship  Oivncrs  noticed: — Animadversions  thereon. 
— The  injuries  which  Property  sustained,  by  the  dis- 
position shewn  to  dety  every  countenance  to  the  New 
Police  System  : — The  success  of  the  design  evinced, 
by  its  surmounting  all  difficulties : — Its  utility  prov- 
ed by  the  honourable  testimony  of  reputable  Ship- 
Masters  in  the  JVest-Ituiia  Trade : By  the  public 
approbation  of  the  Wharfingers : By  the  Resolution 
of  the  West- India  Committee  \ and  the  public  testi- 
mony of  the  Body  of  Planters : — A Statement  of 
additional  proofs  of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Institution,  by  the  general  ffect  it  has  pro- 
duced in  over-awing  and  restraining  the  commission 
of  acts  of  Delinquency,  by  those  Classes  of  Aquatic 
Labourers  who  were  formerly  the  chief  Agents  in 
facilitating  the  conv^ance  of  Plunder ; and  by  the 
Criminal  Purchasers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River 
The  utility  of  the  Institution  also  proved,  by  the 
diminution  of  the  Custom-house  Sales : — By  the 
Ptimskment  of  about  200  Offenders,  and  ly  the 
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geTwral  vigilance  of  the  System,  by  vchich  in'  the 
course  of  the  first  Season,  the  Saving  to  the  Incii- 
vieiuals  ami  the  Revenue  is  estimated  at  1 50,000/. 


As  in  Military  Warfare  an  enemy  is  intimidated 
by  the  power,  strength,  and  superior  position  of  the 
opposing  army,  so  in  the  arrangements  which  are 
tbrmcfl  for  the  conquest  of  Delinquency,  are  im- 
pression?  excited  in  proportion  to  the  apparent 
energy  of  the  design,  and  the  features  of  vigilance, 
which  it  exhibits  wherever  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
heudetl. 

The  various  and  extended  ramifications  of  a Sys- 
tem, calculated  in  its  nature  to  attack  at  once  the 
•whole  mass  of  Turpitude  which  existed,  and  to  meet 
and  op|X)se  the  hydra  in  all  the  different  forms  which 
it  assumed,  were  contemplated  by  the  cneiny  with 
a mixture  of  dread  and  malignity,  which  afterwards 
manifested  itself  by  ebullitions  of  rage  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Conscious  however,  of  the  insults  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  injuretl  Laws  of  the  Counir}-,  by  a 
course  of  delinquency  unparalleled  in  its  extent  and 
magnitude,  the  conquest  became  less  difficult  than 
in  cases  of  Military  M'arfiirc. 

The  various  classes  of  Offenders  perceiving  that 
every  vulnerable  jioint  was  guarded,  felt  for  once 
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lh«  povfcr  of  the  Law,  when  cxerciscJ  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a well-regulated  Police,  and  appeared 
resigned  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  their  evil 
pursuits.  The  result  was,  that  the  Kiver  Thames,, 
from  being  crowded  with  Boats  of  all  descriptions^ 
during  the  discharge  of  the  West-India  Fleets,  be- 
came unusually  still  and  quiet. 

The  great  engine  of  the  Preventive  System  was 
• put  immediately  in  a state  of  activity  by  the  de- 
livery of  West-Fndia  Ships,-  (whenever  applieationsr 
were  made,)  through  the  medium  of  sworn  Foremen 
properly  instructed,  and  Registered  Lumpers,  with 
the  addition  of  Ship  Constables  for  the  protection 
of  the  Cargo,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the  Lighters.. 
The  effect  of  this  cannot  be  better  explained  than- 
by  exhibiting  the  following  comparative  View,  be- 
tween the  System  that  prevailed  under  the  old’ 
regimen,  and  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  Riyer 
Police. 


The  Practice  explaintd  under 
theCld  System. 

I.  LuMrits. 

Notwithstanding  many  ex- 
CtHent  rtgulations  which  have' 
been  made  by  the  Wnt-India 
Merchants,  and  various  expedi- 
ents which  have  been  tried  with- 
in the  last  forty  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  Sys- 
tem of  working  out  West  India' 
Cargoes, 


Tke  Practice  expiained  under- 
the  Marine  Pobce  System. 

1.  Lutmas. 

' Although  it  was  no  part 
the  original  Plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  Establishment  to  under-’ 
take  to  6nd  labourers  to  unload 
the  cargoes  of  West-India  Ships,  t 
yet  with  a view  to  a'  radical* 
core  of  a very  enormous  evih  ; 
it  was  afterwards  deuraaiaed  to 
r'z  attach 
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Cargoes,  so  v to  prevent  the 
enonnoos  pillage  and  plunder 
which  took  place,  these  cargoes, 
Vvith  some  few  exceptions,  have 
continued  to  be  discharged  under 
contract,  hy  a class  of  men  called 
Master  Lumpers,  consisting  of 
publicans  and  persons  of  very 
doubtful  characters,  who,  with 
the  exception  of  five  or  six,  are 
known  to  have  betrayed  their 
trust  in  the  most  shameful  man- 
ner, and  to  have  connived  at  the 
most  excessive  plunder,  leaving 
their  gangs,  who  were  generally 
Composed  of  the  most  desperate 
and  suspicious  charaefers,  in  many 
instances,  to  reimlnirse  them, 
selves  from  the  pluitder  they  ob- 
tained, while  their  employers, 
the  Master  Lumpers,  pocketed, 
in  many  instances,  the  chief  part 
of  the  Lumping  dues  received 
from  the  Ship-On’ncrs,  and 
hence  it  became  their  interest  to 
connive  at  the  most  shameful 
breakage  of  cadcs,^  and  a great 
and  unnecessary  expence  in 
cooperage,  wliich  was  created- 
too  often  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording greater  opportunities  to 
the  Laimpers,  Coopers,  Revenue 
Officers,  and  Watermen ; and  also 
in  many  instances  to  the  Mates 
and  Ships’  Crews,  to  plunder  the 
Cargo 


attach  to  the  Institution  a ie- 
partment  for  registering  Lum- 
pers,  not  only  with  a view  to 
obtain,  by  degrees,  a class  of 
men  that  were  more  select,  and 
to  be  able  to  exclude  suspicious 
characters,  but  also  that  in  work- 
ing out  the  ships,  these  Labour- 
ers might  be  more  immediately 
under  the  control  of  the  Police 
Establishment.  Accordingly, 
about  eighty  individuals,  capa- 
ble of  acting  as  Foremen,  and 
about  eight  hundred  of  that  class 
of  men  who  are  accustomed  to 
onload  West-lndia  Cargoes, 
were  put  upon  the  Registers  of 
the  Office,  and  gangs  were  as- 
signed to  as  many  of  the  Ships, 
as  were  applied  for. 

The  Master  or  Foreman  of 
each  of  these  gangs  was  solemn- 
ly sworn  to  perform  the  peculiar 
duty  assigned  him,  according  to 
his  instructioD,  and  pardcularly 
to  permit  none  of  the  Casks  or 
Pack.vges  xo  be  wilfully  broken 
— to  prevent  Pillage  and  Pfam- 
der,  and  to  promote  dispatch  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power. 

Six  old  Ship  Masters,  who 
were  appointed  River  or  Boat 
Surveyors  under  the  Marine  Po- 
lice Establishment,  had  each  a 
division  of  ships  assigned  them, 
which 
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Cargo  to  a very  great  extent, 
in  proof  of  which  the  most  in- 
contestable evidence  has  been  ad- 
duced, confirmed  by  a multitude 
of  witnesses  who  have  been  exa- 
mined at  diffirrent  times  upon 
oath,  and  who  developed  a scene 
of  systematic  robbery  and  depre- 
dation to  an  extent  almost  bey  ood 
credibility ; each  Lumper  carry- 
ing on  shore  two  or  three  times 
a day,  large  (quantities  of  Sugar, 
Codec,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and 
every  other  portable  article,  and 
this,  independent  of  excessive 
plunder  which  took  place  in  fc. 
veral  ships  during  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  contracts  made 
by  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Of- 
ficers, with  cemin  Receivers, 
who  sent  a class  of  men,  called 
Light-horsemen,  who  were  per- 
mitted, for  a certain  sum  of 
money,  to  plunder  the  hold,  and 
who  have  been  known,  by  means 
of  black  bags,  called  Had  strap, 
and  made  for  the  purpose,  (hold- 
ing each  about  loolb.  of  Sugar) 
to  hare  carried  off  to  the  extent 
of  two  or  three  tons  of  Sugar 
each  night,  for  a length  of  time, 
during  the  discharge,  besides 
large  quantities  of  Rum  in  blad- 
ders, as  well  as  Coffee  and  other, 
articles.  While,  on  such  occa- 
sions, 


which  they  visited  regulady 
while  under  discharge,  twice  in 
the  day,  and  once  during  the 
night.  They  inspected  the 
work  going  forward  in  the  hold 
and  upon  deck,  and  gave  such 
orders  and  directions  for  the  por. 
pose  of  promoting  (economy  and 
disptch,  and  of  preventing  plun. 
der,  as  their  professional  and 
nautical  knowledge  suggested, 
and  they  reported  their  proceed- 
ings every  day  to  the  Magis. 
trates,at  theMarIne  Police  Office. 

The  effect  of  this  system  has 
been  wonderful,  and  the  saving 
to  the  Planters,  Mcrchant^, 
Ship-Owners,  and  the  Revenue, 
must  have  been  immense. 

No  plunder  whatsoever  could 
possibly  be  obtained  under  the 
system  of  vigilance  which  took 
place.  The  men  were  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  shore  during  the 
day,  by  which  a great  inroad 
to  pillage  was  prevented.  The 
Watermen’s  Boats  which  were  ’ 
accustomed  to  hang  upon  the 
bows  and  quarters  of  West. India 
Ships  under  discharge  on  all  form- 
er occasions,  for  the  purpose  of  ’ 
conveying  plunder  under  the  Old  ) 
System,  and  the  grapplers'  anil 
draggers  for  old  ro|K’s,  called 
Maoris,  who  usually  attended 
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(ions,  the  common  Lumpers  and  in  the  night  to  assist  in  convey- 
Coopers,  who  worked  out  the  ing  plunder,  were  no  longer  to 
ship  in  the  day,  were  permitted  be  seen. — In  short,  an  effectual 
to  increase  their  pillage  ad  libi.  check  has  been  given  by  the 
turn,  as  a bribe,  to  prevent  them  Police,  wherever  it  attached,  to 
from  making  a discovery  of  the  the  shocking  depredations  which 
nightly  plunder.  heretofore  prevailed. 

II.  Coopers.  II.  Cooptas. 

In  all  instances  where  West-  Under  the  Police  System,  the 
India  ships  were  discharging  in  journeymen  Coopers,  finding 

the  River  Thames,  journeymen  tliemselves  unable  to  carry  on  the 
Coopers  have  shevved  a consi-  system  of  Pillage,  which  here- 
derable  predilection  to  be  em-  tofore  prevailed,  not  only  dc- 
ployed.  And  as  double,  and  manded  higher  wages  of  their 
sometimes  triple,  the  number  Masters,  but  it  has  been  disco- 
went  on  board  that  was  ac-  vered  that  where  three  or  four 
toally  necessary,  in  most  instances  Coopers  were  formerly  necessary, 
.where  there  was  not  a vigilant  one  is  now,  in  most  Instances, 
Captain,  or  an  attentive  Mate,  sufficient,  and  frequently  even 
the  expence  was  greatly  increas-  this  one  Cooper  has  not  had  em- 
edi  since  the  chief  object  of  this  ployment  for  half  of  the  day. 
class  being  plunder  alone,  they  Because,  wherever  the  Police 
created  work  for  themselves,  System  attaches,  the  casks  are 
for  the  purpose,  not  only  of  af-  not  permitted  to  be  wilfully 
fording  abundant  resources  for  broken,  as  formerly,  and  there 
Jillage,  by  the  spillings  of  the  is  now  no  inducenpent  to  multi- 
casks, but  also  to  keep  as  many  ply  unnecessary  hands,  as  there 
of  them  as  possible  on  board,  is  no  plunder  to  be  obtained : 
that  all  might  share  in  the  booty,  hence  a great  saving  in  the 
Xhe  men  generally  had  a boat  wages  of  Coopers,  as  well  as  in 
to  thentselves,  which  constantly  nails,  hoops,  and  staves,  inde. 
hung  upon  the  ship,  and  as  they  pendent  of  the  gain  that  arisef 
Ncre  seldom  searched,  their  de-  from  the  efiectual  check  to  the 
predatloni^  enormous 
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predations,  in  many  instances, 
most  have  gone  to  a great  ex- 
tent. 

III.  Watchmbn. 

Since  the  vast  extent  of  the 
Pillage  and  Plunder  in  West-In- 
dia  ships  has  been  admitted  to 
exist,  and  that  many  of  the  Mates 
and  Revenue-Officers,*  instead 
of  being  checks  on  this  Plunder, 
have,  in  abundance  of  instances, 
been  proved  to  promote  it.  It 
has  been  customary  for  Ship- 
Owners  to  employ  Watchmen 
(composed,  no  doubt,  of  the  best 
men  they  could  select]  to  guard 
the  cargoes  against  the  enormous 
depredations  to  which  they  were 
subject ; and  as  they  were  under- 
stood to  be  upon  duty  alternate- 
ly day  and  night,  they  were  ge- 
nerally allowed  4s.  and  5s.  per 
day  : but  it  appears,  although 
these  men  were  employed,  and 
although  they  were  supposed  to 
watch  day  and  night,  the  plun- 
der went  on  as  before. 

* This  is  by  no  means  meant  to 
convey  a reflection  upon  all  Mates 
and  Revenue  Officers,  some  of  whom 
have  certainly  conducted  themselves 
with  threat  integrity  and  propriety, 
;aiul  luve  proved  themselves  ivortiiy, 
ja  all  reypects,  ofthe  ttust.rcposed  ui 
tkein. 

If 


enormon  plunder  which  todc 
|dace  through  theinediam  of  this 
class  of  men. 

HI.  Watchmen. 

The  Ship  Constables,  und^ 
the  Police  System,  arc  axnposed 
of  men  who  have  not  only  had 
the  best  recommendations,  but 
who  were  preferred,  upon  a full 
investigation  as  to  character, 
ability,  and  fitness  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Each  of  these  Police  Watch- 
men arc  solemnly  sworn  to  exe- 
cute a certain  duty,  and  to  fol- 
low s)iecific  and  clear  instruc- 
tions which  are  given  them. 
They  are  moreover  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  law ; a^ 
duly  qualified  to  icixe  and  ap- 
prehend all  delmquents,  which 
is  already  proved  to  have  had 'a 
wonderful  effect  in  prevcntii^ 
depredations.  They  are  reg^ 
larly  surveyed  by  superior 
ficers,  both  by  day  and  night, 
who  inspect  into  their  condu^, 
and  report  daily  to  the  Magis- 
trates how  far  they  have  cod- 
ducted  themselves  properly,  arid 
in  conformity  to  their  instruc- 
tions. And  as  they  derive  theb 
authority  from  the  Magisttates, 
and  are  accountable  to  tbeoi 
" ‘ ' only 
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. If  a Watchman  ha|^pcned  to 
be  an  honest  man,  who  would 
not  connive  at  any  depredation, 
being  under  the  control  of  the 
Mate,  he  was  sent  to  the  Quays 
in  the  Lighters,  that  nothing 
might  be  communicated  that  was 
going  forward.  But  even  while 
on  board,  these  watchmen  being 
armed  with  no  authority ; having 
no  person  to  control  them,  or  to 
inquire  whether  th^  were  &ith- 
fiil  or  corrupt ; and  being  equal- 
ly well  paid,  without  any  risque 
of  dismission,  whether  they 
acted  properly  or  improperly  ; 
they  naturally  yielded  to  the 
'force  of  bad  example  : (and  more 
especially  if  such  an  example 
was  exhibted  by  their  superior 
O^cei?  on  board :}  and  hence  it 
is,  that  they  have  connived  at 
abuses,  and  that  the  evil  had  not 
diminished. 

Nor  is  it  likely  that  these 
abuses  would  cease,  even  if 
Walchinen,  giving  security  for 
fidelity,  were  to  be  employed, 
since  under  the  system  which 
has  heretofore  prevailed,  tjiere 
, are  no  means  of  detecting  men 
thus  employed,  without  any  per- 
son to  control  them  but  those 
who  are  most  likely  to  commit 
depred4tiont  themselves,  namely, 

the 


only  for  their  conduct ; and  as 
they  know  they  will  be  nanowly 
watched  and  minutely  examined 
how  far  they  have  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  they  stand 
in  a predicament  difierent  from 
all  other  Watchmen-  They  must 
be  (orrect,  <vigilant,  and  faithfult 
in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  they 
have  sworn  to  fulfil,  or  they  not 
only  lose  their  bread,  but  are 
rendered  in&mous,  and  are 
punished  in  case  of  any  criminal 
connivance.  No  check  that  can 
be  devised,  although  strength, 
cned  by  pecuniary  penalties,  or 
even  by  bond  and  surety,  can 
equal  that  which  attaches  to  a 
Marine  Police  Constable ; which 
has  in  the  result,  been  clearly 
evinced  not  only  by  the  atten- 
tion which  has  been  manifested 
in  completely  protecting  the 
Cargoes  of  the  Ships  under  their 
charge  from  plunder ; but  it  ap. 
pears  from  the  facts  whicli  Itave 
been  stated  upon  the  voluntary 
oaths  of  old  Watchmen,  now 
(on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Merchants)  acting  as  Marine 
Police  Officers,  since  the  di^ 
charge  of  the  ships  in  which  they 
were  stationed,  that  under  the 
the  Old  System,  it  was  impossi. 
blc  for  them  to  prevent  Plunder, 

or 
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the  ship’s  inferior  Officers,  who 
must  not  be  offended,  lest  the 
Mate  should  withhold  a certi- 
ficate of  good  behaviour,  and 
thereby  occasion  a difficulty  in 
receiving  payment  for  attend, 
ancc;  and  therefore  it  is  evi. 
dent,  that  only  those  Watch, 
men  who  act  independently  of 
inferior  Officers,  can  secure 
the  Cargoes  of  West-India 
ships  from  plunder.  This  is 
proved  in  a multitude  of  in- 
stances by  the  affidavits  of  old 
Watchmen,  who  have  heretofore 
been  employed,  and  who  have  as. 
signed  the  most  unanswerable  rea- 
sons why  they  were  unable  to 
protect  the  pre^rty  under  their 
charge,  or  to  prevent  the  exces- 
sive launder  which  in  many  in. 
stances  took  place, 

IV.  Watchsrn  in  Liohtem 
AND  on  thi  Quays. 

Under  the  Old  System,  it  was 
usual  to  send  a Watchman  to  the 
Quay,  with  the  first  Lighter, 
to  which  he  was  constantly  at- 
tached, for  such  length  of  time 
as  the  Craft  rcniainod  under  her 
cargo,  (in  some  instances,  per- 
haps, three  or  four  weeks)  to  do 
m:kat  luat  imfeuihU  fot  anj  man 

/• 


or  to  guard  the  Property  in  many 
instances  from  the  excessive  de- 
predations which  were  commit, 
ted  upon  it,  for  want  of  that 
authority  which  they  now  pos- 
sess ; and  the  assistance  received 
from  the  precautions  taken  by  the 
Marine  Police,  in  causing  a 
printed  paper,  entitled,  « J 
Cautitn  against  Pimns/er,"  to 
be  nailed  to  the  mast,  warning  all 
persons  of  their  danger  in  case  of 
detection.  That  being  now  armed 
with  the  authority  of  the  law, 
and  assisted  by  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Magis- 
trates and  Surveyors ; and  feel- 
ing moRver,  that  they  act^mder 
the  influence  of  a solemn  o«th 
to  execute  their  duty  with  fide, 
lity,  they  have  found  no  diffirnl- 
ty  in  preventing  depredarions  on 
the  cargo. 

IV.  Makini  Polici  Watch. 

MEN  IN  THE  LiCHTBaS,  AND 

ON  THE  Quays. 

Under  the  New  Police  s)’8tcm 
a very  different  arrangement 
takes  place.  Each  Lighter  is 
loaded  under  the  immediate  e>'e 
of  the  Pdice  Officers,  and  the 
mimber  of  Casks  and  Packages 
is  inserted  in  a pinted  Way- 
Bill,  which  is  carried  by'  the 
Officer 
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m ferform—to  watch  the  pro. 
pcrty  dap  and  night  until  the 
Limiter  was  discharged.  And 
bmcc  arose  the  exceasire  plun- 
dcr  which  has  heretofore  takai 
|dace  both  in  the  Lighters  and 
opon  the  Quays,  at  the  time 
when  these  Watchmen,  if  not 
parties  themselves,  were  either 
asleep  or  absent,  receiving  high 
srages  tor  pcfbrming  a pretended 
doty,  in  many  instances,  without 
any  check  or  control  upon  their 
conduct,  or  any  means  used  by 
which  it  could  be  discovered, 
whether  they  did  their  duty  or 
not.  The  most  infamous  prac. 
tkes  have  been  generated,  and 
the  most  shocking  instances  of 
carelessness  have  been  manilest- 
td  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
that  general  protecting  system 
which  now  prevails  with  respect 
to  these  ships  in  the  West-India 
Trade,  which  are  placed  under 
the  protection  of  the  Police. 

Sugars  and  other  perishable 
ardclcs  have  been  sufiered  to  lie 
in  the  open  air  for  weeks  to- 
gether, without  covering,  and 
without  any  person  to  give  no- 
tice  to  the  consignee  of  the  par- 
ticular  situation  of  the  property, 
so  that  great  damage  was  often 
sustained,  in  addition  to  the  piL 
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Officer  who  attends  the  lighter, 
and  delivered  by  him  -to  the 
Marine  Police  Guards,  who  ase 
in  constant  attendance  upon  the 
difierent  Quays.  The  Marine 
Police  Watchman,  after  taking  a 
receipt  for  the  cargo  of  the 
Lighter,  returns  iiranediately  ta 
his  ship,  and  the  Quay  Guard 
takes  the  Craft  under  his  charge. 

This  Guard  is  a distinct  Esta- 
blishment under  the  Marine  Po. 
lice.  It  consists  of  Thirty. 
Sworn  Officers  and  three  Snr, 
veyors,  as  checks  upon  their  fide- 
lity. These  Guards  are  station- 
ed  upon  all  the  different  Quay* 
and  Lighters,  and  their  distribu- 
tion depends  on  the  number  of 
Lighters  in  each  situation  which 
have  come  from  riiips  discharged 
by  the  MariiK  l\>licc  Office. 
They  watch  constantly  day  and 
night . They  are  changed  every 
tht  hours,  and  Tiiited  at  dificreirt 
hours  of  the  day  and  night  by 
their  Surveyors,  os  a check  upon 
their  conduct,  and  ibr  the  pur> 
pose  of  detecting  acts  of  careless- 
ness or  infidelity. 

The  advantages  of  this  sys- 
tern  in  point  of  cecommy  are  ob- 
vioQs,  and  with  respect  to  seeps 
rity  against  Plunder,,  nothing 
can  so  ckuly  demonstrate  thh 
tupo- 
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hge  which  mu$t  natanlijr  becx- 
pectcdf  from  an  expwtire  for  such 
a length  of  time  to  men  of  the 
mo&t  depraved  characters,  both  by 
night  and  by  day,  and  who  are 
constantly  hunting  about  for  this 
cpecics  of  accessible  plunder,  at  a 
means  of  subsistence : and  hence 
arose  the  losses  which  Lighter- 
men  and  ^^^larfingers  have  been 
occasionally  compelled  to  make 
good  to  oontigneea,  and  which 
could  not  fail  to  increase,  if  the 
Marine  Police  Institution  had 
not  coUateraly  extended  its  pro- 
tection to  this  class  of  men,  as 
well  as  to  Planters,  Mercfaai)ts, 
and  Ship-Owners. 


rior  benefits  of  the  {^an  now 
adopted,  as  the  foHowing  vdun. 
tary  testimony  of  a respectable 
Wharfinger : — His  words  are 
these,  **  I am  proud  to  say,  I 
“ never  saw  the  business  of  the 
“ Quays  cotxhictbd  with  so  much 
“ ease  and  comfort  as  it  has  been 
“ this  Fleet ; I proposed  doing 
“ myself  the  honour  to  wait  on 
**  you,  to  acknowledge  the  utQi. 
'<  ty  of  stationed  Constables  on 
“ each  Wharf,  who  act  with  s«ch 
"good  authority,  in  keeping 
" off  idlers  and  long-apron-aen 
" who  seldom  or  ever  work”. 


This  comparative  view  exhibits,  in  a small  com- 
pass, the  effect  of  the  System,  wherever  its  protection 
was  permitted  to  extend  to  specific  Ships,  discharged 
under  the  control  of  the  Institution. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits,  derived  by  the  Pro- 
prietors of  West-India  Cargoes,  have  been  rendered 
so  indisputably  clear  and  self-evident ; and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Merchants,  authorised  to  conduct  the 
whole  of  the  general  affairs  of  the  Trade,  have  so 
anxiously  recommended  it  to  Ship-owners  and  Ships’ 
Husbands,  to  place  their  Vessels  in  this  Trade  under 
the  protection  of  the  Police,  without  any  new  ex- 
pence being  incurred ; it  is  no  less  true  than  sin- 

2 gular. 
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gular,  that  the  Owners  of,  at  least,  one-third  of  the 
Shijjs,  cxjmposing  the  Fleets  which  have  arrived 
«incethe  Institution  was  established,  have  not  chosen 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  it  held 
out.  Hence  it  has  followed,  that  a certain  propor- 
tion of  the  Freighters  and  Consignees  have,,  in  such 
instances,  been  deprived  of  that  immediate  protec- 
tion which  they  had  struggled,  by  their  Committee, 
for  so  long  a period  to  obtain  ; and  their  Pro 
perty,  for  want  of  Police  Constables,  was  not 
only  exposed  to  pillage  in  the  Ship,  but  unavoid- 
ably deprived  of  the  chain  of  transit  protection 
in  the  Lighters,  and  upon  the  Quays,  which  has 
been  provided  for  the  security  of  such  cargoes  as 
are  placed  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Institution. 

The  System  itself  (as  far  as  human  Institutions 
can  be  complete)  is  competent  in  every  respect  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  property,  wherever  it 
attaches,  as  w'ill  be  shewn  in  the  Sequel  by  irrefra- 
gable proofs. 

It  is  the  indisputable  interest  of  Ship-Owners  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages  upon  two  groutids : 
first f as  a complete  protection  to  the  TaMe,  Afparel, 
Stores  and  Materials  of  their  Ships  : and  secondly,  as 
a security  against  a diminution  of  the  Freight  by  the 
Plunder  of  the  cargo,  since  the  quantum  is  ulti- 
mately ascertained  by  the  w'cight  at  the  King’s 
beam.  (1)  But  such  is  the  mistaken  policy  of  men 

eager 


(/)  The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Report  of  the  Commlttee- 
of  West-lndia  Merchants,  June  z6,  1798  : 

“ It 
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eager  In  pursuits  of  wealth  that  au  evident  beneiit> 
with  respect  to  the  security  of  property,  (often  of 
great  magnitude,)  is  saqrificed  to.  save  a certaia 
trifling  expence ; and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
the  proprietors  of  cargoes  do  not  in  general  experi- 
ence that  attention  and  liberality  from  many  Ship- 
Owners  and  Ship- Masters  which  they  deserve.  I'  j.  -j 
Had  the  Marine  Police  Institution  subjected  Ship^ 
Owners  to  any  pecuniary  expence  for  ita  support* 
there  might  have  been  some  reason,  (and  even  that 
too  would  have  been  of  a slight  nature,)  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  regtilationa  of  the  West-India 
Merchants.  But  when  it  is  shewn  that  no  new  ex- 
pcncc  whatsoever  attaches  to  tliis  class  of  nueti-— 
That  nothing^jais  asked  of  them  by  their  Freighters* 
the  West-lqdia  Merchants,  but  to  substitute  Police 
Constables  in  lieu,  of  the  old  Watchmen,  twhich.  the 
usage  of  the. .Port  bad  fixed  as,  an  expcnce  on  the 
Ship-Owners. — ^That  the  request  thus  made  waa 
not  only  with  a' view  to  the  compliance  with  a moral 
obligation  on  ^the  part  of  Ship-Owners  to  do  their 

, • ^ 

. It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  them- , 
<'  ^ves  enabled  to  state  that  the  expence  of  Lumping  out  a Ship 
“ under  the  New  System  will  probably  not  exceed  the  averagr 
“ amount  paid  for  Lumpers  and  Watchmen. — The  whole  of  tlie. 
imght  on  the  quantity  of  produce  usually  plundered,  will  there., 
fore  be  a dear  profit  to  the  Ship ; and  estimating  this  Depreda- 
**  tion  at  the  very  low  rate  of  one-quarter  of  a cwt.  Sugar  per  hogs- 
“ head,  it  it  obvious  that  the  saving  to  Ship-Owners  in  the  Port  of 
**  London  only,  will  in  one  year,  amount  to  ,^.10,000,  on  the 
“ siiigte  article  of  Sugar  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchan- 
« diae." . • - . . • • 
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Utmost  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  property  of 
the  Freighters:  but  also  to  promote  their  own  im- 
mediate interest,  as  has  actually  been  shewn,  by  an 
increase  of  Freight,  and  the  security  of  the  Tackle, 
Apparel,  and  Stores  of  their  Ships  from  Plunder. — 
It  will. appear  almost  incredible  that  an  Institution 
originating  in  principles  so  admirably  calculated  to 
extend  benefits  to  a class  of  men,  who  had  long 
complained  loudly  of  the  injuries  they  were  suffering 
by  Pillage  and  River  Piracy,  should  not  have  received 
the  utmost  countenance  and  protection. — But  whert 
it  ia  further  Stated,  that  the  original  Projector  of  the 
design  not  only  laboured  hirHself  gratuitously,  but 
exhibited  in  the  arrangements,  (as  has  already  been 
ahown,)(»i)which  he  established,  aSyStem  of  oeeonomy 
evincing  in  the  actual  expenditure  tl>e  same  minute 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  Public,  as  if  the  whole 

had  been  a private  concern' of  his  own,  (n)  it  would 

« * 

{m)  Cap.  IV.  page  iJ9,&c. 

(»)  Extensive  and  numerous  as  the  Establishment  appears,  and  im- 
portant and  beneficial,  in  a commercial,  financial,  and  moral  point  of 
view,  as  the  advantages  arc  proved  to  have  been  which  have  resulted 
from  the  System  ; although  theae  are  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe 
that  in  the  West- India  Importation  also,  the  Proprietors  of  Cargoes 
have  saved  too,oool.  and  the  Revenue  50,000! ; yet  the  whole 
current  expence  for  twelve  months,  exclusive  of  the  first  expence  of 
the  House  Furniture,  Arms,  See.  has  been  defrayed  as  fdlows : 

t 

itt.  By  advances  from  the  Treataier  of  the  West* 


India  Committee  - .....  ,^.1946  9 f 

ad.  By  advances  iiom  Govemmenc  ....  aj5o  o • 


Total  - - - jC*+*95  9 5 
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Idem  that  a deagn  thus  formed  and  conducted,  would 
have  experienced  the  universal  support  of  ervery  rla«y 
of  men,  concerned  in  Shipping  and  Navigation. 

It  was  however,  speedily  disco\ered,  that  this  ' 
Institution  had  mcM-e  to  Struggle  with  than  the  mere 
Delinquency  upon  the  Rwer,  extensive  and  alarming 
as  that  appeared  to  be.  There  were  secret  springs 
which  operated  powerfully  in  exciting  the  most  un- 
just and  unfounded  prejudices.  Not  a:  few  of  the 
old  Master  Lumpers,  whose  ill-gotten  gain  had 
perhaps,  enabled  them  to  afford  pecuniary  and  other 
fecilities,  to  some  Ship-Masters,  and  Subordinate  in 
the  Counting  Houses  of  the  Merchants,  speared  to 
have  a certain  degree  of  influence  in  exciting  cla- 
mour, and  in  raising  difficulties.  Men  who  had  long 
profited  by  Contracts  for  the  Delivery  of  Ships,  which 
the  West-India  Merchants  had  declared  in  their 
Public  Report,  (o)  “ To  he  ruinous  and  destructive 
to  the  Port  of  London^*  could  not  easily  relinquish  a 
position  which  had  been  so  extremely  productive  of 
money  arising  from  the  infamous  System  of  Pillage, 
at  which  they  had  connived. 

The  laudable  attempts  therefore,  which  were  made  ' 
by  the  Body  of  the  West-India  Merchants,  to  have 
their  Cargoes  discharged  by  means  of  Lumper^ 
under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Police  Insti- 
tution,(p)  were,  in  some  measure,  defeated  by  the 

intrigues 

(«)  Sec  Appendix  V. 

{^)  On  the  arrival  of  the  fint  Fleet,  after  the  Establishment  of 
. the  Marine  Police  Institution,  in  addition  to  the  Public  Report  of 

the 
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intrigues  of  not  a few  of  those  whose  improper  con> 
duct  bad  reodered  these  Resolutions  necessar)'. 
Ship-Masters  were  assailed  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  and  the  strongest  prejudices  were  attempted 
to  be  excited  against  that  Department  (r)  of  the  In- 
stitution, which  had  been  planned  and  recommended 
by  the  Merchants  themselves. 

The  object  of  these  intrigues  was  to  induce  Ship- 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  to  adhere  to  the  Old  Sys- 
tem, partly  from  parsimonious  views  in  being  eased 
of  tbe  cxpcncc  of  Police  Watchmen,  and  perhaps^ 
in  some  instances,  from  motivesef  influence  arising 
from  certain  facilities  which  the  Police  System  did 
not  bold  out. 

ihe'Conmittee  of  the  Wctulndui  Merchants,  tbe  following  Reso. 
lotion  of  a General  Meeting,  bearing  date  the  26th  of  June  1798, 
was  very  generally  circulated  among  all  Ship-Owners  and  Ships’ 
lliubands,  &c. 

“ Resolvid, 

**  'That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Owners  and  Husbands  of 
Ships,  and  to  their  Agents,  to  have  their  Cargoes  discharged  at  dds 
Port,  by  means  of  Lumpen,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine 
Police  Office,  No.  2 $9,  Wapping  New  Stain : and  that  the  Cap- 
tains of  all  West-India  Ships  be  instructed  by  the  Owners,  &c.  to 
grant  an  order  on  the  Ship’s  Husband  or  Agents,  for  the  amount  of 
tbe  Dues  for  discharging  their  respective  Cargoes:  sudi order  to  be 
given  to  the  Clerk,  authorised  by  the  Marine  Police,  to  receive  the 
said  Dues,  according  to  the  Rates,  which  have  been  settled  by  tbu 
Meeting,  and  which  will  be  produced  by  the  Clerk  af  tbe  tud 
MattM  Police  Office.” 

(r)  The  Department  for  working  out  Ships  by  sworn  Foremen 
and  registered  Lumpen. 
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The  result  was,  that  in  many  cases  wheW  the  re- 
commendation of  the  West-India  Merchants  was 
disregarded,  the  Cargo  became  exposed  to  Pillage,  to 
a certain  extent,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the 
Lighters,  and  also  upon  the  Quays,  inasmuch  as  the 
West-India  Produce,  in  this  situation,  was  unavoid- 
ably deprived,  not  only  of  the  benefit  of  the  nautical 
Surveyors,  in  superintending  the  discharge,  and 
controling  the  Ship  Constables,  but  the  Chain  of’ 
Security,  which  had  been  devised  by  watching  the 
Property  in,  and  from  the  Ship  to  the  Qua}'S,  and 
until  it  was  deposited  in  the  Warehouses,  could 
only  apply  to  Cargoes  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

Under  these  mortifying  circumstances,  which,  in. 
spite  of  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Merchants, 
operated  so  powerfully  in  defeating  in  part  the  great 
preventive  System  which  had  been  devised,  there  was 
no  alternative,  but  to  double  the  exertions  of  the 
Police  in  detecting  the  Offences,  which  were  thus 
generated;  since  no  power  existed  to  enforce  the 
means  of  Prevention,  which  had  operated  so  favour- 
ably in  all  instances  where  it  applied. 

Accordingly  by  the  vigilatice  of  the  Police  Sur- 
veyors upon  the  River,  instances  frequently  occurred 
where  Lumpers  and  others  were  detected  with 
Sugars,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  stolen  from  un- 
protected Ships,  who,  but  for  this  circumstance, 
might  have  been  kept  honest ; and  it  must  be 
lamented  .by  those  of  humane  feeling.s,  that  the 
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want  of  the  m6ucnce  of  the  Preveniiw  System  hds 
given  rifle  to  some  severe  examptc^  wbieb,  other- 
wise m^ht  not  have  taken  place. 

The  object  of  the  Institution  is  to,  render  Punish- 
ment  unnecessary,  by  making  Coniisderacies  for  the 
purpose  oi'  obtaining  Plunder  impra^kable. 

: However  certain  it  is,  that  Crimes  caniwt,  by  any 
human  contrivance,  be  entirely  prevented,  it  is  clear 
to  demonstration, . from  the  successful  experiment 
which  has  been  made,  that  it  is  pracdcable  by  appo- 
site Regnlations,  correctly  executed,  to  dinunish  them 
in  such  a d^ee  as  to  secure  the  Community,  In  a 
great  measure,  from  their  consequences. 

Under  all  the  embarrassments  which  have  been  de- 
tailed, and  in  spite  of  the  hidden  opporition  and  in- 
trigues, which  operated  through  the  medium  of  those 
who  had  profited  to  a great  extent  by  this  species  of 
Robbery  and  Plunder,  the  perseverance  and  finimeas, 
which  were  frran  the  first  moment  leading  fixtures 
of  the  System,  overcame  many  difficulties.  The  in- 
junctions of  the  two  Boards  of  Customs  and  Excise, 
by  degrees  operated  in  silencing  the  clamour  and  rage 
of  the  lower  order  of  Revenue  Officers,  which  was  so 
peculiarly  conspicuous  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Institution,  as  not  only  to  excite  notice,  but  to  de- 
monstrate, that  the  primary  object  with  too  many  of 
them,  was  not  a fiiicbful  discharge  of  their  duty. 
lla<l  this  been  their  only  consideratiun,  there  coold 
exist  no  cause  of  (bssatisfactiou,  sLitce  tins  severest 
Punishment  that  could  be  legally  infficlcd,  was  held 
0 out 
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ont  in  temrern  to  all  PoHce  Constables,  'who'  should* 
presume  to  interfere  with  them,  or  offer  them  any 
insult  in  the  feir  execution  of  their  duty.  On  the 
contrary,  they  were  strictly  injoined  to  afford  every 
assistance,  and  on  all  occasions  to  conduct  them- 
selves towards  them  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
civility,  under  pain  of  immediate  dismission. 

But  above  all,  the  Commercial  Botly  trading  to 
the  River  Tl>amcs,  is  eminently  indebted  to  the 
uniform  countenance  and  protection  afforded  to  this 
Institution,  by  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  (n)  whose  character- 
istic patriotism,  stimulated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  do 
good,  pnxluccd  the  most  beneficial  effects  in  the 
steady  and  uniform  support,  which  he  afforded  as 
chief  Magistrate  of  the  Police;  and  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed,  (and  still  bestows,)  in  promoting 
whatever  contributes  to  the  efficacy,  and  general 
utility  of  this  design. 

Aided  by  the  condescending  influence  of  such 
high  authority,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
engaged  in  a pursuit  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Community,  those  in  the  immediate  direction 
felt  encouraged  to  persevere  under  many  accumu- 
lated difficulties,  and  the  consequences  were  favour- 
able in  the  highest  degree  to  the  cause  of  Public 
Morals,  uiid  the  security  of  Commercial  Property. 

The  eyes  of  many  of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
Ship-masters,  were  at  length  opened  to  the  utility 
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of  the  design  ; and  after  its  effects  were  fully  under- 
stood, they  bore  the  most  honourable  testimony  of 
_ the  benefits  they  had  derived  from  it.  (yj 

The 

(j)  Certificate. — Signed  by  fiftj-ane  reputable  Ship-masters^ 
trading  to  the  Part  ef  London. — October  i ^^8. 

We,  the  undersigned  Owners  and  Masters  of  Ships  in  the  West- 
India  Trade,  See.  havbg  taken  into  our  consideration  the  Plan  of 
the  Marine  Police  Institution,  for  protecting  the  Property  of  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  on  board  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames,  and  for  discharging  the  said  Vessels  under  the  inspection 
of  sworn  Ofocen  contioled  by  the  Institution,  and  also  under  the 
superintcndance  of  Surveyors  of  reputable  character,  who  have  been 
Masters  of  Vessels  ; and  having  each  of  us  experienced  the  good 
effects  of  this  Institution  in  the  discharge  of  Vessels  under  our 
respective  commands,  lately  arrived  from  the  West-Indies,  not 
only  in  regard  to  Pillage  and  Plunder,  which  it  was  formerly  next 
to  an  impossibility  to  prevent,  but  also  the  great  care  taken  in 
regard  to  unstowing  the  Cargoes,  which  it  is  well  known  have 
been  wilfully  broken,  notwithstanding  our  utmost  exertions  to  pre- 
vent the  same,  both  by  Lumpers  and  even  Coopers  themselves: 

We  feel  it  a duty  we  owe  to  the  Merchants,  Planters,  and  others 
trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  and  the  Public  at  large,  in  express- 
ing our  approbation  and  satisfaction  of  the  Marine  Police  Institu- 
tion, as  a system  which  appears  to  us  from  actual  observation,  to  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  Mercantile  Interest  as  well  as  the 
Revenue,  both  of  which  have  suffered  beyond  conception,  by  the 
excessive  pillage  and  plunder  which  formerly  prevailed  in  spite  of 
every  effort  hitherto  made  use  of  to  prevent  the  same ; and  nothing, 
in  our  opinion,  could  have  operated  so  strongly  as  a check  to  the 
evil  that  prevailed  in  every  department  of  the  Lumping  line,  where 
the  advantages  are  obvious,  in  having  the  Propeny  protected  by 
Constables  sei*t  onboard,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  Law,  to 
seue  and  apprehend  every  Delinquent  daring  enough  to  attempt 
any  pillage  or  plunder;  the  Surveyors  over  those  sec  that  they  con- 
stantly perform  their  duty,  and  we  find  that  if  any  neglect  takes 
place,  on  a representation  of  their  superior  Officers  to  the  Magis- 
trates, they  arc  immediately  dismissed. 

^ In  testimony  therefore  of  our  full  approbation  of  an  Institution 
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The  Body  of  the  Wharfingers,  equally  impressed 
with  a sense  of  the  advantages  which  they  found  to 
arise  from  the  link,  in  the  general  chain  of  protec- 
tion, which  extended  to  the  Quays,  testified  their 
highest  approbation  of  the  Establishincnt,  (r) 

Nor  were  the  sentiments-of  the  West-Fndia  Coin- 
niittcc,  who  were  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  benefits  which  arose  from  this  Institution,  le^ 
decided  than  those  who  preceded  them.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
Fleets  had  mostly  arrived,  and  a clear  estimate  could 
be  formed  of  the  effect  of  the  System,  that  respectable 
Body  added  their  testimony,  not  only  with  respect 

already  proved  to  be  useful,  and  from  which  greater  advantages 
still  may  be  expected,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  and 
also  the  names  of  the  Ships  we  respectively  command,  and  likewise 
the  date  of  our  respective  signatures. 

(r)  Extract  of  a Litter  from  Edvoard  Ogle,  Euf.  Cbntrman  of 
the  Body  of  If'harf  tigers,  at  a General  Meeting : to  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Oftce. — City  Chamiers, 
December  18,  1798. 

“In  compliance  with  your  request,  1 have  had  the  honour  of 
“ laying  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Ult.  containing  certain  queries 
“ as  to  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  before  a 
“ numerous  meeting  of  the  Wharfingers  of  the  Legal  Quays,  held 
“ at  Batson’s  Coffee-house,  for  that  purpose  : and  1 have  the  satis- 
“ facticMi  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinien  of  the 
“ meeting,  that  the  establishment  merited  every  encomium  that 
“ could  be  bestowed  u{X>n  it,  for  the  various  and  extended  advan- 
“ tages  derived  from  it  to  the  trade  of  the  Port  ; and  they 
“ requested  me  funlier  to  inform  you,  that  tliey  feel  themsdves 
bound  in  honour,  whenever  called  upon,  to'  bear  ^testimony 
“thereto.”  • . j 
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to  the  advantages  derived  by  the  Trade  in 
.which  they  were  interested,  but  also,  by  the  Port  of 
London  in  general ; and  likewise  by  the  Publie  at 
large,  in  the  benefits  which  resulted  to  his  Majesty’s 
Revenue,  (j) 

These  documents,  evincing  the  favourable  opinion 
of  the  Public  Bodies,  who,  from  their  peculiar  situa- 
tions, were  best  qualified  to  make  comparisons  between 
the  state  of  morals  among  the  labouring  Class,  and 
also  the  extent  of  the  delinquency,  as  it  applied  to 
West-India  Property,  before  and  after  the  operations 
of  the  Marine  Police,  have  been  since  confirmed  by 
the  body  of  West-India  Planters;  who,  after  a full 
investigation  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  remedies 
wbieh  had  been  applied,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
an  evil,  which  had  very  long  been  felt  as  a serious 
pressure,  and  in  the  suppression  of  which,  they  were 
most  of  all  interested,  added  their  testimony  of 

(jJ  At  a Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  IFest-  Indta  Merchants, 
relatrve  to  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  held  at  the  Marine 
^ Society s O^ce,  January  s^,  I;99. 

JIMOLVEP, 

, That  this  Committee  a c deeply  impressed  u-ith  a high  sense 
of  the  singular  advantages,  which  appear  to  have  resulted  to  the 
_ Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London  in  general,  but  prticularly  to 
the  West-India  Planters  and  Merchants,  in  the  protccticn  afforded 
to  their  Propeny,  by  the  exertions  of  the  Mau'ne  Police  Institution, 
as  well  as  by  the  general  system  established  for  the  prevention  of 
Pillage  and  Plunder,  arising  out  of  the  measures  for  deicaion, 
pursued  by  the  lylagistratcs  presiding  at  the  Marine  Police  Office, 
by  which  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  great  and  extensive 
benefits  have  a'so  resulted  to  his  Majesty’s  ReVenue. 

approbation, 
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ivpprob«ttun,  a vote  of  thanks  to  ibe  Author  of 
the  design.  (/) 

In  addition  to  these  proofs  of  the  conviction,  of 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  prevention  of  the 
Piuader  of  West- India  Property,  of  the  utility  of  the 
Marine  Police  System,  may  be  added  the  general 
Testimony  of  those  who  have  had  access,  ^to  know 
precisely  the  nature  of  die  Protection  afftirdcd  tp 
West-India  Property,  before  and  since  the  Establish- 
ment of  this  Institution. 

• . / * 

In  the  Ships,  during  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes, 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Puliec,  none  of  those  in- 
famous transactions  with  llccelvers  have  been  suf- 
fered, whereby  excessive  Pilhige  took  place  in  the 
night,  by  means  of  a previous  understanding  with 

• » . 

(t)  Exfrart  fnm  tbt  Minuttt  tf  a Central  Meeting  tf  the  U'est- 
Ind'ta  Planters,  held  by  Public  Advertitemeat,  at  Tf^right’s 
Ce^ce-bcau,  Seho  Sqaare,  Leaden,  Jsiae  1 3,  1 “99  — Xht 
Right  Hat.  Lard  Peurbjn  in  tie  Chair,  > 

KlsoLveo, 

That  Lord  PenAyn  be  requested  to  communicate  the  thanks  of 
this  Meeting  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  petsfr. 
verance  with  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  form  an  effectual  check 
to  the  syitctn  of  Depredation,  which  prevailed  oa  the  River 
Thamci. 

% 

Cafj  ef  a Nett  from  the  Right  Men.  Lord  Pekrlyjt  te  Patrick 
Cel^mbemn,  £sp 

Lord -Penrhyn  pretents  his  coatpluDcntt  to  Mr  Ctdquhoun,  and 
has  the  honour  of  transmitting  him  the  enclosed  Resolution. 

Lord  Penrhyn  feels  a very  particular  satisfaction,  in  convej'tilg 
the  scfttiaents  of  the  Meeting,  and  Aelr  approbation  of 'Mr. 
Colquhoun’t  pba.  ' • > - ii  ; • - ■ 


the 


032 


TKEATISB  OW 


the  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers  ; while  the ’Lum- 
pers, Gxjpers,  and  all  others  on  boards  were  effec- 
tually prevented  by  the  terror  which  the  System  ex- 
cited, and  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Officers,  acting 
under  control  of  the  Surveyors,  and  the  risque  of  de- 
tection by  the  House-Constables  on  shore. 

The  Watermen  were  no  longer  observed  hanging 
about  Ships  during  their  discharge,  nor  were  the 
Mudlarks  to  be  seen,  as  formerly,  surrounding  them 
at  low  water.  It  now  ceased  to  be  an  object  with 
both,  since  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 

Not  a few  of  the  Journeymen  Lightermen,  finding 
no  advantage  could  be  obtained  by  forming  connec- 
tions with  persons  on  board  of  West-India  Ships,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  concealing  Plunder  in 
the  Fore-scuttle,  seldom  attended  until  called  upon 
to  remove  their  Craft  to  the  Quays ; and  they  were 
.equally  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  renew  their 
former  practices  by  pillaging  the  goods  in  their  pas- 
sage to  the  Quays,  as  a Police  Constable  uniformly 
attended  and  remained  in,  until  the  goods  were 
placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Quay  Guard. 

,The  Scuffle-Hunters  and  Long-apron-Men  upon 
the  Wharfs,  were  equally  unsuccessful  in  their  at- 
tempts to  obtain  Pillage  after  the  goods  were  landed, 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  Guards  upon  the  different 
Quays;  while  the  Labourers  in  the  Warehouses  re- 
ceived a severe  check  from  the  vigilant  eye,  which 
was  kept  upon  the  well-known  Receivers,  by  the 
Land  Constables,  and  the  detection  of  Offenders,  in 
1 the 
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the  transit  of  the  booty,  and  also  by  the  Prosecutions 
and  Punishments  which  afterwards  followed. 

As  a further  proof  of  the  effect,  of  the  System, 
many  of  these  Receivers  have  moved  off : and 
the  River  is  no  longer  infested  by  Light-Horsemen 
or  Plunderers  of  West-India  Ships  during'  the 
night. 

The  Sales  at  the  Customhouse,  when  compared 
with  former  years,  demonstrated  that  the  quantity  of 
Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  West-India  Commodities^ 
seized  from  Plunderers  of  every  description  upon  the 
River,  from  being  extensive,  in  former  years,  was 
greatly  reduced  during  the  period  of  the  operation 
of  the  Preventive  System  : (m)  and  had  it  fortu^ 
nately  extended  to  all  the  Ships  that  arrived,  little 
doubt  can  • be  entertained  of  the  Depredations  on 
West-India  Property  being  alrafost  completely  eradi* 
cated.  ' • ' ......  ■ 

' ■/  . ) ■>  ■ 

Sugar.  Coffn. 

(a)  Customhouse  Sales  for  the  year,  previous 


to  the  Eftablishment  of  the  Marine  Ib.> 

Police  28,446  ,.,i3,57f 

Sales  for  the  year,  after  the  Establish- 
ment of  the  Marine  Police  ...  9»3“o  3>7i6 


JUdaction  of  Seijaites  - 1 «•  i . i9»o76  % 9,864 


It  is  believed,  thut  opon  minoto  inq|uiryi  it  will  turn  Obt'b 
point  'of  fact,,  that  little  or  no  Sugar  or  Cofice  wasaeiaed,  in  tbe 
possession  of  Thieves,  during  the  year  ending  in  March  i J99,  _and 
that  the  Sales  were  chiefly  composed  of  private  adventures  seiated  m 
' the  Ships^  apd  (tot  of  Plunder  as  on  former  occaiionf.  ‘ . ■ - "* 

The 


Digitized  by  Google 


S54 


Ta»ATI««  ov 


> The  CortdadtofS  of ' thi»  <ie^n  ^ling  'sutoagl^, 
however;  the' <lan|rers  «^qb  iaMg^t«i^'ir9(n  the 
u'ant  M'  that  direet  an(i>  imntodiato,  PfOC^ioH  of 
^ich  the  Proprietors  of  the  Catpx*,  who  were  to 
be  tbc  Sufferers,  «ere  io  most  insiaaces  %iionuit, 
cfsployed  every  means  thiu  oo«ld  be  demised  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  these  unprotected  Ships,  with  a 
view  io  the  detection  of  Pkuxfercrs  during, the 
bight,  and  of  searching  the  ehkf  part  of  the  Lon)' 
pers,  on  leaving  the  u/yprot0cteti]Ship6  where  they 
w<ere  employed  as  Labourers  ; and  it  is  beheved  tlie 
chief  part  was  detected,  since  noarly  two  hundred 
were  ekfaer  imprisoned  of  fined  for  small  Offences, 
while  fburieen  have  bcon  put  upon  thek*  Trial  few 
higher  Crimes,  of  which  number,  it*is  to  be  la> 
meiMed,  that  it  bocarae  necessary  to  make  some 
sfCvore  .■  examples : which,  when  joined  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  System,  no  doubt,  operated 
powerfully  as  a collateral  check  wherever  the 
recommendations  of  the  Merchants  could  not  be 
carried  into  effect,  by  the  more  imnaediate  pro- 
tectibn  of  Constables;  and  however  much  it  is  to 
Le  regretted,  that  any  part  of  the  Property  of 
the  Owners  of  West-India  Cargoes  should  have  been 
at  all  exposed  to  danger,  while  the  means  of  Pre- 
vention existed  ; yet  upon  the  whole,  although  the 
lact  can  never  be  accurattdy  ascertained,  there  are 
■ Wrong  grounds  to  bdieve,  that  the  agg^Tegate  Plun- 
jdef  pf  West-India  Produce  on  the  ^iver  Thames, 
as  it  applica  to  the  ImpcK-utioa  from  July  1798,  to 
1.'.  I March 
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March  1799,  (x)  does  not  amount  to  One-fiftteih 
fart  of  the  loss  that  was  sustained  in  fomur  years,  and 
that  the  Saving  to  the  Proprietors  must  of  course 
•have  considerably  exceeded  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  a year  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  Cotton,  Cocoa,  Pi- 
mento.  Ginger,  and  other  articles,  while  the  Revenue 
sKust  have  gained  also  a very  large  Sum,  ^ 

* • • . . \ 

- (x)  Im^orutsonsf  Sugar  and  RbhI)  foora  tiic  WosuIiuKa  14ands, 
4cc.  «o  the  Port  of  London,  from  the  3d  qf  July  i;9S  to  the  ajtii  of 


March  1 799 : 

t .. 

' 

. jW 

‘ Shift, 

Casit^Sngar, 

Cutkt-Rm 

Jamaica 

• 

72,208 

f7.959 

Antigua 

>4  • 

5,258 

7»5 

Sf.  Kitts  • 

u ■ 

6,137 

W- 

Barbados 

’ >7  • • 

7»Q6« 

• 65- 

Granada 

18 

6,806 

Montserrat 

6 

’ *»742 

■ 568 

Neris 

k 

1,867' 

41* 

Dombica 

*4 

4»'5* 

•t.  . 400 

St.  Vincents 

s6 

JO, >47  . 

908 

Tortola 

3 

7F9 

109 

Bermuda 

I 

*7' 

o- 

Sundry  Places 

108 

33.35* 

2,271 

Total 

389 

«y.576 

24,611 

CHAP. 
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C II  A P.  VI. 

The  Effects  produced  ly  the  collateral  Influence  of  the 
Police  System  in  guarding,  in  a certain  degree,  other 
Branches  of  Trade,  besides  that  of  the  JVest- Indies 
from  Depredation,  particularly  the  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, and  Stores,  of  all  Ships  and  Tessels  in  the 
River : — In  the  Utility  of  the  Design  to  the  East- 
• India 'Compare  : — To  the  American  and  Hamburgh 
Merchants,  evinced  by  the  public  Testimor^  of  Ship- 
Masters  in  these  Trades: — To  the  Canada  Trade: — 
The  Russian  Merchants  : — The  Importers  of  Tim- 
ber and  Grain,  Wines,  Brandies,  Fruits,  &c. — 
And  to  the  Coasting  and  Coal  Trade : — In  the 
Protection  afforded  to  outward-bound  Cargoes  : — 
The  Security  shewn  to  be  incomplete,  inasmuch  as 
the  chief  attention  of  the  Police,  and  the  Force  it  etn- 
ploYS  is  principally  confined  to  the  Protection  of 
fJest- India  Property. — 'The  General  Extension  of 
the  Design  highly  desireable. 


A.I.TIIOUGH  the  Preventive  System,  as  having  ori- 
ginated with  the  Body  of  West-India  Merchants, 
was  of  course,  in  a great  measure,  confined  to  the 
Protection  of  this  species  of  Commercial  Property, 
yet  the  general  influence  of  the  design  extended 
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collateraly  to  all  Branches  of  Trade  and  Navigation 
in  the  River  Thames  : and  it  was  only  because  the, 
Civil  Force  was  insufficient,  and  that  the  System 
did  not  admit  of  arrangements,  calculated  to  com- 
pass the  general  Protection  of  the  Port,  that  some 
Depredations  continued  to  be  committed. 

Limited  however,  as  it  has  been,  both  wnth  re- 
spect to  pecuniary  Resources,  and  a competent  num- 
ber of  Boats  and  Assistants,  to  overawe  and  detect 
Offenders  in  every  part  of  a wide-extended  River, 
and  still  more  so  on  the  numerous  Wharfs  and 
Quays,  from  whence  the  Police  Guards  were  with- 
drawn as  soon  as  the  West-India  Cargoes,  under 
their  charge,  were  in  a state  of  Security;  certain  it  is, 
that  the  regular  Perambulation  of  the  Police  Boats, 
in  their  daily  and  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River  (few 
as  their  numbers  comparatively  were)  produced  a 
very  important  effect  in  preventing  those  Depreda- 
tions of  River  Pirates,  upon  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  and 
Stores,  of  unprotected  Ships,  to  which  they  had  on- 
former  occasions,  been  exposed  ; and  by  which  out-' 
rages  considerable  losses  were  sustained. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  advantages  which 
Ship  and  Craft  Owners  have  received  from  the  Esta- 
blishment, and  the  operation  of  this  Design,  since  it 
appears  upon  the  Rpcords  of  the  Institution,  that  in 
Snow-Storms,  and  severe  Weather,  when  Vcssela 
drifted  from  their  Moorings,  and  when  only  the  Po-' 
lice  Boats  attempted  to  go  upon  the  River,  thp  ijau-, 
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tk»I  skill  and  labour  of  the  Surveyors  and  Boat  Offi- 
cers have  been  zealously  excited  in  saving  both  Ship- 
ping and  Craft,  which  would  probably  otherwise  have 
been  lost,(y)  if  such  timely  assistance  had  not  been 
aflfbrded. 

To  the  Shipping  and  Craft  in  general,  this  Insti- 
tution. has  afforded  a security  which  cannot  suffici- 
ently be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  great  Pro- 
perty at  hazard  in  the  River  Thames,  in  times  like 
the  present,  when  the  Crews  cannot  be  kept  on 
board,  and  when,  besides  the  damages  arising  from 
tempestuous  weather,  a still  greater  calamity  was  at 
one  period  to  be  apprehended  from  conflagration, 
contemplated  by  incendiaries,  whose  diabolical  de- 
signs, it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  been  fl  iistrated  by  tho 
vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police,  and  the  terror  which 
the  hazard  of  detection  must  have  occasioned,  from 

[y)  In  the  night  of  the  ltd  of  October  1798,  the  Brig  Tyger 
was  (UsTOvered  drifting,  and  in  a situation  of  great  danger,  from 
which  she  wai  rescued  by  two  of  the  Police  Surveyors.  On  the 
30th  of  January  1 799,  the  American  Ship  Amiable  was,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  discovered  by  the  Police  Surveyors,  to  be 
in  a very  perilous  situation,  in  a Snow-Storm,  having  drifted  ftom 
her  Anchors  and  carried  away  her  Quarter  Gallery,  and  approach, 
ing  fait  toward*  a tier  of  Shipping,  where  great  damage  must 
have  ensued,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interposition  of  Mr.  Thompson' 
a Police  Surveyor,  then  on  duty  on  the  River,  who  assisted  the 
Mate,  a pmftct  stranger,  in  putting  the  Vessel  into  a state  of 
Security.  Various  cases  have  occurred,  where  instanecs  of  Craft 
laden  with  valuable  Cargoes,  and  also  Baits  have  been  found  a-drift 
on  the  River  and  secured,  until  notice  could  be  given  to  the 
Owners. 

a kuow- 
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a knoti4edge  tkat  the  Pblice  Boats  were  constantly 
upon  the  River. 

' To  the  East-btdla  Comfam,  although  the  system 
did  Qot  immediately  extend  its  protection  to  their 
Ships,  yet  considerable  bencht  has  been  derived  by 
the  apprehension  of  Lumpers,  with  Tea,  Pepperj^and 
other  Articles,  and  in  exciting  a greater  degree  of 
caution  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  wrae  to  prevent  every  species 
of  Pillage  and  Depredatioif. 

Nor  have  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  this 
great  Company  been  backward  in  manifesting  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  utility  of  this  new  Esta- 
blislirocnt,  since  they  have  committed  to  its  charge 
matters  of  considerable  importance,  on  which  both 
secrei'y  and  conffdence,  in  the  proper  execution  of 
the  trust,  beoanKs  indispensably  necessary.  - ■ 

• Among  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on,' 
to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  those  of  America 
and  Gennauv,[z)  (where  the  aggregate  Imports  and 
Exports  amount  to  above  Sixteen  Millions  a year) 
have  not  only  felt,  but  acknowledged  the  advantages 
which*  have  been  derived  from  the  Marine  Police, 
even  upon  its  present  very  limited  scale, — as  appears 
by  the  following  testimonies  : — . 


We  the  yndcreigned,  Mas/eri  of  American  SiAfa,  trading 
td  the'  Port  of  London,  do  publicly  declare,  that  until  the  «st»- 
bKsfrment  of  fhe  Marine  Police,  the  Cargoes  and  Stores  of  our 
Ships  whilf:  dvTi^ring  and  taking  in,  were  constantly  Itibjecl 


(z)  See  Table,  p.  aa. 
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to  Plun^,  by  various  descriptions  of  Plunderers  on  the  River 
Thames,  but  since  such  an  establishment  of  a River  Police,  wc 
have  experienced  the  greatest  difference  as  to  the.  security  of 
Property  on  the  River,  occasioned,  in  our  opinion,  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Guard  Boats,  and  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police 
Institution,  constantly,  day  and  night,  patrolling  on  the  said 
River.  I n testimony  whereof,  we  hereunto  subscribe  our  names, 
and  tbe  Ships  we  icspeaively  command. 

Signed  by  Seventeen  Shif-Afattert. 

We,  the  undersigned  Mateers  of  Hamburgh  Ships  and 
Vessels,  trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  being  truly  sensible  of 
the  manifest  difference  as  to  the  security  of  Property,  on  the 
River  Thames,  arising  from  the  vigilance  of  the  Guard  Boats 
and  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  patrolling  the 
River,  by  day  and  by  night,  do  consider  it  our  duty  voluntarily 
and  publicly  to  declare,  that  whereas,  formerly  our  Cables, 
Hawsers,  and  every  article  of  Ships’  Stores,  as  well  as  the  in- 
ward and  outward  Cargoes  of  our  Ships,  while  delivering  or  tak- 
ing in,  ware  continually  subject  to  the  greatest  Plunder,  by  a set 
of  lawless  banditti,  that  then  infested  the  River : We  have,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  experienced 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  in  the  protection  afibrded  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  Boats  and  Officers  belonging  to  the  Office;  and 
in  testimony  do  subscribe  our  names,  and  the  names  of  the 
Ships  and  Vessels  we  respectively  command. 

Signed  by  Thirty  Ship-Masters. 

The  valunble  Trade  with  Canada,  has  also  felt  the 
protecting  influences  of  the  System,  and  the  detec- 
tion of  various  Offenders  in  committing  very  ex- 
tensive Depredations  on  limp,  imported  from  Russia, 
has  been  the  means  of  recovering  considerable 
quantities  of  that  Article  which  had  been  plundered 
and  stolen. 
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••  I^or  has  the  extensive  Commerce  in  Titter  and 
Grain  been  less  benefited,  by  the  collateral  ch^ks  to . 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex- 
posed. The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
have  taken  place,  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained,  ■ 

In  the  importation  of  Fruits,  Wines,  Dye  Stuffs, 
Brandies,  Gin,  and  other  Liquors,  considerable  bene- 
ifits  have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established,  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers, 
Tin  Tubes,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  nozles,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  large  quantities 
of  Liquors. 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  gener^ 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de- 
predations extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Commercial  Property. 

But  the  Coal  Trade,  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only,  to  orighial  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  but 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  importation  into  the  River 
Thames,  The  important  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is  rendered 
manifest  by  a candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
it  was  in,'  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po- 

R lice 


242 


TREATISE  OX 


lice  System.  The  prevciuion  of  the  excessive  Pillage 
in  the  Colliers,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of 
public  Markets,  for  the  sale  of  plundered  Coals, 
and  the  check  given  to  the  daily  and  nightly  depre- 
dations which  were  committed  in  the  Coal  Barges, 
will  be  best  explained  by  the  following  public  tes- 
timony : — 

At  a general  Meeting  of  the  Buyers  and  Factors  of  Coals,  in 
the  Port  of  London,  held  this  Day,  at  the  Gun  Tavern, 
Billingsgate — Dated  the  c)th  fanuary,  1799. 

It  wa.s  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  that 
the  Pillage  of  Coals,  in  the  River  Thames,  has  been  consider- 
ably prevented  by  the  exertions  of  the  Marine  Police  Office, 
which  exertions,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  continued  in  future.  It  is 
likewise  determined,  that  a copy  of  the  above  resolution  shall 
be  sent  to  the  Office,  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

(Signed,)  J.  R.  Wood,  Chairman. 

To  the  firmness,  temper,  and  humanity,  which, 
from  the  first  moment,  have  been  displayed  in  resort- 
ing more  generally  to  seasonable  admonitions,  than 
to  the  example  of  punishment,  is  to  be  attributed  the 
very  general  sense  which  an  unpolished  race  of  men 
entertains  of  the  former  turpitude  of  their  conduct; 

• and  the  important  cliange  which  has  been  brought 
about,  with  respect  to  offences  of  this  nature. 

Such  has  been  the  effect  of  this  very  limited 
experiment,  with  respect  to  the  various  articles 
Imported  into  the  River  Thames. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  extensive  robberies 
6 committed 
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committed  on  outward-bound  Cargoes,  have  arisen  in 
part,  or  at  least  have  considerably  increased,  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  being, 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillage,  which 
they  fonnerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a degree,  and 
almost  without  check  or  control  ; but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence,  that  offences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed,  and  been  carried  on  to  a great 
extent ; and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents,  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  as  a means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
deprediition,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  daring  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  : and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 
R '2  Delinquents, 
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Delinquents,  and  in  preventing  a repetition  oT  the 
same  mischief,  the  Export  Trade  in  common  nnth 
the  Imports,  has  derived  bcnclk  from  the  security 
which  has  been  thus  aftbrded. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  these  benefits  and  this 
security  can  only  at  present  be  considered  as  partial, 
since  the  effective  part  of  the  System  as  yet  applies 
only  to  one  branch  of  Trade,  to  the  protection  of 
which  the  Civil  Force  is  chiefly  directed.  This 
howCTcr,  admits  of  an  easy  remedy ; namely,  an 
extension  of  the  Design  to  the  whole  Commerce  of 
the  Port.  The  propriety  of  a measure  so  salutaiy, 
even  without  the  various  lights  which  this  Treatise 
throws  upon  the  subject,  has  already  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  exertions  of  many  of  the 
most  respectable  characters,  in  whom  the  Commer- 
cial Body  place  their  chief  confidence ; but  the 
details  and  explanations  which  relate  to  the  varioos 
remedies  which  ought  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose 
of  eradicating  the  evil,  and  rendering  the  security 
permanent  and  complete,  will  be  reserved  for  another 
Chapter. 
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CHAP.  VII, 

Considerations  on  iha  National  advantages  of  the 
Maritis  Police  Institution : — The  ben^ts  vohich 
would  arise  from  an  extension  of  the  same  design^ 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  Trade  is 
carried  on : — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  Liver- 
pool,  and  the  River  Severn. — The  benefits  to  the 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Stolen  Property ; in  the  check  given  to  illicit 
Trade ; and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval, 
Victualing,  and  Military  Stores. — The  sense  enter- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Laws,  and  of  the  want  of  a proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  and  embezzlement 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  estimating  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  under  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  1 50,000  a 
year: — The  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagra- 
tion by  Ituendiaries. — Concludirtg  Observations. 


In  all  instances  wl)ere  internal  regulations  operate 
beneficially  to  bodies  of  men  or  individuals,  an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 

In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Politic  Institution 

becomes 
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becomes  extremely  prominent,  as  a wise  measure  of 
Government,  highly  interesting  wherever  Commerce 
is  carried  on,  since  it  appears  that  the  contagion  of 
Pillage  is  not  confined  to  the  River  Thames  alone ; 
but  has  infected  every  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  more 
or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  opulence, 
and  the  extent  of  Commercial  Property  in  circula- 
tion. (a)  Nor  is  this  view  of  the  too  general  cor- 
ruption of  morals  among  Aquatic  Labourers,  carried 
even  to  the  extent  which  truth  and  a knowledge  of 
facts  fully  warrant. 

Evil  examples  are  of  rapid  grow  th  ; and  where  no 
pruning  hand  exists,  they  speedily  extend  their 
poison  far  and  wide.  It  appears,  in  fact,  that  the 
immense  Property  w'hich  floats  iijwn  navigable  Rivers 
and  Canals  in  all  quarters,  is  become  subject  to  Waste 
and  Depredation  in  a very  great  degree.  {/>)  Strongly 

evincing 

(a)  Since  the  cstablijhment  of  the  Marine  Police,  an  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Superintending  Magistrate,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  West-India  Merchants  trading  to  the  Port  of  Liverpool, 
representing  that  «,'e«  ihtre,  notwithstanding  the  (orvmieKcjf  ef  the 
Docks  end  Ik'arthouscs,  excessive  pillage  takes  place,  particularly  in 
the  article  of  Coffee,  which  is  conveyed  to  Manchester  in  great 
quantities : — and  requesting  information  respecting  the  plan  pursued 
on  the  Thames  for  sujiprcssing  this  evil. — Every  information  and 
assistance  was  of  course  afforded. 

{b)  A Letter  recently  received  by  the  Magistra  es  of  the  Marine 
Police,  from  a respectable  House  in  Stourport  in  Worcestershire, 
contains  the  following  statement : — " We  are  Proprietors  of  Trows 
" and  Barges  in  the  River  Severn,  employed  in  the  conveyance  ot 
•*  the  roost  valuable  Manufactures  of  this  Country,  betw'ccn  this 
“ place  and  the  Port  of  Bristol  every  Spring-tide.  Our  Vessels, 

“ called 
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evincing  that  the  science  of  Police  as  it  has. been 
aj)|jlieu  to  the  River  Thames,  has  become  a grcai 

National 

“ called  Trow'»,  are  all  open.  The  Gixxls  are  protected  from 
“ damage  by  tarpaulins  only.  They  will  carry  1 20  Tons  or  more, 
“ and  arc  navigated  by  seven  or  eight  men,  but  nescr  proceed 
“ higher  up  tlie  River  than  from  Bristol  to  Gloucester.  .After. 
“ wards, .the  Cargo  is  put  into  Barges,  .and  the  Crew  distributed 
amongst  them  ; and  these  with  occasional  assistance  bring  their 
“ Cargo  home.  On  the  downward  voyage,  the  Goods  are  put  on 
“ board  of  from  three  to  ten  or  more  Barges,  which  convey  them  to 
“ Gloucester ; a part  of  the  men  proceed  from  thence  in  the  T rosv 
“ to  Bristol  with  the  Goods,  while  the  others  return  home  tQ  l>e 
“ ready  for  the  ensuing  springs.  It  is  during  the  transit  of  these 
“ upward  and  downward  Cargoes  of  the  most  valuable  Mcrchan. 
“ disc,  that  the  most  daring,  systematic,  and  en  rmous  Plunder  is 
“ carried  on,  which  would  stagger  credibility,  and  which  atfects 
“ us  as  common  Carriers  so  seriously,  that  not  knowing  how  or  in 
“ what  manner  to  proceed,  we  have  made  free  to  solicit  the  favour 
“ of  your  assistance.  At  an  extravagant  cxpence  and  infinite 
“ trouble,  we  employ  people  to  weigh  the  various  jvickagcs  of 
“ Manufactures  of  Shcftield,  Birmingham,  and  Mancliv.ster,  on 
“ receipt  and  deliver)-,  when  it  not  unfrequcmly  turns  out,  that  a 
“ juckage  weighing  alike  at  each  place,  shall  contain  a quantity  of 
“ Bricks  and  Stones  as  a substitute  for  other  valuables.  The 
" common  men  receive  135.  or  14s  a-wcek  Itesides  provisions, 
“ notwithstanding  not  a Cargo  anives  without  dcpredat.oiis  being 
committed.  There  are  four  other  concerns  of  this  sort,  ,ot 
“ which  ours  is  one,  whose  losses  arc  grievous.  It  is  sup|wc-d 
“ there  are  Receiving-houses  for  the  reception  of  tltc  anides  w hich 
“ arc  stolen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  nham  ; and  a respectable 
“ Inhabitant  of  that  place  states,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
“ small  degree  of  danger,  to  attempt  to  detect  and  punish  them. 
“ We  are  persuaded  there  cannot  tome  a cask  of  Liquors  without 
“ adulteration,  and  no  Gentleman  will  trust  a pipe  of  Wine  In 
“ their  bands.  The  Masters  of  Vessels  arc  equally  ignorant  as 
their  Crews,  and  are  supposed  to  league  with  them.  T iris,  added 
**  to  the  extreme  di£cu]ty  of  bringing  home  the  charge,  and  the 

“ slight 
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National  object ; and  that  the  application  of  reme- 
dies similar  to  those  adopted  in  the  Port  of  London, 
is  requisite  wherever  Commercial  Property  passes  in 
transit. 

To  the  Country  at  large  therefore,  this  success- 
ful experiment  becomes  highly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  an  antidote  to  a growing  evil  has  been  thus  dis- 
covered by  the  general  application  of  which  Property 
is  to  be  preserved  from  Waste  and  Pillage  ; the 
Public  Revenue  is  to  be  secured;  and  the  morals  of 
a great  and  useful  body  of  people  amended  and 
improved. 

To  these  general  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  Country,  by  extending  the  regulations  of  politi- 
cal oEconomy,  which  have  been  experimentally 
prpved  to  be  so  salutary  and  correct  with  respect  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  Property  on  the  River 
Thames,  are  to  be  added  the  specific  benefits  which 
are  derived  by  the  State,  not  only  from  the  increase 
of  Revenue  obtained  on  many  valuable  articles 
which  were  plundered  and  smuggled  ; but  also  from 
the  prevention  of  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
illicit  Trade  which  formerly  prevailed  hy  the  dread 
of  detection  by  the  Police  Officers,  and  the  obloquy 
attached  to  men  who  arc  thus  subjected  to  a public 
inquiry  on  suspicion  of  being  Criminals. 

" (light  ponishnient  inflicted,  emboldens  to  more  flagrant  and  coo- 
“ tinned  robbery. — ^,^.1000  value  of  Salt  was  stolen  List  year. — 
“ After  you  have  considered  this,  may  we  be  yiermitted  to  hope 
*'  for  your  reply. Steurfart,  An^us!  13,  1799.” 

But 
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• Bat  these  are  not  the  only  benefits  which  the  Stats 
has  derived  from  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police. 
His  Majesty's  Naval,  Victoaling,  and  Militai^t 
Stores,  have  experienced  a security  heretofore  un- 
knowift  Many  extensive  depredations  have  been 
prevented  merely  from  the  terror  which  the  system 
excited,  and  from  the  detections  which  held  forth  to 
Delinquents,  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed 
from  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  design. 

The  records  of  the  Institution  and  the  frequent 
communications  with  the  Navy  and  Victualing 
Boards,  in  consequence  of  the  pillage  and  embezzle- 
ments of  Public  Stores  which  were  discovered  and 
detected,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  influence  of  ' 
this  branch  of  Police,  crippled  as  it  has  been  for 
want  of  apposite  Laws,  (c)  was  not  confined  in  the 

benefits 

(f)  The  deficiency  of  the  Law*  as  they  partictilarly  apply  to 
minor  ofienccs  in  purloining  and  embezzling  His  Majesty’s  Stores, 
have  been  so  prominent  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty’s  Navy,  by  the  recent  acquittal  of  several  Offendirs,  that 
they  have  formed  the  laudable  resolution  of  applying  to  Parliament 
for  more  apposite  Legisbtive  Regulations,  calculated  to  reach  the 
various  cases  of  pillage  which  now  frequently  occur,  where  the 
Culprits  escape  without  any  punishment  at  all,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  Public,  inasmuch  as  crimes  of  a peculiar  description  are 
generated  and  increased  from  the  security  experienced  by  Delin- 
quents. As  a proof  of  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  of 
the  Police  System  by  the  Commissioners,  and  of  their  patriotic 
intention  to  use  every  means  for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  exten- 
sive and  growing  evil,  the  following  Letter  has  been  addressed  by 
their  Solicitor  to  the  Author  of  this  Work,  who  is  now  anxiously 
employed  in  devising  a plan  of  Police  adapted  to  the  prevention  of 
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benefits  it  conferrel,to  G>;nmercia’  Property  alone; 
but  that  it  extended  collatcraly  to  the  protection  of 
every  species  of  Government  Stores  in  transit  upon 
the  River  Thames. 

The  effect  of  the  System  operating  thus  benefici- 
ally to  the  State,  is  proved  not  only  by  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  detected  and  punished,  («/) 

Fr.iudt,  Plunder,  and  Embezzlements,  in  His  Majesty’s  Arsenals, 
Dock-yards,  and  Ships  of  War  and  Transports,  Ac. 

Sir,  NorfaU-Street,  May  l6,  1799. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  having  an  intention  of  apply, 
ing  to  Parliament,  to  extend  and  amend  the  Laws  for  preventing 
the  embezzlement  and  stealing  of  His  Majesty’s  Naval  Stores,  and 
having  directed  me  in  preparing  the  intended  Bill,  to  attend  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  on  the  subject  in  your  excellent 
and  valuable  Publication,  I shall  consider  myself  as  obliged  to  you, 
as  I am  sure  the  Commissioners  will,  if  you  will  at  your  leisure 
have  the  goodness  to  furnish  me  with  any  hints  upon  the  subject, 
which  may  have  occurred  to  you  since  the  publication  of  your 
Treatise,  and  which  you  think  may  be  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature.  I am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Ta  P.  Calquhaun,  Eiq.  CHAS.  BICKNELL. 

(if)  Besides  the  detection  of  three  Masters  of  Transports  and 
eleven  other  persons,  (Seamen  and  others),  having  Naval  Stores 
unlawfully  in  their  possession,  a most  extensive  pillage  and  em- 
bezzlement in  the  numerous  Victualing  Hoys,  conveying  Liquors, 
Provisions,  and  other  Stores,  to  the  Russian  Men  of-War,  and  Hu 
Majesty’s  Ships  in  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medway,  have  been  dis- 
lovertd.  The  Receivers  residing  in  the  Towns  and  Villages 
adjeini  g the  River,  have  been  prosecuted,  or  exposed,  and  scv’eral 
of  the  Masters  of  the  Hoys  and  others  who  were  concerned  in  the 
Conspiracy,  have  been  dismissed  and  punished;  and  the  evil  has,  by 
means  of  the  exertions  of  the  Police,  and  the  laudable  examples 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Victualing,  been  in  a great  measure 
prevented. 
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but  still  more  by  the  apparent  diminution  of  the 
evil. 

Hence  it  would  seem,  that  in  whatever  relates  to 
the  permanent  establishment  of  this  System,  the 
State  is  not  less  interested  than  the  Individuals. 
The  benefits  arc  mutual  with  respect  to  the  security 
of  Property  against  the  depredations  of  Delinquents,  , 
while  in  other  respects,  a paramount  interest  is  felt 
by  the  Government  of  the  Country,  not  only  in  the 
improvement  of  the'  Revenue,  (e)  which  must 
have  increased  very  considerably,  but  also  in  the 
security  against  conflagration  arising  from  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  System,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Laws  relating  to  Gun -Powder  and  boiling  of  Pitch, 
and  other  combustible  matter  in  Ships,  while  at 
their  Moorings  in  a crowded  Port. 

Nor  is  it  unfair  to  presume,  although  no  direct 
proof  can  be  advanced,  that  the  Marine  Police  has 
been  of  singular  use  in  counteracting  the  traitorous 
designs  of  these  desperate  Incendiaries,  who  appear 
from  evidence,  founded  on  the  highest  authority,  to 
have  meditated  the  destruction  o.f  the  whole  Shipping 

in 

(f)  If  it  is  admitted,  according  to  evidence,  that  there  is  not 
one-fiftieth  prt  of  the  plunder  of  West-India  Goods  which  formerly 
took  place,  it  must  follow  that  the  Revenue  on  the  remaining  forty- 
ninc-tiftieths,  estimated  at  more  than  ioc,ooo/.  must,  on  Sugar, 
Coffee,  and  other  articles,  paying  a high  duty,  be  equal  to  jo,ooo/. 
a year,  besides  what  is  gained  on  all  other  articles  of  Commerce : — an 
adyantage  rendered  farther  manifest  by  the  open  declaration  of  Smugg-  ' 
lers, — “ That  thtir  Trade  has  been  more  cut  uf  by  the  Marine  Police, 

“ than  by  the  nvhole  combined  effortt  of  the  Revenue  Oficers." — 

This 
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in  the  River  Thames  in  the  year  1798,  by  a general 
conflagration.  The  evil  happily  has  not  taken  place : 
and  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  the 
dread  of  detection  which  the  System  excited,  in 
consequence  of  the  unremitting  vigilance  of  the 
Surveyors,  in  perambulating  the  River  with  an  armed 
force  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  has  defeated 
these  diabolical  designs. 

• The  utility  of  a watchful  Police  for  the  purpose  of 
controling,  by  its  influence,  the  turbulent  and  unruly 
passions  of  such  a multitude  of  dissolute  characters, 
who  are  at  ail  times  employed  in  Ships  and  Craft  in 
this  extensive  Commercial  Port,  is  too  evident  to 
require  any  comment ; since  occasional  conspiracies 
among  Seamen  and  Labourers,  as  well  as  tumulta 
and  disorders,  may  always  be  dreaded,  where  such  a 
general  corruption  of  morals  prevails  among  so  great 
a body  of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  Community ; 
unless  prevented  by  a well-regulated  and  effective 
Police,  adapted  in  all  respects  to  the  prevention  of 
the  various  evils  which  have  been  ^Ircady  detailed ; 
and  which  has  become  the  more  necessary,  from  the 
view  which  has  been  given  in  this  Work,  of  the 
gradual  and  unfortunate  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  a very  useful 
body  of  men,  with  respect  to  depredations  on  Com- 
mercial and  Public  Property. 

This  however,  may  arise  more  from  the  nature  of  the  Police  Sys. 
fem,  and  the  dread  of  immediate  Punishment,  than  from  any  want 
of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Superior  Officers  of  the  Revenue. 

CHAP. 
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1'hc  means  used  to  render  the  etferlment  of  tie  ^larine 
P<dice  permanent  and  complete. — The  existing  Lews 
found  U>  he  extremely  deficient. — Great  Attention  and 
Circumspection  necessary  on  that  Account. — A nesv 

. System  of  Legislation  digested,  and  grounded  on 
■actual  Experience. — A J4^tsh  suggested  to  extend  the 
. Benefits  of  the  Police  to  tie  whole  Trade  of  the 
Biver.—~A  Proposition  for  raising  a Fu$id  adequate 
4o  this  Object,  submitted  to  the  Trade  at  large. — A 
Bill  modelled  with  ihjs  particular  View  : — Its  lead- 
ing Objects  explained: — To  raise  a Fmui  of  10,000l. 
by  a small  Tonnage  Duty: — To  afford  Complete 
Protection,  by  means  of  Civil  Guards  disciplined  as  a 
regular  Body  : — To  give  extension  to  the  Legal 
Powers  and  Penalties  of  the  Act  of  the  1 Geo.  JLT. 
cap.  28. — The  want  cf  a centre  of  Union  among 
the  Merchants,  assigned  as  a reason  for  the  delays 
■which  have  prevented  the  Establishment  of  a pro- 
per Police.-— The  utility  of  the  Bill  ‘m  removing  the 
Barrier  to  future  Improvements. — Reasons  assigned 
why  Docks  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  a Po- 
lice ; and  why  Pillage  to  a great  extent  must  prevail 
if  no  Establishment  exist  to  prevent  it : — Exempli- 
fied in  the  ‘Case  of  the  Dock-yards,  the  East -India 
IVarehouses,  and  the  Docks  and  Warehouses  at 
Liverpool Security  only  to  be  obtained  I>y  an  over- 
3 azving 
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awing  Police: — This  System  indispensably  necessary 
with  or  without  Docks : — The  same  Service  not  to 
he  performed  in  any  other  way  at  an  equal  Expewe. 
— The  Commercial  Fund  limited  to  the  River  and 
Land  Guards. — The  Magistrates,  &c.  to  be  paid 
by  Government. — Ihe  Principle  explained  upon  which 
the  Table  of  Tonnage  Dues  is  formed. — The  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  Protection  which  this 
Fund  will  afford : — Arguments  offered  in  favour  of 
the  System : — Doubts  suggested  whether  it  will  ope- 
rate at  all  as  a Burthen  on  the  Trade. — Explana- 
tion of  the  Table  of  the  proposed  Totmage  Dues.— 
A permanent  and  energetic  Execution  of  the  whole 
Police  System  secured  by  the  Bill. — Concluding 
Observations. 


Having,  in  the  seven  preceding  Chapters,  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  iniportanee  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  River  Thames ; the  evils  to  which  it  has 
been  exposed,  and  the  partial  remedy  which  has  been 
applied  by  the  successful  experiment  of  a Marine 
Police ; it  now  becomes  necessary  to  develope  the 
means  which  have  been  used  to  render  this  remedy 
permanent  and  complete. 

Very  little  progress  had  been  made  in  systematiz- 
ing this  important  Design,  before  it  w^as  discovered 
that  the  .existing  Laws  were  extremely  deficient ; 

and 
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and  that  various  new  Legislative  Regxilations  were 
indispensably  nccefsary,  to  enable  it  eft'ectually  to 
restrain  the  multiplied  evils  which  were  discovered 
to  exist. 

This  deficiency  was,  in  some  degree,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  excessive  labour  bestowed  in  giving 
vigour  and  effect,  to  whatever  appeared  to  be  incom- 
plete in  respect  to  Legislative  Regulations,  and  the 
caution  and  circumspection  which  was  manifested 
wherever  difficulties  occurred,  counteracted,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  imperfections  and  the  deficient 
powers  which  might  otherways  have  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  object  which  was  to  be  attained,  in 
promoting  the  ends  ef  Public  Justice. 

The  River  Police,  like  a machine  imperfect  in  the 
construction,  required,  and  still  continues  to  require, 
that  unremitting  attention  and  dexterity  in  putting 
it  in  motion,  which  will  cease  to  be  necessary,  when 
regulated  by  Legislative  Provisions,  .adapted  to  the 
precise  purposes  of  meeting  the  various  evils  with 
effect ; — checking  their  progress,  and  ultimately  pre- 
venting their  noxious  operation. 

It  was  evident,  that  the  Projectors  of  this  Plan 
were  to  be  chiefly  indebted  to  practical  experience, 
not  only  for  a correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  defi- 
ciencies ; but  for  those  .lights  which  were  indispens- 
ably necessary,  to  improve  and  mature  the  System, 
so  as  to  render  it  permanently  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
mercial Body,  and  to  the  State. 
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Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  it  not  until 
after  the  lapse  of  six  months,  from  the  Commenc&» 
nicnt  of  the  Institution,  that  attempts  were  made  to 
digest  a system  of  Legislation  applicable  to  its  im- 
provement, and  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
deficiencies  which  were  found  to  operate  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  design. 

During  this  interval  the  most  minute  attention  was 
bestowed  on  the  effect  produced  by  the  vaiious  ar- 
rangements, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Crimes, 
and  also  in  developing  the  causes  by  whieh  Justice 
appeared  to  be  defeated,  or  Offences  generated,  in 
consequence  of  the  imperfections  of  the  Law. 

At  length,  by  means  of  every  aid  which  could  be 
derived  from  an  extensive  judicial  p>rocedure,  in 
which  ail  the  obstructions  to  the  full  attainment  of  a 
complete  Preventive  System  were  accurately  marked, 
the  materials  which  had  been  progressively  collect- 
ing, were  ultimately  arranged  and  digested  in  the 
form  of  a Parliamentary  Bill,  having  yet  only  in 
view  the  Protection  of  the  West-India  Commerce, 
for  which  the  Design  had  been  originally  ftMined. 

At  this  period  however,  the  beneficial  effects  which 
its  partial  influence  had  manifested,  with  r^pect  to 
other  branches  of  Trade,  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  some  of  the  most  respectable  Mwchants  con- 
cerned in  the  general  Commerce  of  the  Port,  who 
euggested  a wish,  that  a System  found  so  advantage- 
ous to  the  West-India  Merchants,  should  be  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port,  and  that 
a permanent  Fund  should  be  raised  undcr’thc  Au- 
thority of  Parliament  for  its  support. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  attend  to  the  gene- 
ral interest  of  this  Trade,  readily  acceded  to  the 
measure,  and  soon  after  a 'Proposal  was  drawn  up 
“ for  raising  a Fund  from  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
“ Port  of  London,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Amount, 
“ profjortioned  upon  the  Tonnage,  according  to  the 
“ value  of  the  Goods  imported  and  exported,  and 
“ the  advantages  each  Branch  is  supposed  to  derive 
“ from  the  Protection  afforded  by  the  Marine  Po- 
“ lice  Institution.” 

This  Proposal,  with  various  explanatory  Observa- 
tions, was  transmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  tlic  West- 
India  Committee,  to  the  Governors  and  IDircctors  of 
the  different  Chartered  Companies;  and  also  to  the 
Chairman  or  principal  Merchants  concerned  in  the 
other  Branches  of  Trade  to  the  Port  of  lyondon,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Design  into  effect. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  ncccssarv 
to  ncw-modcl  the  Bill, — to  introduce  the  financial 
pirt  of  the  System,  which  had  not  been  before  in  con- 
templation, and  to  adapt  the  various  provisions  to  the^ 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port. 

While  the  arrangements  of  this  System  of  Police  ' 
extends  equal  security  to  every  species  of  Com- 
rncrcial  Property,  the  management  of  the  Fund  re- 
mains exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  by  the  whole  Body  of  the  Mcrchams 
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thcnisdvM,  never  to  exceed  Ten  ThiusanJ  Pounds  a 
year,  and  with  power  to  diminish  it  to  any  sum,  on  a 
supposition,  that  hy  degrees  the  habits  and  morals  of 
the  Labourers  and  Mariners  in  the  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
Craft  upon  the  River,  may  be  so  improved  as  to 
render  a less  expensive  Guard  ncccssar}\ 

The  measure  in  view  is  to  employ  this  Fund  in 
extensive  Guards  upon  the  River,  so  as  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  the  numerous  inefBcient  Watchmen 
at  present  employed,  at  a very  enonnous  and  certain 
expeiKe,  while  the  Depredations  which  have  been 
committed  prove  how  uncertain  and  doubtful  the 
advantages  arc,  which  arise  from  this  very  deficient 
bystem. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  substitute  to  this 
scauty  and  incompetent  Guard,  a well-regulated 
permanent  Establishment  of  Police  Officers,  com- 
prehending a Civil  Force  which  shall  be  competent 
to  aftbrd  Complete  Protection  ; and  so  arranged,  dis- 
ciplined, and  instructed,  as  to  insure  Fidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  required,  not  only  by  means  of 
the  control  oi  SiHKrior  Officers,  but  by  the  regubr 
Periodical  Reliefs,  w hich  arc  proposed  ; thereby  en- 
suring the  same  attention  and  punctuality  which  pre- 
vails in  a disciplined  Army,  with  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty, that  the  Commercial  Property  laden  and  dis- 
charged in  the  Port  of  London,  shall  never  be  with- 
out that  species  of  Protection,  which  sbali  secure  it 
from  Pillage  and  Dt'predation,  in  all  situations  whe- 
ther 
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ther  stationary  on  the  Quays,  or  in  transit  upon  the 
River. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
extension  to  the  legal  Powers  and  Penalties  con- 
tained in  the  Aet  of  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  28.  (already  ex- 
plained) on  the  one  band  ; while  on  the  other  it  pro- 
vklcs  a competent  Force,  adequate  in  point  of  Num- 
bers, as  well  as  Funds,  to  accom]^ish  the  Preventive 
System  which  is  in  contemplation. 

In  the  framing  of  this  important  Bill,(/)  upon 
which  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  whether 
in  Docks  or  in  the  River,  will,  in  so  great  a degree 
depend,  nothing  can  exceed  the  anxiety  and  care 
which  have  been  m gttarding  Innocence  from 

Oppression,  and  of  divesting  Power  of  the  Faculty  of 
Jhtse. 

It  extends  to  every  object  calculated  to  form  a 
complete  System  of  Prevention  at  the  least  possible 
expence,  and  ftdly  provides  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London. 

The  utmost  attention  has  been  bestowed  in  anti- 
cipating and  obviating  every  possible  objection  which 
could  be  urged  in  opposition  to  every'  single  Clause  : 
and  it  is  presumed  the  Bill  may  be  said,  with  justice, 
to  have  originated  in  the  purest  spirit  of  Patriotismj 
and  the  most  disinterested  desire  to  do  good,  since 
the  Promoter  of  the  wheJe  of  the  Design,  docs  not 
contemplate  any  personal  advantage,  from  its  pass- 
ing into  a law,  and  has  received  no  reward  bat 

(/)  For  an  Abstract  of  the  Bill,  see  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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that  which  arises  from  the  consciousness  of  wish- 
infj  to  render  an  essential  service  to  his  Country. — 
However  inucli  he  may  rejjrct,  that  the  avocations 
of  those  who  arc  more  immediately  interested  in  the 
benefits  which  have  arisen,  and  must  unquestionably 
aiise  from  this  arduous  undertaking,  prevent  an  ac- 
curate and  minute  investigation  of  the  real  advan- 
tages which  have  been  obtained,  he  consoles  himself 
with  the  hope,  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant  when 
in  thcctfect  of  the  System  it  will  be  manifest,  “ tiat 
tit'  Commerce  ttuJ  Iiei'cnue,  as  well  as  the  Public  In- 
terest, us  it  relates  to  lus  ALijesty  s Stores,  have  hene- 
jited  to  an  extent  very  far  exceeding  any  Estimate  xuhich 
has  been  formed." 

The  concln.sions  which  have  been  made,  standing 
as  they  do  on  the  immutable  basis  of  Truth,  will 
remain  llrni  and  incontrovertible.  The  more  they  are 
considcrctl,  the  more  will  they  dcvclope  the  exten- 
sive utility  of  the  design. 

It  has  been  none  of  the  least  of  the  misfortunes 
wjiich  has  attended  the  itucrc>is  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  greatest  Port  in  the  Worhl,  that  no  general 
Union  existed  among  its  Merchants.  That  they 
might  be  literally  conijiared  to  a Rope  of  Sand,  inca- 
pable of  uniting  cither  knowledge  or  talents  (al- 
though they  j)t)»;css  a very  great  jxirtion  of  both)  in 
suggesting  and  carrying  into  cft'ect  Plans  for  the 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Body. 

On  this  occasion  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  re- 
move this  obstruction,  to  which  is  to  be  attributed, 

almost 
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almost  all  the  evils  which  have  been  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Work. 

To  this  cause  perhaps,  is  also  to  be  ascribed,  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  obtaining  Docks,'  and 
innumerable  obstructions  to  the  improvements  of  the 
Port,  and  the  general  benefit  of  its  Coninicrce  and 
Revenue. 

The  Bill  in  question  among  many  other  great  and 
incalculableadvantages  will,without  exciting  a particle 
of  jealousy  by  conferring  power,  remove  this  Barrier 
to  useful  improvements.  The  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London,  from  being  heretofore  attended  to  by  no- 
body, will  have  efficient  Guardians,  with  power  only 
to  do  good,  and  without  the  faculty  of  doing  evil. 
Such  an  Institution  cannot  therefore,  be  too  highly 
appreciated  ; but  perhaps  it  will  remain  for  Pos- 
terity to  discover  the  true  extent  and  value  of  the 
benefits  which  it  will  confer.  1 

It  has  been  argued  speciously,  that  Docks  will  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  a Police;  but  reasons  equally 
conclusive  may  be  offered  why  those  Establishments 
will  incscase  that  necessity.. 

Men  inured  to  a course  of  Crimes,  are  not  to  be 
made  honest  by  increasing  the  conveniences  for 
shipping  and  discharging  Cargoes,  whatever  these 
accommodations  may  be. 

The  more  closely  they  are  connected,  and  the 
smaller  the  Jjounds  in  which  a multitude  of  labour- 
ing People  are  collected,  the  greater  is  the  danger. 
It  is  impossible  to  lade  or  deliver  Cargoes,  or  to 
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■«tow  or  deposit  Merchamiiso  in  Warehouses,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  Lahourent ; and  equally  im- 
practicable, to  control  their  unruly  pasaions  sad  ra- 
pacious desires,  while  thus  employod  by  the  com- 
mon measures  of  Precaution,  which  can  be  eiercisod 
in  the  usual  course  of  business.  The  Common 
Watchmen,  on  such  occasions,  possess  no  overawing 
influence.  Their  power,  when  compared  with  that 
of  disciplined  Police  Officers,  operates  upon  the 
minds  of  Delinquents,  in  the  same  manner  as  men 
without  W’capons  of  Offenoe,  compared  with  an 
Army  of  Soldiers  properly  accoutred  for  War.  To 
prevent  Crimes,  means  must  be  employed  to  bring 
constantly  under  the  view  of  the  Delinquent,  the  fear 
of  Detection  and  the  certainty  of  being  conveyed  to 
a Magistrate.  This  effect  belongs  e.\clusively  to  the 
Science  of  Preventive  Police,  which  is  only  begin- 
ning to  be  understood.  Experience  has  shewn  bow 
powerfully  it  affects  the  mind  ; and  it  requires  only 
a slight  knowledge  of  Human  Nature  to  conceive  a 
reason  why  it  must  operate  as  a means  of  prevention. 

The  want  of  the  application  of  this  Science  bw 
exposed  the  Property  in  the  Ducks  anti  Warehouses 
at  Ijverfool  to  considerable  Pillage.  The  same  will  be 
the  case  in  London,  if  it  dtws  not  become  the  pro- 
vince of  those,  who  arc  known  to  have  the  power  of 
Punishment,  to  attend  to  this  particular  Depurtmeut. 

.\s  soon  as  the  Docks,  now  in  progress,  shaH  hare 
received  Fleets  for  the  purpose  of  discharge,  a num- 
ber 
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bcr  of  Labourers,  from  2 to  3000,  many  of  them  in 
the  habit  of  committing  crimes,  must  necessarily  be 
admitted  constantly  into  them.  In  what  manner  is  this 
multitude  of  depraved  characters,  to  be  j)reventcd 
from  committing  Excesses  ? The  Functions  of  the 
Docltmastcr  have  no  relation  to  this  object,  nor  would 
any  arrangement  he  could  make  for  preventing  dis- 
orders avail.  Unskilled  in  the  mode  of  Detection, 
and  incapable,  from  other  business — from  ignorance 
of  the  Law,  or  from  timidity ht  the  view  of  audacious 
Rapacity  and  Opposition,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  act  so  as  to  overawe  Offenders,  or  to  keep 
them  within  bounds.  Wherever  multitudes  of  de- 
praved characters  are  collected  in  one  spot.  Danger  is 
vnmediately  and  at  ell  times  to  he  apprehemled.  The 
class  of  aquatic  Labourers  on  the  Thames  differ  from 
all  others,  inasmuch  as  their  attention  is  coustautly 
directed  towards  Plunder,  and  the  means  of  procur- 
ing and  conceding  it.  They  arc  in  this  view  placing 
tbemsslves  constantly  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
intentions  of  their  Employers,  who  arc  perhaps,  at 
the  moment  unconseious  of  what  is  going  forward. 
Being  all  equally  desirous  of  obtaining  Plunder,  they 
arc  of  eourse  disposed,  if  resistance  is  necessary,  to 
support  one  another.  Wherever  masses  of  Property 
are  collected  together.  Crimes  will  increase,  and  La- 
bourers will  commit  acts  of  Pillage.  It  is  found  to 
be  the  case  in  bis  Majesty’s  Dock-yards,  where  the 
Labourers  are  much  more  select  than  they  can  possi- 
bly be  in  Commercial  Docks.  It  is  even  known  to 
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exist  to  a considerable  extent  in  the  East-India  Ware- 
houses,where  still  greater  pains  are  bestowed  in  respect 
to  the  character  of  those  who  arc  employed.  In  the 
Liverpool  Docks  it  has  been  already  mentioned  to  be 
an  evil  which  ne  ther  the  Docks  nor  the  Ware- 
houses has  been  able  to  prevent.  The  reason  is 
obvious.  No  means  of  overawing  Delinquents  exist 
at  any  of  these  Repositories  : when  detected  in  acts 
of  Pillage,  they  are  often  suffered  to  escape  on  re- 
storing the  Plunder.  The  barrier  between  Crimes 
and  Punishments  is  strong  wherever  the  facilities 
arising  from  a Police  cannot  be  obtained.  The  mind 
of  man  relents — The  tcazing  difficulties  attending 
Prosecutions  restrain  the  disposition,  which  other- 
wise would  exist  to  make  examples,  and  hence  petty 
Thieves  have  become  more  audacious  and  numerous 
as  property  has  increased.  It  is  only  by  the  direct 
application  of  an  appropriate  Police,  that  Dclin-  . 
quents  can  be  overawed  and  restrained.  Deprive  the 
Docks  of  the  Security  attached  to  Regulationsfoundcd 
on  the  Science  of  Police,  and  enforced  by  its  Power, 
and  Excesses  and  Crimes  will  be  committed  in  spite 
of  Locks,  Gates,  and  every  other  Preveutive  Arrange- 
ment, short  of  an  overawing  System.  Security  in  this 
respect  is  only  to  be  obtained,  by  making  it  the  sole 
duty  of  a certain  number  of  Individuals,  properly  in- 
structed and  relieved  at  certain  periods  by  others,  to 
watch  over  the  conduct  of  those  loose  characters,  to 
whose  rapacity  the  immense  Property  deposited  in 
the  Docks  must  unavoidably  be  exposed.  But 
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these  guards  must  be  trained  to  this  partioular  duty, 
and  kept  pure  by  checks,  to  be  established  under  the 
control  of  a vigilant  magistracy.  If  not — they  will 
be  of  little  use. 

It  is  the  dread  of  the  existing  power  of  immediate 
detection,  and  the  certainty  of  punishment  as  the 
consequence  of  this  detection,  that  restrains  men  of 
loose  morals  from  the  commission  of  offences.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  how  inadequate  common  Watch- 
men arc  to  excite  such  impressions,  and  how  power- 
fully they  have  operated  in  eases  where  Officers  of 
Police  stood  in  the  same  situation. This  truth 
cannot  be  too'forcibly,'or  too  frequently  impressed 
upon  the  mind,  wherever  arrangements  are  to  be 

(g)  The  Marine  Police,  as  recently  exemplified,  ntay  be  consider- 
ed as  quite  a new  Science,  not  yet  perfectly  understood.  It  Ope- 
rates as  a restraint  of  the  most  p>owerful  kind  upon  classes  of  de- 
linquents, who  would  be  restrained  by  noothcr  means.  To  the  System 
of  vigilance  which  has  overawed  the  Criminal  actions  of  Labourers 
upon  the  River,  joined  to  tlic  imminent  danger  of  detection,  is  to 
be  attributed  the  general  success  of  the  design.  Wherever  this 
fpjccies  of  Police  attaches,  good  order  and  security  will  prevail  even 
among  the  most  depraved  and  ferocious  in  civil  society.  Where  it 
docs  not,  confussion,  irregularity  and  crimes  must  be  exp>ccted. 
Wherever  great  bodies  of  aquatic  labourers  arc  collected  together, 
the  risque  of  danger  from  turbulent  behaviour,  will  be  greater,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  depraved  characters  who  are  collected 
together  in  one  spot ; and  hence  it  follows,  that  mischief  may  be 
more  easily  hatched  in  Docks  than  on  the  River.  A Police  only 
can  counteract  this ; and  to  the  same  preventive  system  will  the 
Commerce  of  the  Port  be  indebted  for  securing  both  the  Docks  and 
the  Pool  from  conflagration.  In  fine,  under  every  circumstance 
where  property  is  expsosed,  a preventive  Police  mutt  be  tesorted  to  in 
order  to  be  secure. 
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formed  for  destroying  the  Criminal  Ctmfodcractes, 
which  the  gradual  increase  of  Commerce  generated, 
while  no  Police  existed  to  cut  down  the  noxions 
exuberances  which  grew  up  as  property  increased ; 
Mpping  the  foundation  of  all  morals,  and  annoying 
the  industrious  and  imK>cent  part  of  the  Com- 
munity. 

These  evil  propensities  and  rroxions  qualities  in 
the  human  mind  in  a state  of  depravity,  are  not  to 
be  removed  by  wa//j,  within  which  evil  doers  must 
be  admitted  ; neither  will  /ocis  nor  bars  avail,  where 
indiscriminate  multitudes  are  to  be  congregated  in 
one  spot.  Kestraints  are  only  to  be  effected  by  the 
strong  and  overawing  hand  of  power,  constantly  ex- 
hibited in  the  view  of  those  who  c-ontcraplatc  the 
commfssTon  of  crimes,  more  espccrally  where  the 
moral  turpitude  of  the  action  has  no  repulsive  effect 
upon  the  mutd. 

Nor  can  it  be  argued  with  truth,  that  any  sdfd 
objection  exists  on  the  score  of  expaice,  since  that  will 
be  shared  among  the  vast  quantity  ot  Shifting  and 
their  Cargoes  to  winch  the  general  system  of  Police, 
so  indispensably  necessary  to  protect  the  Property  in 
question,  will  apply.  These,  ia  ins  been  seen, 
amount  to  upvnrrfs  of  Thh-inn  Tfiouscmd  T'radirtg 
Vesselsy  besides  the  multitude  of  Craft  already 
erHumerataal,  which,  in  the  coarse  of  a trear,  will 
htdc  and  discharge  m the  River,  indepnidcnt  of 
the  400  West-India  Ships,  for  which  the.  Docks  arc 
appropriated.  : 

A general 
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A general  Police  therefore,  aided  by  an  improved 
Legislative  System,  such  as  has  been  already  ex- 
plained, will  be  found  indispensably  necessary  under 
all  circumstances,  even  if  all  the  Docks  which  have 
been  in  contemplation  were  carried  into  execution. 
It  is  by  such  means  only  that  disorders  are  to  be  re- 
pressed, good  order  maintained,  and  conflagration* 
prevented. 

Detachments  of  Police  Guards,  can  be  furnished 
at  a less  expence  to  protect  Merchandise  locally 
situated,  than  the  same  service  can  be  performed  in 
any  other  way  ; with  this  great  additional  advantage, 
that  while  these  Guards  secure  the  Property  of  In- 
dividuals, and  the  Revenue  of  the  State  from  waste 
and  spoliation,  they  repress  and  prevent  tumults  and 
maintain  good  order. 

A general  System  of  Police  therefore,  applicable 
to  every  part  of  the  River,  and  to  every  Dock  and 
Landing-place,  would  seem  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary: while,  on  the  score  of  expence,  it  would  be 
found  infinitely  more  osconomical  than  any  other 
mode  that  could  be  adopted  ; and  when  the  projjosed 
actual  burden  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  « 
known  to  be  limited  to  Tin  TMousaud  Pounds  a 
ytar,  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended,  althotigh 
it  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum  ; and  when  it  is 
also  considered  that  the  whole  is  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Contmenial  Commus'murs  ekesm  by  the  Trade 
of  larje,  to  the  expence  of  tlie  River  Guards^ 
without  any  appropriation  foe  remunexating  Magis- 
trates 
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trntcs  (on  whom  the  whole  weight  and  respon- 
sibility ot’  management  will  rest)  or  in  support- 
ing the  Judirial  I'^stabli‘*hmcnt  ;(A)  it  would  seem 
that  every  diHiculiy  is  removed,  and  every  objection 
anticipated  in  the  structure  of  this  design,  which 
coulil  operate  as  an  obstruction  either  to  its  execu- 
tion or  its  pennanenev. 

In  ai’j’i'itioniiig  this  CNpenee  upon  the  Trade, 
clue  attention  has  liccn  [>aid  to  tlie  degree  of  bcnctii 
which  each  branch  will  enjoy,  by  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  rx.’iiii  of  ihe  Tonnii^^,  tin*  value  of  the 
aggrcgtitc  property  rxj)oscfl  to  defin  dation,  and  the 
degree  of  risque  whii  h attaches  to  the  Merchandise 
iii)|K>rtcd  ami  exported  bv  each  class. 

In  calculating  however,  these  ri«»|ues,  the  actual 
losses  heretofore  estimated  to  be  su>taincd  bv  each 
branch  of  trade,  lias  not  been  considered  as  tlie 
criterion  ; nor  can  it  be  decmctl  a just  rule,  since  the 
operations  of  the  temporary  Police  has  reduced  the 
loss  on  West-India  projxtrty  to  one-fiftieth  part  of 
the  amount  of  former  depredations,  and  placcrl  all 
the  other  branches  of  Commerce  nearly  on  an  equal 
footing. 

In  forming,  therefore,  the  general  estimate 
(which  will  of  course  be  subject  to  such  modilica- 
tions  as  those  who  are  appointed  to  act  for  the  Trade 

(4)  The  Judicial  Institution  is  proposed  to  be  supported  by 
Govenunem,  whose  munificence  already  in  kcqung  up  the  Elsta- 
blishmcnt,  while  the  Wcst-lndia  ships  wercon  their  soyages,  and 
in  contributing  in  other  respects  to  the  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Sys- 
tern,  deserve*  the  thanks  of  the  whole  Commercial  body. 
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at  large  shall  deem  fit,  before  the  Bill  passes  into  a 
• law,)  the  judgment  exercised  has  been  without  bias, 
and  with  an  immediate  view  to  the  relative  interests 
of  all  who  are  to  contribute  to  this  fund,  which  is 
explained  in  the  following  , . ' ’ . 

PROPOSAL,  • 

For  raising  a^fund  applicable  to  Police  purpofes,  calculated  on  the  Im- 
portation and  Exportation  oj  the  Port  of  London,  for  the  year  ending 
January  J798,  according  to  the  value  of  the  Goodi  imported  and 
exported,  and  to  the  advantages  each  branch  of  Trade  is  supposed  to 
derive  from  the  protection  afforded. 


Specification  of  difTcrent 
Trades. 

Value  of 
Imports. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Totatvalue 
of  imports 
andex|iuns 

No.  of 
Ships. 

Tons. 

2 

n 

U 

Total 

Toimag^ 

Dues. 

f. 

£■ 

£■ 

,i. 

£■ 

East  Indies 

6,  !i  44,00c 

3,958,000 

10,502,000 

n 

41,466 

6 

lOiS 

West  Indies 

7,1 iS.ooc 

3,893,00c 

11,0^13,000 

54^ 

101,484 

6 

*537 

Brit.  American  Col«nlca 

29J»OOC 

1,347,000 

1,638,000 

68 

13,986 

5 

*93 

Africa  anU  the  Cape  . . 

82,00c 

449,oor, 

531,000 

»7 

4.336 

4 

7* 

Southern  Fishcrv  . . . 

2 50»eoc 

[54] 

250,000 

29 

7,461 

5 

62 

Greenland  Fishery  . . 

64,00c 

64,000 

16 

4.769 

! 

20 

United  States  of  America. 

1,517,000 

t.SoQ.OOO 

5,416,000 

140 

3i.*'3 

.5 

670 

Mediterranean  1:  Turkey 

390,000 

1 19,000 

509,000 

71 

<4.:S7 

4 

*45 

Spain 

•Jlt.QOO 

1-1,000 

94-,O00 

111 

16,509 

4 

• *7i 

Portugal 

414,00c 

439,00-: 

853,000 

ISC' 

27,670 

4 

345 

France 

1 6,000 

860,00c 

876,000 

J.S73 

4 

97 

Austrian  Flanders  . , . 

2!, 000 

1 t 8,000 

139,000 

66 

5.  >04 

2 

4* 

Holland 

673,00c 

1,538,000 

2,21  1,000 

329 

19,166 

2 

>59 

Germany  

2,658,0001 

8,6t4,ooc 

10,6-2,000 

*15 

37.647 

5 

784 

Prussia 

221,000 

2!  1,00c 

432,000 

608 

56.955 

>1 

355 

Poland 

207,000 

35,00c 

241.0:0 

69 

17,210 

2 

>43 

Sweden 

1 ;t,ooo 

169.000 

322,000 

IO9 

I4.*5» 

3 

178 

Deniiurk  and  Norway  . 

95,00c 

711,00c 

806,000 

202 

48,469 

2 

434 

Russia 

1,365,00: 

452,000 

2,0l7>000 

230 

56,131 

3 

700 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c.  . 

219,00c 

83,000 

302.0CX3 

46 

5.344 

2 

44 

Ireland 

i,8-g,ooc 

660,000 

2,539,000 

2X6 

32,824 

2 

270 

Coasting  Trade  . . . . 

4, 100,000 

2,500,00c 

6,600,000 

6,500 

560.Q00 

it 

5S3 

Coal  Trade 

I, "00,000 

IO,OCO 

1,-13,000 

3,676 

656,000 

i 

6S3 

• 

30,953,00c 

29,658,ooo‘6o,  59 1 ,oooj  1 3, 1 14 

t,-"9.3»6 

iO,COO 

£■ 

Of  this  aggregate  J or  tlircc-sixths  is  propofed  tp  bff  raifed  ca  Imports  ....  5.00 

J or  two-sixths on  Exporis  ....  33,54 

one-sixth 0:1  Shipping  ....  1606 


[fKtkcxt  Frac f::  ) L'0,ooo 
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Wljcn  the  immense  property  which  is  to  be  pro- 
tected is  taken  into  consideration^  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  Table,  to  amount  to 
upwards  of  Sixty  Millions  a year,  contained  in 
above  three  Million  of  Packages,  all  subjected,  more 
or  less,  to  the  risque  of  Pillage,  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  to  attain  so  great  a purpose,  as  the  preser- 
vation of  half  a Million  sterling,  which  is  estimated 
to  have  been  plunderetl  annually,  can  certainly  be  no 
object. — Upon  such  an  extensive  scaleof  Commerce,  it 
is  scarcely  a drop  in  the  bucket.  To  use  a commercial 
metaphor,  it  is  employing  money  where  the  yearly 
return  (exclusive  of  the  West-India  Trade)  will 
amount  to  2500).  per  cent.  But  it  is  even  doubtful 
when  the  present  cxpcnce  of  watching  is  taken  into 
the  account,  whether  it  will  cost  the  Trade  a single 
farthing  upon  the  whole. 

It  will  be  seen  also  by  a reference  to  this  Table,  that 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  Police  fund  in  the  first  in* 
stance  upon  the  Tonnage  of  the  Ships,  nearly  upon 
the  plan  which  is  adopted  with  respect  to  Light- 
houses. The  Bill  provides,  that  it  sJiall  be  received 
at  the  Custom-house  before  the  Ships  enter  or  clear, 
and  paid  regularly  by  the  Collector  to  such  Treasurer 
as  the  Commercial  Commissioners  shall  appoint,  and 
that  it  shall  be  entirely  under  their  control. 

The  Ship-Owners,  or  their  Agents,  who  advance 
this  money,  in  the'mean  time  are  authorised  by  the 
Bill  to  make  a charge  in  their  freight  notes  to  each 
6 shipper 
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shipper  or  importer  according  to  the  Tons  of  Goods, 
which  may  either  be  exported  or  landed  according  to 
the  rate  specified  in  the  Table,  deducting  therefrom 
one-sixth  part  which  falls  upon  the  Ship.-^While 
much  consideration  has  been  bestowed  in  framing  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  relate  to  this  object,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  trouble  ; nothing  can  exceed  in  point 
of  anxiety,  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  guard 
both  the  ship|x:rs  and  importers  ag-ainst  frauds  in 
proixjrtiouing  the  charge,  so  that  no  greater  cxpence 
than  the  hm  Tonnage  shall  fall  upon  the  Mer- 
chants, which  will  be  found  in  its  innumerable  sub- 
divisions, to  be  a very  trifling  burden  to  the  various 
classes  of  Importers  and  Exporters,  who  arc  to  benefit 
so  essentially  by  the  very  useful  application  of  this 
inconsiderable  sum  of  money. 

Were  its  benefits  to  extend  no  farther  than  to 
restrain  and  keep  within  bounds,  the  evil  habits  and 
unprincipled  dispasitions  of  nautical  labonrers,  and 
to  guard  the  Shipping  and  the  Port  against  accidents 
by  fire  or  by  tempestuous  weather  in  the  night,  it 
would,  to  attain  such  objects,  become  a cheap  pur- 
chase ; but  when  it  has  been  seen  in  this,  and  the 
prece<ling  Chapters,  that  it  is  intended  and  ex- 
pet'ted,  to  compass  the  great  object  of  renovating  the 
relaxed  morals  of  the  lower  classes  who  labour  on  tlte 
Itiver,  and  to  secure  the  vast  floating  Property  front 
pillage  and  depredation  ; candour  must  admir,  that  ’ 
even  ten  times  the  proposed  sum  would  not  be  too 

high 
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Iiigh  a price  for  the  benefits  which  are  contemplated, 
and  which  will,  most  assuredly,  result  from  the  sys- 
tem, if  the  Bill,  which  has  already  been  brought 
under  the  review  of  the  Reader,  shall  pass  into  a 

law. 

Under  this  mild  and  appropriate  system  of  legisla- 
tion, in  framing  which  every  aid  that  could  be  de- 
rived from  labour  and  experience,  has  been  exhausted 
to  render  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  there  will  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  relaxation  of  the  energy  of 
the  system.  In  whatever  hands  the  superintending 
execution  may  be  placed,  it  must  retain  its  vigour 
and  preserve  its  utility.  To  secure  this  essential 
point,  without  which,  many  of  the  best  institutions 
moulder  into  sinecures,  the  powers  of  the  mind  have 
been  anxiously  employed  in  establishing  checks, 
which  cannot  fail  to  secure  a permanent  energetic 
cxecution.fi)  To  the  Commercial  botly,  therefore, 
who  trade  to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  this  Bill 
will  prove  a treasure  which  can  never  be  sufficiently 

(i)  The  Lninterrupted  energy  of  the  system  is  secured  by  the 
power  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  who  manage  the  Police  fund, 
to  with-hold  supplies,  in  case  they  are  not  satisfied  witit  the  proper 
conduct  of  those  in  the  immediate  management,  or  with  respect  to 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  Police  in  general,  in  scciuing 
Commercial  Property  against  depredations. 

The  checks  thus  established,  cannot  fail  to  secure  a permanent 
and  unceasing  attention  to  the  means  of  supporting  the  system  in 
its  full  vigour.  Since  the  subsbtencc  of  those  engaged  in  the  exe- 
cution, will  depend  on  the  energy  they  display,  and  the  good 
eficcts  which  it  produces.  ' 

2 esiimatcd 
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estimated.  The  good  effects  which  it  will  produce, 
will  develope  themselves  every  year  in  the  removal 
of  evils  and  pressures,  in  a manner  hitherto  conceived 
impracticable,  because  the  labour  of  previous  inves- 
tigation was  Herculean,  and  such  as  was  not  likely 
to  be  undertaken. 

The  ground,  however,  has  been  at  length  cleared. 
The  evils  have  been  brought  within  a focus  capable 
of  being  contemplated,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
detail.  Their  extent  and  magnitude  have  been  finally 
understood,  and  such  remedies  have  been  suggested, 
as,  when  fairly  applied,  will  unquestionably  be  sue- 
ccssful,  if  the  System  of  Legislation  which  has  been 
proposed  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
An  explanation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  salutary  measure,  together  with  a summary 
view  of  the  proposed  Bill,  will  form  the  subject  of 
the  succeeding  Chapter. 


I 
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CHAP.  IX. 

A Summary  Explanation  of  the  advantages  vehich  u'tH 
result  from  an  imfrwed  System  of  Legislation  for 
the  River  Thames. — A Getteral  Fuw  of  the  various 
pouters  and  provisions  of  the  proposed  Bill,  under 
twelve  different  heads,  with  explanatory  notes. — The 
advantages  of  the  System  (when  aided  by  pecuniary 
energy)  explained,  in  counteracting  the  designs  of 
evil  disposed  persons,  and  preventing  Depredations 
on  the  River,  Quays,  Warehouses,  — The  security 

thus  obtained  will  result  from  the  Design  having  its 
- foundation  in  an  improved  Legislative  System  of 
Police  (Econorry,  having  ^/lagistrates  armed  with 
apposite  and  proper  powers: — The  advantages  of 
such  powers  to  Land-Constables, River-Patroles,  &c. 
in  giving  effect  to  their  exertions  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  Property. — The  security  and  oeconomy 
which  will  attach  to  the  discharging  System  by  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  La-^v,  ami  the  benefits 
which  will  hi  derived  from  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  and  functions  of  the  Commercial  Commis- 
. Stoners — In  the  general  security  of  Property,  the 
‘ increase  of  the  Revenue  ; the  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  people  ; and  holding  out  an  example  to 
ez^ery  Commercial  Port  in  the  Kingdom.—"Concluding 
Observations, 
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Although  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated,  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  for  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
fhc  firm  basis  of  Legislative  Authority,  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subject, 
to  give  the  following  summary  detail  and  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police ; and  from  the  measures  and 
arrangments  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  which  will  thus  be  created 
and  rendered  effeetive. 

The  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Police  Bill, 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants, are  these  following  : — 

I.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo,  III. 
Cap.  53.  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  a Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police ; with 
power  to  the  Judicial  Clerks  to  receive  the  established  legal 
'Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same,  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, into  the  hands  of  a General  Receiver,  fowanls  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  general  System,— 
called  the  Ojfice  Fund. 

T 2 II. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TBEATISB  ON 


•Z7<3 

II.  To  uithotise  the  Special  Justices,  nominated  by  Ks 
Majesty,  to  appoint  and  dismiss  OfjUe -Const ablts,  Rtver- 
Survfytrs  and  their  Il'utermen,  Ship-Const ahUs  and 
Gudrds\  and  also  to  empower  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
and  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Trinity 
Curpt^raiion,  to  dismiss  any  of  these  Officers  on  any  well- 
grounded  charge  of  Misbehaviour.  Their  authority  h> 
act  as  Constables,  to  be  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Spcxial  J ustices,  and  in  no  ease  to  extend  to  the  City  ot 
London. 

III.  To  give  power  to  Commissioners,  chosen  by  and  rep  re - 
senting  twenty-eight  ditfc.'cnt  Trading  Bodies  in  the  Port  of 
London,  to  lay  a limited  Assessment  on  Trade,  to  b^ 
denominated  The  Thames  Police  Guard  Fund,  to  be  raised  bj 
Tonnage  duties,  the  amount  of  wliich.is  at  no  time  to 
exceed  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a year;  and  which  may  be 
reduced  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. — The  Commissioners  to  fill 

. up  Vacancies  in  their  own  Body ; to  appoint  a Collcctar, 
Treasurer,  CasJiicr,  and  Auditors,  &c. — To  regulate  the 
dresses  of  Lumpers,  by  prohibiting  habiliments  contrived 
,es  at  present)  ioi  KCieiiiig  Plunder,  and  to  make  rcgulatiocs 
lor  the  government  ot  Lumpers. — To  appoint  Ship  Inspec- 
tors at  the  instance  of  Owners  and  Consignees,  lor  saving 
Spiillngs,  Sweepings,  and  Diainings,  &c. — To  appdu: 
VMiarl  inspectors  with  the  power  of  Constables  ; * also, 
SV  are  house  Insjjcctors  at  the  instance  ot  the  Ow  ners  and 
Cojisigitce>. — ^To  devise  Tickets,  without  which  Lighters 
navigating  in  the  night  may  be  stopped  as  suspicious  ; with 
< ionerai  Powers  to  make  regulations  relative  to  the  Shipping, 
Unlading,  Landing,  Warelienisnig,  and  Sampling  Goods, 
tor  the  prevention  of  Waste,  Accident,  and  Depredation ; 

See  the  Table  of  Tonnage  Dues,  kc.  Chap.  VIII.  page  269. 

• • but 
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but  with  power  to  the  King  in  Council  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury  Board,  or  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations. 

IV.  To  give  power,  to  the  Thames-Police  Commission- 
ers, and  the  Special  Justices,  to  grant  an  annual  Licence  at 
their  discretion,  as  in  the  case  of  Alc-houscs,  to  Master 
Lumpers,  without  which  they  cannot  exercise  their  profes- 
sion as  Contractors,  for  Lading  or  Discharging  Vessels  i/i 
the  River  Thames ; (/)  Licence  duty  to  be  to  a year,  and 
to  make  a part  of  the  Office  Fund. 

V.  To 

• 

(/)  The  proposed  measure  of  allowing  no  person  toladeordis- 
charge  Vessels,  who  has  not  been  previously  licensed  and  approved 
by  the  Commissioners  and  Magistrates,  is  a most  useful  regulation, 
which  cannot  fail  to  operate  powerfully  in  reforming  the  criminal 
habits,  both  of  the  Master  Lumpers  and  the  men  they  employ. 
This  important  trust  will  be  commiited  only  to  men  of  approved 
characters,  who  will  feel  a certain  responsibility  ; and  tire  fear  of 
losing  their  Licence  in  consequence  of  complaints,  on  account  of 
inattention  or  neglect,  will  render  them  infinitely  more  alert, 
cautious,  and  attentive,  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under 
this  regulation  the  best  men  will  be  selected,  who  will  subj^ 
themselves  to  certain  rules  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and  to  thi 
security  of  Ships’  Stores  and  Cargoes  against  Plunder. — When  thd 
War  is  over,  it  will  be  a suitable  provision  for  Masters,  Mates, 
and  other  Officers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of  their 
^^ountiy. — At  present  there  arc  about 

, 120  Matter  Lumpers  in  the  West-India  and  other  Trades, 

lo  do.  in  the  East- India  Trade,  ^ 

7 do.  in  the  East-Country  Trade  , 

15  called  Undertakers,  in  the  Coal  Trade,  * , 

Total  . 162  ,iv  • . . 

Of  these,  some  arc  very  exceptionable  characters,  and  not  a few 
of  them  arc  Publicans,  who  have  little  or  no  knowledge  them* 
, , selves 
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V.  To  empower  Thamcs-Pniice  Justices  to  require  Working 
Lumpers  to  register  their  names  at  the  Public  Office,  before 
they  can  be  authorised  to  work  under  Master  Lumpers,  in 
lading  or  discharging  Ships  in  the  River  Thames.  The  Fee 
of  Register  to  be  limited  to  '6d.  each,  and  no  more:  and  a 
snjall  Penalty  to  be  imposed  on  those  who  work  without 
having  first  procured  a Certificate,  (m)  Power  also,  to  require 

^♦he  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  Lumpers,  Coopers,  fFater. 
men,  and  Lightermen,  employed  in  Ships  uialer  discharge. 
To  station  Sliip  Constables  on  certain  Terms,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Owners  or  Consignees,  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Cargo.— To  register  the  Contracts  made  with  Master  Lum- 
pers  and  Workii^  Lumpers,  for  the  purpo'se  of  ascertaining 
the  conditions  of  the  Engagenoents,  and  thereby  preventing 
Disputes. — T o appoint  any  fit  person  Tccotntneoded  by  a 
. Ship’s  Husband,  to  be  a Ship's  Constable. — And  those  only 
to  be  charged  for,  who  are  sworn  Officers. 

VI.  To  empower  ThamcE-PoHec'Surreyors  to  visit  Ships,  to 
direct  Ship  Constables  : — ^To  inspect  the  conduct  of  Lum- 

T 

•elves  of  Naalical  Officers,  istd  trust  to  men  called  Foremen  •/ 
Gangs,  who  with  some  few  exoqnions,  have  been  no  Jess  criminal 
than  (he  Commoo  Lampers.  The  power  of  seketing  and  conuol- 
sog  this  class  of  men  therefore,  becomes  aa  object  of  the  greatest 
iasportaoce  in  reodtring  the  Freventire  System  complete. 

(«r)  This  Regulation  is  expected  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  con. 
troling  and  overawing  this  turbulent  and  dqxaved  Class  of  Men, 
and  of  course  restraining  them  from  committing  acts  of  Pillage  on 
the  Cargo,  Stores,  or  Materials  of  the  Ship*  on  which  they  are 
employed.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  they  are  extremely  nu. 
meroiis,  and  that  their  Morals  are  exceedingly  relaxed.  Where- 
ever  Regulations  can  be  devised,  whereby  they  can  be  prevented 
from  committing  Crimes,  a service  is  done  to  themselves  and  the 
Community,  while  it  becomes  n great  act  of  humaoky  to  ibeir 
families, 

p«rs. 
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pors»  Coopers,  &c. — To  search  Lifters  navigatii^  at  ua> 
seasonable  hours,  anJ  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

VII.  A Power  to  Thames- Police  Constables  (similar  to  what 
is  given  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  See.)  of  Seizure  and  Arrest  on 
view,  in  respect  of  Goods  clandestinely  taken  from  Ships, 

Boats,  Landing-places,  and  Warcliouses. 

VIII.  Ship-masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  avenues  to  the 

■ Hold  of  the  Ship  but  one,  and  that  too  when  Goods  are  not 

discharging  ; — Power  to  search  Working  Lun^ters. 

IX.  Master  Lumpers  bound  under  a Penalty  to  search  Work- 
ing Lumpers,  besides  being  responsible  for  specific  losses. 

X.  Powers  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London  ; the  Special  Justices  of  the  Thames 
Police ; and  all  other  Justices  having  jurisdiction  where  the 
Offences  may  be  committed,  being  within  the  limits  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  the  Cities  and  Counties  adjacent  thereto. 

^'Namely : — • 

To  inflict  slight  Penalties  by  summary  Procedure  on  cirente- 
stantlal  Evidence,  aided  by  the  Examination  of  the  Delinquent, 

(as  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  and  s0en.metal  act  where,  on 
regular  Proof,  it  would  be  Felony  ;)— and  to  attach  upon  the 
Practice  of  Depredation,  in  such  tuge*  of  iu  progre»  at  ate  pie- 
vious,  or  subsequent  to  the  Felonious  Act To  grant  Wacrantt 
to  search,  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  tuppoted  Rcceiven,  and’in 
Dclaulc  of  regular  Proof,  the  Offence  punishable  as  a Misde- 
rocanor: — To  trace  suspected  Goods  through  any  number  of 
Hands : — The  Penal  Ofiencet  cognizable  in  a summary  way 
these  following — ,;t 

ist.  Lumpers  convicted  of  quitting  Work  unlawfully  ma/  “be 
punished  as  other  Labourers  under  the  Act  6 Geo.  III.  cap.  25. 

zd.  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  regiswr  their  Names,  .ys 

3d.  Master  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  search  Working 

, Lumpers.  . 

4th.  Labourer* 
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4th.  Labouren  and  othen  convicted  of  wilfully  injuring  Packages, 
and  letting  out  their  Contents,  for  the  purpose  of  profiting  by 

• the  Waste. 

5th.  Persons  convicted  of  having  Jiggers,  Bladders  with  nozles, 
&-C.  concealed  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  off  Liquon. 

6th.  Persons  convicted  of  throwing  Goods  overboard  when  pursued, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  discovery. 

7th.  Persons  conviaed  of  fabricating  false  Bills  of  Parcels  to  cover 
suspected  Goods. 

8th.  Persons  convicted  of  not  stopping  suspected  Goods  and  the 
Ofienders,  when  offered  for  Sale. 

9th.  Persons  convicted  of  having  Goods  in  their  possession,  sus. 
pccted  to  compose  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Materials  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  in  the  River  Tliames,  and  not  giving  an  account  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Justice,  how  they  were  obtained. 

t 

joth.  Persons  convicted  of  carrying,  or  suffering  to  be  carrifd. 
Coals  from  Ships,  &c.  otherwise  than  in  the  regular  course  of 
Trade. 

« 

nth.  Persons  convicted  of  refusing  to  assist  Thames  Police  Con- 
stables, In  the  exccutiw  of  their  duty. 

I2th.  Persons  convicted  of  obstructing  the  execution  of  this  Act. 

i 3th.  Persons  convicted  of  suppressing  Evidence,  with  a view  to 
defeat  Justice. 

14th.  Persons  convicted  of  injuring,  damaging,  or  destroying  the 
Thames  Polite  Guard-Boats. 

XI.  The  Act  of  the  ad  Geo.  III.  cap.  28.  (Biimboat  Act) 
amended,  with  respect  to  the  Procedure  under  Starch  War- 
rants, and  the  Power  of  tracing  suspected  Goods  through  any 
number  of  Hands. — Also  with  regard  to  Offences  against 
that  Act,  punishable  cither  as  such,  or  as  against  this  Act, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  Case.  Boats  w hich  are  peremp- 
torily ordered  to  be  burned,  may  be  either  destroyed  or  sold. 

f ‘ » — Minlcmeanors 
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.^Misdemeanors  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  which  are  transr 
. portable  Offences  for  Fourteen  Years,  to  be  deemed  Felonies, 
that  the  Procedure  may  be  prompt  as  in  Felonies,  instead  qf 
dilatory  as  in  Misdemeanors. 

XII.  The  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London,  secured  by  spe- 
cific Clauses, 

The  advantage,  restilting  from  a System  of  Legis. 
lation,  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  great  object  of  re- 
novating the  morals  of  the  Labouring  Classes  on 
the  River  Thames,  aided  by  pecuniary  energy’,  and 
by  powers  calculated,  more  to  counteract  the  Designs 
of  evil-disposed  persons  by  embarrassing  them  at  all 
points,  than  to  punish,  may  be  anticipated  ; and  its 
effect  will  be  the  prevention  of  Depredations,  not 
only  on  the  River,  Quays,  and  Warehouses,  but  in 
all  situations  where  they  wtre  formerly  committed. 

Upon  this  basis  will  of  course  be  erected  an  im- 
proved System  of  Police  (Economy,  in  which  will  be 
combined  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  give  utility 
and  effect  to  the  Design. 

• In  the  Judicial  Department,  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangements will  of  course  be  made,  that  Public  Jus- 
tice may  be  administered  without  interruption,  and 
as  heretofore,  with  purity,  caution  and  regularity. 

The  Magistrates  thus  assisted  by  apposite  Powers, 
will  not  only  feel  confident  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  but  will  experience  an  addi- 
tional degree  of  satisfaction,  in  prosecuting  the  la- 
bours which  their  duty  imposes. 
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PlaceH  by  Legislative  Authority  on  eertairi  and 
j)crmancnt  ground,  the  anxiety  to  accomplish  the 
great  objeets  which  are  in  view,  will  operate  upon 
pure  and  intelligent  minds  as  a strong  stimulus  to 
exertion,  in  giving  vigour  and  correctness  to  every 
Department  in  the  System. 

The  I.and  Constables  w'ill  of  course  be  increased, 
so  as  to  render  them  competent  to  guard  every 
avenue  to  and  from  the  River,  to  embarrass  criminal 
People  in  the  transit  of  stolen  Property;  and  to  ren- 
der the  trade  of  Pillage  too  hazardous  and  unprofit- 
able to  be  followed. 

The  River  Patrolcs  will,  in  like  manner,  be  so  aug- 
mented as  to  render  their  Surveys  effectual  in  ever^ 
part  of  the  River,  from  W estminster  Bridge  to 
BlackwalJ. 

Constant  and  regular  Police  Guards,  properly  in- 
structedand  controlled  by  Superior  Officers,  will  form 
a chain  of  Protection  on  both  sides  of  the  River, 
wherever  Commercial  Property  is  exposed  to  danger, 
either  in  Craft  or  upon  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  with 
the  advantage  of  a relief  every  six  hours. 

The  discharging  Department  will  undergo  many 
useful  improvements,  from  the  more  effectual  control 
of  the  Master  and  Working  Lumpers,  who  will  be 
completely  restrained  from  those  acts  of  Pillage,  to 
which  they  have  been  so  long  accustomed,  while  bj 
means  of  a fair  competition,  this  necessary  labour  wjll 
be  obtained  at  a moderate  expence.  The  useful 
Functions  of  the  Comnussioners  v’^1 , Qontribme,  yn 
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an  eminent  dcgreej  to  the  general  benefits  <Rrhich  can- 
not fail  to  result  from  the  combined  efforts  of  men  of 
enlightened  minds,  having  no  object  in  view  but  tbo 
Public  good.  Under  this  Patriotic  Influence,  the 
Powers  granted  them  to  make  Ordinances  anti  Bye- 
laws must  be  employed  for  the  most  usefiil  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  complete  Formation  therefore,  of  this  impor- 
tant Design,  may  be  reasonably  expected  every  be- 
nefit to  the  Individual  and  the  Public,  which  can  re- 
sult from  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  the 
preservation  of  his  Majesty’s  Stores,  the  increase 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  the  general  im- 
provement in  the  morals  of  a vast  Body  of  People: 
returning  at  least  fifty  fold,  on  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
which  is  proposed: — while  an  important  example  is 
thus  held  out  to  every  other  great  Commercial  Port 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  his  Majesty’s  Dock- 
yards and  other  Repositories,  exhibiting  and  demon- 
strating, by  what  means  the  same  benefits  may  be 
extended  generally,  wherever  Depredations,  Embez- 
zlements, or  Frauds,  have  been  found  to  prevail. 

These  elucidations  of  a most  important  subject, 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  will  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

The  Fabric  being  thus  raised,  and  all  difficulties 
removed,  which  depended  on  Labour,  Investigation, 
and  Legislative  Arrangements,  it  remains  now  for 
bis  Majesty’s  Ministers  and  the  Commercial  Body  to 
lay  the  Key-stone  of  the  Dengn. 

' ) In 
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In  accomplishing  this  object,  they  will  have  the 
triumph  and  satisfaction  of  having  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  the  Improvement  of  Morals,  and 
the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  and  they  will  deser\'c 
the  Thanks  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Gratitude  of 
Posterity. 


« 1 
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CHAP.  X. 

General  Statement  of  the  'Various  Authorities,  entitled 
to  exercise  yurisJiction  on  or  near  the  River  Thames. 
— 1st.  The  King.-^'ld,  The  Lord  Mayor  and  Cor- 
f oration  of  London,  as  Conservators  of  the  River, 
&c. — 3^/.  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity -house. — 
\th.  The  West-lndia  Dock  Company. — 5th.  The 
Boards  of  Custom  and  Excise. — Qth.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  as  Magistrates,  and  the  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Cities  on,  ami  near  the  River ; in  taking  cognizance 
of  Offences  punishable  by  the  Statute  Lmw  of  this 
Kingdom, — The  power  of  the  Crown  considered  se- 
parately.— Most  of  its  Rights  in  the  River  Thames, 
granted  to  the  Corporation  of  London  by  various 
Charters,  and  confirmed  by  Acts  of  Parliament. — 
The  inconvenience  attending  such  grants. — The 
privilege  of  Mooring-Chains  reserved  by  the  Crown. 

. — The  Grantee  thereof  compelled  to  sell  his  interest 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  — The  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  on  that  subject  explained. — The 
Tonnage  Duties  granted  to  the  Crown  by  that  Act, 
and  their  application  also  detailed  and  explained. 

(«)  Cap.  Ixix  of  the  Series  of  public  Ucalatnd  penonal  Acts\  which 
are  distinguished,  in  the  quarto  edition  of  the  Statutes,  by  being 
placed  after  the  public  general  Acts ; and,  in  citation,  by  the  Chap- 
ters being  thus  marked  by  Roman  numerals. 

• 
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Having  now  completed  the  various  details  re- 
specting the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Commerce  of 
the  River  Tlwmcs  ; — the  depredations  to  which  that 
Commerce  is  liable ; and  the  Preventive  System  of 
Police  already  existing,  and  proposed,  in  future,  to 
be  enlarged,  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the 
immense  mass  of  floating  property  ; the  Author 
conceives,  that  it  must  become  a matter  of  great 
curiosity  and  interest,  with  every  Reader,  to  learn 
under  what  powers  and  authorities  the  whole  of  so 
extensive  a System  has  been,  and  is  to  be,  conducted 
and  regulated. 

An  investigation  of  this  nature  cannot  fail  also  to 
prove  useful,  inasmuch  as  the  facts  which  it  dc- 
velopes  may  tend,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  explain 
the  causes  which  have  produced  those  excesses,  ir- 
regubriiies  and  crimes,  which  have  been  already 
brought  under  the  review  of  the  Reader. 

If  other  evils,  highly  injurious  to  the  Navagafion 
and  Commerce  of  theffiver,  can  be  traced  to  a source 
which  has  proved  ineflicient  and  even  noxious  in  its 
ultimate  effects;  a general  view  of  whatever  may  have 
been  productive  of  benefit  or  injury,  in  regulating 
the  Police  of  the  Port  of  London,  and  River 
Thames,  cannot  fail  to  be  important ; and  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  that  further  improvements  may  sug* 
gest  themselves  for  the  general  interests  of  the  River 
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and  the  Port,  by  means  of  a clear  and  comprehensive 
view  of  its  existing  Regulations. 

Six  distinct  authorities  may  now  be  said  to  exist, 
all  of  them  exercising,  or  about  to  exercise,  certain 
Powers  and  Jurisdictions  with  respect  to  the  River 
Thames;  and  forming  together  the  general  Police  of 
this  great  Commercial  Port. 

L His  Majesty,  as  Lord  of  the  soil  of  the  River, 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  mooring- 
chains;  by  grants  to  individuals,  and  also  by  the 
light  exercised  of  fixing  Mooring  Chains  in  the 
River,  for  Ships  of  War.  His  Majesty  in  Council, 
appears  also  to  have  exercised  a certain  jnrisdictioa 
respecting  the  birthing  or  placing  of  Vessels;  m in 
the  case  of  forego  Ships  in  1797,  which  were  order- 
ed Dot  to  approach  the  Metropolis  nearer  than  lim»> 
house. 

II.  The  Lord  Mayor  op  Ionx>on,  as  Conserva- 
tor of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation,  and  thor 
Officers,  by  Virtue  of  certain  Charters  and  Fran- 
chises, exercise  various  privileges  and  jurisdictions 
respecting  the  Fishery,  Encroachments  and  Nui- 
sances on  the  River ; wchas  to  the  lading,  unlading, 
and  measuring,  selling  and  transporting  of  Merchan- 
dise; to  these  are  now  added  other  powers  and 

♦privileges  under  the  fVeuDock  Act. 

III.  The  Corporation  op  the  TatairrY-HousB, 
of  Deptford  Strond,  exercise  certain  functions  and 
duties  under  the  authority  of  EIopl  Charters,  and 
Acts  of  Parliament,  relative  to  Seamen,  Pilots,  fur- 
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nishing  Ballast,  erecting  Light-houses,  and  carrying 
into  execution  the  provisions  of  the  Wet- Dock  Act, 
ami  other  Acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  River. 

IV.  The  W«sT-IxDiA  Dock  Compant,  have 
certain  powers  and  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them, 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  for  the  erection  and  preserva- 
tion df  Wet- Docks  in  the  Isleof  Dogs,  for  the  accom- 
modation and  protection  of  the  fVest-India  Trade. 

' V.  The  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  by  themselves  and  their  Officers, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  make  and  enforce 
Regulations  respecting  the  security,  and  the  collect 
tion  of  the  Public  Revenue. 

VI.  The LordMayor  and .^/e/m//^,asMAGiSTRATES, 
in  the  City,  together  with  His  Majesty’s  other  Jus- 
tices OP  THE  Peace,  acting  for  the  Cities  and 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Thames,  take  cogni- 
zance of  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Misdemeanors 
committed  within  their  respective  jurisdictions;  not 
only  within  the  limits  and  under  the  circumstances 
prescribed  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  2d  Geo.  IIL  cap.  28, 
but  also  according  to  the  powers  and  provisions  of 
various  Acts  of  Parliament,  inflicting  punishment  on 
a vast  variety  of  Nautical  Offences. 

As  it  is  by  the  general  operation  of  all  these  au- 
thorities, that  the  Government  and  Police  of  the 
Port  of  London,  are  now  to  be  considered  as  car- 
ried on  ; it  will  of  course,  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
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the  powers  exercised  by  every  department.  In  so 
doing,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  out,  as  pre- 
cisely as  possible,  the  nature  and  extent  of  each  se- 
parate jurisdiction  : to  detail  the  manifold  Regula- 
tions and  Provisions  of  the  Stat.  3Q  Geo.  Ilf.  c.  Ixix. 

“ for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  regulating 
the  Port  of  London,”  generally  called  The  JVet-Dock 
Act ; so  as  to  shew,  in  the  most  clear  and  distinct 
manner  the  several  purposes  to  which  that  Act  is 
applied:  And  lastly,  to  give  a view  or  abstract  of 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  a great  number  of  Sta- 
tutes, on  Maritime  Offences  of  every  description of 
the  duties  prescribed  to  Captains  of  Merchant  Ships, 
and  their  Offleers,' — and  of  Rules  and  Regulatiofis 
of  the  Port,  which  it  becomes  requisite  for  them 

punctually  to  observe  and  obey. 

/ 

I » 

Respecting  the  Crown. 

It  appears,  that  the  successive  Sovereigns  of 
England,  by  a variety  of  Charters  (48  in  number) 
from  Richard  I.  to  Charles  II.  granted  the  Con- 
servation of  the  River  Thames,  and  certain  other 
' privileges  to,  and  imposed  corresponding  duties  on, 
the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London  ; all  these 
(except  nine  Charters  of  Henry  the  IV.  made  void) 
were  ultimately  established,  after  the  Revolution,  by, 
the  Statute  2d 'William  and  Mary,  Stat.  l.c.  8; 
vacating  the  judgment  on  Quo  Warranto,  given 
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against  the  City,  in  the  35th  of  Charl^  II.  and  coff- 
finning  all  the  privileges  of  the  Corporation. 

Thus  did  the  Crown  relinquish  the  powers  which, 
in  similar  cases,  are  exercised  by  Government,  and 
which,  therefore  admit,  from  time  to  time,  of  bene- 
ficial arrangements,  and  Legislative  ameliorations. 
It  would  appear,  that  the  River  Thames,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed,  suf- 
fered considerably  in  its  improvements,  from  the  re- 
linquishment of  that  paramount  authority  which, 
while  it  remains  unimpaired,  has  been  found  best 
calculated  under  the  direction  of  Parliament,  whai 
unrestrained  and  unshackled  by  corpOTate  privi- 
leges, to  accommodate  the  public  at  large,  by  Regu- 
lations adapted  to  the  progre^ive  improvements  in 
civil  society. 

To  this,  among  other  causes,  may  be  attributed 
the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  carrying  into 
effect  several  excellent  improvements,  which  had 
been  in  contemplation  during  more  than  tw'O  cen- 
turies, for  the  purpose  of  removing  many  of  those 
temptations  which  have  generated  habits  ruinous  to 
the  morals  of  the  labouring  classes  upon  the  River, 
.ind  hostile  to  those  general  accommodations  which 
were  imperiously  called  for  by  the  rapid  increase  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation. 

Since  the  grant  and  confirmation  of  the  Charters 
already  alluded  to,  it  docs  not  appear,  that  the 
Crown  has  attempted  to  exercise  any  right  or  power 
1 over 
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over  the  River  Thames,  excepting  with  respect  ta 
the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  or  Surface,  under  low-water 
niark.(«) 

This  right  was  exercised  in  the  instance  of  the 
Xiease  or  Patent,  granted  of  the  privilege  of  plac- 
ing Mooring  Chains  in  tiers,  in  the  bed  of  the  River, 
for  the  accommodatbn  of  Shipping  ; which  was  re- 
cently enjoyed  by  Lord  Gwydir,  and  from  which 
a considerable  annual  emolument  was  derived. 

By  the  Wet-Dock  Aciy  (§  35,  36)  Lord  Gwydir 
is  required  within  »x  months,  on  receiving  an  ade- 
quate compensation,  to  surrender  to  His  Majesty  the 
rights  and  interests  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the 
whole  of  the  Mooring  Chains ; for  the  purpose  of 
transferring  such  rights  and  inter^ts  for  the  use, 
benefit,  and  convenience  of  the  Public,  free  from  all 
rents  and  dues  thereon  ; for  which  a compensation 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Crown. 

By  ^ 119  of  the  Act,  the  compensation  to  Lord 
Owydir  is  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners  of  compensation  ; and  by  § 152,  the 

(a)  The  following  transcript,  found  anong  thcMSS.  of  Lord  Trea- 
surer Burleigh,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  has  been  quoted,  to  shew 
how  far  the  soil  and  ground,  under  the  Rirer,  belongs  to  the  Ciqr. 
“ Ako,  for  proof  of  the  Prince's  itvetest,  in  JUren  flowii^  from  the 
Sea,  the  Tluunes  and  Conservation  thereof  was  not  only  given  to 
the  City  of  London,  but,  by  their  especial  suit,  the  King  gave 
therewith  all  the  ground  and  soil  under  the  same  : Whereupon,  if 
any  that  hath  at  h«ue,  or  land  adjoknng,  do  make  a Stand,  Stain, 
or  such  like,  they  pay  forthwith  a rent  to  the  City  of  London, 
how  high  soever  th^  he  above  the  low. water  mark." 

See  Stow’s  Surwjf  tf  Londtn , vol.  i.  p.  35. 
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amount  of  this  compensation,  is  to  be,  in  the  first 
instance,  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; 
and  repaid  thereto  out  of  the  rates  raised  by  virtue  of 
the  Act.  The  appointment  of  these  Commissioners, 
their  Oath  of  Office,  &c.  arc  regulated  by  ^ 130, 
131  and  132  of  the  Act 

* By  ^ 120,  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  relinquishing  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
Mooring-Chains,as  settled  by  the  samcComrois^oners 
and  tlic  Treasury,  and  to  be  also  advanced  out  of, 
and  repaid  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  and  ap- 
plied in  the  same  manner  as  money  paid  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Land-tax. 

. By  $ 37,  After  the  surrender  is  thus  made,  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  or  such 
person  as  they  shall  appoint,  under  the  inspection 
and  approbation  of  the  Members  of  the  Trinity- 
house,  arc  authorised  and  required,  to  repair  and 
remove  all  or  any  of  the  Mooring  Chains  between 
LoiuLn- bridge  and  Bugbef  s-hoU,  and  to  cause  others 
to  be  placed  in  their  stead,  in  such  situations,  within 
’^the  same  limits,  as  shall  appear  to  them  and  to  the 
Trinity-house  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  Trade 
and  Navigation  of  the  River.  With  power  aI:o, 
(under  the  same  inspection  and  approbation)  to  re- 
move other  Mooring  Chains,  on  first  making  coni- 
•pensation  to  the  Owners  and  Lessees  for  the  injury 
they  may  by  that  means  sustain. 

. By 
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By  § 134,  “ In  consideration  of  the  great  ac- 
“ commodation  and  Advantage,  which  the  several 
Works  and  Regulations,'  which  the  Act  authorises 
“ to  be  made,  will  afford  the  Shipping  and  Trade  of 
“ the  Port,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
“ and  cxpences,  which  will  be  occasioned  by  mak- 
“ ing,  building,  erecting,  and  providing  the  Canal, 
" Cuts,  Sluices,  Bridges,  Roads,  and  other  Works 
“ authorised  by  the  Act  to  be  made  by  the  Corpora- 
“ tion  of  London,”  the  following  Tonnage  Duties 
arc  granted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  term  of  Fourteen 
Years,  from  August  1,  1799;  payable  by  every  Mas» 
ter.  Owner,  or  Person  having  the  charge  of  Ships  and 
Vessels,  trading  to,  frequenting,  and  using  the  Port 
of  London,  of  which  the  intended  Canal,  Docks,  and 
Works  are  to  be  part. 

per  Ton. 

is\,CLh^s.— Coasting  Vessels,  to  or  from  any  part  of 

Great  Britain,  for  every  Voyage,  both  d. 
in  and  out  inclusive . 

2d.  C LASS. — Vessels  entering  inwards  from  Denmarl, 
Norway,  or  Lapland,  (on  this  side  of 
the  North  Cape)  or  from  Holstein, 
Hamburgh,  Bremen,  or  any  other  port 
in  Germany,  bordering  on  or  near  the 
Germanic  Ocean,  or  from  Hollassd,  or 
any  other  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
the  Netherlands,  France,  (within 
Vshant)  Guernsey,  "Jersey,  Sark,  Ire- 
iand,oi  ihe  Isle  (f  Man i\ 

Vessels 
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per  Tan. 


Vtsuh  charing  eutwards  to  the  above  d. 
Countries i 


^d.  Class. — Vesuit  entering  inwards  from  Lapland 
(beyond  the  North  Cape)  Finland, 
Russia  (without  or  within  the  Baltic 
Sea]  Livonia,  Ccurland,  Poland,  Prus- 
sia, Sweden,  at  any  other  Country 


within  the  Baltic 2 

Vessels  clearing  tutwards  to  the  above 
Countries 2 


4th.  Class. — Vessels  entering  inwards  from  France 
(between  Ushant  and  Spain)  Portugal, 

Spain  (without  the  Mediterranean)  or 
any  of  the  Azores,  Madeira,  or  the 
Casusry  Islands,  or  any  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  any  of  the  British 
Colonies,  or  Provinces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, or  from  Florida 2^ 

Vessels  clearing  eutwards  to  the  above 
Countries ei 

jdl.  ClASS.— Vessels  entering  inwards  from  Green- 
land, Gibraltar,  France  or  Spain 
(within  the  Mediterranean)  or  any 
Country,  Island,  or  Place,  within  or 
bordering  on  or  near  the  Mediterra- 
nean ot  Adriatic  Sea,  or  from  the 
tVnt-Irsdies,  Louisiana,  Mixico, South 
America,  Africa,  East- Indies,  China, 

Or  any  other  Country,  Island,  or 
Place,  within  or  bordering  on  or  near 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  from  any  Coun. 
try  or  Place  whatsoever,  to  the  Soutli« 
ward  of  25  degrees  of  North  latitude  . 

Vessels 
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per  Ton. 

f^essels  eUaring  outwards  to  the  above  d. 
Countries 3f 

Exemptions. — (By  § 135.)  Ships  of  War;  or  Ships  and 


Vessels  belonging  to  his  Majesty  or  any 
of  the  Royal  Fannily : Coasting  Vessels 
under  45  Tons,  registered  Tonnage  ; 
Coasting  Vessels,  the  principal  part  of 
whose  Cargo  shall  be  Corn ; Fishing 
Smacks,  Lobster  and  Oyster  Boats  ; Ves- 
sels for  Passengers ; and  Vessels  or  Craft 
navigating  the  River  Thames,  above  and 
below  London  Bridge,  as  far  as  Graves- 
end only. 

These  Rates  and  Duties  are  (by  § 34)  vested  in 
his  Majesty,  &c.  and  are  direeted  to  be  paid,  when 
the  Ships  and  Vessels  enter  inwards  or  clear  out- 
wards, or  before  they  depart  the  Port,  at  the  Custom- 
house of  London,  to  the  Collector  appointed  for  that' 
purpose,  who  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  Exchequer. 

On  the  credit  of  these  Tonnage  Duties  (and  to 
be  repaid  by  the  said  Duties)  § 151  of  the  Act  au- 
thorises 72,000/.  to  be  advanced  from  time  to  time, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  the  Chamber  of  the 
City  of  London,  to  be  applied  as  follows  : — 

1st.  In  defraying  one  moiety  of  the  expence  of  obtaining  the 
Act. 

2d.  In  pnrehasitig Houses,  BuiHrngs,  Lands,  &c.  and  defraying 
the  Costs  incident  thereto,  and  in  paying  the  necessary 
Charges  and  Expenccs  of  designing,  laying  out,  mak- 
ing, and  completing  the  Canal  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs, 

and' 
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and  the  Cuts,  and  other  Works,  authorised  to  be  made 
and  done  by  the  Corporation  of  London. 

3d.  In  paying  all  the  necessary  expences  of  attending,  manag- 
ing, regulating,  maintaining,  repairing,  and  preserv- 
ing the  same  Canal,  and  other  Works,  for  the  term 
of  three  years  next  after  notice  shall  be  given,  that  the 
Canal  is  ready  lor  use,  and  until  the  transit-rates  (men- 
tioned in  a subsequent  Chapter)  shall  become  payable 
to  the  Corporation. 

4.th.  In  paying,  during  the  said,  r/az-ce  ytars,  such  yearly  and 
other  sums,  as  may  be  payable  by  the  Corporation  of 
London,  for  compensation  tor  losses  and  deficiencies 
of  Tythes,  Taxes,  Sewer  Rates,  and  other  Rates  and 
Assessments. 

On  the  credit  of  these  Tonnage  Duties,  the  Act 
(§  152)  also  authorises  advances  to  be  made  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  to  the  Commissioners  for  com- 
pensations (to  be  replaced  from  the  said  Duties)  of 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
Compensations  directed  by  the  Act ; including  those 
to  the  Crown,  and  Lord  Gwydir,  in  respect  of  the 
Mooring  Chains ; and  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
ascertaining  the  same. 

By  § 154  of  the  Act,  the  monies  raised  by  the  said 
Tonnage  Duties,  are  directed  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  following  manner  : — 

So  much  thereof  shall  be  pid  into  the  Chamber  of  Lon- 
don, as  shall  be  sufficient  from  time  to  time,  not  only 
for  defraying  the  necessary  Costs  and  Charges  of  main- 
taining and  repairing,  altering  and  renewing  the  Mur- 
ing 


Digitized  by  Google 


BI7ER  POLICE. 


007 


tug  Chaim  In  the  River  Thslmcs,  and  laying  down  new 
ones  when  necessary  : But  also  lor  pying  the  Salaries 
and  Wages  of  Harbour~Alailtrs  and  their  Assistants, 
pursuant  to  the  Act : which  Expenccs  and  Salaries  are 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation  accordingly. 

/ 

After  the  above  payments  into  the  Chamber  of  London,  the 
residue  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Tonnage  Dues 
is  to  be  applied  in  repaying  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sums  advanced  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  as  already  spe- 
cified, with  5 per  cent,  interest  on  the  same  ; and  when 
these  advances  arc  fully  repaid,  the  said  residue  is  to  be 
invested  in  Stock,  in  the  natives  of  the  Chamberlain, 
Town  Clerk,  and  Comptroller  of  London,  for  the  rime 
being,  who  shall  invest  the  yearly  Dividends  in  their 
names  in  the  like  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
lation; until  the  Dividends  of  the  Stock  purchased  by 
such  accumulation,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  pyment 
of  the  Expences  of  the  Mooring-Chains,  and  of  the 
Salaries  of  the  said  Harbtur-Matters  and  their  Assist- 
ants.— And  when  the  Dividends  are  sufficient  to  answer 
those  purposes,  the  Rates  and  Duties  imposed  by  the 
Act  are  to  cease  and  determine. 

Such  are  the  Functions  exercised  by  the  Crown, 
respecting  the  Police  and  other  Regulations  of  the 
River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  observed,  that  the  chief  part  are  created  by 
the  Wet-Dock  Act,  and  are  of  a temporary  nature ; so 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Act, when  the  money  to  be 
advanced  by  Government  is  refunded,  every  right  of 
interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  except  what 
relates  to  the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  under  the  River,  , 

and 
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and  the  general  rights  of  Sovereignty,  which  are 
reserved,  will  be  totally  relinqaished.(o) 

It  remains  therefore,  to  explain  at  length  the 
Powers  and  Functions  of  the  respective  Public 
Bodies,  and  Persons  already  alluded  to,  as  exerci- 
sing jurisdiction  on  or  near  the  River,  viz : — T7ie 
Lord  Mayor y and  Corporation  of  London : The  Trinity 
Mouse  : The  ff'est-India  Dock  Company  : The  Boards 
of  Customs  and  Excise  : And  the  fustices  of  Peace, 
in  their  respective  ’furisdsetions,  wider  various  Acts  of 
Parliament. — ^These  will  form  the  subject  of  the  five 
following  Chapters  of  this  Work. 


(o)  By  ^ 175  of  the  Act,  all  the  Rights,  Intetests,  Privileges, 
Franchises,  and  Aothority  of  his  Majesty  and  his  Soccessors,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  Mooring^Chains,  are  reserved. — And  by  ^ 176,  power 
is  alto  reserved  to  the  Lords  d'  the  Admirrity,  to  lay  Chains,  &c.  for 
mooring  Ships  or  Vessels,  belonging  to  bit  Majesty,  in  any  part  of 
the  River  b^w  Crecpland  Dock. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

The  Powers  and  Functions  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  as  applying 
to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London. — Appointed  Conservators  of  the  River, 
hy  successive  Charters. — The  local  extent  of  their 
furisdiction. — The  deputy  Water-Bailiff' s Duty.-— 
The  inefficacy  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  the  Courts 
of  Conservancy. — The  Regulations  of  the  Fishery,  by 
Statutes,  9 Ann,  cap.  26.  30  Geo.  II.  cap.  21.  and 
33  Geo.  II.  cap.  2T  .—The  Advantages  of  summary 
Proceedings  in  small  Offences. — Exclusive  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Corporation,  a Burthen  to  themselves  and 
an  Evil  to  the  Community. — A General  Review  of 
the  Specific  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  of  the  Jnstarues  in  which  they  have  been 
exercised: — Observations  thereon. — The  continual 
Decrease  in  the  Depth  of  the  River,  attributable  to 
the  want  of  a proper  Responsibility  attaching  some- 
where.— The  Powers  conferred,  and  the  Duties  im- 
posed on  the  Corporation,  by  the  WET-Docit  Act, 
detailed  and  explained. — The  Transit-Rates  payable 
under  that  Act,  to  the  Corporation. — The  Control 
exercised  by  the  Corporation,  by  virtue  of  several 
Charters,  over  certain  classes  of  Labourers,  and  in 
the  garbling,  package,  scavage,  balliage,  and  port- 
age  of  Goods,  exported  and  imported: — As  also 

respecting 
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respecting  Girls: — Tnckk-IIouse  Porters: — Ticket 
Porters; — iind  the  U'atermcn  s Companx. — General 
Recapitulation  of  the  various  Functions  ami  Duties 
of  the  Corporation. — Concluding  Reflections. 


K ixG  KrcTiAUD  I.  in  the  Eighth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  A.  D.  l iCffi,  granted  to  the  City  of  London 
a Charter,  for  which  they  paid  him  Fifteen  Hundred 
Marks.  This  is  the  first  Charter,  by  which  the  Cor- 
])oration  of  I-oiidon  claims  the  Jurisdiction  and  Con- 
servancy of  ilic  River  Thames.  As  it  did  not  pre- 
scribe any  Bounds,  or  limit  the  Extent,  over  which 
the  City  was  to  take  Cognizance,  but  transferred  to 
the  City,  all  the  Right  and  Jurisdiction  before  then 
enjoyed  by  his  Majesty's  Keeper  of  the  Tower ; it 
was  inferred,  that  the  City’s  Right  of  Jurisdiction 
included  the  whole  River,  from  its  junetion  with  the 
Sea  Eastward,  so  far  Westward  as  it  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Thames.  But,  in  consequence  of  the 
loose  expressions  of  this  grant,  both  the  extent  of  the 
City’s  Jurisdiction,  and  the  objects  of  their  Power, 
were,  from  time  to  time,  so  much  contested,  particu- 
larlv  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Tower,  that  it  was  found 
needful  to  explain  and  amend  this  Charter,  by  many 
others  subsequent : In  several  of  these,  and  for  a 
long  succession  of  time,  the  extent  of  the  City’s  Ju- 
risdiction on  the  River  Thames,  has  been  recited  and 
admitted  to  extend  from  Colne  Ditch,  a little  West- 
ward 
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ward  of  Slaines  Bridge,  to  Yetuhl  (sometimes  called 
Kendal)  Yenland  or  Yenfieel,  East  of  London  Bridpje  : 
The  Slone  which  marks  the  Boundaries  to  the  East, 
being  not  far  from  Upnor  Castle.  This  Jurisdiction 
includes  part  of  the  River  Medway,  and  its  Cogniz- 
ance extends  to  the  removing  all  wears  and  other 
nuisances  in  the  River  ; and  all  encroachments  by 
Builtlings  or  Wharfs  on  the  shores  ; to  preserve  the 
Fisheries,  and  seize  unlawful  Nets  ; and  to  punish 
the  Fishermen  offending  against  the  Ordinances 
made  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Conduct  by  City 
Authority. 

In  order  to  execute  the  proper  Orders  enacted  by 
this  Authority,  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
is  by  various  Charters  appointed  to  exercise  and  ex- 
ecute the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  of  the 
Waters  of  Thames  and  Medivay,  and  of  every  Bank, 
Shore,  and  Wharf  thereof,  within  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don ; for  which  purpose  he  hath  a deputy  or  sub- 
stitute, by  the  name  of  the  Under  or  Deputy  Water- 
Bailiff,  whose  office  is  to  discover  and  bring  to 
punishment  all  Offenders  as  to  any  of  these  points. 

It  is  the  duty  therefore,  of  this  Officer,  besides  en- 
forcing the  Regulations  respecting  the  Fishery,  (on 
which  more  shall  be  said  herc.nfter)  to  notice  and  re- 
port all  encroachments  on  the  River  or  its  Banks, 
and  all  Nuisances  and  Annoyances,  whereby  the 
Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  in  any  respect 
injured  ; — such  as  throwing  Rubbish  into  the  River, 
pitching  Poles,  erecting  Hharfs,  making  Causeuays 
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Stain,  emttnuing  or  increasing  Ajtes,  ntaiing  or 
cmiinuing  Stages,  erecting  iValls,  building  Pot  Gal- 
leries, planting  Oziers,  laying  Mooring-Chains  in  the 
River,— SiViA  obstructing  the  Navigation,  by  laying 
Lighters  and  Craft  in  improper  situations;  and  to 
receive  instructions  with  respect  to  the  Indictment 
of  Offenders. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being,  as  Conser- 
vator of  the  River,  has  been  accustomed  to  hold 
about  eight  Courts  of  Consen'ancy  in  the  course  of  a 
year ; that  is  to  say,  one  or  two  for  each  of  the  four 
Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex.  At 
the  first  of  these  Courts  the  Jury  arc  sworn  and 
charged  ; and  at  the  second  they  present  such  Nui- 
^nces  and  Encroachments  as  they  think  fit,  and  try 
such  Traverses  as  come  before  them.  On  convic- 
tion of  Offenders,  they  are  cither  fined,  or  imprisoned ; 
or  the  Nuisances  and  Encroachments  are  ordered  to 
be  removed. 

A very  slight  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  prac- 
tices of  persons  who  support  themselves  as  Labourera 
by  the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames,  and  of  the  mul- 
titude of  Nuisances  and  Obstructions,  which  must 
naturally  be  expected,  prove  how  inadequate  such 
a System  must  necessarily  be  to  the  removal  of  these 
Evils.  This  is  further  obvious  from  the  very  few  in- 
stances of  punishment  which  have  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  18th  Century.  (/>)  Had  there  existed 

(/)  See  Minutes  of  the  Eridehce  befbie  the  Committee  of  the 
?louK  of  Commons,  on  the  Wet  Dock  Bill,  page  i lo. 
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a Police,  adequate  to  the  object,*  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say,  that  if  the  convictions  had  corresponded  with 
the  Offences,  they  must  have  increased,  at  least, 
one  thousand  fold ; but  the  truth  is,  that  this  ancient 
Court  of  Record  is  too  circuitous  in  its  procedure,  and 
by  no  means  adapted  either  to  the  present  state  of  so- 
ciety, or  to  the  object  of  preventing  the  evils 
which  it  was  established  to  control.  These  have 
therefore,  multiplied  like  other  more  atrociotm  of- 
fences in  a ratio  which  is  not  to  be  conceived.  For 
the  purpose  of  repressing  the  evil  by  the  convictkm 
and  punishment  of  offenders,  a large  circle  is  de- 
scribed, in  order  to  accomplish  an  object  which,  by 
a summary  jurisdiction  (which  applies  peculiarly  to 
offences  of  this  nature)  might  be  reached  by  a direct 
line;  unincumbered  by  those  formalities  which, wbUe 
they  impose  great  hardships  on  the  Subject  and  the 
City  Magistrates,  only  tend  to  limit  and  reduce  the 
rights  of  innocence,  by  extending  the  liberty  of  evil 
doers. 

By  a Statute  of  Queen  Aone  (9  Am.  c.  Q.O.  A.  D. 
1710)  for  the  better  presentation  and  improvement 
of  the  Fishery,  in  the  River  Thames,  and  for  regu- 
gating  the  Fishermen  of  the  said  River;  power  was 
given  to  the  Fishermen’s  [Fishmongers’]  Company, 
to  make  Bye-laws,  to  prevent  abuses  in  the  Fishery ; 
under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  : with  a saving  of  all  the  rights  of  the  City 
and  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River. 
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It  appears,  that  certain  Bye-laws  and  Regulations 
were  made  accordingly  ; but,  that  from  the  year 
1727,  the  Company  ceased  to  act,  and  few  exertions 
of  any  kind  were  made  on  this  subject,  till  the 
year  1757  ; in  the  beginning  of  which,  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  presented  a Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  setting  forth  this  neglect,  and  praying 
that  as  the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  of  the 
Thames  and  Medway,  had  been  vested  in  the  Mayor, 
&c.  of  London,  time  out  of  mind,  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
servation of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  Fish,  in  the 
River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  ^Icdway,  for  the  bet- 
ter regulating  the  Fisheries  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
speedy  punishment  of  Offenders.  An  Act  was  in 
consequence  passed  (30  Geo.  II.  c.  21)  which  de- 
clared that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon- 
don should  have  full  power,  and  they  were  required^ 
to  make  Rules  and  Ordinances,  for  the  governing 
and  regulating  all  persons  who  should  fish  or  drudge 
in  the  River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
(within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mayor  of  London,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters)  as  com- 
mon Fishermen  or  Drudgermen,  or  otlierwise : and 
for  declaring  in  what  manner  they  should  demean 
themselves  in  Fishing ; with  what  manner  of  Nets 
and  Engines  ; at  what  times  and  seasons  they  should 
use  Fishing ; for  ascertaining  the  assise  of  the  seve- 
ral Fish  to  be  taken ; and  for  the  preservation  oC,the 
. spawn 
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spawn  and  fry  of  Fish,  within  the  jiirisdiption  afore- 
'Said.  Also  for  obliging  every  eomsnon  Fisherman 
or  Drudgennan,  xo.  have  his  Christian  name  and 
surname,  and  place  of  abode,  painted  in  large  and 
legible  characters  on  his  Boat : To  annex  reasonable 
penalties  and  forfeitures  for  the  breach  of  such  Rules, 
not  exceeding  3l.  for  any  oneofience  ; and  from  time 
to  lime,  to  alter  and  amend  such  Rules,  and  to  make 
new  ones,  so  as  the  same  were  allowed  and  approved 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Great  Seal,  the  two  Lords  Chief  Jus- 
tices, and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  two  of  them. 

This  Act  was  still  farther  enforced  by  the  Stat.  ■ 
33  Geo.  II.  c.  27.  (of  the  penalties  imposed  by  which, 
notice  will  be  taken  in  a subsequent  Chapter.)  The 
execution  of  such  parts  of  both  these  Acts,  as  relate 
to  the  sale  of  fresh  Fish  at  Billingsgate,  to  the 
punishment  of  persons  having  unsizeable  Fish,  or. 
Spawn,  &c.  and  to  the  penalties  against  regrators  ,or, 
forestallcrs  of  Fish,  is  specially  committed  by  the  Act, 
to  the  Utidcr  Jf  'aler-Balliff  of  the  City,  and  to  cer- 
tain other  City  Qdicers,  caWed  Yeomen  of  the  Water- 
side.  The  last  Rules  and  Ordinances  made  under 
these  Acts,  were  confirmed  by  the  Judges,  and 
promulgated  in  1785. 

But  however  well  intended  all  these  Rules  and 
Provisions  might  be,  to  guard  against  the  abuses  in 
the  Fish  Trade,  it  has  been  truly  remarked  by  a va- 
luable writer  on  the  History  of  London  [Noorthouck) 
that  no  accumulation  of  laws,  or  trials  of  schemab, 

, ^ have 
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have  been  yet  able  to  bring  Fish  to  London,  Irl 
(Jiutodtics  and  prices  answerable  to  its  neighbourhood 
to  the  Sea,  “ One  mcihotl  (adds  the  same  Author) 
yet  rrtnana  to  be  tried  ; and  this  is  to  undo  all  that 
has  been  done  ; to  throw  the  employment  of  catch- 
ing aryl  seinng  Fish  entirely  oj)cn,  clear  of  all  corpo- 
ratioti  restrictions  whatsoever  ; beyond  what  may  be 
rtecessijry  to  preserve  the  spawn  or  fry,  and  to  main- 
tain an  impartial  freedom  of  s;de.” 

It  is  worthy  observation,  that  in  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  the  Fishery,  is  exem- 
plified, Tioi  only  the  sense  entertained  of  the  ad\*an- 
ingcs  of  a summary  jurisdiction  with  respect  to 
minor  orifcnccs  ; but  also  the  humanity  of  the  system 
to  the  dcHnqncnts  themselves,  ami  its  utility  to 
the  public,  in  reducing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
alight  misdemeanors,  many  of  which  appear  to  be  cx- 
dusH'cly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators 
of  the  River,  and  therefore,  not  cogni7abtc  as  other 
offences,  by  the  respective  Magistrates  of  the  several 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Tliames  and  Medway. 

Offences  may  therefore,  be  committed  with  im- 
punity, since  the  jurisdiction  only  attaches  once  a 
year;  before  which  time  the  culprit  is  probably  not  to 
be  found,  who  too  well  knows  the  slow  progress  of 
justirft,  and  the  very  feeble  arm  with  which  it  wield* 
the  sword  of  punishment.  Mnlthudes  of  Crimes  arc 
tficreforc  repeated  over  and  over  again,  which  it  U 
not  possible  for  these  respectable  Magistrates  who 
bdd  the  juris<lietion,  to  repress ; because  the  nature  of 

the 
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the  sj'stcin  will  not  permit  them.  However  efficient 
it  might  have  been  in  ancient  times,  when  Com- 
merce was  in  its  infancy,  without  the  means  of  se- 
duction, by  tlie  numerous  temptations  which  now 
exist,  its  motions  are  infinitely  too  slow  to  be  useful 
in  correcting  the  extensive  corruption  of  morals  which' 
wealth,  luxury,  and  other  causes  have  introduced. 

This  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  clearly  established 
by  two  very  ancient  Statutes  still  in  forcc,(^)  which,, 
although  they  constitute  a part  of  the  general  law  of, 
the  land,  and  extend  to  four  Counties,  can  only  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the. 
Ivictropolis.  What  would  be  the  state  of  society  if 
this  laborious  and  troublesome  privilege  (irksome  to 
the  possessor  and  hurtful  to  the  public)  elctended  to 
all  other,  offences  in  this  extensive  and  populous 
district  ? 

It  is  to  an  unfortunate  misconception,  relative  to 

(y)  Br  the  Stat.  of  4 Henry  VII.  chap,  i j ; the  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, hiving  the  Comervation  of  the  River  ThaitMi,  from  the  Bridge 
of  Staines  to  the  Waters  of  Ymdall  and  Medway,  shall  have  like 
authority  in  Breaches,  Issues  and  Creeks,  and  Grounds  overflown, 
as  far  as  the  Water  ebbeth  and  floweth,  as  touching  puttishment  for 
using  unlawtul  Nets  or  Hnginos  in  Fishing,  like  as  his  ptedccessora 
had  in  the  River  Thames ; provided  that  the  Lord  Ma)t)r  of  London 
have  not  the  Conservation  of  the  said  Breaches  and  Grounds  over- 
flown within  the  King’s  grounds,  or  within  franchises  of  any  person. 

By  the  Statute  of  the  17  Henry  VIII.  chap.  18.— If  any  person 
shall  do,  or  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
itream  of  the  River  Thames,  in  making  of  Shelves,  casting  of 
Rubbish  or  Digging,  or  take  away  any  Boatds,  Stakes,  TifUber 
Work,  Pillars  or  other  things,  or  dig  of  undermine  Banks  or  Walls, 
Ac.  he  shall  forfeit  5I  —one-half  to  the  Kin|,  and  one-half  to  the 
Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  Lemdon. 
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ancient  privileges,  and  to  the  quick  and  rapid 
changes  which  take  place  in  the  superintendance  of 
local  jurisdictions,  that  many  of  the  evils  of  the 
River  are  to  be  imputed,  without  attaching  an  atom 
of  blame  to  the  individuals.  To  the  obsolete  nature 
of  the  system,  and  to  the  circumstance  of  its  being, 
in  many  respects,  inapplicable  to  the  present  state  of 
society,  are  these  evils  to  be  traced. 

Hence  the  progressive  accumulation  of  Mud,  and 
other  obstructions  in  the  River,  which  have,  within 
the  last  fifty  years,  reduced  its  depth  so  consider- 
ably.(r)  And  hence,  the  difficulties  which  have 
occurred  in  promoting  those  improvements,  which 
the  state  of  society,  and  the  extent  and  increase  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation  required. 

Privileges  (so  considered)  at  one  period  in  society, 
fraquently  become  burdens  in  another.  The  result 
is,  that  the  duties  incumbent  on  those  upon  whom 
the  privileges  were  conferred,  arc  neglected.  The 
calls  of  society  however,  require  that  they  should 
be  executed,  and  those  whose  interest  is  concerned 
in  the  execution,  perhaps  make  the  attempt  in  some 
shape  or  other.  This  is  resisted  as  an  infringement 
of  ancient  rights.  Although  these  rights  are  burden- 

(r)  Nlr.  Lacas,  io  hu  exainination  before  the  Committee  of  tho 
House  of  Comaions,  on  the  Wet-Dock  Bill,  tst  May,  1797,  statet 
the  Rivet  between  Dcj'itford  and  Pelican  Stain,  to  be  in  a very  bad 
state  in  many  parts.  That  during  lus  remembrance,  there  is  lest 
water  by  tome  feet  in  most  of  the  tier*  between  London  Bridge 
and  Deptiord.  In  some  places  lour  ot  five  feet  less  water.  In 
others.vnc  or  two.  He  kjiows  of  no  other  steps  taken  to  clear  due 
^iver,  than  ilut  of  the  Lighters  belojiging  to  the  Trinity-lumse, 
raTsing  Ballast,  which  are  insufficient. 
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some  to  those  whose  province  it  is  to  move  the  ma- 
chine; and  although  they  are  unwilling,  from  the 
unprofitable  nature  of  the  duty,  to  do  it  themselves, 
yet  are  they  equally  hostile  to  every  attempt  on  thp 
part  of  others  to  fill  up  the  chasm.  The  result  is, 
that  many  good  things  for  the,  public  and  the  coun- 
try, are  either  postponed  or  tptally  omitted.-  Where 
the  power  rests,  the  measure  will  not  be  pursued ; 
while  the  same  jxjwerand  influence  operate  in  pre- 
venting the  attempt  being  made  by  others.  Mere 
matters  of  punctilio  often  stand  in  the  way  of  great 
and  beneficial  arrangements,  and  minds  thus  , de- 
luded, grasp  and  eagerly  cherish  the  shadow,  while 
the  substance  passes  away. 

Nothing  can  be  more  hostile,  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  science  of  useful  and  : effective  Police,-  than 
opinions  and  misconceptions,  operating  through 
the  medium  and  under  the  shelter  of  official,  in- 

f 

flucncc.  , 

It  is  to  a correct  and  well-planned  Police,  and  to 
the  removal  of  those  obstructions,  which  operate  as  a 
bar  to  its  progress  to  maturity;  that  this  Country  is 
ultimately  to  be  indebted  for  the  security,  of  the 
rights  of  innocence;  for  the  preservation  of  life,  and  li- 
berty ; and  the  support  of  that  excellent  Constitution, 
which,  standing  on  the  basis  of  virtue  and  morality, 
is  only  to  be  rendered  permanent  and  secure,  by  pre- 
serving its  foundation,  and  by  guarding  it  against 
the  rapid  inroads,  which  relaxed  principles,  ari^ng 
2 from 
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from  the  sudden  influx  of  wealth,  have  made  upon  the 
best  interests  of  society. 

Prejudices,  when  stronp;ly  roofed,  produce  many 
enls  in  public  life,  although  the  best  intentions  may 
exist.  By  indulging  in  habits  thus  prone  to  deceive, 
the  understanding  loses  its  proper  tone.  Deception 
oceupies  the  station  of  truth,  and  the  judgment 
is  misled. — Reason  loses  her  distinguishing  /acuities, 
— the  mind  becomes  jaundiced,  and  mith  is  over- 
whelmed and  enveloped  in  mist  and  darknf^s. 

The  mind  of  man  can  only  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
panded by  cherishing  a jealousy  against  the  influ- 
ence of  prejudice,  as  the  means  of  seeing  things  as 
they  really  are. 

In  discussing  subjects  of  political  treonomy,  this 
maxim  cannot  be  sufficiently  appreciated.  It  directs 
the  spirit  of  ptitriotism  in  the  course  best  adapted  to 
the  interest  of  society  ; it  bluntscvcryspecic'sofrcsent- 
naenf,  Jind  excites  pity  even  for  the  worst  and  most 
mischievous  of  the  human  race  ; it  exeites  in  the 
mind  a desire  to  promote  amendment,  rather  than 
punishment ; and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
human  beings  In  a cOurse  of  criminal  turpitude,  by 
measi'iVes  Of  prevention,  rather  than  by  examples  of 
Bcverity. 

' A too  tenacious  a«lhercnce  to  olisoletc  regulations, 
after  the’  causes  which  rendered  them  necessary 
arc  no  longer  in  Catistcncc,  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  thVy'  were  founded  have  ceased,  will  ever 
opcr.ltc' powerfully  as"  an  obstruction  to  those  bene - 
' ficial 
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fictal'. arrangements  in  the  Science  of  Police,  which 
arc  so  imp^iously  called  for  by  the  rapid  change 
which  is  sufficiently  visible  in  Society. 

The  emoluments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 
London,  as  Conservators  of  the  Rivers  Thames* 
and  Medway,  seem  to  arise  chiefly  from,  fines  and 
amerciaments,  which  mu^  j»e  very  inco^derable  ; 
since  in  the  course  of  a Cer^tury,  only  35  different 
Offences  are  stated  as  having  occurred,  subjecting  the 
Delinquents  to  punishment. (r)  • ••■'*  ' 

In  the  Statement  presented  by  the  City  of  London, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  ComraohV,  no  efno- 
luments  are  stated,  but  the  various  Rights  exercised 
by  the  City  of  London,  as  Conservators.. of  thiC  Riverl 
Thames,  are  in  that  document  classed  under \hcLol- 
lowing  Heads  ; 

(i)  See  a Brief  Statement  of  the  Title  of  the  City  of  London, 
to  the  CoiiKTvancy  of  thtRiVer  Thames  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
delivered  to  tl«  Dock  Cctavnitt^e  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
1 799  ; as  gwep  in  tlv  Appendix#  to  tfie  minutes  of  evidence  before 
that  Comnuttep,  pa^e  93,  &c. 

In  this  Document  tne  Corjjoration  rest  the  title  of  the  City : 
— ist.  on  the  ground  of  frtscripiioH,  confirmed  by  the  confession  of 
the  Attorney-general,  and  the  judgment  of  (be  Contt,  of . Exche- 
quer, Trin.  Terin.  3.  Jac.  I.~-i2d.  Ancient  Chattfrs,  p«ticu- 
larly  those  of  8 ibV.  I ; 1 3fk»  i > 1 1 Pea.  HI ; i Ed-w.  Ill ; 3 
Jac.  I ; 34.  II.— yjd.  On  Acft  of  Parlianunt,  particularly 

ty  Jiic.  H.  c,  9;  f 15  ; 4 Hen.  VII.  c.  ij  ; 27 

Hen.  VIII.  c.  jS  ; 14  Gre.  III.  f.  9|. — 4th.  On  Reporti  of  Legal 
Determinations,  parti^lafly  in  Davids  Reports,  j6,  57  ; Siderfm, 
148; '4th  Institute,  150.'— And  lastly.  On  the  Exercise  of  the 
Right,  in  a Varieqtof  instancceapcciii^. 
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One 

instance  staled  to 

A.  D. 

hare  occured  in  . . 

1669 

Two 

in 

1710 

One 

in 

i7tt 

One 

in  . . . j . 

1721 

One 

in  . . 1 • 

1728 

One 

. // 

m 

_Onc 

in 

*743 

II.  7 he  privilege  tf  /ri»/ ^ One  injtancc  stated  to  have  • 

PoUrin  ihe  Rivir,  fer^  occurred  of  Fasts  being 
’ ' the  eomjeniency»fS/}ip-^  set  up  near  the  Ciistom- 

pi„g,  ■ * V house,  at  the  City’s  expence  1553 

* tt  . • * • 

Jll.  rOnc  instance  is  stated  of  . 

ing  Oisirutlimfs  ccca-  ) this  right  being  excr- 

sioited  hy  IVeers  and^  cised  in  . ..  . . 1559 

V.  Another  instance  occurs  in  i6ia 


Steps. 


JV.  7%e  right  »f  Oeansing^ 
the  River  Thames. 


'One  iosUace  occurs  of  tbis 
Right! being  exercised  in 
tlie  year  1617,  at  the  ex- 
pence  ot'  £.776  16  7 
Another  in  the  year  1624. 
The  same  document  states 
in  • general  terms,  *'  diat 
.the  City  of  London  have 
expended  in  keeping -in 
repair,  the  Avenues  to  the' 
River  Thames,  and  public 
Staire  and  Doeks,  and 
Cleansing  the  said  River, 
upon  an  average  of  the 
last  20  years,  the  sum  of 
/.6950  11  8,” 


V.  72e 
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V.  The  privilege  of  dirKt~ 
• . hg  in  what  places,  and 
. the  manner  in  which 


A;  D. 


Oneinstance  occurs  of  this 
Right  being  exercised  in 


Ballast  should  he  ta-^  No  instance  is  stated  since 


.1659 


ien  out  of  the  River 
Thames 


that  remote  period. 


One  imtance  is  stated  to 
have  occurred  in  . 


V’l.’  The  privilege  of  re- 
pairing the  Baltics  and  | ' 

cr,  . to  the  Court  in  . 

Thames.  , . | .. 

^Onc  in  'l\.  . . .* 


1572 

*723 

2725 


VII.  The  privilege  cf  Li- 
censing and  permitting 
IVharfs,  Encroach--^ 
tnents,  and  other  inno- 
cent Projections. 


1663 

1788 

t/93 


VIII.  The  privilege  of  re- 
eeiving  Rents  for  Pro- 
jections, and-  for  irme-^ 
tent  EncrearhmentT. 


fOne  instance  stated  in  the 
Reign  of  Henry  VIII.- 
'A  Water-BailifFappointed 
to  collect  Rents  for 
Port  Galleyi,  Stairs  and 
Encroachments  in  . . 

One  instance  to  the  Navy 

Board 

One  to  the  Trinity-house 
(^One  to  theVictualing-board  1795 

Yearly  Rent. 
pExcrciscd  in  1706  , £.1  o o 
and  fine  of  fifty  guineas 
Exei^iscd  in  1724.  ..200 
. . . in  1731  a PepgCT-corn 
• • • in  1732  .400 
, |-t  .in  ilAT.r.x'Z.  fi  o 

. in  1762  . 15  15  o 


IX.  The 
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IXv  Tke  privilege  of  abat- 
ting,  or  removing 
Wa  tfs.  Encroach- 
ing  into  the  Rivet 
Thames. 


Exercised  in  . 

. . . in 

• # • in  • 


A.D. 

i(y2/i 

i68i 

i68+ 


Exercised  in 


in 


1669 

1672 


X.  The  privilege  of  erecting , 
and  maintaining,  at  the  ' 

City's  expence,  public  ^ 

Stairs  and  Landing^ 

Places. 

N.  B.  The  following  Stairs  were  erected,  and  continue  to 
be  repaired  at  the  City’s  expence,  viz. — 


Billingsgate 

AUhalhnvs  Stairs 

Sab's  Stairs  • 

Puddle  Dock  Stairs 

Summers  ^uay  Stairs 

• Trigg  Stairs 

Temple  Stairs 

^ueenhithe  Stairs 

* 

Cotfsitss  Stairs 

Three  Crane  Stairs 

Dotvgate  Stairs 
Old  Sevan  Stasrs 

Pauls  IVhatf  Stairs 

The  priviltgo  ^ abat-  ^ 

Exercised  in  ...  . 

i68q 

ing  or  retnfving  Stairs 

1 • • in  • • • • 

1681 

and  Causeways,  made 

J • a • in  • • s • 

1685 

by  Individuals. 

• • in  • • s • 

1698 

. : •;  ; 

f Exercised  in  ...  • 

165^ 

:;il.  The  privEege’of  giv 
ing  orders  respecting^ 
• ‘Floats  upon  the  Rhteri 


When  an  order  w^  ifxadc. , 
directing  t^c  W^atcr-balifF  to 
survey,  the  River,  ,time 
to  tinpe,  ^ its  often  ^ 
finds  Timber  fastened  or 
loose,  to  the  hindcrance  of  the 
common  passage  of  the  River, 

floating 
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XII.  [Contlmud.) 


XIII.  privilege 
Special  f'iews. 


floating  on  the  same,  to  seize  the 
said  Timber,  and  convey  it  to  the 
Bridge-house,  or  some  convenient 
place,  and  to  keep  the  tame  until 
the  owner  be  known,  and  shall  pay 
the  charges  ; and  if  no  owner  ap- 
pears within  a year  and  a day, 
then  to  be  sold  as  other  goods  and 
things  usually  are  which  are  found 
floating  on  the  River. 

p lo.January,  19th  pf  ifenry  VII, 
(1504).  An  Inquest  was  appoint, 
cd  of  subsUotial  persons  dwelling 
next  the  Tluines,  betwixt  the 
Tower  and  the  Temple,  to  in- 
quire as  to  Encroachments  and 
Defaults  made  and  done  on  the 


River  Tliamcsj  and  the  A^der- 


] men  of  the  Wards  adjoining  the 
said  River  and  the  VieweVs  of  the 
Court  were  ordered  to  go  with  tite 
Inquest,  and  view  and  over- see 
all  Defaults. 

N.  B.  No  specific  instance  is 
stated  of  this  privilege  being  cx- 
kercised,  since  that  period. 


XIV.  'Tlfe  privilege 
granting  Licences 


erect  Mills  and  Jf'ater 
IForh. 


Exercised  in  . . . . 1595 

A Heating  Mill  on  Barges 
. aUovvd  . . 1655 

An  Ki;iguie  against  ArMudbl 
■Wall,  to  convey  Water 
into  Covent  G^en,  dec. 

’■  ‘ • • XV. The 
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X\^.  71: e privtkge  of  hold- 


Excrciscd  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  as 

Conservator  of  thq  River,  gencral- 
in7  Court*  of  Conser-  J , ...  . . r 

, . . < ly  twice  in  the  year,  for  each  o* 

vanejt  and  tumthment  , . „ r > „ 

^ , the  four  Counties  of  Middlesex, 

y cjftndtrs.  j ..  . 

LLssex,  Surry  and  Kent. 

. ‘ 

Exercised  under  ancient  Charters, 
and  the  more  modem  directions 
of  the  Act  of  30  Geo.  II.  c.  2i* 


XVI.  The  privilege  of  re 
gulrtting  the  Fishery, 
in  the  Fivers  Thames 
and  Medauiy, 


li 


On  a general  review  of  these  specific  Rights  and 
Privilcge.s  it  will  appear,  that  many  of  them  arebnr- 
densome  and  expensive  ; and,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
owing  to  this  circumstance  that  such  a small  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  catalogue  of  privileges,  has  been  ex- 
ercised during  a century  past.  The  right  of  regulating 
the  Shipping,  appears  not  to  have  been  exercised  for 
the  last  06  years,  and  no  insbince  is  stated  of  repair- 
ing Banks  or  Breaches  in  tlic  River,  since  1725. 

In  short,  the  Act  of  Licencing  the  pennission  of 
Wharfs,  Encroachments,  ami  other  innocent  projec- 
tions, and  of  receiving  Rents  for  such  indulgences, 
appears  to  be  the  only  privilege  exercised  during  the 
present  Century,  in  addition  to  the  two  instances 
already  adduced  ; except  holding  Courts  of  Conser- 
vancy, and  cleansing  the  River  at  a very  great 
expense  to  the  Corporation.  (/)  If  there  be  no 

expence 

(r)  From  the  indistbet  mode  of  statement,  b the  to  Appendix, 
the  minutes  of  evidence  before  the  Wet-Dock  Committee,  (p.  96) 
it  docs  not  dearly  appear  whether  the  sum  there  mentioned  of 
,^.6950  I a 8 was  the  avenge  annual  expcnce  of  deansbg  the 
Rirer,  os  the  total  amount  for  the  last  ao  years.  (See  ante,  p. 

3»»d 


Digitized  by  Googie 


RIVER  POLICE.' 


317 


adequate  Fund  arising  from  the  profits  of  the 
Conservancy  to  meet  such  a heavy  expence,  this,  like 
many  other  ancient  privileges,  becomes  no  less 
noxious  to  the  respectable  Body  invested  with  this 
right,  than  it  must  be  injurious  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  River ; since  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  require  the  City  of  London  to  appropriate  its 
Funds  to  a service,  requiring  a large  annual  disburse- 
ment of  money  where  no  benefit  arises  in  return  : — 
Nor  is  it  less  injurious  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  River  Thames,  that  so  great  an  object  .is 
the  preservation  of  the  ancient  depth  of  water, 
should  depend  oh  circumstances  and  arrangements  so 
hostile  to  its  improvement. 

‘The  functions  of  the  Trinity-House,  which  will 
be  explained  in  the  succeeding  Chapter,  do  not 
appear  to  extend  further  than  raising  Ballast  suitable 
for  Ships;  and  while  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
expence,  except  what  arises  from  the  Sale,  it  cannot 
be  expected  .that  the  obstructions  caused  by  ati 
accumulation  of  Mud  in  different  parts  of  the 
River,  (which  is  unfit  for  ballast)  can  be  re- 
moved by  either  of  these  Public  Bodies,  (the 
City  of  London,  or  the  Trinity  Corporation,)  un- 
less it  can  be  rendered  so  far  productive  as 
to  defray  the  expcnce ; and  hence  arises  a most 
important  consideration  in  respect  to  this  branch  of 
the  Police  of  this  great  Trading  River.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Cum- 

•« ' * 

3:2.)  It  woalj  Mem  not  to  ap{)l/  to  the  Pool  whn:  the  Ship>;ini 
A(ctMli  are  moored.  ......  ...  ^ .u  *. 
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rnons  shews,  and  indeed,  it  is  admitted  on  all  lianJs, 
that  a most  alarming  evil  exists  with  respect  to  the* 
progressive  diminution  of  the  depth,  against  which 
there  appears  to  be  no  remedy  provided.  If  it  had 
been  80,  the  evil  could  not  have  incrca.scd ; but  as 
the  cause  is  now  explained,  and  as  it  is  obvious  that 
there  exists  no  direct  rc>|)onsibiHty  with  rc.spect  to 
the  preservation  and  security  of  the  Navigation  of 
the  Iliver,  it  would  seem  highly  expedient  that  some 
mode  should  be  devised  before  the  dilEcultics 
increase. 

In  addition  to  these  privileges  which  have  beeq 
specifically  detailed,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion have  recently  had  new  Powers  conferred,  and 
new  Duties  impo.4d,  on  them  by  the  ff'et-Docl  Act 
already  noticed  ; which,  proves  that*  the  privilege  of 
regulating  Vessels  by  theConsen-atorof  the  River,  was 
not  sufficiently  defined  to  fender  it  useful  or  efficient. 

It  has  been  already  noticed,  in  the  preceding 
Chapter,  that  in  dbnscquence  of  the  surrender  of 
the  Mooring- Chains  by  the  Crown  and  its  Grantee, 
the  Corporation  arc  cmjxiwercd  to  remove  and  alter 
the  present  Moorivg- Chains,  aud  place  others  from 
time  to  time  under  the  inspection  and  approbation  of 
the  Trinity-House. 

By  ^ 78  of  this  Act,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
for  the  time  being,  as  Conservator  of  the  River 
Thames,  is  authorised  and  required  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  shall  be,  to  nominate  and  appoint 
a proper  person  or  persooSj  (who  by  § 79»  must  be 
6 previously 


Digitized  by  Google 


RIVEH  PdLiCB. 


319 


previously  duly  examined  by  the  Trinity  G)rpora-’ 
tion,  and  obtain  a Certificate  of  their  fitnesg) 
to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master  in  the 
Port  of  London,  and  the  Canal  and  other  Works  ; 
(except  the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances ; 
and  except  such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at 
Lmcbouse-hoJe  and  BlachvaU,  as  shall  be  with- 
in the  distance  of  200  yards  from  any  entrance 
oUt  of  the  River  into  the  Works  of  the  West-India 
Dock  (Company.) — These  llarbour-Masters  may  be 
suspended  or  amoved  on  sufficient  cause,  by  the 
Oirporation  ; and  have  power  and  authority  given 
them,  (subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions 
hereafter  mentioned,)  to  direct  the  Entering,  Moor- 
ing and  Unmooring,  Moving  and  Removing,  all 
Ships,  Vessels,  Lighters  and  Craft,  (except  those  of 
the  Trinity-house,)  coming  into,  lying,  or  being  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  in  the  Canal  and  Cuts,  or 
any  of  them,  (excepting  the  Docks  and  such  parts 
of  the  River  as  were  before  excepted.) — Also  to 
regulate  the  times  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into,  lying  ui,  or  going  out  of  the  same  ; and  their 
respective  Births,  Stations,  Positions,  Lading,  and 
Discharging  therein ; and  the  time,  or  times,  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said 
Canal.  And  In  case  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Pilot, 
&c.  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  Ship,  or 
V’essel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  Moor,  or  Un- 
moor, Move, -or  Remove  any  Ship,  according  to 
such  direction,  within  Iwdve  hours  after  notice 
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given  In  writing,  or  left  iviili  some  person  on  boarrl 
tl)c  Ship  or  Vessel  for  that  purpose  ; then  the  saul 
IIarhour-Ma»tcrs,  and  their  Assistants,  arc  re- 
■qnired  to  Moor,  Unmoor,  Move  and  Remove, 
such  Ship  or  Vessel  ; and  the  charges  and  expenccs 
thereof  res{x:ftivcly  shall  be  repaid,  together  with  a 
sum  not  exceeding  Ten  nor  less  than  Five  Pounds 
for  each  ofience,  by  the  Master  or  Owner,  or  the 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  Ship; 
and  may  be  recovered  by  the  Garporalion  of  London 
from  the  Owner  of  the  Ship,  in  ease  of  non-pa)Tnent 
thereof,  on  demand  ; and  in  case  any  Master, 
Commander,  Mate,  Pilot,  or  other  person,  shall 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  the  Mooring,  Unmooring, 
Moving,  or  Removing,  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in 
the  said  Port,  (with  the  aforesaid  exceptions,)  such* 
person  shall  forfeit  a sum  not  exceeding  Ten  nor 

less  than  Five  Pounds. 

••  • • 

By  § 82  it  is  provided,  that  the  orders  gi\*en  by 
these  Harbour-Masters,  [or  by  the  Dock-Masters,  or 
Directors  of  the  West- India  Dock  Company,]  shall’ 
hot  diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  havil^g 
charge  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel. 

By  § 92,  the  Harbour-Masters  arc  directed  to 
observe  the  regulations  in  Statute  1 9 Geo.  III.  Cap. 
59,  as  to  the  stationing  ofForcign  Vessels  ; and  those 
ih  Statute  29  Geo.  III.  Cap.  6s,  as  to  Mooring 
Ships  and  Importing  Tobacco. 

By  § / 9>  if  at  any  time  it  shall  be  certified  to  the  ’ 
Lord  Ma}-or  of  London,  by  tliR-c  or  more  elder* 

"Brethren 
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Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  that  any  person 
appointed  to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master, 
has  neglected  his  duty,  or  misconducted  himself, 
such  person  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  being  again  restored  to  his  Office  i and 
another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Lord-Mayor. — ^AIl 
Harbour-Masters  are  directed  to  attend  the  Trinity- 
House  whenever  reqiured,  by  a writing  under  the 
hands  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  elder  Brethren. 

By  § 83,  the,  intended  Canal,  Cuts,  and  Works, 
are  declared  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  as  Con^rvator  of  the  River  Thames,  as  if 
actually  part  of  the  River. 

By  § 84,  the  Canal,  and  the  New  Docks,  &c.  are 
declared, to  be  parts  of  the  Port  of  London;  and 
Vessels  resorting  thereto,  are  to  be  subject  to  all 
Port  regulations  and  duties. 

By^  85,  Goods  Landed  or  Shipped  upon  or  from 
the  intended  Quays,  or  Wharfs,  in  the  New  Docks, 
are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
&c.  as  if  Landed  or  Shipped  on  or  from  the  present 
Legal  Quays. 

By  I-  86,  the  Quays  in  such  of  the  Docks  as  shall 
be  welled  round,  are  declared  to  be  Legal  Quays. 

By  $ 108,  the  Lord- Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mon-Council, are  authorized  to  make  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations;  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Harbour-Masters,  and  other 
persons,  to  be  employed  under  the  Act  by  the  Cor- 
poration,—for  regulating  the  Works,  &c.  authorised 
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to  be  made  bjr  them,  while  making,  and  when  com* 
pleted  ; — for  the  more  safe  and  convenient  Naviga- 
ting, Placing,  Mooring,  and  Unmooring,  Ships, 
and  other  Vessels,  in  the  River  Thames,  8cc. 
(Docks,  &c.  excepted  :) — for  the  better  Governing, 
and  Regulating,  all  Masters  of  Vessels,  Pilots, 
Lightermen  and  others,  within  the  said  Port,  Ginal, 
and  its  appurtenances : — for  preventing  damage 
being  done  to  Shipping,  Dghters,  and  Craft,  or  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise,  by  the  issuing  of 
the  Waters  from  Houses  and  Buildings ; and  such 
other  Bye-Laws  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and 
expedient,  so  as  the  same  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  this  or  any  other  Act : and  also,  to  repeal  and 
'alter  the  same  Bye-Laws,  and  to  afBx  reasonable 
Penalties  not  exceeding  Forty  Shillings,  for  non- 
observance  thereof.  These  Bye-Laws  are  ’to  be 
printed  and  distributed  in  the  Port  of  London : — 
But,  (by  § 111,)  these  Bye-Laws  shall  not  be  valid 
or  put  in  force  until  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the 
Lord-Chancellor,  two  Chief  Justices  of  the  King’s- 
Bcnch  and  Common-Pleas,  and  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  Or  any  one  or  more  of 
them: — And  (by  § 112,)  thirty  days  before  these 
Bye-Laws  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Judges,  a Copy  of 
them  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Trinity-House,  who 
may  state  their  objections,  if  any,  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Corporation  ; and  if  not  satisfied  with 
their  decision,  they  may  then  state  such  objections 
to  the  Judges  before  the  said  Bye-Laws  are  allowed. 
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^By  § 108,  the  penalties  inflicted  by  these  Bye- 
Laws,  Sre  recoverable  by  distress  and  sale,  by  warrant 
of  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offences  arc  committed ; who  if  the 
penalties  are  not  paid,  may  commit  the  Offender  for 
twenty  days,  or  till  payment  of  the  same. 

By§  175,  (which  saves  the  rights  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  Corporation,)  the  Lord-Mayor  is  empow- 
ered, in'  like  manner  as  he  hath  used  on  other 
'occasions,  to  inquire  of>  hear,  and  determine,  f*.by 
presentment,  or  indictment,  taken  before  him,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters/  all 
offences  contrary  to  thu'Acty  or  such  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  as  shall  be  made  as  afore- 
said ; and  upon  conviction  of  the  Offenders,  to 
impose  any  penalty  not  exceeding  what  is  inflicted 
by  the  Act,  or  by  the  Bye-Laws,  for  such  offence.” 

By§  136,  “ In  consideration  of  the  security, 
accommodation,  and  dispatch,  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by  means  of  the  Canal,  as  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  Ships  and  Vessels,  than  the  present 
circuitous  and  dangerous  passage  round  the  Isle  of 
Dogs ; and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  Maintaining,  Repairing, 
and  Improving,  and  Managing*  the  said  Canal, 
Guts,  and  other  Works,  and  by  Providing  and 
•keeping  a sufficient  number  of  Lock-keepers,  and 
other  Officers  and  Servants,  and  Draught- horses, 
'ffir  the  assistance  and  proper  accommodation  .of 
Vessels  in  such  passage.” — ^The  Mayor,  and  Com- 

Y 2 monalty. 
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monalty,  and  Citizens  of  London,  and  their  Suc- 
cessors, (from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
:vo»rs,  next  ensuing  the  time  when  the'  Canal  shall 
be  first  ready  for  use,  and  notice  siiall  have  been 
given  of  the  same  in  the  London  Gazette,  aod  two 
or  more  public  Morning  News-papers  usually  circu- 
lated in  London,)  arc  authorised  to  ask,  demand, 
talcp  and  receive,  (over  and  above  the  other  Tonnage 
•Rates,  made  payable  to  His  Majesty,  and  also  the 
dues  to  the  West-India  Dock.  Company,)  of  and 
from  all  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  which  shall  enter 
'and  make  use  of  the  said  intcuded  Canal ; any 
. K^jte  or  Kates  not  exceediqg  the  tbl lowing — 

^ f • 

, 1.  For  every  S^ip.  or  Vessel,  Lighter,  Barge, 

Of  other  Craft,  Latlcn,  or  Unladen,  entering 
the  said  Cana!. 

If  of  200  Tons  regisief  Measurement,  or 

upwards 2d.  per  Ton. 

j2.  Jf  ot  loo 'Ions  and  under  200  Tons  . . lid.  per  Ton. 

3.  if  of  50  aod  under  100  Tons  . . los.  (in  all.} 

•4.  If  of  20  and  under  50  Tons,  being 

Vesseb  carr)ing  Sail 5s.  (in  all.J 

5.  Every  Lighter,  Barge,  Boat,  Craft,  &c. 

which  shall  be  rowed  thiongli  the  said  Canal  i Shilling; 

I 

which  Rates  and  Duties  are  vested  in  the  Mayor, 
ConuQonalty^  and  Citizens,  and  their  Successors,  x 
their  own  proper  monies,  but  /oc  the  purpses  of  the 
Act ; and  shall  be  paid  upn  Ships,,  or  other  Vessels, 
entering  within  any  Lock,  or  Jflood-gaic,  of  the 
Canal  I or  at  such  other  tiq^e,  as  the  Lyrd-Mavor, 

Aldermen, 
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Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  shall  appoint; 
and  shall  be  paid  only  once  for  each  and  every 
transit,  or  passage,  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  wbc'thcr 
upwards  or  downwards;  and  such  Duties  shall  be 
j>aid  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Chamber  of  London! 

By  § 145,  the  Common  Council  are  empowered  to 
lower  these  Transit  Rates,  (on  examining  the 
accounts  to  be  kept  concerning  the  Canal,  &c.)  and 
again  to  raise  them  when  necesary,  but  not  beyond 
their  original  height,  as  before  stated. 

By  § 157,  the  Chamberlain  is  directed  to  keep 
accounts  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  to  and  by 
the  City,  arising  as  well  from  the  said  Transit  Rates', 
as  from  the  money  directed  to  be  advanced  to  them, 
(see  Chap.  X.  p.  295.) 

By  ^ 159,  he  is  also  directed  yearly,  after  the 
Works  shall  be  begun,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Treasury,  true  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  all  money  received  by  the  City  by  virtue  of 
this  Act. 

By  ^ 1 55,  the  application  of  the  produce  of  these 
'Transit  Rates,  is  directed  to  be  as  follows  : — 1st.  For 
paying  the  charges  incurred  in  collecting  and 
receiving  the  same. — 2d.  For  paying  compensations 
for  Losses,  and  deficiencies  of  Tythes,  Taxes,  Scwer- 
Rates,  and  other  Rates  and  Assessments. — 3d.  In 
discharging  the  necessary  c.\pences  of  Attending, 
Managing,  and  Regalating,  (after  being  finished,) 
and'  in  Maintaining,  Repairing,  Preserving,  and 
Improving,  the  said  Canal,  &c.  including  the 
. ' charges 
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charges  of  touring  Ships,  and  opening  and  shutting 
Flood-gates  : anj  all  the  residue  or  overplus, 

is  to  be  applied  in  creating  a Fund,  in  aid  of  the 
said  Transit  liates,  in  order  that  they  may  in  due 
time  be  lowered. 

For  the  transacting  of  all  the  Corporation  business 
respecting  this  Act,  the  Common  Council  arc  autho- 
rised to  appoint  Committees  ; on  which,  persons 
interested  in  any  Contracts,  arc  not  eiigibls. 
These  Committees  are  empowered  to  contract  with 
proper  persons,  (whether  Freemen  of  London  or 
not,)  for  performing  the  Works  to  be  done  by  the 
Corporation ; Previously  to  the  making  such  Con- 
tracts, notice  is  to  be  given  in  the  Public  Papers, 
end  all  Contracts  are  to  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  by  their  Clerk,  and  entered  in  a proper 
book.  Finally,  the  Common  Council  and  their 
Committees,  arc  authorised  to  appoint  Clerks,  Col- 
lectors, Treasurers,  and  other  Officers  ; with  Sala- 
ries, to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be  received  by 
the  Corporation  under  the  Act,  and  who  arc  lo  give 
security  to  fulfil  their  respective  Trusts.  See  the 
Act,  § 164 — i68. 

Such,  on  the  whole,  may  be  stated  to  be  the  Old 
and  New  Functions,  (for  they  cannot  be  callt^ 
privileges,)  incumbent  on  the  Lord-Ma)X)r  as  Con- 
servator of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation  of  the 
Oty  of  London,  to  exercise  and  perform. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Ancient  Charters  have 
placed  under  the  same  management  and  control, 

certain 
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certain  classes  of  Labourers  in  specific  tranche?  of 
Commerce,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  the  City 
of  London,  possess  exclusive  privileges,  so  far  as 
relate  to  the  measurement,  of  Coah^ , Grain,  Salt, 
Fruits,  Vegetables,  ^c.  water-borne  on  the  Thame^ 

Certain  other  privileges  also  attach  to  the  Garbling 
of  Merchandise  Imported,  (except  Tobacco,)  and 
to  the  Package,  Scavage,  Balliage,  and' Portage  of 
Goods,  and  the  Package  of  Cloth. 

420  privileged  Carts,  belonging  to  the  Fellowsliip 
of  Carmen,  (tt)  are  also  regulated  by  the  City  of 
London,  who  give  security,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  acting  for  hire  in  the  City.  They  arc 
also  compellable  to  do  the  Cartage  business  of  the 
Port  when  called  on,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  their  Load,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Ser- 
vants. They  pay  annually  I7s.  4d.  to  the  Governors 
of  ChristVHospital  for  their  Licence,  and  23s.  6d. 
for  every  Transfer,  which  is  generally  sold  for 
about  100. 

Tackle- house  Porters,  (who  have  about  1,500 
• Ticket-Porters  (j)  under  them.)  arc  also  regulated  by 
the  Citjr  of  London.  They  havethe  privilege  of  per- 
forming the  labour  of  Unshipping,  Landing,  Carry- 

‘ L)  The»c'  are  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Oi:k  Committw  of 
the  Howe  of  Commons,  May  30,  1797.' « 600  famdie*. 

This  Society  was  instnitted  in  1 66  j.  ' • - ’ 

tx)  It  U stated  in  the  same  Minutes,  that  there  are  1 500  Ticket- 
Porten  in  aU,  who  work  imict  the  Tackle-house  Porters,  of 
which,  about  joo  arc  employed  in  the  business  of  the  Water.sidc. 
1^'  mg. 
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ing,  and  Housing  the  Goods  of  the  South-3ca 
(^mpany, — the  Elast-India  Company,  and  all  other 
Goofls,  except  from  the  East-Country, — the  produce 
of  the  British  Plantations,  and  Ireland,  and  Gocxls 
Coastwise. — They  give  Bond  for  ;^.500,  to  make 
restitution  in  case  of  loas  or  damage,  and  arc  limited 
to  Rates  settled  by  the  City  of  London.  In  per- 
forming the  labour  of  the  Port,  if  Ticket-Porters 
arc  not  at  hand,  they  may  employ  any  that  offer. 

The  Ticket- Porters  arc  persons  appointed  by  the 
City  of  London,  and  have  granted  to  them  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  unshipping,  landing,  and  bousing 
Pitch,  Tar,  Soap- Ashes,  Wainscot  Fir,  Poles,  Masts, 
Deals,  Oars,  Chests,  Tables,  Flax  and  Hemp,  brought 
to  England  from  the  Eiast  Country  ; also  Iron,  Cord- 
age, and  Timber,  and  all  Goods  of  the  produce  of 
Ireland,  and  the  British  Plantations,  and  all  Goods 
Coastwise  (except  Lead.)  They  give  Security  in 
lOO/.  for  Fidelity,  and  have  their  Names  and  Num- 
l»crs  on  a Metal  Badge. 

Besides  these  different  classes  of  Labourers,  who 
enjoy  exclusive  privileges  in  the  general  System  of 
Pulicc  in  the  River  Thames,  the  City  of  London  has 
under  its  Control  and  Regulation,  the  Company  of 
Watermen,  who  compo.se  a Body  of  about  12,000 
men,  about  one- half  of  whom  are  employed  in  Ligh- 
ters, Barges,  Punts,  Wherries,  and  other  Bmis,  in 
-ssisiiug  the  Commerce  os  Water  Carriers,  or  ac-.  , 
oomroodating  the  Inhabitants  at  large. 
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An  endeavour  has  thus  bceri  made  to  developethe 
nature  and  extent  of  the  Functions  of  the  City  of 
London',  as  they  relate  to  the  Police  Regulations,  ap- 
})1icable  to  the  Port  of  London  and  the  Rivc^ 
Thames.  ’ As  they  are  exceedingly  extended  it  may 
be  useful  to  bring  the  whole  under  the  review  of  the 
Reader,  by  the  following ' 

• * I , ♦ 

RECAPITULATION, 

' ♦ • 

N 

Exumkrating  the  different  privileges  and 

FUNCTIONS  EXERCISED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  LONDON, 
IN  RESPECT  TO  THE  RIVER  THAMES  AND  PORT 
GP  LONDON. 

. - I.  Conservatorial  Functions. 

1st.  To  regulate  the  Fisheries  in  the  Thames  and 
Medway,  and  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

3d.  To  preserve  the  River  from  injurious  Encroach- 
ments. 

3d.  To  cleanse  the  River,  and  to  preserve  its  Depth 
by  the  removal  of  Mud  and  Filth. 

4th‘.  To  prevent  and  remove  Nuisances  and  Obstruc- 
tions of  every  kind. 

5thV  To  repair  Banks  and  Breaches  in  the  River. 

6th.' To' erect  Posts  for  the  Convenicncy  of  Ship- 

P'"S- 

7*h.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  certain  Public 
Stairs. 


8ih.  To 
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8tb.  To  grant  Licences  -to  erect  Wharfs,  Stairs, 
Causeways,  and  other  innocent  Projections. 

Qth.  To  take  up  and  lay  down  Mooring-Chains  for 
the  Conveniency  of  Shipping. 

10th.  To  appoints  Water-Bailiff  to  superintend  the 
Fisheries,  and  to  prevent  Encroachments,  Ob- 
structions and  other  Nuisances  in  the  River. 

1 i th.  To  make  Bye-Laws  for  the  Regulation  and 
the  proper  Birthing  of  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
Craft  in  the  River  Thames,  and  also.  Rules  for 
Harbour-M  asters. 

12tb.  To  manage  ^nd  direct  all  matters  relative  to 
the  Canal  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  and  to  collect 
the  Rates  thereon. 

13th,  To  appoint  one  or  more  Harbour-Masters  to 
attend  to  the  Birthing  of  Ships,  and  to  the  well- 
ordering  of  the  Port. 

14th.  To  hold  Courts  of  Conservancy,  for  the  Punish- 
ment of  Offences. 

II.  Functions  appUcahle  to  the  Trade  of  the  Port,  in 
Lading,  Unlading,  and  Storing  of  Merchandise.  - 

1st.  To  regulate  and  control  Lightermen  and  Wa- 
ternsen  in  the  River,  amounting  to,  from  6 to 
8,(XX)  usually  employed. 

2d.  To  regulate  and  control  Tacklo-House  Porters, 
22  in  number. 

Sd.  To  appoint,  regulate,  and  control  _ Ticket  Por- 
ters, for  the  lading  and  discharging  of  Goods, 
about  1500  in  all. 

4th.  To 
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4 th.  To  appoint,  in  conjunction  with  the  Governors 
of  ChrUt's  Hospital,  and  to  regulate  and  con> 
ttol  Canoons  or  privileged  Carts,  420  in  num- 
ber, to  convey  Merchandise  to  and  from  the 
Landing  Places,  to  the  Repositories  of  the  Mer- 
chants ; abbut  600  in  all,  includiog  Servants. 


HI.  FuncUvns  applicable  io  the  Measurement  of  Coals ^ 

Com,  Salt,  Fruit,  and  Vegetables,  imported. 

1st.  To  appoint  sworn  Meters,  for  measuring  Coals 
in  the  Port  of  London,  and  to  control  and  regu- 
late, in  a certain  degree,  this  important  branch 
of  Trade.(y) 

2d.  To  appoint  Corn  Meters,  and  to  regulate  and 
control  the  Importation  of  this  important  ne- 
cessary of  Life. 

3d:  To  appoint  Measurers  for  Salt,  and  also  Fruit  and 
Vegetables,  water-borne  on  the  Thames. 

• . '/I 

IV.  Functions  applicable  to  the-  Garblir^,  Fachage, 
Scavage,  Balliage,  and  Portage,  of  Metchan- 
dise  exported  and  imported. 

•.  . . f * , 

1st.  An  old  Law  of  James  I.  for  the  well-garbling 
of  spices  in  London,  (Stat.  1.  Jac.  I.  cap.  IQ.) 

• • • M 

Of),  The  direction*  of  the  Charter  of  i*  Jac.  1.  with  respect  to 

this  necessary  Article  of  Subsistence,  are  not  unworthy  attention  at  v. 

the  present  time.  ' ' - . ' * - ^ J 

-■  ' '■  • . ■ - i ' » . ^ ' being 

r tMi  ‘ 
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being  by  length  of  time,  found  useless,  if  not 
' prejudicial,  was  repealed,  by  Stat.  6 Ann.  c,  l6. 
and  an  equivalent  was  'gi veil  to  the  City  of 
Txjndon,  for  the  Profits  fonnerly  made  of  the 
CJarblcr’s  Office,  by  laying  a Tax  of  JOj-.  yearly,' 
to  be  paid  to  the  Chamberlain  of  Ixindon  by  all 
Brokers  ; nevertheless,  The  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common  Council,  rnav  still,  if  they 
think  bting,  appoint  a Garblcr  who,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Owner  of  any  Spices  or  Drugs  gar- 
blcable,  and  not  otherwise,  shall  garble  the 
same,  at  such  Fees  as  the  Ixrrd  Maydf,  Sic. 

4 

may  appoint. 

2d,  The  privileges  of  the  Vachige  of  Cloths  and  cer- 
tain other  outward-bound  Goods  of  Foreitm 
Merchants,  Denizens  or  Aliens  ; of  Scavage 
(;.  e.  Shewage  or  Surveying)  of  certain  Goods 
imported  by  Foreign  Merchants ; of  BaJHage, 
or  Delivery  of  Goods  of  such  Merchants  to  be 
exported  upon  and  through  the  River  Thamc.s, 
and  upon  any  Wharf  or  Shore  thereof ; and  also 
the  Portage  of  Wool,  Tin,  and  other  Articles, 
(imported  or  exported  by  such  Merchants,)  to 
and  from  the  Thames,  and  to  and  from  the 
Warehouses  of  such  Merchants:  All  these  are 
confirmed  to  the  City  by  Charter,  of  the  15th 
of  September,  l6  Charles  II;  and  certain  Rates 
and  Diifics  arc  appointed  by  a Schedule  to'that 
Charter,  to  be  paid  accordingly. (a) 

. (k)  ,Thcic  I3u(i(f  are  juted  length  in  Stiil’s  Sbif-Marter’i 
2 Thes* 
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• These  Functions,  are  of  ^reat  moment,  and  from 
their  accurate  and  proper  execution,  advantages  of  a 
very  extensive  nature  are  to  be  derived  by  the  Com- 
munity; while  in  the  present  state  of  Society,  and 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  Commerciil  Interests  of 
the  Port,  infinite  mischief  and  inconvenience  must 
result  from  a relatied  or  inattentive  execution  of  the 
important  Duties  which  the  City  of  London  has  im- 
posed upon  itself.  . . .. 

To  the  individuals  who  compose  the  respectable 
Body  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  utmost  con- 
fidence is  due,  both  on  account  of  their  integrity  and 
talents;  but  in  their  private  capacity  no  responsi- 
bility attaches,  while  in  their  Corporate  Situation,  the 
obligation  to  perform  a Duty  is  considered  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  make  art  order,  “ that  it  shall  he 
carried  into  effect.”  Whether  therefore,  in  the  execu- 
tion there  is  merit  or  demerit,  is  not  an  object  of  In- 
quiry or  Cognizance,  unless  some  gross  misconduct 
urges  a complaint  or  accusation.  An  Individual  fol- 
lows up  his  directions,  and  sees  that  they  arc  carried 
pointedly  into  execution.  Where  an  onus  or  re- 
sponsibility rests  there  is  Security  : Where  it  docs 
not,  in  spite  of  the  best  Gu.ards  that  can  be  devised, 
and  even  the  best  and  most  patriotic  intentions  on 
the  part  of  many  of  the  Individuals,  who  compose 
great  Public  Bodies,  relaxation  will  be  manifest,  and 
inconveniences  will  consequently  be  felt  by  the 
Public. 

u •,  » ^ hope- 
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A hope  however  may  be  indulged,  that  from  the 
collected  view  in  which  these  important  Functions 
have  been  placed,  and. from  the  great  consequence 
of  an  uninterrupted  conscientious  execution,  many 
worthy  Members  o(  Society,  who  now  arc  or  here- 
after may  become  Members  of  the.  Corporation  of 
London,  unit  feel  impressed  with  she  weight  of  the 
trust  committed  to  their  charge;  and  by  a zealous 
and  patriotic  regard  to  the  Public  Good,  counteract 
those  inconveniences  and  obstructions  which  this 
species  of  superin  tendance  generates  in  thb  and  every 
other  Country,  where  Commerce  is  cooceroed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

. . ! ^ .... 

Powers  and  Fwictions  of  /Af  Trinity-House  Corpo- 
ration, as  relating  to  the.  Thames  and  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  original  Foundation  and  Incorporation. — 
The  Stat.  8 Eliz.  cap.  \3.— Their  Charters  cind 
Bye-Laws. — Recapitulation  of  their  Powers,  ly 
. Charter  and  Antunt  Statutes,  under  Eight  different 
Heads. — Their  Power ^ as  to  Pilots,  enlarged  and 
confirmed,  ly  Stat.  5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20. — An  Abstract 
of  that  Act,  as  relates  thereto  : — and  to  Gunpow- 
der, &c.-r-Abstract  of  the  Act  6 Geo.  II.  cap.  2Q. 
for  Regulating  Lastage  and  Ballastage,— Rates  pay- 
able to  the  Corporation  for  Ballast. — Abstract  of  the 
Act  32  Geo,  II.  cap,  \Q.for further  regulating  Bal- 
last and  preventing  the  accumulation  of  Dirt,  Rub- 
bish, (dc.  m the  River : — An  important  Clause  of 
that  Act,  to  be  observed  by  House-Keepers  in  Lon- 
don, to  prevent  Dirt  being  thrown  in  the  Streets  and 
Kermels. — Powers  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  under 
the  Bumboat  Act,  2 Geo.  III.  cap,  28. — Under  the 
Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. — Respecting 
Light-  Houses,  and  the  Dues  payable  to  the  Corpora- 
■ tion,  by  Ships  passing  the  same. — Recapitidation  of 
the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Corporation, 
by  Modern  Statutes,  under  Eight  Heads. — Conclud- 
ing Observations  on  the  great  Credit'  due  to  the 
Members,  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  attention  to 
the  performance  of  their  various  Duties. 

The 
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Tub  Trimtt  Corporation  was  first  founded  in 
the  year  1513,  by ‘Sir  Henry  (or  as  some  say  Sir 
Thomas)  Sport,  Knight, («»)  Comptroller  of  the  Navy, 
to  King  Henry  VIII.  ^ 

Tliis  Body  received  their  first  Charter  from  the 
same  Monarch,  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  his  reign; 
which  confirmed  to  them  not  only  the  Aniient  Pri- 
vileges of  the  Mariners  of  England  (which  had  been 
incorporated  before)  but  also  their  several  valuable 
Possessions  at  Deptford. 

The  object  of  this  foundation  was  the  increase 
and  encouragement  of  Navigation ; the  good  Go- 
vernment of  Seamen  ; and  the  better  Security  of 
]NIcrchant  Ships ; for  which  ptirpose  a power  is 
granted  them  in  their  Charter,  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

By  the  Statute,  8 Eliz.  cap.  13.  (A.  D.  isfts) 
This  respectable  Body  is  recognized  by  the  Legitia- 
turc,  as — “ A Company  of  the  chiefest  and  most  ex- 
“ [)ert  Masters  of  Ships,  who  are  incorporated  within 
**  themselves,  charged  with  the  Conduction  of  the 
“ Queen’s  Majesty’s  Royal  Navy,  are  bound  to  forc- 
**  see  the  good  Increase  and  Maintenance  of  Ships, 
**  and  of  all  kind  of  men,  traded  and  brought  up  by 
**  Water-Craft,  most  meet  for  her  Majesty’s  Ser  • 

• (a)  A Sir  Thomas  Sprrt,  Knight,  is  mentionrd  in  the  Srarat<k 
37  Heniy  VIII.  cap.  it),  for  the  preservation  of  the  River  ThanMs, 
u *'  having  the  Office,  and  Ordering  of  and  fof  btlltsdag  of 
Ships.** 
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“ vIce."^The  Preamble  of  the  Act  also  states, — 
That  “ forasnmch  as  by  the  destroying  and  taking 
“ awaycertainStceples, Woods, andother  marks  stand- 
“ ing^upon  the  Main  Shores  adjoining  to  the  Sea- 
“ Coasfspf.this  Realm, ofEngland  and  Wales, being  as 
“ Beacons  ami  Marks  of  An  tientTimc, accustomed  for 
“ Seafaring  Men,  to  save  and  keep  them  and  the 
“ Ships  iu  sundry  Dangers  there- 

“ to  incident  : divers  Ships,  with  their  Goods  and 
“ Merchandise,  in  sailing  from  Foreign  Parts  to- 
“ wards  this  Realm  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
especially  to  the  Port  and  River  of  Thames,  have 
“ by  lack  of  such  Marks  of  late  years  been  miscar- 
“ ried,  perished,  and  lost  in  the  Sea,  to  the  great 
“ detriment  and  hurt  of  the  Common  Weal,  and  the, 
“ perishing  of  no  small  number  of  people 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration are  authorised  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
and  at. their  own  cost,  to  set  up  as  many  Beacons, 
Marks,  ^ and  Signs  for  the  Sea,  in  such  places  of  the 
Sca-Shpres,  and  Uplands  near  the  Sea-Coasts,  dr 
E'orpjapds.  of  the  Sea,  only  for  Sea-Marks,  as  to  them 
shall  sepm  requisite  ; whereby  the  Dangers  may  be 
avoided,  apd  the  Ships  the  better  come  into  their 
Forts  without  peril. — Power  is  also  given  at  the  Costs 
and  Charges  of  the  Corporation,  to  maintain  and  re- 
new the  said  Sea-Marks. 

‘ Thd  feamc  Act  prohibits  the  removing -or ' taking 
(lo^n  any  §tecplc?.  Trees,  &c.  standing  as  Beadons 
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or  Sea-Marks;  under  penalty  of  1004-  or  In  default 
of  Paynncnt,  the  Offender  to  be  ipso  facto  consi- 
dered as  an  Outlaw. 

It  also  authorises  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  license  • 
Mariners  and  Seamen  dwelling  about  the  River 
Thames,  as  well  between  their  Voyages  as  at  other 
times,  to  row  their  own  Wherries,  or  any  other 
Wherries  by  them  hired,  or  wherein  they  shall  be 
employed  to  work  uj)  and  down  the  said  River 
Thames,  to  apply  and  follow  the  ordinary  passing  and 
carrying  the  Queen's  Majesty's  People  to  and  fro, 
as  other  Watermen,  commonly  called  Wherrymen, 
are  accustomed  to  do. — “ That  these  Mariners  may » 

“ thereby  the  better  keep  and  refrain  themselves 
“ from  Folly,  Idleness,  and  Lewd  Company ; and 
“ for  the  Relief  of  them,  their  Wives,  and  Children.” 

In  the  year  1()85,  King  James  II.  eonfirmed  all 
bis  Predecessors  had  done  in  favour  of  this  Society, 
by  a new  Charter,  incorporating  them  by  the  name 
of — The  Master,  JJ'artlms,  ami  Assistants  of  the  most 
Glorious  and  Undivided  Trinity,  of  St.  Clement,  in  the 
Parish  of  Deptford  Stroud,  in  the  County  of  Kent. 

The  Corporation  consists  of  a Master,  Deputy  Mas- 
ter,(/’)  Four  Wardens,  Eight  Assistants,  and  Seven- 
teen Elder  Brethren,  who  manage  the  whole  Affairs 
of  the  Institution  : There  are  also  an  indefinite  num- 


(i)  The  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  present  Master— 
Robert  Preston,  Esq.  M.  P,  Deputy  Master. 


ber 
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bcr  of  Younger  Brethren,  composed  of  Nautical  Men 
who  have  certain  privileges  and  immunities  granted 
to  them,  such  as  being  exempted  from  either  serving 
in  or  contributing  to  the  expence  of  the  Militia,  or 
serving  on  Juries  and  Inquests.(c)  Their  House 
and  Offices  have  been  recently  removed  toTower  Hill, 
where  the  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  are  held 
every  Thursday,  and  where  there  are  various 
Officers  under  the  direction  of  a Secretary,  con- 
stantly in  attendance. 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Charter  ef  King 
James  II.  the  Corporation  made  certain  Bye-Laws, 
*jwhich  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  High  Chancel- 
lor, and  the  Judges,  on  the  24th  of  June  l6S7  (by 
Virtue  of  the  Stat.  19  Henry  VII.  cap.  7.)  Of  these 
Bye-Laws  the  following  is  an  Abstract - 

1st.  Every  Master,  Pilot,  or  other  Seaman,  refusing  to  appear 
when  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Corporation,  shall 
forfeit  as  follows, — the  Master  or  Pilot,  131.  4//.  and 
Mariners,  2r. 

2d.  Every  Mariner  going  to  Sea,  without  paying  the  Duties, 
as  they  ought,  to  the  Corporation,  shall  pay  double  on 
their  return,  in  addition  to  what  may  arise  on  the  new 
Voyage.  . 

3d.  Every  Ship-master  and  every  Mate,  who  shall  not  be  on 
board  their  respective  Ships  in  the  River  Thames,  at  or 
above  Blackwall,  while  the  Ship  is  lading  or  discharging,  to 
see  the  Merchandise  orderly  and  safely  received  or  deli- 

(r)  Stow ’s  History  of  London. 

z 2 vered, 
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vercd,  (lull  forfeit  ts.  8</.  for  every  Offence. — If  beknir 
Blackwall,  the  Master  or  Mate  shall  be  on  board  three 
times  a week,  or  every  otfier  day,  or  forfeit  the  like  Pe- 
nalty. The  Master,  Boatswain,  CJunncr,  or  Carpenter, 
or  two  of  them,  shall  lie  on  board,  while  the  Ship  shall 
have  any  Goods  remaining  in  her,  on  forfeiture  of  5/. 

4th.  Kvciy  Sliip-Mastcr  drying  their  Bread-Rooms  b the  night, 
or  keeping  any  fire  therein  in  the  night,  to  forfeit  5/. — 
[.Another  part  of  this  Dye- Law  related  to  the  receipt  ar>d 
discharge  of  Gunpowder,  and  the  melting  of  Pitch,  &c. 
now'  regulated  by  the  Statute,  5 Geo.  1 1.  cap.  20.] 

5th.  [This  Article  of  the  Bye-Laws  respected  the  unshottlrg 
and  firing  of  Guns,  now  aUo  regulated  by  the  same  Stat. 
5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20.] 

£ilh.  Every  Ship-master  homeward-bound,  who  shall  permit 
persons  navigating  Bumboats,  carrying  Fruit,  Wine,  and 
Strong  Waters,  to  come  on  board  their  Ships  ; or  who 
shall  suffer  the  Dirt  of  their  Ships  to  be  put  into  their  own 
Boats,  at  unseasonable  liours  of  the  day,  or  to  be  thrown 
over-board  in  the  River,  shall  forfeit  2or. 

7th.  Every  Master  who  shall  suffer  Goods  to  be  taken  in  or 
heaved  out  of  his  Ship,  without  having  a Sail  nailed  to  the 
cell  of  the  Port,  or  (if  a small  Vessel^  to  the  Gunnel,  to 
overhang  the  side  of  the  Lighter,  shall  forfeit  20r. 

8th,  Every  Person  refusing  or  hindering  any  Officer  or  Person 
appointed  by  the  Corporation,  on  shewing  his  authority 
under  the  Common  Seal,  from  coming  on  board  of  his 
Slip  in  the  day-time,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  unshot- 
ted, heating  of  Pitch,  Tar,  &c.  or  to  examine  whether 
Bread- Rooms  arc  dried  at  unlawful  hours,  or  Persons  na- 
vigating  Bumboats,  come  on  board,  to  forfeit  5/. — [By 
S', at,  5 Geo  II.  cap.  2o.  $ 5,  the  Person  appointed  must 
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he  an  Elder  Brother  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  obstructing 
him  is  by  that  Act  punished  with  a Penaly  of  5/.] 

9th.  Any  member  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  set  his  name 
to  any  Bill,  Petition,  &c.  to  Parliament  or  inferior  Juris- 
dictions, in  name  of  Seamen  in  general,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Master, Warden,  and  Assistants,  shall  forfeit  5/. 

loth.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme, 
while  on  Ship-board,  shall  forfeit  n,  to  the  Poor’s  Box. 

Every  Mariner  hired  to  serve  on  board  of  any  Ship,  who 
shall  lie  on  shore  during  the  Voyage  without  leave,  shall 
forfeit  2s.  bd.  to  the  Poor’s  Box. 

Every  Mariner  being  in  perfect  health,  who  shall  ab- 
sent himself  from  prayers,  being  performed  according  to 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  who  shall  not 
repair  thither,  after  the  ring  of  the  Bell,  shall  forfeit  bd. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  drunk,  shall  forfeit  ir. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and 
who  shall  not  obey  the  Master’s  lawful  commands,  or  the 
Mate’s  or  Boatswain’s,  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  half  his 
Month’s  Pay.  ' 

Ilth.  Every  Mariner  shipping  himself  with  any  Master  fora 
Voyage,  and  afterwards  deserting,  and  shipping  himself 
with  another  ; — the  Master  with  whom  he  sails  may  de- 
tain 2s.  in  thv  pound  of  his  Wages,  for  the  time  he  serv- 
eth  in  the  Ship, 

1 2th.  Every  Commander  of  a Ship  hiring  any  Mariner  to  sail 
with  him  on  a Voyage,  shall  take  in  writing,  under  the 
Seaman’s  hand,  upon  what  condition  he  is  entertained  and 
to  submit  himself  to  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Trinity-House. 

The  Forfeitures  logo  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 

In 

Digitized  by  Coogle 


34‘2 


TBBATISB  OK 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Charters 
granted  to  this  Body,  together  with  the  subsequent 
Acts  of  Parliament,  authorised  them  to  appoint 
Loadsmen  or  Guides,  to  conduct  Ships  and  Vessels 
out  of  the  River  Thames  and  Medway;  and  to  make 
orders  for  the  maintenanee  and  inercase  of  Naviga- 
tion, and  the  government  of  Mariners  ; and  for  pre-» 
venting  annoyances  on  the  River  Thames.( J) 

Upon  the  whole,  the  functions  of  this  Corporation, 
exercised  by  virtue  of  those  Charters  (and  ancient 
Statutes)  may  be  summed  up  under  the  following 
heads : — 

I.  They  manage  and  superintend  an  extensive  Charity,  and 
exercise  the  patronage  created  by  a Fund,  arising  from  the 
Profits  of  the  sale  of  Ballast,  &c.  and  applied  for  the  relief 
of  poor  Seamen  and  their  Widows,  and  for  the  support  of 
two  Alms-houses,  at  Deptford,  in  Kent,  and  two  at  Mile- 
End,  Old-town,  in  Middlesex,  which  arc  well  endowed,  and 
have  become  comfortable  Asylums  for  superior  classes  of 
decayed  Mariners  and  their  Widows. 

II.  They  were  empowered  to  punish  Seamen  for  desertion,  or 
mutiny,  in  the  Merchants’  service. — [But  this  has  become 
obsolete.] 

III.  They  were  also  authorised  to  hear  and  determine  all  Com- 
plaints of  Officers  and  Seamen  in  the  Merchants’  senice, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. — [But  such 
authority  has  not  been  exercised  for  a considerable  length  of 
time.] 

(</)  See  the  preamble  to  Statute  5 Geo.  II.  c.  20  in  a subaequent 
page  of  this  Chapter, (p.  544)  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Trinity 
House  exercised  a concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  City  of  London, 
relative  to  damages  and  annoyances  on  the  River. 

6 IV.  They 
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IV.  They  arc  authorlsal  to  liccr.se  poor  Mariners,  (although 
not  free  of  the  Watermen’s  Company}  to  ply  for  hire  in  the 
River  Thame*. 

V.  They  arc  authorised,  as  nautical  men,  to  examine  per» 
sons  who  are  candidates  for  the  situation  of  Masters  and 
Mates  in  his  Majesty’s  Ships  of  War,  and  to  certify  their 
fitness. 

VI.  They  examine  the  Youths  in  Christ’s  Hospital,  who 
receive  a mathematical  education  with  a vietv  to  ruutical 
pursuits. 

VII.  They  appointed  and  regulated  Pilots. 

VIII.  They  have  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  Ships  with 
Ballast,  that  pass  between  London- bridge  and  the  Main  Sea. 

These  appear  to  be  the  rights  exercisable  by  the 
Corporation  under  their  Charters  and  Bye-Laws. 
With  respect  to  the  two  latter,  and  ntost  important 
of  them,  it  was  soon  discovered  in  the  progress  of 
society,  that  stronger  powers  were  necessary  than  those 
conferred  by  the  Charters;  not  only  to  prevent  innova- 
tions and  abuses,  but  also  to  remedy  damages  and 
annoyances  upon  the  River.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1732,  this  respectable  Body  found  it  necessary 
to  apply  to  Parliament,  when  their  exclusive  powers 
respecting  the  appointnjcnt  and  control  of  Pilots 
were  confirmed  and  explained  by  the  Act  5 Geu. 
II.  c.  20.(0 

(/)  The  following  are  the  worda  of  the  preamble  of  this  Act,  to 
which  some  allusion  has  been  already  made,  and  u hich  v>  ill  more 
folly  expbin  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed  and  exercised 
by  this  Corpocarioo  : — 

“ Wheteaa 
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By  § 1 of  this  Statute,  it  is  enacted,  that  every 
person,  taking  upon  himself  the  charge  of  any  Ship 

as 

"Whereas  the  Master  Wardens  and  Assistants  of  the  Guild, 
Fraternity,  or  Brotherhood  of  the  most  glorious  and  undivided 
Trinity,  and  of  St.  Clement,  in  the  parish  of  Deptford  Strond,  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  have,  for  above  200  years  last  past,  been  9 
Corporation,  and  by  long  usage,  and  by  virtue  of  divers  I^tters- 
patent, granted  to  them  by  the  Crown,  been  authorised  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  Pilots,  Loadsmen,  or  Guides,  to  conduct  Ships  and 
Vessels  out  of  the  Rivers  of  Thames  and  MeJ’way,  through  the 
North  Channel  to  or  by  Orforir.ess,  and  round  the  J-ong  Sand-Uead, 
into  the  Dsuuas ; and  from  and  bv  Orforduess,  up  the  North  Chan- 
nel, and  the  Rivers  of  Thames  and  Mediuay,  and  also  to  make  such 
Orders  and  Constitutions  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  wholesome 
government,  maintenance  and  increase  of  Navigation,  and  of  all 
sea-faring  .Men,  coming,  or  being  within  the  River  of  Thames ; 
and  in  pursuance  of  such  powers,  and  by  ancient  usage,  have,  from 
time  to  time,  appointed  a competent  number  of  Pilots  for  the  pur- 
poses before-mentioned,  and  made  Orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  better  regulation  and  government  of  the  same  ; and  also  for 
preventing  mischiefs,  damages,  and  annoyances  upon  the  said 
River ; but  divers  persons,  without  examination,  licence,  or  authority, 
by,  or  from  the  said  Corporation,  have  taken  upon  themselves  to 
act  as  Pilots  or  Loadsmen,  and  to  conduct  and  guide  Ships  and  Ves- 
sels to  and  from  the  several  places  aforesaid,  to  the  great  hazard  of 
such  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  their  Cargoes,  and  the  lives  of  the  per- 
sons on  board  the  same ; and  to  the  obstruction  of  Navigation 
within  the  said  limits,  and  the  prejudice  of  lawful  and  licensed 
Pilots,  who  attend  wholly  on  that  service,  and  on  which  their  liveli- 
hood chiefly  depends : And  whereas  great  losses  by  fire  may  happen 
to  Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships  occasioned  by  Powder  being 
taken  in  and  remaining  on  board,  while  Ships  lie  in  the  River  of 
T hames,  and  by  heating  of  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil, 
and  other  combustible  matters  and  things  on  board  Ships  and  other 
Vessels,  lying  in  the  said  River:  And  whereas,  by  keeping  Guns 
shotted  tn  board  Ships,  lying  in  the  said  River,  and  by  firing  Guns 
in  the  night  time,  not  only  the  Ships  lying  in  the  said  River,  but 

also 
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as  Pilot  down  the  River  of  Thames,  or  through’ the 
North  Channel  to  or  by  Orfordnesx,  or  round  the 
Lon^  Sand-Head  into  the  Downs,  or  down  the  South 
Channel  into  the  Downs,  or  from  or  by  Orfordness, 
up  the  North  Channel,  or  the  River  of  Thames,  or 
the  River  Medway,  without  being  licensed  under 
the  seal  of  the  Corjioration,  shall,  on  conviction, 
.before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Kent,  or 
Surry,  within  their  respective  juri.sdictions,  forfeit  20l. 
But  the  Act  does  not  extend  to  an  obligation  on  the 
Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  Coal  or  Coast- 
ing Trade,  to  employ  a Pilot.  Ami  it  has  been  de- 
termined, that  this  penalty  does  not  attach  on  per- 
sons steering  Vessels  from  one  Wharf  to  another, 
down  the  River,  for  the  purpose  merely  of  unlading 
their  Cargoes. 

The  same  Act  (§  8)  subjects  all  licensed  Pilots 
to  the  regulations  and  government  of  the  Corpo- 
ration (except  with  regard  to  keeping  their  turns, 
and  settling  the  rates  of  Pilotage)  and  to  the  payment 
of  a sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound 

also  his  Majesty’s  Docks  and  Yards,  and  the  Tower  and  City  of 
London,  and  tlie  lives  of  diven  persons  may  Ire  greatly  endangered: 
And  whereas  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  the  said  Corpo. 
ration,  are  found  not  sufficient  or  effectual,  to  remedy  and  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  .and  ill-practices  before-mentioned:  There- 
fore, for  promoting  and  securing  a more  safe  Navigation  for 
Ships  and  Vessels,  in  the  River  of  Th.imcs,  and  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual preventing  and  remedying  the  dangers,  mischiefs  and  annoy, 
anccs  upon  the  said  River,  below  Loiulon  bridgc It  is  cnac- 
ted,  &'c, 

on 


^Digitized  by  Google 


J 


346 


TREATISE  ON 


on  their  pay,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  A power 
i$  also  given  by  the  Corporation  (by  § 9)  to  call  in 
the  Warrant  of  any  Pilot,  who  misconducts  himself ; 
after  a duo  examination  of  the  case. 

The  same  Act,  after  establishing  certain  regula- 
tions respecting  Gunpowder,  firing  of  shpttcd  Guns, 
and  melting  Pitch,  Tar,  &c.  on  board  of  Ships  and 
Vessels  between  London  bridge  and  Black  wall, (which 
will  be  noticed  hereafter.)  declares  (^  5)  that  for  the 
better  discovery  of  Offenders,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Master, Wardens,  and  Assistants,  to  appoint  any  Elder 
Brother,  by  an  Instrument  under  their  Gammon  Seal, 
between  sun-rising  and  sun-setting,  to  board  anyTrad- 
ingSliipor  Vcssel,andscarch  for  Powder, Guns  shotted, 
and  the  heating  and  melting  of  Pitch  and  combus- 
tible Mattens,  within  the  limits  stated  in  the  Act ; 
the  Master  or  Commander  to  forfeit  5l.  for  obstruc- 
tion. And  (by  § 7)  in  case  any  oft'ence  is  disco- 
vered to  have  been  committed,  the  same  shall  be 
cognizable  before  two  Justices  within  their  re.'jpective 
jurisdiction,  not  being  members  of  the  Corporation, 
The  penalties  (by  § 6)  being  in  all  cases,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 

In  the  year  following,  namely  1/.33,  a Combina- 
tion among  the  Ballast-men  employed  by  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  rendered  it  necessary  for  that  Body 
to  make  a second  application  to  Parliament,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  energy  and  effect  to  the  powers 
they  possessed  under  their  Charters. 

The 
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The  Statute  6 Greo.  II.  c.  29, — {entitled  an  Act  for 
the  better  Regulation  of  Lastage  and  Ballastage,  on 
the  River  Thames) — Recites,  “ That  the  Trinity 
House  have,  by  grants  from  the  Crown,  the  Last- 
age  and  Ballastage,  and  the  so]^  right  of  supplying 
all  Ships  and  Vessels  with  Ballast,  that  Siiil  betweea 
London  bridge  and  the  Main  Sea,  at  the  rates  and 
prices  accustomed  ; and  that  they  are  entitled,  and 
have  a right  to  dig,  and  take  up  the  Gravel,  Land 
and  Soil  of  the  River  of  Thames,  for  Ballasting  such 
Ships  and  Vessels  as  aforesaid.  That  for  this  pur- 
pose they  have  employed,  for  several  years,  do  Bal- 
last Lighters  and  120  men,  to  dig  and  raise  Ballast 
from  the  Shelves  and  Sand  Banks  of  the  River,  for 
Ships  and  Vessels  having  occasion  for  the  same. 
That  by  this  operation  the  Channel  of  the  River  had 
been  considerably  deepened,  and  several  obstructions 
to  the  Navigation  removed  : 

. “ That  4d  per  Ton  had  been  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, to  two  Ballast-men,  for  raising  the  same,  and 
2d.  per  Ton  for  the  use  of  the  Lighters, — in  all  6d. 
That  the  Corporation  have  received  Qd.  per  Ton  for 
Ballasting  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  and 
12d.  per  Ton  for  Ballast  furnished  to  British,  and 
idd.  per  Ton  to  foreign  Ships  and  Vessels.  That 
the  Net  Profits  arising  from  these  Rates  and  Duties, 
are  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of 
many  hundreds  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Widows 
and  Orphans.  That  great  Frauds  had  been  committed 
by  Ballast-men  in  not  delivering  the  due  Tonnage. 

That 
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That  the  Ball.ist-men  and  Owners  of  Lighters,  had 
represented  that  the  price  of  Provisions  and  Labour 
had  greatly  advanced,  and  that  by  reason  of  the 
River  being  much  deeper,  the  Ballast  was  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  raised  than  formerly,  and  further  to  be 
fetched,  and  the  Lighters  were  obliged  to  be  stronger 
built,  and  to  be  fitted  with  Masts,  Sails  and  other  Rig- 
ging; and  that  unless  the  Wages  and  Hire  of  Ballast- 
men  and  Lighters  were  raised,  the  Lighters  could  not 
be  made  seviceable  for  the  purpose  intended,  nor  iho 
liallast-men  maintain  themselves  and  families : 

“ That  the  Ballast-men  had  entered  into  a G>mbi- 
nation,  refusing  to  work,  and  had  demanded  and 
received,  from  several  Ship-Masters,  an  advance  of 
3d.  per  Ton.” 

As  a remedy  against  these  Frauds  and  Abuses,  it 
is  enacted,  that  the  following  Prices  shall,  in  future, 
be  pid  to  the  Trinity-House  Corporation,  for  all 
Ballast  demanded  and  entered  at  their  Ballasi- 
Olfice. 

For  every  Ton  of  aoewt.  carried  to  Vessels  in  the  Coal 

Trade  - - - - - i^d. 

- - - to  any  British  \^esscl  I5d. 

- - - - to  any  Foreign  Ditto  19*}. 

And  that  the  Corporation  shall  pay  for  raising 
and  carrying  the  same,  the  following  Rates  : 

To  two  Ballast-men  (per  Ton)  for  tlicir  Labour  . . 6d. 

For  the  use  of  the  L’gbtcr,  for  every  Ton  ....  3d. 


Total  per  Ton  . . 9d. 

But 
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But  these  Rates  arc  in  no  respect  to  alter  the 
price  of  Washed  Ballast,  delivered  to  any  Ship. 

Upon  oath,  before  the  Supervisor  of  the  Ballast- 
Office,  being  an  Elder  Brother,  Ballast-inen  shall 
forfeit  2s.  fid.  per  Ton,  for  short  deliveries  of  Bal- 
last, whieh  shall  afterwards  be  made  good  by  the 
Corporation' to  the  party  injured,  under  the  penalty 
of  50l.  to  be  recovered  in  the  Superior  Courts, 

3,4.) 

A penalty  of  5l.  is  inflicted  (by  ^ 6)  on  Ballast- 
men  refusing  to  work  at  the  wages  appointed,  or  not 
conforming  to  the  directions  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Ballast-Office — For  breach  of  contract,  or  joining 
in  combinations  to  raise  wages. 

A Regulation  is  also  established  for  more  correctly 
ascertaining  the  burthen  of  the  Ballast  Lighters,  by 
marks  on  the  stem  and  stern,  that  the  Tonnage  may 
be  computed  by  a gradual  progression  of  two  Tons 
and  a half ; and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Frauds 
in  this  respect,  the  body  of  Ship-masters  taking 
Ballast,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the  marks  of 
the  Lighters,  and  on  discovering  or  suspecting  any 
fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
weighed  within  ten  working  days  after  a request  is 
made  to  the  Corporation,  and  if  a Fimul  is  detected, 
the  offending  party  shall  forfeit  5l. — if  not,  the  per- 
son applying  shall  pay  the  expence  of  re-weighing 
the  Lighter.  f§  7,  8.) 

When  Ballast  Lighters  are  conveyed  to  Ships,' 
the  Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate,  and  any  other 

person 
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person  to  inspect  the  Lighter’s  depth  in  the  water, 
for  which  purpose,  the  Ballast-men  are  required  to 
trim  such  Lighter  so  as  to  make  the  same  swim  at 
equal  marks  at  stem  and  stern,  and  pump  all  the 
water  out.  In  case  of  obstructing  such  examina- 
tion, or  delivering  Ballast  until  every  thing  is  done, 
as  directed  in  the  Act,  to  obtain  satisfaction  that  no 
Fraud  is  committed,  the  Ballast-men  shall  forfeit  5l. 
(§  lo; 

Where  Lighters  are  employed  in  raising  Ballast, 
without  being  previously  weighed,  marked,  number- 
ed, and  allowed  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  ; or 
where  the  gauge  marks  denoting  the  Tonnage,  or  the 
number  of  any  Lighter  in  the  service  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, shall  be  counterfeited,  removed,  or  defaced, 
the  offender,  on  conviction,  shall  forfeit  lOl.  (§  11.) 

Balhist-men  demanding  and  receiving  money  from 
Masters  or  Officers  in  Ships,  for,  or  on  account  of 
any  Ballast,  or  the  delivery  of  the  same  to  such  Ship, 
shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  2l.  (§  12.) 

Except  in  respect  to  the  lowering  of  Wages,  all 
Ballast-men  shall  be  subject  to  the  Regulations  of  the 
Corporation.  (§  13.) 

By  ^ 20  of  this  Act,  Bricks,  Tiles,  Lime,  or  any 
other  mcrchandisable  commodity,  may  be  carried  as 
Ballast  without  paying  any  thing  to  the  Corporation 
for  the  same. 

The  penalties  and  forfeitures  under  this  Act,  are 
to  be  applied  (except  where  specifically  directed 
otherwise)  in  satisfying  and  defraying  the  losses  and 
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damages  sustained  by  the  Corporation  in  conse- 
quence of  Frauds  committed,  and  in  making  good 
deficient  Tonnage  ; and  the  residue  to  the  poor  of 
the  Corporation.  21.) 

This  Act,  which  was  limited  to  five  years,  was 
afterwards  continued  by  Statute  lO  Geo.  II.  c.  21. 
for  eleven  years  more,  and  by  subsequent  Acts  till 
June  24,  1805.  It  is  also  amended  and  extended 
to  other  objects,  by  the  Statute  32  Geo.  II.  c.  l6. 

This  Act  is  entitled- — An  Act  to  continue,  amend, 
explain,  and  render  more  effectual,  an  Act  made  in  the 
6th  of  His  Majesty,  for  better  regidating  Lastage  and 
Balias tctge,  in  the  River  Thames  ; and  to  prevent  put- 
ting  of  'Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt  ami  Soil,  in  the  said 
River,  and  in  the  Streets,  Passages  and  Kernels,  in 
L'/nJon,  ami  the  Suburbs  thereof-,  and  in  Westminster, 
and  such  part  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancaster  as  is  in  Mid- 
dlesex, and  for  allovoing  a certain  quantity  of  Dung, 
Compost  Earth,  and  Soil,  to  be  yearly  shipped  as  Ballast 
from  the  Laystalls,  in  London,  on  board  any  Collier  OY 
Coasting  ‘V issel. 

After  reciting  that  the  preceding  Acts  had 
greatly  tended  to  the  preventing  Frauds  and 
-Abuses  then  before  committed  by  Ballast-men,  and 
also  to  the  preservation  of  the  Navigation  of  the 
River,  the  encouragement  of  Trade,  and  the  main- 
tenance and  relief  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Wives, 
Widows  and  Orphans,  from  and  after  the  24  th  June, 
1759,  authorises  3000  Tons  of  Dung,  Compost 
Earth,  or  Soil,  to  be  shipped  as  Ballast,  from  any 
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part  of  the  River  Thames  ; besides  2000  Tons  of 
Dung  from  the  Laystalls,  (over  and  above  the  3000 
Tons  authorised  by  6 Geo.  II.  c.  29) — 3000  Tons 
of  Chalk  and  Rubbish  for  Ballast,  in  Coasters — and 
2000  Tons  of  Sope  Ashes ; provided  that  entry  is 
made  of  all  commodities  shipped  as  Ballast,  and  id. 
per  Ton  paid  to  the  Trinity-house  for  licence  and 
authority. (y ) 

This  Act,  (besides  enforcing  whatever  relates 
to  weighing,  marking,  and  numbering  the  Ballast 
Vesscl.s)  establishes  an  important  Police  Regulation, 
with  respect  to  Vessels  coming  up  the  River  Thames 
in  Ballast  ; by  prohibiting,  under  a penalty  of  5l.  its 
being  discharged  or  thrown  into  the  River,  and  di- 
recting that  it  shall  be  laid  or  put,  at  the  expence  of 
the  Owner  or  Master  of  every  Vessel  bringing  Bal- 
last, on  some  common  JVharf  or  Quay  near  the  River, 
or  some  ground  or  place  above  high-voaler  mark,  or 
unloaded  into  Lighters  of  the  Trinity-House,  who 
arc  to  furnish  them  on  demand  made  within  three 
days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect,  or  refusal,  unless  oc- 
casioned by  frosty  or  tempestuous  weather ; for 

(/)  By  Stat.  36  Qeo.  III.  cap.  1 10.  reciting,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  Lime,  Limestones,  and  other  Articles  necessary  for  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  Land,  should  be  removed  Coesttuisc  with 
as  little  expcncc  as  possible  :• — It  is  enacted,  that  no  Sufferance, War- 
rant, Transire,  or  other  Document,  shall  be  required  by  any  Officer 
cf  the  CusUms,  on  the  shipping,  carry  ing  or  landing  Coastwise 
within  Great  Britain,  of  any  Litae,  Limestone,  Chalk,  Sand,  Marie, 
or  Dung,  nor  shall  any  Fee  be  charged  or  taken  by  any  such 
Officer,  on  the  shipping,  removing  or  landing  Coastwise,  any  of  the 
said  Articles,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 
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which  service  the  Corporation  are  entitled  to  de,- 
mand  6d.  per  Ton,  for  every  Ton,  of  Ballast 
received  into 'their  Lighters,  in  24  hours  after  the 
same  shall  be  carried  away  ; which  money  shall  be 
applied  to  the  use  of-  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation, 
(§8,9,10.)  !, 

Any  person  throwing  any  Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
or  Soil  from  any  Wharf,  Quay  or  Bank  adjoining, 
or  near  the  River  Thames,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  4os.  (§  11.) 

By  § 13  of  this  Act(^)  it  is  recited  “ tliat  great 
quantities  ofi  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth,  and  Soil,  are  frequently  thrown  into  the 
Streets,  Lancs,  and  Common  Passages,  of  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  Liberties  and 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  that  Scavengers  or  Rakers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  such  Streets,  do  fre- 
quently put  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth  and  Soil,  into  the  Kennels,  from  whence 
it  is  carried  or  forced  down  into  the  River 
T hames,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  Navigation 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  the  Docks 
and  Wharfs,  contiguous  to  the  said  River  for 
remedy  whereof  it  is  enacted,  that  no  Person  shall 
lay,  throw,  or  put  anv  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes, 
Dirt,  Filth,  or  Soil,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Common- 
way, or  Passage,  in  London  or  Westminster  ; otlier 

(^)  This  clause  applies  to  every  House-keeper  in  London,  and 
ought  to  be  more  generally  known  and  understood  than  it  appears 

to  be. 
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than  such  as  are  allowed  by  Law,  to  be  laid  and 
heaped  up  to  drain,  ready  for  the  Scavengers  to  carry 
away : Nor  sweep,  throw,  carry,  or  otherwise  put 
any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt,  Filth,  or 
Soil,  into  any  Kennel,  other  than  such  as  shall  be 
swept  away,  by  the  respective  Inhabitants  before  their 
Habitations  ; and  if  any  one  shall  offend  in  the  Pre- 
mises, he,  she,  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Ten  Shil- 
hngs  on  the  conviction  of  any  one  Justice. — But  not 
to  extend  to  sweeping  immediately  after  Snow,Thaw, 
or  Rain,  any  Ice,  Snow,  Dirt,  or  Soil,  which  by  means 
of  such  Snow,  Thaw,  or  Rain,  shall  be  before  any 
House  or  Tenement,  except  Rubbish. 

By  § 1 5 and  1 6,  Lessees  and  Occupiers  of  Lay- 
stalls,  are  authorised  to  inspect  the  Streets,  and  give 
ihfonnation  of  Offenders  ; and  on  performing  thehr 
duty  therein,  arc  allowed  to  ship  as  Ballast,  the 
•2000  Tons  of  Dung,  &c.  under  this  Act. 

Any  Justice  of  Peace,  within  the  limits  of  his  Ju- 
risdiction may,  on  his  own  view,  convict  any  Person 
throwing  Ballast  into  the  River,  out  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel,  or  throwing  into  the  said  River,  any  Rubbish, 
Sand,  Ashes,  Soil,  &c.  from  any  Wharf,  Quay,  or 
Bank,  adjoining  the  River,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter ; or  into  any  Street,  Lane,  or  Passage,  as 
aforesaid,  and  such  Justice  (not  being  a Member  of 
the  Trinity  Gjrporation)  is  by  the  Act  authorised  and 
required  to  convict  every  such  Offender  on  view  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  on  complaint  to  issue  Warrants 
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for  apprehending  Offenders ; which  Warrants  may 
be  executed  as  well  on  the  River  as  on  Shore. 

The  Provisions  of  the  Statute,  '2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. 
(generally  called  the  Bumboat  Act)  as  &r  as  th^ 
relate  to  the  criminal  Police  of  the  River,  have  been 
already  shortly  detailed  (see  Chap.  II.  p.  42  ; 44--^6.) 

By  this  Act  the  Trinity  Corporation  are  authorised  ' 
to  license  Buinboats  used  and  navigated  upon  the 
River 'Thames,  between  London  Bridge,  and  the 
Lower  Hope  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  Greens, 
Liquors,  Slops,  Fruit,  and  other  Articles  among  the 
Shipping,  and  it  is  enacted,  that  none  should  be  per- 
mitted, except  such  as  entered  at  the  Office  of  the 
Trinity  House,  and  which  shall  be.  navigated  only 
between  Sun-rise  and  Sun-set ; the  said. Boats  having 
<narkcd  upon  them,  in  legible  characters,  the  Names 
and  Places  of.  Abode  of  the  Owners,  and  such  num- 
bers as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Corporation ; who 
shall  cause  all  such  Entries  to  be  registered  in  a 
book  to  be  provnded  for  the  purpose,  and  for  which 
a fee  of  5s.  shall  be  paid  and  no  more.  (§  1—4.) 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion, or  such  Persons  as  they  shall  depute  and  ap- 
point under  the  Seal  of  their  Corporation,  to  stop, 
search,  and  detain,  in  some  Place  of  Safety,  any 
Boat,  which  there  shall  be  reason  to  suspect  has 
any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  or  Apparel,  Furniture, 
Stores,  or  Materials  of  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or 
Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  Thames,  and  to 
carry  the  Pmon,  suspected  to  be  concerned,  hefors 

A A 2 a Justice, 
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a Justice,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  Law  directs-^^  5. 
One  moiety  of  all  Penalties  to  be  paid  to  the  Per- 
• 80n  apprehending  the  Offenders,  or  giving  informa- 
,tion,  and  the  other  to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration— ^ 8. 

The  Powers  of  this  Corporation,  with  respect  to 
' -the  General  Police  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Port  of 
London,  are  further  enlarged  by  the  fVet-Dock  Act, 
39  Geo.  III.  cap.  ixix.  already  so  often  alluded  to. 

By  § 79  of  this  Act,  the  Trinity  Corporation  are 
.to  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour-Masters,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Ix)rd  Mayor  as  Conservatm*  of  the 
Kiver,  and  any  three  of  the  E^der  Brethren  may  pro- 
cure them  to  be  removed  on  sufficient  cause,  for  neg- 
lect of  duty,' or  misconduct. 

By  % 1 1‘2,  the  Bye-Laws,  which  ,are  to  be  made  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  for 
regulating  the  Port  and  Canal,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Harbour-Masters,  arc  to  be  sent  to  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  before  the  same  can  be  allowed  by  the 
Judges,  to  whom  they  have  a right  to  state  their 
objections  if  not  previously  obviated  by  the  City  of 
London. 

By  f 37,  the  Mooring-Chaijis  in  the  River  Thames, 
which  arc  now  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  Coq>oraiion  of  London,  are  to 
be  placed,  repaired,  .ind  maintained,  under  the  in- 
spection and  approbation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

By  § 60,  the  l^oek- Masters  authorised  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Directors  of  the  London  Dock  Coin- 
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pany,  are  not  legally  eligible  until  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  a Certificate 
obtained  of  their  being  properly  qualified  to  execute 
the  Office. 


Light-Houses. 

The  functions  of  this  Corporation  also  extend  to 
Light-houses ; and  they  arc  entitled  by  various 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  demand  and 
receive  by  their  Collectors,  from  every  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel which  has  passed,  or  is  about  to  pass  by  the  se- 
veral Lights  undermentioned,  the  following  Tolls 
and  Duties  ; 


Light-Houses. 

From  British  Ships 
bound  to  Foreign  Forts, 
per  Ton. 

From 

Stranger  Ships, 
per  Ton. 

F rom  1 
Coasters.  1 
per  Vessel.  1 

Out 

In 

Out 

In 

Out 

- '"1 

d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

s,  d. 

X.  d. 

Edystone  . 

1 

I 

2 

2 

* 

2 

Portland  . . 

I. 

I 

i 

1 

I 

1 

I 

Caskets  . . 

1. 

X 

I 

1 

0 6 

0 6 

Lissard  . . 

1 

k 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Scilly  . . 

k 

L 

% 

I 

1 

I 

1 

Milford  . . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

I 

Needles 

X 

X. 

* 

1 

I 

1 

I 

Owers  . . 

i 

- X _ 

1 

i 

1 

X 

_L 

1 

N.  B.  All  Ships  are  rated  by  Law,  according  to  their  full  Ton- 
nage, and  are  subject  to  the  above  Duties  every  time  the}-  pss  the 
said  Lights,  whether  laden  or  empty.  But  it  h-is  been  deter- 
mined, by  the  Court  of  King’s  bench,  that  under  the  Statutes  4 An. 
c.  20.  and  8 An.  c.  17,  British  Ships,  sailing  from  Foreign  Port 
to  Foreign  Port,  and  not  touching  at  any  place  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  are  pot  liable  to  pay  the  Duties  for  passing  the  Edystoiie 
Light. 

Further 
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fktrther  Ughl-House  Dues  payable  to  the  Trimiy 
House, 


To  the  Floating  Light,  at 
Dudgeon’s  Shoal,  near  the 
Well,  for  every  Vessel  cros- 
sing or  passing  this  Light  . 


British  Ships  \d.  per  Ton. 
Foreign  Ships  id.  da. 


To  the  Floating  Light  Vessel 
in  Haisbro’  Gutt,  and  two 
Light  Houses  on  the  Shore 
at  Haisbro' 


Coal  Vessels  id.  per  Ntvotastle 
Chaldron. 

Coasters  {d.  per  Ton. 

(^cr-Sea  Traders  id.  do. 


To  the  Light  at  Foulness 


C For  every  Ship, 
\ reign,  \d.  pi 


British  or  Fo> 
per  Ton. 


To  the  Lights  at  Lowestoft  . J 


For  every  Vessel,  British  or 
Foreign,  u.  for  every  loo 
Tons,  and  so  proportionably 
according  to  her  full  Burden, 
and  4/f.  besides  for  each 
V'cssel. 


To  the  Buoys  of  the  Cockle  (For  every  Ship  or  Vessel 
and  St.  Nicholas’  Gutt  . . j per  Ton. 


These  Tolls  are  levied  according  to  the  ftill  Burden  of  each 
Vessel.  They  are  only  payable  once  for  the  whole  Voyage  out 
and  in : but  a single  passage  subjects  the  Master  to  the  full 
Duty.  The  Tonnage  of  Coal  Ships  is  to  be  computed  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  Newcastle  Chaldrons,  expressed  in  the 
^xx:ket,  each  of  which  is  to  be  accounted  Two  Tons. 


The 
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The  ancient  Powers  and  Privileges  of  this  respecU 
able  Corporation  have  already  been  detailed  under 
eight  Heads  in  the  former  pages  of  this  Chapter. 
These  have  been  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  the 
Statutes,  of  which  Abstracts  have  been  given  ; and 
the  following  summary  View  will  shew  the  additional 
Powers  which  have  been  conferred  by  modem  Acts 
of  the  Legislature. 

IX.  Functions  by  Act  of  Parliament,  tob<»rd  and  inspect  Ves- 
sels in  the  Thames,  between  London  Bridge  and  BUck- 
wall,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  shotted,  &c.  and  to  detect 
and  prevent  the  danger  which  arises  from  heating  and  melt- 
ing Pitch,  and  other  Combustible  Matter. 

X.  To  license  Bumboats  for  the  sale  of  Liquors,  Greens,  &c. 
among  the  Shipping,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point. 

XL  To  depute  persons  under  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation,  to 
act  as  River  Oflicers  in  seizing  and  bringing  to  Justice, 
persons  committing  Offences  against  the  Bumboat  Act. 

XII.  To  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour* masters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  and  to 
dismiss  them  in  case  of  misconduct. 

XIII.  To  examine  and  approve  of  Dock-Masters  appointed  by 
the  Directors  of  the  West-India  Dock  Company,  befons 
they  can  be  admitted  to  execute  their  Functions. 

XI V.  To  examine  the  Bye-Laws  made  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
City  of  London,  and  to  sute  their  objections,  if  any.  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  ; and  if  not  obviated, 
to  submit  such  objections  to  the  Judges,  before  they  con- 
firm, and  allow  such  fiyc-Lawf. 
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XV.  To  inspect  and  direct  the  raising  and  replacing,  repair- 
ing, and  maintaining  the  Mooring-Chains,  to  be  fixed  in 
the  River  Thames,  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation 
of  London,  for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping. 

XVI.  To  manage  and  conduct  all  matters  and  things  relative 
to  the  Maintenance  of  certain  Light-houses  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  to  collect,  receive,  and  appropriate  the 
Rates,  as  directed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

From  the  foregoing  Review  it  appears,  that  the 
Functions  of  this  great  and  rcspectablp  Corporation, 
as  regards  what  may  be  denominated  the  Naulical 
Police  of  the  River  Thames,  are  extremely  extensive, 
and  embrace  almost  every  object  which  is  connected 
with  the  Shipping  Concerns,  either  directly  or 
collaterally. 

The  Task  is  arduous,  and  the  Duties  are  multifari- 
ous, imposing  on  those  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  them  a considerable  Responsibility,  and  requiring  a 
firm  uprightness  of  Character.  The  Public  are  sa- 
tisfied, that  this  Task  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Persons 
zealously  disposed  to  repress  the  Disorders  and 
Pillage  which  prevail  upon  the  River,  and  to  contri- 
bute to  whatever  shall  have  a tendency  to  diminish 
the  Evils,  which,  as  Nautical  Men,  possessing  great 
local  information,  they  have  long  known  and  felt  as  a 
serious  grievance,  requiring  the  aid  of  a vigorous  and 
energetic  Criminal  Police. (A) 

In 

(h)  The  Author  fed*  it  hi*  doty,  to  acknowledge  the  obligation* 
which  are  due  to  the  Triaitj  Corf  oration,  for  the  very  handsome 

and 
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In  the  performance  of  their  duty,  not  only  much 
Nautical  Science  is  necessary,  but  no  sma’l  degree  of 
personal  labour  ; and  both  are  unquestionably  ma- 
nifested in  the  progress  of  the  Business  which  occu- 
pies the  attention  of  this  Board.  The  Establishment 
forms  an  honourable  retreat  to  able  and  respectable 
Mariners  who,  in  fulfilling  this  important  trust  with 
zeal  and  talent,  do  real  credit  to  themselves,  and  an 
essential  service  to  their  Country. 


and  cfTcctual  manner  in  which  they  have  co-operated  with  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police,  and  the  candour  with  which 
{judging  from  what  passed  under  their  own  viewj  they  have  expres- 
sed their  sentiments  of  the  Putdic  Benefits  derived  from  that 
Institution. 

» ' 
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* CHAP.  XIII. 

Cy  /Af  Estahhshfmnt  of  the  West-Ixdia  Dock  Cou- 
PANT,  anti  the  Pvtiers  to  he  exercised  by  them  in 
respect  to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames^  and  the 
Port  of  London. — A detail  of  the  Proryuhns^  of 
the  Wct-Dock  Act  on  this  subject. — The  Rates 
payable  to  the  Compam  by  Jf’est- India  Ships. — . 
Observations  on  the  probable  advantageous  effect  of 
this  New  System. 


All  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Wes'^-India 
Dock  Company  on  the  River  Thames,  are  created 
by  the  express  Letter  of  the  Wet-Dock  Acty  3Q  G«. 
III.  Cap.  Ixix.  An  Abstract  and  Recapitulation 
of  such  parts  of  this  Act,  as  relate  to  the  Company, 
and  some  observations  on  the  probable  effects  which 
will  result  from  this  New^ System,  will  therefore  fonn 
the  substance  of  this  Chapter. 

The  Preamble  to  § 38  of  this  Act  recites,  “ That 
the  Ships  in  the  West-India  Trade  frequently 
“ arrive  at  the  Port  of  London  in  large  Fleets,  and 
“ occasion  great  crowding,  confusion,  and  dama^ 
“ therein. — Tliat  great  obstrucliotis  and  delays  arise 
“ from  their  Cargoes  being  carried  in  Lighters  to 
the  Legal  Quays,  and  that  in  the  passage  thither, 
such  Cargoes  arc  subjected  to  Pilfering  and  Fraud, 

**  whereby 
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“ whereby  the  Owners  sustain  great  loss,  and  the 
“ Revenue  is  much  injured ; and,  that  if  Wet- 
Docks  were  made  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs  with  Legal 
“ Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses  attached  thereto, 
“ for  the  reception  and  discharge  of  Vessels  in  the 

West- India  Trade,  much  additional  Room  would 

« 

**  be  given  to  the  rest  of  the  Shipping  using  the 
“ Port;  and  the  West-India 'Produce  might  be 
“ effectually  secured  from  loss  by  theft  and  other 
causes,  and  the  Public  Revenue  greatly  benefited. 
“ — That  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  such  Docks, 
“ Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses,  &c.  should 
“ be  forthwith  made, — ^That  several  persons  have 
agreed  to  form  a Company  for  this  purpose,  and 
have,entered  into  a subscription,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  500,000 1,  as  a Capital,  for  carrying  the 
Works  into  execution  i” 

It  is  therefore  enacted,  that  certain  original  Sub- 
scribers, (named  in  the  Act,)  with  such  others  as 
shall  agree,  and  be  permitted  to  become  original 
Members  of  the  Company,  and  their  several  Suc- 
cessors, Executors,  Administrators,  and  Assigns, 
&c.  shall  be,  and  they  are  by  the  Act,  declared  to 
be,  united  into  a Company  or  Association  of  Propri- 
etors of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  Quays,  Wharfs, 
Warehouses  and  other  Works;  and  which  Com- 
pany, shall  use  the  Finn  and  Stile  of  the 

West-lndia  Dock  Con^any ; 

and  shall  have  the  Powers  and  Authorities  herein 
after  slated. 

The 
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The  sum  so  sulsscribcd,  or  such  part  as  shall 
be  necessary,  shall  be  considered  as  a Capital, 
or  joint  Stock,  vested  in  the  ll'est-hidia  Dock  Com- 
pitiy,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Members  of 
the  Company  in  proportion  to  their  Subscriptions. — 
The  Stock  shall  be  deemed  Personal  Estate ; and 
pass  by  Transfer  in  the  Books  of  the  Company. 
No  Stock-holder  is  liable  for  the  Debts  of  the  Com- 
pany beyond  the  amount  of  the  Stoek  subscribed — 
§ 3(>,  40,  41. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Works,  each  Stock- 
holder is  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  5 per  Cent, 
per  j4mmm  on  the  amount  of  the  money  advanced. 
And  after  the  Works  arc  finished,  such  Interest  or 
Dividends  shall  be  paid,  (not  exceeding  10  Cent.) 
as  shall  be  determined  at  the  General  Meetings  of 
the  Company — § 42. 

A General  Meeting  specially  called  for  the  pur- 
pose, may  increase  the  Capital  io  Six  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Founds — § 43. 

Any  five  or  more  of  the  Directors,  are  empow- 
ered to  Audit  and  Settle  all  accounts  of  Money 
disbursed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ; and  to  make 
Calls  for  Money  from  the  Subscribers  for  carr}'ing  on 
the  W^orks,  not  exceeding  10  per  Cent,  on  the  Sum 
subscribed  ; and  no  Call  to  be  made  but  at  thf 
distance  of  two  months  from  the  preceding  one. 
Subscribers  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  Calls, 
to  forfeit  5 per  Cent,  and  may  be  sued  by  the  Com-, 
pany  : and  if  the  amount  of  such  Call  j$  not  paid 

within 
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within  three  months,  the  Directors  in  their  option, 
may  either  sue,  or  declare  the  share  of  such  J3e- 
faulter  to  be 'forfeited  in  favour  of  the  other  Propri- 
etors— §44. — No  advantage  to  be  taken' of  any 
Forfeiture,  until  notice  given  in  Avriting,  nor  until 
the  same  be  declared  forfeited  at  a General  Meeting 
of  the  Company,  held  within  six  months  thereafter. 
And  in  all  such  cases,  persons  thus  ceasing  to  have 
an  interest  in  the  undertaking  are  indemnified 
against  Actions  subsequent  thereto— § 45. 

Where  the  Representatives  of  deceased  Sub- 
scribers, decline,  or  neglect,  to  ’ answer  the  Calls 
that  are  made,  the  Company  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
admit  other  persons  as  Proprietors  in  their  stead,  on 
repayment  of  Money  advanced  by  such  Proprietor 

— §46.  < 

General  Meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of 
London,  on  not  less  than  seven  days’  notice  to  Sub- 
scribers, both  days  being  inclusive — § 47. 

Within  one  month  after  passing  the  Act,  the 
Company  are  directed  to  choose  by  Ballot  : — ^ 


I St.  . 


ad.  . 


3d.  . 


Persons,  Members  of  the  Company,  holding 
2,000  /.  Stock. 

Persons,  being  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
London. 

Persons,  being  Common  Council-men  of 
London. 


and  these  21  shall  be  called  the  Directors,  for  mana- 
ging the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Company, 

These 
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These  Directors  are  authorised  to  elect  frool 
among  themselves  two  persons,  to  be  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  of  the  General  Meetings  of  the  Company. 
The  Directors  not  being  less  than  five,  shall  appoint 
the  times  and  places  of  meeting. — The  Directors  to 
remain  in  Office  until  others  are  chosen  in  tlieir 
stead,  unless  they  shall  die,  be  removed,  or  dis- 
qualified by  not  holding  sufficient  Stock,  or  by 
ceasing  to  be  an  Alderman  or  Common  Council- 
man. The  New  Directews  chosen  to  replace  these, 
shall  remain  in  Office  no  longer  than  those  in 
whose  stead  they  were  aj>pointed,  could  have  re- 
mained— § 48. 

Five  at  least  of  the  twenty-one  Directors,  shall 
go  out  of  Office  by  rotation  every  year,  and  five 
others  shall  be  appointed  to  succeed  them  ; namely, 
three  Members  of  the  Company,  who  shall  possess 
2000/.  Stock,  and  one  Alderman  and  one  Common 
Councilman,  being  of  the  same  class  with  those  who 
go  out. 

None  of  the  Directors  shall  continue  longer  in 
Office  than  four  succeeding  years  ; and,  to  comply 
with  this  Rule,  four,  at  least,  of  the  Directors,  who 
have  been  appointed  out  of  the  Members  of  the 
Company,  shall  go  out  of  Office  in  rotation,  every 
fot^rth  year,  and  four  other  qualified  persons  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot  to  succeed  them  ; but,  as  the  rota- 
tions cannot  take  place  during  the  first  three  years, 
during  this  period,  the  IKrectors,  who  are  to  go  out 

of 
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of  OHice  shall,  each  year,  be  ascertained  by  draw- 
ing lots.  Persons  who  have  served  the  Office  of 
Director,  may  be  rc-chosen  after  one  year,  if  other- 
wise qualified.  $ 4Q. 

Two  general  Meetings  of  the  Company  shall  be 
held  yearly,  viz.  in  the  first  weeks  of  January  and 
July,  of  which,  due  notice  is  to  be  given,  (§  50)— 
But  any  nine  Proprietors,  holding  500/.  Stock,  and 
upwards,  may,  by  notice  to  the  Clerk  or  Treasurer, 
request  extraordinary  Meetings,  ^51. 

The  qualifications  of  Voters,  at  General  Meetings, 
are  as  follows: 

Votes. 

Holders  of  500I.  Stock,  and  less  than  2O00I.  entitled  to  t 

. . 20001 5000I.  ...  1 

. . 5C00I.  .....  io,cool.  . . • > '3 
. . io,ooo(.  and  upwtods  . 4 

Bodies  politic  or  corporate  may  vote  by  their 
Attomies,  duly  authorised  : but  no  individual  voter 
shall  hold  more  thau  one  power  of  Attorney. 

No  Proprietor,  holding  less  than  500/.  shall  vote 
at  any  meeting.  A majority  of  votes  shall  decide  all 
questions  ; and  the  Chairman  shall  have  a casting 
vote,  although  he  shall  have  previously  voted  as  a 
Proprietor.  And  every  question,  if  required  by  five 
or  more  persons  having  votes,  may  be  determined  by 
an  immediate  ballot,  where  the  Chairman  shall,  in 
like  manner,  have  a casting  vote.  § 52. 

In  case  the  Corporation  of  London  shall  be  pro- 

•2  prietors 
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prictors  of  lOOO/.  or  more,  of  the  Stock,  the  Oaurt 
of  Common  Council  may,  from  time  to  time,  elect 
and  appoint  one  person  for  every  lOOO/.  Stock,  to 
vote  at  the  General  Meeting  ; every  such  Represen- 
tative to  have  only  one  vote.  § 53. 

After  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act, — {i.  e.  after  12th  July  1800)  no 
person  shall  vote  who  has  not  possessed  Stock  for 
twelve  Calendar  Months  in  his  own  right,  and  not 
in  trust  for  another,  unless  such  Stock  shall  have 
come  by  bequest,  marriage,  or  intestacy,  or  by  the 
Custom  of  London,  or  by  settlement ; such  posses- 
sion to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  of  the  Voters,  be- 
fore the  Chairman,  or  five  Directors.  § 54, 

At  the  Meetings  of  the  Directors,  five  Members 
shall  be  a quorum,  capable  of  acting.  Questions 
shall  be  decided  by  a majority  present,  and  if  the 
numbers  arc  equal,  the  Chairman  shall  give  the 
casting  vote.  (§  55.) 

The  Directors  are  empowered  by  themselves. 
Agents,  Workmen,  &c.  to  make  and  complete, 
within  five  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  ac- 
cording to  such  plans,  and  in  such  manner  and  form 
as  they  shall  approve  of,  one  or  more  navigable 
Docks,  Basons,  and  Cuts,  with  Quays  or  Wharfs,  and 
Warehouses  adjoining,  to  be  situated  in  the  Isle  of 
Dogs,  to  the  northward  of  the  intended  Canal,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  River  Thames,  at  or  near 
Limehouse-hole,  on  one  side,  and  at  or  near  Black- 
wall,  on  the  other.  § 56.  ~ 
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’7'he  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  as 
many  Quays,  Ifharfs  and  Warehouses,  as  they  shall 
think  necessary  and  proper,  along  the  Banks  of,  or 
adjoining  or  near,  the  intended  Docks  and  Basons. 

^ 57. 

Such  of  the  said  Docks,  as  shall  be  used  for  unla- 
ding Ships,  together  with  the  Quays,  Warehouses  and 
other  Buildings,  shall  be  inclosed  and  surrounded  by 
a strong  brickor  stone  Wall,  not  lessthanSO  feet  high, 
on  all  sides,  leaving  only  proper  spaces  for  the  Cuts 
and  Entrances  into  the  Dock,  and  proper  Gateways 
through  the  Wall  ; and  immediately  without  the 
Wall,  and  on  every  part  of  the  out-side  thereof,  except 
where  it  shall  adjoin  any  Dock,  or  Bason,  which  may 
be  made  without  the  same,  there  shall  be  a Ditch,  of 
the  width  of  12  feet,  at  least,  to  be  always  kept  filled 
with  water,  6 feet  deep  ; and  no  House  or  Building 
shall  be  erected  within  100  yards  of  the  out-side  of 
the  Wall,  on  penalty  of  lOO/.  and  50/.  per  month 
afterwards,  until  the  Building  and  Materials  are  re- 
moved. § 58. 

The  Directors  are  also  cmjX)wered  to  build  two  or 
more  Piers,  within  the  Tide-way  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  or  near  Blackwall,  and  two  or  more  at 
or  near  Limehouse-hole,  for  the  more  safe  entry  into 
the  Docks,  &c.  provided  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Thames  shall  not  be  injured  thereby.  And 
also  to  make,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Ijocks,  Flood-Gates,  Bridges,  Roads, 
and  other  Works,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  ; and 
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have  considered  such  (cmporary  appointments  as  a kind  of 
hars'est,  which  they  arc  to  render  as  productive  to  them'* 
selves  (while  the  Power  remains)  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit, and  of  course  ate  glad  of  every  opportunity  of  benditing 
themselves  at  the  cxpcncc  of  titc  Merdunts  and  the  fair 
Traders^r} 

"V.  Pun  Offitertt  part  of  whom  belong  to  all  the  different 
classes ; but  who  are  genenlly  tcouud  by  their  associates, 
while  it  too  fireqiKntly  happens,  (tori  the  dicumstances  al- 
Kady  suted,  and  the  interest  which  criminal  Ofioers  take 
CATC  to  preserve  with  their  immediate  Superiors,  that  no  chan, 
net  exists  whereby  they  can  convey  useful  information. 

VI.  Custom-house  Watermen. — Among  this  Class  arc  cer- 
tainly many  impure  Characters,  who  have  been  known  to 
■ be  in  connection  whh  the  Game  Officers  on  board  the 
Ships,  for  whom  they  have  been  generally  considered  as 
* «afe  carriers,  because  if  met  by  a Superior  Officer  the 
Goods  were  converted  immeduitcly  into  a Seiznre,  and 
' ..conveyed  to  the  CuMora-house:  bin  if  tliey  escaped  no- 
tice,'the^  booty  was  conveyed  to  the  Copeman,  or  Re- 
. ceiver, 

(r)  The  foDowing  account  of  these  Officer  is  given  in  the  very 
Wnads  of  a person  extremely  wcU.4xif«cinrd  «n  the  sdbiect. — 

**  J'he  Giot  make  interest  with  the  si^rior  Officers  of  the  Customs, 
to  be  employed  when  large  hleeti  arrive  from  the  West-Ii^ies. 
Their  pay  is  3/.  a day  while  on  duty.  They  have  seldom  a (imhing 
In  the  world  when  they  go  on  ship  board,  having  spem  all  In  making 
interest  to  prooore  ivhat  is  callcil  a gDod  Ship,  and  sometimes  a goad 
Sinh  ■ ■ I ” that  is,  a situation  where,  from  the  absence  of  the 
Captain,  and  the  rascabty  of  the  Mau>  a conspincy  is  fanned  to 
jibudcc  the  Ship.  Their  System  (to  use  their  own  language)  is  /• 
jfutit  Htj  nubiU  ibr  Sum  tbiurs ; and  they  have  been  known  to  make 
from  1,5/,  to  zo/.  by  a single  Ship  w circumsianccd." 
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An  instance  is  stated  to  the  Author,  oti  tMthority  which 
admits  of  no  doubt,  that  in  a System  of  Pillage  earned  on  by 
the  Mate,  and  Gamt  Revenue  Officers,  on  board  of  a Ship  Out- 
ward-bound for  Hamburgh,  some  ef  the  Gang  who  were 
engaged  night  and  day  in  this  business,  consisted  of  Searchers* 
Watermen,  whose  particular  situation,  as  Officers,  tended  in 
some  degree  to  shield  them  ixom  suspicion,  though  in  this 
respect  they  have  not  always  been  successful,  as  Convictions 
have  taken  place  where  Revenue  Watermen  have  been  de- 
tected with  Goods  without  the  broad  Arrow,  to  denote  that  • 
they  were  sdzoi,  and  rowing  in  a different  direction  firom  ttw 
Custom-house. 

) 

The  number  of  inferior  Officers  employed  by  th* 
Customs  may  be  arranged  as  follows : . , 

' • # ■ r I . ^ . ■ y . j ■ V , / 

I.  200  Established  Tide  Officers,  having  a Salary  one  half 
of  them  40/.  and  the  other  35/.  a year,  and 
tj.  a day  while  on  Duty.  A .considerable 
• .propt^ion,  however,  is  appoaited  to  su- 
. pedor  duty,  as  Acting  Sur^reyors,  in  the 
Summer  when  the  Fleets  arriye,  and  have 
, a certain  influence  in  appointing  Extra  and 
Glut  Officers  ‘ to  Ships,  -'rheir  aver:^ 
fair  emolument  5^.  a year.  , 

II.  290  Prfferable  Officers  whd  receive  gr.  6</.,a  day  with- 
out any  Salary,  They  may  be  employed 
fw^-thirds  of  a year,  "and  may  Irciftiie  at 
' the  rate  of  49/.  a year.  ' • 1 1 
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400  Offictfi’s  brou)^ht  over. 

III.  300  Extra  Officers  (or  thereabouts,)  who  receive  3^.  a 

day  while  employed,  or  about  27/.  a year ; 
having;  only  duty  to  pci  form  for  about  half 
the  year. 

IV.  Glut  Officers. — These  receive  also  31.  a day  while 

employed,  which  feldom  exceeds  two 
months,  and  therefore  their  fair  earnings 
cannot  average  above  10/.  a year  each. 

850 

Besides  these  850  inferior  Officers,  or  thereabouts, 
(for  as  their  numbers  vary  they  can  never  be  exactly 
ascertained)  there  arc  82  Custom-house  Watermen 
who  are  attached  to  the  Superior  Officers,  who  sur- 
vey the  different  Ships  in  the  River,  viz. 


4 Inspectors  having  . 

Watermen. 
. 16 

s6  Tide  Surveyors  having  . . 

• 3» 

8 Preventing  Officers  . . • . 

. 6 

1 Tobacco  Inspector 

4 Tobacco  Surveyors  . . . 

. 8 

4 Wood  Farm  Officers  for  Timber  8 

4 Coast  Officers  . . . . 

. 8 

■ ■ ■ 

— 

36  1 • 

82 

The  Watermen  are  divided  into  three  Classes. — 

Those  that  are  establUhed  receive  35l.  a year ; the 

Preferable  3s.  6d.  a day  for  two-thirds ; and  the 

Extra  3s.  a day  for  about  half  the  year. 
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The  aggregate,  therefore,  of  inferior  Officers  of 
the  Customs  who  do  duty  on  the  River,  may  be 
estimated  at  Q32 ; and  perhaps  there  are  about 
one-third  of  that  number  in'  the  Service  of  the 
Excise,  making  in  all  about  1200  inferior  Officers, 
whose  Salaries,  or  allowance,  run  from  lol.  to  55l.  a 
year. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  thus  placed,  humanity  pleads  in  behalf 
of  this  miserable  Class  of  men.  Few  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Watermen,  have  opportunities  of  making 
Seizures,  and  these  too  have  experienced  a prodigi- 
ous reduction  m their  emoluments,  since  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Marine  Police  has,  in  so  great  a degree, 
banished  Delinquency  and  Smuggling  from  the 
River. 

A Custom-house  Waterman,  who  appeared  to  be 
a man  of  veracity,  while  he  candidly  acknowledged 
to  the  Author  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  Marine 
Police,  stated  at  the  same  time  his  loss  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  Seizures,  to  be  equal  to  from  33l.  to 
40l.  a year. 

Where  no  fees  are  authorized,  none  will  be  given 
hut  for  connivance  at  clandestine  transactions.  The 
inferior  Officers  are  in  this  precise  situation : their 
emoluments  are  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  hence  they  have  too  easily  yielded  to 
temptations ; stimulated  by  want,  and  reconciled  to  . 
bad  actions  by  the  force  of  example,  and  the  sanction 
which  forbearance  and  a deficient  System  of  oeco- 
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nomy  and  Police  had  given  to  offences  of  great 
tuqjitudc. 

Were  there  not  abundance  of  proofs  in  the  de- 
tection and  conviction  of  so  many  of  this  class  of 
men,  the  occasional  dismission  of  such  numbers 
shews  that  their  purity  and  integrity  is  not  of  that 
cast  which  can  beget  confidence. 

Taking  thercl'orc,  all  circumstances  together,  it 
may  not  be  too  much  to  state,  that  out  of  1200  in- 
ferior Revenue  Officers  who  have  been  employed  on 
the  River  duty,  S^ven  Hundred  may  have  been,  more 
or  less,  profilers  by  the  excessive  Plunder,  which 
seems  to  have  been  more  or  less  general  in  every 
line  of  Commerce. 

It  appears  from  various  accurate  channels  of  in- 
formation, that  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
Criminal  Conduct  of  many  inferior  Revenue  Offi- 
cers, is  confined  to  no  one  particular  line  of  Trade  ; 
but  pervades  the  whole,  and  in  particular  Outward- 
bound  Ships,  which  were  never  supposed  to  be  ob- 
jects of  attention,  no  suspicion  having  arisen  of 
their  being  in  danger  of  being  plundered.  These 
have  therefore,  of  late  afforded  the  best  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a large  booty  with  a less  degree  of 
risque. — This  was  some  time  since  discovered  by 
Revenue  Officers  and  their  associates.  By  sleeping 
near  the  Cargo  a knowledge  is  acquired  of  the  means 
of  obtaining  valuable  Packages,  by  which  Govern- 
ment is  defrauded  of  the  Debentures,  and  the  Mer- 
chant loses  his  Property,  implicating  at  the  same 
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time  the  character  of  the  fair  Trader,  and  generating 
disputes  between  Shippers  and  their  correspondents, 
of  a nature  the  moft  disagreeable.  Important  as  it 
certainly  is,  to  guard  by  every  possible  means  the 
security  of  the  Revenue,  with  respect  to  Debenture 
Goods,  the  System  does  not  seem  to  admit  of  the 
same  minute  accuracy  as  prevails  with  respect  to 
goods  irftported  ; and  hence  enormous  frauds  have 
been  discovered.  When  a Ship  proceeds  outward- 
bound  down  the  River,  if  the  Plunder  cannot  con- 
veniently be  removed  till* she  reaches  Gravesend, 
every  facility  is  found  there  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cealment; and  where  a sale  cannot  \)c  effected  at 
the  price  which  is  expected,  the  goods  purloined  are 
returned  to  London  in  the  Gravesend  Boats,  without 
any  suspicion  whatever  being  excited. 


IV.  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  discharge 
Ships  in  the  River  Thames. 

I ' 

The  illegal  proceedings  of  this  description  of 
Labourers  have  already  been  developed  in  the  Second 
Chapter.  (Div.  IV.  p.  62.)  They  may  be  divided  into 
three  Classes  : 

I St.  Regular  Lumpers  who  are  employed  all  the  year 
round  in  labouring  in  the  Rigging  and  outfit  of 
Ships  ; and  also  as  hchUrs,  or  persons  who  unstow 
the  Cargo  during  the  dischaige,  set  up  the  Derick, 

&c.  and  who  are  getteially  com[>leic  Seamen  - - 400 


N a 


2d.  Inferior 


ISO 
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Brought  forward  400 

2d.  Inferior  Lumpers  who  arc  not  always  Seamen  by 
profc5sion.  but  who  are  in  the  habit  of  working 
on  board  of  vessels  in  the  character  of  Deckers,  or 
persons  who  hoist  up  the  Cargo  upon  deck,  and  from 


thence  into  the  Lighters,  and  seek  their  living  chiefly 
among  the  Shipping  - --  --  --  --  600 

3d.  Occasional  Lumpers  who  resort  to  the  River 
when  great  Fleets  arrive,  for  temporary  employ- 
ment ----------  - - - 400 


Total  . . . i4cx> 

When  the  general  profligacy  of  manners,  which 
has  been  found  to  pervade  this  great  body  of  La- 
bourers, is  considered,  by  a reference  to  the  details 
already  given  of  the  mischievous  habits  they  have 
contracted,  and  the  evil  practices  of  which  too  many 
of  them  have  been  guilty,  it  may  reasonably  be  con- 
cluded, that  out  of  1400  who  follow  this  employ- 
ment, at  least  Twelve  Hundred  have  been,  more  or 
less,  concerned  in  the  Pillage  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty. 

V.  COAL-HEAVF.US  EMPLOYED  TO  DISCHARGE 

Colliers  in  the  River  Thames. 

As  the  Metropolis  and  its  environs  require  850,000 
Chaldron  of  Coals  annually,  for  the  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants  and  numerous  Manufactories,  it  ap- 
jjears  that  the  weekly  supply  must  amount  to  1 (>,346 
Chaldrons,  or  74  Cargoes  of  221  Chaldrons  cacJi. — 

To 
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To  discharge  these  vessels,  making  allowance  for 
sickness,  and  occasional  absence^  it  has  been  already 
stated,  that  at  least  800  men  must  follow  this  labo- 
rious  employment,  of  whom^GoO  may  be  classed 
among  tbci^  who  have^bcch'  following  pilfering  prac- 
tices, exdusive  of  those  w ha- discharge  the  Lighters. 

* ,A  geiieral  opinion  prevails,*' that  the  Coal-heavers 
are’ extremely  numerous,  from  the  immense  labour 
which  they  perfomi  in  the  course  of  a year.  It  is 
however,^ by  no  means  the  case  ; and  even  a con- 


"t  Biddable  j^oportion  of  those  who  are  employed,  arc 
Soldiers  in  the  .Guards.  * 


'•  tl,  JmAlNEYMEX  CoOPEnS  EMPLOYED  IX  THE  DIS- 
. , ’■CHARGE  OF  ShIPS  AND  VESSELS  IN  THE  RiVER 


Thames. 


Supposing  200  Ships  of  all  descriptions,  under 
discharge  at  one  time  in  the  Port  of  London,  and 
each,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  Cargo,  to 
require  two  Journeymen  Coopers,  it  would  follow 
that  400  of  this  Class  arc  employed,  with  certain 
interruptions,  in  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames.  Enough  has  been  stated  (in  Chapter  IL 
Div.  V.  p.  Go.)  to  shew  the  disposition  they  have  ma- 
nifested, not  only  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  them- 
selves, but  to  be  instrumental  in  affording  facilities 
to  others.  Many  circumstances  warrant  a conclu- 
sion, that  at  least  300  of  this  Class  may  be  con- 
sidered as  Delinquents. 

When 
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When  the  Journeymen  Coopers  were  sent  on 
% * 
board  of  the  West-India  Ships  in  17<)8>  which  were  , 

under  the  control’ of  tlic  Marine.  Police,  where  no 

Plunder  could  be  obtained,  on  account  of  the  sworn 

Constables  placed  on  board,  the  greatest  clamour  i 

ensued,  and  they  ihsist^  on 'an  advance  of  Wages. 

* ’ ■ • *.  * * . • i 

VII.  Watermen  plying  between  London  Bridge 

AND  Greenwich,  who  aue  attached  t.o  out-  ^ 

WARD  AND  HOMEWAUD-BOUND  ShiPS,'1N  ;THE  ^ 

River  Thames.  *.  ’ a * I 

• » ^ ^ • 1 

It  has  been  generally  supposed,  that  about  CfKY  ' .'j 
Watermen  arc  cither  attached  to  particular  Strips  . 
lading  or  discharging  in  the  River  Thainc^  <>r  ^rc 
occasionally  employed  in  conveying  provis'jons  ari'd 
baggage,  or  in  landing  articles  sent  on  Shore.  The 
facilities  which  many  of  this  Class  afford  in  convey- 
ing Plunder  from  these  Ships,  has  already  been  ex- 
plained (in  Chap.  II,  Div.  VI.  p.  66.)  and  the  evidence 
of  their  evil  practices  has  been  too  clearly  evinced, 
by  numerous  Convictions,  to  admit  of  a doubt,  //*;/ 

500  at  least  are  men  of  loose  cotiduct,  who  require  to 
lie  narrowly  watched,  inasmuch  as  not  a few  of 
them  have  been  proved  guilty  of  .seducing  Seamen 
and  others  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage,  and  assisting 
them  in  the  conveyance  and  disposal  of  the  booty. 


VIII.  JouR- 
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VIII.  Journeymen  Lightermen  employed  in 
CONVEYING  Goods  and  Merchandise  to 
AND  FROM  Ships  lading  and  discharging 
IN  THE  River  Thames. 


This  Class  has  been  already  pretty  fully  treated 
on  (in  Chap.  II.  Div,  IX.  p.  70.)  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Watermen.  Their  hostility  to  the  secu- 
rity of  Commercial  Property  has  been  already  ex- 
plained ; — their  numbers  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Lighters,  which  they  navi- 
gate in  various  branches  of  Trade.  It  has  been 
shewn  that  the  following  Craft  are  employed  in 
the  Trade  of  the  River,  exclusive  of  Coal  Barges, 
namely — 


402  Lightc 
388  Punts 

790 


"Employed  in  lading  and  discharging 
Ships  and  V'cssels  outward- 
bound  and  liomcward-bouiul, 
including  the  West- India 
Trade. 


400  Barges  in  the  Deal  and  Timber  Trade. 


iigo  . . Total; 

which  may  be  supposed,  making  .allowance  for 
absence  and  sickness,  to  give  permanent  and  occa- 
sional employment  to  about  One  Thousand  Five 
Hundred  Journeymen  Lightermen  and  their  Ap- 
prentices. Their  Employers,  the  Master  Lighter- 
men, arc  generally  persons  of  much  respectability, 
•who  sensibly  feel  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  to 
the  Public  and  to  themselves^  which  residt  from  the 

loose 
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loose  conduct  and  profligacy  of  not  a few  of  their 
Journeymen  ; five  Hundred  of  whom  are  supposed 
to  compose  a part  of  the  Criminal  Confederacy  upon 
the  River,  and  to  require  the  w'atchful  eye  of  the 
Police.  Before  this  new  System  existed,  it  was  not 
unusual  tor  thisClass  to  remain  in  their  Lighters  along- 
side of  West-India  Ships  so  long  as  Pilfering  went 
on : wherever  nothing  is  to  be  procured,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  protection  of  the  Police  being 
extended  to  particular  Ships,  they  arc  now  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  their  Craft  to  be  laden  by  the 
Lumpers,  and  seldom  return  till  called  upon  to  con- 
vey them  to  the  Quays. 

IX.  Mud-labks. 

[The  derivation  of  this  term,  and  the  nature  of  the  Depre-  , 
dations  carried  on  by  those  who  arc  distinguished  by  it, 
have  been  already  stated  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  \'II.  p.  68.)] 

The  number  of  individuals  who  compose  this 
Class  cannot  easily  be  ascertained.  They  may  be, 
said  to  be  aquatic  Itinerants,  who  incre.nse  or  dimi- 
nish according  to  the  resource  which  is  afibrded  for 
obtaining  Pillage  by  their  own  devices,  or  giving 
facilities  to  those  who  convey  Plunder  from  Ships 
and  Craft  in  the  River. — ^They  are  proper  objects  for 
the  attention  of  the  Police.  Perhaps  their  amount 
may  be  estimated,  in  different  parts  of  the  River 
where  the  Shipping  lie,  at  about  Two  Hundred. 

To 
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To  these  may  be  added  another  Class  of  men, 
who  follow  the  profession  of  Catching  Rats  on  board 
of  Ships ; whose  conduct  also  requires  a narrow 
inspection  ; and  as  to  whom  see  Chap.  II.  Div.  VIII. 
p.  69. 

X.  Watchmen  in  Ships  and  Lighters,  and 
UPON  THE  Quays  and  Wharfs  in  the  Port 
OF  London. 

Among  this  Class  there  is  a mixture  of  honest 
and  criminal  Characters  ; and  also  not  a few  who, 
without  being  impure  themselves,  from  carelessness 
and  timidity,  or  from  considering  themselves  as  un- 
der the  direction  and  control  of  Mates,  and  per- 
sons having  the  immediate  charge  of  Craft,  suffer 
Depredations  to  be  committed,  and  even  assist  in 
removing  the  spoil  when  required  so  to  do,  by  those 
whom  they  look  up  to  as  their  Superiors.  Nothing 
can  be  upon  a worse  footing  than  the  System  of 
watching  Commercial  Property  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don. In  most  instances  it  resolves  itself  into  a mere 
mockery  of  Security,  while  the  cxpence  incurred  by 
the  Trade  at  large  is  enormous.  The  System  i» 
radically  wrong,  and  from  this  source  have  originated 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  detailed  and  ex- 
plained in  this  Work.  It  frequently  happens  from  an 
ill-judged  parsimony,  that  only  a single  Watchman  ii 
employed  to  guard  a valuable  Cargo  in  tlic  Ship,  and 
in  the  Lighters ; and  this  feeble  and  ineffectual  guard 
is  trusted,  without  any  relief,  sometimes,  for  three  or 

four 
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four  weeks  together ; ami  thus  the  Ship  is  allowed 
to  be  without  protection,  while  this  ineffectual 
guard  is  slumbering,  for  want  of  rest,  in  the 
Lighters.  The  mere  attmuil  interest  of  the  Property 
lost  by  this  mistaken  oeconoiny,  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  support  a regular  and  systematic  Guard, 
controlcd  and  instructed  by  the  Police,  under  wh^ 
guardianship,  vigilance  would  be  ensured,  and  col- 
lusive and  fraudulent  practices  prevented. 

On  a supposition  that  the  Watchmen  employed  in 
the  Ships,  and  in  the  numerous  Lighters  and  Craft 
on  the  River,  laden  with  valuable  Property,  toge- 
ther with  those  that  are  employed  as  Guards  upon  the 
Quays  and  Wharfs,  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  from 
Westminster  Bridge  to  Deptford,  rpay  amount  to 
1000;  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  300  at  least,  arc 
concerned  in  assisting  in  the  commission  of  Crimes. 

The  following  Estimate,  will  elucidate  and  ex- 
plain the  nature  and  extent  of  the  risque  to  which 
Commercial  Property  is  exposed  in  the  RiverThame^; 


— requiring  an  efficwit  Guard : ‘ < 

Statement  jor  a Year  tn  Foreign  Trade.  Cargoes. 
1,405  Cargoes  inwards  and  outwards  in  Dritish 

Vessels  is 2,810 

1 ,843  Cargoes  in  Foreign  Vessels,  supposing  one- 

half  in  Ballast  . ....  1.843 

400  Barges  -^1,140  Craft  laden  with  outward 
402  Lighters  V and  homeward  Cargoes,  on  an 
338  Punts  ^ average  each  40  times  a year  45,600 


Canied  over  . . . S«>253 

Brought 
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^ Brought  ovcr^  ...  . 50,253 

T<7  n’Aff/i 

21196  Coal  Craft,  having  Cargoes  in  a year,  esti- 
mated at 471788 

• • 

Total  number  of  Cargoes,  requiring  lo  be  watched, 

exclusive  of  the  Coasting  and  River  Trade,  and 

the  Property  exposed  on  the  Qtiays,  &c.  . . 98,041 

Total  estimated  value  of  the  whole  Property, 
more  or  less  exposed  in  the  course  of  a year  in 
' Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  upon  the  Qtiays, 

Wliarfs,  and  Landing  Places  {/)  . . . 60,597,989 

Sterling. 

i 

XI.  Labourers  on  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  &c.  ' 
IN  THE  Port  op  London,  generally  deno- 
minated Scuffle-Hunters. 

I 

• The  general  pursuits,  and  the  universal  Profligacy 
of  this  Class  of  Labourers,  w ho  may  be  considered 
as  the  Scum  of  Society,  have  already  been  explain- 
c<l  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  X.  p.  75.) — Their  number 
^ varies  according  to  the  opportunities  w hich  are  pre- 
sented, for  affording  the  most  productive  hjirvest  in 
the  scramble  for  Plunder.  This,  however,  to  use 
their  own  language,  is  generally  found  at  the  fl'ater 
S'uie,  to  w'hich  they  resort,  in  crowds,  in  the  throng 
Seasons,  and  obtain  occasional  empio}inciU  through 
a want  of  a better  Class  of  Labourers. — Perhaps  they 
uuiy  amount  to  about  500  in  all. 

(/)  See  Table,  pgo  2;, 

XII.  LA- 
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^ • 

XII.  Labourers  ix  thk  different  Warehouses 

IN  WHICH  Commercial  Property  is  deposited 

IN  THE  Port  of  London. — (See  Chap.  II.  p.  76.) 

• 

As  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  value  of  tho 
foreign  Merchandise  alone,  imported  into  the  River  * 
Thames,  amounts  to  ;T.25,1 57,421  Sterling  in  the  • ^ 

course  of  a year;  and  as  it  appears  probable,  that  this  . , 

immense  Property  cannot  be  contained  in  less  than 
One  Million  of  Casks  and  other  "Packages’,  the  Ware- 
houses necessary  to  contain  these  Goods  must  not 
only  be  very  extensive,  but  the  Labourers  who  arc 
retjuired  to  dcjiosit,  and  afterwards  to  remove  such  a 
mass  of  valuable  Goods,  cither  for  £xp>ortation  or 
home  consumption,  must  be  pretty  numerous  in  all  ' 

the  ditferent  branches  ; and  that  from  the  state  of 
Morals  among  the  lower  Classes,  a general  disposi- 
tion to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  must  prevail  wherever 
opportunities  offer.  This  indeed,  has  been  proved 
to  be  the  case  in  a multitude  of  instances  ; — but  as 
the  Class  denominated  Scuffle-hunters,  who  have 
been  already  estimated,  frequently  mingle  with  the 
others,  the  Labourers  in  the  Warehouses,  in  this 
view,  may  probably  not  exceed  One  Thousand 
on  both  sides  of  the  River,  and  of  these  at  least 
Vive  Hundred  may  be  considered  as  implicated  in  the 
general  charge  of  Dehnqiiency. 


Having 
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Having  thus  taken  a general  View  of  the  differ- 
ent Classes,  who,  in  the  course  of  their  various 
employments  in  Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  on 
the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  and  in  the  Warehouses  in 
the  Port  of  London,  arc,  more  or  less,  the  objects 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  from  the  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  of  the  turpitude  of 
their  conduct ; it  now  remains  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  those  more  atrocious  Offen- 
ders, who  seek  not  for  the  cover  of  employment  in 
committing  their  Depredations  on  Commercial  Pro- 
perly : — at  the  head  of  this  Class  stand — 

( 

. XIII.  River  Pirates. 

The  detail  of  the  evil  practices  of  this  abandoned 
race  of  men,  which  is  given  in  the  Second  Chapter, 
(Division  II,  p.  50.)  supersedes  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther observation  as  to  the  nature  or  e.\tcnt  of  their 
Iniquities.  Whatever  a return  of  Peace  may  pro- 
y ducc,  their  numbers  have  certainly  diminished,  as 
has  been  already  noticed,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  ; and,  probably,  could  not  be  estimated 
at  more  than  One  llimdrcd',  'U'/ten  the  Murine  Value 
U’jf  ettablisheJ. 

XIV.  Night  Plunderers. 

• 

This  Class  comprising  not  a few  of  the  Water- 
men, Coopers  and  Lumpers,  who  have  been  already 
enumerated,  it  may  probably  be  nearest  the  truth 

to 
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to  estimate  them  at  not  more  than  T'juo  Hundred, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police. 
Their  illegal  practices  arc  elucidated  and  explained 
in  Chapter  II.  (Division  III.  p.  52,  &c.) 


XV.  Light  IIoRSEMEy. 

These  have  been  explained  in  the  Second  Chap- 
ter, (Division  III.  p.  58.)  to  be  men  acting  in  concert 
with  the  Receivers,  Mutes  and  Revettue  Officers,  on 
board  Ships  in  the  Night,  and  in  consequence  of 
previous  preparations,  removing  Commercial  articles 
(particularly  Wcst-lndia  Commodities,)  to  a great 
amount.  The  mischief  they  did  was  of  course  ex- 
tensive ; but  their  transactions  having  been  the 
result  of  a preconcerted  plan,  and  requiring  great 
caution  in  the  selection  of  the  Labourers,  it  was 
certainly  confined,  comparatively,  to  a few  hands. 
Exclusive  of  the  Mates,  Reverme  Officers  and  Re- 
ceivers ; — considered  separately  — they  probably, 
never  at  any  time  exceeded  Tzvo  Hundred. 

XVI.  Receivers  op  Commercial  and  Public 
Property  imported  into,  and  exported  prom, 
the  River  Thames, 

In  looking  at  the  various  ramifications  of  this 
Panda'.monium  of  Iniquity,  from  which  has  gradu- 
ally sprung  up  all  those  evils  which  have  proved  so 
destructive  to  public  Morals,  and  to  the  Security  of 
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Commercial  Property,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  examples  which  are  here  exhibited 
of  the  power  of  avarice  over  the  human  mind,  in 
drawing,  in  several  instances,  men  of  Property  from 
the  line  of  rectitude,  which  their  situation  in  Society 
renders  it  their  interest  to  pursue ; — in  plunging 
• them  into  an  abyss  of  Turpitude  and  Crimes,  and 
subjecting  them  to  those  penal  hazards,  from  which 
a purer  conduct  might  exempt  them,  with  perhaps 
an  equal  chance  of  accumulating  wealth  through 
the  medium  of  honest  industry.  Yet  such  is  the 
passion  for  becoming  suddenly  rich,  and  for  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  indulging  in  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, that  it  is  to  be  lamented  among  the  various 
Criminal  Devices  to  which  men  resort  to  gratify 
avaricious  desires  ; the  purchase  of  Stolen  Property 
is  one,  which  not  only  spreads  broad  and  wide  in  this 
great  Metropolis,  but  also  attaches  to  Individuals, 
who,  moderating  their  views,  might  pass  through 
life  with  credit  and  reputation,  without  resorting  to 
such  Criminal  Subterfuges. 

The  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  not  only 
of  the  systematic  Trade  of  receiving  and  purchasing, 
at  very  reduced  prices.  Commercial  Articles  of  great 
value  ; but  also  of  planning  and  assisting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  designs,  which  have  Robbery  and  Plunder 
for  their  object,  convey  to  the  mind  a very  melan- 
choly picture  of  human  nature.  But  when  to  this 
arc  added  deliberate  attempts  to  seduce  men,  hav- 
ing the  trust  of  a valuable  property,  from  the -paths 
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o(  \x.reHjt  bj  persuading  them  to  commit  felonicd, 
lUiK  \.j  ivjfding  out,  not  only  those  fecilities  which 
ir»;t7  Msin  tl^icfn  in  eluding  detection  ; but  also  the 
X *A  ini'j  iity  in  a large,  though  an  inadequate^ 
ffr  ,u  .try  reward,  when  opposed  to  the  booty  which 
M 'd,  it  i.'  impossible  to  contemplate  a species 
M • i'pi'»:de  thus  aggravated  and  increased,  without 
.y  * xtrfjtig  anxiety  to  see  remedies  applied  to  an 
greatest  magnitude. 

't  ft.  v hievous  horde  of  delinquents,  who  thus 
fttnl  mmrish  criminal  offences,  may  be 
».»'o  twelve  diflcrent  classes. 

t.  /.'/•<•*:  rri  >if  the  more  opulent  class ; to  whom  the 
(»»f 'g'.K.g  (,‘.*r.rt»i\4n\»  particularly  apply.  Thcseavail- 
»i'g  tli<’ msej/es  of  the  [>ccuniary  resourses  they  pos- 
give,  fxi'tleiiec  and  vigour  to  depredation,  upon 
s Ur//-  ale,  hy  nolieitations  and  facilities,  without 
whi/  fi  I fi'-y  could  not  have  been  committed ; and  when 
utitU  r the  einhurniHsmetit  of  detection,  arail  them- 
*<1/(4  of  their  peeuniary  resources,  in  calling  forth 
the.  talents  of  Counsel  and  the  whole  chicane  of  the 
law,  to  enable  them  to  dude  the  punishment  due  to 
their  crimes;  in  whkh  tic  friends  of  Morality  and 
Justice  have  to  lemcnt  t'  jt  they  arc  too  often  suc- 
cessful, producing  thereby  incalculable  injuries  to 
the  Community  at  large. 

Of  all  others,  the  individuals  of  this  class  arc  the 
most  noxious  and  destructive  to  Commercial  Pro- 
perty. Some  of  them  have  carried  on  Sugar  Refineries 
chiefly  by  the  S|K»liaiion  which  they  fostered  and  en- 
couraged. 
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coaraged.  They  have  accumulated  wealth  \>y  pur- 
chasing Tea,  Coffee,  Hemp,  Ashes,  Deals,  Timber, 
and  many  great  articles  of  Commerce,  at  very  re- 
duced prices,  which  their  credit  in  the  Commercial 
World  has  enabled  them  to  dispose  of,  without 
•ospicion,  at  the  full  value. 

H.  Receivers  of  an  inferior  Class,  who  are  in  con- 
nection with  small  Grocers,  and  venders  of  Smuggled 
Goods,  through  whose  medium  the  Lumpers  have 
fceen  accustomed  to  dispose  of  the  Plunder  they  ob- 
tained, and  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  false 
Bills  of  Parcels  to  the  Houses  and  Shops  of  the 
Purchasers,  whose  dealings  amounted  to  a large  sum 
in  the  course  of  a year. 

III.  Receivers,  in  connection  whh  Revenue  Offi^ 
cers,  who  are  denominated  Copemen,  and  who  con- 
tribute, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  Pillage 
•which  has  taken  place  in  outward  and  homeward- 
"bound  Ships,  by  the  assistance  they  afford  in  finding 
means  to  convey  the  articles  on  shore,  and  afterwards 
in  disposing  of  them. 

IV.  Receivers  vcho  keep  Shops  for  the  Purchase 
and  sale  of  Old  Iron  and  Old  Stores,  Hand  Stuff, 
Junk  and  Rags,  who  deal  with  the  Stealers  of 
Cordage,  Metals,  and  other  articles,  which  they 
arc  ever  ready  to  purchase,  at  an  under  price,  with- 
out asking  questions,  and  not  seldom  to  cover  the 
unlawful  possession  of  King’s  Cordage,  by  certifi- 
cates of  similar  Stores,  purchased  at  the  Sale  of  un- 
aprviccable  articles  at  the  Docl^-yards.^ 


V.  Receh'trs 
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■ V.  Receivers  who  keep  small  Grocers  Shops,  and 
Chandlers'  Shops  for  Corn,  and  otlier  articles. — These 
encourage  Labourers,  and  others,  who  w ork  on  Ship- 
board  and  in  Warehouses,  to  purloin  Sugar, 
Rum,  Coffee,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Dutch  Cheeses, 
Com,  and  various  other  articles  which  are  instantly 
purchased,  under  circumstances  which  denote  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  articles  being  Stolen. 

VI.  Publicans  who  arc  in  the  habit  of  giving 
credit  to  Lumpers,  and  other  Aquatic  Labourers, 
receiving  in  payment  whatever  they  can  steal  and 
purloin  from  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames, 
and  from  the  Wharfs  and  Warehouses  adjacent 
thereto  j or  permitting  their  houses  to  be  a general 
reitdczvous  -for  Journeymen  Coopers,  who  commit 
flcts  of  Pillage  in  the  Warehouses,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  removing  Samples. 

VII.  Small  Manufadurers  of  Twine  and  Ropes, 
-who  arc  in  connection  with  the  Labourers  on  board 
of-Ships  from  Russia,  and  with  Night  Plunderers 
who  pillage  Hemp  Lighters;  Supplying  themselves 
-in  this  manner  with  the  chief  part  of  the  Raw  Ma- 
-lerials  whjeh  they  work  up  at  a very  under  j>ricc, 
• and  encouraging  this  species  t>f  Depredation,  (which 

has  gone  to  a great  extent  annually,)  by  applications 
' to  those  whose  situation  at  the  time  affords  them  op- 
portunities of  obtaining,  by  unlawful  means,  this 
p;irtkular  article.  ^ 

VIII.  Female  Receivers  who  keep  houses  of  ill- 
fame,  or  arc  otherwise  in  conncciion  with  the  Sea- 
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men  on  board  the  Ships  and  Vessels. in  the  River  • 
Thames. — ^These,  after  plundering  the  thoughtless 
men  of  their  wages,  by  the  most  infamous  means,  en-  ’ 
Oburage  them  to  pilfer  and  steal  whatever  can  be 
obtained ; in  the  sale  of  which  they  are  generally ' 
cheated  of  three-fourths  of  the  value.  This  ill-got 
wealth  is  speedily  dissipated  in  riot  and  debaucheryj 
and  the  Depredations  renewed,  subject  to  a re- 
petition of  the  same  frauds  and  impositions. 

IX.  Covetous  Receivers,  whose  attention  is  direct- 
ed to  good  Bargains,  and  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  Smuggled  Goods  and  cheap  articles  with- 
out asking  questions. 

■ X.  Careless  Receivers,  who  without  meditating 
any  evil  design,  purchase,  indiscriminately,  what- 
ever they  can  obtain  cheap,  under  the  idea  that  it  is 
the  private  adventure  of  Sea-faring  men,  or  their 
connections.  For  this  species  of  trafHc,  there  arc 
multitudes  of  open  doors  in  every  Street  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River  on  both  sides,  from  London 
Bridge  to  Blackwall  and  Greenwich. 

XI.  Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Naval  and  FictuaU 
ing  Stores,  residing  at  the  Towns  and  Villages  from 
Deptford  to  Leigh  and  Sheemess,  on  both  sides  of  the 
River  Tliames,  and  on  the  River  McrUvay,  and  from 
thence  to  Chatham.  These  afford  infinite  facilities 
to  persons  who  navigate  Hoys,  and  - other  Vessels  in 
the  service  of  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  what- 
ever can  be  abstracted  from  their  Cargoes,  Stores  or 
Materials ; and  who  are  also  in  iihe  habit  of  pur- 
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chasing  ffom  thfe  Mates  and  Crews  of  Trading  Ves- 
sels whatever  they  bring  for  Sole  without  asking 
questions.  They  are  discovered  to  be  a very  mis- 
chievous class  of  men,  and  require  to  be  narrowly 
watched. 

* XII.  Receivers^  and  others  who  keep  single- 
horse Carti^  and  collect  old  Iron,  Copper  Bolts,  Nails, 
and  different  Metals;  also  Junk,  Cordage,  and  Ships* 
Stores, &c.  at  the  Dock-yards  of  Deptford,  Woolwich, 
Slicerticss,  and  Chatham,  by  holding  out  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  have  opportunities  to  pilfer  and 
steal, by  the  purchase  of  such  artieles  at  an  underprice. 
These  single-horse  Carts  have  greatly  increased  of 
laic  years,  and  the  factTttics  they  afford  in  the  im- 
uaedlate  conveyance  of  King's  Stores  tb  |Maces  of 
concealment,  together  with  the  lures  they  hold  out 
to  Labourers  and  others  to  pilfer  and  steal,  have 
long  rendered  them  objects  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  Police.  Their  rapid  increase  too  affords 
Strong  grounds  of  suspicion^  that  the  evils  they 
generate  arc  multiplying  ewiy  year. 

' III  tslimaling  th6  mulAer  of  these  rbspeclive 
Classes  of  Rtccivcrs,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
mind  cannot  be  assisted  b)’  any  accurate  data. — 
Kecoiirse  mult,  therefore,  be  had  to  those  lights 
which  experience,  in  executing  the  duties  of  a Ma- 
gistrate, upon  a Very  extensivie scale,  has  snggested^ 
aided  by  minute  inquiries,  and  by  an  attentive  vic\T 
of  the  difterent  rmnificatiohs  of  these  various  nur- 
acrlcs  of  Crii^inality. 
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With  the  assistance  therefore,  of  such  informa- 
tion, as  experience  and  investigation  have  furnished, 
the  following  general  view  of  the  probable  numbers 
of  those  noxious  Members  of  Society,  in  their  <Jif- 
ferent  Classes,  is  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader : — 

1st.  Opuknt  Receivers  who  trade  on  a Uq;e  §ca|e  20 
od.  Inferior  Receivm  who  deal  with  |.,nmpcfs,  &c.  ^5 

3d.  Copcjnen  in  connection  with  Revenue  O^^cers  20 
4th.  Dealers  in  Old  Iron,  and  Old  Ships’  Stores.  &c.  55 


5th.  Small  Grocers  and  Chandlers 55 

6th.  Publicans 35 

7th.  Twine  and  Rc^  Spinners 

ilth.  Female  Receivers 50 

9th.  Covetous  Receivers 60 

10th.  Careless  Receivers 150 


nth.  Receivers  on  the  Banks  qf  tlje  and 

Medway  below  Deptford 

1 2th.  Jew  Rccciv ers  and  others  who  travel  with  ^Carts  * ?o 
% 

Total  ....  550 


It  now  becomes  necessary,  after  the  foregoing  de- 
lineation of  a very  melancholy  picture  of  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  this  great  maojiine  of  Turpitude, 
which  has  so  Jong  been  moved  with  ampunitV)  and  ^ 
which  has, proved  so  bostde  to  ;l]e  rights  of  ioqo- 
cence,.  and'  to  the  best  inteipsts  of  Coquncroe  and 
Navigation,  toe?^ritrit  the  whole  in  ^ colleoted  point 
of  view  by  the  foHowihg  , . ' 

RECAPITULATION. 
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Total  Number. 

Dclinquenti 

1st.  Mates  of  Ships  and  Vessels 

s-'m  — 

500 

■ 2d.  Inferior  Officers  and  Crews 

24,000  — 

4,000 

3d.  Revenue  Officcra,  See.  . . 

1,400  — 

700 

4th.  Lumpers 

1,200 

5th.  Coal-heavers 

800  — 

600 

6th.  Coopers 

400  — 

300 

7th.  Watermen 

900  — 

500 

8th,  Lightermen  , . . . 

1,500  — 

500 

9th.  Night  Watchmen  . . . 

1,000  — 

3"o 

loth.  Scuffle-Hunters  . . . 

500  — - 

500 

Ilth.  Labourers  in  Warehouses 

1,000  — 

JOO 

• • 

3<>.344 

9,600 

ilih.  River  Pirates 

13th.  Night  Plunderers 

14th.  Light-Horsemen 

15th.  Receivers,  including  (t  2 Classes)  . . . . 

.ifth.  'Mudlarks  and  Rat-Catchers 


Total  , . . 10,850 


100 

200 

900 

550 

200 


As  in  Military  Tactics  an  experienced  General 
win  feel  it  his  duty  to  consider  well  the  force  and 
position  of  an  opposing  enemy,  with  respect  to  the 
condition,  and  arrangement  of  his  own  strength,  so 

* in  a waH^e  upon  hosts  of  Criminal  Delinquents,  it 
becomes  equally  necessary  to  estimate  their  nuin- 

^ber^  and  the  hostile  plans  they  have  concerted 
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against  the  property  of  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Community,  before  measures  of  (^position  are  at- 
tempted. 

In  organizing  therefore,  the  System  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police,  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  all  the  various  detachments  and  subdivision* 
which  formed  the  general  army  of  Delinquents,  have 
been  fully  appreciated,  and  the  establishment  was 
by  degrees  adapted,  as  far  as  Imited  funds  and  defici- 
ent laws  would  admit,  to  the  object  of  eradicating 
the  mischief  by  an  ultimate  conquest,  on  the  principles 
of  prevention,  rather  than  severity ; and  with  this 
particular  view,  it  at  length  assumed  the  form  which 
is  now  to  be  explained. 

I.  A Judicial  Department,  where  Magistrates  pre- 
side for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of 
offences  committed  in  Ships,  Vessels  or  Craft,  In 
the  River  Thames,  dr  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  by  the 
stealing  of  any  part  of  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Stores, 
or  Cargoes', — of  making  Adjudications  and  Con- 
victions, in  cases  of  Misdemeanors; — and  of  com- 
mitting for  trial  for  higher  offences. 

To 'this  Department  is  attached  a superintending 
resident  Magistrate,  two  Judicial  Qerks,  a thief 
Constable,  and  seven  Petty  Constables.  Any  Police 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  tdunty^  of 
Middlesex,  may  assist  the  Magisuates  in  their 
pial  Functions 
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II.  A.  Marixe  Poucb,  or  Prevouivc  Depart- 
mznty  under  the  particular  direction  of' the  Super* 
iptending  and  Resident  Magistrate,  to  which  the 
following  OAcers  are  attached : — 

1st.  I Chief  Clcik  and  Cashier,  for  general  purposes. 

2d.  1 HoufeSurveyorand  Superintendent  of  Ship  Coostablw. 
3d.  4 Boat  Surveyors,  for  visiting  Ships,  &c. 

4ih.  5 Perambulating  Surveyors,  for  River  duty. 

5th.  18  Watermen  attached  to  these  Surveyors. 

6th.  1 Surveyor  of  the  Quye. 

7lh.  2 Assistant  Surveyoia. 

8ih.  yi  Qt»y  Guards  under  their  Supetinteudanec. 

62 

Ship  Constables  are  only  employed  on  the  appli> 
cation  of,  the  Ship  Owners,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Stores,  and  CaxgOt 
from  Plunder  during  th©  discharge.  They  arc  con- 
sidered as  efficient  Substitutes  for  the  very  iuefiicient 
VVaichmen  formerly  employe^  and  are  of  course 
paid  by  the  Ship-Owners.  The  Quay  Guard  is  at 
present  defrayed  from  a.  Fund  contributed  by  the 
Wcstflndia,  Planters  and  Merchants.  Their  em- 
ployrnent,  peases  w hen  the  Cargoes,  under  the  pro- 
J^olice,  arc. warehoused. , 

III. 
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III.  A Department  for  empl(^ing  JUaaptrt  far 
the  purpose  of  discharging  Skips,  as  a further  rnems  cf 
preventing  Plunder. — Also  under  the  particular  con- 
trol of  the  superintending  and  resident  Magistrate, 
to  which  the  following  Officers  are  attached: 

1st.  I Superintendant  of  Lumpers. 

2d.  I Collecting  Ckrk. 

3d.  I Assistant  Clerk  in  the  0®ce  for  Lumpers. 
4th.  80  Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  instnicted. 

5th.  820  Working  Lumpers,  controled  by  the 
Police,  and  more  or  Ifss  employed  as 
occasion  requires ; (average  luimber.) 

Total  abobt  900 

The  plan  upon  which  the  iLumping  System  is 
conducted,  is  detailed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  West- 
India  Committee  in  the  Appendix  V.  and  the 
Kules  explanatory  of  the  expcnce,  in  Appendix  IV. 

rV.  A General  Department  for  the  Accounts  and 
other  purposes — Under  the  direction  of  the  Magis- 
trate*. 

1st.  A Cashier,  collecting  Clerk  and  orther  Cleslv,  already 
mentioned. 

zd.  A Solicitor-under  the  diiecti«n'of-the  Commercial  body, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  preeeowtion  of Offenders. 

3d.  A House>keeper  and  OAwc4scepcr.  ■ 

41k.  A Houm-watchman. 

The  total  number  of  persons  composing  the  whole 
Establishment,  who  are  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices 
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vices  from  Funds  issued  by  Government,  and 
from  G)ntributions  by  the  West-India  Planters  and 
Merchants,  may  be  arranged  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing 

RECAPITULATION. 


1ST.  The  Judicial  Department. 

Superintending  Magistrate — No  Reniimcration. 
Resident  Magistrate  . i Salaries. 

Judicial  CIciks  . . 2 

Constables  ....  8 

— ri  . o o 

**  2d.  The  Marine  Police  Department. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Cashier  i 
Surveyors  on  the  River  9 
J-Iouse  Surveyor  . . i 

Watermen  . . .18 

— 29  . 1700  o o 

Qiiay  Surveyor!  . . 3 

• • Qiiay  Guards  . . 30 

— 33  • 950  o €> 

3^'  The  Department  for  Lumpers. 

Superintendant  of  Lumpers  i 
. Collecting  Clerk  . . . i 

. Assistant  Clerk  . . . i 

— 3 . 270  o o 

4th*  The  General  Department. 

Solicitor  for  Prosecutions  1 
Office-keeper  ....  1 
House-keeper  . . , • i 

House  Watchman  . . i 

t . . — 4 . 200  o o 


iff-  : 


> - i 


Total  persons  . 80*  4,100  o o 

• ‘ ' j Brought 
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Brought  over  . -4,10000 
House,  Taxes,  Law  Charges,  Stationary, Coals, 

Candles,  Boat  expences,  premiums  for  Ser-  L goo  o o 
vices,  and  contingent  Charges,  &c.  &c.  . 3 

Total  cxpcnce  on  the  present  Scale  . 5,000  o o 

The  number  of  persons  who  are  remunerated  for 
ihcir  labour  and  services  by  Ship-Owners,  have  been 
already  stated,  to  include  the  Ship-Constables  and 
the  Lumpers,  viz. 

1st.  [220  Ship  Constables  paid  as  Watchmen  only, 
when  employed. 

2d.  900  Lumpers  who  receive  the  usual  Ws^ps, 
en  called  to  perform  the  labour  of 

the  discharge. 

Total  . 1120 

As  this,  however,  is  no  new  cxpence,  it  is  unne- 
cessary, and  even  impossible  to  state  the  annual 
amount,  as  it  varies  according  to  the  Calls  which  are 
made  upon  the  Institution  for  this  additional  means 
of  security  ; to  promote  which,  it  certainly  operates 
very  powerfully  ; and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  this  sin- 
gular advantage,  in  favour  of  the  Freighters  and  Pro- 
prietors of  Cargoes,  are  so  backward  in  their  applica- 
tions, since  no  expence  is  thereby  incurred  which  they 
did  not,  or  ought  not,  to  have  disbursed  for  Watch- 
men and  Lumpers  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  (g) 

(r)  See  Appendix  III.  IV,  V. 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of  the  wMt  Civil  Forte  of  the  Afarine  Police,  permanent  and 
accoiiinal  as  now  systematized. 


Pcmnancnt 

Establishment. 


^ist.  Judicial  Drpanment  . . .11 

\ 2d.  Marine  Police  Department  62 
f 3d.  Department  for  Lumpers  . 3 

^ 4th.  General  Department  ...  4 


CXrcasional 
Establishment 
for  Protection 
and  Labour. 


.f 


Ship  Constables,  sworn  and  in- 
structed ...... 

Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  in- 
structed   

Working  Lumpers  under  the 
control  of  the  Police  . 


— 80 


220 

80 

820 

— 1 1 20 


Total  . . 1200 


Such  is  the  Civil  force  {fermanetU  and  occasional) 
which  has  been  opposed  to  the  phalanx  of  Delin- 
4]ucnts,  who  have  assumed  so  formidable  an  aspect, 
as  appears  from  the  detail  of  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings which  has  been  brought  nndcr  the  review 
oif  the  Reader  in  this  Chapter. 

' Previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  the  River 
Tliames  was  without  a single  Police  Guard-boat, 
aud  no^ntidple  existed  against  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
p’rchcndc;,d  from  Rh'er  Pirates,  Night  Phmtlerers,  or 
general  conflagration  'arising  from  the  diabolical 
designs  of  wirmc/itfr/rj. 

The  various  .of  reigned  long 

......  - . . ' undtsturbed 
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tiiKlisturbed  ; thdir  plans  of  Depredation  had  been 
completely  sydtemati;ted,  as  has  been  already  shown ; 
and  they  had  become  exceedingly  bold  uid  auda* 
cious. 

In  attempting  therefore,  to  resist  such  a numer- 
ous  and  powerful  confederacy,  it  became  indispen^ 
sably  necessary'  to  understand  their  varioiis  modes  of 
proceeding,  and  to  adapt  the  s^'stem  of  prevention  to 
the  peculiar  drcumstances  df  the  case. 

The  object  in  view  was  to  eradicate  the  mischief 
so  far  as  related  to  West-India  Property^  more  by 
measures  of  prudence,  and  precautions  df  a prevefr* 
rive  tiatnre  than  by  force,  yfoleticfc  and  seterky  — 
The  task  was  arduous-^nt  bs  retohrti&ti  aad  Men- 
tio*  wore  to  be  opposed  to  ioirg  habks  of  twrpiuidB, 
the  difficulties  were  to  be  tnrereeme  by  estabUshktg 
an  accurate  sy^dtn,  and  by  folhmmg  it  up  with 
vigour  attd  perseverance. 

The  first  step  therefote,  was  to  tViscipUnc  and  ia« 
struct  the  subordinate  Officers  i«  all  tbew  respective 
departments,  ami  to  impress  n^mn  their  tninds  the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  duty  asrigwed  them. 

With  this  immediate  view,  instructions  were  drawn 
■ ' * ' * 

up  for  the  i louse  Constables — Ship  Sur^jfjors  and 
Ver ambulatory  Surveyors  and  their  fVatermert,  oiv 
the  /2wrr,—- for  the  SxtpermHndant  ^ Ltouperp,  the 
MtKter  huittperSy  and  Ship  Const Mes  \ and  'lifccWiSt 
for  the  Surveyors  upon  the  'Quays,  afid  'the  Ouarcts 
\tnJer  their  direction ; together  with  a solemn  oath  of 
Office,  applicable  to  the  situation  and  functions  of 
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each  class  of  Officers,  (hj  In  a charge  which  was 
also  given  by  the  superintending  Magistrate,  the 
peculiar  duty  of  each  class  was  explained,  with  tl>c 
strongest  injunctions  to  conduct  themselves  with 
purity,  attention,  prudence  and  discretion, — warn- 
ing them  of  the  vigilance  with  which  their  conduct 
would  be  watched,  and  the  infamy  and  disgrace 
which  would,  unquestionably  follow  any  departure 
from  the  line  of  rectitude  they  had  solemnly  sworn 
to  pursue,  in  ease  of  detection,  which  from  the 
aystem  of  Checks  udiich  was  established,  was  render- 
ed unavoidable. 

The  delivery  of  the  first,  and  all  subsequent  Sliijis 
which  have  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Institu- 
tion, commenced  by  pasting  or  nailing  upon  the 
Main-mast,  a primed  paper  in  large  characters,  en- 
titled a Caution  aguinst  Pillagt  and  Plunder j[i)  which 
the  Police  Constables  w'crc  instructed  to  read  aloud 
as  soon  as  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers  were  assembled, 
aod  before  they  began  working.  (^) 

At  first,  the  necessity  of  adopting  these  and  other 
preventive  measures,  and  the  labour  of  examining, 

(h)  See  Affwndix  No.  VI.  for  the  Instructions  to  these  respective 
Officers,  and  the  Oaths  of  Office  administered  to  each. 

(f)  See  Appendix  No.  VII. 

(i)  Some  nxmthi  since,  a gang  of  Lumpers,  after  coming,  on 
board  to  dilcbarge  a Wcst-India  Ship,  quitted  their  employment 
instantly  on  the  appearance  of  the  Police  Officen,  and  on  their 
reading  the  Caution.  The  reason  was  afterwards  discovered ; 
they  went  on  board  for  Plunder,  under  an  impression  that  the  Ship 
was  not  under  the  Police ; hnding  themselves  disappointed,  they 
fcsortcd  to  an  unguarded  Shipw 

instruct- 
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instructing,  and  bringing  into  a state  of  diicipHne  • 
such  a number  of  Officers,  was  excessive.  For  al- 
though the  appointments  were  chiefly  made  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  West-India  Merchants  and 
Ship-Owners,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expected  where,' 
the  applications  were  so  numerous,  that  all  who  were 
employed  could  be  correct  characters.  This  import- 
ant deficiency  was  therefore  to  be  made  up  by  dis-. 
ciplinc,  instruction,  and  supcrintcndance.  It  was 
necessary,  not  only  to  teach  every  man  his  duty 
but  to  establish  those  checks  which  would  secure  the 
performance  of  it.  It  was  a new  experiment  to 
overawe  delinquents,  by  convincing  them  that  in  the 
system  which  was  established,  there  existed  a suffi- 
cient portion  both  of  vigilance  to  detect,  and  of 
strength  and  resolution  to  seize  every  person  detected 
in,  or  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to 
convey  them  instantly  before  the  Magistrate,  whose 
powers  are  well-known  to  every  culprit. 

From  the  constant  perambulation  of  the  Polic* 
Boats,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  with  power  to  seize 
and  apprehend  dclinquentsconvcyingstolcnProperty; 
they  speedily  began  to  see  their  danger.  The  strength 
opposed  to  them  was  systematic  and  regular.  Firm- 
ness and  perseverance  were  the  leading  characterise 
tics  of  the  design.  No  relaxation  of  discipline  could 
be  dispensed  with.  The  duly  assigned  each  indivi- 
dual, must  be  carefully  and  punctually  performed. 
Means  existed  of  immediately  discovering  every 
act  of  inattention  or  neglect.  The  first  was  noticed 

•i  . by 
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by  a severe  reprimand  and  admonition.  The  latter 
by  an  instantaneous  dismission.  It  was  laid  down  as 
a fixed  principle,  that  Immediate  access  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates mightbe  had  wherever  an  occasion  required, 
by  the  lowest  Officer  on  the  cstabnshment.  When  a 
complaint  was  to  be  heard,  a grievance  redressed,  or 
information  to  be  given,  the  party,  without  the  media- 
tion of  any  one, had  full  liberty  of  appl)  ing  to  the  Ma- 
pstrates  who  heard  the  whole  circumstance,  and  such 
orders  were  made  as  the  nature  of  the  ease  required. 

Hence  has  this  new  Establishment  affordod  an 
undeniable  instance,  to  exemplify  the  wonderful 
effect  of  Police  Institution  projH.Tly  systematized. 

The  powers  which  the  Officers  were  known  to 
possess  ; "the  control  under  which  they  acted,  and 
their  immediate  connection  with  Magistrates,  who 
devoted  their  whole  attention  to  the  object, — all 
these  operated  as  a host  against  Criminal  Confedera- 
cies. While  common  Watchmen,  from  their  want 
oT discipline  and. authority,  excited  no  dread,  and 
operated  in  no  respect  to  prevent  the  evil,  these 
Ship-Officers,  acting  under  the  instrnction  of  the 
police  Magistrates,  produced  an  effect  beyond 
was  possible  to  have  been  conceived, — not  only  in  the 
protection  of  the  Commercial  Property,  but  also  m 
the  prcsen'ation  of  his  Majesty’s  Revenue : while  the 
combined  strength  of  the  Establishment  contributed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  general  seenvity  df  Ship- 
ping, and  Commercial  Properly,  against  the  iniqui- 
tous design  of  Incendiaries,  and  the  dangers  of  Con- 
' flaprations. 

CH.\P. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Tlu  immediate  effects  of  the  River  Police  Institution; 
in  the  protection  afforded  to  fVest-Imlia  Property-— 
Exemplified  by  a comparison  of  the  Old  and  New 
System,  in  delivering  the  Cargoes  of  Ships  and  Ves- 
sels with  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  Colonial  Articles. 
— The  unaccountable  conduct  of  a certain  portion  of 
the  Ship  Owners  noticed: — Animadversions  thereon. 
—The  injuries  which  Property  sustained,  by  the  dis- 
position shewn  to  deny  every  countenance  to  the  New 
Police  System  : — The  success  of  the  design  evinced, 
by  its  surmounting  all  difficulties ; — Its  utility  prov- 
ed by  the  honourable  testimony  of  reputable  Ship- 
Masters  in  the  I Vest -India  Trade:  By  the  public 
approbation  of  the  Wharfingers : By  the  Resolution 
of  the  West-  India  Committee  ; and  the  public  testi- 
mony of  the  Body  of  Planters : — A Statement  of 
additional  proofs  of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Institution,  by  the  general  fffect  it  has  pro- 
duced in  over-awing  and  restraining  the  commission 
of  acts  of  Delinquency,  by  those  Classes  of  Aquatic 
Labourers  who  were  formerly  the  chief  Agents  in 
facilitating  the  conveyance  of  Plunder ; and  by  the 
Criminal  Purchasers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  :— 
The  utility  of  the  Institution  also  proved,  by  the 
diminution  of  the  Custom-house  Sales : — By  the 
Punishment  of  about  200  Offenders,  and  by  the 
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general  vigilance  of  the  System,  by  vohich  in  the 
course  of  the  first  Season,  the  Saving  to  the  Indi- 
viduals and  the  Revenue  is  estimated  at  150,000/. 


/Vs  in  Military  Warfare  an  enemy  is  intimidated 
bji  the  power,  strength,  and  superior  position  of  the 
opposing  army,  so  in  the  arrangements  w'hich  are 
formed  for  the  conquest  of  Delinquency,  are  im- 
pression? excited  in  proportion  to  the  apparent 
energy  of  the  design,  and  the  features  of  vigilance, 
w hich  it  exhibits  wherever  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

The  various  and  extended  ramifications  of  a Sys- 
tem, calculated  in  its  nature  to  attack  at  once  the 
•whole  mass  of  Turpitude  which  existed,  and  to  meet 
and  opi>ose  the  hydra  in  all  the  different  forms  which 
it  assumed,  were  contemplated  by  the  enemy  with 
a mixture  of  dread  and  malignity,  which  afterwards 
manifested  itself  by  ebullitions  of  rage  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Conscious  however,  of  the  insults  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  injured  Laws  of  the  Country,  by  a 
course  of  ddinqucncy  unparalleled  in  its  extent  and 
magnitude,  the  conqjiest  became  less  difficult  than 
in  cases  of  Military  Warfare. 

The  various  classes  of  Offenders  perceiving  that 
every  vulnerable  point  was  guarded,  felt  for  once 

the 
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tli«  power  of  the  Law,  when  exercised  under'  the  in- 
fluence of  a well-regulated  Police,  and  appeared} 
resigned  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  their  evil 
pursuits.  The  result  was,_  that  the  River  Tharncs,^ 
from  bcitig  crowded  with  Boats  of  all  dcKJriptions, 
during  the  discharge  of  the  West-India  Fleets,  be- 
came unusually  still  and  quiet. 

The  great  engine  of  the  Preventive  System  was 
-put  immediately  in  a state  of  activity  by  the  de- 
livery of  West-India  Ships,-  (whenever  applications 
were  made,)  through  the  medium  of  sworn  Foremen 
properly  instructed,  and  Registered  Lumpers,  with 
the,  addition  of  Ship  Constables  for  the  protection 
of  the  Cargo,  lx)th  in  the  Ships  and  in  the  Lighten.. 
The  effect  of  this  cannot  be  better  explained  than- 
by  exhibiting  the  following  comparative  View,  be- 
tween the  System  that  prevailed  under  the  old’ 
regimen,  and  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  River 
Police. 


The  Practice  explained  under 
the  Old  System. 

I.  Lumtiu. 

Notwithstandirg  many  ex- 
ctllcnt  regulations  which  have' 
been  made  by  the  West-India 
Merchants,  and  various  expedi- 
ents which  have  been  tried  with- 
in  the  last  fort>'  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  Sys. 
tern  of  working  out  West  India' 
Cargoes, 


The  Practice  explained  under- 
the  Marine  Pokce  System. 

I 

1.  LutiriRi. 

' Although  it  was  no  part  cd 
the  original  Plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  EstabUshmtmt  to  under-' 
take  to  find  labourers  to  unload 
the  cargoes  of  West-India  Ships,  i 
yet  with  a view  to  a'  radi^* 
cure  of  a very  enormous  cvil<  .' 
it  was  afterwards  detenaihed  to 
yz  attach 
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Cargoes,  so  as  to  prcrent  the 
enormous  pillage  and  plunder 
which  took  place,  these  cargoes, 
with  some  few  exception^  hare 
oonrinued  to  be  discharged  under 
contract,  hj  a class  of  men  called 
Master  Lempers,  consisting  of 
publicans  and  persons  of  very 
doubtful  characters,  who,  with 
the  exception  of  five  or  six,  arc 
known  to  hare  betrayed  their 
trust  in  the  most  shameful  man- 
ner, and  to  have  connived  at  the 
most  excessive  plunder,  leaving 
their  gangs,  who  were  generally 
composed  of  the  most  desperate 
and  suspicious  chatacf  ITS,  inmany 
in>tances,  to  rcimliurse  them, 
wives  from  the  plunder  they  ob- 
tained, while  their  employers, 
the  Master  Lumpers,  pocketed, 
in  many  instances,  the  chief  part 
of  the  Lumping  dues  received 
from  the  Ship-Ow'ticn,  and 
hence  it  became  their  interest  to 
connive  at  the  most  shameful 
breakage  of  casks,  and  a great 
sud  unnecessary  expence  in 
cooperage,  which  was  created 
too  often  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording greater  opportunities  to 
the  Liiiapen,  Coopers,  Revenue 
Officers,  and  Watermen;  and  also 
in  many  instances  to  the  Mates 
and  Ships’  Ciews,  to  plunder  the 
Cargo 


attach  to  the  Institution  a de- 
partment for  registering  Lum- 
pers, not  only  with  a view  to 
obtain,  by  degrees,  a class  of 
men  that  were  mote  select,  and 
to  be  able  to  exclude  suspicious 
charaaers,  but  alio  that  in  work- 
ing out  the  ships,  these  Labour- 
ers might  be  more  irarociliately 
under  the  control  of  the  Police 
Establishment.  Accordingly, 
about  eighty  individuals,  capa- 
ble of  aaing  as  Foremen,  and 
about  eight  hundred  of  that  class 
of  men  who  are  accustomed  to 
unload  West-If»dia  Cargoes, 
were  put  upon  the  Registen  of 
the  Office,  and  gangs  were  as- 
signed to  as  many  of  the  Ships, 
as  were  applied  for. 

The  Master  or  Foreman  of 
each  of  these  gangs  was  solemn- 
ly sworn  to  perform  the  peculiar 
duty  assigned  him,  according  to 
his  instruction,  and  particularly 
to  permit  none  of  the  Casks  or 
Pack.vgcs  to  be  wilfully  broken 
— to  prevent  Pillage  and  Plun- 
der, and  to  promote  dispatch  to 
the  utmost  of  hit  power. 

Six  old  Ship  Masters,  who 
were  appointed  River  or  Boat 
Surveyors  under  the  Marine  Po- 
lice  Establishment,  had  each  a 
di vision  of  ships  assigned  them, 
which 
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Cargo  to  a very  great  extent, 
in  proof  of  which  the  most  in- 
contestable evidence  has  been  ad- 
duced, confirmed  by  a multitude 
of  witnesses  who  have  been  exa- 
mined at  dlSereat  times  upon 
oath,  and  who  developed  a scene 
of  systematic  robbery  and  depre- 
dation to  an  extent  almost  beyogd 
credibility ; each  Lumper  carry- 
ing on  shore  two  or  three  times 
a day,  large  (juantities  of  Sugar, 
CoSee,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and 
every  other  portable  article,  and 
this,  independent  of  excessive 
plunder  which  took  place  in  fe- 
veal  ships  during  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  contracts  made 
by  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Of. 
ficers,  with  certain  Receivers, 
who  sent  a class  of  men,  called 
Light-horsemen,  who  were  per- 
mitted, for  a certain  sum  of 
money,  to  plunder  the  hold,  and 
who  have  been  known,  by  means 
of  black  bags,  called  S/aei  strap, 
and  made  for  the  purpose,  (hold, 
ing  each  about  loolb.  of  Sugar) 
to  have  carried  off  to  the  extent 
of  two  or  three  tons  of  Sugar 
each  night,  for  a length  of  time, 
during  the  discharge,  besides 
large  quantities  of  Rum  in  blad- 
ders, as  well  as  Coffee  and  other 
articles.  While,  on  such  occa- 
sions, 


which  they  visited  reguladjr 
while  under  discharge,  twice  in 
the  day,  and  once  during  the 
night.  They  inspected  the 
work  going  fbnvard  in  the  hold 
and  upon  deck,  and  gave  such 
orders  and  directions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  oeconomy  and 
disptch,  and  of  preventing  plun- 
der, as  their  professional  and 
nautical  knowledge  suggested, 
and  they  reported  their  proceed- 
ings every  day  to  the  Magis- 
trates,at  theMarine  Police  Office. 

The  effect  of  this  system  has 
been  wonderful,  and  the  saving 
to  the  Planters,  Merchants, 
Ship-Owners,  and  the  Revenue,  • 
must  have  been  immense. 

No  plunder  whatsoever  could 
possibly  be  obtained  under  the 
system  of  vigilance  which  took 
place.  The  men  were  not  per- 
mitted  to  go  on  shore  during  the 
day,  by  which  a great  inroad  ' 
to  pillage  was  prevented.  The  ^ 
Watermen’s  Boats  which  were  ' 
accustomed  to  hang  upon  the 
bows  and  quarters  of  West. India  ' 
Ships  under  discharge  on  ail  form- 
er occasions,  for  the  purpose  of' 
conveying  plunder  under  the  Old  ■ 
System,  and  the  grapplers' and  • 
draggers  for  old  rojics,  called 
Mudjarks,  who  usually  attended 
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•ions,  the  common  Lumper*  and 
Cooper*,  who  worked  out  the 
ship  in  the  day,  were  permitted 
to  incrcaic  their  pillage  ad  libi- 
tum, a*  a bribe,  to  prevent  them 
from  making  a discovery  of  the 
. nightly  plunder. 


in  the  night  to  assist  in  convey- 
ing plunder,  were  no  longer  to 
be  seen. — In  short,  an  effectual 
check  has  been  given  by  the 
Police,  wherever  it  attached,  to 
the  shocking  depredations  whicla 
heretofore  prevailed. 


II.  CooPEas. 

In  all  instances  where  West- 
India  ships  were  discharging  in 
the  River  Thames,  journeymen 
Coopers  have  shewed  a consi- 
derable predilection  to  be  em- 
ployed. And  as  double,  and 
sometimes  triple,  the  number 
went  on  board  that  was  ac- 
tually necessary,  in  most  instances 
.where  there  was  not  a vigilant 
Captain,  or  an  attentive  Mate, 
the  cxpence  was  greatly  increas- 
edi  since  the  chief  object  of  this 
class  bring  plunder  alone,  they 
created  work  for  themselves, 
(or  the  purpose,  not  only  of  af- 
fording abundant  resources  for 
Tillage,  by  the  spilling*  of  the 
casks,  but  also  to  keep  as  many 
iff*  them  at  possible  on  board, 
that  all  might  share  in  the  booty. 
Xhe  men  generally  had  a boat 
to  themselves,  which  constantly 
hung  upon  the  ship,  and  as  they 
Were  seldom  searched,  iheii  de- 
prcdatloM^ 


II.  Coorus. 

Under  the  Police  System,  the 
journeymen  Coopers,  finding 
tlicmscives  unable  to  carry  on  the 
system  of  Pillage,  which  here- 
tofore prevailed,  not  only  dc. 
manded  higher  wages  of  their 
Masters,  but  it  has  been  disco- 
vered that  where  thrte  or  four 
Coopers  were  formerly  necessary, 
tie  is  now,  in  most  instances, 
sufficient,  and  frequently  even 
this  one  Cooper  has  not  had  em- 
ployment for  half  of  the  day. 
Because,  wherever  the  Police 
System  attaches,  the  casks  are 
not  permitted  to  be  wilfully 
broken,  as  formerly,  and  there 
is  now  no  inducement  to  multi- 
ply unnecessary  hands,  as  there 
is  no  plunder  to  be  obtained: 
hence  a great  uving  in  the 
wages  of  Coopers,  as  well  as  in 
nails,  hoop*,  and  staves,  inde. 
pendent  of  the  gain  that  arises 
from  the  effixtual  check  to  the 
enbrm^ 
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predations,  in  nuny  instances, 
must  hare  gone  to  a great  ex* 
tent. 

III.  WATCtTMBH. 

Since  the  vast  extent  of  the 
Pilbgc  and  Plunder  in  West. In- 
dia ships  has  been  admitted  to 
exist,  and  that  many  of  the  Mates 
and  Revenue-Officers,*  instead 
of  being  checks  on  this  Plunder, 
have,  in  abundance  of  instances, 
been  proved  to  promote  it.  It 
has  been  customary  for  Ship. 
Owners  to  employ  Watchmen 
(composed,  no  doubt,  of  the  best 
men  they  could  select)  to  guard 
the  cargoes  against  the  enormous 
depredations  to  which  they  were 
subject ; and  as  they  were  under- 
stood to  be  upon  duty  alternate. 
Jy  day  and  night,  they  were  ge- 
nerally allowed  4s.  and  5s.  per 
day  : but  it  appears,  although 
these  men  were  employed,  and 
although  they  were  supposed  to 
watch  day  and  night,  the  plun. 
der  went  on  as  before. 

* This  is  by  no  means  meant  to 
convey  a reflection  U|>on  all  Msies 
ai>d  Revenue  Officers,  some  of  whom 
have  certainly  conducted  thenuclves 
with  xreit  int^rity  and  propriety, 
;at>d  luve  proved  themselves  ivotliiy, 
inwall  respects,  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them. 

• If 


enormon  plunder  which  todc 
pbee  through  themediom  of  thk 
class  of  men. 

in.  Watchmsji. 

The  Ship  Constables,  under 
the  Police  System,  arc  composed 
of  men  who  have  not  only  had 
the  best  recommendations,  but 
who  were  preferred,  upon  a full 
investigation  as  to  character, 
ability,  and  fitness  to  execut* 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Each  of  these  Police  Watch* 
men  are  solemnly  sworn  to  exe- 
cute  a cenain  duty,  and  to  fbl* 
low  specific  and  clear  instruc- 
tions which  are  given  them. 
They  are  moreover  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  law ; a^ 
duly  qualified  to  Seize  and  ap- 
prehend an  delinquents,  whidt 
is  already  proved  to  have  had  a 
wonderful  eficct  in  preventing 
depredations.  They  are  reg^ 
larly  surveyed  by  superior  of- 
ficers, both  by  day  and  night, 
who  inspect  into  their  conduit, 
and  report  daily  to  the  Magis- 
trates how  far  they  have  cod- 
ducted  themselves  properly,  arid 
'in  conformity  to  their  instme- 
tions.  And  as  they  derive  their 
authority  from  the  Magistrate 
and  are  accountable  to  them 
‘ • only 
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. If  a Watchman  happened  to 
lx  an  boneat  nun,  who  would 
not  connive  at  any  depredation, 
being  under  the  control  of  the 
Mate,  be  wa*  Knt  to  the  Quays 
in  the  Lighten,  that  nothing 
might  be  communicated  that  was 
going  forward.  But  even  while 
on  board,  these  watchmen  being 
armed  with  no  authority ; having 
no  person  to  control  them,  or  to 
inquire  whether  they  were  faith, 
fill  or  corrupt ; and  being  equal- 
ly well  paid,  without  any  risque 
of  dismission,  whether  they 
acted  properly  or  improperly  ; 
they  naturally  yielded  to  the 
force  of  bad  example  : (and  more 
especially  if  such  an  example 
was  exhibtod  by  their  superior 
0$cci?  op  board :}  and  hence  it 
is,  that  they  have  connived  at 
abuses,  and  that  the  evil  had  not 
diminished. 

Nor  is  it  likely  that  these 
abuses  would  cease,  even  if 
Wajchinen,  giving  Kcurity  for 
fidelity,  were  to  be  employed, 
since  under  the  system  which 
has  heretofore  prevailed,  there 
,arc  no  mearu  of  detecting  men 
.thus employed,  without  any  per- 
son to  control  them  but  those 
who  are  most  likely  to  commit 
. depredations  themselves,  namely, 

the 
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only  for  their  conduct ; and  at 
they  know  they  will  be  narrowly 
W'atched  and  minutely  examined 
how  far  they  have  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  they  stand 
in  a predicament  different  from 
all  other  Watchmen-  They  must 
be  rvrrrrr,  -Li^ilamt,  and  fahh/ml, 
in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  th^ 
have  sworn  to  fulfil,  or  they  not 
only  lose  their  bread,  but  are 
rendered  infamous,  and  are 
punished  in  case  of  any  criminal 
connivance.  No  check  that  cao 
be  devised,  although  strength, 
ened  by  pecuniary  penalties,  or 
even  by  bond  and  surety,  can 
equal  that  which  attaches  to  a 
Marine  Police  Constable ; which 
has  in  the  result,  been  clearly 
evinced  not  oidy  by  the  atten- 
tion  which  has  been  manifested 
in  completely  protecting  the 
Cargoes  of  the  Ships  under  their 
charge  from  plunder ; but  it  ap. 
pears  from  the  facts  which  havf 
been  stated  upon  the  voluntary 
oaths  of  old  Watcluncn,  now 
(on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Merchants)  acting  as  Marina 
Police  Officers,  since  the  dis- 
charge of  tlte  ships  in  whigh  they 
were  stationed,  that  under  the 
the  Old  System,  it  was  impossi- 
blc  for  them  to  prevent  Plunder, 

or 
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the  ship’s  inferior  Officers,  who 
most-  not  be  of&nded,  lest  the 
Mate  should  withhdd  a certi- 
ficate of  good  behaviour,  and 
therebf  occasion  a difficulty  in 
receiving  payment  for  attend- 
ance; and  therefore  it  is  cvi. 
dent,  that  only  those  Watch, 
men  who  act  independently  of 
inferior  Officers,  can  secure 
the  Cargoes  of  West-India 
ships  from  plunder.  This  is 
proved  in  a multitude  of  in- 
stances by  the  affidavits  of  old 
Watchmen,  who  have  heretofore 
been  employed,  and  who  have  as. 
signed  the  most  unanswerable  rea. 
stms  why  they  were  unable  to 
protect  the  property  under  their 
charge,  or  to  prevent  the  exces- 
sive plunder  which  in  many  in. 
stances  took  place, 

IV.  WATCmnN  IN  LtOflTESS 

AND  ON  THE  QuAYS. 

Under  the  Old  System,  it  was 
usual  to  send  a Watchman  to  the 
Quay,  with  the  first  Lighter, 
to  which  he  was  constantly  at. 
tached,  for  such  length  of  time 
at  the  Craft  remained  under  her 
cargo,  (in  some  instances,  per. 
haps,  three  or  four  weeks)  to  do 
■m:bat  tuas  mpeuibU  f«f  anj  man 

/* 


or  to  guard  the  Property  in  many 
instances  from  the  excessive  de- 
predations which  were  commit, 
ted  upon  it,  for  want  of  that 
authority  which  they  now  pos. 
sets ; and  the  assistance  received 
from  the  precautions  taken  by  the 
Marine  Police,  in  causing  a 
primed  paper,  entitled,  « A 
Camtitn  against  Plunder,"  to 
be  nailed  to  the  mast,  warning  all 
persons  of  their  danger  in  case  of 
detection.  That  being  now  armed 
with  the  authority  of  the  law, 
and  assisted  by  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Magis. 
trates  and  Surveyors  ; and  feel- 
ing  morever,  that  they  act^onder 
the  influence  of  a solemn  oath 
to  execute  their  duty  with  fide, 
lity,  they  have  found  no  difficol. 
ty  in  preventing  depredations  oq 
the  cargo. 

IV.  Marine  Police  Watch. 

MEN  IN  THE  LiGHTBRS,  AND 

ON  THE  Quays. 

Under  the  New  Police  system 
a TCty  different  arrangement 
takes  place.  Each  Lighter  is 
loaded  under  the  immediate  eye 
of  the  Pdice  Officen,  and  the 
number  of  Casks  and  Packages 
is  insened  in  a printed  Way. 
Bill,  which  is  carried  by  ' the 
Officer 
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m ffriitw—to  waKh  tht  pro. 
pcnr  and  night  until  the 
Lighttr  wa*  discharged.  And 
bencc  arose  the  exccasire  pluru 
der  which  has  heretofore  taken 
place  both  in  the  Lighters  and 
■pon  the  Quays,  at  the  time 
when  these  Watchineni  if  not 
parties  themselves,  were  either 
asleep  Of  absent,  receiving  high 
wages  for  pefbrniing  a pretended 
doty,  in  many  instances,  whhoot 
any  check  or  control  upon  their 
conduct,  or  any  means  used  by 
which  it  could  be  discovered, 
whether  they  did  their  duty  or 
not.  The  most  infamous  prac- 
tices have  been  generated,  and 
the  most  shocking  instances  of 
carelessness  have  been  maniiest- 
cd  in  oonsequenoc  o('  the  want  of 
that  general  protecting  system 
which  now  prevails  with  respect 
to  these  ships  in  the  West-India 
Trade,  which  are  placed  under 
the  { rotcctiaa  of  the  Police. 

Sugars  and  other  perishable 
articles  have  been  suffered  to  lie 
in  the  open  air  for  weeks  to. 
gethcr,  without  c0Tcrit\g,  and 
without  any  person  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  consignee  of  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  Use  property, 
so  that  great  damage  wm  often 
sustained,  in  addition  to  the  pil- 
lage 


Officer  who  attends  the  Lighter, 
and  delivered  by  him  ao  the 
Marine  Polioe  Gaaids,  who  aae 
in  constant  attendance  i^en  the 
differem  Quays.  The  Marine 
Police  Watchman,  after  taking  a 
receipt  for  the  cargo  of  the 
Lighter,  returns  immediately  tn 
his  ship,  and  the  Quay  Guard 
takes  the  Craft  'ander  his  charge. 

This  Guard  n a distinct  Esta. 
Mishment  under  the  Marine  Po. 
lice.  It  consists  of  Thirty. 
Sworn  Officers  and  three  Sur. 
veyors,  as  checks  upon  their  fide- 
lity. These  Guards  arc  statioit. 
ed'upon  all  the  diffnent  Qnaya 
and  Lightc's,  and  their  distribu- 
tion depends  on  the  number  of 
Lighten  in  each  situation  which 
have  come  from  riiips  discharged 
by  the  Marine  Adicc  Office. 
They  w’atch  coiutantly  day  and 
night.  They  arc  changed  every 
six  hoars,  and  visited  at  difierent 
hours  of  the  day  and  night  by 
their  Surveyors,  as  a check  upon 
their  conduct,  and  for  the  pur- 
pom  of  detecting  acts  of  carrhrtt. 
nets  or  infidelity. 

The  advantages  of  this  ays. 
tem  in  point  of  oconomy  areob. 
vious,  and  with  respect  to  sec^ 
rity  against  Plunder,,  nothing 
can  so  dearly  demonstrate  the 
supa- 
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bgc  which  mast  naatarsHy  be  ex. 
pectcd,  from  an  expgsnre  ibr  tnch 
a length  of  time  to  men  of  the 
most  depraved  chaiacten,  both  by 
night  and  by  day,  and  who  are 
eonstamly  hunting  about  for  thii 
species  of  accessible  plunder,  as  a 
means  of  subsistence : and  hence 
vose  the  losses  which  Lighter, 
men  and  Wharfingers  have  been 
occasionally  compelled  To  make 
good  to  oonsigaees,  and  which 
could  not  fail  to  increase,  if  the 
Marirte  Police  Institution  had 
not  coUateraly  extended  its  pro- 
tection to  this  class  of  men,  as 
weU  as  to  Plantcn,  Merchants, 
and  Ship-Owners. 


rior  benefits  of  the  plan  now 
adopted,  as  the  following  vedtm- 
tary  testimony  of  a respectable 
Wharfinger : — His  words  are 
these,  “ I am  proud  to  say,  I 
" never  saw  the  business  of  the 
QuayacondnctadwithiSonHich 
" ease  and  comfort  as  it  has  been 
« this  Fleet ; I proposed  doii^ 
“ myself  the  honour  to  wait  on 
“ you,  to  acknowledge  the  ntOi. 
“ ty  of  stationad  Constables  on 
*'  each  Wharf,  who  act  with  sndi 
" good  authority,  in  iceeping 
" off  idlers  and  long-apnxuaeo 
“ who  seldom  or  ever  work”. 


This  comparative  view  exhibits,  in  a small  com., 
pass,  the  effect  of  the  System,  wherever  its  protection 
was  permitted  to  extend  to  specific  Ships,  discharged 
under  the  control  of  the  Institution. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits,  derived  by  the  Pro- 
prietors of  West-India  Cargoes,  have  been  rendered 
so  indisputably  clear  and  self-evident ; and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Merchants,  authorised  to  conduct  the 
whole  of  the  general  affairs  of  the  Trade,  have  so 
anxiously  recommended  it  to  Ship-owners  and  Ships’ 
Husbands,  to  place  their  Vessels  in  this  Trade,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Police,  without  any  new  ex- 
pence being  incurred ; it  is  no  less  true  than  sin- 
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gular,  that  the  Owners  of,  at  least,  one-third  of  the 
Shijis,  composing  the  Fleets  which  have  arrived 
since  the  Institution  was  established,  have  not  chosen 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  wliich  it  held 
out.  Hence  it  has  followed,  that  a certain  propor- 
tion of  the  Freighters  and  Consignees  have,,  in  such 
insuinccs,  been  deprived  of  that  immediate  protec- 
tion which  they  had  struggled,  by  their  Gmimittec, 
for  so  long  a pcriorl  to  obtain  ; and  their  Pro- 
perty, for  want  of  Police  Constables,  was  not 
only  exposed  to  pillage  in  the  Ship,  but  unavoid- 
ably deprived  of  the  chain  of  transit  protection 
in  the  Lighters,  and  upon  the  Quays,  which  has 
been  povided  for  the  security  of  such  cargoes  as 
arc  placed  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Institution. 

ITje  System  itself  (as  far  as  human  Institutions 
can  be  complete)  is  competent  in  every  respet  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  property,  wherever  it 
attaches,  as  will  be  shewn  in  the  Sequel  by  irrefra- 
gable proofs. 

It  is  the  indisputable  interest  of  Ship-Owners  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages  upon  two  grounds : 
^rst,  as  a complete  protection  to  the  Tackle,  Apparel, 
Stores  and  Materials  of  their  Ships  : and  secondly,  as 
a security  against  a diminution  of  the  Freight  by  the 
Plunder  of  the  cargo,  since  the  quantum  is  ulti- 
mately ascertained  by  the  w’cight  at  the  King’s 
beam.  (/)  But  such  is  the  mistaken  policy  of  men 

cagw 

(/)  The  following  Js  extracted  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
of  We*t-India  Merchants,  Jonc  *6,  1798  ; 

It 
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eager  in  pursuits  of  wealth  that  aa  evident  benefit 
with  respect  to  the  security  of  property,  (often  of 
great  magnitude,)  is  sacriliced  to.  save  a certain 
trifling  expence ; and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
the  proprietors  of  cargoes  do  not  in  general  expert* 
cnce  that  attention  and  liberality  from  many  Ship* 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  which  they  deserve.  , j 

Hud  the  Marine  Police  Institution  subjected  Ship-* 
Owners  to  any  pecuniary  expence  for  its  support* 
there  might  have  been  some  reason,  (and  even  that 
too  would  have  been  of  a slight  nature,)  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  Westrindia 
Merchants.  But  when  it  is  shewn  that  no  new  ex- 
pence  whatsoever  attaches  to  tliis  class  of  men—* 
That  notbiog^2y»  asked  of  them  by  their  Freighters,, 
the  Wcst-lndia  Merchants,  but  to  substitute  Police 
Constables  in  lieu,  of  the  jold  Watchmen,  iwhich  the 
usage  of  the,. Port  had  fixed,  as  an  expcnce  on  the 
Ship-Owners. — ^That  the  request  thus  made  wag 
not  only  with  a' view  to  the  compliance  with  a moral 
obligation  on  ^tho  part  of  Ship-Owners  to  do  their 

“ It  is  with  pcculur  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  then-  ^ 
" pelves  enabled  to  state  that  the  expcnce  of  Lumping  out  a Ship 
•*  under  the  New  System  will  probably  not  exceed  the  arcragr  • 

amount  paid  for  Lumpen  and  Watchmen. — The  whole  of  tlte 
**  freight  on  the  quantity  of  produce  usually  plundered,  will  there.. 
**  tore  be  a dear  profit  to  the  Ship;  and  estimating  this  Depreda- 
**  tion  at  the  very  low  rate  of  one^quarter  of  a cwt.  Sugar  per  hogs-  ' 
« head,  it  it  obvious  that  the  saving  to  Ship-Owners  in  the  Port  of  , 
**  London  only,  will  in  one  year,  amount  to  ,^.10,000,  on  the 
« tingle  article  of  Sugar  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchan. 

« disc." . ..... 
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utmo§t  for  the  porpose  of  protecting  the  property  of 
the  Freighters;  but  also  to  promote  tl>eir  own  im- 
mediate interest,  as  has  actually  been  shewn,  by  an 
increase  of  Freight,  and  the  security  of  the  Tackle, 
Apparel,  and  Stores  of  their  Ships  from  Plunder. — 
It  will  appear  almost  incredible  that  an  Institution 
originating  in  principles  so  admirably  calculated  to 
extend  benefits  to  a class  of  men,  who  bad  long 
complained  loudly  of  the  injuries  they  were  suffering 
by  Pillage  and  River  Piracy,  should  not  have  rcccivetl 
the  utmost  countenance  and  protection. — But  wheit 
it  is  further  Mated,  that  the  origin^  Projector  of  the 
design  not  only  labenirrd  himself  graUutoiuly,  but 
exhibited  in  the  arrangements,  (as  has  already  been 
shown,)  (m) which  he  established,  aSyMetn  of  oeeonomy 
evincing  in  the  actual  expenditure  tlie  same  minute 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  Public,  as  if  the  whole 
had  been  a private  concern  of  his  own,  (a)  it  would 

(«•]  Cap.  IV.  page  1J9,  &c. 

(»]  Exicmire  and  numerous  as  the  Establishment  appears,  and  im- 
ponam  and  beneficial,  in  a commercial,  financial,  end  moral  point  of 
view,  as  the  advantages  are  proved  to  have  been  which  have  resulted 
from  the  System  ; althoegh  these  arc  the  strongest  reasons  to  bdieve 
that  in  the  West- India  Importation  also,  the  Propricton  of  Cargoes 
have  saved  too,ooof.  and  the  Revenue  50,000! ; yet  the  whole 
current  expence  for  twelve  montlu,  exclusive  of  the  first  cxpence  of 
the  House  Furniture,  Arms,  8cc.  has  been  defrayed  as  follows : 

itt.  By  advances  fiom  the  Treamrer  of  the  West- 

India  Committee  . .....  £‘19^6  9 f 

ad.  By  advances  frooi  Govemmenc  ....  1350  o • 


Total  V . 


£>h^9^  9 f 
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toem  that  a de^gn  thus  formed  and  conducted,  wooH 
have  experienced  the  universal  support  of  evezy  rlngy 
of  men,  concerned  in  Shipping  and  Navigation. 

It  waa  however,  speedily  disco\’ered,  that  this  ' 
Institution  had  more  to  struggle  with  than  the  mere 
Delinquency  upon  the  River,  extensive  and  alamang 
as  that  appeared  to  be.  There  were  secret  sjwmga 
which  operated  powerfully  in  exciting  the  most  un- 
just and  unfounded  prejudices.  Not  a.  few  of  the 
old  Master  Lumpers,  whose  ill-gotten  gain  had 
perhaps,  enabled  them  to  afford  pecuniary  and  other 
facilities*  to  some  Ship-Masters,  and  Subordinates  in 
the  Counting  Houses  of  the  Merchants,  appeared  to 
have  a certain  degree  of  influence  in  exciting  cla- 
mour, and  in  raising  difficulties.  Men  who  had  long 
profited  by  Contracts  for  the  Delivery  of  Ships,  which 

the  West-India  Merchants  had  declared  in  their 

> • 

Public  Report,  (o)  “ To  he  ruinous  and  destructive 
to  the  Port  of  London,"  could  not  easily  relinquish  a 
position  which  had  been  so  extremely  productive  of 
money  arising  from  the  infamous  System  of  Pillage, 
at  which  they  had  connived. 

The  laudable  attempts  therefore,  which  were  made  ' 
by  the  Body  of  the  West-India  Merchants,  to  have 
their  Cargoes  discharged  by  means  of  Lumper^ 
under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Police  Insti-* 
tution,(p)  were,  in  some  measure,  defeated  by  the 

intrigues 

(«)  See  Appendix  V. 

(^)  On  the  arrival  of  the  first  Fleet,  after  the  Establbhment  of 
the  Marine  Police  Institution,  in  addition  to  the  Public  Report  of 

the 
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intrigues  of  not  a few  of  those  whose  improper  con- 
duct bad  rendered  these  Resolutions  necessar)’. 
Sliip-Masters  were  assailed  imuiediatcly  on  their 
arrival,  and  the  strongest  prejudices  were  attempted 
to  be  excited  against  that  Department  (r)  of  the  In- 
stitution, which  had  been  planned  and  recommended 
by  tbc  Merchants  themselves. 

The  object  of  these  intrigues  was  to  induce  Ship- 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  to  adhere  to  the  Old  Sys- 
tem, partly  from  parsimonious  views  in  being  eased 
of  the  expence  of  Police  Watchmen,  and  perhaps^ 
in  some  instances,  from  motivesef  influence  arising 
from  certain  facilities  which  the  PoHcc  System  did 
not  hold  out. 

the'Gxnmittce  of  the  Wcsulndia  Merdunti,  tbc  fdlowtng  Reto. 
lution  of  a General  Meeting,  bearing  date  the  26th  of  June  1798* 
wat  Very  generally  drculatcd  among  all  Ship-Owners  and  Ships* 
Husbands,  &c. 

“ Resolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Owners  and  Husbands  of 
Ships,  and  to  their  Agents,  to  have  their  Cargoes  diKharged  at  this 
Port,  by  means  of  Lumpers,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine 
Police  Office,  No.  259,  Wapping  New  Stairs : and  that  the  Caf>- 
tains  of  all  West-India  Ships  be  instructed  by  the  Owners,  tcc.  to 
grsnt  an  order  on  the  Ship’s  Husband  or  Agents,  for  the  amount  of 
the  Dues  for  discharging  their  respective  Cargoes : such  order  to  be 
given  to  the  Clerk,  authorised  by  the  Marine  Police,  to  receive  the 
said  Dues,  according  to  the  Rates,  which  have  been  settled  by  this 
Meeting,  and  which  will  be  produced  by  the  Clerit  of  the  said 
MariiK  Police  Office.” 

(r)  The  Department  for  working  out  Ships  by  iwom  Foremen 
and  registered  Lumpers. 

6 The 
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‘ The  result  was,  that  in  many  cases  where  the  re- 
commendation of  the  West-India  Merchants  was 
disregarded,  the  Cargo  became  exposed  to  Pillage,  to 
a certain  extent,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the 
Lighters,  and  also  upon  the  Quays,  inasmuch  as  the 
West-India  Produce,  in  this  situation,  was  unavoid- 
ably deprived,  not  only  of  the  benefit  of  the  nautical 
Surveyors,  in  superintending  the  discharge,  and 
controling  the  Ship  Constables,  but  the  Chain  of* 
Security,  which  had  been  devised  by  watching  the 
Property  in,  and  from  the  Ship  to  the  Quays,  and 
until  it  was  deposited  in  the  Warehouses,  could 
only  apply  to  Cargoes  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

Under  these  mortifying  circumstances,  which,  in. 
spite  of  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Merchants, 
operated  so  powerfully  in  defeating  in  part  the  great 
preventive  System  which  had  been  devised,  there  was 
no  alternative,  but  to  double  the  exertions  of  the 
Police  in  detecting  the  OtFences,  which  were  thus 
generated;  since  no  power  existed  to  enforce  the 
means  of  Prevention,  which  had  operated  so  favour- 
ably in  all  instances  where  it  applied. 

Accordingly  by  the  vigilatice  of  the  Police  Sur- 
veyors upon  the  River,  instances  frequently  occurred 
where  Lumpers  and  others  were  detected  with 
Sugars,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  stolen  from  un- 
protected Ships,  who,  but  for  this  circumstance, 
might  have  been  kept  honest;  and  it  must  be 
lamented  by  those  of  humane  feelings,  that  the 

Q want 
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at  tike  Pi'g.tcatlic  Sfttcm  has 
«kid>  o(bcr-> 


Tbe  mi^fDet  at  the  la 

fmvaaeat  okr?;nirg 

Uowrter  ccxuui  a »,  tkx  Okaes  caaaot,  br  any 
fc<T>  eoamvxr  .r.  tecnrireh  prevemed,  k is  dear 
to  <Vww»*<iai.'cg.  r''OD  tix  sr..TrWul  eipenmeot 
vbirb  hm  been  mace,  ibac  it  is  pocticakk  br  appo- 
HBc  Ri  conrctlj  rucctcd.  to  dkninrsh  tbeai 

ia  such  m 6e^c  as  to  soctxrc  tbc  CosanauetT,  m a 
great  tnemme.  troo  their  contrcioeacta^ 

Under  all  tbe  eTsbamv''TiciHS  abich  have  been  de- 
taiied^  and  in  spite  at  the  hidden  oppoiitioD  and  in- 
trienes.  which  apeated  ihran^  tbe  medium  of  those 
who  had  prtMitrd  to  a great  ctsent  br  this  species  of 
K jhberr  and  Ftandcr,  the  perscvcsaace  and  hrmoex, 
which  weie  tnan  the  tirsi  metaem  leadii^  teaturcs 
of  the  SvsienL.  osercaiae  laB'.T  diincwkies.  The  in- 
joBCtiom  of  the  two  Boards  at  Cnstocns  and  Eicisc, 
bv  degrees  operated  io  sdeociog  tbe  ciatoour  and  rage 
of  the  lower  order  of  Rcrenoc  Oiacers,  which  was  so 
pecoKaHy  coosp'enous  at  tbc  cammcDcetncm  of  tbe 
Irstitntion,  as  not  only  to  cxdie  notice,  but  to  dc- 
monr.raie,  that  tbe  prmary  object  wkb  too  many  of 
them,  was  not  a takhfol  discharge  of  tbeir  duty. 
Had  this  been  tkek  otry  con>kfeatiuD,  tbcie  coold 
erkt  no  raose  of  ih^am.'sciXKi,  >ince  tbe  severest 
Voni^hmeat  that  cuu.'d  be  legally  iniliued,  mas  held 
6 out 
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ont  in  terrwem  to  all  PoKce  < €k>n^ables,  who  should) 
presume  to  interfere  with  them,  or  ofier  them  any 
insult  in  the  feir  execution  of  their  duty._  On  the< 
contrary,  they  were  strictly  injoined  to  afford  every 
assistance,  and  on  all  occasions  to  conduct  them- 
selves towards  them  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
civility,  under  pain  of  immediate  dismission. 

But  above  all,  the  Commercial  Body  trading  td 
the  Uiver  Thames,  is  eminently  indebted  to  the 
nniibnn  countenance  anti  protection  afforded  to  this 
Institution,  by  his  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  the  Home  Department,  (n)  whose  character- 
istic patriotism,  stimulated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  do. 
good,  protluccd  the  most  beneffeial  effects  in  the 
steady  and  uniform  support,  which  he  afforded  as 
chief  Magistrate  of  the  Police ; and  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed,  (and  still  bestows,)  in  promoting 
whatever  contributes  to  the  efficacy,  and  genera) 
utility  of  this  design. 

Aided  by  the  condescending  influence  of  such 
high  authority,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
engaged  in  a pursuit  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Community,  those  in  the  immediate  dircctiou 
felt  encouraged  to  persevere  under  many  accumu- 
lated difficulties,  and  the  consequences  were  favour- 
able in  the  highest  degree  to  the  cause  of  Public 
Morals,  and  the  security  of  Commercial  Property. 

- The  eyes  of  many  of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
Ship-masters,  were  at  length  opened  to  the  utility 

j»)  His  Grace  the  Drike  of  Portland. 
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of  the  design  ; and  after  its  effects  were  fully  under- 
stcxxl,  they  bore  the  most  honourable  testimony  of 
the  benctits  they  had  derived  from  it.  (y) 

The 

(jj  Ce&TIFICATB. — SignrJ  bj  fifty-tnt  reftitable 

traJin^  to  the  Port  of  London. — October  1 7^8. 

W t,  the  undersigned  Os  nen  and  Masters  o4'  Ships  in  the  West- 
India  Trade,  dec.  having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  Plan  of 
the  Marine  Police  Institution,  for  protecting  the  Propeny  of  the 
Pbnters  and  Merchants  on  board  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  Ri\-er 
Thames,  artd  for  discharging  the  said  Vessels  under  the  inspection 
of  s'.vom  Officers  controled  by  the  Institution,  and  also  under  the 
su(>erintendancc  of  Surveyon  of  reputable  character,  who  have  been 
Masten  of  Vessels;  and  having  each  of  us  experienced  the  good 
eflfrets  of  this  Institution  in  the  diKharge  of  Vessels  under  our 
respretive  commands,  lately  arrived  from  the  West- Indies,  not 
only  In  regard  to  Pillage  and  Plunder,  which  it  was  formerly  next 
to  an  im^iossibility  to  prevent,  but  also  the  great  care  taken  in 
regard  to  unstowing  the  Cargoes,  which  it  is  well  known  have 
been  wilfully  broken,  notwithstanding  our  utmost  exertions  to  pre- 
vent the  same,  both  by  Lumpers  and  even  Coopers  themselves: 

Wc  feel  it  a duty  we  owe  to  the  Merchants,  Planters,  and  others 
trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  and  the  Public  at  brge,  in  express- 
ing our  approbation  and  satisfaction  of  the  Marine  Police  Institu- 
tion, as  a system  which  appears  to  us  from  actual  observation,  to  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  Mercantile  Interest  as  well  as  the 
Revenue,  both  of  which  have  suffered  beyond  conception,  by  the 
excessive  pillage  and  plunder  which  formerly  prevailed  in  spite  of 
every  cffiirt  hitherto  made  use  of  to  prevent  the  same ; and  nothing, 
in  our  opinion,  could  have  operated  so  strr>ngly  as  a check  to  the 
evil  that  prevailed  in  every  department  of  the  Lumping  line,  where 
the  advantages  are  obvious,  in  having  the  Propeny  protected  by 
Constables  scM  onboard,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  Law,  to 
seise  and  apprehend  every  Delinquent  daring  enough  to  attempt 
any  pillage  or  plunder ; the  Surveyors  over  those  sec  that  they  con- 
stantly perform  their  duty,  and  we  find  that  if  any  neglect  takes 
place,  on  a representatioo  of  their  superior  Officers  to  tlie  Magis- 
*ratcs,  they  are  immediately  dismissed. 

In  testimony  therefore  of  our  full  approbation  of  an  Institution 

already 
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The  Botiy  of  the  Wharfingers,  equally  iniprCss^ 
with  a sense  of  the  advantages  which  they  found  to 
arise  from  the  link,  in  the  general  chain  of  protec- 
tion, which  extended  to  the  Quays,  testified  their 
highest  approbation  of  the  Establishment,  (r) 

Nor  were  the  scntiinents  of  the  West-India  Com- 
mittee, who  were  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  benefits  which  arose  from  this  Institution,  less 
decided  than  those  who  preceded  them.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  the  dose  of  the  season,  when  the 
Fleets  had  mostly  arrived,  and  a clear  estimate  could 
be  formed  of  the  effect  of  the  System,  that  respectable 
Body  added  their  testimony,  not  only  with  respect 


already  proved  to  be  useful,  and  from  which  greater  advantage 
still  may  be  expected,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  and 
also  the  names  of  the  Ships  we  respectively  command,  and  likewise 
the  date  of  our  respective  signatures. 

(»•)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Edward  Ogle,  Etq.  Chairman  of 
the  Body  of  Wharfingers,  at  a General  Meeting : to  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Office. — City  Chamiers, 
December  1%,  1798. 

“ In  compliance  with  your  request,  I have  had  the  honour  of 
“ laying  your  Letter  of  the  atst  Ult.  containing  certain  queries 
“ as  to  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  before  a 
“ numerous  meeting  of  the  Wharfingers  of  the  Legal  Quays,  held 
at  Batson’s  Coffee-house,  for  that  puqwse  : and  1 have  the  satis- 
“ faction  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  qnnion  of  the 
“ meeting,  that  the  establishment  merited  every  encomium  that 
could  be  bestowed  ujwn  it,  for  the  various  and  extended  advan- 
“ uges  derived  fr&m  it  to  the  trade  of  the  Port ; and  they 
“ requested  me  further  to  inform  you,  that  tliey  feel  themsdves 
bound  in  honour,  whenever  called  upon,  to’  bear  ^testimony 
thereto."  •: 

to 
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'Of* 

f/,  arKar.uge*  <kmed  U the  Tfadc  in 
p>m  U X\<rj  wrn:  inieresiod,  but  ate,  by  the  Port  of 
in  general ; and  Iike«ise  bv  the  Public  at 
in  ilie  benefits  which  resulted  to  his  Majesty’s 

Ufffuttr.,  (t) 

7 hr«r  <hi<;urncnU,  evincing  the  favourable  opinion 
ft(  I hr  Public  Ikxlies,  who,  from  their  peculiar  situa- 
llnn*.  werebrM  (|iialif>cdto  make  comparisons  between 
fhr  «(Mln  of  iiMirsIs  among  the  labouring  Class,  and 
«|«o  (hr  rvleiit  of  the  delinquency,  as  it  applied  to 
Wt  oi  liidiii  Pft>|)crty,  before  and  after  the  operations 
hf  till*  Mm  MIC  Police,  have  been  since  confirmed  by 
tltt-  l<M«|y  of  Wril'Imiia  Planters;  who,  after  a full 
Ifivi  »hj<f»tioM  of  llir  nature  and  effect  of  the  remedies 
widefi  lirtil  bmi  Npiillcd,  for  the  puqxjse  of  removtug 
tiu  t-til,  which  had  xTry  Kmg  been  felt  as  a serious 
(tfM  .mc,  imtl  in  the  Mipprcsslon  of  which,  they  were 
tnimt  ol  nil  intcrr.Mi\l.  atklcd  their  testimony  of 

|.|  i‘  * #•  .-i»-  rm-m  *w  »**  H^fst-txdta  Mcrebanti, 

ft  ■!»  - ‘tt  ifU  at  sif  Marine 

K*»<)nu>, 

*I  h.ic  ih;»  c'oamnrtTf  • e dr^V  .ftggd  with  a high  tense 
nl  the  tiuguLr  airarc:gt%  *:  **Y*''*^  ^ resulted  to  the 

taHitnKixv  ol  the  Pisn  vC  Lx^n.-c  -st  pereral.  bet  pnicularly  to 
llie  \N\»t  IikIm  Hiittets  ijc  M:.v>ir:s  f :Ve  protection  afforded 
10  ihvit  IVyenj , by  the  eit-rxw  ee  the  Ver  Police  Institutioti, 
oa  well  ••  by  the  gentrj  tsTTeci  actbKsised  ibr  the  petrention  of 
»iid  Plunder,  arUir^  oat  rf  tbc  tacassm  for  deiectiotif 
iHtittied  by  the  Magi,:r.:es  presilirg  at  :bt  NIatiae  Police  Office, 
by  wl(l(,h  III  the  ,itf  this  Cooswssxe,  great  ndextensive 

|M>ii*ai«  Ii4\  V « hi  iTtulied  to  h:i  M.-  estr's  Rr'reaac. 

a approbation. 
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by  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  Author  of 
the  design.  (/)  ^ ' 

In  acUlition  to  these  proofs  of  the  conviction,  of 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  prevention  of  ike 

f 

Plunder  of  West-India  Property,  of  the  utility  of  the 

Marine  Police  System,  may  be  added  the  general 

Testimony  of  those  who  have  had  access,, to  know 

precisely  the  nature  of  tlic  Protection  afrbrdcd  to 

, West-India  Property,  before  atid  since  the  Establisb- 

incnt  of  this  Institution. 

- » / ' 

In  the  Ships,  during  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes, 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Police,  none  of  those  in- 
famous transactions  with  licceivers  have  been  suf- 
fered, whereby  excessive  Pillage  took  place  in  the 
aight,  by  means  of  a previous  understanding  with 

(l)  Extract  from  the  MnitUtt  ef  a General  Meetiug  tf  the  If'cit- 
Ind'ta  Planters,  held  by  Public  Advertisement,  at  Wright's 
Caffec-hottse,  Saha  Square,  Lartdan,  June  I 1 799  — <The 
Right  IIoH.  Lard  Peurbjm  in  the  Chair,  * 

USOLVBP, 

That  Lord  Penrhyn  be  requested  to  communicate  the  thanks  of 
this  Meeting  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  perst. 
verance  with  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  form  an  cfiectual  check 
to  the  «yitem  of  Depredation,  which  prevailed  on  the  River 
Tbamea. 

t*  ' 

i 

Copy  af  a Nate  /ram  the  Right  Han.  Lard  Pekrfyn  ta  Patrick 
Calqnboun,  Esq, 

Lord  Pcorhytt  prcients  his  complimmts  to  Mr  Colquhoun,  ai^d 
has  the  honour  of  transmitting  him  the  enclosed  Resolution.  ^ 
Lord  Penrhyn  feels  a very  particular  satisfaction,  irt  cbnveyhlg 
the  sentiments  of  the  Meeting,  and  their  apptpbatian  of 'Mr. 
Colquhoun’*  plan.  . . , ^ ‘ . t 

the 
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the  Males  and  Revenue  OfRcers ; while  the  Lunn- 
pers,  Coopers,  and  all  others  on  board,  were  effec- 
tually prevented  by  the  terror  which  the  System  ex- 
cited, and  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Officers,  acting 
under  control  of  the  Surveyors,  and  the  risque  of  de- 
tection by  the  House-Constables  on  shore. 

The  Watermen  were  no  longer  observed  hanging 
about  Ships  during  their  discharge,  nor  were  the 
MuJLrks  to  be  seen,  as  formerly,  surrounding  them 
at  low  water.  It  now  ceased  to  be  an  object  with 
both,  since  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 

Not  a few  of  the  Journeymen  Lightermen,  finding 
no  advantage  could  be  obtained  by  forming  connec- 
tions with  persons  on  board  of  Wc.st-India  Ships,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  concealing  Plunder  in 
the  Fore-scutUe,  seldom  attended  until  called  upon 
to  remove  their  Craft  to  the  Quays ; and  they  were 
equally  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  renew  their 
former  practices  by  pillaging  the  goods  in  their  pas- 
sage to  the  Qira)s,  as  a Police  Constable  uniformly 
attended  and  remained  in,  until  the  goods  were 
placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Quay  Guard. 

I'he  Scuffle- Hunters  and  Long-upron-Men  upon 
the  Wharfs,  were  equally  unsuccessful  in  their  at- 
tempts to  obtain  Pillage  after  the  goods  were  landed, 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  Guards  upon  the  dift'erent 
Qu.nys;  while  the  Labourers  in  the  Warehouses  re- 
ceived a severe  check  from  the  vigilant  eye,  which 
was  kept  upon  the  well-known  Receivers,  by  the 
Land  Constables,  and  the  detection  of  Offenders,  in 
• ;»iil  1 the 
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the  transit  of  the  booty,  and  also  by  the  Pros^utions 
and  Punishments  which  afterwards  followed.  ■ T 
As  a further  proof  of  the  efftet  of  the  System, 
many  of  these  Receivers  have  moved  : and 
the  River  is  no  longer  infested  by  Ught- Horsemen 
or  Hunderers  of  West-India  Ships  during  the 
night. 

The  Sales  at  the  Customhouse,  when  compered 
with  former  years,  demonstrated  that  the  quantity  of 
Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  West-India  Commodities^ 
seized  from  Plunderers  of  every  description  upon  the 
River,  from  being  extensive,  in  former  years,  was 
greatly  reduced  during  the  period  of  the  operation 
of  the  Preventive  System : («)  and  had  it  fortu^ 
nately  extended  to  all  the  Ships  that  arrived,  litde 
doubt  can  ‘ be  entertained  of  the  Depredations  on 
West-India  Property  being  almost  completely  eradi^ 
cated.  > • ■ ■ ...  • .• 

' V ■ i 

Sugar.  Coffn. 

(«)  Customhouse  Sales  for  the  yenr,  previous  ' ' ‘ 

to  the  EttaMUhment  of  the  Marine  Ib.  tb.< 

, Police  - 28,446  ,.|J3fS77 

Sales  for  the  year,  after  the  Establish, 
tnent  of  the  Marine  Police  ...  9,370  3,716 

Eadoction  of  Seizutea  • 1 - , 19,076  ^ 9^4 


It  is  believed,  that  upon  minote  inquityi  it  will  turn  out  fa 
point 'of  fact,,  that  little  or  no  Sugar  or  Coffee  wa&aeizcd,  in  tlie 
possessioo  of  Thieves,  during  the  year  ending  in  March  1799,  and 
that  the  Sales  were  chiefly  composed  of  private  adventures  seized  in 
' the  Shipa^  apd  not  of  Plunder  at  on  fomcr  occationt,  ’ "* 

: Tho 


ov 


^ ' 


> The  Cortdaetors  of ' thi$  dea^'  £pbling 
liowevcrj  the' daimere  wbiob  >0»ighi  «ri«e  irom  th« 
)Rrant  M'  th«t  direct  an(i>  immediate:  Proteotioa  of 
Irhtch  the  Proprietors  of  the  Cai^f^ocs,  >vho  were  to 
be  the  Sufferers,  «'cre  ia  most  iosuiaces  j|§[tioriuit, 
tesplo)'e(l  every  means  ihbt  oonld  be  doviaed  for  tW 
purpose  of  watching  these  unprotected  Ships,  wkii-a 
kriev  to  the  detection  of  Pkindercrs  during  the 
bight,  and  of  searching  the  chief  part  of  the  Lorn- 
peia,  on  leaving  the  unprotboted  iShips  where  they 
lidere  casployed  as  Labourers ; aad.il.  n beheved  tlie 
^tef  port  waa  detected,  since  noarly  two  hundred 
were  ckber  imprisoned  or  fined  for.  small  Offences, 
while  fburteen  have  been  put  upon  thotr  Trial  for 
hi^cr  Crimes^  of  which  number,  it*is  to  be  la* 
messed,  that  it  became  necessary  to  make  some 
dtvate  examples : which,  when  juitied  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  System,  no  doubt,  operated 
powerfully  os  a collateral  check  wherever  the 
recommendations  of  the  Merchants  could  not  be 
carried  into  effect,  by  the  more  immediate  pro* 
tectibn  of  Constables;  and  however  much  it  is  to 
4:>e  .regretted,  that  any  part  of  the  Property  of 
-the  Owners  of  West-India  Cargoes  should  have  been 
Wt  all  exposed  to  danger,  while  tbo  means  of  Pre- 
vention existed  ; yet  upon  the  whole,  although  the 

. (Act  can  never  be  accurately  ascertained,  there  are 
'dtrong  grounds  to  bdieve,  that  the  aggregate  Plun- 
j^cr  of  West-India  Produce  on  the  River  Thames, 
«s  it  applies  to  the  Importatioo  from  July  1796,  to 
ii-l  March 
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.March  1799,  (x)  does  not  amount' to  One-jiftieih 
fart  of  the  loss  that  was  susta'mrd  in  former  years,  and 
that  the  Saving  to  the  Proprietors  must  of  course 
•have  considerably  exceeded  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Founds  a year  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  Cotton,  Cocoa,  /V- 
mento,  Ginger,  and  other  articles,  Vfhiie  the  Revenue 
must  have  gained  also  a very  large  Sunu  » 


,{x)  In^rertadipnef  Sugar  and  Ram,  foom  the  Wosuln^  lal^nds, 
tc.  ao  the  Port  of  London,  from  the  3d  of  July  1598  to  the  of 

•%:M  _ _t - ’ 


March  1 799 : 

‘ * • J 

: Skf/s, 

C^tii  Jtam, 

Jamaica 

, . >64 

, 72,208 

. J7.959 

Antigua 

>4 

5,25* 

7'S 

St.  Kitts 

H 

«.*37 

• 75^- 

Barbados 

17  ~ . 

..  7»96«  .. 

' 

Granada 

18 

d,8o6 

4^3 

Montserrat 

6 

*>742  ■. 

568 

* Nevis 

4 

418 

Dominica 

*4 

4.'J» 

...  , 400 

Su  Vincentt 

»6 

*0,147  . 

908 

7'ortola 

3 

7?9 

109 

■ ' Bermuda 

I 

171 

0 

Sundry  PLices 

108 

33.35* 

2,271 

Total 

3S9 

«5'o'76 

24,^11 

■■ 

• 

• 

. , % . 
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C II  A P.  VI. 

The  ‘Effects  produced  ly  the  collateral  Influence  of  the 
Police  System  in  guarding,  in  a certain  degree,  other 
Branches  of  Trade,  besides  that  of  the  IPest- Indies 
from  Depredation,  particularly  the  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, and  Stores,  of  all  Ships  and  f^essels  in  the 
River : — In  the  Utility  of  the  Design  to  the  East- 
’’ India  Compary  : — To  the  American  and  Hamburgh 
filer  chants,  evinced  by  the  public  Testimony  of  Ship- 
Alas  ters  in  these  Trades: — To  the  Canada  Trade: — 
The  Russian  Merchants  : — The  Importers  of  Tim- 
ber and  Grain,  fVines,  Brandies,  Fruits,  &c. — 
And  to  the  Coasting  and  Coal  Trade : — In  the 
Protection  afforded  to  ouKvard-bound  Cargoes : — 
77ie  Security  shctvn  to  be  incomplete,  inasmuch  as 
the  chief  attention  of  the  Police,  and  the  Force  it  em- 
pto\s  is  principally  confined  to  the  Protection  of 
fJ'cst- India  Property. — 'The  General  Extension  of 
the  Design  highly  desireable. 


A.LTHOUGH  the  Preventive  System,  as  having  ori- 
ginated witij  the  Body  of  West- India  Merchants 
w'ns  of  course,  in  a great  measure,  confined  to  the 
Protection  of  this  species  of  Commercial  Property, 
yet  the  general  influence  of  the  design  extended 

collateraiy 
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collateraly  to  all  Branches  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 
in  the  River  Thames  : and  it  was  only  because  the. 
Civil  Force  w-as  insufficient,  and  that  the  System 
did  not  admit  of  arrangements,  calculated  to  com- 
pass the  general  Protection  of  the  Port,  that  some. 
Depredations  continued  to  be  committed. 

Limited  however,  as  it  has  been,  both  with  re- 
spect to  pecuniary  Resources,  and  a competent  num- 
ber of  Boats  and  Assistants,  to  overawe  and  detect 
Offenders  in  every  part  of  a wide-extended  River, 
and  still  more  so  on  the  numerous  Wharfs  and 
Quays,  from  whence  the  Police  Guards  were  with- 
drawn as  soon  as  the  West-India  Cargoes,  under 
their  charge,  were  in  a state  of  Security;  certain  it  is, 
that  the  regular  Perambulation  of  the  Poliee  Boats, 
in  their  daily  and  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River  (few 
as  their  numbers  comparatively  were)  produced  a, 
very  important  effect  in  preventing  those  Depreda- 
tions of  River  Pirates,  upon  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  and 
Stores,  of  unprotected  Ships,  to  which  they  had  on< 
former  occasions,  been  exposed  ; and  by  which  out-' 
rages  considerable  losses  were  sustained. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  advantages  which 
Ship  and  Craft  Owners  have  received  from  the  Esta-' 
blishment,  and  the  operation  of  this  Design,  since  it 
appears  upon  the  Records  of  the  Institution,  that -In 
Snow-Storms,  and  severe  Weather,  when  Vessels 
drifted  from  their  Moorings,  and  when  only  the  Po-‘ 
lice  Boats  attempted  to  go  upon  the  Riverj  thp  oau-, 
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ttcal  skill  and  labour  of  the  Surveyors  and  Boat  OfR- 
ccrs  have  been  zealously  excited  in  sanng  both  Ship- 
ping and  Craft,  which  would  probably  otherwise  have 
been  lost,(y)  if  such  limcly  assistance  had  not  been 
afforded. 

To  the  Shipping  and  Craft  in  general,  this  Fnsti- 
Uition  has  afforded  a security  which  cannot  suffici- 
ently be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  great  Pro- 
perty at  hazard  in  the  River  Thames,  in  times  like 
the  present,  when  the  Crews  cannot  be  kept  on 
b(5ard,  and  when,  besides  the  damages  arising  from 
tempestuous  weather,  a still  greater  calamity  was  at 
one  period  to  be  apprehended  fiom  conflagration, 
contemplated  by  incendiaries,  whose  diabolical  de- 
signs, it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  been  fi'ustrated  by  thn 
vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police,  and  the  terror  which 
the  hazard  of  detection  must  have  occasioned,  frona 

\j)  In  the  night  of  the  ltd  of  October  1798,  the  Brig  Tyger 
wsa  diacovered  drifting,  and  in  a situation  of  great  danger,  froa> 
which  the  wai  rescued  by  two  of  the  Police  Survc}'ors.  On  the 
30th  of  January  1799,  the  American  Ship  Amiable  was,  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  discovered  by  the  Police  Surveyors,  to  be 
in  a very  perilona  aituation,  in  a Snowstorm,  hnving  drifted  ikm 
her  Anchors  and  carried  away  her  Quarter  Gallery,  and  approach- 
ing fast  towards  a tier  of  Shipping,  where  great  damage  must 
have  ensued,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interposition  of  Mr.  Thompson' 
a Police  Surveyor,  then  on  duty  on  tltc  River,  who  assisted  the 
Mate,  a perfect  stranger,  in  putting  the  Vessel  into  a state  of 
Seenrity.  Various  eases  have  occurred,  where  instances  of  Craft 
laden  with  valuable  Cargoes,  and  also  Boats  have  been  found  a-drlft 
on  the  River  and  secured,  until  notice  could  be  given  to  the 
Owners. 

.1  know- 
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a knowledge  tlial  the  P&lice  Boats  were  constantly 
upon  the  River. 

' To  the  East-Lidia  Company,  although  the  systetQ 
did  not  immediately  extend  its  protection  ^to  their 
Ships,  yet  considerable  benedt  has  been  derived  by 
the  apprehension  of  Lumpers,  with  Tea,  Pepper,  and 
other  Articles,  and  in  exciting  a grater  degree  of 
caution  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent  every  species 
ot'  Pillage  and  I>?predation. 

Nor  have  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  this 
great  Company  been  backward  in  manifesting  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  utility  of  this  new  Esta- 
blisJinpcnl,  since  they  have  committed  to  its  charge 
matters  of  considerable  importance,  on  which  both 
secrecy  and  conddence,  in  the  proper  executbn  of 
the  triist,  beoame  indispensably  necessary.  > 

Among  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on,’ 
to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  those  of  jimerica 
and  Germany, {z)  (where  the  aggregate  Imports  and 
Exports  amount  to  above  Sixteen  Millions  a year) 
have  not  only  felt,  but  acknowledged  the  advantages 
which'  have  been  derived  from  the  Marine  Police, 
even  upon' its  present  very  limited  scale, — as  appears' 
by. the  following  testimonies: — 


Wr  the  undersigned.  Mailers  of  Ameritan  SJjtfJ,  tradinf 
td  the' Port  of  LorHlon,do  publicly  declare,  that  until  tl»e  esta> 
blrsfrmcnt  of  die  Marine  Police,  the  Cargoc:  and  Stores  of  our 
Ships  whllp  tWii^ring  and  taking  in,  were  constantly  subject. 


(*}  See  Table,  p.  12. 
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to  Plunder,  bj  ranoiis  descriptions  of  Pliinderen  on  the  River 
Thames,  but  since  such  an  csiablishmcni  of  a Rim  Police,  we 
have  experienced  the  greatest  difference  as  to  the  security  of 
Property  un  the  River,  occasioned,  in  our  opinion,  by  the  vigi> 
lance  of  the  Guard  Boats,  and  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police 
Institution,  constantly,  day  and  night,  patrolling  on  the  said 
River.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  hereunto  subscribe  our  names, 
and  the  Ships  we  respectively  command. 

Signed  by  Seventeen  Sbl^Afaj/ert. 

We,  the  undersigned  Mat  ten  ef  Hamburgh  Shift  and 
Vettelt,  trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  being  truly  sensible  of 
the  manifest  dificrerKe  as  to  the  security  of  Property,  on  the 
River  Thames,  arising  from  tlie  vigilance  of  the  Guard  Boats 
and  Oflicers  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  ptrolling  the 
River,  by  day  and  by  night,  do  consider  it  our  duty  voluntarily 
and  publicly  to  declare,  that  whereas,  formerly  our  Cables, 
Hawsers,  and  every  article  of  Ships’  Stores,  as  well  as  the  in- 
ward and  outward  Cargoes  of  our  Ships,  while  delivering  or  tak- 
ing in,  ware  continually  subject  to  the  greatest  Plunder,  by  a set 
of  lawless  banditti,  that  then  infested  the  River : We  have,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  experienced 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  in  the  protection  afibnlcd  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  Boats  and  Officers  belonging  to  the  Office;  and 
in  testimony  do  subscribe  our  names,  and  the  names  of  the 
Ships  and  Vessels  wc  respectively  command. 

Signed  by  Thirty  Ship-Matters. 

The  valuable  Trade  with  CituiJa,  has  also  felt  the 
protecting  influences  of  the  System,  and  the  detec- 
tion of  various  Oflenders  in  committing  very  ex- 
tensive Depredations  on  Jlftttf,  imported  from  Russia, 
has  been  the  means  of  recovering  considerable 
quantities  of  that  Article  which  Itad  been  plundered 
and  stolen. 

e Nor 


Digitized  by  Google 


RIVER 


241 


I^or  has  the  extensive  Commerce  in  Tit^tr  and 
Grain,  been  less  benehted,  by  the  collateral  cheeks  to . 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex- 
posed. The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
have  taken  place,  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained. 

In  the  importation  of  Fruits,  Wines,  Dye  Stuffs^ 
Brandies,  Gin,  and  other  Liquors,  considerable  bene- 
iits  have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established,  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers, 
Tin  Tubes,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  nnzles,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  large  quantities 
of  Liquors. 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  gener^ 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de- 
predations extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Oammercial  Property. 

But  the  Coiil  Trade,  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only,  to  original  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  but 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  Importation  into  the  River 
Thames,  The  important  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is  rendered 
manife-st  by  a candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
It  was  in,”  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po- 
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licp  SystPm.  The  prevention  of  the  excessive  Pillage 
in  the  Colliers,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of 
public  Markets,  for  the  sale  of  pluiulcrcd  Coals, 
and  the  check  given  to  the  daily  and  nightly  depre- 
dations which  were  committed  in  the  Coal  Barges, 
will  be  l)C5t  explained  by  the  following  public  tes- 
timony : — 

jf/  a general  Meeting  »f  the  Buyers  and  Faetors  »f  Ceals,  tn 
the  Pert  »f  Londsn.  held  this  Day,  at  the  Gun  Tavern, 
Billingsgate — Dated  the  <)tb  January,  1799. 

It  was  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  that 
the  Pillage  of  Coals,  in  the  River  Thames,  has  been  consider- 
ably prevented  by  the  exertions  of  the  Marine  Police  Office, 
Which  exertions,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  continued  in  future.  It  is 
likewise  determined,  that  a copy  of  the  above  resolution  shall 
be  sent  to  the  Office,  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

(Signed,)  J.  R.  Wood,  Chairman. 

To  the  firmness,  temper,  and  humanity,  which, 
from  the  first  moment,  have  been  displayed  in  resort- 
ing more  generally  to  seasonable  admonitions,  than 
to  the  example  of  punishntent,  is  to  be  attributed  the 
very  general  sense  which  an  unpolished  race  of  men 
entertains  of  the  former  turjritudc  of  their  conduct; 

• and  the  important  change  which  has  been  brought 
about,  with  respect  to  offences  of  this  nature. 

Such  has  been  the  effect  of  this  very  limited 
experiment,  with  respect  to  the  various  articles 
imported  into  the  River  Thames. 

It  has  been  sup[)OScd,  that  the  extensive  robberies 
6 committed 
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committed  on  outward-hound  Cargoes^  have  arisen  in 
part,  or  at  least  have  considerably  increased,  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  being, 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillage,  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a degree,  and 
almost  without  check  or  control  ; but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence,  that  offences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed,  and  been  carried  on  to  a great 
extent ; and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents,  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  as  a means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  bad 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  : and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 
R 2 Delinquents, 
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Delinquents,  and  in  preventing  a repetition  of  thfc 
same  mischief,  the  Export  Trade  in  common  with 
the  Imports,  has  derived  benefit  from  the  securitj 
which  has  been  thus  afforded. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  these  benefits  and  this 
security  can  only  at  present  be  considered  as  partial, 
since  the  effective  part  of  the  System  as  yet  applies 
only  to  one  branch  of  Trade,  to  the  protection  of 
which  the  Civil  Force  is  chiefly  directed.  This 
hov^ever,  admits  of  an  easy  remedy;  namely,  an 
extension  of  the  Design  to  the  whole  Commerce  of 
the  Port.  The  propriety  of  a measure  so  salutary^ 
even  without  the  various  lights  which  this  Treatise 
throws  upon  the  subject,  has  already  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  exertions  of  many  of  the 
most  respectable  characters,  in  whom  the  Commer- 
cial Body  place  their  chief  confidence ; but  the 
details  and  explanations  which  relate  to  the  >’arioos 
remedies  which  ought  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose 
of  eradicating  the  evil,  and  rendering  the  security 
permanent  and  complete,  will  be  reserved  for  another 
Chapter. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Consideratiom  on  the  National  advantages  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution : — The  henefts  which 
vjould  arise  from  an  extension  of  the  same  design, 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  Trade  is 
carried  on : — ExempUfied  in  the  instance  of  Liver- 
pool, and  the  Rher  Severn. — The  benefits  to  the 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Stolen  Property ; in  the  check  given  to  illicit 
Trade ; and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval, 
Victualing,  and  Military  Stores. — The  sense  enter- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Laws,  and  of  the  want  of  a proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  and  embezzlement 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  estimating  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  under  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  £.  1 50,000  a 
year: — The  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagra- 
tion by  Incendiaries. — Concluding  Observations. 


In  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate 
beneficially  to  bodies  of  men  or  individuals,  an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 

In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Police  Institution  i 

' becomes 
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becomes  extremely  prominent,  as  a wise  measure  of 
Government,  highly  interesting  wherever  Commerce 
is  carried  on,  since  it  appears  that  the  contagion  of 
Pillage  is  not  confined  to  the  River  Thames  alone ; 
but  has  infected  every  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  more 
or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  opulence, 
and  the  extent  of  Commercial  Property  in  circula- 
tion. (a)  Nor  is  this  view  of  the  loo  general  cor- 
ruption of  morals  among  Aquatic  Labourers,  carried 
even  to  the  extent  which  truth  and  a knowledge  of 
facts  fully  warrant. 

Evil  examples  are  of  rapid  growth  ; and  where  no 
pruning  hand  exists,  they  speedily  extend  their 
poison  far  and  wide.  It  appears,  in  fact,  that  the 
immense  Property  which  floats  ujwn  navigable  Rivers 
and  Canals  in  all  quarters,  is  become  subject  to  Waste 
and  Depredation  in  a very  great  degree,  (/f)  Strongly 

evincing 

(a)  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police,  an  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Superintending  Magistrate,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  West-India  Merchants  trading  to  the  Port  of  Liverpool, 
representing  that  n-rn  ihtrt,  notwithstanding  the  etmvntifitty  tf  tbt 
Docks  and  H'artkoasesf  excessive  pillage  takes  place,  particularly  in 
the  article  of  Coffee,  which  is  conveyed  to  Manchester  in  great 
quantities: — and  requesting  information  respecting  the  plan  pursued 
on  the  Thames  for  su^'pressing  this  evil. — Every  information  attd 
assistance  was  of  course  afforded. 

(A)  A Letter  recently  received  by  the  Magistra-es  of  the  Marine 
Police,  from  a respectable  House  in  Stourport  in  Worcestershire, 
contain!  the  following  statement : — “ We  are  Proprietors  of  Trows 
“ and  Barges  b the  River  Severn,  eroplo)cd  in  the  conveyance  of 
•*  the  roost  valuable  Manufactures  of  this  Country,  between  this 
“ place  and  the  Port  of  Bristol  every  Spring-tide.  Our  Vessels, 

“ called 
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evincing  that  the  science  of  I\)licc  as  it  has.becn 
aijplied  to  the  River  Thaincsj  has  become  a great 

National 

“ called  Trows,  are  all  open.  The  Gootls  are  protected  from 
“ damage  by  tarpaulins  only.  They  will  carry  i 20  'I'ons  or  more, 
“ and  arc  navigated  by  seven  or  eight  men,  but  never  proceed 
“ higher  up  the  River  than  from  Erissol  to  Gloucester,  7\fter- 
“ wards,, the  Cargo  is  put  into  Barges,  and  the  Crew  distrilnited 
“ amongst  them  ; and  these  with  occasional  assistance  bring  their 
“ Cargo  home.  On  the  downward  voyage,  tlv  Goods  arc  put  on 
“ board  of  from  three  to  ten  or  more  Barges,  which  convey  them  to 
“ Gloucester  ; a part  of  the  men  proceed  from  thence  in  the  Trow 
“ to  Bristol  with  the  Goods,  while  the  others  return  home  tj  Ive 
“ ready  for  the  ensuing  springs.  It  is  during  the  transit  of  these 
upward  and  downward  Cargoes  of  the  most  valuable  Mcrchan- 
“ dise,  that  the  roost  daring,  systematic,  and  en  rmous  Plunder  is 
“ carried  on,  which  would  stagger  credibility,  and  which  affects 
" us  as  common  Carriers  so  seriously,  that  not  knowing  how  or  in 
“ wliat  manner  to  proceed,  we  have  made  free  to  solicit  the  favour 
“ of  your  assistance.  At  an  extravagant  expence  and  inhnirc 
“ trouble,  we  employ  people  to  weigh  the  variovis  pekages  of 
“ Manufactures  of  Shellicld,  Birmingham,  and  Mancliester,  on 
“ receipt  and  deliveiy,  when  it  not  unfrequcmly  turns  our,  that  a 
“ pekage  weighing  alike  at  each  place,  shall  contain  a quantity  of 
“ Bricks  and  Stones  as  a substitute  for  other  valuables.  The 
“ common  men  receive  13s.  or  14s  a. week  besides  provisions, 
“ notwithstanding  not  a Cargo  arrives  without  dcpredat.ons  Inring 
“ commilicd.  There  are  four  other  concerns  of  this  sort,  vf 
“ which  ours  is  one,  whose  losses  arc  grievous.  It  it  supjxvcxl 
“ there  are  Receiving-houses  for  the  reception  of  the  articles  which 
“ are  stolen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kcwnlum  ; and  a rcspctable 
“ Inhabitant  of  that  place  states,  rhat  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
“ small  degree  of  danger,  to  attempt  to  detect  .and  punish  them. 

Wc  are  prsuadeJ  there  cannot  come  a cask  of  Liquors  vt  iihout 
“ adulteration,  and  no  Gentleman  will  trust  a pipe  of^Wihe  hi 
“ their  liaiuls.  The  Masters  of  Vessels  arc  equally'  ignorant  as 
their  Crews,  and  are  supposed  ro  leag;iie  with  them.  1 Jn»,  added 
“ to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing  home  the  charge,  and  the 


248 


TUATISE  OX 


National  object ; and  that  the  apf>licatioa  of  reme- 
dies similar  to  those  adopted  in  the  Port  of  London, 
is  requisite  whcrc'.er  Gxnmercial  Property  passes  in 
tran^t. 

To  the  Country  at  lauge  tbererore,  this  success- 
ful eiperiment  becomes  highly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  an  antidote  to  a growing  evil  has  been  thus  dis- 
covered by  the  general  application  of  which  Property 
is  to  be  preserved  from  \N‘astc  and  Pillage  ; the 
Public  Revenue  is  to  be  secured;  and  the  ntorals  of 
a great  and  useful  body  ot'  people  amended  and 
improved. 

To  these  general  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  Country,  by  extending  the  regulations  of  politi- 
cal ttconomy,  which  have  been  experimentally 
proved  to  be  so  salutary  and  correct  with  respect  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  Property  on  the  River 
Thames,  are  to  be  added  the  specific  benefits  which 
are  derived  by  the  State,  not  only  from  the  increase 
of  Revenue  obtained  on  many  valuable  articles 
which  were  plundered  and  smuggled ; but  also  from 
the  prevention  of  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
illicit  Trade  which  formerly  prevailed  by  the  dread 
of  detection  by  the  Police  Officers,  and  the  obloquy 
attached  to  men  who  are  thus  subjected  to  a public 
inquiry  on  suspicion  of  being  Criminals. 

" slight  ponuhraent  inflicted,  emboldens  to  more  flagrant  and  coo- 
“ ttnoed  robber}-. — £.1000  value  of  Salt  was  stolen  last  year. — 
“ After  you  have  considered  this,  may  we  be  yermined  to  hope 
“ for  yoir  reply. StMrfgr:,  13,  1759.” 

But 
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But  these  are  not  the  only  benefits  which  the  Stats 
has' derived  from  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police. 
His  Majesty's  Naval,  Victualing,  and  Militaiy 
Stores,  have  experienced  a security  heretofore  un* 
knowrft  Many  extensive  depredations  have  been 
prevented  merely  from  the  terror  which  the  system 
excited,  and  from  the  detections  which  held  forth  to 
Delinquents,  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed 
from  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  design. 

The  records  of  the  Institution  and  the  frequent 
communications  with  the  Navy  and  Victualing 
Boards,  in  consequence  of  the  pillage  and  embezzle- 
ments of  Public  Stores  which  were  discovered  and 
detected,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  influence  of  ‘ 
this  branch  of  Police,  crippled  as  it  has  been  for 
want  of  apposite  Laws,  (r)  was  not  confined  in  the 

benefits 

(<■)  The  deficiency  of  the  Lawi  as  they  particularly  apply  to  - 
minor  oflences  in  purloining  and  embezzling  His  Majesty’s  Stores, 
have  been  so  prominent  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty’s  Navy,  by  the  recent  acquittal  of  several  Offenders,  that 
they  have  formed  the  laudable  resolution  of  applying  to  Parliament 
for  more  apposite  Legislative  Regulations,  calculated  to  reach  the 
various  cases  of  pillage  which  nosv  frequently  occur,  where  the 
Culprits  escape  without  any  punishment  at  all,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  Pablic,  inasmuch  as  crimes  of  a peculiar  description  are 
generated  and  increased  from  the  security  experienced  by  Delin- 
quents. As  a proof  of  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  of 
the  Police  System  by  the  Commissioners,  and  of  their  patriotic 
intention  to  use  every  means  for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  exten- 
sive and  growing  evil,  the  following  Letter  has  been  addressed  by 
their  Solicitor  to  the  Author  of  this  Work,  who  it  now  anxiously 
employed  in  devising  a plan  of  Police  adapted  to  the  prevention  of 

Frandt, 
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benefits  it  conferre  l,to  Co:nmercia’  Property  alone; 
but  that  it  extended  rollateraly  to  the  protection  o(' 
every  species  of  Government  Stores  in  transit  upon 
the  River  Thames. 

The  effect  of  the  System  operating  thus  bvncfici- 
nlly  to  the  State,  is  proved  not  only  by  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  detected  and  punished,  («/) 

Fnudi,  Plunder,  and  Embezzlenmts,  in  Hij  Majctty’i  Arsenali, 
Dock-yards,  and  Ships  of  War  and  Transports,  Ac. 

Sir,  Nirfolk-Street,  May  |6,  1799. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  having  an  intention  of  apply- 
ing to  Parliament,  to  extend  and  amend  the  Laws  for  prcvmcing 
the  embezzlement  and  stealing  of  His  Majesty’s  Naval  Stores,  and 
having  directed  me  in  preparing  the  intended  Bill,  to  attend  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  on  the  subject  in  your  excellcM 
and  valuable  Publication,  I shall  consider  myself  as  obliged  to  you, 
as  I am  sure  the  Commissioners  will,  if  you  will  at  your  leisure 
have  the  goodness  to  furnish  me  with  any  hints  upon  the  subject, 
uhich  may  have  occurred  to  you  since  the  publication  of  your 
Treatise,  and  which  you  think  may  be  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
l egislature.  I am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
To  P.  Cfl/y«W,  Esj.  CHAS.  BICKNELL. 

(d)  Besides  the  detection  of  three  Masters  of  Transports  and 
eleven  other  persons,  (Seamen  and  others),  having  Naval  Stores 
unlawfully  in  their  possession,  a most  extensive  pillage  and  cm- 
hizzlcmcnt  in  the  numerous  Victualing  Hoys,  conveying  Liquors, 
Provisions,  and  other  Stores,  to  the  Russian  Men  of-War,  and  His 
Majesty’s  Ships  in  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medway,  have  been  dis- 
covered.  The  Receivers  residing  in  the  Towns  and  Villages 
adjoini  g the  River,  have  been  prosecuted,  or  exposed,  and  several 
of  the  Masters  of  the  Hoys  and  others  who  were  concerned  in  the 
Conspiracy,  have  been  dismissed  and  punished;  and  the  evil  has,  by 
means  of  the  exertions  of  the  Police,  and  the  laudable  examples 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Victualing,  been  in  a great  measure 
prevented. 

but 
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but  still  more  by  the  apparent  diminution  of  the 
evil. 

Hence  it  would  seem,  that  in  whatever  relates  to 
the  permanent  establishment  of  this  System,  the 
State  is  not  less  interested  than  the  Individuals. 
The  benefits  are  mutual  with  respect  to  the  security 
of  Property  against  the  depredations  of  Delinquents,  , 
while  in  other  respects,  a paramount  interest  is  felt 
by  the  Government  of  the  Country,  not  only  in  the 
improvement  of  the'  Revenue,  (e)  which  must 
have  increased  very  considerably,  but  also  in  the 
security  against  conflagration  arising  from  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  System,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Laws  relating  to  Gun- Powder  and  boiling  of  Pitch, 
and  other  combustible  matter  in  Shij)s,  while  at 
their  Moorings  in  a crowded  Port. 

Nor  is  it  unfair  to  presume,  although  no  direct 
proof  can  be  advanced,  that  the  Marine  Police  has 
been  of  singular  use  in  counteracting  the  traitorous 
designs  of  these  desperate  Incendiaries,  who  appear 
from  evidence,  founded  on  the  highest  authority,  to 
have  meditated  the  destruction  of  the  whole  Shipping 

in 

(r)  If  it  is  admitted,  according  to  evidence,  that  there  is  not 
one-fiftieth  part  of  the  plunder  of  West-India  Goods  which  formerly 
took  place,  it  must  follow  that  the  Revenue  on  the  remaining  forty- 
iilr.e-^ftieths,  estimated  at  more  than  100,000/.  must,  on  Sugar, 
Coffee,  and  other  articles,  paying  a high  duty,  be  equal  to  ;o,ooo/. 
a year,  besides  what  is  gained  on  all  other  articles  of  Commerce  : — an 
adyantage  rendered  farther  manifest  by  the  open  declaration  of  Smugg- 
lers,— “ That  their  Trade  has  been  more  cut  up  hy  the  Marine  Police, 

“ than  by  the  ivbole  combined  efforts  of  she  Revenue  Officers,"—- 

ThU 
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in  the  Ri\’cr  Thames  in  the  year  1799,  bv  a general 
conflagration.  The  evil  happily  has  not  taken  place : 
and  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  the 
dread  of  detection  which  the  System  excited,  in 
consequence  of  the  unremitting  vigilance  of  the 
Surveyors,  in  perambulating  the  River  with  an  armed 
force  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  has  defeated 
these  diabolical  designs. 

The  utility  of  a watchful  Police  for  the  purpose  of 
controling,  by  its  influence,  the  turbulent  and  unruly 
passions  of  such  a multitude  of  dissolute  charactera, 
who  are  at  ail  times  emplovcd  in  Ships  and  Craft  in 
this  extensive  Commercial  Port,  is  too  evident  to 
require  any  comment;  since  occasional  conspiracies 
among  Seamen  and  Labourers,  as  well  as  tumults 
and  disorders,  may  always  be  dreaded,  where  such  a 
general  corruption  of  morals  prevails  among  so  ^cat 
a body  of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  Community ; 
unless  prevented  by  a well-regulated  and  effective 
Police,  adapted  in  all  resj}cct3  to  the  prevention  of 
the  various  evils  which  have  been  ready  detailed ; 
and  which  has  become  the  more  necessary,  from  the 
view  which  has  been  given  in  this  Work,  of  the 
gradual  and  unfortunate  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  a very  useful 
lx)dy  of  men,  with  respect  to  depredations  on  Com- 
mercial and  Public  Property. 

This  how«v€r,  may  arise  more  from  the  nature  of  the  Police  Sys- 
tem, ami  the  dread  of  immediate  Punishment,  than  from  any  want 
of  exertion  on  the  ^^itof  the  Soperiot  OAcen  of  the  Revenue. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP,  vni! 

'The  means  used  to  render  the  etcperment  of  the  l^Lerhie 
Pnlke  permanent  and  complete. — The  existing  Imws 
found  to  he  extremely  deficient. — Great  Altauion  and 
Utrcumspection  necessary  on  that  Account. — A ne^v 
SystefK  of  Legislation  digested,  and  groiauled  on 
■actual  Experience. — A IVtsh  tuggested  to  extend  the 
. Benefits  of  the  Police  to  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
Biver.-^A  Proposition  for  raising  a Fund  adequate 
4o  this  Object,  submitted  to  the  Trade  at  large. — A 
Bill  modelled  with  tltjs  particular  View  : — Its  lead- 
ing Objects  explained: — To  raise  a Fund  of  10,000l. 
ly  a small  Tonnage  Duty: — To  afford  Complete 
Protection,  by  means  of  Civil  Guards  disciplined  as  a 
regular  Body  : — To  give  extension  to  the  Legal 
Powers  and  Penalties  of  the  Act  of  the  1 Geo.  111. 
cap.  38. — The  want  of  a centre  of  Union  among 
the  Merchants,  assigned  as  a reason  for  the  delays 
which  have  prevented  the  Establishment  of  a pro- 
per Police.-— The  utility  of  the  Bill  in  removing  the 
Barrier  to  future  Improvements.- — Reasons  assigned 
why  Docks  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  a Po- 
lice ; and  why  Pillage  'to  a great  extent  naist  prevail 
if  no  Establishment  exist  to  prevetit  it  >— Exempli- 
fied m the  Case  of  the  Dock-yards,  the  East- India 
IVarehouses,  and  the  Docks  and  Warehouses  at 
Liverpool Security  only  to  be  obtained I'y  an  (n>er- 
3 O'.ving 
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P'x^: — To  System  aniaf^asai^  wetessjty 
tatk  sr  ^nitnmJ  Duis  : — Tst  umt  Servieg  mat  f 
if  ffrfvmtd  a r^atr  vjy  sJ  a Esffnct. 
— 'The  Cr.jmmerii^  Fkxd  Lfuud  t*  :if  Rratr  mi 
Lamd  Guardi. — Tit  MajutraUs,  f^e.  tt  if 

ij  GvztnmuMl. — Tit  Prmurh^  exfiasmd  spM  triib'i 
tie  TtUt  «/  T-^muge  Dutt  u fzrmed. — Tit  aJ~ 
•sar.tages  rrOii:3tg  /Vm*  tit  PnUttifm  ^fidth  this 
Fund  v:u  aj^-.ri : — ArgumaHt  -sftrtJ  m ftvair  of 
tit  Sytttm : — Doutii  tuggesttJ  vcittktr  U wiU  »fe~ 
rait  ft  aJl  at  a Gurtkem  om  tit  Tr,iJt. — ExfJjma- 
tvm  of  the  Tacit  of  tit  frof'Md  Tomagt  Duos. — 
A ctrwuimerii  and  energeUt  Ejuailiam  of  tit  vchoU 
Polut  Sjtlem  ttntreJ  ly  tit  Bid. — Cemdading 
Ooitrsatmmt. 


H AvisG,  in  the  seven  preceding  Chapters,  endea- 
vouRrd  to  explain  the  importance  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  River  Thames ; the  evils  to  w hich  it  has 
been  exposed,  and  the  partial  remedy  which  has  been 
applied  by  the  successful  cxpcrimcDt  of  a Marine 
Police;  it  now  becomes  necessar)- to  develope  the 
means  which  have  been  used  to  render  this  remedy 
permanent  and  complete. 

Very  little  progress  had  been  made  in  systematiz- 
ing this  important  Design,  before  it  was  discovered 
that  the  .existing  Laws  were  extremely  deficient ; 

and 
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and  that  various  new  Lcpslative  Regulations  were 
indispensably  necessary,  to  enable  it  effectually  to 
restrain  the  multiplied  evils  which  were  discovered 
to  exist. 

This  deficiency  was,  in  some  degree,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  excessive  labour  bestowed  in  giving 
vigour  and  effect,  to  whatever  appeared  to  be  incom- 
plete in  respect  to  Legislative  Rcg^ilations,  and  the 
caution  and  circumspection  which  was  manifested 
wherever  difficulties  occurred,  counteracted,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  imperfections  and  the  deficient 
powers  which  might  otherways  have  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  object  which  was  to  be  attained,  in 
promoting  the  ends  of  Public  Justice. 

The  River  Police,  like  a machine  imperfect  in  the 
construction,  required,  and  still  continues  to  require, 
that  unremitting  attention  and  dexterity  in  putting 
it  in  motion,  w’hich  will  cease  to  be  necessary,  when 
regulated  by  Legislative  Provisions,  adapted  to  the 
precise  purposes  of  meeting  the  various  evils  with 
effect checking  their  progress,  and  ultimately  pre- 
venting their  noxious  operation. 

It  was  evident,  that  the  Projectors  of  this  Plan 
were  to  be  chiefly  indebted  to  practical  exf)crience, 
not  only  for  a correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  defi- 
ciencies ; but  for  those  .lights  which  were  indispens- 
ably necessary,  to  improve  and  mature  the  System, 
so  as  to  render  it  permanently  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
mercial Body,  and  to  the  State. 
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Irv^xrsed  t^eae  ^ruilrtcatt,  k vas  not  omi] 
alter  lie  lq.-3C  CM  so.  a»^««r:s  acm  lix  Conmenc&> 
wmeet.  <it  ii-t  !:>c  shi;  inempts  vere  made  to 

a c:*  Ltf^-sCiroa  applicable  to  iu  im- 

pacnrr.cr%  or-:  ?ar  ibc  rorroec  ci  sopplying  thoie 
^c^carod'rs  x. : <a  vxrr  iL>^c  to  cfcme  to  the  pre- 
jadioc  c:':he  cca^'rs. 

Dljs.  j ibi$  L-  :crral  tbe  moct  mioutc  attentioa  wat 
besreved  co  tbe  croci  pcodjced  br  the  various  ar> 
BQgv^zKCSy  tor  tlie  purpese  or  prrrcadiig  Crimea, 
mod  aiio  in  dzvd:zir^  the  causa  by  which  jusdea 
•ppirsred  to  be  ccjcated,  or  Oicooo  generated,  in 
o^n^qumce  of  the  kr.pcrixiioas  o(  the  Law. 

At  length,  by  roeaas  of  every  aid  wbk:h  could  be 
derived  6om  an  exten^ve  judicial  procedure,  in 
which  oil  the  obstructions  to  the  full  attaioment  of  a 
complete  Prerentive  System  were  accurately  marked, 
the  loaterials  which  had  been  pnc>greaEivdy  ooUect- 
iog,  were  ultimately  arranged  and  digested  in  the 
form  of  a Parliamentary  Bill,  having  yet  only  in 
view  the  Protection  of  the  West-India  Commerce, 
for  which  the  Design  had  been  originally  formed. 

At  this  period  however,  the  beoehcial  effects  which 
its  partial  intiuence  had  manifested,  with  respect  to 
other  braneba  of  Trade,  began  to  attract  the  notice 
ot'  senate  of  the  mo>t  respectable  Merchants  con* 
earned  in  the  general  Commerce  of  the  Port,  who 
suggested  a wish,  that  a Svstem  found  so  advantage* 
ous  to  the  -Wat-lndia  Merchants,  should  be  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port,  and  that 
a permanent  Fund  should  be  raised  undcr’thc  Au- 
thority of  Parliament  for  its  support. 

The  G.)nunittcc  appointed  to  attend  to  the  gene- 
, ral  interest  erf  this  Trade,  readily  acceded  to  the 
measure,  and  soon  after  a Proposal  was  drawn  up 
for  raising  a Fund  from  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
Port  of  London,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Amount, 
“ projjortioned  upon  the  Tonnage,  according  to  the 
“ value  of  the  Goods  imported  and  exported,  and 
“ the  advantages  each  Branch  is  supposed  to  derive 
“ from  the  Protection  afforded  by  the  Marine  Po- 
“ lice  Institution.’* 

This  Proposal,  with  various  explanatory  Observa- 
tions, was  transmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  West- 
India  Committee,  to  the  Governors  and  Directors  of 
the  different  Chartered  Companies ; and  also  to  the 
Chairman  or  principal  Merchants  concerned  in  the 
other  Branches  of  Trade  to  the  Port  of  I^ondon,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Design  into  effect. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  necessary 
to  new-model  the  Bill, — to  introtlucc  the  financial 
part  of  the  System,  which  had  not  been  before  in  con- 
templation, and  to  adapt  the  various  provisions  to  the^ 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port. 

While  the  arrangements  of  this  System  of  Police  ' 
extends  equal  security  to  every  species  of  Com- 
mercial Property,  the  management  of  the  Fund  re- 
mains exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  by  the  whole  Body  of  the  Merchants 
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thcnisclvps,  never  to  exceed  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
yfor,  and  with  power  to  diminish  it  to  any  sum,  on  a 
supposition,  that  hy  degrees  the  habits  and  morals  of 
the  Labourers  and  Mariners  in  the  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
Craft  u{X)n  the  River,  may  be  so  improved  as  to 
render  a less  expensive  Guard  necessary. 

The  measure  in  view  is  to  employ  this  Fund  in 
extensive  Guards  upon  the  River,  so  as  to  supersctlc 
the  necessity  of  the  numerous  inefRcicnt  Watchmen 
at  present  employed,  at  a very  enormous  and  certain 
expciKe,  while  the  Depredations  which  have  been 
committed  prove  how  uncertain  and  doubtful  the 
advantages  are,  which  arise  from  this  very  deficient- 
Systetn. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  substitute  to  this 
scanty  and  incompetent  Guard,  a well-regulated 
permanent  Establishment  of  Police  Olficers,  com- 
prehending a Civil  Force  which  shall  be  competent 
to  afford  Complete  Protection  ; and  so  arranged,  dis- 
ciplined, and  instructed,  as  to  insure  Fidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  required,  not  only  by  means  of 
the  control  of  Superior  Officers,  but  hy  the  regular 
Periodical  Reliefs,  which  arc  proposed  ; thereby  en- 
suring the  same  attention  and  punctuality  which  pre- 
wils  in  a disciplined  Army,  with  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty, that  the  Commercial  Projjcrty  laden  and  dis- 
charged in  the  Port  of  Lontlon,  shall  never  be  with- 
out that  species  of  Protection,  which  shall  secure  it 
from  Pillage  and  Depredation,  in  all  situations  whe- 
ther 
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ther  stationary  on  the  Quays,  or  in  transit  upott  the 
River. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
extension  to  the  legal  Powers  and  Penalties  con- 
tair»ed  in  the  Aet  of  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  26.  (already  ex- 
plained)  on  the  one  band  ; while  on  the  other  it  pro- 
vides a competent  Force,  adequate  in  point  of  Num- 
bers, as  well  as  Funds,  to  accomj^ish  the  Preventive 
System  which  is  in  contemplation. 

In  the  framing  of  this  important  Bill,(/)  upon 
which  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  whether 
in  Docks  or  in  the  River,  will,  in  so  great  a dc^pree 
depend,  nothing  can  exceed  the  anxiety  and  care 
which  have  been  manifested  hi  guardinglnnocence  from 
Opjression,  and  of  divesling  Power  of  the  Faculty  of 
.dbuse. 

It  extends  to  every  object  calculated  to  form  a 
complete  System  of  Prevention  at  the  least  possible 
cxpence,  and  fully  provides  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London. 

The  utmost  attention  has  been  bestowed  in  anti- 
cipating arvd  obviating  every  possible  objection  which 
could  be  urged  in  opposition  to  every  single  Clause  : 
and  it  is  presumed  the  Bill  may  be  said,  with  justice, 
to  have  originated  in  the  purest  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
and  the  most  disinterested  desire  to  do  good,  since 
the  Promoter  of  the  whole  of  the  Design,  docs  not 
contemplate  any  personal  advantage,  from  its  pass- 
iog  into  a law,  and  has  received  no  reward  bat 

(/)  For  an  Abstract  of" the  Bill,  see  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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that  which  arises  from  the  consciousness  of  wish- 
ing to  lender  an  essential  scr\icc  to  his  Country-. — 
Flowcver  inucli  he  may  regret,  that  the  avocations 
o(  llio^e  wlioarc  more  immediately  interested  in  the 
brnefils  «hieh  have  arisen,  and  must  unquestionably 
nii»e  liom  this  arduous  undertaking,  prevent  an  ac- 
enrutc  anil  minute  investigation  of  the  real  advan- 
tage" which  have  Iwen  obtained,  heeonsoles  himself 
with  the  liojK*,  that  the  periml  is  not  far  distant  when 
III  licet  of  the  Svstem  it  will  be  manifest,  “ 

//«  ('uimmur  .iK.t  luvtmu,  as  ucll  as  ihe  Public  In- 
It  I lilies  to  h.s  M..jt  sty's  Stores,  have  bau- 
lih.l  t'>  an  i xfcnt  veyfar  cxceeJiii^  any  Estimate  wkick 

bat  /'•  I '/  Jviini  J." 

'I  he  1 oin  hisioiis  which  have  been  made,  standing 
1)4  lit*  y do  on  the  iinimitahlc  basis  of  Truth,  will 
)i,)iitiin  Inin  and  itu  onmnertible.  The  more  they  are 
i,«it*idiud,  the  nu'rc  will  they  devclope  the  exten- 
I iv<  ntdiiy  ol  the  de>ign. 

1 1 Im4  I'lcn  none  of  the  least  of  the  misfortunes 
wjn<  li  liitt  aiiende«l  the  mierois  of  the  Gjminerce 
«i|  tin'  go  ate"!  Port  in  the  World,  that  no  general 
lliitoii  rM'iiil  among  its  McrchauLs.  That  they 
niighi  he  lilerallv  eom|ured  to  a R:pe  of  SatuI,  inca- 
|iithl<  imiimg  either  knowledge  or  talents  (al- 
ili(Mn.  h till  \ pov-evs  a very  gre'at  |xvrtion  of  both)  in 
• ‘'"f.  e.urxiog  into  efteet  Plans  for  the 

gt  iM  ltd  inieic'*!  ol  the  whole  Ixxly* 

( >M  till"  on  aMon  an  attonq't  I.as  been  made  to  re- 
Miovr  ihi-i  ohiiMii  to  whv'h  is  to  bc  attributed, 

almost 
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almost  all  the  evils  which  have  been  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Work. 

To  this  cause  perhaps,  is  also  to  be  ascribed,  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  obtaining  Docks,'  and 
innumerable  obstructions  to  the  improvements  of  the 
Port,  and  the  general  benefit  of  its  Commerce  and 
Revenue. 

The  Bill  in  question  among  many  other  great  and 
incalculablead vantages  wiIl,without  exciting  a particle 
ot  jealousy  by  conferring  power,  remove  this  Bariicr 
to  useful  improvements.  The  P(dice  of  the  Port  of 
London,  from  being  heretofore  attended  to  by  no- 
body, will  have  efficient  Guardians,  with  power  only 
to  do  good,  and  without  the  faculty  of  doing  evil. 
Such  an  Institution  cannot  therefore,  be  too  highly 
appreciated  ; but  perhaps  it  will  remain  for  Pos- 
terity to  discover  the  true  extent  and  value  of  the 
benefits  which  it  will  confer.  ■ 

It  has  been  argued  speciously,  that  Docks  will  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  a Police;  but  reasons  equally 
conclusive  may  be  offered  why  those  Establishments 
will  incseasc  that  necessity. 

Men  inured  to  a course  of  Crimes,  are  not  to  be 
made  honest  by  increasing  the  conveniences  for 
shipping  and  discharging  Cargoes,  whatever  these 
accommodations  may  be. 

The  more  closely  they  are  connected,  and  the 
smaller  the  bounds  in  which  a multitude  of  labour- 
ing People  are  collected,  the  greater  is  the  danger. 
It  is  impossible  to  lade  or  deliver  Cargoes,  or  to 

stow 
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«D*  or  depQir.  Mrnrhw  ic  Wuehouata,  wiih- 
ooi  ibe  ir-^encrsiiCK  <ji  Liiiuacn ; ao^i  c<)ua]ly  ini- 
paancaLi^  » ooaook  :^cr  oarwy  paaaoos  asil  ra- 
P»c1a»  <iQ(iir«s  «il«  oa  cta^wod  br  tbc  com- 
mon ~XWT>  of  Pracx-ijj*.  GKi  be  excrcisod 

m the  vtmi'  cxw  oc'  b«s:aem.  Tbe  Common 
^ *:c!S3ica.  or  jccb  occis-.ci^  p>«e»  noo»CT*»ing 
infioraoc-  T^ir  pcwrr.  mhea  crA^ovcd  mkh  that 
of  d:iC%«:Ded  i^!oe  C'EoctSs  cs^mtes  upon  the 
Buxb  of  Do'ir  r^rrti^  r:  sxse  manner  as  men 

without  WearoQS  oc  Qfraoe.  ccaapared  with  an 

Atht  of  Scviatn  rreoervT  arrrurred  tor  War.  To 
• « « • 

prrrmt  CHric*,  nieauB.:^:  be  catpioicd  to  bring 
consxuujr  ur^ier  the  rar*  oc'  :'ne  Dchacocot,  ibc  few 
of  Detecooa  and  tbe  cerarrzT  cf  being  oonre\ed  to 
a Ma^ktrate.  This  e^-vt  beiuogs  eaxiuiitxJT  to  the 
Science  of  Prewnuae  R^ire,  *b‘cb  k only  begin- 
ning to  be  uiKicrstvxxi.  Earerier.ce  has  shewn  bow 
pewerfaBy  it  a^*s  tbe  mln<i  ; and  k retjukes  ooly 
a si^bt  knowledge  of  Huntac  Nature  to  coocei\e  a 
reason  vhv  U b'uh  oprrue  as  a means  of  (.eeremkm. 

The  want  ol'  the  ap^lMntsoo  ol'  tbk  Science  has 
expend  tbe  Property  in  the  IXvk.s  and  Warehouses 
at  Z>.  r»yw/  to  coaskJeraile  Piilagc.  Tbe  same  wSH  be 
the  case  in  Loodoo,  tf  it  Axra  no*  bectenc  the  pro- 
▼ince  of  those,  who  are  known  to  hare  the  power  of 
Punishment,  to  attend  to  this  pnicubr  Ihepartmetii. 

As  soon  as  the  Docks  now 'm  progresa,  sbaH  hare 
received  Fleets  for  the  purpose  of  tfoebarge,  a mim- 

ber 
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her  of  Labourers,  from  2 to  3CKK),  many  of  them  in 
the  habit  of  committing  crimes,  must  necessarily  be 
admitted  constantly  into  them.  In  what  manner  is  this 
multitude  of  depraved  characters,  to  bo  prevented 
from  committing  Excesses  ? The  Functions  of  the 
Dockmastcr  have  no  relation  to  this  object,  nor  would 
any  arrangement  he  could  make  for  preventing  dis- 
orders avail.  Unskilled  in  the  mode  of  Detection, 
and  incapable,  from  ocher  business — from  ignorance 
of  the  Law,  or  from  timidity  ?it  the  view  of  audacious 
Rapacity  and  Opposition,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  act  so  as  to  overawe  Offenders,  or  to  keep 
them  within  bounds.  Wherever  multitudes  of  de- 
praved characters  are  collected  in  one  spot.  Danger  is 
immediately  and  at  all  times  to  he  apprehemied.  The 
class  of  aquatic  Labourers  on  the  Thames  differ  from 
all  others,  inasmuch  as  their  attention  is  constantly 
directed  towards  Plunder,  and  the  means  of  procur- 
ing and  concealing  it.  They  arc  in  this  view  placing 
themsalves  constantly  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
ititentions  of  their  Employers,  who  arc  perhaps,  at 
the  moment  unconscious  of  what  is  going  forward. 

Being  all  equally  desirous  of  obtaining  Plunder,  they 
arc  of  course  disposed,  if  resistance  is  necessary,  to 
support  one  another.  W”hercver  masses  of  Property 
arc  collected  together,  Crimes  will  increase,  and  La- 
bourers will  commit  acts  of  Pillage.  It  is  found  to 
be  the  case  in  bis  Majesty’s  Dock-yards,  where  the 
Labourers  are  much  more  select  than  they  can  possi- 
bly be  in  Commercial  Docks,  It  is  even  known  to 

exist 
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rxl«i  <o  n ci'tvM.- jI  c\;cr;i  in  ibe  E^st-Iml'a  Warc- 
h hiTv*  St  ! ^'CJt.r  are  hestovkC'.in  respect 

l('»  llic  1'har.K‘ur  oc'  t'-;v  arc  Inlbc 

T lvCr|HH'l  IXvnS  :: ''slevn  alrcaiy  ir.cni;cmcd  lobe 
evil  wMv  b f'c  :’'.r  EXxk.s  oo-r  the  Ware- 
h.«<  Kvi  a’'’c  t.'  it.:.::.  The  reason  is 
♦ •ItVloti*  N\»  ifra  -J  . . :ra  ' "r  IX  'r^’acms  exist 
xl  MOV  el  Kr.»  ..  •-'? : v. -:s  irtretedin  acts 
(<l  J-r  . '.'i  Sv  .Tr:.-1  to  escape  on  rc- 

the  r‘.  ^^T.  T *r  :a.~cr  hef.veen  Crimes 
•tud  INuV''  •••.•'.?  s i -••-  r»-:r..cr  the  bcilitics 
aiiiinjj  frv'.v  i 7 '.i.;;  re  r*. • :h..r J.  The  mind 

Ilf  man  rv:\r;i — T'e  ••  * -^-urtirs  attending 

riosccutu  ns  rt'-ri't.  :'-r  I .irr.  a rich  other- 
\vi!»r  would  ev  't  to  rat;  -•v'rs.  ! hcr.ee  petty 

Thieves  ha\cSvc*~.r  ’~;rr  a_’a.':a'  c".i  ramcrous 
asprojieny  has  trc*ei?C''.  !:  -s  r ’/  :/  the  direct 
applioatHMi  c/  a~.  F.' :r.  rt  Delin- 

quents can  he  o> e~  v a.  -i  rescn. . r-L  Deprive  the 
IXx  ksiiJ'  the  SeeurtN  atiKEritr  F.e^a’ah ret? founded 
on  the  Severer  ot'  1\'‘  re.  a - i r-r’rr.'ei  hv  irs  Power, 
and  Excesses  ar.d  Cr/  » ” re  c-ccte'  ;:ci  in  spite 
t^t  C*.»-  aS.  a*  er  .■  r’rzr.:r.f  Jrrtn-e- 

mmt,  shor!  '*  jn  c::  S Sertirity  in  this 

respect  is  o-dy  to  be  orta'rri,  hy  ~-ii'r^:t  the  sole 
duty  of  a certain  r.:*v.ber  of  Iri_-riaai>.  properly  in- 
Mructnl  aui!  rri'vood  a:  cemra  rervvis  hr  ethers,  to 
wHtrh  ovvT  the  vv r. .f  th.'je  Iccsc  characters,  to 
Khui»e  m|v.v'liv  the  iutiv.ease  Property  deported  in 
I bn  IXh-ka  must  ur*jiw'*-Ljh'y  be  expesed.  But 

these 
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these  guards  must  be  trained  to  this  particular  duty, 
and  kept  pure  by  checks,  to  be  established  under  the 
control  of  a vigilant  magistracy.  If  not — they  will 
be  of  little  use. 

It  is  the  dread  of  the  existing  power  of  immediate 
dclcetion,  and  the  certainty  of  punishment  as  the 
consequence  of  this  detection,  that  restrains  men  of 
loose  morals  from  the  commission  of  offences.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  how  inadequate  common  Watch- 
men arc  to  excite  such  impressions,  and  how  power- 
fully they  have  operated  in  cases  where  Officers  of 
Police  stood  in  the  same  situation. (^'^)  This  truth 
cannot  be  too*forcibly,'or  too  frequently  impressed 
upon  the  mind,  wherever  arrangements  are  to  be 

(j)  The  Marine  Police,  as  recently  exemplified,  may  be  consider- 
ed as  quite  a new  Science,  not  yet  perfectly  understood.  It  ope- 
rates as  a restraint  of  the  most  powerful  kind  upon  classes  of  de- 
linquents, who  would  be  restrained  by  noother  means.  To  the  System 
of  vigilance  which  has  overawed  the  Criminal  actions  of  Labourers 
upon  the  River,  joined  to  the  imminent  danger  of  detection,  is  to 
be  attributed  the  general  success  of  the  design.  Wherever  this 
fpccies  of  Police  attaches,  good  order  and  security  will  prevail  even 
among  the  most  depraved  and  ferocious  in  civil  society.  Where  it 
docs  not,  confussion,  irregularity  and  crimes  must  be  expected. 
Wherever  great  bodies  of  aquatic  labourers  are  collected  together, 
the  risque  of  danger  from  turbulent  behaviour,  will  be  greater,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  depraved  characters  who  are  collected 
together  in  one  spot ; and  hence  It  follows,  that  mischief  may  be 
more  easily  hatched  in  Docks  than  on  the  River.  A Police  only 
can  counteract  this ; and  to  the  same  preventive  system  will  the 
Commerce  of  the  Port  be  indebted  for  securing  both  the  Docks  and 
the  Pool  from  conflagration.  In  fine,  under  every  circumstance 
where  property  is  exposed,  a preventive  Police  must  be  resorted  to  in 
order  to  be  secure. 

formed. 
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farmrd  fyr  ^jg  1 g thr  C iiiMl  Coo^Hcrarirs, 
«4t>ch  tbf  gTgfc^  ci  Caamerrr  gengraied, 

trtr^e  i»o  fVi?Kr  cnard  t»  rta  ^vti  «br  no\ioo5 
oiubrrir!,  T^v'h  r'P*’  =i»  » property  mcrcasrd; 

* ryjriiaiarr-  ri  iZl  monk,  and  anntnriog 
the  kxia«r»m9  ar>3  irrr*orrm  part  of  tbo  Ojib- 

IBUtjitT. 

These  rrZ  p"'ipr"tsrie»  ?*7iig<g.  qtafitJcs  in 
the  fcctnen  ■rrtd  zr  a ssste  of  derramr.  arc  not  to 
he  It  tncnrd  hr  arz  J.  w^K-h  rrfl  doer*  most 

he  aJnwttcd  ; neither  « H ^••sb  ww  h^ry  a\~ay,  »-bcrr 
)H<b9cnn/*rv5Te  nru’tTodrs  «r  rc*  he  caegrrgjted  ia 
(IOC  ap«.  Re<«ra'rr>  a-e  ccJt  «o  he  e^iwtetl  br  tke 
utrort^  anvl  cucrawie;  hac-i  ct  vywer.  cmseantlr  ex- 
hibited in  ihe  riem-  oc  tho^ac  «ho  contemplate  the 
rrwTTTiTssan  cf  irvorc  espccli^  where  the 

monl  iurp::ui<  oi'  the  actioa  hat  ic  ic^i^ve  e&ct 
appn  the  niiad. 

Ncp  can  h be  a^oci  whb  trtrb,  r*att  anr  solid 
dbjcciica  exi>:a  oc  the  r<v'ro  vX*  4:ipcx.e,  siaoe  that  will 
be  shared  a»3n^  the  tabX  cuaautr  o:  Shippii^  aad 
their  Cadgers  to  whi.-h  the  grreri!  >ystean  cf  PoBce, 
so  iadl<pcn:^Kv  ncocssxnr  to  -rtxcc:  the  Propeny  in 
.puMMa,  wtii  epp-t.  The*,  ia  hae  been  seen, 
amctmi  no  mnr»rr*$  cf  Tir-  71;  vi--^  TrjJbr^ 

rVetri:,  bcNs.ii'S  the  a'u*i:i:--e  t;:”  Cnil  already 
ciH)mna>ad.  which,  to  tke  caaac  of  a year,  witi 
Jade  and  dtsrhjrTtc  in  the  R•^Tr.  rndrpmdent  of 
the  uvi  Wcst-luia  Sc'  ps  ice  the  Docks  are 

•pivopriatcd. 
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• A general  Police  therefore,  aided  by  ao  improved 
Xegislative  System,  such  as  has  been  already  ex- 
plained, will  be  found  indispensably  necessary  under 
all  circumstances,  even  if  all  the  Docks  which  have 
been  in  contemplation  were  carried  into  execution. 

It  is  by  such  means  only  that  disorders  are  to  be  re- 
pressed, good  order  maintained,  and  conflagrations 
prevented. 

Detachments  of  Police  Guards,  can  be  furnished 
at  a less  expence  to  protect  Merchandise  locally 
situated,  than  the  same  service  can  be  performed  in 
any  other  way  ; with  this  great  additional  advantage, 
that  while  these  Guards  secure  the  Property  of  In- 
dividuals, and  the  Revenue  of  the  State  from  waste 
and  speJiation,  they  repress  and  prevent  tumults  and 
maintain  good  order. 

A general  System  of  Ptdice  therefore,  applicable 
to  every  part  of  the  River,  and  to  every  Dock  and 
Lauding-place,  would  seem  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary; while,  on  the  score  of  expence,  it  would  be 
found  infinitely  more  oeconomica)  than  any  other 
mode  that  could  be  adopted  ; and  when  the  proposed 
actual  burden  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  is 
known  to  be  limited  to  Thousand  Pounds  a 
yter,  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended,  allhotigh 
it  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum ; and  when  it  is 
also  considered  that  the  whole  is  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Conmercial  Cemmissmurs  chostn  by  the  Trade 
af  large^  to  the  expence  of  the  River  Guards^ 
without  any  appropriation  for  remunerating  Magis- 
trates 
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tones  (an  v^m  tfce  «Me  •«rigl)l  and  respon- 
f3WTity  cf  gMMggment  will  rest)  or  in  support- 
ing tbe  Jodir^  Es<^>Ii«hninM  ;(A)  it  would  seem 
ettrx  dificwItT  » rrmored,  and  every  objection 
aotiripaced  in  the  sirurturc  of  thi?  design,  which 
cnazU  operate  as  an  obstroction  either  to  its  execu- 
tjnn  or  ns  permaneocT. 

In  app'vtioinng  this  e\ pence  upon  the  Trade, 
«ttetuk>n  has  been  paid  to  the  degree  of  benefu 
which  each  branch  m ill  enjos',  bj-  taking  into  consi- 
(icration  the  cr.v?*t  ite  ToWM/r,  the  value  of  the 
iiggTVgntc  profXTty  exposed  to  depredation^  and  the 
jpgree  of  risque  nhit  h attaches  to  the  Merchandise 
iiii|K>rtetl  and  cxpi»ncd  by  each  cJa»!  « 

In  calculating  homever,  these  risques,  the  actual 
KiSiu'S  heretofore  estimated  to  be  sustained  by  each 
brunch  of  trade,  has  not  been  considered  as  the 
criterion  ; nor  can  it  be  tleemcd  a just  rule,  since  the 
operations  of*  the  temporary  Police  has  reduced  tlMj 
loM  on  VV’csl-Iudia  pn>pcny  to  one-fiftieth  part  of 
the  amount  of'  former  depredations,  and  placed  all 
the  olhor  branches  of*  Commerce  nearly  on  an  equal 
fotillng. 

Ill  funning,  therefore,  the  general  estimate 
(ivliicii  will  of  course  be  subject  to  such  modilica- 
lltms  Its  iliuac  who  arc  appointed  to  act  for  the  Trade 


ft)  'I  hr  jiMt)ii>l  Inititntion  u propexed  to  be  supported  by 
W'hoMt  inunihemee  already  b keepbg  up  the  Eata. 
while  lh«  Wc»t-lndia  ahipa  were oo,  their  voyages,  and 
la  f’MdftliMbiig  ill  olher  respects  to  the  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Syu 
the  thanks  of  the  whole  Commercial  body. 

at 
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at  large  sliall  deem  fit,  before  the  Bill  passes  into  a 
-law,)  the  judgnietit  exercised  has  been  without  bias, 
and  with  an  iinn.ediatc  view  to  the  relative  interests 
of  all  who  are  to  contribute  to  this  fund,  which  is 
explained  in  the  following  , . ' . ' . 

• PROPOSAL,  • ■ • 

For  raifin^  a' fund  applicable  to  Police  purpofes,  calculated  on  the  Lm^ 
porlatiou  and  Exportation  oj  the  Port  of  London,  for  the  year  ending 
January  ^5,  1798,  according  to  the  value  of  the  Goodi  imported  and 
exported,  and  to  the  advantages  each  branch  of  Trade  is  supposed  to 
denve  fnom  the  protection  afforded. 


Spccihcation  of  diflcrcr.i 
Trades. 

VjUie  of 
Import:*. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Total  value 

of  imports 
and  exports 

No.  of 

Ships. 

« 9 

■ Ton».^^ 

: Total 
Toimage 
Dues. 

f- 

£■ 

£. 

. ‘ .Tif 

f. 

c 

East  Indies 

6,vt+,ooc 

3.958,000 

10,502,00^ 

St 

•.ss 

6 

1036 

West  Indies 

7,118,00c 

11,013,000 

6 

*537 

Brit.  Ainctican  Colonies 

?-9i,Oor. 

1,347,000 

1,638,000 

69 

13.986 

*93 

Africa  and  the  Cape  . . 

8a,ooc 

449.000 

551.000 

17 

’ 4.3lf 

4 

T* 

Southern  Fishery  . . . 

250,^: 

[54] 

250,000 

*9 

7,461 

3 

62 

Gnrenland  Fishery  . . 

64,000 

64,009 

1^ 

4.769 

1 

20 

United  Slates  ot  America, 

1,517,000 

t.SoQ.ooo 

5,416,000 

140 

32,213 

^ 5 

6;o 

Mediterranean  Sc  Turkey 

390,000 

1 19,000 

509,000 

74 

14.757 

4 

*45 



776,000 

171,00c 

94',0OO 

til 

16,509 

A 

■ *75 

Portugal 

414,000 

439,00: 

853,000 

180 

27,670 

i 

345 

France 

lb, 00c 

860,00c 

876.000 

S.S73 

4 

97 

Austrian  Flanders  . . . 

it,oocJ 

1 18,00c 

139,000 

66 

$.«04 

% 

4* 

Holland 

673.00c 

1,538,00c 

2,21  1,000 

349 

19,166 

2 

' >59 

Germany 

2,658,000 

8,014,00c 

io,6'a,ooo 

*35 

37.647 

5 

784 

Prussia 

22 I,OOC 

21  l,OOC 

432.000 

6:8 

56.9$$ 

•i 

' 355 

Poland 

20;, OCXS 

3S.00C 

241,000 

69 

2 

143 

Sweden 

153,000 

169.000 

322,000 

1:9 

14.252 

5 

17S 

Denmark  and  Norway  . 

9i.ooc 

7II.00C 

Sc6,cco 

202 

48,469 

2 

434 

Russia  ....... 

1,505.00: 

451,00c 

2,017,0-00 

130 

56.131 

■3 

- 700 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  4rc.  . 

219,00c 

83,000 

301,000 

46 

$.t44 

2 

44 

I reland 

1,879,000 

660,000 

1,539,000 

276 

32,824 

% 

270 

Coasting  Trade  . . . . 

4,100,000 

2,SOO,&OC 

6,600,000 

6,500 

56->,<joo 

i 

5»3 

Coal  T rade 

1, “00,000 

I0,00r 

1, “10, 000 

3.<»76 

656,000 

i 

r 6S3 

■ 

30,1)33,00: 

7.9,6;8,oo:'6o.59I,ooo 

15.  m 
— 

1,7-9,326 

ir.coo 

. * 

Of  this  aggregate  J or  tlirce-sixihs  is  propofed  to  be  raifed  on  Imports  . . ... 


J or  two-sixths or.  f.xjmris  ....  33,!4 

one-sixlh on  Shipping  ....  i6t<5 
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When  the  immense  property  which  is  to  be  pro- 
tected is  taken  into  consideration,  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  Table,  to  atnount  to 
upwards  of  Sixty  Millions  a year,  contained  in 
above  three  Million  of  Packages,  all  subjected,  more 
or  less,  to  the  risque  of  Pillage,  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  to  attain  so  great  a purpose,  as  the  preser- 
vation of  half  a Million  sterling,  which  is  estimated 
to  have  been  plundcrcti  annually,  can  ccrtaiidy  be  no 
object. — Uponsuchan  extensive  scalcof Commerce, it 
is  scarcely  a drop  in  the  bucket.  To  use  a commercial 
metaphor,  it  is  employing  money  where  the  yearly 
return  (exclusive  of  the  West-India  Trade)  will 
amount  to  2500l.  per  cent.  But  it  is  even  doubtful 
when  the  present  cxpcnce  of  watching  is  taken  into 
the  account,  whether  it  will  cost  the  Trade  a single 
farthing  upon  the  whole. 

It  will  be  seen  also  by  a reference  to  this  Table,  that 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  Police  fund  in  the  first  in- 
stance upon  the  Tonnage  of  the  Ships,  nearly  upon 
the  plan  which  is  adopted  with  respect  to  Light- 
houses. The  Bill  provides,  that  it  shall  be  received 
at  the  Custom-house  before  the  Ships  enter  or  clear, 
and  paid  regularly  by  the  Collector  to  such  Treasurer 
as  the  Commercial  Commissioners  shall  appoint,  and 
that  it  shall  be  entirely  under  their  control. 

The  Ship-Owners,  or  their  Agents,  who  advance 
this  money,  in  the  mean  time  are  authorised  by  the. 
Bill  to  make  a charge  in  tbclr  freight  notes  to  each 
6 shipper 
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shipper  or  impofter  according  to  the  Tons  of  Goods, 
which  may  either  be  exported  or  landed  according  to 
the  rate  specified  in  the  Table,  deducting  therefrom 
ouc-sixth  part  which  falls  upon  the  Ship.— While 
much  consideration  has  been  bestowed  in  framing  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  relate  to  this  object,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  trouble  ; nothing  can  exceed  in  point 
of  anxiety,  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  guard 
both  the  shippers  and  importers  against  frauds  in 
proportioning  the  charge,  so  that  no  greater  cxpcnce 
than  the  hm  Tonnage  shall  fall  upon  the  Mer- 
chants, which  will  be  found  in  its  innumerable  sub- 
divisions, to  be  a very  trifling  burden  to  the  various 
classes  of  Importers  and  Exporters,  who  are  to  benefit 
so  essentially  by  the  very  useful  application  of  this 
inconsiderable  sum  of  money. 

Were  its  benefits  to  extend  no  farther  than  to 
restrain  and  keep  within  bounds,  the  evil  habits  and 
unprincipled  dispositions  of  nautical  labourers,  and 
to  guard  the  Shipping  and  the  Port  against  accidents 
by  fire  or  by  tempestuous  weather  in  the  night,  it 
w'ould,  to  attain  such  objects,  become  a cheap  pur- 
chase ; but  when  it  has  been  seen  in  this,  and  the 
preceding  Chapters,  that  it.  is  intended  and  ex- 
pected, to  compass  the  gp’cat  object  of  renovating  the 
relaxed  morals  of  the  lower  classes  who  labour  ou  the 
IGver,  and  to  secure  the  vast  floating  Property  from 
pillage  and  depredation  ; candour  must  admit,  that 
even  ten  times  the  proposed  sum  would  uot  be  too 

high 
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high  a price  for  the  benefits  which  are  contcmplalcd, 
and  which  will,  most  assuredly,  result  from  the  svs- 
tem,  if  the  Bill,  which  has  alreadv  been  broug-ht 
under  the  review  of  the  Rta  !er,  shall  pass  into  a 
bw. 

Under  this  mild  and  appropriate  svstctn  of  Iceisb- 
lion,  in  framing  which  ever>-  aid  that  cotiM  be  de- 
rived from  bbour  and  experience,  has  been  exhausted 
to  render  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  there  will  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  relaxation  of  the  energy  of 
the  system.  In  whatever  bands  the  superintending 
execution  may  be  placed,  it  must  retain  its  vigour 
and  preserve  its  utility.  To  secure  this  essential 
point,  without  which,  many  of  the  best  institutions 
moulder  into  sinecures,  the  powers  of  the  mind  have 
been  anxiously  employed  in  establishing  checks, 
which  cannot  fail  to  secure  a permanent  energetic 
cxecution.fi)  To  the  Commercial  body,  therefore, 
who  trade  to  and  from  the  Pori  of  London,  this  Bill 
will  prove  a treasure  which  can  never  be  sufficiently 

(i)  The  uninterrupted  energy  of  the  system  U secured  by  the 
power  vested  in  the  CommUsionen,  who  man;tge  the  Police  fund, 
to  with-hold  sopplies,  in  case  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  proper 
conduct  of  those  in  the  iramedlate  management,  or  with  respect  to 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  Police  in  gcueral,  in  secuaing 
Commercud  Property  against  depredations. 

The  checks  thus  established,  canno'  fail  to  secure  a permanent 
and  unceasing  attention  to  the  means  of  supporting  the  system  in 
its  full  vigour.  Since  the  subsistence  of  those  engaged  in  the  exe- 
cution, will  depend  on  the  energy  they  display,  and  the  goex) 
effects  which  it  produces.  ' 

2 estinluted 
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estimated.  The  good  effects  which  it  will  produce, 
will  develope  themselves  every  year  in  the  removal 
of  evils  and  pressures,  in  a manner  hitherto  conceived 
impracticable,  because  the  labour  of  previous  inves- 
tigation was  Herculean,  and  such  as  was  not  likely 
to  be  undertaken. 

The  ground,  however,  has  been  at  length  cleared. 
The  evils  have  been  brought  within  a focus  capable 
of  being  contemplated,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
detail.  Their  extent  and  magnitude  have  been  finally 
understood,  and  such  remedies  have  been  suggested, 
as,  when  fairly  applied,  will  unquestionably  be  suc- 
cessful, if  the  System  of  Legislation  which  has  been 
proposed  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
An  explanation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  salutary  measure,  together  with  a summary 
view  of  the  proposed  Bill,  will  form  the  subject  of 
the  succeeding  Chapter. 


T 
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C H A P.  IX. 

yi  Surntnary  Explanation  of  the  advantages  u-kuh  u-ill 
reiuU  f'-om  an  improved  System  of  Legislation  for 
the  River  •Thames. — ji  General  t uw  of  t he  various 
powers  and  provisions  of  the  proposed  Billy  under 
twelve  different  headsy  with  explanatory  notes. — The 
advantages  of  the  System  (when  aided  by  peamiary 
energy)  explained,  in  counteracting  the  designs  of 
evil  disposed  persons,  and  preventing  Depredations 
on  theHtver,  Quays,  Warehouses,  — The  security 

thus  obtained  will  result  from  the  Design  having  its 
foundation  in  an  improved  Legislative  System  of 
Police  (Economy,  having  jhDgistrates  armed  with 
apposite  and  proper  perxers : — 'The  advantages  of 
such  powers  to  Land~Constables,River-Patroles,  &c. 
in  giving  effect  to  their  exertions  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  Property. — The  security  and  ceconony 
which  will  attach  to  the  discharging  System  by  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  Lo’ye,  ami  the  benefits 
which  Will  be  derived  from  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  and  functions  of  the  Commercial  Commis- 
•'  slcners — In  the  general  security  of  Property,  the 
• increase  of  the  Revenue ; the  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  people  ; and  holding  out  an  example  to 
^ every  Commercial  Port  in  the  Kingdom. -•^Concluding 
Observations, 

**  Althovch 
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A.LTKOUGH  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated,  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  for  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
the  Jirm  busts  of  Legislative  Authority,  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subjext, 
to  give  tl%  following  summary  detail  and  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police  ; and  from  ' the  measures  and 
arrangments  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  which  will  thus  be  created 
and  rendered  effective. 

Tbe  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Polics  Biel, 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants, are  these  following  : — 

I.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo.  III. 
Cap.  53.  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  a Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police ; with 
power  to  the  Judicial  Clerks  to  receive  tiie  established  legal 
^Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same,  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, into  the  hands  of  a General  Receiver,  towards  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  geneial  System^ 
calkd  the  Office  Fund. 
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II.  To  authorise  the  Special  Justices,  nominated  by  Hrs 
Majest)',  to  appoint  and  dismiss  Offia-ConstabUs,  River- 
Survejtrj  and  their  If'attrmen,  Ship-ConstabUt  and  ^u<^. 
Guardi  \ and  also  to  empower  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
and  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  to  dismiss  any  of  these  Officers  on  any  well- 
grounded  charge  of  Misbehaviour.  Their  authority  to 
act  as  Constables,  to  be  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Special  Justices,  and  in  no  ease  to  extend  to  the  City  of 
Loudon. 

III.  To  give  power  to  Commissioners,  chosen  by  and  repre- 
senting twenty-eight  diffirrent  Trading  Bodies  in  the  Port  of 
Lotidun,  to  lay  a limited  Assessment  on  Trade,  to  bq 
denominated  The  Tbama  Palitt  Guard  Fund,  to  be  raised  by 
Tonnage  duties,  (i)  the  amount  of  wliich.is  at  no  time  to 
exceed  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a year;  and  which  may  be 
neduceJ  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. — The  Commissioners  to  fill 
up  Vacancies  in  their  own  Body  ; to  appoint  a Collector, 
Treasurer,  Cashier,  and  Auditors,  &c. — To  regulate  the 
dresses  of  Lumpers,  by  prohibiting  habiliments  contrived 
(as  at  present)  lor  secreting  Plunder,  and  to  make  regulations 
tor  the  government  ot  Lumpers. — To  appoint  Ship  Inspec* 
tors  at  the  instance  of  Owners  and  Consignees,  for  saving 
SpiiIIng>,  Sweepings,  and  Dtainings,  &c. — To  appdiit 
Wliarl  Inspectors  with  the  power  of  Constables  ; also. 
Warehouse  Inspectors  at  the-  instance  ol  the  Owners  and 

/ Consignee.'^ — To  devise  Tickets,  without  which  Lighters 
tuvigaiing  HI  the  niglu  may  be  stopped  as  suspicious  ; with 
Ocneiai  Powers  to  make  regulations  relative  to  the  Shipping, 
I Unlading,  Landing,  Warelie>us:.ig,  and  Sampling  Goods, 
- tor  the  prevention  of  Waste,  Accident,  and  Depredation ; 

(L  See  the  Table  of  Tonnage  Dues,  &c.  Chap.  VIII.  page  269. 

but 
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but  with  power  to  the  King  in  Council  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury  Board,  or  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations. 

IV.  To  give  power,  to  the  Thames-Police  Commission- 
ers, and  the  Special  Justices,  to  grant  an  annual  Licence  at 
their  discretion,  as  in  the  case  of  Ale-houses,  to  Master 
Lumpers,  without  which  they  cannot  exercise  their  profes- 
sion as  Contractors,  for  Lading  or  Discharging  Vessels  in 
the  River  Thames  ; [f)  Licence  duty  to  be  ;T.  to  a year,  and 
to  make  a part  of  the  Ofilce  Fund. 

V.  To 

• 

(/)  TTie  proposed  measure  of  allowing  no  person  to  lade  or  dis- 
charge Vessels,  who  has  not  been  previously  licensed  and  approved 
by  the  Commissioners  and  Magistrates,  is  a most  useful  regulation, 
which  cannot  fail  to  operate  powerfully  in  reforming  the  criminal 
habits,  both  of  the  Master  Lumpers  and  the  men  they  employ. 
This  important  trust  will  be  commiued  only  to  men  of  approved 
characters,  who  will  feel  a certain  responsibility  ; and  the  fear  of 
losing  their  Licence  in  consequence  of  complaints,  on  account  of 
inattention  or  neglect,  will  render  them  infinitely  more  alert, 
cautious,  and  attentive,  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under 
this  regulation  the  best  men  will  be  selected,  who  will  subj^ 
themselves  to  cenain  rules  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and  to  thi 
security  of  Ships’  Stores  ai\d  Cargoes  against  Plunder. — When  thf 
War  is  over,  it  will  be  a suitable  provision  for  Masters,  Mates, 
and  other  Officers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of  their 
^^ountry. — At  present  there  are  about  ^ 

, 120  Master  Lumpers  in  the  Wcst-India  and  other  Tradest 

. lo  do.  in  the  East-India  Trade.  ^ 

7 do.  in  the  East-Country  T radc  , 

aj  called  Undertakers,  in  the  Coal  Trade,  ^ , 

Total  . i6z  ...  . . , 

Of  thcK,  some  are  very  exceptionable  characters,  and  not  a few 
of  them  are  Publicans,  who  have  little  or  no  knowledge  them* 
. , selves 
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V.  To  empower  Thamcs-Pnitcc  Jiw'ices  to  require  Working 
Lumpers  to  register  their  names  at  the  Public  Office,  before 
they  can  be  authorised  to  work  under  Master  Lumpen,  in 
lading  or  discharging  Ships  in  the  River  Thames.  The  Fee 
of  Rigister  to  be  limited  to  6d.  each,  and  no  more;  and  a 
siQjIl  Penalty  to  be  impevsed  on  those  who  work  without 
having  first  procured  a Certificate,  (m)  Power  also,  to  require 

'the  Names  and  Places  of  Abcxlc  of  Lumpers,  Cetpers,  fFaier. 
men,  and  Lightermen,  employed  in  Ships  under  discharge. 
To  station  Ship  Constables  on  certain  Terms,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Owners  or  Consignees,  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Cargo.— To  register  the  Contracts  made  with  Master  Lum- 
pers and  Wotkii^g  Lumpers,  Ibr  the  purpdsc  of  ascertairdng 
the  conditions  of  the  EngAgeroents,  and  thereby  pirvcnting 
Disputes. — To  appoint  any  fit  person  rccoinmcnded  by  a 
Ship’s  Husband,  to  be  a Ship’s  Ctmrtable. — And  those  only 
to  be  charged  for,  who  arc  sworn  Officers. 

VI.  To  empower  Thames- PoKre'Surteyore  to  tisit  Ships,  to 
direct  Ship  Constables  : — ^To  inspect  the  conduct  of  Lutn- 

T 

aelres  o£  Naotical  Offioen,  and  trust  to  men  called  Fcremen  *f 
Camgs,  who  with  tome  few  exceptions,  have  been  no  leu  criminal 
than  the  ComasoD  Lompers.  The  power  of  seketing  and  cootxol- 
jag  this  class  of  nco  therefore,  becomes  aa  object  of  the  greatest 
iaiportaocc  in  rcndeiiog  the  Preventive  System  complete. 

{mi  This  Regnlation  is  expected  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  con- 
troling  and  m’crawing  this  turbulent  and  depraved  Class  of  Men, 
and  of  course  restraining  them  from  committing  acts  of  Pillage  on 
the  Cargo,  Stores,  or  Materials  of  the  Ships  on  which  they  are 
employed.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  they  are  extremely  nu. 
oserous,  and  that  their  Morals  are  exceedingly  relaxed.  Where- 
ever  Regulations  can  be  devised,  whereby  they  can  be  prevxnteJ 
from  committing  Crimes,  a service  is  done  to  themselves  and  the 
Community,  while  it  becomes  a great  act  of  huaaaity  to  tbeir 
funilies, 

pen. 
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pcrs.  Coopers,  &c. — To  search  Lighters  navigating  at  un* 
seasonable  hours,  aiul  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

VII.  A Power  to  Thames-Police  Constables  (similar  to  what 
is  given  by  the  Butnboat  Act,  6tc.)  of  Seizure  and  Arrest  ors 
view,  in  respect  of  Goods  clandestinely  taken  from  Ships, 
Boats,  Landing-places,  and  Warclunises. 

VIII.  Ship-masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  avenues  to  the 
Hold  of  the  Ship  but  one,  and  that  too  when  Goods  are,  not 
discharging  : — Power  to  search  Working  Lumpers. 

IX.  Master  Lumpers  bound  under  a Penalty  to  search  Work* 
ing  Lumpers,  besides  being  responsible  for  specific  losses. 

X.  Powers  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  Lord  Mayor  an4 
Aldermen  of  London  ; the  Special  Justices  of  the  Thames 
Police;  and  all  other  Justices  having  jurisdiction  where  the 
Offences  may  be  committed,  being  within  the  limits  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  the  Cities  and  Counties  adjacent  thereto. 

-•Namely : — • 

To  inflict  slight  Penalties  by  sutnmary  Procedure  oncirenfn- 
stantial  Evidence,  aided  by  the  Examination  of  the  Delinquent, 
(as  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  and  s^en-metal  act  where,  on 
regular  Proof,  it  would  be  Felony ;)— and  to  attach  upon  the 
Practice  of  Depredation,  in  such  stages  of  its  progress  as  are  ptt- 
vious,  or  subsequent  to  the  Felonious  Act To  gram  Warrants 
to  search,  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  supposed  Receiven,  anddn 
Default  of  regular  Proof,  the  Offence  punishable  as  a Misde- 
uicanor; — To  trace  suspected  Goods  through  any  number  of 
Hands : — The  Penal  OSences  cognizable  in  a sununary  way  ^zre 
these  following — ,;j 

tst.  Lumpers  convicted  of  quitting  Work  unlawfully  ma/  ’be 
punished  as  other  Labourers  under  the  Act  6 Geo.  111.  cap.  25. 

ad.  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  register  their  Names,  .vs 

3d.  Master  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  search  Working 

) l.umpers. 


4th.  Labourers 
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Luevo*  ni  odn  cBBiiLaeJ  of  injmng  Padujn, 

<fupg  «g  tbdr  Coracris  far  the  f<-T)ot  rf  pccAciag  br 
. dK  Wj«e- 

jth.  f't-i-rocr  coavicted  of  bzrtr.;  J'SS***>  Bladiim  vixli  uzin, 
Ac.  mfraird  far  tbe  pvpoK  ofdnwiag  of  t **P*^ 

frk-  Persooi  cocTicsod  cf  tluiMlr.g  Goedi  cvcrboani  when  pofr^rJ, 
far  rbe  pcrpoK  of  porrccdag  dacoTcrr. 

7th.  PefioM  conricird  of  libricati^  £ibe  Bdls  of  Pnoels  to  corcr 
fcaf«cted  Goodi. 

fch.  Pcma  ocriTxted  of  oot  rroppii^  waptcied  Goods  and  the 
OdctdoSy  vhcn  o&ted  far  Sok. 

^ rraon.  cocriotod  of  karing  Goods  in  their  possaaion,  as. 

to  cogporo  port  of  the  Car^  or  Materials  of  ac^  Ship 
' or  Vessel  in  the  River  Thames,  and  not  giving  an  acetXKt  to  the 
satiitietion  of  the  J-astke,  bow  thej  were  obtatred. 

joth.  Feisocs  comicted  of  carrv  n^  or  mfcing  to  he  carried, 
Coals  from  Ships,  Ac.  otherwise  than  in  the  tegular  course  «f 
Trade. 

• 

nth.  Penors  corricted  of  refusirg  to  a«»ist  Thames  Police  Con. 

' stables,  to  the  executi^  of  their  dare. 

xiih.  Persons  cor.ticted  <£  ohstructitig  the  execution  of  this  Act. 

j 3th.  Persons  coneiacd  of  aopf  ressing  Evidence,  with  a view  10 
defeat  Jostioe. 

14th.  Persers  convicted  of  injurirg,  damaging,  or  destroying  the 
Thames  Police  Guard.  Boats. 

XI.  The  Act  of  the  2d  Gw.  III.  cap.  28.  ^'Btimboat  .Act) 
amended,  with  respect  to  the  Procedure  under  Search  War- 
ntnts,  and  the  Power  of  tracing  suspected  Goexis  through  any 
« number  of  Hands. — A’set  wuh  regard  to  t)ffcr.ce$  against 
that  Act,  punishable  either  as  such,  or  as  against  this  .Act, 

> according  to  the  nature  of  the  Case.  Coats  w hich  are  peremp* 
tiprily  ordered  to  be  burned,  may  be  cither  destroyed  or  sold. 
»‘y‘  ' * * — Mi,>dcmcanors 
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— oMisdemeanors  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  which  are  tram* 

, portable  Offences  for  Fourteen  Years,  to  be  deemed  Felonies* 
that  the  Procedure  may  be  prompt  as  in  Felonies,  instead  qf 
dilatory  as  in  Misdemeanors.  . , 

XII.  The  Privileges  of  the  City  of  Ixindon,  secured  by  spe- 
cific Clauses. 

The  advantage,  resulting  from  a System  of  Legis- 
lation, so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  great  object  of  re-* 
novating  the  morals  of  the  Labouring  Classes  on 
the  River  Thames,  aided  by  pecuniary  energy,  and 
by  powers  calculated,  more  to  counteract  theDesigns 
of  evil-disposed  persons  by  embarrassing  them  at  all 
points,  than  to  punish,  may  be  anticipated  ; and  its 
effect  will  be  the  prevention  of  Depredations,  not 
only  on  the  River,  Quays,  and  Warehouses,  but  in 
all  situations  where  they  were  formerly  committed. 

Upon  this  basis  will  of  course  be  erected  an  im- 
proved System  of  Police  CEconomy,  in  which  will  be 
combined  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  give  utility 
and  effect  to  the  Design. 

• In  the  Judicial  Department,  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangements will  of  cour.se  be  made,  that  Public  Jus- 
tice may  be  administered  without  interruption,  and 
as  heretofore,  with  purity,  caution  and  regularity. 

The  Magistrates  thus  assisted  by  apposite  Powers, 
will  not  only  feel  confident  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  but  will  experience  an  addi- 
tional degree  of  satisfaction,  in  prosecuting  the  la- 
bours which  their  duty  imposes. 


Placed 


T&xATia  oaf 


p«ace<j  ^ LfpsUt'Tc  Authonty  oo  certain  and 
l^iTOsncr.:  prcurd.  the  zn^'f'.y  to  arcomplish  the 
^frat  obrcets  w!ilch  arr  in  \-jcw,  wiil  operate  upon 
ptxre  and  intelligrrit  :n;ndi  a<  a strong  stimulus  to 
exertion,  in  gi'-’ing  \-/->ur  cud  corrccuicss  to  every 
Deparun'-nt  in  the  Sv‘tcm. 

The  L:uid  Ccr.atables  will  ol'  course  be  increased, 
JO  as  to  render  ibtnn  competent  to  guard  every 
avenue  to  and  from  the  River,  to  embarrass  criminal 
People  in  the  transit  oi'  stolen  Property;  and  to  ren- 
der the  trade  of  I'-.Iijge  too  hazardous  and  unprofil- 
ablr  to  bo  ftdiowed. 

'\'ho  Kivcr  Patrolcs  will,  in  like  manner,  be  soaug- 
«s  to  render  their  Surveys  ciTccinal  in  evciy 
pitH  ol  the  River,  from  \\‘csmiinster  Bridge  to 
MUekwall. 

Coii£'smt  atKi  regular  Police  Guards,  properly  in- 
^tructedand  oontroilec  by  Superior  OiTlceis,  will  form 
a chain  of  Protection  on  bud)  sides  of  the  River, 
wherever  Commercial  Propeny  is  exposed  to  danger, 
either  in  Craft  or  upon  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  with 
the  advantage  of  a relief  every  six  hours. 

ITte  di:!charging  Department  will  undergo  many 
useful  improvements,  from  the  more  effectual  contPol 
of  the  Master  and  Working  Lumpers,  who  will  be 
completely  restrained  from  those  acts  of  Pillage,  to 
which  they  have  been  so  long  accustomed,  while  by 
means  of  a fair  competition,  this  necessary  labour  wjll 
' be  obtained  at  a moderate  expence.  The  useful 
^•metions  of  the  Commissioners  wUl.Qontribmc,  in 

an 
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an  eminent  degree,  to  the  general  benefits  which  can- 
not fail  to  result  from  the  combined  efforts  of  men  of 
enlightened  minds,  having  no  object  in  vieivbut  the 
Public  gootl.  Under  this  Patriotic  Influence,  the 
Powers  granted  them  to  make  Ordinances  and  Bye- 
laws must  be  employed  for  the  most  useful  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  complete  Formation  therefore,  of  this  impor- 
tant Design,  may  be  reasonably  expected  every  be- 
nefit to  the  Individual  and  the  Public,  which  can  re- 
sult from  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  the 
prcsen’ation  of  his  Majesty’s  Stores,  the  increase 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  the  general  im- 
provement in  the  morals  of  a vast  Body  of  People: 
returning  at  least  fifty  fold,  on  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
which  is  proposed : — while  an  important  example  is 
thus  held  out  to  every  other  great  Commercial  Port 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  his  Majesty’s  Dock- 
yards and  other  Repositories,  exhibiting  and  demon- 
strating, by  what  means  the  same  benefits  may  be 
extended  generally,  wherever  Depredations,  Embez- 
zlements, or  Frauds,  have  been  found  to  prevail. 

These  elucidations  of  a most  important  subject, 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  will  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

The  Fabric  being  thus  raised,  and  all  difficulties 
removed,  which  depended  on  Labour,  Investigation, 
and  Legislative  Arrangements,  it  remains  now  for 
his  Majesty’s  Ministers  and  the  Commercial  Body  to 
lay  the  K^-stone  of  the  Design. 

‘ . ) 


In 
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In  accoroplishing  this  object,  they  will  have  the 
triumph  and  satisfaction  of  having  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  the  Improvement  of  Morals,  and 
the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  and  they  will  deserve 
the  Thanks  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Gratitude  of 
Posterity. 


fi 

:rfl  h.' 
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CHAP.  X. 

Ctneral  Staiemait  of  the  -various  Authorities,  entitled 
to  exercise  Jurisiiiction  on  or  near  the  River  Thames. 
— \st.  The  King.— -fid.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  Cor- 
f oration  of  London,  as  Conservators  of  the  River, 
&c. — Zd.  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house. — 
Ath.  The  IVest-lndia  Dock  Compaty. — 5th.  The 
Boards  of  Custom  and  Excise. — 6th.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  as  Magistrates,  and  the  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Cities  on,  ami  near  the  River-,  in  taking  cognizance 
of  Offences  punishable  by  the  Statute  Laiu  of  this 
Kingdom, — The  power  of  the  Crown  considered  se- 
parately.— Most  of  its  Rights  in  the  River  Thames, 
granted  to  the  Corporation  of  London  by  various 
Charters,  and  confirmed  by  Acts  of  Parliament. — 
The  inconvenience  attending  such  grants. — The 
privilege  of  Mooring-Chains  reserved  by  the  Crown. 
— The  Grantee  thereof  compelled  to  sell  his  interest 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  3Q  Geo.  Ill.(n) — The  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  on  that  subject  explained. — The 
Tonnage  Duties  granted  to  the  Crown  by  that  Act, 
and  their  application  also  detailed  and  explained. 


{«)  Cap.  Ixixof  the  Series  of  puhltc  lacal.ani  ftnanal  Acts-,  tv  hick 
are  distinguished,  in  the  quarto  edition  of  the  Statutes,  by  being 
placed  after  the  public  general  Acts  ; and,  in  citation,  by  the  Chap, 
(era  being  thus  marked  by  Roman  numerals. 

Having 
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and  the  Port,  by  means  of  a clear  and  comprehensive 
view  of  its  existing  Regulations. 

Six  distinct  authorities  may  now  be  said  to  exist, 
all  of  them  exercising,  or  about  to  exercise,  certain 
Powers  and  Jurisdictions  with  respect  to  the  River 
Thames ; and  forming  together  the  general  Police  of 
this  groat  Commercial  Port. 

L His  Majesty,  as  Lord  of  the  soil  of  the  River, 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  mooring* 
chains;  by  grants  to  individuals,  and  also  by  the 
right  exercised  of  fixing  Mooring  Chains  in  the 
River,  for  Ships  of  War.  His  Majesty  in  Council, 
appears  also  to  have  exercised  a certain  jurisdictioa 
respecting  the  birthing  or  placing  of  Vessels;  as  in 
the  case  of  foreign  Ships  in  1797,  which  were  order- 
ed not  to  approach  the  Metropolis  nearer  than  Lim»> 
house. 

II.  The  Lokd  Mayor  op  Lobx>om,  as  Conserva- 
tor of  the  River,  and  the  CoBPOBATroN,  and  tbeir 
Officers,  by  Virtue  (rf  certain  Charters  and  Fran- 
chises, exercise  various  privileges  and  jurisdictioos 
respecting  the  Fishery,  Encroachments  and  Nui- 
sances on  the  River ; and  as  to  the  lading,  unlading, 
and  measuring,  selling  and  transporting  of  Merchan- 
dise; to  these  are  now  added  other  powers  and 

♦piivileges  under  the  lVet~Dock  Act, 

III.  The  CoRPORATlOX  OV  THE  TRtStTY-HoUSB, 
of  Deptford  Strond,  zeroise  certain  fanctioos  and 
duti«  under  the  authority  of  EU)}'al  Charters,  and 
Acts  of  Parliament,  relative  to  Seamen,  Pilots,  fur- 
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nishing  Ballast,  erecting  light-houses,  and  canning 
into  execution  the  provibions  of  the  Wet- Dock  Act, 
and  other  Acts  fur  the  improvement  of  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  River. 

IV.  The  W«st-India  Dock  Company,  have 
certain  powers  and  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them, 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  fur  the  erection  and  preserva- 
tion OfWet-Docksia  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  for  tlicacconi- 
inodation  and  protection  of  the  lyest-India  Trade. 

• V.  The  Commissionep.8  of  His  Majesty’s  Cus- 
toms ami  Excise,  by  themselves  and  their  Officers, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  make  and  enforce 
Regulations  respecting  the  security,  and  the  collcc-^ 
tiou  of  the  Public  Revenue. 

VI.  The  Lord  Mayor  ami  Aldermen,  as  Mag  istratks, 
io  the  City,  together  with  His  Majesty’s  other  Jus- 
tices OP  THE  Peace,  acting  for  the  Cities  and 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Thames,  take  cogni- 
zance of  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Misdemeanors 
committed  within  their  respective  jurisdictions;  not 
only  within  the  limits  and  under  the  circumstances 
prescribed  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  2d  Geo.  III.  cap.  28, 
but  also  according  to  the  pow’ers  and  provisions  of 
various  Acts  of  Parliament,  indicting  punishment  oa 
a vast  variety  of  Nautical  Offences. 

As  it  is  by  the  general  operation  of  all  these  au- 
thorities, that  the  Government  and  Police  of  (he 
Port  of  London,  are  now  to  be  considered  as  car- 
ried on  ; it  will  of  course,  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
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the  powers  exercised  by  every  department.  In  so 
doing,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  out,  as  pre- 
cisely as  possible,  the  nature  and  e.xtcnt  of  each  se- 
parate jurisdiction  : to  detail  the  manifold  Regula- 
tions and  Provisions  of  the  Stat.  3Q  Geo.  Ilf.  c.  Ixix. 
“ for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  regulating 
the  Port  of  London,”  generally  called  The  Wet-Dock 
Act ; so  as  to  shew,  in  the  most  clear  and  distinct 
manner  the  several  purposes  to  which  that  Act  is 
applied:  And  lastly,  to  give  a view  or  abstract  of 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  a great  number  of  Sta- 
tutes, on  Maritime  Oftenccs  of  every  description ; — -of 
the  duties  prescribed  to  Captains  of  Merchant  Ships, 
and  their  Officers,^ — and  of  the/?i^/«  and  Regulations 
of  the  Port,  which  it  becomes  requisite  for  them 
punctually  to  observe  and  obey. 


Respecting  the  Crown. 

It  appears,  that  the  successive  Sovereigns  of 
England,  by  a variety  of  Charters  (48  in  number) 
from  Richard  I.  to  Charles  II.  granted  the  Con- 
servation of  the  River  Thames,  and  certain  other 
privileges  to,  and  imposed  corresponding  duties  on, 
the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London  ; all  these 
(except  nine  Charters  of  Henry  the  IV.  made  void) 
were  ultimately  established,  after  the  Revolution,  by. 
the  Statute  2d  William  and  Mary,  Stat.  l.c.  8;_ 
vacating  the  judgment  on  Qito  Warranto,  given 
• ' U against 
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agalost  the  City,  in  the  35th  of  Charles  II.  and  cott- 
firming  all  the  privileges  of  the  Corporation. 

Thus  did  the  Crown  relinquish  the  powers  which, 
in  similar  cases,  arc  exercised  by  Government,  and 
which,  therefore  admit,  from  time  to  time,  of  bene- 
ficial arrangements,  and  Legislative  ameliorations. 
It  would  appear,  that  the  River  Thames,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed,  suf- 
Icrcd  considerably  in  its  improvements,  from  the  re- 
lincjuishment  of  that  paramount  authority  which, 
while  it  remains  unimpaired,  has  been  found  best 
calculated  under  the  direction  of  Parliament,  when 
unrestrained  and  unshackled  by  corporate  privi- 
leges, to  accommodate  the  public  at  large,  by  Regu- 
lations adapted  to  the  progressive  improvements  in 
civil  society. 

To  this,  among  other  causes,  may  be  attributed 
tile  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  carrying  into 
elfect  several  excellent  improvements,  which  had 
been  in  contemplation  during  more  than  two  cen- 
turies, for  the  purpose  of  removing  many  of  those 
temptations  which  have  generated  habits  ruinous  to 
the  morals  of  the  labouring  classes  upon  the  River, 
.xud  hostile  to  those  general  accommodations  which 
were  imperiously  called  for  by  the  rapid  increase  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation. 

Since  the  grant  and  confirmation  of  the  Charters 
Already  alluded  to,  it  docs  not  appear,  that  the 
Crown  has  attempted  to  exercise  any  right  or  power 
1 over 
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over  the  River  Thames,  excepting  with  respect  ta 
the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  or  Surface,  under  low-water 
' niark.(M) 

This  right  was  exercistsi  in  the  instance  of  the 
Lease  or  Patent,  granted  of  the  privilege  of  plac- 
ing Mooring  Chains  in  tiers,  in  the  bed  of  the  River, 
for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping  ; which  was  re- 
cently enjoyed  by  Lord  Gwydir,  and  from  which 
a considerable  annual  emolument  was  derived. 

By  the  Wet-Dock  Act^  (§  35,  36)  Lord  Gwydir 
is  required  within  months,  on  receiving  an  ade- 
quate compensation,  to  surrender  to  His  Majesty  the 
rights  aiHl  interests  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the 
whole  of  the  Mooring  Chains ; for  the  purpose  of 
transferring  such  rights  and  interests  for  the  use, 
benefit,  and  convenience  of  the  Public,  fiee  from  all 
rents  and  dues  thereon  ; for  which  a compensation 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Crown. 

By  ^ 119  of  the  Act,  the  compensation  to  Lord 
-Gwydir  is  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners  of  compensation  ; and  by  ^ 152,  the 

(«}  The  following  traiucript,  foondataong  thcMSS.  of  Lord Trea- 
surer Burleigh,  in  Qjmn  Elizabcth’sreign,  has  been  quoted,  to  sIkw 
how  far  the  toil  and  ground,  under  the  Rirer,  belongs  to  the  Ciqr. 
<'  Abo,  for  proof  of  the  Pri  net's  intetsit,  in  Riven  flowing  bom  the 
Sea,  the  Thaaaet  and  Censervatian  thf.rrnf  was  not  only  givea  to 
the  City  of  London,  but,  by  tbeir  especial  suit,  the  King  gave 
therewith  all  the  ground  and  toil  under  the  same  : Whereopon,  if 
any  that  hath  a house,  or  land  adjonnig,  do  make  a Stand,  Scain, 
or  such  like,  they  pay  forthwith  a tent  to  the  City  of  London, 
how  high  soever  th^  be  above  the  low-water  mark." 

Sec  Stow's  Sitrvtjr  »f  Ltnin , vol.  i>  p. 
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amount  of  this  compensation,  is  to  be,  in  the  first 
instance,  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; 
and  repaid  thereto  out  of  the  rates  raised  by  virtue  of 
the  Act,  The  appointment  of  these  Commissioners, 
their  Oath  of  Office,  &c.  arc  regulated  by  ^ 130, 
131  and  132  of  the  Act 

By  ^ 120,  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  relinquishing  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
Mooring-Chains, as  settled  by  the  sameCommissioners 
and  the  Treasury,  and  to  be  also  advanced  out  of, 
and  repaid  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  and  ap- 
plied in  the  same  manner  as  money  paid  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Land-tax. 

. By  $37,  After  the  surrender  is  thus  made,  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  or  such 
person  as  they  shall  appoint,  under  the  inspection 
and  approbation  of  the  Members  of  the  Trinity- 
house,  arc  authorised  and  required,  to  repair  and 
remove  all  or  any  of  the  Mooring  Chains  between 
London- briiige  and  Bugbey  s-hole^  and  to  cause  others 
to  be  placed  in  their  stead,  in  such  situations,  within 
^the  same  limits,  as  shall  appear  to  them  and  to  the 
Trinity-house  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  Trade 
and  Navigation  of  the  Kiver.  With  power  also, 
(under  the  same  inspection  and  approbation)  to  re- 
move other  Mooring  Chains,  on  first  making  com- 
pensation te  the  Owners  and  Lessees  for  the  injury 
they  may  by  that  means  sustain. 

• ■ By 
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By  § 134,  “ In  consideration  of  the  great  ac- 
“ commodation  and  Advantage,  which  the  several 
**  Works  and  Regulations,'  w’hich  the  Act  authorises 
“ to  be  made,  will  afford  the  Shipping  and  Trade  of 
“ the  Port,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
“ and  expences,  which  will  be  occasioned  by  mak- 
“ ing,  building,  erecting,  and  providing  the  Canal, 
“ Cuts,  Sluices,  Bridges,  Roads,  and  other  Works 
“ authorised  by  the  Act  to  be  made  by  the  Corpora- 
“ tion  of  London,”  the  following  Tonnage  Duties 
are  granted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  term  of  Fourteen 
Years,  from  August  1,  1799;  payable  by  every  Mas- 
ter, Owner,  or  Person  having  the  charge  of  Ships  and 
Vessels,  trading  to,  frequenting,  and  using  the  Port 
of  London,  of  which  the  intended  Canal,  Docks,  and 
Works  arc  to  be  part. 

per  Ten. 

Class.— Ceasling  Vessels,  to  or  from  any  part  of 

Great  Britain,  for  every  Voyage,  both  d. 
in  and  out  inclusive .1 

ad.  Class. — yesitls  tnUring  inwards  from  Denmarlt, 
Norway,  or  Lapland,  (on  this  side  of 
, the  North  Cape)  or  from  Holstein, 

Hamburgh,  Bremen,  or  any  other  port 
in  Germany,  bordaing  on  or  near  the 
Germanic  Ocean,  or  from  Hollassd,  or 
any  other  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
the  NetNrlands,  France,  (within 
Vshani)  Guernsey,  'Jersey,  Sark,  Ire- 
land,  or  the  Isle  Alan 

Vessels 
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and  the  Cuts,  and  other  Works,  authorised  to  be  made 
and  done  by  the  Corporation  of  London. 

3d.  In  paying  all  the  necessary  cxpenccs  of  attending,  manag- 
ing, regulating,  maintaining,  repairing,  and  preserv- 
ing the  same  Canal,  and  other  Works,  for  the  term 
of  three  years  next  after  notice  shall  be  given,  that  the 
Canal  is  ready  for  use,  and  until  the  transit-rates  (men- 
tioned in  a subscqiic.nt  Chapter}  shall  become  payable 
to  the  Corporation. 

4th.  In  paying,  during  the  said  thrfe  years,  such  yearly  and 
other  sums,  as  may  be  payable  by  the  Corporation  of 
London,  for  compensation  tor  losses  and  deficiencies 
of  Tythes,  Taxes,  bevser  Kates,  and  other  Kates  and 
Assessments. 

On  the  credit  of  these  Tonnage  Duties,  the  Act 
1 62)  also  authorises  advances  to  be  made  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  to  the  Commissioners  for  com- 
pensations (to  be  replaced  from  the  said  Duties)  of 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
Compensations  directed  by  the  Act ; including  those 
to  the  Crown,  and  Lord  Gvoydlr,  in  respect  of  the 
Mooring  Chains ; and  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
ascertaining  the  same. 

By  § 154  of  the  Act,  the  monies  raised  by  the  said 
Tonnage  Duties,  are  directed  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  following  manner  : — 

So  much  thereof  shall  be  pid  into  the  Chamber  of  Loo- 
don,  as  shall  be  sufficient  from  time  to  time,  not  only 
for  defraying  the  necessary  Costs  and  Charges  of  main- 
taining and  tcpaiiuig,  altexing  and  Rsewing  the  M»er- 

ing 
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tog  X^b^.'ns  in  the  River  Thirties,'  and  laying  down  new 
ones  when  necessary  : But  also  for  paying  the  Salaries 
and  Wages  of  Hariour-AIatUrs  and  their  Assistants^ 
pursuant  to  the  Act : which  Expcnces  and  Salaries  arc 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation  accordingly. 

t 

After  the  above  payments  into  the  Chamber  of  London,  the 
residue  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Tonnage  Dues 
is  to  be  applied  in  repaying  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sums  advanced  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  as  already  spe- 
cified, with  5 per  cent,  interest  on  the  same  ; and  when 
these  advances  are  fully  repaid,  the  said  residue  is  to  be 
invested  in  Stock,  in  the  names  of  the  Chamberlain, 
Town  Clerk,  and  Comptroller  of  London,  for  the  time 
being,  who  shall  invest  the  yearly  Dividends  in  their 
names  in  the  like  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
lation; until  the  Dividends  of  the  Stock  purchased  by 
such  accumulation,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  payment 
of  the  Expcnces  of  the  Mooring-Chains,  and  of  ilie 
Salaries  of  the  said  Harbour-Matters  and  their  Assist- 
ants.— And  when  the  Dividends  arc  sufficient  to  answer 
those  purposes,  the  Rates  and  Dulles  imposed  by  the 
Act  are  to  cease  and  determine. 

Such  are  the  Functions  exercised  by  the  Crown, 
respecting  the  Police  and  other  Regulations  of  the 
River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  observ'cd,  that  the  chief  part  arc  created  by 
the  Wet-Dock  Act,  and  are  of  a temporary  nature;  so 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Act, when  the  money  to  be 
advanced  by  Government  is  refunded,  every  right  of 
interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  except  what 
relates  to  the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  under  the  River, 

and 
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respecting  Qirls: — Tnckk-IIouse  Porters: — Ticket 
Porters', — nnd  the  H^ntermens  Company. — General 
Recapitulation  of  the  various  Functions  ami  Duties 
of  the  Corporation. — Concluding  Reflections. 


King  KrcrfARD  I.  in  the  Eighth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  A.  D.  1 granted  to  the  City  of  Ixmdon 
a Charter,  for  which  they  paid  him  Fiflcen  Hundred 
Marks.  This  is  the  first  Charter,  by  which  the  Cor- 
jKiration  of  Ixiiidon  claims  the  Jurisdiction  and  Con- 
sen-ancy  of  the  River  Thames.  As  it  diil  not  pre- 
scribe any  Bounds,  or  limit  llic  Extent,  over  which 
the  City  was  to  take  Cognizance,  but  transferred  to 
the  City,  all  the  Kiglit  and  Jurisdiction  before  then 
enjoyed  by  his  Majesty’s  Keeper  of  the  Tower;  it 
was  inferretl,  that  the  City’s  Right  of  Jurisdiction 
included  the  whole  River,  from  its  junction  with  the 
Sea  Eastward,  so  far  Westward  as  it  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Thames.  But,  in  consccpicncc  of  the 
loose  expressions  of  this  grant,  both  the  extent  of  the 
City’s  Jurisdiction,  and  the  objects  of  their  Power, 
were,  from  time  to  time,  so  much  contested,  particu- 
larly by  the  Keeper  of  the  Tower,  that  it  was  found 
needful  to  explain  and  amend  this  Charter,  by  many 
others  subsequent : In  several  of  these,  and  for  a 
long  succession  of  time,  the  extent  of  the  City’s  Ju- 
risdiction on  the  River  Thames,  has  been  recited  and 
admitted  to  extend  from  Colne  Ditch,  a little  West- 
ward 
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ward  of  Shilnes  Bridge,  to  Yendal  (sometimes  called 
Kendal)  Yadatui  or  Ymfleel,  East  of  London  Bridge  : 
The  Stone  wliich  marks  the  Boundaries  to  the  East, 
.being  not  far  from  Upnor  Castle.  This  Jurisdiction 
includes  part  of  the  River  Medway,  and  its  Cogniz- 
ance extends  to  the  removing  all  wears  and  other 
nuisances  in  the  River  ; and  all  encroachments  by 
Buildings  or  Wharfs  on  the  shores  ; to  preserve  the 
Fisheries,  and  seize  unlawful  Nets  ; and  to  punish 
the  Fishermen  offending  against  the  Ordinances 
made  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Conduct  by  City 
Authority. 

In  order  to  execute  the  proper  Orders  enacted  by 
this  Authority,  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
is  by  various  Charters  appointed  to  exercise  and  ex- 
ecute the  Olficc  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  of  the 
Waters  of  Thames  and  Medway,  and  of  every  Bank, 
Shore,  and  Wharf  thereof,  within  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don ; for  which  purjxjse  he  hath  a deputy  or  sub- 
stitute, by  the  name  of  the  Under  or  Deputy  Water- 
Bailiff,  whose  office  is  to  discover  and  bring  to 
punishment  all  Offenders  as  to  any  of  these  points. 

It  is  the  duty  therefore,  of  this  Officer,  besides  en- 
forcing the  Regulations  respecting  the  Fishery,  (on 
which  more  shall  be  said  herc.nftcr)  to  notice  and  re- 
port all  encroachments  on  the  River  or  its  Banks, 
and  all  Nuisances  and  Annoyances,  whereby  the 
Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  in  any  respect 
injured  ; — such  as  throwing  Rubbish  into  the  River, 
pitching  Poles,  erecting  Wharfs,  making  Causeways 

and 
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It  appears,  that  certain  B)*e-laws  and  Rci^ulatioas 
were  made  accordingly  ; but,  that  from  the  year 
1727,  the  Company  ceased  to  act,  and  few  exertions 
of  any  kind  were  made  on  this  subject,  till  the 
year  1757  ; in  the  beginning  of  which,  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  prc>entcd  a Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  setting  forth  this  neglect,  and  prayings 
that  as  the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  of  the 
Thames  and  Medway,  had  been  vested  in  the  Mayor, 
See.  of  London,  time  out  of  mind,  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
servation of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  Fish,  in  the 
River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Mcd\ray,  for  the  bet- 
ter regulating  the  Fisheries  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
speedy  punishment  of  Offenders.  An  Act  was  in 
consequence  passed  (30  Geo.  II.  c.  21)  which  de- 
clared that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon- 
don should  have  full  power,  and  they  were  required^ 
to  make  Rules  and  Ordinances,  for  the  governing 
and  regulating  all  persons  who  should  fish  or  drudge 
in  the  River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
(within  the  juristliction  of  the  Mayor  of  London,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  VV’aters)  as  com- 
mon Fishermen  or  Drudgermen,  or  oUierw-isc:  and 
for  declaring  in  what  manner  they  should  demean 
themselves  in  Fishing  ; with  what  maimer  of  Nets 
and  Engines  ; at  what  limes  and  seasons  they  should 
use  Fishing ; for  ascertaining  the  assise  of  the  seve>- 
ral  Fish  to  be  taken ; and  for  the  preservation  of^the 
. . k t spawn 
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Spawn  and  fry  of  Fish,  within  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
'jaid.  Also  for  obliging  every  common  Fisherman 
or  Dmdgcrman,  ^o.  have  his  Christian  name  and 
surname,  and  place  of  abode,  painted  in  large  and 
legible  characters  on  his  Boat : To  annex  reasonable 
penalties  and  forfeitures  lor  the  breach  of  such  Rules, 
not  exceeding  5l.  for  any  oneoftence  ; and  from  time 
to  lime,  to  alter  and  amend  such  Rules,  and  to  make 
new  ones,  so  as  the  same  were  allowed  and  approved 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Great  Seal,  the  two  Lords  Chief  Jus- 
tices, and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  two  of  them. 

This  Act  was  still  farther  enforced  by  the  Stat.  • 
33  Geo.  II.  c.  27.  (of  the  penalues  imposed  by  which, 
notice  will  be  taken  in  a subsequent  Chapter.)  The 
execution  of  such  parts  of  both  these  Acts,  as  relate 
to  the  sale  of  fresh  Fish  at  Billingsgate,  to  the 
punishment  of  persons  having  unsizeable  Fish,  or, 
Spawn,  &c.  and  to  the  penalties  against  regrators  , or. 
forestallcrs  of  Fish,  is  specially  committed  by  the  Act, 
to  the  Under  Water-Bailiff  the  City,  and  to  cer- 
tain other  City  QUiccrs,  called  Teowrw  of  the  Water- 
side.  The  last  Rules  and  Ordinances  made  under 
these  Acts,  were  confinned  by  the  Judges,  and 
promulgated  in  1/85. 

But  however  well  intended  all  these  Rules  and 
Provisions  might  be,  to  guard  against  the  abuses  in 
the  Fish  Trade,  it  has  been  truly  remarked  by  a va- 
luable writer  on  the  History  of  London  {Noonhouck) 
that  no  accumulation  ©flaws,  or  trials  of  schemas, 
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have  been  yet  able  to  bring  Fish  to  London,  Irl 
qnaotilics  and  prices  answerable  to  its  neighbourhood 
to  the  Sea.  “ One  method  (adds  the  same  Author) 
ret  remains  to  be  tried  ; and  this  is  to  undo  all  that 
has  been  done  ; to  throw  the  employment  of  catch- 
ing and  selfing  Fish  entirely  open,  clear  of  all  corpo- 
ration restrictions  whatsoever  ; beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  to  preserve  the  spawn  or  fry,  and  to  main- 
tain an  impartial  freedom  of  sale." 

It  is  worthy  observation,  that  in  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  the  Fishery,  is  exem- 
plrficd,  not  only  the  sense  entertained  of  the  adt'an- 
tnges  of  a sommary  jurisdiction  with  respect  to 
minor  offences  ; but  also  the  humanity  of  the  system 
to  the  dcKnqacnts  themselves,  and  its  utility  to 
the  public,  in  reducing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
slight  misdemeanors,  many  of  which  appear  to  be  cx- 
dusTvcly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators 
of  the  River,  and  therefore,  not  cognizable  as  other 
offences,  by  the  rcsjicctivc  Magistrates  of  the  several 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Thames  and  Medway. 

Offences  may  therefore,  be  committed  with  im- 
punity, since  the  jurisdiction  only  attaches  once  a 
year;  before  which  time  the  culprit  is  probably  not  to 
be  found,  who  too  well  knows  the  slow  progress  of 
jn«!ticE,  and  the  very  feeble  arm  with  which  it  wields 
the  sword  of  punishment.  Multhudcs  of  Crimes  arc 
tfierefore  repeated  over  and  over  again,  which  it  is 
not  possible  for  these  respectable  M.'igistrntes  who 
Ldd  the  juristiictioii,  to  repress ; because  the  nature  of 
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the  system  will  not  permit  them.  However  efficient 
it  might  have  been  in  ancient . times,  when  Com- 
merce was  in  its  infancy,  without  the  means  of  se- 
tliiction,  by  the  numerous  temptations  which  now 
exist,  its  motions  are  infinitely  too  slow  to  be  useful 
in  correcting  the  extensive  corruption  of  morals  which: 
wealth,  luxury,  and  other  causes  have  introduced.  . 

This  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  clearly  established 
by  two  very  apeient  Statutes  still  in  forcc,(^)  which,, 
although  they  constitute  a part  of  the  general  law  of 
the  land,  and  extend  to  four  Counties,  can  only  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the. 
Metropolis.  What  would  be  the  state  of  society  if 
this  laborious  and  troublesome  privilege  (irksome  to 
the  possessor  and  hurtful  to  the  public)  elttended  to 
all  other,  offences  in  this  extensive  and  populous 
district  ? 

It  is  to  an  unfortunate  misconception,  relative  to 

(7*  By  the  Star,  of  4 Henry  VII.  chap,  i j ; the  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, hiving  the  Conservation  of  the  River  Thames,  from  the  Bridge 
of  Staines  to  the  Waters  of  Yindail  and  Medway,  shall  have  like 
authority  in  Breaches,  Issues  and  Creeks,  and  Grounds  overflown, 
at  far  as  the  Water  ebbeth  and  floweth,  as  touching  punishment  for 
using  unlawful  Nets  or  Engines  in  Fishing,  like  as  his  predccessort 
had  in  the  River  Thames ; provided  that  the  Lord  Majt)r  of  London 
have  not  the  Conservation  of  tlte  said  Breaches  and  Grounds  over- 
flown  within  the  King’s  grounds,  or  within  franchises  of  any  person. 

By  the  Statute  of  the  27  Henty  VIII.  chap.  18.— If  any  person 
shall  do,  or  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
itream  of  the  River  Thames,  hi  making  of  Shelves,  casting  of 
Rubbish  or  Digging,  or  take  away  any  Boatds,  Stakes,  Tifliber 
Work,  Pillars  or  other  things,  or  dig  or  undermine  Banks  or  Walls, 
Ac.  he  shall  forfeit  5I  —one-half  to  the  King,  and  one-half  to  the 
Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London. 
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ancient  privileges,  and  to  the  quick  and  rapij 
changes  which  take  place  in  the  superintendance  of 
local  jurisdictions,  that  many  of  the  evils  of  the 
River  are  to  be  imputed,  without  attaching  an  atom 
of  blame  to  the  individuals.  To  the  obsolete  nature 
of  the  system,  and  to  the  circumstance  ©fits  being, 
in  many  respects,  inapplicable  to  the  present  state  of 
society,  arc  these  evils  to  be  traced. 

Hence  the  progressive  accumulation  of  Mud,  and 
other  obstructions  in  the  River,  which  have,  within 
the  last  fifty  years,  reduced  its  depth  so  consider- 
ab!y.(r)  And  hence,  the  difficulties  which  have 
occurred  in  prontoting  those  improvements,  which 
the  slate  of  society,  and  the  extent  and  increase  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation  required. 

Privileges  (so  considered)  at  one  period  in  society, 
fraqucntly  become  burdens  in  another.  The  result 
is,  that  the  duties  incumbent  on  those  upon  whom 
the  privileges  were  conferred,  arc  neglected.  The 
calls  of  society  however,  require  that  they  should 
be  executed,  and  those  whose  interest  is  concerned 
in  the  execution,  perhaps  make  the  attempt  in  some 
shape  or  other.  This  is  resisted  as  an  infringement 
of  ancient  rights.  Although  these  rights  are  burden- 

(r)  Mr.  Lacas,  io  hu  examination  before  the  Cominlttee  of  tho 
Hoiue  of  Comaiofii,  on  the  Wet- Dock  Bill,  Mt  May,  1797,  ttite# 
the  River  between  Dciaifurd  and  Pelican  Suiirs,  to  be  in  a very  bad 
uatc  in  piuny  yartt.  That  during  lus  remembrance,  tbere  is  less 
water  by  bcme  feet  in  most  of  the  tiers  between  Lxindon  Bridge 
and  Dryti'urd.  In  some  places  liour  or  five  feet  less  water.  Isi 
other»v!ne  ur  two.  He  ks>ows  of  no  otlier  steps  taken  to  clear  the 
^ivcr,  than  that  of  the  Lighters  brlot'.ging  to  the  Trinity-boos^ 
r.tising  Ballast,  w hich  are  iniufiident. 

some 
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some  to  those  whose  province  it  is  to  move  tV  ma- 
, chine;  and  although  they  are  unwilling,  from  the 
unprofitable  nature  of  the  duty,  to  do  it  themselves, 
yet  are  they  equally  hostile  to^ every  attempt  on  the 
part  of  others  to  fill  up  the  chasm.  The  result,  is, 
that  many  good  things  for  the,  public  and  the  coun- 
try, are  either  postponed  or  tqtally  omitted.-  Where 
the  power  rests,  tlio  measure  will  not  be  -.pursued ; 
while  the  same  jxjwer  and  influence  operate  in  -pre- 
venting the  attempt  being  made  by  others.  .Mere 
matters  of  punctilio  often  stand  in  the  way  of  great 
and  beneficial  arrangements,  and  minds  thus  .de-j 
luded,  grasp  and  eagerly  cherish  the  shadow,  .while 
the  substance  passes  away. 

Nothing  can  be  more  hostile  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  science  of  useful  and.,  effective  Police.-  than 
opinions  and  misconceptions,  operating  through 
the  ^ medium  and  under  the  shelter  of  official,  in- 
fluence. • . 

It  is  to  a correct  and  well-planned  Police,  and  to 
the  removal  of  those  obstruction^  which  operate  as  a 
bar  to  its  progress  to  maturity,  that  this  Country  is 
ultimately  to  be  indebted  for  the  secur^.ty.of  the 
rights  of  innocence;  for  the  preservation  oflife,  and  li- 
berty ; and  the  support  of  that  excellent  Constitution, 
which,  standing  on  the  basis  of  virtue  and  morality, 
is  only  to  be  rendered  permanent,  and  secure,  by  pre- 
serving its  foundation,  and  by  guarding  it  against 
the  rapid  inroads,  which  relaxed  principles,  arising 
2 from 
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from  the  sudden  influx  of  wcalih,  have  made  upon  the 
best  hucresis  of  society. 

Prejudices,  when  strongly  rooted,  prorlucc  many 
cidls  in  public  life,  although  the  best  intentions  may 
exist.  By  indulging  in  habits  thus  prone  to  deceive, 
the  understanding  loses  its  proper  tone-  Deception 
occupies  the  station  of  truth,  and  the  judgment 
is  misled. — Reason  loses  her  distinguishing  faculties, 
— the  mind  becomes  jaundiced,  and  truth  is  over- 
whelmed and  enveloped  in  mist  and  darkness. 

The  mind  of  man  can  only  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
panded by  cherishing  a jealousy  against  the  influ- 
ence of  prejudice,  as  the  means  of  seeing  things  as 
they  really  are.  ’ 

III  discussing  subjects  of  political  treonomy,  this 
maxim  cannot  be  sufficiently  appreciated.  It  directs 
the  spirit  of  potrioti.sm'  in  the  course  best  adapted  to 
the  interest  of  society ; it  bluntsevcryspecics  of  resent- 
ment,'ilnd  excites  pity  even  for  the  worst  and  mos.t 
mischievous  of  the  human  race  ; it  excites  in  the 
mind ‘a  desire  to  promote  amendment,  rather  thau 
puni.shmcnt ; and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
human  beings  In  a course  of  criminal  turpitude,  by 
measi’iVc^  Of  prevention,  rather  than  by  examples  of 
Bcvcrity. 

A too  tenacious  adherence  to  obsolete  regulations, 
attef  the’  causes  which  rendered  them  necessary 
arc.  longer  ifi  Citistcncc,  and  the  reasons  upon 

which  thl'y’  were  founded  have  cca.sctl,  will  ever 
opcr.^lC  |X)wcrlully  as"  an  obstruction  to  those  bene- 
ficial 
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^dal  arrangements  in  the  Science  of  Police,  which 
are  so  imperiously  called  fpr  by  the  rapid  change 
which  is  sufficiently  visible  in  Society. 

The  emoluments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 
London,  as  Conservators  of  the  Rivers  Thamer 
and  Medway,  seem  to  arise  chiefly  from  fiees  and 
amerciaments,  which  pust  i>e  very  inco^derable  ; 
since  in  the  course  of  a Cer^tury,  only  35  different 
Offences  are  stated  as  having  occurred,  subjecting  the 
Delinquents'to  punishment.’(f)  • ■.■■n*,  •'  .T[ 

In  the  Statement  presented  by  the  City  of  London, 
to  thp  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  no  erno- 
luments  are  staled,  but  the  various  Rights  exercised 
by  the  Gty  of  London,  as  Copservators,.of  tbp  RivdrI 
Thames,  are  in  that  document  classed  under\he  fol- 
lowing Heads : . ■ ■ - . 

X ‘ 

(t)  See  a Brief  Statement  of  the  Title  of  the  City  of  London, 
to  the  Comenrancy  of  the:  RiVei  Ttumes  and  Waten  of  Medway, 
deliYered  to  the  Dock  CoHwnittpc  of  the  Hotue  of  Commons,  in 
1 799  ; as  giiren  in  thp  Appendix*  to  the  minutes  of  evidence  before 
that  Conunictfip,  page  9^,  &c.  ^ ^ ‘ 

In  this  Document  the  Corporation  rest  the  title  of  the  City  : 
-»iiC.  on  the  ground  of  pratriptUn,  pnBrmed  by  the  confession  of 
the  Attorney  .general,  and  the  jodgn^sit  of  the  Co4rt  of  ^cbc4 
qoer,  Trin.  Term.  3.  )ac.  I.— ad.  0|n  Jneu/fi  Cbatffts,  patticu. 
larly  those  of  8 Rit.  I j i i > > i HI ; » EJ-w.  Ill ; 3 
Jar,  I ; 14  ChafUi  ll.-^^jd.  On  Actt  af  Parliament,  particularly 
17  Ate.  I L 0,  9;  3 VI.  (C.  15  ; Hen.  VII.  0.13527 
Hen.  VIll,  c.  tb  ; 14  Geo,  III.  f.  91. — 4th.  On  Reportt  of  Legal 
Determinations,  particulafly  in  Davlifs  Reports,  j6,  37  ; Siderfin, 
148; '4th  Institute,  230.— And  lastly,  On  the  Exercise  of  the 
Right,  in  a variety  of  instasicca  (pecifi^. 
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I.  Thf  right  of  rtpilahng.  One  in 


One  instance  staiH  «« 
hare  orcured  in  . 
Two  in  . . . . 


the  Shifting 


One  in 
One  in 
One  in 
.One  in 


A.  D. 

. 1669 

1710 

1711 
1721 
1728 
*73* 

*743 


7 he  privilege  ef  /jriff/TOne  itutance  slated  to  have 
Pailriniht  River,  ftrj  occurred  of  Posts  being 
set  wp  near  the  Custom- 
house, at  the  City’s  ex  pence  1553 


the  etnvmiency  efSytp-  ^ 
ping. 


. The  privilege  tfrmw- 
ing  Ohtru{tHffs  occa- 
iitned  hj  hf'ears  and 
Steps. 


' j 


The  right  ^ Oeenuingy 
the  River  Thames. 


'One  instance  is  stated  of  • 

this  right  being  exer- 
cised in  ...  . . 1559 

• Another  instance  occurs  in  i6ia 

One  ipsUBce  occurs  of.tbia 
Right! being  exercised  in 
tlte  year  1617,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  C'.i’ib  16  7 

Another  in  the  year  1624. 

The  same  document  states  . 
in  ■ general  terms,  *'  tlut 
the  City  of  London  have 
• expended  in  keepings  in 
repair,  the  Avenues  to  the* 
River  TTiamcs,  and  public 
Stairs  arid  Docks,  and 
Cleansing  the  said  River, 
upon  an  average  of  the 
last  20  years,  the  sum  of 
/.6950  la  8.” 

V.  Tie 
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V. 


The  priviitge  of  dlncl- 
. ing  in  wh(it  places,  and 
the  manner  in  which 
Ballast  should  be 
ten  cut  of  the  River 
Thames. 


A.  D. 

Onclnstancc  occurs  of  this  . 

Right  being  exercised  in  1659 
No  instance  is  stated  since 
that  remote  period. 


VI. ‘ The  privilege  of  re- 
pairing the  Banhs  and 
Breaches  of  the  Rher^. 
. Thames,  . | 


L 


One  italance  is  stated  to 
have  occurred  in  . 
One  -on  complaint  made 
to  the  Court  in  . 
One  in  . . , ’. 


1572 

I 

'172.'? 

.’’"M 


VII.  The  privilege  of  Li- 
censing and  permitting 
IVharfs,  F.ncroach-<, 
ments,  and  ether  inno- 
cent Pnjectisns. 


f One  instance  stated  in  the  » 
Reign  of  Henry  VIM. 

'A  WatcT-BailifFappointbd  *' 
to  collect  Rents  for 
Port  Galleys,  Stairs  and  ' 
Encroachments  in  . . ‘1663 
One  instance  to  the  Navy 

Board 1 788 

One  to  the  Trinity-house  1793 
[^Onc  to  thcVictualing-board  1795 


VIII.  The  privilege  of  re- 
ft iving  Rents  for  Pro- 
jections, and  for  innt-< 
tent  Encroarhmentt.  1 


Yearly  Rent. 
Exercised  in  1706  . f.i  o o 
and  flne  of  fifty  guineas 
Exercised  in  1724  . . a « o 
. ....  in  1731  a. Pepper-corn 
. . . in  1732  • ; 4 ,0  o 
r ,•  1745 1-3.  .0  o 

. b 1762  . 15  15  o 


IX.  Tbt 
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1 X.  Ttht  friviUit  ef  abal~  f 
ling,  ir  remTving 
lf’'m  rft,  Eturuth-i 
. ing  into  lie  Rivet 
Thame 


Exercised  in 
. . . in 

I ...  in 


L 


A.D. 

i6»i 

1681 

1684 


Exercised  in 


in 


X.  tie  privilege  tf  ereding 
and  maiHlaining,  al  ike 
Gly't  expence,  public  < 

Slain  and  Landing 
Places. 

N.  6.  The  following  Stairs  were  erected,  and  continue  to 
be  repaired  at  the  City’s  cxpencc,  viz. — 


1669 

1672 


Biilingsgale 
Sab's  Slain 


AlliaUsU'S  Stairs 
Puddle  Dick  Stain 


Summers  ^uaj  Stairs 

• Trigg  Slain 

Sempie  Stairs 

^ueenhithe  Stairs 

• 

Cousins  Stairs 

Three  Crane  Stairs 

Dnugate  Stairs 
Old  Swan  Slatn 

Pauls  fyharf  Stain 

The  privilege  ef  abat- 

^Exercised in  ...  . 

1680 

ing  »r  rrmtving  Stairs 

j ■ * • in  • • • • 

1681 

and  Causeways,  made 

J««a 

168s 

by  Individuals. 

• • in  • • • t 

1698 

• * s « . 

”Exer*i&cd  in  ...  . 

165) 

3511.  Shi  privUegt  'ofgiv* 


When  s^i  order  i^a^de. , 
dirett^ng  t^c  Wjt^cr-baliff  to 
survey,  the  River,  from  .tinvi 


in^  erdtrs  respectingJ  to  tinpe,  ^ as  often  v 
'Flialt  stptH  the  RsHsen  finds  Timber  fastened  or 
looac,  to  the  hindcrance  of  the 
common  passage  of  the  River, 

floating 
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Renting  on  the  same,  to  seize  the 
said  Timber,  and  convey  it  to  the 
Bridge-house,  or  some  convenient 
plac(^  and  to  keep  the  same  until 
the  owner  be  known,  and  shall  pay 
the  charges  ; and  if  no  owner  ap- 
pears within  a year  and  a day, 
then  to  be  sold  as  other  goods  and 
things  usually  are  which  are  (bund 
floating  on  the  River. 


, r.  lojanuaiy,  19th  pf  Ifcnry  VII, 

(1504.J.  An  Inquest  was  appoint, 
ed  of  substantial  persons  ^dwelling 
next  the  Thames,  betwixt  the 
Tower  and  the  Temple,  to  in- 
quire as  to  Encroachments  and 
Dcfaiilts  made  and  done  on  the 
XIII.  Tht  privilege  . Tliamesj  and  the  Aider- 

Special  f'iews.  men  of  the  Wards  adjoining  the 

said  River  and  the  Viewers  of  the 
Cotirl  were  ordered  to  go  with  the 
Iqquest,  and  view  and  ovcr-sce 
all  Defaults. 

N.  B.  No  specific  instance  i» 
stated  of  this  privilege  being  ex- 
. , • l^^ercised,  since  that  period. 

Exercised  in  . . . . 1555 

V.  The  privilege  of  A Eloaling  Mill  on  Barges 
granting  Licences  ta^  , aljow^d  . • 1 65  5 

erect  Milts  and  If  ’ater  An  Etiginc  against  Arvodol 
IForh.  Wall,  to  convey  Watw 

into  Covent  Garden,  &c. 

• • ■ • ‘XV.  The 
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On  a general  review  of  these  speeifie  Rights  and 
Privileges  it  will  apj)ear,  that  many  of  them  arebar- 
clcnsomc  and  expensive  ; and,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
osving  to  this  cireumstanec  that  such  a small  propor- 


the  Shipping,  appxrars  not  to  have  been  exercised  for 
the  last  56  years,  and  no  instance  is  stated  of  repair* 
ing  Banks  or  Breaches  in  tile  River,  since  1723. 

In  short,  the  Act  of  Licencing  the  fermisstm  of 


tioNSf  and  of  receiving  Rents  for  such  indulgences, 
appears  to  be  the  only  privilege  exercised  during  the 
present  Century,  in  addition  to  the  two  instances 
already  adduced  ; except  bolding  Courts  of  Conser- 
vancy, and  cleansing  the  River  at  a very  great 
expense  to  the  Corporation.  (/)  If  there  be  no 


(t)  From  the  indistinct  mode  of  statement,  in  the  to  Appendix, 
the  min«Mes  of  evidence  before  the  Wet-Dock  Committee,  (p.  96) 
U does  not  clearly  appear  whether  the  sum  there  mentumed  of 
I a 8 was  the  average  annHal  expence  of  cleansing  the 


mg  Cuirti  tfCmstr- 
tMffo,  end  fmithmtm 
^.tfftndtrs.  I 


XVI.  The  privilege  ef  re- 
guletmg  the  Fishery 
in  the  Fivers  Thame 
emd-Mcdwaj. 


tion  of  the  whole  catalogue  of  privileges,  has  been  ex- 
ercised'during  a century  past.  The  right  of  regulating 


Wharfs,  Encroachments,  and  other  Innocent  frojec- 


cxpcnce 
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adequate  Fund  arising  from  the  profits  of  the 
Conservancy  to  meet  such  a heavy  expence,  this,  like 
many  otlier  ancient  privileges,  becomes  no  less 
noxious  to  the  respectable  Body  invested  with  this 
right,  than  it  must  be  injurious  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  River ; since  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  require  the  City  of  London  to  appropriate  its 
Funds  to  a service,  requiring  a large  annual  disburse- 
ment of  money  where  no  benefit  arises  in  return  : — 
Nor  is  it  less  injurious  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  River  Thames,  that  so  great  an  object  .is 
the  presen-ation  of  the  ancient  depth  of  water, 
should  depend  ori circumstances  and  arrangements  so 
hostile  to  its  improvement. 

The  functions  of  the  Trinity-House,  which  will 
be  explained  in  the  succeeding  Chapter,  do  not 
appear  to  extend  further  than  raising  Ballast  suitable 
for  Ships;  and  while  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
expence,  except  what  arises  from  the  Sale,  it  cannot 
be  expected  .that  the  obstructions  caused  by  an 
accumulation  of  Mud.  in  different  parts  of  the 
River,  (which  is  unfit  for  ballast)  can  be  re- 
moved by  either  of  these  Public  Bodic.s,  (the 
City  of  London,  or  the  Trinity  Corporation,)  un- 
less it  can  be  rendered  so  far  productive  as 
to  defray  the  cxpcnce ; and  hence  arises  a most 
important  consideration  in  respect  to  this  branch  of 
the  Police  of  this  great  Trading  River.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
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tnons  ^WS,  and  indeed,  it  is  admitted  on  all  Iiands, 
that  a intist  alarming  evil  exists  with  respect  to  the 
progrea^TC  diminution  of  the  depth,  against  which 
there  ap^ars  to  be  no  remedy  pmvTdcd.  If  it  had 
been  80^  the  evil  could  not  have  increased ; but  as 
the  cause  is  now  explained,  and  as  it  is  obvious  that 
there  casts  no  direct  re.'jxjnsibility  with  respect  to 
the  preservation  and  security  of  the  Navigation  of 
the  Kiver,  it  would  seem  highly  expedient  that  some 
mode  should  be  devised  before  the  difficulties 
iocreas^f 

In  addition  to  these  privileges  which  have  been 
S|)ccincally  detailed,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion have  recently  had  new  Powers  conferred,  and 
new  Duties  impoAd,  on  them  by  the  JVet-Dod  Act 
already  noticed  ; which,  proves  that’  the  privilege  of 
regulating  Vessels  by  thcConscrvatorcrf’  the  River,  was 
not  suffiocnily  defined  to  render  it  useful  or  efficient. 

It  has  been  already  noticed,  in  the  preceding 
Chapter,  that  in  dbnsequence  of  the  surrender  of 
the  Mooring- Chains  by  the  Crown  and  its  Grantee, 
the  Corporation  are  empowered  to  remove  and  alter 
the  prCsfent  Motoring- Chuitis,  aud  place  others  from 
time  to  tin  1C  under  the  inspection  and  approbation  of 
the  Trinity-House. 

By  § 78  of  this  Act,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
for  the  pme  being,  as  Conservator  of  the  River 
lhames,  is  authorised  and  required  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  shall  be,  to  nominate  and  appoint 
a properi^rson  or  pcreDiiSj  (who  by  § 79,  must  be 
6 previously 
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previously  duly  examined  by  the  Trinity  Gjrpora-' 
tion,  ami  obtain  a Certificate  of  their  fitness) 
to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour-Masler  in  the 
Port  of  London,  and  the  Canal  and  other  Works  ; 
(except  the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances  j 
and  except  such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at 
Vimchonse-hoh  and  BlacHvaU,  as  shall  be  with- 
in the  distance  of  200  yards  from  any  entrance 
oUt  of  the  River  into  the  Works  of  the  Wesl-India 
Dock  Company.) — These  llarbour-Masters  may  be 
suspended  or  amoved  on  sufficient  cause,  by  the 
Girporation  ; and  have  power  and  authority  given 
them,  (subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions 
hereafter  mentioned,)  to  direct  the  Entering,  Moor- 
ing and  Unmooring,  Moving  and  Removing,  all 
Ships,  Vessels,  Lighters  and  Craft,  (except  those  of 
the  Trinity -house,)  coming  into,  lying,  or  being  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  in  the  Canal  and  Cuts,  or 
any  of  them,  (excepting  the  Docks  and  such  parts 
of  the  River  as  were  before  excepted.) — Also  to 
reg^ilate  the  limes  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into,  lying  m,  or  going  out  of  the  same  ; and  their 
respective  Births,  Stations,  Positions,  Lading,  and 
Discharging  therein ; and  the  time,  or  times,  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said 
Canal.  And  in  case  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Pilot, 
&c.  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  Ship,  or 
V'essel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  Moor,  or  Un- 
moor, Move, -or  Remove  any  Ship,  according  to 
such  direction,  within  twelve  hours  after  notice 

given 
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given  in  writing,  or  left  with  some  person  on  boarrl 
the  Ship  or  Vessel  for  that  purpose  ; then  the  saiJ 
Ilarbour-Mastcrs,  and  their  Assistants,  arc  re- 

f » ' 

■qiiircd  to  Moor,  Unmoor,  I^Iove  and  Remove, 
such  Ship  or  Vessel  ; and  the  charges  and  expencc's 
thereof  rcspcrtivcly  shall  be  repaid,  together  with  3 
sum  not  exceeding  Ten  nor  less  than  Five  Pounds 
for  each  oftcnce,  by  the  Master  or  Owner,  or  the 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  Ship; 
ami  may  be  recovered  by  the  Corporation  of  London 
frc'in  the  Owner  of  the  Ship,  in  case  of  non-payment 
thereof,  on  demand  ; and  in  case  any  Master, 
Commander,  Mate,  Pilot,  or  other  person,  shall 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  the  Mooring,  Unmooring, 
Moving,  or  Removing,  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in 
the  said  Port,  (with  the  afores;iid  exceptions,)  such] 
person  shall  forfeit  a sum  not  exceeding  Ten  nor 
less  than  Five  Pounds. 

By  § 82  it  is  provided,  that  the  orders  given  “ by 
these  Harbour-Masters,  [or  by  the  Dock-Masters,  or 
Directors  of  the  West- India  Dock  Company,]  shall* 
rtot  diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  having 
cjiarge  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel.  ' “ 

By  § 92,  the  Harbour-Masters  are  directed  to 
observe  the  regulations  in  Statute  IQ  Geo.  III.  Cap.' 
58,  as  to  the  stationing  of  Foreign  \'esscls  ; and  those 
ih  Statute  29  Geo.  III.  Cap.  6s,  as  to  Mooring^ 
Ships  and  Importing  Tobacco. 

§ 79j  3t  any  time  it  shall  be  certified  to  the^ 

Lord  Ma^-or  of  London,  by  three  or  more  elder* 

‘ - - * - • • - • Brethren' 
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Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  that  any  person 
appointed  to  execulo  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master, 
has  neglected  his  duty,  or  misconducted  himself^ 
sueh  person  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  being  again  restored  to  his  Office ; and 
another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Lord-Mayor. — ^All 
Harbour-Masters  arc, directed  to  attend  the  Trinity- 
House  whenever  required,  by  a writing  under  the 
hands  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  elder  Brethren. 

By  § 83,  the.  intended  Canal,  Cuts,  and  Worksj, 
are  declared  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River.  Thames,  as  if 
actually  part  of  the  River. 

§ 84,  the  Canal,  and  the  New  Docks,  &c.  are 
declared -to  be  parts  of  the  Port  of  London;  and 
Vessels  resorting  thereto,  are  to  be  subject  to  all 
Port  regulations  and  duties. 

By  ^ 83,  Goods  Landed  or  Shipped  upon  or  from 
the  intended  Quays,  or  Wharfs,  in  the  New  Docks, 
are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
&c.  as  if  Landed  or  Shipped  on  or  from  the  present 
Legal  Quays. 

By  ^ 86,  the  Quays  in  such  of  the  Docks  as  shall 
be  walled  round,  are  declared  to  be  Legal  Quays. 

By  5 108,  the  Lord- Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mon-Council, are  authorized  to  make  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations;  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Harbour-Masters,  and  other 
persons,  to  be  employed  under  the  Act  by  the  Cor- 
poration,—for  regulating  the  Works,  &c.  authorised 
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to  he  made  hj  tbesH,  sakj^c.  xad  »ben  com  • 
f *«:ed  ; — tar  t!ic  more  suit  zrd  cooTauem  Nsn|;s- 
€ng,  Plac;“r,  Mooney,  tad  Ur-moorrng,  Ships, 
ard  och^r  VesseLs,  in  ibe  Rhrr  TTames,  icc. 
(Dbeks,  in:,  excepted  — fcr  tbc  better  Gorerning, 
arx!  Regabi::.?,  all  Masters  of  VeaBds,  PBots, 
ligbtencca  and  others,  vithtn  tbc  said  Port,  Canal, 
and  its  appircrances : — fee  prerendag  damage 
being  done  to  Shipping,  lighters,  and  Crart,  or  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise,  by  the  iasiung  of 
the  Waters  from  Houses  and  Bmidings ; and  such 
C'her  Bye-Lavs  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and 
expedient,  so  as  the  same  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
vith  this  or  any  other  Act : and  also,  to  repeal  and 
alter  tbc  same  Bye-Laws,  and  to  afiix  reasonable 
Penalties  not  exceeding  Forty  Shillings,  for  non- 
'/bscrvancc  thereof.  These  Bye-Laws  are  ’to  be 
printed  and  distributed  in  the  Port  of  London 
But,  (by  ^ 111,)  these  Bye-Laws  shall  not  be  valid 
or  put  in  force  until  allowed  and  approred  of  by  the 
Tx)rd-ChanccIIor,  two  Chief  Justices  of  the  King’s- 
Beoeb  and  Common-Pleas,  and  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
them: — And  (by  ^ 112,)  thirty  dap  before  these 
Bye-Laws  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Judges,  a Copy  ot 
them  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Trinity-House,  who 
may  slate  their  objections,  _ if  any,  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Corporation  ; and  if  not  satisfied  with 
their  decision,  they  may  then  state  such  objections 
to  the  Judges  before  the  said  Bye-Laws  are  allowed. 
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.By  § 108,  the  penalties  inflicted  by  these  Bye> 
Laws,  are  recoverable  by  distress  and  sale,  by  warrant 
of- any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offences  arc  committed ; who  if  the 
penalties  are  not  paid,  may  commit  the  Offender  for 
twenty  days,  or  till  payment  of  the  same. 

By  $ 175,  (which  saves  the  rights  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  Ckirporation,)  the  Lord<Mayer  is  empow- 
ered, in-  like  manner  as  he  hath  used  on  other 
'occasions,  to  inquire  of^  hear,  and  determine,  by 
presentment,  or  indictment,  taken  before  him,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters/  all 
offences  contrary  to  this ' Act,  or  such  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  as  shall  be  made  as  afore- 
said ; and  upon'  conviction  of  the  Offenders,  to 
impose  any  penalty  not  exceeding  what  is  inflicted 
by  the  Act,  or  by  the  Bye-^ws,  for  such  offence.” 

By  § 136,  “ In  consideration  of  the  security, 
accommodation,  and  dispatch,  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by  means  of  the  Canal,  as  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  Ships  and  Vessels,  than  the  present 
circuitous  and  dangerous  passage  round  the  Isle  of 
Dogs ; and  in  consideration  of  "the  great  charges 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  Maintaining,  Repairing, 
and  Improving,  and  Managing,  the  said  Canal, 
Cuts,  and  other  Works,  and  by  Providing  and 
keeping  a sufficient  number  of  Lock-keepers,  and 
other  Officers  and  Servants,  and  Draught- horses, 
for  the  assistance  and  proper  accommodation  of 
Vessels  in  such  passage.” — The  Mayor,  and  Com- 
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monaky,  and  Citizens  of  London,  and  their  Suc- 
cessors, (from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
voers,  next  ensuing  the  lime  when  the'  Canal  shall 
be  first  ready  for  use,  and  notice  shall  have  been 
given  of  the  same  in  the  Loiidou  Gazette,  and  two 
or  more  public  Morning  News-papers  usually  circu- 
lated in  London,)  arc  autlioriscd  to  ask,  demand, 
take  and  receive,  fover  and  above  the  other  Tonnage 
Kates,  made  fviyablc  to  His  Majesty,  and  also  the 
dues  to  the  West-India  ]>x:k>  Company,)  of  and 
from  all  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  which  bhall  enter 
and  make  use  of  the  said  intcuded  Canal ; any 
K«te  or  Kates  not  exceeding  the  tollowing — 


1.  Foi  every  Sfiip*  or  Vetsd,  Lighter,  Barge, 
or  other  Cralt,  Laden,  or  Unladen,  entering 
the  vaid  Canal. 

If  of  200  1 oiu  rrgibtef  McjJiitcmcnt,  or 
upward* 2d,  per  Ton. 

2.  Jf  ot  too  Tons  and  under  200  Toia  . . i|d.  perTon. 

3.  if  ot  50  and  iiiidcr  luo  Tun*  . . 10s.  (in  ail.j 

4.  If  of  20  and  urulcr  5^ being 

Vc«els  carr)ing  Sail  .......  5s.  (in  all.) 

5.  Every  Lighur,  Baigc,  Bw.it,  Cr.ifi,  Sic. 

which  shall  be  rowed  thioiigb  the  said  Canal  i Shilling; 

••1  I 


which  Rates  and  Duties  are  vested  in  the  Mayoi, 
Coniinouali}%  and  Citizens,  and  their  Successors,  x 
their  own  proper  monies,  but  foe  the  purposes  of  the 
Aa  ; and  shall  be  paid  upon  Ships,  or  other  Vessels, 
entering  within  any  Lock,  or  Jb'lood-gatc,  of  the 
Ci^i  or  at  such  other  UR9e,  as  the  Lyrd-Mayor, 
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Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  shall  appoint; 
and  shall  be  paid  only  once  for  each  and  every 
transit,  or  passage,  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  whether 
upwards  or  downwards ; and  such  Duties  shall  'be 
paid  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Chamber  of  London! 

By  ^ 145,  the  Common  Council  are  empowered  to 
lower  these  Transit  Rates,  (on  examining  the 
accounts  to  be  kept  concerning  the  Canal,  &c  J and 
again  to  raise  them  when  nccesary,  but  not  beyond 
their  original  height,  as  before  stated. 

By  ^ 1 57,  the  Chamberlain  is  directed  to  keep 
accounts  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  to  and  by 
the  City,  arising  as  well  from  the  said  Transit  Rates; 
as  from  the  money  directed  to  be  advanced  to  them*, 
(sec  Chap.  X.  p.  295.) 

By  159,  he  is  also  directed  yearly,  after  the 
Works  shall  be  begun,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Treasur)’,  true  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  all  money  received  by  the  City  by  virtue  of 
this  Act.  • ■ 

By§  1 55,  the  application  of  the  protluce  of  these 
transit  Rales,  is  directed  to  be  as  follows  : — 1st.  For 
paying  the  charges  incurred  in  collecting  and 
receiving  the  same. — 2d.  For  paying  compensations 
for  Losses,  and  deficiencies  of  Tythes,  TaxeSy  Scwer- 
Rntes,  and  other  Rates  and  Assessments. — 3d.  In 
discharging  the  necessary  cxpences  of  Attending, 
Managing,  and  Regdbting,  (after  being  finished,) 
and  in  Maintaining,  Repairing,  Preserving,  and 
Improving,  the  said  Canal,  &c.  including  the 
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charges  of  towing  Ships,  and  opening  and  shutting 
Flood-gates : and  lastly t all  the  residue  or  overplus, 
is  to  be  applied  in  creating  a Fund,  in  aid  of  the 
said  Transit  Kates,  in  order  that  they  may  in  due 
time  be  lowered. 

For  the  transacting  of  all  the  Girporation  business 
respecting  this  Act,  the  Common  Council  are  autho- 
rised to  appoint  Committees  ; on  which,  persons 
interested  in  any  Contracts,  are  not  eligible. 
These  Committees  are  empowered  to  contract  with 
proper  persons,  (whether  Freemen  of  London  or 
not,)  for  performing  the  Works  to  be  done  by  the 
Corporation ; Previously  to  the  making  such  Con- 
tracts, notice  is  to  be  given  in  the  Public  Papers, 
and  all  Contracts  are  to  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  by  their  Clerk,  and  entered  in  a premier 
book.  Finally,  the  Common  Council  and  their 
Committees,  arc  authorised  to  appoint  Clerks,  Col- 
lectors, Treasurers,  and  other  Officers  ; with  Sala- 
ries, to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be  received  by 
the  Corporation  under  the  Act,  and  who  arc  to  give 
security  to  fulfil  their  respective  Trusts.  Sec  the 
Act,  § 164 — 168. 

Such,  on  the  whole,  may  be  stated  to  be  the  Old 
and  New  Functions,  (for  they  cannot  be  call^ 
privileges,)  incumbent  on  the  Lord-Ma^-or  as  Con- 
servator of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London,  to  exercise  and  perform. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Ancient  Charters  have 
placed  under  the  same  management  and  control, 

certain 
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certain  classes  of  Labourers  in  specific  branches  of 
Commerce,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  the  City 
of  London,  possess  exclusive  privileges,  so  far  as 
relate  to  the  measurement,  of  CaaUy  Grain,  Salt^ 
Fruits,  Vegetables,  ^c.  water-borne  on  the  Thame^ 

Certa'm  other  privileges  also  attach  to  the  Garbling 
of  Merchandise  Imported,  (except  Tobacco,)  and 
to  the  Package,  Scavage,  Balliagc,  and' Portage  of 
Goods,  and  the  Package  of  Cloth. 

420  privileged  Carts,  belonging  to  the  Fellowship 
of  Carmen,  («)  are  also  regulated  by  the  City  of 
London,  who  give  security,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  acting  for  hire  in  the  City.  They  arc 
also  compellable  to  do  the  Cartage  business  of  tfie 
Port  when  called  on,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  their  Load,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Ser- 
vants. They  pay  annually  17s.  4d.  to  the  Governors 
of  Christ’s-Hospital  for  their  Licence,  and  23s.  6d. 
for  every  Transfer,  - which  is  generally  sold  for 

about  100. 

Tackle-house  Porters,  (who  have  about  1,500 
' Ticket-Porters  (^)  under  them,)  are  also  regulated  by 
the  Citj  of  London.  They  havethe  privilege  of  per- 
forming .the  labour  of  Unshipping,  Landing,  Carry- (**) 

(**)  Thetc  are  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Dwk  Coramittre  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  May  30,  1797.  » 600  famillw. 

Thi*  Society  was  inttnuied  in  166 j.  • - ' 

' If  is  stated  in  the  same  Minutes,  that  thete  are  1 500  Ticket. 
Porters  in  all,  who' work  uadcr  the  Tackle-htwie  Porteo,  of 
which,  about  joo  arc  employed  in  the  business  of  the  Watcr-side. 

;iiu.  >ng» 
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An  endwvour  has  thus  bceri  made  to  develope  the 
nature  and  extent  of  'thc  Functions  of  the  City  of 
London,  as  they  rtilatc  to  the  Police  Regulations,  ap- 
plicable to  the  Port  of  London  and  the  Rivc^ 
Thames.  * As  they  are  exceedingly  extended  it  may 
be  useful  to  bring  the  whole  under  the  review  of  the 
Reader,  by  the  following ' 

* ’ . **  • , ' 

RECAPITULATION, 

Exumbrating  the  dipperrnt  privileges  and 

FUNCTIONS  EXERCISED  BY  THE  CITY  OP  LONDON, 
IN  RESPECT  TO  THE  RIVER  THAMES  AND  PORT 
GP  LONDON. 

- ' * I 

' • I.  Conservatorial  Functions: 

1st.  To  regulate  the  Fisheries  in  the  Thames  and 
Medway,  and  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

2d.  To  preserve  the  River  from  Injurious  Encroach- 
ments. 

3d.  To  cleanse  the  River,  and  to  preserve  its  Depth 
by  the  removal  of  Mud  and  Filth. 

4th'.  To  prevent  and  remove  Nuisances  and  Obstruc- 
• tibns  of  every  kind. 

5th.  To  repair  Banks  and  Breaches  in  the  River. 

6th."  To  erect  Posts  for  the  Convenicncy  of  Ship- 
ping. 

7*b.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  repair 'certain  Public 
^irs.  - ■■  ■ ' ' ' * 
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8KB.  To  grant  licences  U3  erect  Wkar^  Stain, 
Camemfi,  znd  otlirr  inoofmt  ^ofcctiaac. 

9th.  To  taie  ep  and  b.j  <k]«n  Mooring-ChiiBi  to 
the  CoeTm'encj  of  Shipping. 

lOch.  To  appocua  Warer-BaiL^  to  snperintend  the 
Fnbencs,  and  to  prrrexu  EncroaciuDeBts,  Ot>- 
stroctloos  and  ocber  Nuisacccs  in  the  River. 

llth.  To  make  Bvc-Law«  to  the  Regubtioa  and 
the  proper  Birth;  rg  of  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
Craf:  in  the  River  Thames,  and  ako.  Rules  for 
Harfaour-Maitexa. 

12th.  To  manage  Bod  direct  all  matters  rdathre  to 
the  fjwl  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  and  to  collect 
the  Rates  thereon. 

13th.  To  appoint  one  or  more  Harboor-Masters  to 
attend  to  the  Birtlung  of  Ships,  and  to  the  well- 
ordering  of  the  Pbrt. 

14tb.  To  bold  Gxirts  of  Cooscrraocy,  for  the  Pankh- 
ment  of  Odfences. 

II.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Trade  of  the  Port,  in 
Lading,  Unlading,  and  St'^ring  of  Merchandise.  ' 

1st.  To  regulate  and  control  Lightermen  and  Wa- 
termen in  the  River,  amounting  to,  from  6 to 
8,000  usually  employed. 

2d.  To  regulate  and  control  Tackle-House  Porters, 
22  in  number. 

Sd.  To  appoint,  regulate,  and  control  Ticket  P<x- 
icrs,  for  the  lading  and  discharging  <^*  Goods, 
about  1500  in  all. 

4t5.  To 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIVER  POLICE. 


331 


4tb.  To  appoint,  in  conjunction  with  the  Govemort 
of  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol Carroons  or  privileged  Carts,  4^20  in  num- 
ber, to  convey  Merchandise  to  and  from  the 
Landing  Places,  to  the  Repositories  of.  the  Mer- 
chants ; about  600  in  all,  including  Servants. 

HI.  Fufutims  applicable  to  the  Measurement  of  CoalSf 
Com,  Salt,  Fruit,  and  Vegetables,  imported. 

1st.  To  appoint  sworn  Meters,  for  measuring  Coals 
in  the  Port  of  London,  and  to  control  and  regu- 
late, in  a certain  degree,  this  important  branch 
of  Trade,(y) 

2d.  To  appoint  Corn  Meters,  and  to  regulate  and 
control  the  Importation  of  this  important  ne- 
cessary of  Life. 

3d;  To  appoint  Measurers  for  Salt,  and  also  Fruit  and 
Vegetables,  water-borne  on  the  Thames. 

* ) 

IV.  Functions  applicable  to  the-  Garbling,  Fackage, 
Scavage,  Balliage,  and  Portage,  of  Merchan- 
dise exported  and  imported,  . • . 

..  . f ^ ' 

1st.  An  old  Law  of  James  I.  for  the  wcll-g;arbling 
of  spices  in  London,  (Stat.  1.  Jac.  I.  cap.  ig.) 

♦ »•••#  » 

4;)>Thc  directions  of  the  Charter  of  12  Jac.  1.  with  respect  to 
this  necessary  Article  of  SabtMtencc,  aTe  not  unworthy  attention  at  ' v 
the  present  time.-  ' ' .... 

. i-  r ' lacing 
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being  by  length  of  time,  found  unless,  if  not 
prejudicial,  was  repealed,  by  Stat.  6 Ann,  r.  l6. 
and  an  equivalent  was  given  to  the  City  of 
Txjndon,  (or  the  Pmllts  formerly  made  of  the 
Carblcr's  Office,  by  laying  a Tax  of  40f.  yearly, 
to  be  paid  to  the  Chamberlain  of  Ixandon  by  all 
Brokers  ; nevertheless,  The  I,ord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common  Council,  fnav  still,  if  they 
thierk  filing,  ajrpoint  a Gaiblcr  who,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Owner  of  an\  Spices  or  Drugs  gar- 
blcablc,  and  not  otlienvise,  shall  garble  the 
same,  at  such  Fees  as  the  Ixird  Mayor,  See. 
may  appoint. 

2d.  The  privileges  of  the  Packi!"e  of  Cloths  and  cer- 
tain other  outward-bound  Ckxxls  of  Foreiarti 
Merchants,  Denizens  or  Aliens  ; of  Scava^e 
(/.  e.  Shewage  or  Surveying)  of  certain  Goods 
imported  by  Foreign  Merchants ; of  BaUiage, 
or  Delivery  of  Goods  of  such  Merchants  to  be 
exported  upon  and  through  the  River  Thames, 
and  upon  any  Wharf  or  Shore  thereof ; and  also 
the  Portage  of  Wool,  Tin,  and  other  Articles, 
(imported  or  e.x ported  by  such  Merchants,)  to 
and  from  the  Thames,  and  to  and  from  the 
Warehouses  of  such  Merchants:  Ail  these  are 
confirmed  to  the  City  by  Charter,  of  the  15th 
of  September,  l6  Charles  II;  and  certain  Rates 
and  Dufies  arc  'apjK)inted  by  a Schedule  to  that 
Charter,  to  be  paid  accordingly. (s) 

. Buticfl  arcuated  at  length  in  Stiil’i  Sii/.Marttr’i 

yinmtM, 

2 Thes* 
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' These  Functions  are  of  great  moment,  and  from 
their  accurate  and  proper  execution,  advantages  of  a 
very  extensive  nature  are  to  be  derived  by  the  Com- 
munity; while  in  the  present  state,  of  Society,  and 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  Commercial  Interests  of 
the  Port,  infinite  mischief  and  inconvenience  must 
result  from  a relaxed  or  inattentive  execution  of  the 
important  Duties  which  the  City  of  London  has  im- 
posed upon  itself.  „ 

To  the  individuals  who  compose  the  respectable 
Body  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  utmost  con- 
fidence is  due,  bothoD  account  of  their  integrity  and 
talents;  but  in  their  private  capacity  no  responsi- 
bility attaches,  while  in  their  Corporate  Situation,  the 
obligation  to  perform  a Duty  is  considered  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  make  art  order,  “ that  it  shall  he 
carried  into  effect”  Whether  therefore,  in  the  execu- 
tion there  is  merit  or  demerit,  is  not  an  object  of  In- 
quiry or  Cognizance,  unless  some  gross  misconduct 
urges  a complaint  or  accusation.  An  Individual  fol- 
lows up  his  directions,  and  sees  that  they  arc  carried 
pointedly  into  execution.  Where  an  onus  or  re- 
sponsibility rests  there  is  Security  : Where  it  does 
not,  in  spile  of  the  best  Guards  that  can  be  devised, 
and  even  tlic  best  and  most  patriotic  intentions  on 
the  part  of  many  of  the  Individuals,  who  coni|H)se 
great  Public  Bodies,  relaxation  will  be  manifest,  and 
inconveniences  will  consequently  be  felt  by  the 
Public. 

‘ - — n . - I. ..  . . /l  Ijope. 
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A hope  however  may  be  iadulgod,  that  from  the 
collected  view  in  which  these  important  Fonctions 
have  been  placed,  and  . t'rora  the  great  consequence 
of  an  uninterrupted  conscientious  execution,  many 
worthy  Members  of  Society,  who  now  are  or  here- 
after may  become  Members  of  the  Corporation  of 
London,  unit  feel  impressed  with  she  weight  of  the 
trust  committed  to  their  charge;  and  by  a zealous 
and  patriotic  regard  to  the  Public  Good,  counteract 
those  inconveniences  and  obstructions  which  this 
species  of  superintendance  generates  in  this  and  every 
other  Country,  where  Comincroc  is  coocemed. 


t ^ ^ 

• « * « • r 
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CHAP.  XII. 

. . : 1 ... 

Powers  and  Fwtctiom  of  /Af  Tkinity-House  Corpo- 
ration, as  relating  to  iJie.  Thames  and  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  original  Foundation  and  Incorporation. — 
The  Stat.  8 Eliz.  (ap.  13.' — Their  Charters  and 
Bye~ Laws.— Recapitulation  of  their  Powers,  ly 
, Charter  and  Antient  Statutes,  under  Eight  different 
Heads. — Their  ^ Power ^ as  to  Pilots,  enlarged  and 
confirmed,  by  Slat.  5 Gep.  II.  cap.  20. — An  Abstract 
of  that  Act,  as  relates  thereto  : — and  to  Gunpow- 
der, &c.— Abstract  of  the  Act  6 Geo.  II.  cap.  20. 
for  Regulating  Lastage  and  Ballastage.— Rates  pay- 
able to  the  Corporation  for  Ballast. — Abstract  of  the 
Act  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  \Q.for further  regulating  Bal- 
last and  preventing  the  acamulation  of  Dirt,  Rub- 
bish, £sff.  in  the  River : — An  important  Clause  of 
that  Act,  to  be  observed  by  House- Keepers  in  Lon- 
don, to  prevent  Dirt  being  thrown  in  the  Streets  and 
Kennels. — Powers  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  under 
the  Bumboat  Act,  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  28. — Under  the 
Wet-Dock  Act,  30  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. — Respecting 
Light-  Houses,  and  the  Dues  payable  to  the  Corpora- 
••  tion,  by  Ships  passing  the  same. — Recapitulation  of 
the  Powers  find  Privileges  of  the  Corporation, 
by  Modern  Statutes,  under  Eight  Heads. — Conclud- 
ing Observations  on  the  great  Credit'  dtte  to  the 
Members,  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  attention  to 
the  performance  of  their  various  Duties. 

The 
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1 iiK  Trixitt  CoRpoRATioif  wa«  first  founded  in 
the  year  1513,  by  Sir  Henry  (or  as  some  say  Sir 
Thomas)  Spert,  Knight, (a)  Comptroller  ol'  the  Navy, 
to  King  Henry  VIII. 

This  Body  received  their  first  Charter  from  the 
same  Monarch,  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  his  reign ; 
which  confirmed  to  them  not  only  the  Antient  Pri- 
vileges of  the  Mariners  of  England  (which  had  been 
incorporated  before)  but  also  their  several  valuable 
Possessions  at  Deptford. 

The  object  of  this  foundation  was  the  increase 
and  encouragement  of  Navigation ; the  good  Go- 
vernment of  Seamen  ; and  the  better  Security  of 
iNIcrehant  Ships ; for  which  purpose  a power  is 
granted  them  in  their  Charter,  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

By  the  Statute,  8 El  17.  cap.  1 3.  ( X^.  1 363) 
This  respectable  Body  is  recognized  by  the  Legisb- 
turc,  as — “ A Company  of  the  chiefest  and  most  ct- 
“ {>ert  Masters  of  Ships,  who  arc  incorporated  within 
**  themselves,  charged  with  the  Conduction  of  the 
**  Queen’s  Majesty’s  Royal  Navy,  are  bound  to  forc- 
**  lee  the  good  Increase  and'Maintcnance  of  Ships, 
**  and  of  all  kind  of  men,  traded  and  brought  up  by 
**  Water-Craft,  most  meet  for  her  Majesty’s  Set  • 

(a)  A Sir  Thoma*  Spert,  Knight,  is  mentioned  in  the  Snmtw 
27  Heniy  VIII.  cap.  ih.  for  the  preservation  of  the  River  TIuiim*, 
as  " having  the  Office,  and  Ordeting  of  and  fbf  ballattiag  af 
Shipa." 

^ vice.- 
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‘‘  vice."- — The  Preamble  of  the  Act  also  states,- — 
That  “ forasmuch  as  by  the  destroying  and  taking 
“ awayCGrtJvinSteeplcs.WootlSjandother  marks  stand- 
“ Jug^upon  the  Main  Shores  adjoining  to  the  Sea- 
“ Coasts  this  Hcalm,ofJingtand  and  Wales,  being  as 
“ Peaconsand  Marksof AnticntTime,accustorned  for 
“ Seafaring  Men,  .to  save  and  keep  them  and  the 
“ Ships  in  their  charge  from  sundry  Dangers  there- 
“ to  incident  ; divers  Ships,  with  their  Goods  and 
“ Merchandise,  in  sailing  from  Foreign  Parts  to- 
“ wards  this  Realm  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
“ especially  to  the  Port  and  River  of  Thames,  have 
“ by  lack  of  such  Marks  of  late  years  been  miscar- 
ried,  perished,  and  lost  in  the  Sea,  to  the  great 
“ detriment  and  hurt  of  the  Common  Weal,  and  the 
“ perishing  of  no  small  number  of  people 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration are  .authorised  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
and  at  their  own  cost,  to  set  upas  many  Beacons, 
Marks,, and  Signs  for  the  Sea,  in  such  places  of  the 
Sea-Shores,,  and  Uplands  near  the  Sea-Coasts,  or 
Forelapds.of  the  Sea,  only  for  Sea-Marks,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  requisite;  whereby  the  Dangers  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  Ships  the  better  come  into  their 
Ports  without  peril. — Power  is  also  given  at  the  Costs 
and  Charges  of , the  Corporation^  to  maintain  and  re- 
new the  said  Sea-Marks. 

‘ The  Same  Act  prohibits  the  removing :or» taking 
do\yn  any  l^teeple?.  Trees,  '&c.  standing  as  Beadons 
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or  Sea-Marks;  under  penalty  of  lOOi  or  in  defauTt 
of  Payment,  the  Offender  to  be  ipso  facto  consi- 
dered as  an  Outlaw. 

It  also  authorises  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  license 
^lariners  and  Seamen  dwcllinjj  about  the  River 
Thames,  as  well  between  their  V'^oyages  as  at  other 
times,  to  row  their  own  Wherries,  or  any  other 
Wherries  by  them  hired,  or  wherein  they  shall  be 
employed  to  work  up  and  down  the  said  River 
Thames,  to  apply  and  follow  the  ordinary  jjassing  and 
carrying  the  Queen’s  Majesty’s  People  to  and  fro, 
as  other  Watermen,  commonly  called  Wherrymen, 
are  accustomed  to  do. — “ That  these  Mariners  may* 
“ thereby  the  belter  keep  and  refrain  themselves 
“ from  Folly,  Idleness,  and  Lewd  Company ; and 
“ for  the  Relief  of  them,  their  Wives,  and  Children.” 

In  the  year  l()85.  King  James  II.  eonfirmed  all 
his  Predecessors  had  done  in  favour  of  this  Society, 
by  a new  Charter,  incor|K>rating  them  by  the  name 
of — The  yiiister,  Ifartletis,  ami  yfssis fonts  of  the  most 
Glorious  and  Undivideel  Trinity,  of  St.  Clement,  in  the 
Parish  of  Deptford  Strond,  in  the  County  of  Kent. 

The  Corj)oi  ation  consists  of  a Master,  Deputy  Mas- 
ter,(/>)  Four  Wardens,  Eight  Assistants,  and  Seven- 
teen Elder  Brethren,  who  manage  the  whole  Affairs 
of  the  In.stitution  : There  arc  also  an  indefinite  num- 

s, 

(i)  The  Right  HonouraUe  Williim  Pitt,  present  Master — 
Robert  Preston,  Esq.  M.  P.  Deputy  Master. 

ber 
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bcr  of  Younger  Brethren,  composed  of  Nautical  Men 
who  have  certain  privileges  and  immunities  granted 
to  them,  such  as  being  exempted  from  either  serving 
in  or  contributing  to  the  expence  of  the  Militia,  or 
serving  on  Juries  and  Inquests.(r)  Their  House 
and  Offices  have  been  recently  removed  toTower  Hill, 
where  the  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  are  held 
every  Thursday,  and  where  there  are  various 
Officers  under  the  direction  of  a Secretary,  con- 
stantly in  attendance. 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Charter  ©f  King 
James  II.  the  Corporation  made  certain  Bye-Laws, 
V'which  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  High  Chancel- 
lor, and  the  Judges,  on  the  24th  of  June  1687  (by 
Virtue  of  the  Stat.  19  Henry  VII.  cap.  7*)  Of  these 
Bye-Laws  the  following  is  an  Abstract : — 

1st.  Every  Master,  Pilot,  or  other  Seaman,  refusing  to  appear 
when  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Corporation,  shall 
forfeit  as  follows,— the  Master  or  Pilot,  I3r.  4^.  and 
Mariners,  2r. 

2d.  Every  Mariner  going  to  Sea,  without  paying  the  Duties, 
as  they  ought,  to  the  Corporation,  shall  pay  double  on 
their  return,  in  addition  to  what  may  arise  on  the  new 
Voyage.  . 

3d.  Every  Ship-master  and  every  Mate,  who  shall  not  be  on 
board  their  respective  Ships  in  the  River  Thames,  at  or 
above  Blackwall,  while  the  Ship  is  lading  or  discliarging,  to 
see  the  Merchandise  orderly  and  safely  received  or  deli- 

(f)  Stow’s  History  of  London, 
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vercd,  (full  forfeit  6s.  8</.  for  every  Offence. — If  bekn^ 
Blackwall,  the  Master  or  Mate  shall  be  on  board  three 
times  a week,  or  every  other  day,  or  forfeit  the  like  Pe- 
nalty. 1 he  Master,  Boatswain,  Gunner,  or  Carpenter, 
or  two  of  them,  shall  lie  on  board,  while  the  Ship  shall 
have  any  Goods  remaining  in  her,  on  forfeiture  of  5/. 

4th.  Evciy  Sliip-Mastcr  drying  their  Bread-Rooms  in  the  n^bt. 
or  keeping  any  hre  therein  in  the  night,  to  forleii  5/. — 
[.\nother  part  of  this  Bye-Law  related  to  the  receipt  and 
discharge  of  Gunpowder,  and  the  melting  of  Pitch,  &c. 
now  regulated  by  the  Statute,  5 Geo.  1 1.  cap.  20.  ] 

5th.  [This  Article  of  the  Bye-Laws  respected  the  unshottlng 
and  bring  of  Guns,  now  also  regulated  by  the  same  Stat. 
5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20.] 

fith.  Every  Ship-master  honiew  ard-bound>  who  shall  permit 
persons  navigating  Bumboats,  carrying  Fruit,  Wine,  and 
Strong  Waters,  to  come  on  board  their  Ships  ; or  who 
shall  suffer  the  Dirt  of  their  Ships  to  be  put  into  their  own 
Boats,  at  unseasonable  hours  of  the  day,  or  to  be  thrown 
over-board  in  the  River,  shall  forfeit  loi. 

yih.  Every  Master  who  shall  suffer  Goods  to  be  taken  in  or 
heaved  out  of  his  Ship,  withtaut  having  a Sail  nailed  to  the 
cell  of  the  Port,  or  (if  a sirull  Vessel^  to  the  Gunnel,  to 
overhang  the  side  of  the  Lighter,  shall  forfeit  aor. 

8th,  Every  Person  refusing  or  hindering  any  Officer  or  Person 
appointed  by  the  Corporation,  on  shev^ing  his  authority 
untler  the  Common  Seal,  from  coming  on  board  of  his 
Sltip  in  the  day-time,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  unshot- 
ted,  heating  of  Pitch,  Tar,  ice.  or  to  examine  whether 
Fread- Rooms  arc  dried  at  unlawful  hours,  or  Persons  na- 
\igatirg  Bumboats,  come  on  board,  to  forfeit  5/. — [By 
Stat.  5 Geo  II,  cap.  20.  $ 5,  the  Person  appointed  must 
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be  an  Elder  Brother  of  the  Corporation » and  the  obstructing 
him  is  by  that  Act  punished  with  a Penaly  of  5/.] 

9th.  Any  member  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  set  his  name 
to  any  Bill,  Petition,  &c.  to  Parliament  or  inferior  Juris- 
dictions, in  name  of  Seamen  in  general,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Master,  Warden,  and  Assistants,  shall  forfeit  5/. 

lOth.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme, 
while  on  Ship-board,  shall  forfeit  is.  to  the  Poor’s  Box. 

Every  Mariner  hired  to  serve  on  board  of  any  Ship,  who 
shall  lie  on  shore  during  the  Voyage  without  leave,  shall 
forfeit  2s.  bd.  to  the  Poor’s  Box. 

Every  Mariner  being  in  perfect  health,  who  shall  ab- 
sent himself  from  prayers,  being  performed  according  to 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  who  shall  not 
repair  thither,  after  the  ring  of  the  Bell,  shall  forfeit  bd. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  drunk,  shall  forfeit  is. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and 
who  shall  not  obey  the  Master’s  lawful  commands,  or  the 
Mate’s  or  Boatswain’s,  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  half  his 
Month's  Pay.  ' 

Ilth.  Every  Mariner  shipping  himself  with  any  Master  for  a 
Voyage,  and  afterwards  deserting,  and  shipping  himself 
with  another  ; — the  Master  with  whom  he  sails  may  de- 
tain 2s.  in  th«  pound  of  his  Wages,  for  the  time  he  serv- 
eth  in  the  Ship. 

12th.  Every  Commander  of  a Ship  hiring  any  Mariner  to  sail 
with  him  on  a Voyage,  sliall  take  in  writing,  under  the 
Seaman’s  hand,  upon  what  condition  he  is  entertained  and 
to  submit  himself  10  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Trinity-House. 

The  Forfeitures  logo  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Charters 
granted  to  this  Body,  together  with  the  subsequent 
Acts  of  Parliament,  authorised  them  to  appoint 
Loadsmen  or  Giddts,  to  conduct  Ships  and  Vessels 
out  of  the  River  Thames  and  Medway;  and  to  make 
orders  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  Naviga- 
tion, and  the  government  of  Mariners  ; and  for  pre- 
venting annoyances  on  the  River  Thames. (</) 

Upon  the  whole,  the  functions  of  this  Corporation, 
exercised  by  virtue  of  those  Charters  (and  ancient 
Statutes)  may  be  summed  up  under  the  following 
heads : — 

I.  They  manage  and  superintend  an  extensive  Charity,  and 
exercise  the  patronage  created  by  a Furnl,  ari.sing  from  the 
Profits  of  the  sale  of  Ballast,  &c.  and  applied  for  the  relief 
of  poor  Seamen  and  their  Widows,  and  for  the  support  of 
two  Alms-houses,  at  Deptford,  in  Kent,  and  two  at  Mile- 
EimJ,  Old-town,  in  Middlesex,  which  arc  well  endowed,  and 
have  become  comfortable  Asylums  for  superior  classes  of 
deca)cd  Mariners  and  their  Wrdows. 

I I . They  were  empowered  to  punish  Seamen  for  desertion,  or 
mutiny,  in  the  Merchants’  service. — [But  this  has  become 
obsolete.] 

III.  They  were  also  authorised  to  hear  and  determine  all  Com- 
plaints of  Officers  and  Seamen  in  the  Merchants’  service, 

subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral [But  si-ch 

authority  has  not  been  exercised  for  a consitle.'^able  length  of 
time.] 

{J)  See  the  preamble  to  Statnie  5 Geo.  II.  c.  20  in  a subtrquent 
page  of  ihii  Chapter, (p.  344)  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Trinity 
House  exercised  a concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  City  of  London, 
relative  to  damages  and  annoyances  on  the  River. 

6 ” IV.  They 
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IV.  They  arc  authorised  to  Urensc  poor  Mariners,  (although 
not  free  of  the  Watermen’s  Company)  to  ply  for  hire  in  the 
River  Thamee. 

V.  They  are  authorised,  as  nautical  men,  to  examine  per- 
sons who  are  candidates  for  the  situation  of  Masters  and 
Mates  in  his  Majesty’s  Ships  of  War,  and  to  certify  their 
fitness. 

VI.  They  examine  the  Youths  in  Christ’s  Hospital,  who 
receive  a mathematical  education  with  a view  to  nautical 
pursuits. 

VII.  They  appointed  and  regulated  Pilots. 

VIII.  They  have  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  Ships  with 
Ballast,  that  pass  between  London- bridge  and  ilie  Main  Sea. 

These  appear  to  be  the  rights  exercistible  by  the 
Corporation  under  their  Charters  and  Bye-Laws. 
With  respect  to  the  two  latter,  and  most  important 
of  them,  it  was  soon  discovered  in  the  progress  of 
society,  that  stronger  powers  were  necessary  than  those 
conferred  by  the  Charters;  not  only  to  prevent  innova- 
tions and  abuses,  but  also  to  remedy  damages  and 
annoyances  upon  the  River.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1732,  this  respectable  Body  found  it  necessary 
to  apply  to  Parliament,  when  tbeir  exclusive  powers 
respecting  the  appointment  and  control  of  Pilots 
were  confirmed  and  explained  by  the  Act  5 Geo, 
U.  C.  20.(0 

By 

(/)  'The  following  are  the  worda  of  the  preamble  of  this  Act,  to 
which  some  allusion  has  been  already  made,  and  v.  hich  v ill  more 
folly  explain  the  natore  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed  and  exercised 
by  this  Corporation 
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By  S I .hi,  Sumte,  i.  b enar.«l,  ,ha.  „ 
ptr^on,  ,ai,ng  upon  hinsoif  ,he  chargo  of  any 

Trmifr,  *nd  of  Sf  -a  ^‘*’***  «nxljTKW 

rttcnr.^TanrcJ  to  them  by 

*r«i  ,o  a^;r,  Pilot,.  Crown  l«„  .orhonwd  ,r4  rm^ow. 

V«wh^  i «*d««ynp.  and 

into  ,hr  W/ W, 

«a  tbe  R.;^  rZ::  T 

go,rrnn,mt.  nuiarnL^c  Z "W«o« 

•«-f*nng  Mm,  ^,7  7 -crease  rf  .Vari^ation.  and  of  aU 
*:-.dinru,,«r.ceof,ueh  ’ Ri'^r  of  Than*,  ; 

r=n*  to  time.  afpoir,tcd  a^an^"^  ^ 

ix>.«  brforc-meS  P»- 

better  'V-* 

rr-ventin^  L a^~L  ’' 

R.m;^tdivenpcrvm,,  wi£„amina,^*7^^  't, 

bVtorfrom  the  said  Conv^ratlon  b . i ®*’*“'bontr, 

act  as  Pilot,  or  Leadsmen,  and  to  c’ond 7T  '5*'“*'’’^“  '® 

»el$  to  and  from  the  sever  d places  f ^*^'*^*^  ^ 

»oas  on  hoard  the  same  • and  to  ,hf  u ^ P"' 

«irhin  the  said  limits  and  the  • r ^ Navigation 

Pilots,  who  attend  wholly  on  that  *7  ’"7'^"  ^“'  >«censcd 

ro  Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships  l ea, ioned  bV  P 
taken  in  and  remaining  on  board,  while  Shi 
Thames,  and  by  heating  of  Pitch  Tar  Rod  of 

other  combustible  matter,  and  thi^g,  on  b^rd’sh'^  '^^' 

•"  'b'  ttme.  not  only  the  SbipTlying "'tlT^satj 

also 
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as  Pilot  down  the  River  of  Thames,  or  through' the 
North  Chamiel  to  or  by  Orfonlnts.f,  or  round  the 
Lon^  Sand-Head  into  tlie  Downs,  or  down  the  South 
Channel  into  the  D<nvns,  or  from  or  by  Orfordnessy 
up  the  North  Chamiel,  or  the  River  of  Thames,  or 
the  River  Medway,  without  bcitig  licensed  under 
the  seal  of  the  Qjrjxjration,  sliall,  on  conviction, 
.before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Kait,  or 
Surry,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  forfeit  20l. 
But  the  Act  does  not  extend  to  an  obligation  on  the 
Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  Coal  or  Coast- 
ing Trade,  to  employ  a Pilot.  And  it  has  been  de- 
termined, that  this  penalty  docs  not  attach  on  per- 
sons steering  Vessels  from  one  Wharf  to  another, 
down  the  River,  for  the  purpose  merely  of  unlading 
their  Cargoes. 

The  same  Act  (§  8)  subjects  all  licensed  Pilots 
to  the  regulations  and  government  of  the  Corpo- 
ration (except  with  regard  to  keeping  their  turns, 
and  settling  the  rates  of  Pilotage)  and  to  the  payment 
of  a sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound 

also  his  Majesty’s  Docks  .ind  Yards,  and  the  Tower  and  City  of 
London,  and  the  lives  of  diven  persons  may  be  greatly  endangered: 
And  whereas  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  the  said  Corpo. 
ration,  are  found  not  sufficient  or  effectual,  to  remedy  and  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  .nnd  ill-practices  before-mentioned:  There- 
fore, for  promoting  and  securing  a more  safe  Navigation  for 
Ships  and  V'csscis,  in  tlie  River  of  Thames,  and  for  the  more  ef. 
frctual  preventing  and  remedying  the  dangers,  mischiefs  and  annoy- 
ances upon  the  said  River,  below  London__b ridge It  is  cnac. 
ted,  ScQ, 

on 
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on  their  pav,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  A power 
is  al'io  ^iven  by  the  Corporation  (by  ^ 9)  to  call  in 
the  Warrant  of  any  Pilot,  who  misconducts  himself ; 
after  a duo  examination  of  the  case. 

The  same  Act,  after  establishing  certain  regula- 
tions respecting  Gunpowder,  firing  of  shpttcd  Guns, 
and  melting  Pitch,  Tar,  &c.  on  hoard  of  Ships  and 
Vessels  between  London  bridge  and  Black  wall, (which 
will  be  noticed  hereafter.)  declares  (^  5)  that  for  the 
better  discovery  of  Offenders,  it  shall  be  law  ful  for  the 
Master, VVardens,  and  Assistants,  to  appoint  any  Elder 
Brother,  by  an  Instrument  under  their  Common  Seal, 
between  sun-rising  and  8un-8etting,to  board  atiyTrad- 
iiigSliipor  Vessel, andscarch  for  Powder, Guns  shotted, 
and  the  hrating  and  melting  of  Pitch  and  combus- 
tible Matters,  within  the  litnits  stated  in  the  Act : 
the  Master  or  Commander  to  forfeit  5l.  for  obstruc- 
tion. And  (by  ^7)  in  case  any  offence  is  disco- 
vered to  have  been  committed,  the  same  shall  be 
cognizable  before  two  Justices  within  their  respective 
jurisdiction,  not  being  members  of  the  Corporation. 
The  penalties  (by  § 6)  being  in  all  cases,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 

In  the  year  following,  namely  1/.33,  a Combina- 
tion among  the  Ball;ist-uicn  employed  by  the  Trinity 
CoijK>raiion,  rendered  it  necessary  ftjr  that  Body 
to  make  a .second  application  to  Parliament,  for  the 
purjjose  of  giving  energy  and  effect  to  the  powers 
they  possessed  under  their  Charters. 

The 
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The  Statute  6 Geo.  II.  c.  29, — {entitled  an  Act  for 
the  better  Regulation  of  hostage  and  Ballastage,  on 
the  River  Thames) — Recites,  “ That  the  Trinity 
House  have,  by  grants  from  the  Crown,  the  Last- 
age  and  Ballastagc,  and  the  so^  right  of  supplying 
all  Ships  and  Vessels  with  Ballast,  that  sail  betweea 
London  bridge  and  the  Main  Sea,  at  the  rates  and 
prices  accustomed  ; and  that  they  are  entitled,  and 
have  a right  to  dig,  and  take  up  the  Gravel,  Land 
and  Soil  of  the  River  of  Thames,  for  Ballasting  such 
Ships  and  Vessels  as  aforesaid.  That  for  this  pur- 
pose they  have  employed,  for  several  years,  dO  Bal- 
last Lighters  and  120  men,  to  dig  and  raise  Ballast 
from  the  Shelves  and  Sand  Banks  of  the  River,  for 
Ships  and  Vessels  having  occasion  for  the  same. 
That  by  this  operation  the  Channel  of  the  River  had 
been  considerably  deepened,  and  several  obstructions 
to  the  Navigation  removed  : 

“ That  4d  per  Ton  had  been  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, to  two  Ballast-men,  for  raising  the  same,  and 
2d.  per  Ton  for  the  use  of  the  Lighters, — in  all  dd. 
That  the  Corporation  have  received  Qd.  per  Ton  for 
Ballasting  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  and 
12d.  per  Ton  for  Ballast  furnished  to  British,  and 
idd.  per  Ton  to  foreign  Ships  and  Vessels.  That 
the  Net  Profits  arising  from  these  Rates  and  Duties, 
are  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of 
many  hundreds  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Widows 
and  Orphans.  That  great  Frauds  had  been  committed 
by  Ballast-men  in  not  delivering  the  due  Tonnage. 

That 
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That  the  Ballast-men  and  Owners  of  Lighters,  bad 
represented  that  the  price  of  Provisions  and  Labour 
had  greatly  advanced,  and  that  by  reason  of  the 
Kiver  being  much  deeper,  the  Ballast  was  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  raised  than  formerly,  and  further  to  be 
fetched,  and  the  Lighters  were  obliged  to  be  stronger 
built,  and  to  befitted  with  Masts,  Sails  and  other  Rig- 
ging; and  that  unless  the  Wages  and  Hire  of  Ballast- 
men  and  Lighters  were  raised,  the  Lighters  could  not 
be  made  seviceabic  for  the  purpose  intended,  nor  tho 
Ballast-men  maintain  themselves  and  families: 

That  the  Ballast-men  bad  entered  into  a Combi- 
nation, refusing  to  work,  and  had  demanded  and 
received,  from  several  Ship-Masters,  an  ad\*ance  of 
3d.  per  Ton." 

As  a remedy  against  these  Frauds  and  Abuses,  it 
is  enacted,  that  the  following  Prices  shall,  in  future, 
be  paid  to  the  Trinity-House  Corporation,  for  all 
Ballast  demanded  and  entered  at  their  Ballast- 
Office. 

For  every  Ton  of  2ocwt.  carried  to  V’cssels  in  the  Coal 

Trade  - - - . - ltd. 

- - - - to  any  British  \^cssel  I5d. 

- to  any  Foreign  Ditto  I9d. 

And  that  the  Corporation  sliall  pay  for  raising 
and  carrying  the  same,  the  followitig  Kates : 

To  two  Ballast-mcn  (per  Ton)  for  their  Labour  . . 6d. 

For  the  me  of  the  L'ghtcr,  for  every  Ton  ....  3d. 

Total  per  Ton  . . gd. 

But 
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But  these  Rates  arc  in  no  respect  to  alter  the 
price  of  Washed  Ballast^  delivered  to  any  Ship. 

Upon  oath,  before  the  Super\’isor  of  the  Ballast- 
Office,  being  an  Elder  Brother,  Ballast-men  shall 
forfeit  2s.  6d.  per  Ton,  for  short  deliveries  of  Bal- 
last, which  shall  afterwards  be  made  goo<l  by  the 
Corporation*  to  the  party  injured,  under  the  penalfy 
of  50l.  to  be  recovered  in  the  Superior  Courts, 

3,4.) 

A penalty  of  ’Sl.  is  inflicted  (by  ^6)  on  Ballast- 
men  refusing  to  work  at  the  wages  appointed,  or  not 
confomiing  to  the  directions  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Ballast-Office — For  breach  of  contract,  or  joining 
in  comhinations  to  raise  wages. 

A Regulation  is  also  established  for  more  correctly 
ascertaining  the  burthen  of  the  Ballast  Lighters,  by 
marks  on  the  stem  and  stern,  that  the  Tonnage  may 
be  computed  by  a gradual  progression  of  two  Tons 
and  a half ; and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Frauds 
in  this  respect,  the  body  of  Ship-masters  taking 
Ballast,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the  marks  of 
the  Lighters,  and  on  discovering  or  suspecting  any 
fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
weighed  within  ten  working  days  after  a request  is 
made  to  the  Corporation,  and  if  a Fraud  is  detected, 
the  offending  party  shall  forfeit  5l. — if  not,  the  per- 
son applying  shall  pay  the  expence  of  re-weighing 
the  Lighter.  (§  7,  8.) 

When  Ballast  Lighters  are  conveyed  to  Ships, 
the  Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate,  and  any  other 

person 
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part  of  llic  River  Thames  ; besides  2000  Tons  of 
Dung  from  the  Laystalls,  (over  and  above  the  3000 
Tons  auilu>rised  by  6 Ga).  II.  c.  29) — 3000  Tons 
of  Chalk  and  Rubbish  lor  Ballast,  in  Coasters — and 
2000  Tons  of  Su[a;  Ashes ; provided  that  entry  is 
made  oi  all  coimnodities  ship[>cd  as  Ballast,  and  id. 
per  Ton  paitl  to  the  Trinity-house  lor  licence  and 
authority. (y  ) 

This  Al  t,  (besides  enforcing  whatever  relates 
to  weighing,  marking,  and  numbering  the  Ballast 
Vessels)  establi.shcs  an  important  Poliee  Regulation, 
with  respect  to  Vessels  coming  up  the  River  Thame* 
in  Ballast  ; l>y  prohibiting,  under  a penalty  of  5l.  its 
being  diaeharged  or  thrown  into  the  River,  and  di- 
recting that  it  sh;dl  be  laid  or  put,  at  the  expence  of 
the  Owner  or  Master  of  every  Vessel  bringing  Bal- 
last, on  some  conunon  Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  River, 
or  some  ground  or  place  above  high-waler  mark^  or 
unloaded  into  Lighters  of  the  Trinity-House,  who 
arc  to  furnish  them  on  demand  made  within  three 
days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect,  or  refusal,  unless  oc- 
casioned by  frosty  or  tempestuous  weather ; fur 

(/)  By  Srat.  36  Gee.  III.  cap.  1 10.  reciting,  that  it  U expedient 
that  Gme,  I.imeitones,  and  other  Articles  necessary  for  the  cultira. 
lion  and  Improvement  of  Land,  should  be  removed  Coatt^ist  widi 
as  little  expence  as  possible  — It  is  enneted,  that  no  Sufferance, War- 
rant, Traniire,  or  other  Document,  shall  be  required  Sj  any  Officer 
af  the  Cmstemi,  on  the  shipping,  carrying  or  landing  Coattvrise 
within  Great  Britain,  of  any  Lime,  Limestone,  Chalk,  Sand,  Marie, 
or  Dnng,  nor  shall  any  Fee  be  charged  or  taken  by  any  such 
Officer,  on  the  shipping,  removing  or  landing  Coastwise,  any  of  th* 
* nicies,  on  any  pretvnce  whatsoever. 
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which  service  the  G^rporation  are  entitled  .to  de,- 
mand  6d.  per  Ton,  for  every^Ton,  of  Ballast 
received  intO'thdr  Lighters,- in  24  hours  after  the 
same  shall  be  earned  away  ; which  money  shall  be 
applied  to  the  use  of-  the  Poof  of  the  Corporation, 
(§8,9,10.)  : 

Any  person  throwing  any  Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
or  Soil  from  any  Wharf,  Quay  or  Bank  adjoining, 
or, near  the  River  Thames,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  4os.  (§  11.) 

By  §13  of  this  Act(f)  it  is  recited  “ tliat  great 
quantities ' ofl  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth,  and  Soil,  are  frequently  thrown  into  the 
Streets,  Lanes,  and  Common  Passages,  of  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  Liberties  and 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  that  Scavengers  or  Rakers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  such  Streets,  do  fre- 
quently put  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
F'ilth  and  Soil,  into  the  Kennels,  from  whence 
it  is  carried  or  forced  down  into  the  River 
T hames,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  Navigation 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  the  Docks 
and  Wharfs,  contiguous  to  the  said  River  for 
remedy  whereof  jt  is  enacted,  that  no  Person  shall 
lay,  throw,  or  put  any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes, 
Dirt,  Filth,  or  Soil,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Common- 
way, or  Passage,  jn  London  or  Westminster  ; other 

(/)  This  clause  applies  to  every  House-keeper  in  London,  and 
ought  to  be  niore  generally  known  and  understood  than  it  appears 

to  be. 


irA  rm  *?•  T. 


•nuT  cun 


tmrzr  a»v'  r-  n- ti-m-i.T:  but  nor 

rSKur^tri^*-  ■ic  r *r*  nrc  ~j;i.  'n.  »i  ji  U3r  Prr- 
it:#r-  •_»-  rr  t;-“.  ar*-l  rrru;!  bbi  rm  Tjz  ikd- 
*n  “ -•»  r-.t  * • •mi  u tr"  r:e  — 5c  «oc 

T-.  n irij:  .1  nniruir*-T  mnn  5mi».  Thaw, 

rr  Tj!-  w;  Trrw^  Z'”.  n-  5ujI.  "r-uci  r»  iaa~.i 
^ >u.T  ln:nF.  1“=.^.  T sraZ.  3C  api.-re  asj 

7 nrTT»-’.z.  r%.Trzt  J-XCist2» 

5-1  »-~r^  - --  ir.*£  On^ip*C5  3C  lay- 

r.n-mar..:-.  "t*  r i.:-:  n:  iqrr:uipg:  tbrir 

<-»  rurr".  t.n  tr  sCir  » the 

*.  ■//■/  7 *x_'  -y  I>.”  k:.  "•jc  i:  s An. 

A-;  J'-  Zvt  ct  P-n»:c-  •*-.-.^  y n>r  InZ^oyhisJo- 
r V o*  r.»*.  i-+  c«z  crcnct  aar  Per-oo 

v.-u-x.-.y  La_.i.;*.  r.:>  n-r  RIt—.  ocz  jt  trj  Ship  or 
or  :h_*n.'i  nr  nus  tie  sui  Ri-nry  aay  Rabbish, 
i>\rZ,  kr.  frnn  zzy  Quay,  or 

lis'.ic,  z-i/AT/.T-g  River,  or  ojx  of  any  Barge  or 
ly/’-.'rr;  f,r  ir.yi  ar.r  Street,  Lane,  or  Psssage,  as 
\rA  «'.th  J ^licc  (tie:  being  a Member  of 
the  '1  nr.ity  Corporation)  U by  the  Act  aothorised  and 
required  So  cwjict  every  such  OtFcnder  on  view  as 
aiore«ai(l,  and  aliO  on  complaint  to  issi:e  Warraots 

for 
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for  apprehending  Offenders  ; which  Warrants  may 
be’excciiied  as  well  ou  the  Riveras  on  Shore. 

The  Provisions  of  the  Statute,  1 Geo.  111.  cap.  28. 
(generally  ctilJcd  the  Bumboat  Act)  os  &r  as  they 
relate  to  the  criminal  Police  of  the  River,  have  been 
already  shortly  detailed  (see  Chap.  II.  p,  42  ; 44—^6.) 

By  this  Act  the  Trinity  Corporation  are  autborisisd 
to  license  Buinboats  used  and  navigated  upon  the 
River iThacncs,  between  London  Bridge,  and  the 
Lower  Hope  Point,  for  the  puipose  of  selling  Greens, 
Liquors,  Slops,  Fruit,  and  other  Articles  among  the 
Shipping,  and  it  is  enacted,  that  none  should  be  per- 
mitted,  except  such  as  entered  at  the  Office  of  the 
Trinity  House,  and  which  shall  be  navigated  only 
between  Sun-rise  and  Sun-set ; the  said  Boats  having 
inaiitod  npon  them,  in  legible' characters,  the  Names 
and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Owners,  and  such  num> 
bers  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Corporation  ; who 
shall  cause  all  such  Entries  to  be  registered  in  a 
book  to  be  provnded  for  the  purpose,  and  for  which 
a fee  of  5s.  shall  be  paid  and  no  more.  (§  1-—4.) 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion, or  such  Persons  as  they  shall  depute  and  ap- 
point under  the  Seal  of  their  Corporation,  to  stop, 
search,  and  detain,  in  some  Place  of  Safety,  any 
Boat,  which  there  shall  be  reason  to  suspect  lias 
any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  or  Apparel,  Furniture, 
Stores,  or  Materials  of  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or 
Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  Thames,  and  to 
carry  the  Person,  suspected  to  be  concerned,  before 

A A 2 a Justice, 
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a Justice,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  Law  directs-^^  5. 
One  moiety  of  all  Penalties  to  be  paid  to  the  Per- 
■ son  apprehending  the  Offenders,  or  giving  informa- 
■^ion,  and  the  other  to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration— ^ 8. 

The  Powers  of  this  Corporation,  with  respect  to 
' the  General  Police  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Port  of 
London,  are  further  enlarged  by  the  lVet~Dock  Acty 
3Q  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix.  already  so  often  alluded  to. 

By  § / 9 of  this  Act,  the  Trinity  Corporation  are 
.to  examine  and  apjtrove  of  Harbour-Masters,  ap- 
pointed by  the  I>ord  Mayor  as  Conservator  of  the 
Kiver,  and  any  three  of  the  Ellder  Brethren  may  pro- 
cure them  to  be  removed  on  sufficient  cause,  for  neg- 
lect of  duty,  or  misconduct. 

By  § 1 12,  the  Bye-Laws,  which^rc  to  be  made  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  for 
regulating  the  Port  and  Canal,  and  the  conduct  of 
.ihc  Harbour-Masters,  arc  to  be  sent  to  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  before  the  same  can  be  allowed  by  the 
Judges,  to  whom  they  have  a right  to  state  their 
objections  if  not  previously  obviated  by  the  City  of 
London. 

By  $ 37,  tlic  Mooring-Chains  in  the  River  Thames, 
which  arc  now  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  of  London,  arc  to 
be  placed,  repaired,  and  ntaintained,  under  the  in- 
spection and  approbation  of  the  Trinity  House.  * 

By  ^ 80,  the  DtK'k.-Masters  authorised  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Directors  of  the  London  Dock  Com- 
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pany,  are  not  legally  eligible  until  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  a Certificate 
obtained  of  their  being  properly  qualified  to  execute 
the  Office. 


Light-Houses. 


The  functions  of  this  Corporation  also  extend  to 
Light-houses ; and  they  arc  entitled  by  various 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  demand  and 
receive  by  their  Collectors,  from  every  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel which  has  passed,  or  is  about  to  pass  by  the  se- 
veral Lights  undermentioned,  the  following  Tolls 
and  Duties  ; 


Light-Hou&es. 

From  BntUli  Ships 
bound  to  Furtrij^n  Fort$. 
|Kf  Tom. 

Fri'iii 

Strar.Kcr  Ships. 
pL^r  Toi 

From 
Coaster*, 
per  Ves>el. 

Out 

lu 

Out 

In 

Out  In 

d. 

d. 

d. 

J. 

/.  d.  j j.  d. 

Eflyttooe 
Portland  . 
iOukeu  . 
Lizard  . 
ScUly  . 
Milford  . 
Needles 
Owers  . 


N.  B.  All  Ships  arc  rated  by  Law,  according  to  their  full  Ton- 
nage, and  are  subject  to  the  above  Duties  every  time  they  pass  the 
said  Lights,  whether  laden  or  empty.  But  it  h.is  been  deter, 
mined,  by  the  Court  of  King’s  bench,  that  under  the  Statutes  4 An. 
c.  20.  and  8 An.  c.  17,  British  Ships,  sailing  from  Foreign  Port 
to  Foreign  Port,  and  not  touching  at  any  pbcc  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  arc  not  liable  to  pay  the  Duties  for  passing  the  Edystone 
Light. 

Further 
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Purtirr  Light- Tj9use  Dues  /#  tht  Trimly 

Hmse. 


To  the  FToeting  L:5hr. 

Dudgeon’s  Shoal,  near  the  ‘ ’ 
Well,  for  es-ery  Vesel  cro<- 
slng  or  poairg  this  Light  . 


B.;:iih  Ships  ry.  f<r  Tm. 
Forrign  S’  ps  iJ.  43. 


To  the  Floating  Light  Vessel  VesicU  iJ.  frr  SnonttU 
in  Haisbro*  Gutt,anrl  tvro  CccUrm. 

Light  Houses  on  the  Sl.ore  Coa^ren  ^ 

• • . • JOer^  Traders  I/.  W». 


a?  Haiibro' 

To  the  Light  at  Foulness 


J For  ever)  Ship,  British  or  F<v 
I teipi,  U.  ftr  Ten. 


To  the  Lights  at  Lowestoft 


For  every  Vessel,  British  or 
Foreign,  ir.  for  every  too 
7oMi,  and  so  propottionj^Iy 
according  to  her  full  Burden, 
and  4^.  besides  for  each 
Vessel. 


To  the  Buoys  of  the  Cockle 
and  St.  Nicholas’  Gutt 


ckIc?Forc 

. . 3 


every  Ship  or  Vessel  |4 
Tw. 


These  Tolls  are  levied  according  to  the  fiill  Burden  of  each 
Vessel.  They  are  only  payable  once  for  the  whole  Voyage  out 
and  in ; but  a tingle  passage  subjects  the  Matter  to  the  full 
Duty.  The  Tonnage  of  Coal  Ships  is  to  be  computed  acced- 
ing to  the  number  of  Newcastle  Chaldrons,  expressed  in  the 
Cocket,  each  of  which  is  to  be  accounted  Two  Tons. 


The 
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The  ancient  Powers  and  Privileges  of  this  respect- 
able Corporation  have  already  been  detailed  under 
eight  Heads  in  the  former  pages  of  this  Chapter. 
These  have  been  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  the 
Statutes,  of  which  Abstracts  have  been  given  ; and 
the  following  summary  View  will  shew  the  aiUitional 
Powers  which  have  been  conferred  by  modem  Acts 
• of  the  Legislature. 

IX.  Functions  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  board  and  inspect  Ves- 
sels in  the  Thames,  between  London  Bridge  and  Black- 
wall,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  shotted,  &c.  and  to  detect 
and  prevent  the  danger  which  arises  from  healing  and  melt- 
ing Pitch,  and  other  Combustible  Matter. 

X.  To  license  Bumboats  for  the  sale  of  Liquors,  Greens,  &c. 
among  the  Shipping,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point. 

XL  To  depute  persons  under  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation,  to 
act  as  River  Officers  in  seizing  and  bringing  to  Justice, 
persons  committing  Offences  against  the  Bumboat  Act. 

XII.  To  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour. masters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  and  to 
dismiss  them  in  case  of  misconduct. 

XIII.  To  examine  and  approve  of  Dock-Masters  aj^inted  by 
the  Directors  of  the  West- India  Dock  Company,  befoae 
they  can  be  admitted  to  execute  their  Functions. 

XIV.  To  examine  the  Bye-Laws  made  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
City  of  London,  and  to  state  their  objections,  if  any,  in 
the  first  instaiKc,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  ; and  if  not  obviated, 
to  submit  such  objections  to  the  Judges,  before  they  con- 
firm, and  allow  such  fiyc-Law«. 

XV.  To 
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XV.  To  inspect  and  direct  the  raising  and  replacing,  repair- 
ing, and  maintaining  the  Mooring-Chains,  to  be  6xcd  in 
the  River  Thames,  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporaiioa 
of  Lorulon,  for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping. 

» 

XVI.  To  manage  and  conduct  all  matters  and  things  re!ali\ie 
to  the  Maintenance  of  ccitain  Light- houses  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  to  collect,  receive,  and  appropriate  the 
Rates,  as  directed  by  Act  of  Parliannni. 


From  the  foregoing  Review  it  appears,  that  the 
Functions  of  this  great  and  rcspoctablf  Corporation, 
as  regards  what  may  be  denominated  the  Suuiicat 
Police  of  the  River  Thames,  are  extremely  extensive, 
and  embrace  almost  every  object  which  is  connected 
with  the  Shipping  Concerns,  cither  directly  or 
collaterally. 

The  Task  is  arduous,  and  the  Duties  are  multifari- 
ous, imposing  on  those  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  them  a considerable  Res[H)nsibility,  and  requiring  a 
firm  uprightness  of  Character.  The  Public  arc  sa- 
tisfied, that  this  Task  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Persons 
zealously  disposed  to  repress  the  Disorders  and 
Pillage  which  prevail  upon  the  River,  and  to  contri- 
bute to  whatever  shall  have  a tendency  to  diminish 
the  Evils,  which,  as  Nautical  Men,  possessing  great 
local  information,  they  have  long  known  and  felt  as  a 
serious  grievance,  requiring  the  aid  of  a vigorous  and 
energetic  Criminal  Policc.(A) 

In 


(A)  The  Author  feel*  it  hli  duty,  to  acknon-ledge  the  obligationi 
which  are  due  to  the  Trimitj  Cerjeraiiea,  for  the  very  handsome 

and 
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In  the  performance  of  their  duty,  not  only  much 
Nautical  Science  is  ncccssar)',  but  no  sma’l  degree  of 
personal  labour ; and  both  are  unquestionably  ma- 
nifested in  the  progress  of  the  Business  which  occu- 
pies the  attention  of  this  Board.  The  Establishment 
forms  an  honourable  retreat  to  able  and  respectable 
Mariners  who,  in  fulfilling  this  important  trust  with 
zeal  and  talent,  do  real  credit  to  themselves,  and  an 
essential  service  to  their  Country. 


and  effectual  manner  in  which  they  have  co-operated  tvith  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police,  and  the  candour  with  which 
(judging  from  what  passed  under  their  own  view;  they  have  expres. 
ted  their  sentiments  of  the  Public  ficnefitt  derived  from  that 
lostitution. 

I 

t 


i 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  Estahlishnunt  of  the  West-India  Dock  Csm- 
PANT,  arui  the  PotL-ers  to  he  exercised  by  them  in 
respect  to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames,  and  the 
Port  of  London. — A detail  of  the  Provisions^  of 
the  Wct-Dock  Act  on  this  subject. — The  Rates 
payable  to  the  Compam  by  If’est-hidia  Ships. — . 
Observations  on  the  probable  advantageous  effect  of 
this  New  System, 


All  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Wes'^-India 
Duck  Company  on  the  River  Thames,  are  created 
by  the  express  Letter  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  3Q  Geo. 
III.  Cap.  Ixix.  An  Abstract  and  Recapitulation 
of  such  parts  of  this  Act,  as  relate  to  the  Company, 
and  some  observations  on  the  probable  effects  which 
will  result  from  this  New^ System,  will  therefore  form 
the  substance  of  this  Chaptor. 

The  Preamble  to  § 38  of  this  Act  recites,  “ That 
“ the  Ships  in  the  West-India  Trade  frequently 
“ arrive  at  the  Port  of  London  in  large  Fleets,  and 
“ occasion  great  crowding,  confusion,  and  dama^ 
“ therein. — That  great  obstructions  and  ilclays  arise 
“ from  their  Cargoes  being  carried  in  Lighters  to 
“ the  Legal  Quays,  and  that  in  the  passage  thither, 
“ such  Cargoes  arc  subjected  to  Pilfering  and  Fraud, 

“ whereby 
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“ whereby  the  Owners  sustain  great  loss,  and  the 
“ Revenue  is  much  injured ; and,  that  if  Wet- 
“ Docks  were  made  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs  with  Legal 
“ Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses  attached  thereto, 
“ for  the  reception  and  discharge  of  Vessels  in  the 
« West-India  Trade,  much  additional  Room  would 
" be  given  to  the  rest  of  the  Shipping  using  the 
“ Port;  and  the  West-India 'Produce  might  be 
“ effectually  secured  from  loss  by  theft  and  other 
causes^  and  the  Public  Revenue  greatly  benefited. 
“ — That  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  such  Docks, 
“ Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses,  &c.  should 
be  forthwith  made, — ^Tbat  several  persons  have 
agreed  to  form  a Company  for  this  purpose,  and 
“ have,entered  into  a subscription,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  500,000 /,  as  a Capital,  for  carrying  the 
Works  into  execution 

It  is  therefore  enacted,  that  certain  original  Sub- 
scribers, (named  in  the  Act,)  with  such  others  as 
shall  agree,  and  be  permitted  to  become  original 
Members  of  the  Company,  and  their  several  Suc- 
cessors, Executors,  Administrators,  and  Assigns, 
&C.  shall  be,  and  they  are  by  the  Act,  declared  to 
be,  united  into  a Company  or  Association  of  Propri- 
etors of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  Quays,  Wharfs, 
Warehouses  and  other  Works;  and  which  Com- 
pany, shall  use  the  Firpa  and  Stile  of  the 
fVest-lndia  Dock  Cmfany ; 
and  shall  have  ^e  Powers  and  Authorities  herein 
after  stated. 


The 
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The  sum  so  siibscribcd,  or  such  pari  as  shall 
be  neccssar)',  shall  be  considered  as  a Capital, 
or  joint  Stock,  vcstetl  in  the  U’est-Truiia  D'jck  Com- 
ftiny,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Members  of 
the  Compny  in  proportion  to  their  Subscriptions. — 
The  Stock  shall  be  decmc4  Personal  Estate ; and 
pass  by  Transfer  in  the  Books  of  the  Compnv. 
No  Stock-holder  is  liable  for  the  l>rbts  of  the  Com- 
pany bevond  the  amount  of  the  Slock  snbscnbcd — 
% 3(>,  40,  4 1 . 

During  the  progress  of  the  Works,  each  Stock- 
holder is  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  b f tr  C^nt, 
fier  Annum  on  the  amount  of  the  money  advanced. 
And  after  the  Works  arc  finished,  such  Interest  or 
Dividends  shall  be  paid,  (not  exceeding  lO  per  Cent.) 
as  shall  be  dctcrminal  at  the  General  Meetings  of 
the  Company — § 42. 

A General  Meeting  specially  called  for  the  pur- 
pose, mav  increase  the  Oipital  to  Six  Hiaidred'l'hou- 
sand  PouTuis — § 43. 

Any  five  or  more  of  the  Directors,  arc  cmfx)\v- 
cred  to  Audit  and  Settle  all  accounts  of  Money 
disbursed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ; and  to  make 
Calls  for  Money  from  the  Subscribers  for  canying  on 
the  Works,  not  exceeding  10  per  Cent,  on  the  Sum 
Subscribed  ; and  no  Call  to  be  made  but  at  ihf 
distance  of  two  months  from  the  preceding  one. 
Subscribers  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  Calls, 
|o  6)rfc^  5 per  Cent,  and  may  be  sued  by  the  Com-, 
pany  : and  if  the  amount  of  such  Call  is  not  paid 
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within  three  months,  the  Directors  in  their  option, 
may  either  sire,  or  declare  the  share  of  such 
faulter  to  be  forfeited  in  favour  of  the  other  Propri- 
etors — §44. — ^No  advantage  to ‘.be  taken  of  any 
Forfeiture,  until  notice- given  in  writing,  nor  until 
the  same  be  declared  forfeited  at  a General  Meeting 
of  the  Company,  held  within  six  months  thereafter. 
And  in  all  such  cases,  persons  thus  ceasing  to  h.ive 
an  interest  in  the  undertaking  are  indemnified 
against  Actions  subsequent  thereto — § 45. 

Where  the  Representatives  of  dccca.sc'd  Sub- 
scribers, decline,  or  neglect,  to 'answer  the  Calls 
that  are  made,  the  Company  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
admit  other  persons  as  Proprietors  in  their  stead,  on 
repayment  of  Money  advanced  by  such  'Proprietor 
— § 46.  , , 

General  Meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Ijondon,  on  not  less  than  seven  days’  tiotice  to  Sub- 
scribers, both  days  being  inclusive — §47.  ‘ 

Within  one  month  after  passing  the  Act,  the 
Company  are  directed  to  choose  by  Ballot : 


ist.  . . 13^ 
2(i.  . . 4 1 
3d.  . . 4 1 


Persons,  Members  of  the  Company,  holdiqg 
2,000  /,  Stock. 

Persons,  being  Aldermen  of  tlic  City  of 
London. 

Persons,  being  Common  Conncil-raen  of 
London. 


and  these  21  shall  be  called  the  Direct  or Sy  (or  mana- 
ging the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Companv. 


These 
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I These  Directors  arc  authorisetl  to  elect  fraot 
jteong  therosclYCs  two  persons,  to  be  the  Chairman 
ad  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
gpd  of  the  General  Meetings  of  the  Company. 
The  Directors  not  being  less  than  five,  shall  appoint 
the  times  and  places  of  meeting. — The  Directors  to 
remain  in  Office  until  others  arc  chosen  in  their 
stead,  unless  they  shall  die,  be  removed,  or  dis- 
fejualified  by  not  holding  sufficient  Stock,  or  by  | 
cea.sing  to  be  an  Alderman  or  Common  Council-  i 
rsan.  The  New  Directors  chosen  to  replace  these,  | 
•kail  remain  in  Offii.e  no  longer  than  those  in 
Bfliose  stead  they  were  a|>poimcd,  could  have  re- 
mained— § 48. 

Five  at  least  of  the  twenty-one  Directors,  shall 
go  out  of  Office  by  rotation  every  year,  and  five 
others  shall  be  ap>pointed  to  succeed  them  ; namely, 
three  Members  of  the  Company,  who  .shall  possess 
2000/.  Stock,  and  one  Alderman  and  one  Common 
CbuncUman,  being  of  the  same  class  with  those  who 
go  out. 

None  of  the  Directors  shall  continue  longer  in 
Office  than  four  succeeding  years  ; and,  to  comply 
with  this  Rule,  /our,  at  least,  of  the  Directors,  who 
hive  been  appointed  out  of  the  Members  of  the 
Company,  shall  go  out  of  Office  in  rotation,  every 
fcUfTth  year,  and  four  other  qualified  {>ersons  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot  to  succeed  them  ; but,  as  the  rota- 
tidns  cannot  take  place  during  the  first  three  years, 
doring  this  period,  the  Directors,  who  are  to  go  out 
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of  OffiCG  shall,  each  year,  be  ascertained  by  draw- 
ing lots.  Persons  who  have  served  the  Office  of 
Director,  may  be  re-chosen  after  one  year,  if  other- 
wise qualified.  § 4Q. 

Two  general  Meetings  of  the  Company  shall  be 
held  yearly,  viz.  in  the  first  weeks  of  January  and 
July,  of  which,  due  notice  is  to  be  given,  50)-*- 
But  any  nine  Proprietors,  holding  500/.  Stock,  and 
upwards,  may,  by  notice  to  the  Clerk  or  Treasurer, 
request  extraordinary  Meetir^.  ^51. 

The  qualifications  of  Voters,  at  General  Meetings, 
arc  as  follows : 

X'ofcs. 

Holders  of  500I.  Stock,  and  less  than  2000I.  entitled  to  t 

. . 20001 5000I.  ...  2 

. . 5000I.  . . . , . 10, cool.  ...  3 

. . xe.oool.  and  upwards 4 

l 

Bodies  politic  or  corporate  may  vote  by  their 
Attomies,  duly  authorised  : but  no  indivklual  voter 
shall  hold  more  than  one  power  of  Attorney. 

No  Proprietor,  holding  less  than  500/.  shall  vote 
at  any  meeting.  A majority  of  votes  shall  decide  all 
questions  ; and  the  Chairman  shall  have  a casting 
vote,  although  he  shall  have  previously  voted  as  a 
Proprietor.  And  every  question,  if  required  by  five 
or  more  persons  having  votes,  may  be  determined  fay 
an  immediate  ballot,  where  the  Chairman  shall,  in 
like  manner,  have  a casting  vote.  § 52. 

In  case  the  CcH'poration  of  London  shall  be  prq- 
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prictors  of  1000/.  or  more,  of  the  Stock,  the  Court 
of  Common  Council  may,  from  time  to  time,  elect 
and  appoint  one  person  for  every  lOOO/.  Stock,  to 
vote  at  the  General  Meeting  ; every  such  Represen- 
tative to  have  only  one  vote.  § 53. 

After  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  from  the 
jiassingof  the  Act, — (/.  e.  after  12th  July  1800)  no 
|)crsoii  shall  vote  who  has  not  possessed  Stock  for 
twelve  Calendar  Months  in  his  own  right,  and  not 
in  trust  for  another,  unless  such  Stock  shall  have 
come  by  bequest,  marriage,  or  intestacy,  or  by  the 
Custom  of  London,  or  by  settlement  j such  posses- 
sion to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  of  the  Voters,  be- 
fore the  Chairman,  or  five  Directors.  § 54. 

At  the  Meetings  of  the  Directors,  five  Members 
shall  be  a quorum,  capable  of  acting.  Questions 
shall  be  decided  by  a majority  present,  and  if  the 
numbers  are  equal,  the  Chairman  shall  give  the 
casting  vote.  (§  55.) 

The  Directors  are  empowered  by  themselves. 
Agents,  Workmen,  &c.  to  make  and  complete, 
within  five  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  ac- 
cording to  such  plans,  atid  in  such  manner  and  fonn 
as  they  shall  approve  of,  one  or  more  navigable 
Docks,  Basons,  and  Cuts,  with  Quays  or  Wharfs,  and 
Warehouses  adjoining,  to  be  situated  in  the  Isle  of 
Dogs,  to  the  northward  of  the  intended  Canal,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  River  Thames,  at  or  near 
Limchousc-hole,  on  one  side,  and  at  or  near  Black- 
wall,  on  the  other.  § 56.  - 
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‘The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  as 
many  Mharfs  and  Warehouses,  as  they  shall 

think  necessary  and  proper,  along  the  Banks  of,  or 
adjoining  or  near,  the  intended  Docks  and  Basons. 

^ 57. 

Such  of  the  said  Docks,  as  shall  be  used  for  unla- 
ding Ships,  together  with  the  Quays,  Warehouses  and 
other  Buildings,  shall  be  inclosed  and  surrounded  by 
a strong  brickor  stone  Wall,  not  lessthan30  feet  high, 
on  all  sides,  leaving  only  proper  spaces  for  the  Cuts 
and  Entrances  into  the  Dock,  and  proper  Gateways 
through  the  Wall  ; and  immediately  without  the 
Wall,  and  on  every  part  of  the  out-side  thereof,  except 
where  it  shall  adjoin  any  Dock,  or  Bason,  which  may 
be  made  without  the  same,  there  shall  be  a Ditch,  of 
the  width  of  12  feet,  at  least,  to  be  always  kept  filled 
with  water,  6 feet  deep  ; and  no  House  or  Building 
shall  be  erected  within  100  yards  of  the  out-side  of 
the  Wall,  on  penalty  of  lOO/.  and  50/.  per  month 
afterwards,  until  the  Building  and  Materials  are  re- 
moved. § 58. 

The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  two  or 
more  Piers,  within  the  Tide-way  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  or  near  Bluchvull,  and  two  or  more  at 
or  near  Limehouse-hole,  for  the  more  safe  entry  into 
the  Docks,  &c.  provided  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Thames  shall  not  be  injured  thereby.  And 
;ilso  to  make,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Ixicks,  Flood-Gates,  Bridges,  Roads, 
and  other  Works,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  ; and 
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Ukrvise  Dra:n5,  to  carry  05"  Water  from  pritate 
propeny.  S 5Q,  OO,  6l. 

Tbc  Directon  arc  further  authorised  to  stop  up, 
alter,  and  build  Sewer?,  under  the  direetkm  of  the 
Coir.miisior.en  of  Sewer?,  in  whom  such  new  ' 
Sewer?  as  arc  rot  wiihin  the  Dock  Walls,  arc  to  be  I 
vested.  ^ 62. 

Powers  are  also  granted  to  the  Directors,  to  make 
and  maintain  Draw  and  Swircl  Bridges,  to  alter  and 
divert  Highways; — to 'procure  Materials — and  to 
rcmo%'c  obstructions  in  adjoining  Lands,  and  to  lay 
Materials  thereon,  satisl'y  ing  tbc  Owners,  in  all  cases 
of  injury  or  damages.  ^ 63,  64,  65. 

Tlie  Direcuirs  are  also  authorised  to  make  Brkks, 
for  the  use  of  the  Works,  upon  the  ground  purchased 
by  them  for  tbc  Docks,  See.  and  also  to  take  Sand  from 
the  bed  of  the  River,  above  and  below  London 
Bridge,  for  the  use  of  the  Works ; on  having  a writ- 
ten authority  for  that  purpose,  from  the  Court  of 
Common  Council,  or  persons  authorised  by  them. 

S 67. 

The  Directors  are  further  authorised  to  supply  the 
Docks,  8cc.  with  Water,  while  in  their  progress  and 
afterwards  ; from  the  River  Thames  and  from  such 
Waters  as  shall  be  found  in  digging  and  making  the 
Works ; also  to  supply  the  Docks  with  Water  by 
Feeders  and  Sluices,  passing  through  adjoining 
Lands, — to  repair  Works  damaged  by  Floods, — to 
scour  the  Docks  and  remove  Wrecks;  and  to  cleanse 
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acijoining:  Water  Courses^  at  the  Land-owners’  ex- 
pence. § f)8— 71- 

No  Slips,  dry  Docks,  &c.  for  building  or  repair- 
ing Vessels,  shall  be  made  in,  or  adjoining  the  Docksj 
nor  can  the  Dock-Company  be  concerned  in  build- 
ing or  repairing  Ships.  § 72* 

The  making  and  using  the  Docks  shall  not  pre-^ 
judice  or  obstruct  the  Canal.  § 73. 

The  Corporation  of  London,  are  directed  to  con- 
vey the  ground,  where  the  Docks  are  to  be  situated, 
to  six  Trustees  in  fee,  in  trust  for  the  Company, 
who  arc  to  reimburse  what  has  been  paid  by  the 
Corporation  of  London  for  the  same.  § 7.1 — ^77. 

The  Directors,  or  any  five,  or  more  of  them,  may, 
from  time  to  time,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  appoint 
one  or  more  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  Dock-Mas- 
ters ; he  or  they  first  producing,  after  examination 
before  a legal  Assembly  of  the  Trinity-House,  a cer- 
tificate from  that  Corporation,  of  being  qualified  for 
the  Office.  These  Dock-Masters  (who  may  be  re- 
moved or  dismissed  by  the  Directors)  while  in  Of- 
fice, shall  have  power  to  give  directions,  as  to  the 
mooringand  unmooring,  moving  or  removing,  all  Ships, 
Vessels  and  Lighters  or  Craft,  coming  into  or  lying 
in  the  Docks,  Basons  and  Cuts,  or  lying  or  being  in 
such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at  Limehouse-hole 
and  Blackwall,  as  shall  be  within  200  yards  from  any 
entrance  out  of  the  said  River  into  the  Works  of 
the  Company;  and  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
entrance  out  of  and  into  the  said  Docks,  Sec.  and  the 
BBS  position 
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position  of  the  Ships,  while  lading  or  discharging, 
and  the  time  of  cjjcning  and  shutting  the  Dock 


son  in  Hie  charge  of  Shijis,  or  Vessels,  to  remove  the 
same.  On  notice  given  in  writing  and  left  with  some 
porson'on  board  llic  Ws'^el,  the  Dock-Master,and  his 
Assistants,  arc  authorised  to  remove  such  Ship;  the 
expence  whereof,  together  with  a sum  not  exceeding 
lOl.  nor  less  than  jl.  for  each  oficncc,  may  be  reco- 
vered by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company,  from  the 
Master  or  Owner  of  such  Ves.>cl. — And  Masters, 
Pilot5,(^  or  other  persons  obstructing  such  mooring, 
unmooring,  moving,  or  removing  of  any  Ship  or 
Veascl,  in  the  said  Dock,  Basons  or  Cuts,  or  at  any 
soch  jxiris  of  the  River  Thames,  at  Litnchouse-hole 
and  Bbckwall,  shall  forfeit,  not  exceeding  5l.  nor 
less  than  ‘il.  § 80. 

The  Directors  may  annul  any  order  of  the  Dock- 
masters,  and  give  others,  § 81.  But  no  order  what- 
soever, whether  given  by  Directors,  Harbour-Mas- 
ters, or  Dock-Masters,  shall  lessen  or  diminish  the 
responsibility  of  the  persons  having  the  charge  of  the 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo.  § 82. 

Both  the  Docks  and  the  Canal  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  Port  of  London  ; Vessels  resorting 
thereto,  shall  be  subject  to  the  several  Port  Duties ; 
all  Goods  landed,  or  shipped  upon  or  from  the  in- 
tended Quays,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  arc  applicable  to  the  present  legal  Quays, 
.and  the  Quays,,  in  such  of  the  Docks,  as  shall  be 


Gatcs.i  In  ease  of  refusal,  on  the  jxirt  of  any  per- 
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trailed  round,  shall  be  deemed,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes.  Legal  Quays.  ^ 83 — S6. 

During  the  term  of  21  years,  from  the  time  when 
the  Docks  shall  be  completed  and  ready  for  Ships  and 
Goods ; — all  Ships  and  Vessels  which  shall  arrive 
from  any  part  of  the  West-Indies,  into  the  River 
Thames,  w ith  Cargoes  of  West- India  produce,  shall 
unlade  the  whole  within  some  one  of  the  said  Docks, 
or  on  the  Quays  or  W'harfs  which  shall  belong 
thereto,  where  the  Duties  shall  be  ascertained,  and 
no  where  else;  and  the  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchan- 
dise, being  West-India  produce,  in  respect  whereof 
such  Duties  shall  be  payable,  may  afterwards  be 
stored  in  the  adjoining  Warehouses,  or  in  such  other 
Warehouses, , as  the  Owners  or  Consignees  shall  think 
f roper ; and  in  case  any  such  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandise,  being  West-India  produce,  shall,  at 
any  time  during  the  said  term  of  21  years,  be  landed 
from  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  West-India  Trade, 
in  any  other  place  or  places,  in  or  near  the  Port  of 
London,  than  the  said  Quays  and  Wharfs  within  the 
said  Docks,  they  shall  be  forfeited  to  his  Majesty, 
and  may  be  lawfully  seized  accordingly  : and  the 
Owner  or  Master  of  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  One  Hun- 
dred Pounds.  § 87. 

It  is  however  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  Car- 
goes of  West-India  Ships,  as  shall  consist  of  Tobac- 
co, shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  being  unshipped 
ii)  the  Docks^  be  conveyed  to  the  King’s  Tobacco 

W’^arehouses, 
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WtrchousM,  without  previously  ascertaining  tho 
duty,  either  in  Carts  or  Decked  Lighters  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Dock  Company,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  such  recompence  as  shall  not  exceed  the 
whole  cxpence  of  conveying  Tobacco  from  Ships  at 
their  proper  Moorings  to  the  King’sWarchouse.  § 88. 

It  is  also  provided,  that  if  at  any  time  it  should 
happen,  from  the  crouded  state  of  the  Docks,  or  from 
accident  or  other  cause,  Ships  or  Vessels  cannot  be 
admitted  into  the  Docks,  three  or  more  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs  may  permit  the  Cargo  of 
any  such  Vessel  to  be  landed  at  such  other  legal  Quay 
or  Quays,  as  they  shall  appoint.  § 8p. 

Where  Ships  arriving  from  other  parts  of  the 
World  than  the  West-Indies,  shall  have  Goods  on 
board  of  the  produce  of  the  West-Indies  ; such 
West-India  produce  shall  be  discharged  within  the 
Docks,  if  any  three  or  more  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Customs  shall  so  order  and  direct.  § QO. 

During  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years  after  the 
finishing  of  the  Docks,  all  outward-bound  West- 
India  Ships  shall  ship  or  take  in  all  their  Cargoes,  and 
be  laden  cither  in  some  one  of  the  Docks,  or  in  such 
part  of  the  River,  as  shall  be  below  the  entrance  of 
the  Canal  at  Blackwall.  Masters  and  Owners  of 
Vessels  offending  in  this  respect  shall  forfeit  lOO/.— 
Such  Ships  and  Vessels  however,  arc  excepted  as  may 
be  engaged  to  take  on  board  Naval  Stores  at  the 
^ King’s  Yard  or  Victualing  Office  at  Deptford,  for  bis 
Majesty’s  Service  j on  producing  to  the  Dock-Master 
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a Certificate,  under  the  hands  of  a Commissioner  of 
the  Navy  or  Victualing  Office.  §01. 

The  Directors  or  any  five  of  them  are  empowered  to 
make  Bye-Laws,  Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations  for 
the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Directors,  Dock-Masters,  Clerks, 
Treasurers,  Collectors,  Engineers,  Surveyors,  Work- 
men, Watchmen,  Lightermen,  Labourers,  and  others 
appointed  and  employed  on  behalf  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  for  the  better  regulating,  governing,  and 
managing  the  several  Works,  Matters,  Accounts, 
and  things  authorised  to  be  done  by  the  Directors ; 
and  to  amend,  alter,  and  repeal  the  same,  and  fix  pe- 
nalties for  non-obscrvancc,  not  exceeding  40r.  re- 
coverable before  Justices  where  the  Ofi^ence  is  com- 
mitted. Such  Bye-Laws  to  be  printed  and  distri- 
buted in  the  Port  of  London ; to  be  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Company,  who  may  alter  or  annul  the 
same,  at  a General  Meeting ; and  to  be  allowed  and 
approved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  one  of  the  Chief 
Justices,  or  Chief  Baron.  § 109 — 112. 

“ In  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  ex- 
pences,  in  making,  building,  and  erecting  the  said 
Docks,  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  supporting, 
“ maintaining,  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair 
It  is  enacted,  that  from  and  after  notice  of  the 
completion  of  the  Docks  and  other  Works,  shall 
have  been  given  by  Public  Advertisement  in  the 
London  Gazette,  and  two  or  more  Public  Morning 
Newspapers,  circulated  in  London,  there  shall  be 
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payable  to  the  West-Inclia  Dock  Company,  or  to 
their  Collectors,  Receivers,  or  Agents,  for  their  use, 
(over  and  above  the  Rates  and  Duties  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  and  to  the  Corporation  of  London,) — the 
Rates  and  Duties  following  ; r/s.  , 

“ For  every  Ship  or  Vessel  entering  into  and  using 
any  of  the  said  Docks,  or  any  of  the  Basons  and  Cuts 
which  shall  belong  thereto  (to  be  paid  by  the  Master 
or  Owner  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel)  a Rate  or  Duty  of 
6s.  bJ.for  every  Ton  of  the  burden  of  such  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel; for  and  in  satisfaction  of  the  use  and  conveniency 
of  the  Docks,  and  all  charges  and  expcnccs  of  navi- 
gating, mooring  and  unmooring,  removing  and  ma- 
nagement of  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  from  her  arrival  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Docks  at  Blackwall,  until  unladed 
and  moored  in  the  Dock  for  light  Vessels : and  also, 
of  the  unlading  her  Cargo  within  the  said  EX>cks,  and 
the  Landing-waiters’  Fees,  on  account  thereof ; and 
the  Cooperage,  Hoops,  and  Nails,  which  such  Cargo 
may  require,  in  the  course  of  such  unlading,  together 
with  the  use  of  the  Light  Dock,  for  any  space  of  time 
not  exceeding  six  months  from  the  time  oi  unlading 
such  Ship  or  Vessel.”  $ 13/. 

And  from  and  after  such  notice  being  given,  there 
shall  also  be  paid  to  the  said  Company,  for  all  Goods, 
Wares,  and  Merchandise,  imported  from  the  West- 
Indics,  which  shall  be  landed,  unshipjwd  or  dis- 
charged from  on  board  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  enter- 
ing into  and  using  the  said  Docks,  or  any  of  the 
Basons  or  Cuts  thereunto  belonging  by  the  Owners 

or 
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or  Consignees  of  such  IMcrchandisc  (over  and  above 
all  other  Rates  and  Duties)  the  Rates  and  Duties 
following ; ws. 


For  Aloes 

4 

8' 

> Balsam  Natural  .... 

4 

8 

— Cassia 

4 

8 

— Cortex  VVinteranus  . . . 

4 

8 

■ — Cocoa  .....  . . 

1 

6 

^ per  Cwt. 

— Coffee 

I 

6 

— Cotton  Wool  4 ..  . 

2 

6 i 

— Dyers’  Woods  . . . . 

o 

6 ' 

— Ginger 

3 

3 1 

— Gum  Gualacum  .... 

4 

8J 

— Hides 

o 

6 

per  Dozen. 

— Indigo  ....... 

2 

6 

per  Cwt. 

— Marmalade 

2 

'per  Jar. 

— Oil,  Castor 

2 

6J 

— Pimento 

3 

2 

per  Cwt. 

— Rum 

o 

I 

per  Gallon. 

— Sarsaparilla 

6 

— Sugar 

0 

8 

• per  Cwt. 

— Succads  in  Boxes  . . . . 

5 

oJ 

— Tamarinds  or  Succads  in  Jars 

2 

6 

per  Jar. 

— Tortoise  shell  .... 

5 

»per  Cwt. 

— Turmcrick 

4 

8/ 

— Wine,  including  Madeira  . 

o 

I 

per  Gallon. 

y/nJ  Further ; 

For  every  Cask,  Case,  Bundle,  Bale,  or  other  Package, 
containing  any  article  ot  Merchandise,  not  other- 
wise specified  and  described  in  the  foregoing 
Tabic,  being  2cwt.  and  upwards 


s.  i. 


5 o 
for 


Digitized  by  Google 


TREAT  I SE  OSr 


' 378 

For  c\TTy  such  Cask,  &c.  under  a cwt.  . . a 6 

For  every  article  of  Merchandise  brought  loose  (except 
Wood)  not  otherwise  specified  or  described  in  tills 
Tabic — foreveiy  i cwl.  . . . t • 

For  any  article  of  Merchandise  brought  loose,  not  herein 
betore  S}>ecified  or  described,  whether  subject  to 
any  duty  of  Custonu  or  out,  and  which  shall  be 
landed  within  the  Dock  Fxcmiscs,  a Ritit  »r  Dtity 
Ti'.t  ixtttding  tht  Rutt  tr  Charge  berettfire  usucUj 
f'ttid  in  the  Perl  ef  Lmdcn,  fer  lighterage,  landing, 
lading,  and  keuting,  any  tuch  artuie. — 


All  which  Rates  or  Duties  shall  be  accepted  and  taken 
for  and  in  respect  of  the  use  and  conveniency  of  the 
said  Docks,  and  the  Quays,  Wharfs,  Cranes,  and 
other  Machines,  which  shall  belong  thereto,  and 
the  LanJ-uaiters'  Fees,  on  account  of  such  Goods 
after  being  unshipped;  and  all  charges  and  expences 
of  Ifharfage,  handing.  Housing,  and  IVeigh'mg  such 
Goods,  and  of  such  Cooperage,  as  the  same  may  re- 
spectively want  after  being  unshipped,  and  all  rent 
for  fVarehouse  Room  for  such  Goods,  for  the  space  of 
twelve  weeks  in  the  Company’s  Warehouses ; and 
all  charges  of  delivering  the  same  from  the  Ware- 
houses. 'And  the  said  Rate  of  6j.  8r/.  per  Ton, 
and  also  the  other  Rates,  are  vested  in  the  Wcsi- 
-India  Dock  Company.  § 137. 

I'hc  Tonnage  Duty  of  Cr.  %d.  is  to  be  paid  at  the 
entry  inwards  or  clearance  outwards  of  each  Ves- 
sel to  the  Collector  appointed  by  the  Company  ; or 

where 
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where  there  is  no  entry  or  clearance,  then  to  be  paid 
before  leaving  the  Docks ; so  as  no  Ship  shall  be 
subject  to  this  Rate  more  than  once  in  every  Voyage, 
both  out  and  home  inclusive.  And  this  Rate  is  to  be 
collected  only  in  proportion  to  the  actual  Tonnage  of 
ihe  Cargo,  in  cases  where  Ships  or  Vessels  are  not 
fully  laden,  or  where  only  that  part  of  the  Cargo  is 
landed  which  is  of  the  growth  of  the  West-Indies. 
§ 137. 

The  Rates  and  Duties  on  such  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandise, imported  from  the  West-Indies,  as  shall 
' be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  duty  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, shall  be  paid  when  the  post-entry  of  such 
Goods  is  made  at  the  Custom-house,  to  the  Com- 
pany's Collector,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  And 
the  Rates  and  Duties  on  such  Goods  and  Merchan- 
dise, as  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any 
Duty  to  bis  Majesty,  shall  be  paid  before  the  same 
are  taken  away  from  the  Dock  Premises.  § 137. 

All  Lighters  and  Craft  entering  the  Docks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  in  order  to  convey,  deliver,  discharge,  or 
receive  Ballast  or  Goods,  to  or  from  on  board  of  any 
Ship  Or  Vessel,  are  exempted  from  the  said  Rate  of 
Bd.  $ 138. 

The  Company’s  Collector  may  distrain  any  Ship 
or  Vessel,  in  case  of  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay 
the  Rates  ; and  Persons  eluding  such  Payment  shall 
continue  chargeable.  § 13Q,  140. 

The  Tonnage  Rates  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
Vessel's  register  to  which  the  Company's  Collectors 

shall 


390 


TSEXTisr  e» 


ihil!  have  access  at  tbc  Castofn- house;  aad  the  ?^laa- 
ter  ot  each  Ves?el  k also  obIi^rc<i  tt>  produce  his  Cer- 
tificate of  RCj^ister  to  the  Cj. lectors;  and  in  case  of 
any  depute  respecting  the  sirric,  or  respecting  the 
Tonnage  of  any  Ship  or  Vc'scl,  not  rrouired  to  be 
registered,  or  of  any  Fore' rn  Ship  or  Vessel,  then  tbc 
Tonnege  shall  be  ascertaincil  by  Admeasunenjem, 
according  to  the  dirccticns  of  the  Statute,  -26  Geo.  III. 
cap.  do.  And  Powers  are  gi\or»  to  the  C.  r-ectocs  of 
the  Company  (as  well  as  of  his  Majesty  and  the  City) 
to  enter  into  tl.c  Shijs,  and  aotuaily  to  measure  the 
Tonnage  thereof.  ^111 — 1-13. 


f'aoM  THi:  SrsTTM  thus  shonly  detailed  it  appexTt, 
that  very  imporunt  Privileges  arc  conferred  on  the 
IVesl-InJu  D,ck  and  th.it  the  Functiotis, 

with  rcs|HXt  to  S’.iij.*s  and  Vc5>sciS  in  tlic  West-India 
Trade,  which  are  to  be  executed  by  the  Directors, 
arc  of  a nature  very  m.tterlal  to  the  Commercial  In- 
terest:  since  they  are  to  take  upon  themselves  tbc  re- 
sponsibility of  the  whole  labour,  which  is  at  present 
performed  by  iMm^ers,  C'.o^'rs,  L':gh:crmai^  lllitzr- 
TuckU-k'^use  Porters,  Tiekst-Pcrtcrs,  If  ure- 
kousema:,  Gun^smen,  uiui  Labourers. 


I 


&:ppo<:ng  the  -Aggregate  Tonnage  on  a irc- 
diiim,  to  be  ojual  to  the  }xn  ending  the 
5th  of  Jamtary  1798,  thry  will  recciicat 
5ki.  p.T  I on  anncaily  on  101,^84. 

T i»n<,  toe  Discharging,  and  in  lieu  ol 
Lighterage  . . . (Carr:id  o\is)  £. 


35.S2S 


o 0 


Brofght 
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Brought  over  . . jC-33>828  o o 
Taking  the  article  of  Sugar,  (as  being  the 
largest,)  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
Aggregate  Sum  to  be  received,  (lor  the  con- 
vcniency  of  the  Docks,  Wiiarfs,  and 
Cranes;  and  in  lieu  of  Land-Jf'aiters' 

Feel,  ff'harfagt,  Landing,  Caperage,  and 
fVarehousing  such  Goods,  — hFanhsuie 
Rent  for  twelve  weeks,  and  the  charge  of 
Dtlhtry,)  the  whole  amount  on  101,484 
Tons,  at  8d.  per  Cwt.  or  13s.  4d.  per 
Ton,  is 67,656  o o 

Total  . . £.  101,484  o o 

For  the  purpg.=!es  of  discovering  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  of  this  System,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  the  following  Estimate  of  the  present 
expence  of  discharging  West-India  Vessels  in  the 
Pool,  opposed  to  the  above  charges  in  the  premises 
of  the  West-India  Dock  Company. 

346  Ships,  average  Lumping  Dues,  includ- 


ing extra  Work,  and  Watching,  and  s.  J. 

Cooperage, — (45/.) *5>57°  ° ° 

Boat  attending  30  days,  at  4s.  a day, — (6/.)  . 2,076  o o 

Chain  hire,  los,  a week, — (a/)  ....  692  o o 

Demurrage  of  the  Ship,  supposing  her  on 


Charter,  or  that  the  (Jwncr  is  deprived  of 
the  use  of  her,  15  days  longer  in  the  Pool 
than  in  the  Dock,  at  8s.  a Ton  per  month, 
for  one-half  of  a month  on  290  Tons, 
average  4s.- — (58/.) 20,o6B  o o 

Carried  over  . . £.  38,406  o o 

Brought 
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Brought  over  . . 38406  o e 

To  which  add  Lighterage  of  101484  Toni 

to  the  Qiiays,  at  4s.  per  Tun,  average  . . 20,297  o o 

58,703  o e 

Deduct  Duck  Tonnage,  (See  p.  380J  . . 33.828  o o 

Balance,  on  this  head,  in  favour  of  the  Ship> 

Ownerand  Merchant;  in  using  the  Docks  24*^75  o ^ 


Present  expence  of  Landing  and  Wharfage, 

Labourers  and  Gangsmen,  on  346  Ships, 
bringing  101484  Tons  of  Sugar,  Rum, 
and  other  West-India  Produce;  at  14s.  . 71,039  o e 


Land-Waiters’ Fees  ; at  25.  3d **473  o 0 

Cooperage;  at  3s *5>297  o 0 

Warehouse  Rent  for  1 2 weeks ; at  8s.  . . 40,594  o o 

Charge  of  Delivery  ; at  3s *S>^7  o e 

jC*  *53»?oo  o o 


Deduct  the  amount  to  be  charged  by  the  West- 

India  Dock  Company,  (See  p.  381.)  . . 67,656  o o 

86,044  o o 

Add  the  above-stated  Balance  in  favour  of  the 
Proprietors,  in  diKharging  the  Cargoes  . . 24,875  o o 

Aggregate  Balance  in  favour  of  the  Dock- 
System  . . ' iC- **0.919  o o 


Thus  it  appears,  that  if  these  calculations  are 
nearly  accurate,  (for  accuracy  to  a point  is  im- 
possible,} ycry  considerable  advantages  will  arise  to 
iniiaoa  Yi*.  , 

r fj-  the 
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the  West-India  Commerce  from  the  Dock  System, 
in  which  the  Ship-Owners  will  participate : while, 
at  the  same  time,  more  dispatch  will  be  afforded, 
which,  in  all  matters  relating  to  Shipping  and  Navi- 
gation, is  of  the  greatest  importance.  And  it  may 
possibly  happen  that  the  first  Fleets  that  arrive, 
may  be  enabled  to  make  two  Voyages  instead  of  one 
in  the  course  of  a year.  This  circumstance  alone, 
at  a time  when  the  British  Shipping  is  found,  as  at 
present,  to  be  so  inadequate  to  the  great  and  in- 
creasing extent  of  the  National  Commerce,  is  not 
only  highly  interesting  to  the  Ship-Owner  and  the 
Merchant,  but  also  to  the  State  ; by  furnishing  the 
means  of  oeconomizing  in  the  conveyance  of  Com- 
mercial Commodities. — Upon  the  immense  Scale  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Metropolis,  (equal  to  about  three- 
fifth  parts  of  the  whole  Empire,)  the  advantages 
derived  from  double  Voyages  in  the  same  Ships  arc 
incalculable ; not  merely  from  the  convenience 
which  will  arise  to  Trade,  but  from  the  reduced 
expence  attached  to  the  Carrying  System,  when  con- 
sidered in  competition  with  Foreign  Nations. 

The  enormous  expence  of  Ships  forms  another 
ground  whereby  to  judge  of  the  advantages ; for 
while  a less  Capital  is  necessary,  and  more  constant 
employment  given  to  Seamen,  equal  or  superior 
profits  are  acquired  ; although  the  Freights  may  be 
reduced,  when  each  Ship  performs  a double  instead 
•f  a single  Voyage. 

Xhe  improvements  in  the  Art  of  Navigating  Ships, 

and 
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and  the  superior  stile  of  fitting,  arc  favourable  to 
this  sjxrcies  of  di«i)aich,  to  which  Port-accommo- 
dations contribute  in  so  eminent  a degree. 

The  Directors  of  the  JVtst-Ituiia  Dock  Com- 
fany  will,  under  every  circumsiance,  form  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  executive  Police  of  the  River 
Thames,  and  the  Port  of  London. — Like  the  other 
two  great  Bjdics,  the  Gjrpcwation  of  London  and* 
the  Trinity-House,  they  have  the  j)Ower  of  making 
Bye-L  aws  to  be  enforced  by  penalties  ; and  it  can- 
not escape  notice,  that  the  number  of  minor 
offences,  which  have  been,  and  will  be  created  and 
defined,  in  eonsccjucncc  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act^  will 
require  a vigilant  Police  to  give  force  and  efficacy  to 
the  general  Design  ; and  to  prevent  the  Law,  from 
bccomittg,  as  in  many  other  cases,  a dead  Utter : — 
This  indcctl,  is  the  source  from  which  have  originated 
the  multiplied  abuses  which  have  heretofore  em- 
barrasfcil  and  afflicted  the  Trade  of  the  Port ; and 
which  will  ever  continue  to  be  felt  as  a pressure, 
while  it  is  not  the  province  of  any  particular  class  of 
men  to  c irry  the  Laws  into  execution,  and  to  be  in 
some  degree  responsible  for  the  effect  which  the 
interests  of  Society,  and  good  Government,  require 
to  be  given  to  all  the  Regulations  and  measures  of 
the  Legislature,  for  the  prevention  of  Crimes  and 
Mistlcmeanors,  and  the  well-ordering  of  whatever 
'’•>8  a tendency  to  add  to  the  security,  comfort,  and 
•'CSS  of  the  Community. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

The  Powers  ami  Fiincliotis  of  His  Majesty's  Com~ 
missions  of  Customs  and  Excisey  as  they  apply  to  the 
Police  of  the  River  Thames,  and  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— The  perplexed  State  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Customs. — General  Summary  of  the  Statute  Lava 
on  this  subject  \ as  it  relates — iJ/.  to  Merchants, 
Master  s of  Ships,  &c. — 2d.  to  Revenue  Officers. 


rp 

J.  HE  Establishment  of  the  Board  of  Customs  is  em- 
ployed, not  for  purposes  of  Revenue  alone,  but  also 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  Laws  of  Navigation  and 
Trade;  upon  which  the  security  of  the  Empire,  and 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  its  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  essentially  depend.(i) 

The  Conimtssioners  therefore,  under  the  authority 
, of 'various  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  also  under  the 
directions  of  the  Treasury,  exercise  very  extensive 
and  important  Powers  and  Functions  in  the  general 
System,  which  comprises  the  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London. 

They  superintend  the  execution  of  the  Laws  as 
they  relate  to  Regulations,  respecting  the  lading 
and  discharging  of  all  Ships  and  Vessels  frequenting 
the  Port,  which  particularly  apply  to  the  mode  of 
securing,  and  ascertaining  the  amount  of  his  Ma- 

((}  See  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons— printed  July  1 797, 

C c jesty's 
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jcsty’s  Revenue  o^ustoms, — ihc  payment  of  Draw- 
backs and  Bounties  on  Goods  exported, — the  grant- 
ing Licenses,  and  taking  Bonds  and  Securities  from 
parties  concerned  in  the  Importation  and  Exportation 
of  Goods.  They  authorise  and  appoint  sufficient 
Wharfs,  where  Goods  may  be  landed  when  the 
business  cannot  be  carried  on  at  the  Legal  Quays. 
They  empower  inferior  Officers  to  enter  on  board  of 
Ships  and  Vessels,  arriving  and  discharging,  as  well 
as  those  that  arc  lading  outwards,— and  to  remain 
so  long  as  they  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  Revenue.  They  apjxjint.  Preferable,  Extra,  and 
Glut,  Officers,  for  this  particular  duty,  (if)  They 
instruct  and  control  the  whole  of  the  numerous 
Officers,  of  all  classes,  belonging  to  the  different 
departments  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Customs.  They 
exercise  their  discretion  in  mitigating  the  severity  of 
the  Law  (subject  to  the  control  of  the  Treasury)  in 
all  eases  where,  from  in.-idvcrtency  or  unavoidable 
causes,  an  innocent  Trader  may  be  aggneved,  and 
where  no  injury  to  tlie  Revenue  was  contemplated. 

They  order  prosecutions  of  IlliciiTradcrs  and  others 
charged  with  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue.  They  di- 
rect the  sale  of  Seizures,  and  manage  the  financial 
part  of  the  System,  with  resj)cct  to  Salaries  and  Ex- 
pcnccs,  according  to  Rules  which  have  been  estab- 
lished under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury.  In  fine,  they  sii{x;rinteud  all 


(i)  The  established  TiJc-Officcrs,  aj.d  all  superior  situation*,  ate 
lilted  by  the  Treatury. 
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matters  and  things  whatever,  which  relate  to  Ves- 
sels in  the  service  of  the  Customs,  or  to  the  control, 
regulation,  or  reward  of  their  Officers,  in  every  part 
of  England  and  the  Colotiics. 

The  Commissioners  op  the  Excise  have  a con- 
current Jurisdiction  with  the  Customs,  with  respect 
to  the  security  of  those  branches  of  Revenue  which 
it  is  their  province  to  collect  on  articles  imported ; 
but  they  exercise  no  general  supcrintendance. 

They  appoint  and  authorise  their  Officers  to  board 
nod  to  watch  Ships  and  Vessels,  where  exciscable 
Goods  compose  a part  of  the  Cargo,  and  they  also 
employ  Revenue  Cutlers  for  the  detection  and  pre- 
vention of  Illicit  Trade, 

ThcFiNANCE  Committee  opTiiElIouse  of  Com 
mons,  (to  whose  labours  the  Public  arc  already  so 
much  indebted,  and  whose  Reports,  on  a vast  variety 
of  Subjects,  afford  ample  hints  and  materials  for  the 
most  important  legislative  Regulations,  in  matters  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  the  improvement  of 
Trade  and  Police  in  this  Kingdom,)  state  that  the 
Liiws  respecting  the  Customs,  arc  “ voluminous  in 
their  bulk,  and  intricate  in  their  details,”  filling,  at 
present,  six  large  I'olumes  hi  folio,  unprovided  with 
any  printed  Index.  They  also  declare,  that  they 
fed  themselves  warranteil  in  stating,  most  decidedly, 
that  a consolidation  and  simplification  of  the 
Laws  of  the  Cu'>toins  would  greatly  contribute 
to  secure  and  increase  the  collection  of  the  Re- 
venue : that  by  such  a simplification  “ the  Re- 
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vtnue-Offiter  would  be  enabled  to  execute  his  duty 
with  more  promptitude  and  safety ; the  Merchant 
would  better  know  how  to  transact  his  Commercial 
concerns  with  the  Revenue,  and  the  Foreign  Trader 
would  have  the  means  of  avoiding  those  errors  which 
at  present  so  frequently  expose  his  Property  to  sei- 
zure for  the  omission  of  Forms,  which  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  he  should  know  to  be  necessaiy.”(^ 

It  appears  indeed,  that  the  attention  of  the  Exe=- 
cutive  Government,  and  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms, has  been  directed  in  some  degree  to  this  im- 
portant object ; and  its  execution,  however  difficult, 
has  not  been  thought  impracticable;  probably  how- 
ever, (the  Committee  conclude)  the  final  completion 
of  the  Work  must  be  delayed  until  Peace. 

After  the  foregoing  candid  avowal  by  a Commit- 
tee, the  leading  Members  of  which  may  truly  be 
said  to  have  been  indefatigable,  in  their  exertions  for 
the  public  good,  it  cannot  be  reasonably  expected 
from  tlic  Author  of  this  Work,  that  he  should  enter 
into  any  thing  more  than  a general  Statement  of  the 
Powers  and  Functions  exercised  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  Customs  and  Excise,  and  their  Officers ; under 
the  multi})licity  of  Statutes,  by  which  those  Powers 
and  Functions  arc  created  and  regulated;  giving 
also  an  abridged  account  of  the  Duties  imposed  by 
ihchc  Statutes,  on  Masters  ofShips,  Merchants,  Con- 
signees, &c.  in  the  course  of  the  Importation  and 
Ex|x>rtuiion  of  their  Goods. 


(/;  See  thi-  Fourth  Roj-ort  of  the  Comaiittcc,  p. 
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The  following  Summary  of  the  most  interesting 
Laws  on  this  Subject  will,  however,  he  trusts,  serve 
as  some  direction  to  Merchants  in  this  most  dan- 
gerous part  of  their  voyage ; and  as  a clue  to  that 
labyrinth  of  perplexities,  the  mazes  of  which,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  the  Legislature  will  ere  long  find  leisure 
to  put  an  end  to,  by  pursuing  the  suggestions  of  the 
Finance  Committee  on  this  subject. 

The  Statutes  are  ranged  under  the  two  following 
heads : 

I.  The  duty  of  Merchants,  Masters  of  Ships, 
Wharfingers,  Consignees,  &c.  on  the  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Goods. 

II.  The  Privileges,  Duties  and  Indemnities  of 
Revenue  Officers,  not  specified  in  the  foregoing 
division. 

I.  Bv  the  Statute  1 Eliz.  cap.  11,  Owners  and 
Masters  of  Vessels,  are  prohibited  from  Lading  or 
Unlading  Ships,  except  in  day-light,  and  at  the 
Legal  Quays  and  places  appointed,  (in  London  and 
elsewhere,)  and  without  due  notice  to  the  Customer 
and  Custom-house  Officers. 

By  13  and  14  Car.  II.  cap.  11,  no  Ship  arriving 
from  beyond  Sea,  shall  be  above  three  days  coming 
from  Gravesend  to  her  place  of  Discharge  in  the 
Thames,  without  touching  at  any  Wharf^  Quay,  or 
place  adjoining  to  either  Shore  between  Gravesend 
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and  Chester’s  Quay  ; unless  hindered  by  contrary 
winds,  or  other  just  impediment,  to  be  allowed  by 
the  principl  Officers  ot*  the  Customs. — § 2. 

By  Statute  ip  Geo.  III.  cap,  48,  ^ 3,  if  any  Ves- 
sel coming  from  Foreign  p.nris,  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port  of  Lomioti,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the 
Stream,  except  to  the  I.awful  Quays,  before  all  the 
Gootls  arc  discharged  out  of  such  Vessel  ; or  if  any 
^’essel,  outward-bound  from  London  to  Foreign 
parts,  having  any  Gtxjds  on  board  thereon,  shall, 
during  the  continuanee  in  the  Port,  be  removed  out 
of  the  Stream,  except  to  the  Lawful  Quays,  unless 
upon  any  accident  or  emergent  occaMon,  immediately 
to  be  made  known  to  the  Commissioners,  or  Officers 
of  Customs,  and  their  consent  for  those  purposes 
obtained ; the  Master,  Purser,  or  Person  taking 
charge  of  such  Vessil,  shall  forfeit  100  A for  each 
offence ; one  moiety  to  his  Majesty,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  such  Officer  of  Customs  as  shall  sue  for 
the  satne,  in  any  Court  of  Record  at  Westminster. 

By  § 5 of  the  Act,  13  and  14  Car.  II.  cap.  11  ; 
in  ease  after  the  clearing  of  any  Ship,  and  discharg- 
ing the  Watchmen  or  Tidcstncii,  there  shall  be 
found  oil  board-  such  Ship  any  Goods  concealed, 
and  for  which  the  Duties  upon  Importation  have 
not  been  paid;  tlio  Master,  or  other  person,  taking 
charge  of  such  Ship,  shall  forfeit  lOOA — And  it 
shall  - be  lawful  for  any  perton,  authorised  by  Writ 
of  Assistance,  under  Seal  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
tike  a Constable,  or  other  Publio-Ofliccr  inhabiting 
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near  the  place,  and  in  the  clay  time,  to  enter  into 
any  house  or  other  place,  and  in  ease  of  resistance, 
to  break  open  Doors,  Chests,  and  other  Packajjes  ; 
to  seize  any  Goods  prohibited  and  uncustomed,  and 
to  secure  the  same  in  his  Majesty’s  Storehouse  in 
the  next  Port. 

By  9 Geo.  II.  cap.  35,  § 27,  all  Goods  found 
concealed  on  board  any  Ship  after  the  Master  shall 

• I 

have  made  his  report  at  the  Custom-house,  and  not 
mentioned  in  the  said  Report,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized  and  prosecuted  by  any  Officer  of  the 
Customs,  and  the  Master  of  such  Ship,  fin  case  he 
was  privy  to  such  concealment,)  shall  forfeit  treble 
the  value  of  the  Goods. 

By  5 Geo.  III.  cap.  43,  ^ 1,  all  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Merchandise  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  found  con- 
cealed in  any  Chest,  Trunk,  Bale,  Cask,  or  other 
Package,  or  amongst  any  of  the  Goods,  Wares,  or 
Mcrdiandisc  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
same  shall  have  been'  sent  to  his  Majesty’s  Store- 
house, by  any  Officer  of  Customs,  (in  pursuance  of 
Statute  13  & 14  Ciir.  IP.  cap.  11  :) — and  which  shall 
not  have  been,  within  twenty  days  after  the  first 
entry  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  were  imix)rtcd,  duly 
entered,  and  the  Customs,  and  other  Duties  for 
them,  paid  or  secured ; or  which  shall  be  found 
Concealed  in  any  Chest,  &lc.  6r  inclosed  in  any  of 
the  GfX)ds  therein  contained,  which  shall  be  brought 
on  Shore  by  special  Sufferance,  of  order  from' the 
Coniniissloners  of  principal' Officers  of  Customs,  at 
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the  application  of  the  Proprietor,  and  shall  not  be 
particularly  specified  in  such  application,  the  same 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  prosccutexl 
by  any  Officer  of  the  Customs. 

By  21  Geo.  III.  cap.  3Q,  if  the  Master  of  any 
Vessel  shall  conceal,  or  suffer  to  be  concealed,  bj 
his  Mate  or  Seamen,  or  any  of  them,  in  any  part 
of  such  Vessel,  or  in  any  Chest,  any  Foreign  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors,  over  two  gallons  for  each  Seaman 
on  board,  or  any  Tea  al)ovc  Six  Pounds,  or  any 
Coffee  above  Nineteen  Pounds ; or  if  the  Master 
shall  clandc.siincly  Import,  or  sufier  to  be  dander 
tinely  Imported,  any  such  Foreign  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, or  any  other  uncuslonicil  Goods  whatsoever, 
whereby  the  Owners  become  liable  to  any  penalties, 
or  whereby  such  V'^esscl  is  liable  to  be  forfeited,  the 
Master  shall  not  only  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all  Wages 
tlicn  due,  but  also  treble  the  value  of  such  Foreign 
Spirituous  Liquors,  Tea,  Coffee,  or  any  other  un- 
customed Goods  whatsoever,  over  the  penalties  to 
which  the  Master  shall  be  subject  by  any  Laws  now 
in  force  ; which  penalties  of  treble  the  value,  shall 
be  recovered  of  the  plaster  by,  and  go  to,  the 
Owners, — ^ 1. 

By  ^ 2 of  the  said  Act,  if  the  Mates  or  Seamen, 
shall  clandestinely  conceal  or  import  any  Foreign 
Spirituous  Liquors,  (over  two  gallons  for  each  Sea- 
man on  board,)  or  any  Tea  above  Six  Pounds,  or 
any  Coffee  above  Nineteen  Pounds,  then  such 
^ates  or  Seamen,  shall  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all 
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Wages  then  clue,  and  also  Ten  Shillings  each  for  every 
gallon  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  Ten  Shillings  for 
every  Pound  of  Teg,  and  also  Ten  Shillings  for 
every  Pound  of  Coffee. — And  by  ^ 3,  if  such 
Mates  or  Seamen,  shall  commit  such  offences  in 
time  of  War,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Owners  to 
send  such  Mates  or  Seamen,  on  board  some  of  his 
Majesty’s  Ships  of  War ; there  to  serve  for  three 
years,  except  such  as  arc  old,  disabled,  or  unfit  for 
such  service. 

This  Act  is  to  be  printed,  and  put  up  in  some  con- 
spicuous part  of  every  British  Vessel,  trading  to  or 
from  this  Kingdom ; and  whenever  the  printed 
Copies  shall  be  damaged,  the  Master  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  immediately  replaced,  under  the  penalty 
of  One  Shilling  a-day  during  such  omission  ; to  be 
paid  to  the  Owners,  and  levied  by  Warrant,  under 
the  hands  and  Seals  of  one  or  more  Justices. 

By  § 7 of  the  Statute  13  & 14  Charles  II.  c.  1 1, 
it  is  enacted,  that  if  any  Keeper  of  any  Wharf^ 
Crane  or  Quay,  or  their  Servants,  shall  knowingly, 
suffer  to  be  taken  up  or  Landed,  or  shall  ship-off^ 
or  suffer  to  be  water-borne  from  their  Wharfs,  &c. 
any  Goods  prohibited,  or  whereof  any  Duties  are 
payable,  without  the  presence  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Customs,  or  at  times  not  appointed  by  Law ; or 
Goods  passing  by  Certificates,  Waste-coequet,  or 
otherwise,  without  notice  given  to  his  Majesty's 
Officers;  every  such  Wharfinger  shall  forfeit  100 /. — 
And  if  any  Goods  shall  be  taken  in  from  the  Shore 
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into  a Boat,  to  be  carried  a-board  any  Ship  outward- 
bound,  or  laden  out  of  any  Ship  arriving  fmm 
foreign  parts,  without  a Warrant  and  presence  of 
an  Officer  of  the  Customs  ; such  Boat  shall  be  for- 
feited, and  the  Master,  or  any  Mariner  of  any  Ship 
inward-bound,  consenting  thereunto,  shall  forfeit 
the  value  of  the  Goods  ; and  in  case  any  person 
shall  assist  in  the  shipping-off,  or  carrying  away 
such  Goods,  such  person  being  apprehended  by 
^Var^ant  of  any  Justice  of  Peace,  and  the  same 
being  pro.'cd  by  the  oath  of  two  Witnesses,  the  said 
Offender  for  such  first  offence,  shall,  by  such  Justice, 
he  committed  to  the  next  Gaol,  till  he  find  surety 
of  the  good  behaviour,  or  until  he  be  discharged  by 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  Chancellor,  Under  Treasurer, 
or  Barons  of  the  Exchcfjucr  ; and  in  case  he  shall 
aftenvards  offend  in  the  like  kind,  he  shall  by  any 
Justice  of  Peace  be  committed  to  the  next  Gaol 
f<>r  two  months,  or  until  he  pay  unto  the  Sheriff  bl, 
for  the  use  of  his  Majesty. 

By  the  said  Statute  13  and  14  C.  If.  c.  11, 
as  explained  by  32  Geo.  III.  c.  50,  if  any  Goods 
[prohibited  to  be  exported  ; or  liable  to  any  duty 
or  return  of  premium  or  bounty ; or  to  any 
allowance  for  waste  on  Exportation ; or  being 
carried  coastwise;  or  warehoused  on  IiUportation,and 
afterwards  carried  cojtslwise  for  the  purpose  of  Ex- 
portation ; or  liable  tb  Customs  on  Importation  or 
Exportation  ;]  shall  be  shipped’  to  be  carried  to  Sea 
from  any  one  Port,  to  be  Itirtdcd  at  any  other  place 
of  tV»is  Kealm,  without  a sufi'erauce  from  the  Cus- 
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tom?,  all  such  Merchandize  shall  I>c  forfeited.  The 
Master  of  every  Vessel  that  shall  take  in  such  Goods 
in  any  Port,  to  belauded  in  some  other  Port  of  Eng- 
land, shall,  before  the  Ship  be  carried  out  of  Port, 
take  out  a Coequet,  and  become  bouml  to  the  King 
with  security,  in  the  value  of  the  Goods,  for  dcliveiy 
thereof,  in  some  Port  within  England  ; and  (dangers 
of  the  Seas  excepted,)  to  return  a Certificate  within 
six  months,  that  such  Goods  were  there  landed 
accordingly. 

By  Statute  32  Geo.  III.  c.  50,  § 5,  if  any  Goods 
brought  into  any  Port,  within  this  Kingdom,  from 
any  other  Port  within  the  same,  by  coast-cocquct, 
transire,  let-pass,  or  certificate,  shall  be  unshipped  to 
be  landed,  before  such  Coequet,  &c.  be  delivered  to 
the  Customer  or  Collector  and  Comptroller  of  the 
place  of  arrival,  and  sufferance  given  from  such  Cus- 
tonicr,  &c.  the  Master  or  Mariner  taking  charge 
of*  such  Ship  consenting  thereto,  shall  forfeit  the 
value  of  the  Goods ; and  if  any  Goods  of  Foreign 
Product,  coming  coastwise,  shall  be  landed  without 
the  presence  of  an  Officer  of  the  Customs,  such 
Goods,  or  the  value,  shall  be  forfeited. 

All  Goods  saved  out  of  any  Ship  forced  on  Shore', 
or  stranded,  not  being  wrecked  Goods,  (or  flotsam, 
jetsam,  or  lagan,)  shall,  after  salvage  and  other 
charges  paid,  be  liable  to  the  like  customs,  draw- 
backs and  allowances,  as  such  Goods  would  be  liable 
to  in  ease  they  were  regularly  Imported. — 5 Geo.  I. 
cap.  1),  ^13. 
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By  Statute  *27  pco.  III.  cap.  13,  ^ 12,  all  Goods, 
&€.  mpoifiil  into  Great  Britain,  with  an  intent  to 
be  landed,  (except  Diamonds,  Jewels,  Pearls,  Pre- 
cious-stones, and  Bullion,  and  fresh  Fish,  British 
taken,  and  imported  in  Bnitsh  built  Ships,  owned, 
navigated,  and  registered  according  to  Law*  ; and 
also,  except  Turbots  and  Lobsters,  however  taken 
or  imjxjrtcd  ;)  whether  such  Goods,  &c.  arc  liable 
to  Duty  or  not,  shall  be  regularly  entered  at  the 
Custom-house,  and  landed  in  the  presence  of  the 
proper  Olficer,  who  shall  examine  the  same,  and 
shall  not  deliver  them  out  of  his  possession,  until  he 
shall  have  taken  a particular  account  of  the  quantity 
and  species  of  such  Goods. — And  by  Statute  36 
Geo.  III.  cap.  82,  if  any  such  Goods  shall  be  un- 
shipped or  landed  without  the  presence  of  the  proper 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  cither  on  Sundays,  Holi- 
days, or  any  other  days,  all  such  Goods  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  Custom-house 
Olficer. 

By  12  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  § 18,  if  any  Goods  on 
which  Duties  are  payable,  or  which  are  prohibited 
to  be  exported,  shall  be  shipped  for  Ports  beyond 
Sea  without  a Warrant,  or  without  the  presence  of 
an  Officer  of  the  Customs  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, all  such  Goods,  or  the  value  thereof,  shall  be 
forfeited ; one  moiety  to  the  Crown,  the  other  to 
him  that.shall  seize  or  sue  for  the  same. 

By  8 Geo.  I.  cap.  15.  ^9,  any  person  may  export 
''lit  of  any  Port  of  this  Kingdom,  in  which  there 
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is  a Customer  or  Collector,  all  such  Goods  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  Great  Brila'm,  as  may  be 
lawfully  exported  without  paying  any  duty  {other 
than  the  Goods  excepted  in  the  Table  of  Rates  out- 
•warcb)  so  as  -an  entry  be  first  made  in  the  Custom- 
house, expressing  the  quantities  and  qualities  of  the 
Goods,  and  so  as  the  same  be  shipped  by  the  proper 
Officer  ; on  failure  whereof  the  Goods  to  be  liable  to 
Duty. 

By  24  Geo.  III.  Stat.  2,  cap.  47,  § 26,  the  Mas- 
ter of  every  Vessel,  arriving  at  any  Port,  or  going  out- 
wards from  any  Port  in  this  Kingdom,  in  ballast,  shall, 
if  called  upon  by  the  Collector  or  Comptrollei^  or 
other  Officer  of  the  Customs,  make  a true  Report  of 
such  Vessel,  both  inwards  and  outwards,  and  answer, 
upon  oath,  to  such  questions  relative  to  the  Voyage 
and  Navigation  of  such  Vessel  as  shall  be  put  to  him 
by  the  Officer  of  Customs,  at  the  Port  where  he  shall 
arrive,  or  from  whence  he  shall  depart;  under  the  Pe- 
nalty of  forfeiting  lOO/.  which  oath  the  Collector,  or 
Officer  of  Customs,  is  to  administer.  Provided  that 
no  Master  of  any  Vessel  in  ballast,  making  Report  as 
above,  shall,  in  respect  thereof,  be  liable  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  any  additional  Fees. 

By  Stat.  27  Geo.  III.  cap.  13,  § 17,  18,  ig,  the 
valud  of  Goods,  paying  a Duty,  ad  valorem,  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  written  Declaration  of  the  Impor- 
ter [or  Exporter]  or  Proprietor,  or  his  Agent  or  Fac- 
tor; which  Declaration  shall  be  written  on  the  War- 
rant of  the  entry  of  such  Goods,  and  shall  be  sub- 
scribed 
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Customs,  at  the  Port  to  which  the  Goods  are  con- 
signed. § 3. 

If  any  Goods  or  Wine  arc  imjwtcd  without  such 
Manifest,  or  arc  not  mentioned  in  it,  the  Master,  8cc. 
shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  Goods,  besides 
the  duty.  § 5. 

Every  Master,  &c.  must  produce  surh  M.im'/cst 
to  the  first  Custom-house  Officer,  who  sh.nll  come  on 
board  his  Ship,  on  his  arrival  within  four  Leagues  of 
the  Coast,  and  give  a copy  to  the  Officer,  who  shall 
ccrlif}’  the  protluction  on  tl?c  back  of  the  original 
Manifest,  and  transmit  his  copy  to  the  Collector  at 
the  Port,  to  which  the  Goods  are  consigned.  The 
Master  shall  also  in  like  manner  produce  the  Mani- 
fest, and  give  a copy  thereof  to  the  first  Officer  who 
shall  come  on  board  within  the  limits  of  the  Port, 
who  shall  certify  and  act  in  the  sanrie  manner  as  the 
former  Officer  i — If  all  the  Goods  are  not  delivered 
at  one  Port,  the  Collector  may  certify  on  the  original 
Manifest  what  have  been  delivered  there,  and  return 
the  Manifest  to  the  Master  ; and  the  Manifest  is  to 
be  delivered  up  by  the  Master  to  the  Collector  at  the 
last  Port  of  Discharge.  § 6. 

A Penalty  of  lOO/.  is  imposed  on  the  Master  or 
Officer  neglecting  their  duty.  § 

Bulk  must  not  be  broken,  nor  any  part  of  the 
Cargo  be  unladen  or  unshipped  till  the  Vessel  comes 
to  her  proper  place  of  discharge  in  the  Port,  and  is 
authorised  to  unlade  by  the  proper  Officer  of  the 
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Customs  at  the  Port,  on  Penalty  of  200/.  on  the 
Master  and  the  Mate,  except  in  case  ofinevitable  ne- 
cessity ; of  which  notice  must  be  given  to  the  Custom- 
house. % 8. 

The  first  Custom-  house  Officer  who  goes  on  board, 
is  to  mark  and  seal  all  such  Packages,  &c.  of  Goods 
as  are  not  stowed  in  the  main  hold  (or  the  chains  or 
other  part  of  the  outside  of  the  Ship) ; and  such  Goods 
can  be  landed  only  by  special  leave  from  the  Com- 
missioners, and  opened  by  an  order  from  the  proper 
landing  Waiters,  and  in  presence  of  a superior  Offi- 
cer of  the  Customs.  § 9. 

Altering  such  Marks  or  Seals  subjects  the  Captain 
and  Mate  to  Penalties  of  200/.  § 10. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  Ship’s  arrival 
at  her  Moorings,  the  Master  must  make  oath  before 
the  Collector,  &c.  of  the  Ship’s  built  and  burthen,  and 
the  contents  of  her  lading,  and  deliver  the  Manifest 
to  the  Collector,  on  Penalty  of  200/.  § 11. 

Every  Importer  or  Consignee  of  Goods  must  with- 
in twenty  days  after  the  Master’s  Report,  enter  his 
Goods  at  the  Custom-house,  and  pay  the  Duties ; or 
on  failure,  the  Custom-house  Officers  may  convey 
the  same  to  the  King’s  Warehouses,  for  securing  the 
Duties ; and  if  they  are  not  paid  within  three 
months,  the  Goods  are  to  be  sold  by  the  Officers : 
(Except  in  cases  of  Goods  allowed  to  be  entered  and 
warehoused  on  Bond.)  § 14. 

No  Custom-house  Officer  is  to  permit  any  Vessel 
to  clear  out  until  the  Master  has  given  bond  not  to 
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rcbii  J any  Goods  fraudulently,  and  not  to  oppose  the 
Officers,  in  the  execution  of  their  Duty.  ^15. 

NIasters  of  outward-bound  Ships  are  to  deliver 
their  coequets  to  all  Custom-house  Officers  on  de- 
mand for  their  ins|KXtion,  on  Penalty  of  lOO/.  and 
if  the  Officer  finds  any  Goods  on  board,  not  corre- 
sponding with  the  coequets  he  may  seize  such  Goods. 

^ 17. 

NoGooils  entitled  to  drawback  arc  to  be  sent  on 
board  for  iL\|K>rtatioo,  except  by  Revenue  Officers 
or  persons  licensed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Customs,  for  the  actual  delivery  of  the  Goods  to  the 
Oflicers  on  board.  § ‘20,^1. 

Masters  of  Vessels  homeward  or  outward-bound 
arc  under  Penalty  of  lOOl.  to  bring  to  at  the  usual 
places,  to  receive  Revenue  Officers  on  board,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  Cargo  ; and  to  relieve  and 
land  Officers.  § ‘11. 

Revenue  Oiiiccrs  duly  authorised  to  examine  Ships 
and  Cargoes,  arc  to  have  access  to  every  part  of  the 
Shij) ; and  if  the  Keys  of  Chests,  &c.  are  not  deli- 
vered to  them,  or  the  places  where  the  Goods  are 
atowed  are  not  opened,  the  Officers  (if  of  a degjrec 
superior  toTidesmen  or  Watermen)  may  open  them  : 
Tidesmen  and  Watermen  arc  in  such  cases  to  send 
for  their  superior  Officers  to  examine  the  Goods. 
^ '23. 
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II.  We  arc  next  to  consider  the  privileges,  duties, 
and  protections,  imposed  or  conferred  by  the  Legis-  . 
lature  on  Revenue  OJicers  : Of  these  the  most  mats- 
rial  to  be  generally  known,  may  be  classed  under  the 
following  Heads : 

1st.  Such  provisions  of  Statute  Law  as  secure  the 
purity  of  Revenue  Officers. 

2d.  Such  as  direct  specific  duties  to  be  performed 
by  them  in  searching  Ships,  seizing  Goods,8cc.  (See 
also  the  direction!  of  the  Manifest  Act,  in*thc  pages 
immediately  preceding.) 

3d.  Such  as  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  persons 
against  assaults,  and  obstructions  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty. 

Under  the  first  head  the  following  Statutes  deserve 
particular  attention.  ' 

By  Statute  13  and  14  Charles  II.  cap.  11.  § 15, 
No  Ship  or  Goods  shall  be  ^seized  as  forfeited  for  un- 
lawful Importation  or  Exportation,  or  for  non-pay- 
ment of  Customs,  but  by  the  persons  appointed  to 
manage,  the  Customs,  or  by  Officers  of  Customs,  or 
persons  deputed  by  Warrant  from  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer or  Under  Treasurer,  or  by  Commission  from  bis 
Majesty,  under  the  Great  or  Privy  Seal ; and  if  any 
seizure  shall  be  made  by  any  other  person  for  the 
' causes  aforesaid,  such  seizures  shall  be  void. 

By  Statutes  13  and  14  Charles  II.  cap.  1 1 ; 4 Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  cap.  3 ; 6 William  and  Mary,  cap.  1 ; 
and  9 Ann.  cap.  21,  The  Commissioners,  Patent  Offi- 
cers, and  all  Clerks,  Servants,  &c.  employed  in  the 
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Customs,  shall  take  their  oath  for  the  true  and  faith- 
ful execution  of  their  several  Trusts  and  Employ- 
ments ; ufui  fhut  they  U'l/i  take  no  re'o.-ard  or  gra- 
tuity hut  thiir  respathe  salaries,  and  what  shall  be 
alltAieJ  than  hy  the  Croun,  or  the  regular  Fees 
estahlished  h hnv,  for  any  service  to  he  done  in  the 
execution  of  their  employtuents,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners and  princip.ll  Otficers  in  the  I’ort  of  London, 
and  the  principal OlHcers  in  the  out|wrts,or  any  two  of 
them,  are  authorised  to  administer  such  anth,  and  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  registered  in  the  Custom-house. 

By  ()  and  7 William  111.  cap.  7-  ^ l lj  Any  Officer 
of  the  Customs  duly  employed  in  the  execution  of 
his  OlTice,  on  any  extraordinary  service  not  required 
hy  Law,  is  authorised  to  receive  such  rccompencc 
from  the  person  desiring  his  attendance,  as  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Customs  in  the  Port  of  Z.oWon,  and 
the  Collector,  Customer,  and  Comptroller,  in  the 
Outports,  or  any  two  of  them  (by  whom  the  suffer- 
ance is  granted)  shall  determine. 

By  Statute  13  and  14  Charles  II.  cap.  11.  § IQ, 

If  any  of  the  King’s  OlFicers,  or  other  permits  de- 
puted and  employed  about  the  Customs,  shall  lake 
any  bribe,  or  connive  at  any  false  entrv,  whereby  the 
King  shall  be  defrauded  of  his  Customs,  or  Goods 
prohibited  to  be  imported  or  exported  be  suffered  to 
pass,  the  pcrsgns  ofi'ending  shall  forfeit  lOO/.  and  be 
incapable  of  any  Oifu:e  under  the  King ; and  the 
person  who  shall  give  such  bribe  slmll  forfeit  50/. 

By  Slat. ‘9  Geo.  II.  cap.  35.  § 24,  If  any  per- 
son shall  oiler  any  bribe  to  any  Officer  of  die  Cus-  i 
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toms  or  Excise,  to  do  any  act  whereby  his  Majesty 
might  be  defraudctl  in  his  s:tid  Revenues,  every  per- 
son shall  forfeit  for  such  Oftence,  50/. 

By  a more  modern  Statute,  which  appears  to  have 
been  passed  for  the  purjiosc  of  getting  at  the  root  of 
the  evil,  it  is  enacted.  That  if  any  Officer  of  the 
Navy,  Customs,  or  Excise,  shall  make  tiny  collusive 
seizure,  or  shall  deliver  up,  or  shall  make -any  agree- 
ment to  deliver  up,  or  not  to  seize  any  Vessel,  or  any 
Goods  liable  to  forfeiture,  by  this  or  any  Other  act, 
or  shall  directly  or  hulirectly  take  any  bril>e  br  reward 
for  the  neglect  or  non-performance  of  his  duty,  such 
Officer  shall  forfeit  Fh)e  Hundred  Pounds,  and  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  serving  his  Majesty  in  any  Officoj 
civil  or  military  ; and  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall 
give,  offer,  or  promise  to  give,  any  bribe  or  reward 
to,  or  make  any  collusive  agreement  with,  any  Ofliccr 
of  the  Navy,  Customs,  or  Excise,  to  do,  conceal,  or 
connive  at,  any  act  whereby  any  of  the  provisions  of 
any  act  relative  to  Customs  or  Excise,  may  lx;  evttded 
or  broken,  such  person  shall  (whether  the  offer  be 
accepted  or  performed  or  not)  forfeit  Free  Hundred 
Pounds. — 24  Geo.  III.  Stat.  2.  cap.  47.  § 32. 

If  any  Officer  of  the  Customs  shall  embezzle  any 
Goods  lodged  in  any  Warehouse  in  his  custody,  he 
shall  forfeit  double  the  valuoof  the  Goiwis embezzled 
to  the  party  grieved  withCosts.’'8  A'lin.  cap9  1?!.  §'27. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  it  is  pro[)cr  to'Rdvcrt 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Committee  ' ad- 
' mirabic 
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mirable  supgcstions  have  already  been  repcatetfTy 
allmlcd  to)  “ that  if  fixed  and  net  salaries  couid  be 
given  to  each  Olficcr,  proportionate  to  his  scr\iccs, 
. ihe  general  Arrangement  of  the  Buriness  of  ihe  Cus- 
toms would  be  much  improved  ; instead  of  leaving 
their  compensation  to  depend  upon  their  haring  ad- 
ditional places,  or  employments  in  other  situations, 
or  upon  their  casual  receipt  of  Fees.” 

• The  Committee  consider  the  jiholihon  of  Fees  as 

a measure,  for  many  reasons,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Parliament.  The  independence  [and 
consequent  purity]  of  the  Kevenue  Officers,  the  re- 
lief to  the  Trader,  and  the  security  of  the  Kevenue  arc 
all  (as  has  been  already  urged  in  the  course  of  this 
VV'ork)  involved  in  this  Question.  The  Merchants  of 
Londot),  and  those  resident  at  several  of  the  Outports, 
when  consulted  in  1791»  approved  of  this  measure: 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  concur  in  the 
propriety  of  the  Abolition.  The  main  difficulty  in 
the  execution  of  the  Plan  is  the  providing  a fund 
Jbr  compensation  for  the  Fees  abolished  ; the  amount 
t>f  which  in  l/bS,  (throughout  England)  was  nearly 
13-1,000/.  of  which  the  Fees  of  the  Outdoor  Officers 
were  about  46,000/. 

In  the  Port  of  London  alone,  the  amount  of  Fees 
in  1/34  and  1768,  was  64,000/.  and  upwards;  in 
1 7Q4  about  Cr,000/.  in  1 7Q5,  66,400/.  and  in  17p6, 
nearly  79,800/. — Of  these  the  Fees  to  the  Outdoor 
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Officers  were  in  1794, about  20,850/.  in  1795,21,635/. 
and  in  1796,  25,391/. 

The  Committee  appear  particularly  to  recommend 
the  Abolition  of  the  Fees  to  Outdoor  Officers ; and 
fur  this  purpose  state,  that  an  adequate  provision 
might  be  conveniently  and  fairly  obtained  by  a 
small  Duty,  on  the  principal  articles  of  Imports,  ap» 
portioning  the  duty  according  to  the  share,  which  the 
Trade  of  each  Country  contributes  to  the  whole 
Trade  of  Great  Britain.* 

Of  the  Statutes  giving  specific  directions  as  to 
Seizures,  by  Revenue-Ojjicers,  the  following  seem 
to  require  special  notice.  ^ 

By  theStat.  6Gco.  I,  c.  21.  §39.  it  is  enacted, That 
if  prohibited  or  customablcGoods  shall  be  found  by  any 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  in  the  custody  of  any  persons 
being  in  a Hoy,  Lighter,  Barge,  Boat  or  Wherry,  on 
the  water,or  coming  directly  from  the  water-side, with- 
out the  presence  of  an  Officer;  qr  if  such  Goods,  upon 
the  information  of  one  credible  person,  be  found  in  any 
House  or  Place,  on  a search  made  according  to  the 
directions  of  13  and  14  Car.  II.  c.  1 1,  (see  Division 
I.  page  390)  such  Officer  may  put  the  said 
Goods  into  the  King’s  Warehouse,  till  the  Claimcrs 
make  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Customs,  that  the  Duties  have  been  paid  or  se- 
cured for  the  customable  Goods,  or  that  the  same 
Kad  been  bought  in  a lawful  way,  or  that  the  Goo<ls 
had  been  compounded  for,  or  condemned  in  the  Ex- 

* Sec  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee,  pp.  24, 25. 
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chequer,  or  been  delivered  by  Writ  of  that  Court, 
and  that  the  prohibited  Goo<ls  had  been  com[x>unded 
for, condemned  or  delivered;  in  which  ease  such  Goods 
shall  be  dclivcrctl  without  charge. 

By  $ -13  of  the  s.imc  Act,  If  any  Oriiccr  of  the 
Customs  be  desirous  to  seize  and  prosecute  iho 
Goods,  notwithstanding  any  directions  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  delivery  of  the  G(xxls,such  Officer  may 
seize  and  prosecute  the  same  ; in  which  ease  the 
OlHccr  so  prosecuting,  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  by 
the  Owner,  for  recover)’  of  the  same,  or  the  value 
thereof  with  costs  ; or  if  the  Commissioners  sha'l 
not  order  the  delivery  of  the  Goods,  the  Owner  may 
sue  for  the  recovery  thereof,  with  costs  and  damages 
in  any  Court  of  Record  at  Westminster. 

By  Stat.  12  Geo.  I.  c.  2R.  § 17,  Any  Searcher,  or 
other  proper  Officer  of  the  Customs,  after  the  entry 
of  Goods  whereon  there  is  a Jnm/'jci  or  premium, 
or  of  Goods  ft  ohil’ilfii  to  be  used  here,  or  Pepper,' 
may  open  and  examine  any  Bail  or  Package;  and 
if  the  Goods  shall  be  found  to  be  right  entered,  the 
Searcher  shall,  at  his  own  charge,  cause  them  to  be 
repacked  (which  charge  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Com- 
missioners, if  they  think  it  reasonable ;)  but  if  the 
Officer  shall  find  such  Gix>ds  to  be  less  in  quantity  or 
value  than  is  expressed  in  the  Expt)rter’s  endorse- 
ment on  his  entrx\  or  entered  under  a wrong  deno- 
mination, whereby  his  Majesty  would  have  been  de- 
frauded, all  such  Goorls  may  be  seized,  and  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  the  Ow  ner  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
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drawback  for  such  Goods,  and  the  value  of  the 
Goods. 

By  Statute  9 Geo.  II.  c.  35.  § 2Q,  It  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Excise  (produc- 
ing his  Warrant  or  Deputation,  if  required)  to  go  on 
board  any  Coasling  Ship,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Ports,  and  to  rummage  such  Ships  for  prohibited  and 
uncustomed  Goods,  and  to  stay  on  board  during  the 
time  the  same  shall  continue  within  the  limits 
of  such  Port ; and  if  any  jK;rson  shall  hinder  any 
Officers  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  rn  going  or  re- 
maining on  board  such  Coasting  Ship,  or  in  the 
searching  thereof,  such  person  shall  forfeit  lOOl. 

By  Statute  24  Geo.  III.  Statute  2.  c.  47.  § 28, 
Where  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  report  any 
Btiles  or  Packages  of  any  Goods,  contents  unknoun] 
for  Exportation,  any  Custom-House  Officer  is  au- 
thorised to  open  such  Bales  and  Packages,  on  board 
such  Vessels  so  reported,  and  examine  the  contents 
thereof,  or  to  bring  them  on  shore  to  his  Majesty’s 
Warehouse,  at  the  Custom-House,  for  the  Port 
where  such  report  is  made,  if  necessary,  and  such 
Officer  shall  be  indemnified,  and  not  liable  to  any 
action  for  so  doing  : and  in  ease  it  shall  appear  on 
such  examination,  that  such  Bales  or  Packages  shall 
contain  any  Goods  prohibited  to  be  imported,  or 
liable  to  fiarfeiture  upon  being  imported  into  this 
Kingdom,  by  any  Eiw  then  in  forec,  all  such  Gootls, 
and  the  Package  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited;  and  in 
case  such  Goods  shall  not  be  prohibited,  such  Goods 
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fchall  be  cliarffcablc  with  the  Duties  due  thereon,  and 
hliall  not  be  permitted  to  be  exported  or  delivered  for 
that  purpose  before  the  Duties  arc  paid,  without  the 
ieave  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  or  three  of 
them  ; and  all  Goods  found  on  board  any  Vessel, 
of  which  no  report  hath  been  made  by  the  Master, 
shail  be  forfeited. 

St~i'eniJ  Statutes  have  been  passed  for  the  security  cf 
the  persons  vf  the  lici  ctme  O^eers,  hi  the  execution  of 
the  important  ami  unpleasant  duty  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  perform: 

By  Statute  9 Geo.  II.  c.  35.  § 28,  If  any  Officer 
of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  bang  on  board  any  Vessel 
within  the  limits  of  any  Port,  be  forcibly  hindered  or 
beaten  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  every  person  so 
forcibly  hindering  or  beating  the  said  Officers,  and  all 
such  as  shall  act  in  their  assistance,  shall,  by  order  ot* 
the  Court,  before  whom  such  Offenders  shall  be  con- 
victed, be  transported  for  such  term  as  such  Court 
shall  think,  fit,  not  exceeding  seven  years;  and  if 
such  Offenders  shall  return  into  Great  Britain  or 
hrelandy  before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  they  shall 
suffer  as  Felon.®,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  19  Geo.  II.  c.  34.  $ 1,  continued  by  vanous 
Acts,  If  any  person  shall  maim,  or  dangerously  wound 
any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  in  his  attemptmg  to  go 
ON  beard  any  Vessel  within  the  limits  of  any  Port,  or 
sliooi  dt,  maim,  or  dangerously  wound  him  when  on 
bounl,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  every  per- 
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son  so  offending  being  convicted,  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death. 

Bv  § 1 1 of  the  Statute  ‘24  Geo.  III.  Statute  1.  c. 
47,  If  any  person  upon  the  shore,  or  on  board  any 
Ship,  Vessel  or  Boat,  shall  maliciously  shoot  at  any 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Boat,  belonging  to  the  Navy,  or  in 
the  service  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  within  the 
limits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Britain,  [or  within  four 
leagues  from  any  part  of  the  Coast  thereof;]  or  if  any 
person  being  on  shore,  or  on  board  any  Ship,  shall 
maliciously  shoot  at,  maim,  or  dangerously  wound 
any  Officer  of  the  Navy,  or  of  the  Customs  or  Ex- 
cise, whether  attempting  to  go  on  hoard,  or  being  on 
hoard,  or  returning  from  on  hoard  any  Ship,  6fc.  or 
otherwise  acting  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  on 
shore,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, [or  within  four  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  Coast 
thereof ;]  or  shall  maliciously  shoot  at,  maim,  or 
wound  any  person  aiding  such  Officer,  every  person 
so  offending,  and  every  person  aiding  therein  shall 
be  guilty  of  Felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  ig  Geo.  III.  cap.  48.  § 10,  &c..  If  any  per- 
son whatsoever  shall  assault,  resist,  oppose,  molest, 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Excise 
in  seizing  or  securing  any  Coffee,  Tea,  Cocoa-Nuts, 
Chocolate,  Foreign  Brandy,  or  other  Foreign  Spirituous 
Liquors,  or  any  other  Goods  whatsorver,  liable  to  be 
seized,  or  shall  by  force  or  violcnec  rescue,  or  cause 
to  be  rescued,  any  of  the  said  Gkxxls,  after  they  are 
seized,  or  sbaU  attempt  to  do  so;  or,  after  such 
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seizure,  shall  cut,  stave,  break,  or  other\visc  destroy 
or  damage  any  Ca.sks,  Vessels,  Boxes,  or  Package, 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  contained  ; it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  OfHcers,  and  for  all  j^ersons  acting  in  their 
aid,  to  stop  and  detain  the  |>crson  so  ofTcnding,  and 
carry  him  before  one  Justice;  and  the  Justice  shall, 
if  he  see  cause,  commit  the  person  brought  before 
him  to  the  next  County  Gaol,  until  the  next  general 
Quarter  Sessions,  by  whom  he  may  be  committed  to 
the  House  of  Correction,  for  not  more  than  three 
vears,  nor  less  than  one ; or  be  sent  to  serve  in  the 
Army  or  Navy. 

By  Statute  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  50.  § 5,  If  any 
Officer  or  Officers  of  his  Majesty’s  Navy,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  being  on  shore,  or 
going  on  hoard,  or  being  on  board,  or  returning 
from  on  board  any  Ship,  Boat  or  Vessel  within  the 
limits  of  any  of  the  Ports  of  this  Kingdom,  or  within 
four  leagues  from  the  Coasts  thereof,  [or  within  the 
limits  prescribed  against  Wsscls  hovering  on  ibo 
Coa.sfs]  shall  be  hindered,  opjtoscd,  obstructed  or  as- 
saulted, in  the  execution  of  their  office  or  duty,  ly 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever^  either  in  the  day 
time  or  nipht ; or  if  any  person  or  per.>ons  acting  m the 
a 'ul  or  assistance  of  such  Ojicers  shall  lie  so  obstme- 
ted,  or  assaultctl,  every  offender,  and  also  ever)-  per- 
son aiding  and  assisting  in  such  obstruction  or  assault, 
may  be  carried  before  a Justice  of  Peace,  residing 
near  the  place  where  such  offi-nce  shall  be  cotnmit- 
icd,  and  the  Justice  may  commit  such  Offenders  to 
» 3 the 
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the  next  County  Gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the 
[next]  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Great-session, 
or  Gaol  delivery,  or  until  the  Offender  shall  be  de- 
livered by  due  course  of  law  ; and,  in  case  an  indict- 
ment shall  be  found  against  such  Offenders,  or  any 
of  them,  they  shall  plead  thereto,  without  having 
time  to  traverse  the  same,  as  is  usual  in  cases  of  Mis- 
demeanors, and  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall, 
by  order  of  the  Court,  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  any  other  navigable  River  in 
England,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  as 
under  IQ  Geo.  III.  d.  74.  in  cases  of  Grand  Larceny; 
or  the  Court  may  order  such  Offender  to  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Common  Gaol,  or  House  of  Correction,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

By  § 35  of  the  Statute  Q Geo.  II.  c.  35,  If  any  per- 
son passing  with  prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods, 
and  armed  with  offensive  weapons,  shall  hinder  any 
Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  who,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty,  shall  offer  to  search  or  seize  any 
prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods  from  any  person 
passing  with  such  Goods,  and  armed  as  aforesaid,  by 
beating  the  Officers  or  other  persons  acting  in  their 
assistance  ; — it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  Officers  of  Ws 
Majesty’s  Customs  or  Excise,  and  all  persons  by  them 
called  to  their  assistance,  who  are  so  resisted,  to 
oppose  force  to  force,  and  by  the  same  inetitods  that 
are  violently  used  against  them,  and  by  which  their 
lives  are  endangered,  to  defend  themselves  and  exe- 
cute the  duty  of  their  office : and  if  any  person  so 
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resisting  the  Officers  shall  be  wounded  or  killed,  and 
the  Odicers  and  their  Assistants  shall  be  prosecuted, 
such  Officers  and  persons  acting  in  their  assistance 
may  plead  the  general  issue;  and  all  Justices  of  Peace, 
before  whom  such  Officers  and  other  persons  .acting 
in  their  assistance,  may  be  brought,  on  account  of 
such  wounding  or  killing,  arc  required  to  admit  such 
|)crsons  to  bail. 

By  § (3  of  the  Smtuie  (3co.  II.  cap.  .*1-1,  If 
any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  or  other  person  employed 
in  seizing  or  securing  any  Hool  or  other  Goo/is  for- 
feited, (either  as  being  prohibited  or  uncustomed,  or 
for  the  duties  not  having  been  paid  or  secured,  or 
forfeitable  by  any  Law  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of 
Wool  or  other  Goods)  or  in  endeavouring  to  appre- 
hend any  Offender,  shall  be  beaten,  woundcd,maimcd, 
or  killed,  or  the  Goods  seized  shall  be  rescued  by 
persons  armed  as  aforesaid,  the  inhabitants  of  every 
IIundrcd,whcre  such  facts  are  committed  in  EngLmJ, 
shall  make  satisfaction  for  the  tlainages,  and  shaJ/  pay 
lOoA  to  the  Executors  or  Administrators  of  each  per- 
son 80  killed.  And  such  Officers  and  other  persons, 
and  their  Executors  and  Administrators,  may  sue  for 
and  recover  their  tlainages  (so  as  the  sum  to  be  re- 
covered for  any  beating,  wounding,  or  maiming  ex- 
ceed not  40/.  nor  for  the  loss  of  the  Goods  '2CX>/.) 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hundred  : and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Hundred  shall  be  proportion- 
ably  assessed  towards  the  payment  of  the  damages 
and  costs,  and  also  of  the  e.xpeaccs  in  defending  such 
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Action ; which  Assessment  shall  be  made  and  levied 
as  in  cases  of  Robberies. 

To  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  Actions  against 
Revenue  Officers,  by  which  they  arc  peculiarly  liable 
to  be  harassed,  it  is  enacted,  by  § 25  of  the  Stat.  2S 
Geo.  III.  cap.  37  ; that  no  Writ  shall  be  sued  out 
against  any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Excise,  or  against 
any  person  acting  by  their  order,  in  their  aid,  for  any 
thing  done  inexecution  of  theirduty,  until  one  montix 
after  notice  in  writing,  shall  have  been  delivered  to 
them,  or  left  at  their  abode,  by  the  Attorney  for  the 
person  who  Intends  to  sue  out  such  Writ ; in  which 
notice  shall  be  clearly  contained,  the  cause  of  action, 
the  name  and  abode  of  the  person  in  whose  name 
such  Action  is  to  be  brought,  and  the  name  and 
abode  of  the  Attorney  ; on  which  the  Officer  may 
tender  amends,  &c.  as  in  the  case  of  Actions  against 
Justices  of  Peace. 


Thus  while  the  Author  has  had  occasion,  in  the 
course  of  this  Work,  to  deplore  the  injuries  sustained 
by  the  Revenue  and  the  Public,  from  the  loose  con- 
duct of  not  a few  of  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  he  has  felt  it  his  duty,  in  this  and 
the  succeeding  Chapter,  to  submit  to  the  Reader, 
and  particularly  to  the  consideration  of  those  engaged 
in  Commercial  and  Nautical , Pursuits,  a Summary 
View  of  what  is  incumbent  on  the  several  Parties  to 
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pcrfonn  : — ^Thc  powers  with  which  Revenue  Officers 
arc  invested  ; and  tlic  danger  of  resisting  their  lawful 
authority.  In  the  foregoing  detail  of  these  Duties 
and  Powers,  the  Fum'lions  of  the  Civil  Magistrates, 
to  whom  Appeals  arc  to  be  made  wherever  Griev- 
ances arc  suffered,  is  a strong  proof,  among  many 
others,  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  a well-regulated 
River  Police,  not  more  for  the  purpose  of  restraining 
and  preventing  the  Commission  of  Crimes,  than  for 
securing  the  rights  of  Innocence,  and  protecting  up- 
right Officers  in  the  lawful  discharge  of  their  duty. 


> 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Further  Regululiotis  of  Pkxal  Police  on  the  Rher 
Thames,  svhirh  f»av  be  enforced  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  L>.rulon,  as  Magistrates  ; and  by 
other  Justices  of  Peace,  acting  for  the  Cities  and 
Coimties  adjoining  the  River.  Respecting  W atrr- 
MEX  plying  on  the  Thames  ; their  Apprentices,  Boats, 
i^c.  Graveseml  Boats. — The  catching  and  selling 
Fish. — The  Importation  and  Sale  of  Coals.— 
Security  against  Accidents  from  Gux- Powder, 
Fire,  I^c.  on  the  River. — Rules  and  Penalties 
under  the  Wet- Dock  Act. — The  Acts  respecting 
the  Navigation  of  the  Thames,  Westward  op 
Londo.v. 


a. — 41. 

Ih  addition  to  the  various  Regulations  already  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  Chapters,  there  rem.ain  to  be 
noticed  certain  subjects  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London  ; 'and  which  depend  on  the  positive  enact- 
ments of  a multiplicity  of  Statutes,  giving  jurisdic- 
tion over  OfTeuces,  on  or  near  the  River,  to  Magis- 
trates in  the  adjoining  Counties  of  Muldlesex,  Surry, 
Kent,  and  Essex.  These,  therefore,  it  becomes  use- 
ful and  important  to  bring  under  the  Review  of  the 
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Public,  in  as  concise  a manner  os  may  be,  con^stent 
with  explaining  the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
those  Laws  have  originated,  and  the  Evils  which  they 
were  intended  to  remedy. 

The  Laws  thus  to  be  considered  may  be  arranged 
under  the  following  heads  : — 

I.  The  Acts  relative  to  Watermen  on  the  River 
Thames  : Their  Apprentices : Their  Boats  : 
And  the  Gravesend  Boats. 

II.  The  Acts  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Mono- 
polies injurious  to  the  Public,  in  the  Importa- 
tion and  Sale  of  Fish. 

III.  The  Acts  regulating  the  Importation  and  Sale 
of  Coals  ; and  the  Conduct  of  Colliers  on  the 
River. 

W.  Such  Acts  as  inflict  Penalties  and  Punish- 
ments on  carelessness  with  respect  to  Gum- 
Powder,  Fire,  See. 

V.  The  Piovisions  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act  not 
noticed  in  any  o;  the  funner  Chapters ; as  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  improvement  of  the  Navi- 
gation, and  the  security  of  the  Docks  and 
Works. 

VI.  The  Acts  respecting  the  Navigation  of  the 
Thames  Wes  tward  of  London  CKclusivcIy. 

.\n  account  of  such  Maritime  Regulations  and 
■Offences,  as  respect  the  River  Thames  and  Port  of 
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London,  in  common  with  the  other  Ports  of  Eng-, 
lund,  and  nautical  affairs  in  general,  shall  be  reserved 
for  a subsequent  Chapter  ; which  will  be  found  iin- 
portnut,  not  only  to  Merchants,  Ship-Owners,  and 
Seafaring  persons,  but  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  Welfare  of  this  Commercial  Metropolis  ; and  to 
whom  a general  and  summary  view  of  the  Penal 
Statutes  which  have  been  made  for  the  Security  of 
their  Persons  and  Property,  must  be  useful  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  them  against  convictions  for 
Ortcnces,  of  which  it  is  to  be  feared  that  few  arc  suf- 
ficiently aware. 

* * 

I.  Respbctino  WatermCw. 

The  following  Preamble  to  the  Statute  2 and  3 
Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  l6.  will  shew  the  state  of  the 
Watermen  on  the  River  Thames,  previous  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject. 

“ Whereas  heretofore  for  lack  of  good  Govern- 
ment and  due  Order  amongst  Wherrymen  and  Wa- 
termen exercising,  using,  and  occupying  Rowing 
upon  the  River  of  Thames^  there  have  divers  and 
many  misfortunes  and  mischances  happened  and 
chanced  cf  late  years  past,  to  a great  number  of  the 
King  and  Queen’s  subjects,  as  well  to  the  nobility  as 
to  other  the  common  people,  that  have  passed  and 
repassed,  and  been  carried  by  water,  by  rcas<jn,  or 
the  rude,  ignorant,  and  unskilful  number  of  Water- 
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men,  which  for  the  njosl  part  been  muterIcsR  men, 
and  Ainplc  men  of  nil  kind<  of  occupations  an<i  facul- 
ties, which  do  work  at  their  own  hands,  ami  many 
boys  bcin^  of  smull  age,  and  of  little  skill,  and  being 
persons  out  of  the  rule  an«l  obedience  of  any  honest 
Master  and  Govermir,  aiui  do  for  the  most  j>art  of 
their  time  use  Dyeing  and  Carding,  and  other  un- 
lawful Games,  lo  the  great  and  evil  example  of  other 
such  like,  and  against  the  Commonwealth  of  this 
Realm : And  all  which  said  evil  and  ignorant  per- 
sons, in  the  time  of  Pressing  by  Comntission,  for  the 
service  of  the  King  and  Queen’s  most  Royal  Majes- 
ties, upon  the  Sea,  for  that  they  have  no  known  place 
of  abiding,  flo  for  the  most  part  absetu  and  convey 
tbcmsclvvs  into  the  Country  and  other  secret  places, 
practising  there  Robberies  and  Felonies,  and  other 
evil  and  detestable  facts,  to  the  great  anuo\ancc  of 
the  Commonwealth  : And  so  after  the  said  Commis- 
sion of  Pressing  ended,  oft-times  tl>e  said  evil  jjct- 
sons'do  repair  again  to  their  former  trade  of  Rowirtg-, 
coloiiring  their  c\il  deeds;  and  also  divers  of  them 
being  very  ignorant,  for  lack  of  convenient  tkne  of 
learning  and  exercise,  in  the  which  they  migljt  ob- 
tain sufficient  knowledge  of  their  occupation,  do 
often  times  presume  and  enterprize  to  receive  divers 
of  our  said  Sovcrcigrt  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and 
Queen’s  Majesties  loving  subjects  into  their  Boats 
and  Wherries,  and  do  carry  anti  convex*  their  said 
suV)jects  from  i>lucc  to  place  by  water,  upon  the  said 
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River  of  Thames ; whereby  divers  persons  have 
been  robbed,  and  spoiled  of  their  Goods,  and  also 
drowned  : 

“ And  f<^''  by  the  occasion  aforesaid,  be  daily 
put  in  fear  and  peril  of  their  lives,  the  which  is  very 
lamentable,  and  not  to  be  permitted  or  suffered  in 
any  Commonwealth  : And  by  reason  also,  that  a 
great  number,  and  the  most  part  of  the  Wherries 
and  Boats  now  occupied  and  used,  arid  of  late  time 
made  for  rowing  upon  the  said  River,  been  made  so 
little  and  small  in  proportion,  and  so  i strait  and 
narrow  in  the  bottom,  varying  inueb  from  the  old 
substantial  sort  and  sure  making  of  Boats  and  Wher- 
ries, which  was  used  before  the  space  of  Twenty 
Years  last  past,  insomuch  as  the  most  part  of  Boats 
and  Wherries  used  at  this  day,  been  so  shallow  arid 
tickle,  that  thereby  great  peril  and  danger  of  drowni- 
inghath  many  times  ensued,  and  daily  is  bke  to  en- 
sue, unless  some  speedy  remedy  be. herein  had  and 
provided.”  ' '>•  ' ri.n 

For  the  roformalioa  of  tlresc  Evils  It  is  enacted. 
That  there  shall  yearly  be  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  persons  of  the 
most  wise,  dLscrcct,  and  best  sort  of  W'’aiermen, 
being  Householders  and  employed  as  Watermen,  to 
be  Overseffs  and  Rulers  of  all  the  Whetyymm  avH 
Watermen  on  the  River  Thames^  between  (jhaveseitd 
and  Windsor.  , 

By  § 6 of  this  Act,  the  Ijord  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, and  Justices  of  Peace  in  the  Cqimties  next  ad- 
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joining  the  River,  within  their  respective  Jurisdic- 
tions, arc  empowered,  not  only  to  hc;ir  and  dciemiine 
all  Complaints,  or  Oficnccs  against  the  Act,  when 
brought  before  them  by  the  said  Rulers  ; bin  also 
to  correct  and  restrain  the  proceedings  of  the  Rulers 
themselves,  in  case*  where  they  have  exceeded  their 
Jurisdiction. 

The  next  Statute  of  imporLince  passed  on  this 
subject  was  the  1 1th  and  12ih  William  III.  cap.  ai. 
the  preamble  of  which  recites,  that  “ Notwith- 
standing the  Laws  that  had  been  theretofore  made 
for  good  Onlcr,  Rule,  and  Government,  amongst  the 
Watermen  and  W’hcrrymen,  using  and  rowing  on 
the  said  River  of  Tkames,  it  had  oftentimes  happened, 
that  divers  persons  passing  by  water  upon  tlic  said 
River,  had  been  put  in  danger  of  their  Lives  and 
Goods,  and  many  times  had  perished  and  been 
drowned,  and  this  occasioned  by  the  unskilfulness 
jind  want  of  experience  in  Whcrr)mcn  and  Water- 
men, and  persons  out  of  the  Rule  of  any  Master  or 
Governor  ; and  that  the  Rulers  and  Overseers  of  the 
Company  of  Watermen,  were  not  sufficiently  em- 
powered to  make  Rples,  Orders,  and  Constitutions, 
for  the  Government  of  Watermen  and  Wherrymen, 
rowing  on  the  said  River,  with  Pains  and  Penalties  to 
enforce  due  obedience  to  the  same,  and  easy  recovery 
pf  the  said  penalties;  And  that  the  Dgbtermen,  row- 
ing on  the  said  River  of  Thames, were  grown  very  nu- 
merous, and  were  at  that  time  without  Rule  and 
ppvprnrncnt^  by  whosp  rudeness  and  unskilfulncss 
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in  working  of  Lighters,  and  other  large  Crdft,  Ships 
and  Vessels  were  hindered  in  the  delivery  of  Cor1|, 
and  were  thereby  frequently  stopped  in  the  proceed 
of  their  Voyages,  and  the  Goods  and  Lives  of  divers 
of  bis  Majesty’s*  subjects  were  likewise  frequently 
endangered  and  lost,  and  notorious  Disorders  \vere 
occasioned.” 

It  is,  therefore,  enacted.  That  all  Laws  then  in 
force  respecting  Watermen,  shall  be  put  in  execution ; 
and  that  every  person  being  a Lighterman  or  Owner 
of  any  Lighter,  between  Gravesend  and  Windsor,  shall 
be  of  the  Watermen’s  Company  ; and  the  Wlierry- 
mcn.  Watermen,  and  Lightermen  arc  declared  to  be 
one  Company. 

In  addition  to  the  Eight  Rulers  to  be  elected  by 
the  Court  of  Lord  MajT)r  and  Aldermen,  under  the 
2d  and  3d  Phil,  and  Mary,  three  Rulers  are  also  to 
be  chosen  out  of  twelve  persons  to  be  nominated  to 
that  Court  by  the  Lightermen.  The  Elections  arc  to 
be  at  the  first  Court  of  Aldermen  after  June  1st. 
annually;  and  the  Eleven  thus  chosen  arc  to  be 
called  the  Overseers  and  Rulers  of  all  the  JVherrymen, 
Watermen,  and  Lightermen,  on  the  Thames,  between 
Gravesend  and  Windsor ; who  are  to  register  the 
Lightermen : and  to  appoint  Assistants,  Auditors, 
&C.  and  to  make  Bye-laws  for  regulating  the  afBurs 
of  the  Company,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of 
Aldermen,  and  confirmed  by  one  of  the  two  Chief 
Justices;  with  reasonablepenalties  to  enforce  the  same. 
Powers  are  given  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
2 Justices 
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Justices  o/  Peace,  wiibin  their  respective  Jurisciico 
tioQS  to  hear  and  determine  OtHrnces  against  the  Act, 
or  ibc  Byo^lau'S  so  aliowed  to  be  made,  and  to  ievy  ' 
the  penalties  imposcdi  byPistress  and  Sale. 

By  the  Stat.  4 Ann.  cap.  13.  which  all  ados  to  a 
ibnner  Act,  < Jac.  1.  cap.  l6.  us  to  Watermen’s 
pren/ues,  and  recites  that  certain  Bye-iaws  made  re- 
specting them  could  not  be  altered  without  the  cori- 
sent  of  this  Gampany,  or  by  authority  of  Parliament, 
Power  is  gi\cn  to  the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  to  review  and  ninctid  the  a.iid  Bye-laws 
(and  all  others)  oJ’thc  Watennen’s  Compony,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  Chid  Justice  oi  the  Kiiig’s 
Bench. 

The  ilcgubtious  of  the  foregoing  Laws  were  fur- 
ther Cttforcud  by  llie  Statute,  2 Geo.  H.  cap.  26.  the 
preamble  to  which  recites,  that  “ Several  Laws  and 
Statutes  had  been  theretofore  made  for  the  better  re- 
gulating and  governing  all  persons  free  of  the  Wa- 
termen’s Company,  owning,  rowing,  or  working 
Boats  or  other  Crali  U|ajn  the  Kiter  Tbumes,  between 
Gravcsfmi  in  the  County  ot  Kent,  and  JiinJsar  in  the 
County  of  Beris ; l;ui  tliat  tlic  said  J..aws  bad  by 
experience  been  found,  to  be  inetfcctual  toanswer  the 
good  ends  and  purposes  thereof,  :md  that  it  u<as  nc- 
ccssaiy  further  loprtividc  against  the  mischiefs  which 
h.apptned  by  intrusting  Apprentices  too  weak,  unable, 
and  nnskiltul  in  the  work,  with  the  care  ol' Goods, 
and  the  Lives  of  Passeitgcrs  on  the  said  liiver." 

By  & 3 ol  this  Act,  reciting  the  dcliciency  of 

Power, 
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I\jwcr,  in  case  no  distress  could  be  found  to  be  made 
for  the  Penalties,  authority  is  given  to  the  Lond 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Justices  of  Peace,  in  their 
ecveral  Juri^ictions,  to  commit  Offenders  to  the 
House  qf  direction,  for  any  time  not  excoctling  one 
month  nor  less  than  fourteen  daj's  : This  Jurisdiction 
is  also  confirmed  by  the  Act  lO  George  II.  cap.  31. 
§15. 

The  preamble  of  this  Statute,  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  31 . 
recites  the  Statutes,  (2  and  3 Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  ifi; 
ijac.  I.  cap.l6{  11  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21. and 
4 Ann.  cap.  13.)  already  alluded  to;  in  cousot^ueffoe 
of  the  latter  of  which  Watermen,  \Yherrymen,  and 
Iaghtern>eA  “ were  at  lilKrrty  to  take  v.  hat  number 
of  Apprentices,  and  at  what  age  tliey  thought  fit, 
though  they  had  not  sufficient  Business  to  employ 
and  maintain  such  Apprentices,  nor  any  HabitMion 
or  Place  of  Abode  to  retain  and  keep  them, at,  and 
though  such  Ajiprenticcs  were  too  weak  for  the 
work  or  labour  required  in  such  occuj>atioii,  wlieroby 
such  Apprentices  becanve  idle  and  profligate,  and 
many  and  great  damages  had  frequently  happened  to 
Goods  and  Passengers,  by  the  unskilfulncss  of  such 
Apprentices;  and  the  good  intention  of  the  said  Act 
for  breeding  able  and  sufficient  Seamen  for  the  Royal 
Navy  was  eluded.” 

By  § 12  of  the  same  Statute,  it  is  statcil,  “ That 
many  inoonvenienecs  and  casualties  had  frequently 
happened,  and  often  arose  to  the  endangering  of  the 
Lives  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects,  passing  and  repassing 
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by  water,  to  and  from  London  and  GrjzfesmJ,  in 
Tilt-boats,  and  other  Boats  and  \\'hcrrics,  navigated 
for  hire  or  pnin,  for  want  of  a due  regulation  of  the 
time  of  drpartiirr,  of  the  said  Tilt-boats,  and  other 

• Boats  ami  Wherries,  at  and  from  the  said  respecthe 
Ports  and  Places  of  l.orulon  and  Gravesend ; and  for 
want  of  navigating  the  said  Boats  respectively,  with 
good  and  able  hands.” 

Bv  this  Art,  10  Cieo,  II.  cap.  31 . therefore,  various 
Regulations  were  intnKliioed  with  respect  to  the  tak- 
ing  Apprentices,  and  the  number  of  Passengers  in 
Wherries  and  the  Gravesend  Boats  ; which  shall  be 
duly  noticed  in  the  subsequent  pages  of' this  Chapter. 

The  last  Statute  on  the  subject  of  Watermen  on 
the  Thames,  is  that  ot*3-l  Geo.  III.  cap.  65.  the  Pre- 
amble to  which  recites,  tliat  by  the  said  Statute  land 
3 Phil,  and  Man,’,  cap.  l6.  (.already  noticed)  it  was 
enacted  “ That  the  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen 
should,  at  their  discretion,  limit  and  assess,  the  Fares 
to  be  taken  by  persons  authorised  to  row  upon  the 
River  of  Thames,  betwixt  Gravesend  and  Hsndsor  ; 
with  the  approbation  of  two  members  of  the  Privy 
Council ; and  that  Watermen  taking  more  than 
their  Fare  should  forfeit  for  every  Offence  Forty 
Shillings,  and  also  suffer  imprisonment  ^ one  half 
year it  also  recites,  that  for  many  years,  “ the 
said  punishment  had  been  considered  mtwh  too  severe 

• "for  the  OJJt  nce,  and  there  being  no  powers  for  miti- 
• gating  the  same,  the  Offenders  had  generally  eseafeJ 

. punishment  for  their  extortion.”  
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This  Preamble  also  recites  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act,  11  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  for  ap- 
pointing Rulers  and  making  Bye-laws,  and  giving 
■jurisdiction  over  offences,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
'Aldermen  and  Justices,  as  has  been  already  stated. 

• It  then  proceeds  to  recite,  that  “ in  pursuance  of 
the  said  Act,  1 1 and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  certain 
Rules  and  Orders  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
for  the  better  rule  and  government  of  the  Company, 
but  that  the  same  had  proved  inadequate  and  ineffec- 
tual : And  that  it  would  tend  to  the  more  speedy  and 
‘effectual  Administration  of  Justice,  and  be  of  great 
■ Public  utility  and  convenience,  if  so  much  of  the  said 
Act,  2 and  3 Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  lO.  as  subjects 
persons  taking  more  than  their  Fare,  to  the  tine  of 
Forty  Shillings,  and  also  to  half  a year’s  imprison- 
ment, should  be  repealed : And  if  the  Court  of 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  authorised  and  im- 
powered  lo  make  reasonable  Rules,  Orders,  and 
Constitutions,  for  governing  and  regulating  the 
Watermen,  Wherrymen,  and  Lightermen,  upon  the 
River  Thames  : And  if  the  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder,  or 
any  one  Alderman,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
within  the  Shires  and  Places  next  adjoining  to  the 
said  River  Thames,  between  Gravesend  and  ff^wdsor, 
should  respectively  have  full  power,  and  authority  to 
adjudge,  ascertain  and  settle  the  several  Penalties, 
and  to  enfon^  payment  of  the  same,  and  to  put  the 
Laws,  Statutes,  Rules,  Orders  and  Constitutions, 
poade,  and  to  be  made,  in  execution:  And  effectually 
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to  piinisli  Oircurcs  and  M!!>bchnviotu*s  l>3t  W'iter> 
mcii>  fur  Oircacus.ag-.uast  the  .several  Bye-laws  or 
Siattitcs.'’ 

The  rcn.ilucs  imposed  by  the  Slat.  2 and  3 Pbih 
and  .Miu-y,  c.ap.  id.  on  Watcnncii  taking  inure  than 
their  I'arc,  arc  accordingly  re^aUd:  The  G>urt  o<’ 
I.urd  Majoraiul  Al.lcrmco  arc  empowered  to  xnaJbc 
Rules  and  Orders  lor  the  govenunent  of  Watennea, 
WhcrrtTGcn,  and  Lightermen,  betucen  Grjv^und 
and  Hjruliur : and  jui  isdiction  is  given  to  the  Mayor, 
Recorder,  or  any  one  .-Uderasa  widtia  the  City,  aad 
(he  Justuxs  ol'  ibe  IVacc  of  the  Counties  aad  Places 
next  at^/miag  to  the  River,  to  put  ail  Laws,  Roles, 
and  Orders,  ^na<lc  by  tlvc  said  Court  of  Mayor  aad 
AUlcnncn,  or  by  the  Rulers  ot'  the  Watermen's  Coot' 
paay,  and  ajipruved  of  by  the  Court,  in  execution 
against  Watermen  and  otlicrs,  guilty  of  any  Odcncc 
agaiast  such  Laws,  Rules,  and  Orders. 

Such  Rides  may  he  enforced  by  Penalties  aad  For- 
feit ores,  not  exceeding  a/,  for  aoy  Offence,  and  are  to 
l»c  approved  of  by  oscof  the  Chief  Juc|gcs.  A copy 
of  them  being  thiny.days  previously  sent  lothc  Wa- 
termen’s Coin|ianyj  who  may  submit  objections  to 
the  Judges.  Within  thirty  days  after,  being  allowed, 
copies  of  the  Rules  ere  to  be  sent  to  the  Public 
Offices  in  Midillesex  and  Surrey,  and  to  the  CleHts 
of  the  Peace  of  the  ^uuutics  and  Places  adjoining 
lire  River.  

Authority  is  also  given  to  the  L^^rd  Mayor,  Recor- 
der.,, or  one  Alclcrmpn,ofLopdoi\,  (p  Any 
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or  Justices  of  the  Peace,  within  their  respective  Jii-’ 
risdictiotis,  to  summon  CHfenders  (within  six  days 
after  any.  Offence  is  committed)  and,  on  the  refusal 
to  appear,  ■ to  apprehend  them  by  Warrant,  and  to 
punish  them  by  Fine,  not  exceeding  the  Penalty  im- 
posed for  the  Ofience  ; or,  in"casc  of  refusal  to  ])ay 
the  Fine,  by  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
month, 

A like  authority  is  given  to  summon,  apprehend,' 
and  punish  persons  refusing  to  pay  Watermen  therr 
Fares,  &c. 

Authority  is  also  given  to  two  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Watermen’s  Company  (as  well  as  to  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, Recorder,  and  Justices)  to  hear  Comjdaint'i 
between  Watermen  and  Watermen,  their  Widows, 
Apprentices,  &c. 

An  Appeal  is  by  this  Act  given  from  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  Recorder,  Justices  nr  Rulers  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

« ^ 

Having  tlius  stated  the  rise  and  progress  of  these 
Laws,  respecting  Watermen,  and  the  Juiisdiction 
given  by  them  to  Magistrates,  it  will  uext  be  neces- 
sary to  recapitulate  the  Penalties  imposed  on  the 
several  Offences  created  and  made  puuisliable  by  the 

Acts.  , . ■ ■ • 

* » « 

•*M  .***  • 

1st,  uds  to  Jpprtnticu,  ■ ■ ■ ■ . , ; 

Apprentices,  bound  to  Watermcn;^8tc.  shall;'  in' 
case  their  Masters’  Habitation  be  not  r^steferf  tnth 
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the  Qerk  of  the  Watermen’s  Company,  be  turned 
over  to  other  Masters,  ‘2  Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  § 1. 

No  Apprentice  shall  have  the  sole  care  of  any  Boat 
till  he  is  sixteen  years  of  age,  if  he  be  the  son  of  a 
Waterman ; and  seventeen  years  of  age  being  the 
son  of  a Landsman  ; nor  unless  he  shall  have  worked 
on  the  Uiver  for  two  years  at  least,  before  be  attained 
such  age,  on  pain  of  /Ar  Masters  forfeiting  lOr.  or 
being  committed  to  hard  labour,  for  not  exceeding 
one  month,  nor  less  than  fourteen  days.  2 Geo.  II. 
cap.  26.  § 2,  3. 

No  .Apprc'iitiee  to  any  Waterman  or  Lighterman 
shall  be  taken  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  nor  above 
twenty  years : And  all  such  Apprentices  shall  be 
bound  by  Indentures,  and  enrolled  in  the  Rolls  of 
the  Watennen’s,  See.  Company,  to  serve  on  the  River 
for  seven  years  : Any  Master  acting  contrary  shall 
forfeit  10/.  or  be  committed  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, not  exceeding  one  month  nor  less  than  four- 
teen days,  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  31.  ^ 1,  2,  15. 

By  ^ 3 of  the  same  Act,  10  Geo.  II.  Evrry'  Ap- 
prentice Ixjund  otherwise  than  the  Act  directs,  be- 
sides not  obtaining  any  Freedom  by  such  Apprcnttce- 
ship,  is  liable  to  pay  for  every  time  he  shall  work  or 
row  any  Barge,  Boat,  See.  lO/. 

By  ^ 4.  not  more  than  two  Apprentices  shall  be 
retained  by  any  Waterman  or  Lighterman  at  one 
time  : And  the  second  Apprentice  is  not  to  be  bound 
until  the  first  has  served  four  years  (except  that  s 
Waterman  or  Lighterman  owning  twelve  Lighters,  &c. 
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may  take  two  Apprentices  at  the  same  time,  and 
owning  twenty  Lighters,  &c.  may  take  four)  on 
Penalty  of  lO/. 

By  § 5,  No  Apprentice  shall  be  taken  by  any 
Waterman  or  Lighterman,  until  he  has  a settled 
Habitation  to  lodge  him  in,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  lo/. 

Apprentices  who  shall  be  imprisoned  for  any  Of- 
fence, shall  serve  (in  addition  to  the  seven  years  for 
which  they  arc  bound)  a space  of  time  equal  to  the 
time,  during  which  they  shall  have  been  iniprisonccL 
34  Geo.  III.  cap.  65.  § 1 1. 


2dly.  As  to  the  built  of  Boats  and  IVherries  on  the 
'Thames,  and  the  number  of  Passengers  to  be 
taken. 

By  § 7 of  the  Statute  2 and  3 Phil,  and  Mary, 
cap.  l6.  If  any  person  shall  make  any  Wherry,  with 
Ihe  intent  to  carry  people  on  the  River  Thames, 
which  shnl!  not  be  22^  feet  in  length,  and  4^  feet 
broad  in  the  midship,  or  which  shall  not  be  sufficient 
to  carry  two  persons  on  one  side  tight,  the  Boat  shall 
be  forfeited. 

By  §3.  of  8 Geo.  I.  cap.  18.  (continued  by  vari- 
ous Statutes)  If  any  Boat,  Barge,  or  Galley,  rowing, 
or  built  to  row  w'ith  more  than  four  oars,  shall  be 
found  upon  the  w'atcr,  or  in  any  place  within  the 
Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  or  Essex,  or  in 
the  Thames,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  Ports  of  Lon- 
don, [Sandvieh,  or  Ipswich,  or  the  members  or  creeks 

VO 


432 


TREJlTIfB  OX 


to  them  belonging]  such  Boat,  &c.  herTaeWe, 
or  the  value  thereof,  ihall  he  ferfeited,  and  may  be 
aelzeci  by  any  OlHccrof  the  Customs,  and  the  Owner 
thcrrof.or  anyj)erson  using  or  rou*ingin  such  Boat,&c. 
shall  forfeit  40/.  And  after  seizure  and  condemnstion, 
the  principl  OlRccrs  of  the  Customs  in  the  place  are 
to  cause  such  Boat,  &c.  to  be  burnt,  and  theTackJc, 
&c.  to  be  publicly  soM  to  the  beat  advantage  ; or  by 
12  Geo.  I.  cap.  2B.  ^ 10.  ihc  same  may  be  used  by 
the  Custom-house  Officers  ; or  by  3 Geo.  III.  c.25. 
publicly  sold. 

[This  Act  docs  not  extend  to  any  Bargje  or  Gal- 
ky,  belonging  to  the  KJug  or  Royal  Family  ; or  to 
any  I.<Qng  Boat,  Yawl,  or  Pinnace,  belonging  to  any 
Merchant  Ship ; or  to  such  Boat,  See.  as  shall  be  U< 
censed  by  the  Admiralty  in  writing,  which  Licences 
shall  be  granted  without  Foe.  The  Statute  26  Geo. 
III.  csp.  34.  also  proliibits  certain  rowing  and  sail- 
ing Boats  in  any  Port,  or  within  four  leagues  of  the 
C(Xist.] 

By  9 Statute  lo  Geo.  II.  cap.  31,  No 

irerson  shall  work  in  any  Tilt-boat,  which  shall  not  bo 
of  the  burthen  of  1 3 Tons ; nor  any  Boats,  which 
shall  not  be  3 Tons,  in  the  Ix>ng  Ferry  between 
Lotukn  Biulge  and  Gra-i'eseud,  except  such  Boat 
shall  be  hired  by  one  iters*in  for  his  own  use,  on  pain 
Of  lo/. 

By  § 8 of  the  s.Tmc  Statute  lOGco.  II.  cap.  3!, 
It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  working  or  navi- 
gating any  Tilt-boat  or  'Rvm-barge,  foe  hire  or  gain,- 
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to  take  at  one  time  any  more  than  thirty-seven  Pas- 
sengers, and  three  more  Passengers  only,  if  brought 
on  board  by  the  way  ; nor  to  earry  in  any  other  Boat 
or  Iflterry,  more  than  eight  Passengers,  and  two  Pas- 
sengers more  if  ealled  in  by  the  way ; nor  to  carry  in 
any  Ferry-boat  or  Wherry  allowed  to  work  on  Sun- 
days, more  than  eight  Passengers.  Any  person  car- 
rying  a greater  number,  for  the  first  Offence  shall 
forfeit  bl.  for  the  second  Offence  lO/.  for  the  third 
Offence  shall  be  disfranchised  from  working  any 
Boat,  &c.  for  twelve  months : And  in  case  any  greater 
number  of  persons  shall  be  carried  as  aforesaid,  and 
any  Passenger  shall  be  drowned,  every  person  work- 
ing such  Boat  offending  therein,  and  being  convicted, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  Felony,  and  be  transported 
as  a Felon. 


3dly.  As  to  Gravesend  Boats. 

p 

By  ^ 12,  13,  and  15,  of  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  31,  The 
Rulers  of  the  Watermen’s  Company  are  to  appoint 
two  Officers  to  attend  at  Billingsgate,  at  High  Wa- 
ter, and  at  Gravesend  at  the  first  of  Flood,  who 
shall  ring  a Bell,  to  give  notice  to  the  Tilt-Boats  and 
Wherries,  who  design  to  pass  the  Ferry  between 

London  and  Gravesend,  to  put  off,  on  pain  of  for- 

« 

feiting  bl. 

If  every  such  Boat  shall  not,  after  the  ringing  such 
Bell  within  fifteen  minutes,  immediately  depart,  and 
effectually  proceed  on  his  respective  voyage,  &c. 
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without  Wng  by  in  the  said  River,  or  putting  again 
on  Shore,  wilhin  uvo  miles  of  Billingsgate  or  Graves- 
end ; or  if  any  such  Boats  shall  not  be  navigated  by  taro 
aafficient  end  able-bodierl  men,  the  youngest  at  least 
eighteen  years  of  age,  the  Owner  of  such  Boat, 
ahal!  forfeit  3/. 

•»  • 

4THLt.  General  Coruhict  nf  lyatemen,  anJ  tie  tf'tter- 

h mens  Comj>art^. 

' 

Any  person  who  shall  be  elected,  or  appointed 
Ruler,  Assistant,  c»  Auditor  of  the  Watermen's  Cbm- 
pany,  ond  shall  obstinately  refuse' to  take  upon  him 
the  place,  to  which  he  shall  be  so  Hected,  or  shall 
negligently  exercise  the  same,  shall  forfeit  5/. — 1 1 and 
12  William  III.  cap.  21.  ^ 5,7. 

If  any  person  not  having  scn’cd  for  seven  \*ean  to 
any  Waterman  or  Lighterman  (except  Trinity-men, 
Ballast-men,  and  persons  employed  in  navigating 
Western  Barges,  Dung  Boots,  Gardeners’  BoatSj. 
Chalk  iluys,  &c.  and  by  4 Geo.  II.  c.rp.  24.  Ferry- 
boats to  Kingston,  &c.)  shall  work  any  Brat, Wherry, 
Lighter,  or  Craft,  upon  the  said  River  Thames,  for 
hire  or  gain,  between  Gravesend  and  Windsor,  be 
sh.rll  forfeit  10/.  and  for  want  of  payment  or  dis- 
charge thereof,  be  committed  to  the  Hijuse  of  Cor- 
rection, for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  month  not 
less  than  fourteen  days. — 2 Geo.  II.  rap.  26.  ^ 4. 

Rulers,  &c.  of  tlie  Watermen’s  Company  may  ap- 
point forty  Watermen  to  work  on  Sundays,  between 
• • Vauxhali 
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Vauxholl  and  Limehouse,  for  carrying  Paseengers 
cross  the  River,  at  one  penny  each  ; and  the  Water- 
men so  appointed,  are  to  pay  the  money  received 
ev^ery  Monday  morning  to  the  Rulers,  8tc.  and  bt 
only  allowed  for  their  labour,  on > penalty  of  40r. — 
1 1 and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  § 7,  13. 

Persons  refusing  to  pay  Fares  to  Watermen,  &c. 
and  to  give  their  Names  and  Residence,  or  giving  fic- 
titious Names  or  Places  of  Abode,  shall  forfeit  5/. — 
34  Geo.  III.  cap.  65.  § 8. 

• The  Reader  has  thus  before  him  all  the  Statute 
Law  on  this  important  branch  of  River  Police.  But 
it  is  matter’ of  much  regret,  that  the  wholesome  pro- 
visions of  these  Laws  arc  not  more  effectually  put  in 
operation’,  by  those  to  whom  their  execution  is  in- 
trusted. S/x  years  have  now  elapsed-  since  the  pas- 
sing the  most  modern,  and  as  it  was  hoped,  the  most 
effectual  of  those  Laws ; yet  no  Rules  and  Orders 
have  yet  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  power  con- 
ferred by  that  Act.  Repeated  attempts  have  indeed 
been  made  by  the  City  and  their  Officers,  so  to  ac- 
commodate and  arrange  matters,  as  to  frame  a set  of 
Ordinances  with  the  least  possible  violence  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  parties  to  be  controlled.  But  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  private  feelings  must  give  way 
to  public  benefits : It  is  believed  and  hoped,  that  ef- 
fectual measures  will  now  soon  be  adopted  ; If  not 
the  Metroj)olis  has  a right  to  expect,  that  the  Legis- 
lature will  take  up  the  business,  and  no  longer  suffer 
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tboec  Evils  toesist,which  have  arisen  from  the  minuter 
details  of  these  Regulations  of  Justice,  being  dele- 
gated to  subordinate  Bodies,  whose  interests  or  whose 
passions  may  interfere  with  each  other,  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  Public  Justice  and  Convenience. 

% 

II.  Respbctino  Pish. 

It  lias  been  repeatedly  remarked  by  successive  wri- 
ters, that  there  is  not  perhaps  a country  in  the  world 
better  situated  to  be  plentifully  and  constantly  sup- 
plied with  Fish  than  Britain  ; yet  it  is  well  known, 
that  in  London  Pish  is  seldom  seen  but  at  tbe  Tables 
of  the  Rich  ; and,  excepting  Sprats  and  Herrings, 
which  are  caught  only  during  a short  season,  none 
arc  tasted  by  the  Poor,  though  Fresh  Fish  of  some 
kind  or  other,  might  be  sold  all  the  year,  much 
cheaper  than  Butchers’  meat,  if  no  sinister  arts  were 
used  to  prevent  it.  These  arts,  however,  have  been 
known  chiefly  in  their  effects ; and  it  has,  therefore, 
(as  has  been  already  noticed  Chap.  XI.  p.  303,  &c.) 
been  always  difficult  to  frame  Laws,  by  which  the 
practice  of  them  would  be  prevented.  By  the  deiec- 
(ion  of  various  artifices  from  time  to  time,  it  was 
found  that  it  had  been  usual  for  the  Fishmongers  to 
contract  with  the  Fishermen  for  their  whole  Cargxjcs, 
and  oblige  them  to  stop  at  Gravesend,  instead  of 
coming  up  to  Billingsgate  ; then  they  caused  the 
Fish  to  be  brought  up  to  market  only  by  Boat-loads 
at  a time,  the  remainder  of  the  Cargo  being  shifted 
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into  a Well-boat,  under  the  care  of  some  servant,  who 
sent  it  up  by  degrees,  as  the  Fishmonger  directed. 
Thus  the  best  Fish  was  dealt  out  in  small  quantities, 
and  great  part  remained  beind  a month,  and  sonutimes 
six  weeks,  before  it  was  ordered  up  ; and  having  then 
been  so  wasted  as  to  be  unwholesome,  it  was  de- 
stroyed to  make  way  for  Fresh  : so  that  perhaps  not 
a twentieth  part  of  the  Fish  that  had  been  caught 
was  sold,  while  the  Poor  were  distressed  for  food.  To 
secure  a continuance  of  this  fraud,  they  became 
Owners  of  Fishing  Vessels  themselves,  hired  Fisher- 
men to  go  Masters,  and  obliged  the  Fishermen’s  Ap- 
prentices to  be  bound  not  to  the  Fishermen,  but  to 
them,  as  Fishmongers,  though  the  Fi^ermon  are  a 
distinct  Company. 

As  to  the  Fish  brought  to  market  by  the  Fisher- 
men,' the  Fishmongers  in  conjunction  employed  per- 
sons as  their  Buyers  at  the  market,  to  take  up  all  the 
best  Fish,  and  then  divided  it  among  themselves  by 
such  lots  or  parcels  as  they  thought  proper ; so  that 
when  it  came  into  their  shops,  they  enhanced  the 
price  at  pleasure,  and  were  sure  not  to  be  un- 
dersold. 

When  a new  Fish  Market  was,  in  the  year  1749, 
attempted  to  be  established  at  Westminster,  (by  Sta- 
tute 22  Geo.  II.  cap.  49.)  the  Trustees  and  the  inha- 
bitants, raised  a large  sum  ofmoney  by  Subscription, 
and  purchased  Fishing  Vessels,  to  be  employed  solely 
in  supplying  this  New  Market.  Yet  such  was  the 
influence  of  the  Fishmongers,  and  the  Fishenntu  in 
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thflr  interert,  over  thoec  employed  in  these  Fishing 
Vessels,  tint  thonph  they  were  bonnd  under  Cove- 
nants, with  larjre  Penalties,  they  broke  through  theta 
all,  so  that  the  market  was  deserted  for  want  of  a sup- 
ply, and  the  Subscribers  ultimately  lost  their  moncy- 

Manifuld  have  been  the  attempts  to  put  a atop  to 
these  h'raudfe  and  Monopolies:  The  Statutes  2p  Goo. 

11.  cap.  .3g.  and  30  Geo.  II.  c.ip.  21.  were  passed  con- 
taining such  Regulations,  as  it  was  hoped  would  prove 
effertual.  And  Jurisdiction  was  given  to  the  j\»- 
tiees  in  Kent  and  Eisex,  os  well  as  to  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, and  Aldermen  (being  Justices)  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Queen^orough  and  Gnniescnii,  to  enforce 
the  Penalties. 

The  Fishmongers,  however,  still  continued  to  keep 
the  hlsli  wasting  in  their  Well-bouts  at  Gra^xaend, 
beyond  the  time  limited  by  Law,  by  causing  the  holds 
of  these  Well-boats  to  be  divided  into  several  cells, 
with  partitions  between  them.  W’hen  a Ftbing 
Vc.««el  came  in,  as  [lart  of  the  Fish  only  w as  forH  urded 
to  the  market  directly,  the  remainder  was  put  into 
one  of  these  Cells  or  Receivers;  aiu>thcr  Vessel,  two 
or  three  days  after,  left  part  of  her  Cargo  in  another 
ReccivTr  of  the  same  Boat,  and  so  on  till  all  the  Rc-  j 
ceivers  were  full  ; where  it  was  kept  as  long  as  the 
Fisherman  pleased.*  When  the  Inspector  (appointed 
by  virtue  of  the  Acts  last  mentioned)  came  to  sec 
whether  the  Fish  had  been  forwarded  to  market  as  it 
ought,  and  found  it  remained  beyond  the  time,  he 
was  told,  that  what  he  saw  came  by  after  Vessels,  and  j 
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that  tbc  time  for  sending  it  forward  was  not  expired  ; 
which  be  not  being  able  to  disprove,  the  Fraud  pas- 
sed unpunished.  It  had  been  provided  by  these 
Acts,  that  an  entry  should  be  made  of  the  Fishing 
Vessels,  as  they  came  in,  under  a very  considerable 
Penalty  ; but  this  was  frequently  eluded  by  prevail- 
ing upon  those  who  bod  the  charge  of  making  the 
Entry,  to  leave  the  Entry  to  be  made  by  some  Wa- 
tennan,  who  took,  the  Entering  Money,  and  made 
the  Entry  ujwn  pieces  of  paper,  which  remained  with 
him,  before  they  were*  posted  in  the  Entering  Book,' 
perhaps  twenty  days.  ’ If  the  Inspector,  upon  finding 
no  Entry  made,  gave  himself  no  trouble,  the  end  w-a»  _ 
answered  ; if  he  did  and  prosecuted,  the  Defendant 
produced  the  Waterman’s  Paper,  which  brought  the 
Entry  within  time;  and  though  this  Paper  might  be 
forged,  as  the  proof  of  the  Forgery  was  scarcely 
sible  j the  end  of  the  Fisherman  was  still  answered, 
and  he  cheated  the  Public  with  impunity.* 

To  remedy  these  Evils  and  some -others  the  last 
Act  of  Parliament  passed,  and  now  in  force,  material 
to  be  considered,  as  respects  the  Port  of  London,  is 
the  Statute’  33  Geo.  II.  cap.  27.  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  substance. 

The  Master  of  every  Fishing  Vessel,  within  three 
days  after  his  arrival  at  the  Nore  with  Fish,  shall  re- 
port the  time  of  his  arrival  to  the  deputed  Clerk,  in 
the  Coast-Office  at  the  Custom-House  in  London,  | 

under  50/.  Penalty,  and  the  Clerk  is  to  enter  the  Re-  j 

I 

• Set  Ntartbenk’i  »f  1 

port 

Digi  ized  by  Google 


440 


iRSATisB  tnr> 


port  in  a Book  kept  for  that  purpose.  The  Master  it 
also  to  leave  a true  account  of  all  Fresh  Fish  which 
have  been  brought  alive  to  the  Nore  in  hb  Vessei, 
upon  pain  that  the  Owners  of  such  Vessel  shall  for- 
feit 20A  If  any  person  on  board  such  a Vessel  after 
her  arrival,  shall  destroy  or  cause  to  be  destro^'cd, 
any  Fish  which  shall  have  been  brought  from  .Sea, 
that  is  not  unmarketable,  such  Offender  shall  be  com- 
mitted 10  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two 
months,  nor  less  than  one  month.  The  Clerk  at  the 
Coast-Office  is  on  Monday, Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
in  every  week,  to  return  to  the  Mayor  of  London,  anJ 
to  such  persons  as  the  Trustees  of  tl)c  Fish- Market 
at  Westminster  shall  appoint,  in  the  City  of  West- 
minster, and  to  the  Itisj>cctor  of  the  Fishing  Vessels, 
at  such  place  as  the  said  Tnistccs  shall  appoint;  a 
true  account  of  the  lime  w!)cn  every  such  Vessel  shall 
have  been  entered  as  arrived  at  the  Nore,  and  alsotrf 
the  Fish,  &c.  v\  hich  shall  have  been  entered  ; under 
die  Penalty  of  5/. 

Notic  of  the  i'isli  mentioned  in  the  Act  (viz.  Sal- 
mon, Salmon  Trouts,  Turbots,  and  Ling,  fresh  Cod, 
and  half-fresh  Cotl,  Haddock,  Scale,  fresh  Ling, 
Lobsters,  Soles,  and  Whitings,)  shall,  at  any  time 
after  their  arrival  at  the  Nore,  be  put  into  a W’'ell- 
boat,  or  Store-lxxU,  under  the  Penally  of  20i.  nor  be 
delivered  out  of  any  Fishing  Vessel  (unless  when 
sold  by  retail)  but  into  the  Vessel  employed  to  carry 
it  directly  to  Billingsgate  or  Westminster  ; and  no 
Vessel  is  to  remain  above  one  tide  with  the  Fish,  ac- 
cidents of  wind  and  weather  excepted.  If  any  one 
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offends  in  the  premises,  he  is  to  be  committed  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two 
months,  nor  less  than  one  month  : and  the  Inspec- 
tor of  the  Fishing  Vessels  is  duly  to  execute  his  Office 
under  the  Penalty  of  20l. 

By  the  Statute  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  15,  made  to  en- 
courage the  supply  of  the  Metropolis  with  Fish,  by 
Land-carriage,  but  which  did  not  succeed  to  any  be- 
neficial extent ; No  person  who  shall  sell  or  be  con- 
cerned in  the  sale  of  any  Fresh  Fish  by  Commission, 
Is  to  buy  or  be  concerned  in  the  buying  of  any  Fresh 
Fish  to  sell  again,  on  his  own  account,  or  for  tho 
joint  account  of  him  and  any  other  person,  under  the 
forfeiture  of  50/.  No  person  is  to  sell  at  any  Fish- 
market  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  or  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  such  Fish-market,  and 
during  the  market-hours,  any  of  the  Fish  specified  in 
the  Act,  before  he  shall  have  first  placed  up  a true 
account  of  all  the  Fish  which  he  shall  then  liave  to 
sell,  distinguishing  the  several  sorts  of  such  Fish,* 
and  the  quantity  of  every  sort  respectively,  under 
lO/.  Penalty  ; and  no  person  is  to  have  in  his  posses- 
sion, or  expose  to  sale,  any  Spawn  of  Fish,  or  any 
Fish  unsizcable  or  out  of  season,  or  any  Smelt,  which 
shall  not  be  five  inches  from  the  nose  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  the  tail. 

By  the  two  last  stated  Acts,  a general  Jurisdiction 
over  Offences  created  by  them,  is  given  to  all  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  within  their  respective  Jurisdictions. 


III.  Respecting 
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ITT.  Respecting  Coal*. 

In  the  instance  of  this  necessary  ofUfe,  we  hav'C 
another  proof  how  inadequate  the  most  salutary  laws 
are  to  restrain  the  avaricious  pursuits  of  mankind  (not 
only  in  the  presf’iit  but  former  times,)  in  due  bounds; 
without  the  coniinuul  interference  of  a superintend- 
ing Police,  to  give  life  and  vigour  to  that  which  will 
otherwise  soon  become  ambremain  a dead  letter  on 
the  Statute  Book,  or  be  suffered  to  expire  from  mere 
carelessness  and  inattention. 

Some  of  the  inconveniences  suffered  in  the  Cod 
Tratlc  have  been  already  laid  before  the  Reader  in 
Chapter  III.  (p.  1-12 — l-l6)  of  this  Work.  It  will  no 
doubt  be  additional  matter  of  surprise,  that  these  and 
other  evils  should  continue  to  oppress  and  harass  the 
Community,  particularly  the  Lower  Classes,  after 
such  excellent  Laws  have  been  passed  for  their  pre- 
vention ; but  the  regular  continuance,  amendment, 
and  due  execution  of  those  Laws,  can  never  be 
hoped  for  till  a certain  rcsjxinsibility  is  imposed  by  the 
I.ogislature,  on  persons  willing  and  capble  to  take 
on  them  the  necessary  exertions. 

Although  the  Lawson  all  the  various  branches  of 
fills  subject  arc  intimately  connected  with  each  other; 
it  may  be  more  convenient,  for  the  sake  of  reference, 
to  cla.ss  them  under  the  following  heads,  rather  tlian 
in  Chronological  Order.  Several  provisions  are  also 
contained  in  the  Acts  cited,  which  arc  not  here  de- 
tailed, as  they  do  not  >o  Immediately  relate  to  the 
Police  of  the  River. 
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First.  The  Statutes  to  prevent  unlawful  Com- 
binations for  enhancing  the  Price  of  Coals,  as  sold 
wholesale. 

Secondly.  The  Statutes  respecting  the  Measure 
and  Sale  of  Coals  lo  the  Consumer : and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Latkl  CoaJ-Meters'  Offices,  in  London, 
Westminster,  and  Surry. 

Thirdly.  Suggestions  as  to  the  Relief  of  Coal 
Heavers. 

First,  Therefore,  of  the  Statutes  against  ttnlaviful 
Combinations  of  Coal  Owners  and  others. 

The  Statute  9 Ann.  cap,  28, (which  is  made  perpe- 
tual, by  Statute  l Geo.  I.  Statute  II.  cap.  26)  is  en- 
titled “ An  Act  to  dissolve  the  present  and  prevent 
the  future  Combination  of  Coal-Owners,  Lightermen, 
Masters  of  Ships  and  others,  to  advance  the  Price  of 
Coals,  in  prejudice  of  the  Navigation,  Trade,  and 
Manufactures,  of  this  kingdom  ; and  for  the  further 
encouragement  of  the  Coal  Trade." 

The  preamble  of  this  Act  recites,  that  “ the  having 
Coals  at  cheap  and  reasonable  Prices,  tends  greatly  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Manufectures  and  increase  of 
the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom,  and  to 
the  reHefof  the  Poor  ; and  that  it  was  necessary,  that 
the  Goal  Trade  should  be  free  and  open." 

It  is,'tbcreforc,  enacted,  That  every  Contract,-whc- 
ther  in  writing  or  not,  betwxcn  any  Coal-Owncfs, 
Lightermen,  Fitters,  Masters,  'br  Owners  of  Ships, 
. • Crimps, 
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Crimps,  C(ial  Factors,  or  other  persons  whatever, 
roncernc<i  in  the  Coal  Trade, /or  engrossing  Coals,  or 
fijr  restraining  or  hitidcring  any  person  from  freely 
selling,  buying,  lading  or  unlading,  navigating  or 
disposing  of  Coals,  shall  be  illegal,  null  and  void  : 
Ami  that  if  any  Coal-Owner,  8cc.  shall  be  conoemed 
in  any  such  illegal  Contract,  directly  or  indireetJy, 
they  shall  incur  the  following  Penalties,  viz.  Coal- 
Owners  or  Proprietors  of  Coal-Mines,  100^. — Fil- 
ters, 50/. — Masters  or  Owners  of  Ships,  and  Clerks, 
Agents  or  Servants,  20/. 

To  prevent  Frauds  and  Abuses  ; it  is  also  enacted. 
That  every  Fitter, or  person  selling  or  delivcringCoals, 
shall  give  a ccrtilicatc  to  the  Ship-Master,  on  every 
voyage,  stating  the  quantities,  price,  See.  of  the  Coals 
sold  and  loaded  on  board  his  Ship ; which  Certiti- 
catc  shall,  within  Ibrty-cight  hours  after  the  arrival 
of  the  said  Ship  at  the  Port  of  Lotuim,  be  registered 
at  the  Coequet  Ofnceapj>oinied  by  the  Lord  Mayor: 
[or,  in  any  other  Port,  at  the  Custom-House;]  under 
Penalty,  ujKmali  parties  guilty  of  neglect,  ol  I O/. 

By§  3 of  the  stunc  Act,  a Penalty  of  60/.  is  im- 
posed on  any  Lighterman,  Ship-Master,  Crimp,  Coal- 
Factor,  or  other  person  dealing  in  Coals,  who  shall 
(by  himself,  his  Servants  or  Agents)  receive  or  take 
any  Salary,  Gratuity,  Money  [Allowance  in  Coals]  or 
Reward  whatever,  from  any  Coal-Owner,  Fitter,  &c. 
/or  disf^osing  of  any  fartuular  sort  of  Coals,  in  prefer^' 
etuc  to  any  other  sort,  or  for  lading  any  Ship,  or  dispo- 
sing of  any  Coals  from  on  board  any  Ship,  before  aij 
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9ther  Ship,  or  shall  sell  one  sort  of  Coals^  as  and  for 
another  sort. 

By  § 4 of  the  Statute  3 Geo.  II.  cap.  0,6.  this  Pe- 
nalty is  increased,  to  500/.  which  is  also  imposed  on 
the  Coal-Owner  or  Fitter,  giving  or  agreeing  to  give 
any  such  Gratuity  or  Reward. . 

By  §7  of  the  same  Act,  9 Ann.  cap.  28.  reciting 
that  “ Several  persons  acting  as  Crimps,  Husbands, 
Agents,  or  Factors,  for  Masters  of  Ships  importing 
Cuels  into  the  Port  of  London,  under  colour  of 
such  their  employments  do  often  fraudulently  vend 
the  Coals  intrusted  to  them  by  the  said  Ship-AIastcrs 
as  aforesaid,  to  their  (non  gents.  Partners,  Servants, 
or  other  persons,  fcMr  their  own  use  and  benefit,  and  at 
rates  below  the  Market  Price,  and  when  so  sold,  do 
again  greatly  advance  the  Kates  thereof,  to  the  pre- 
judice and  discouragement  of  the  said  Ship-Masters, 
and  great  oppression  and  hindrance  of  the  Manufac- 
turers, and  other  Consumers  of  Coals  a Penalty  of 
50/.  is  imposed  on  all  Crimps,  &c.  selling  Coals  to 
their  own  Agents,  in  trust  for  themselves. 

All  the  Penalties  in  this  Act  are  recoverable  only  in 
the  Courts  at  Westminster. 

By  the  Statute  3 Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  “ for  the  better 

Regulation  of  the  Coal  Trade,”  it  is  enacted,  Tliat 

Dealers  in  Coals,  may  in  future  use  their  own  Ligh- 

« 

ters,  provided  they  are  navigated  by  Lightcrmea, 
properly  qualified  and  entitled  to  work  on  the  River 
Thames  ;>  and  the  Lighters  arc  to  be  entered  with 
C ' the 
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the  Watermen’^  Company,  and  subject  to  tbdr 
Rules. 

For  the  making  more  effectual  all  Agreements  be- 
tween Ship-Masters,  and  Buyers  ot  Coals,  all  bar- 
gains for  Coals  at  BiilmgsguU  Market,  or  other  Place 
of  Sale  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  must  be  entered  in 
the  Factor’s  Book,  ^ned  by  the  Buyer  and  Seller, 
and  witnessed  by  the  Factor,  who  shall  give  a copy 
of  the  Contract  to  both,  under  Penalty  of  50l.  And 
by  1 1 Geo.  II.  cap.  15.  6,  7)  a like  Penalty  of  5(V. 

is  imposed  on  both  Buyer  and  Seller  refusing  to  sign 
the  Contract : and  on  the  Ship  Master  refusing  to 
produce  to  bis  Ou  ners,  when  required,  copies  of  the 
Contracts,  from  the  Factor’s  Books.  These  Penal- 
ties are  recoverable  in  the  superior  Courts. 

By  ^ 9 of  3 Goo.  II.  c,  26,  a Penalty  of  100/.  is  im- 
posed on  the  Masters  of  Ships  in  the  Coal  Trade, 
refusing  to  give  yearly  Accounts  to  their  Owoers : or 
refusing  to  obey  the  Owners’  directions ; •“  provided 
that  nothing  be  contained  in  such  directions,  which 
shall  relate  to  the  restraining  cr  tnhaneoig  the  friee  nf 
Coals  in  the  River  Thames  or  u>  keeping  of  turn  in  de- 
livering of  Coals  there  By  Statute  4 Geo,  II.  c.  30. 
a Penally  of  lOO/.  (rccwerablc  in  the  Courts  at  I 
Westminster)  is  imposed  on  Owners  givingdirections 
as  to  keeping  turn,  and  on  all  persons  obeying  such 
directions ; and  Masters  of  Ships  arc,  on  Penalty  at’ 
50/.  to  deliver  their  Coequets  within  four  days  aftet 
the  arrival  of  the  Ship  at  Crtti’csenii,  and  not  let  them 

remain 


Digitized  by  Google 


HtVER  POLICE. 


remain  in  the  Uantis  of  any  Agents  on  behalf  of  the 
Owners : a method  which  it  appears  had  been  used 
to  oblige  Coal  Ships  to  keep  turn,  notwithstanding 
the  Laws  to  the  contrary. 

* By  the  Statute  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  58,  The  before- 
ftienlioned  Acts,  9 Ann.  cap.  28.  and  3 Geo.  II. 
cap.  26.  and  the  Penalties  imjxjsod  thereby,  on  per- 
60i>s  receiving  gratuities  from  Coal-Owtiers  are  re- 
cited ; and  it  is  stated,  that  notwithstanding  the 
said  two  Acts,  it  had  for  many  years  been  usual  and 
customary  for  the  Owners  of  Colliers,  in  Northern 
Ports,  to  charge  a higher  price  to  Ships  lading  Goals 
for  the  London  Market,  than  to  those  lading  for  the 
Outpofts  ; and  in  consequence  thereof  to  make  cer- 
tain allwoantes  to  the  London  Coal  Buyers,  at  stated 
periods  5 which  allowances  had  constituted  the 
principal  part  of  the  reasonahle  profit  of  the  London 
Coal  Btyers ; yet  that  great  numbers  of  actions  had 
been  Commenced  against  various  persons  in  the  said 
Trade,  as  well  Owners  as  Buyers,  on  the  ground 
that  such  allowances  were  coutrary  to  the  said  Acts.” 
The  Preamble  goes  on  further  to  state,  “That  theper- 
fions  against  whom  the  actions  were  brought  did  not 
introdiicc  the  practice  complained  of,  but  found  it 
an  existing  custom  prevalent  in  the  Trade,  when  they 
embarked  their  fortunes  in  it ; and  that  the  actions  so 
brought,  should  the  informer  succeed  in  them,  might  be 
attended  with  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  persons,  against 
whom  such  actions  had  been  brought.”  The  per- 
sons against  whom  such  actions  bad  been  brought 
5 are. 
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arc,  therefore,  iiulcmnified  by  the  Act,  against  ail 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  incurred,  paying  the  lofbr* 
mers  all  their  Costs  of  Suit. 

It  might  be  thought  invidious  to  make  any  further 
remarks  on  the  foregoing  Preamble  and  Enactment, 
than  that  they  serve  pretty  fully  to  prove  the  truth 
and  justice  of  the  observations,  by  which  the  present 
division  ot’ this  Chapter  has  been  introduced.  Tho 
Acts  thus  indeninitied  against  arc  left  in  full  force. 

By  another  Section  of  tho  same  Act,  "28  Geo.  III.  I 
cap.  53,  it  is  statctl,  “ That  a certain  number  of 
Coal  Buyers  had  fonned  themselves  into  a Society, 
and  held  private  meetings  at  the  Coal  Exchange  in 
London,  professing  to  make  liegulat'rAUj  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  Trade  in  Coals,  which  Regu- 
lations ntiij  hiive  a Utuimey  to  prevent  the  said  Trade 
from  being  free  and  open  It  is,  therefore,  enac- 
ted, That  any  number  of  |>crsons  united  in  Cove- 
nants or  Partnerships,  or  in  any  way  whatsoever,  con- 
sisting of  more  than  five  persons  for  the  purchasing  of 
Coals  for  Sdc,  or  for  making  Regulations  with  respect 
to  the  manner  of  carry  ing  oil  the  said  Trade  in  Coals, 
shall  be  deemed  an  unLi  j-fuJ  Combination,  to  advance 
tlje  price  of  Coals;  and  every  person  concerned  tbere- 
111,  shall  be  punishable  by  indictment  or  information 
ill  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 
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Secondly.  The  Statutes  as  to  the  Measure  attd  Sale 
of  Coals  to  the  Consumers : 

By  an  ancient  Statute  of  ^ Edward  VI.  cap.  7. 
“ for  the  assize  of  fuel"  il  is  enacted,  That  every 
Sack  of  Coals  shall  contain  Four  Bushels  of  good  and 
clean  Coals,"  on  penalty  of  3r.  Ad.  per  Sack.  The 
Act  then  goes  on,  in  the  quaint  but  nervous  and  ex- 
pressive language  of  the  time,  to  state,  That  “ for- 
asmuch as  by  the  greedy  appetite,  and  covetousness 
of  divers  persons.  Fuel,  Coals,  and  Wood,  runneth 
many  times  through  four  or  Jive  several  hands  or  more 
before  it  cometh  to  the  hands  of  them,  that  for  their 
necessity  do  burn  or  retail  the  same,  “ It  is  therefore, 
enacted,  That  no  person  shall  buy  any  Coals  [Wood 
or  Fuel]  but  only  such  as  will  burn  or  consume  the 
same  ; or  such  persons  as  shall  sell  the  same  again  by 
retail,  to  such  as  shall  burn  or  consume  the  same,  for 
their  own  occupying,  without  Fraud  or  Covin  ; or 
Wharfingers  or  Bargemen  ; under  forfeiture  of  tre- 
ble the  value.”  This  Act  is,  however,  now  partly  re- 
pealed and  partly  considered  as  obsolete. 

By  the  Statute  16  and  17  Charles  II.  cap.  2.  for 
regulating  the  Measures  and  Price  of  Coals,  it  is 
enacted.  That  “ for  avoiding  the  manifold  deceits, 
exactions,  and  abuses,  used  in  the  Measure  and 
Sale  of  Coals,”  All  sorts  of  Sea  Coals  brought  into 
the  River  Thames  and  sold,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Chal- 
dron, containing  thirty-six  Bushels  heaped  up,  and 
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according  to  the  Bushel,  sealed  for  that  purpose  at 
Guildhall  in  London  ; and  so  for  a greater  or  Jess 
quantity  ; and  that  ail  other  son  of  Coals  coming 
from  Scotland  and  other  places,  commonly  sold  by 
^Vcight  and  not  by  Measure,  shall  be  sold  by  Weight 
aficr  the  pn'jxjrtion  of  With,  to  the  hundred  of 
Avoirdupois  W eight  without  any  fallacy  or  deceit, 
upon  pain  of  forleiture  ol  all  the  Coals,  which  shall 
be  otherwise  sold  or  exposed  to  Sale,  by  any  Wood- 
monger  or  Hetailer  of  Coals,  and  the  double  value 
thereof,  to  he  rccovcrcil  by  any  Prosecutor  in  any 
Court  of  Record,  or  by  way  of  complaint  made  unto 
the  Lord  M.i)or  of  LuJutt,  and  Justices  of  Peace 
within  the  Cay  of  L'jiuLh  and  Liberties,  or  to  any 
two  of  them,  or  to  the  several  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
of  the  scvcial  Counties  and  Places  w here  such  Coals 
shall  he  exposed  to  Sale,  or  any  of  them. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  LotuLn  and  Court  of  Alder- 
men, and  the  Justices  of  Peace  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  Quorum,  are  by  the 
said  Act  empowered  to  set  the  Kates  and  Prices  of  all 
such  Coals  as  shall  be  sold  by  Relail,  as  they  shall 
judge  reasonable,  allowing  a competent  profit  to  the 
Retailer,  beyond  the  price  paid  by  him  to  the  Impor- 
ter, and  the  ordinary  charges  thereupon  accruing. 

The  continuance  of  this  Act  was  limited  to  three 
years  : But  by  the  Statute  ‘2  William  and  Mary, 
Statute' 2.  cap.  7-  reciting,  that  it  had  been  found 
“ Very  useful  and  benclicial  to  this  kingdom,"  it  was 
revived  and  continued  fur  seven  years;  and  finally, 
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by  7 ind  8 William  III.  cap.  30.  § 2.  it  was  made 
perpettuil.  And  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  to  set- 
tling the  Retail  Price  of  Sea  Coals,  were  found  so  ge- 
nerally beneficial,  that  by  Statute  17  Geo.  II.  c.  35, 
they  were  extended  all  over  the  kingdom  ; authority 
being  given  to  three  Justices  (one  being  of  the  Quo- 
rum) for  that  purpose,  in  their  several  Jurisdictions. 

By  12  Ann.  Statute  2.  cap.  17.  § 11,  The  Coal 
Bushel  is  to  be  made  round  with  an  even  bottom,  and 
to  be  19^  inches  from  outside  to  outside,  and  to  con- 
tain one  Winchester  Bushel,  and  one  Quart  of  Wa- 
ter, according  to  the  standard  for  the  Winchester 
Bushel  described  by  13  and  14  William  III.  cap.  5. 
§ 2S.  In  the  Act  referred  to,  the  Winchester  Bushel 
is  described  as  18.|  inches  wide  throughout  (in  the 
inside  no  doubt)  and  eight  inches  deep  ; And  by 
3 Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  § 13,  it  is  directed,  that  this 
Bushel  shall  be  used  by  all  Dealers  in  Coals,  by  the 
Chaldron  or  lesser  quantities  in  London  and  IVest^ 
minster,  or  within  ten  miles  thereof,  and  the  Sack 
shall  contain  three  such  Bushels  ; on  penalty  of  50/. 
The  Bushel  to  be  scaled  or  stamped  at  Guildhall, 
London,  or  the  Exchequer  Office,  Westminster,  on 
penalty  of  50/.  on  persons  using  it  unstamped  or  di- 
minishing its  size. 

By  § 10  of  the  Act,  3 Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  already 
quoted,  reciting.  That  “ by  ancient  custom  in  the 
Fort  of  London,  one  Chaldron  of  Coals  is  allowed  in 
to  ever)-  score  bought  on  board  Ship,  and  so  in  pro- 
portion for  a greater  or  less  quantity,  which  is  called 
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Ingratn ; notwithstamling  which  many  persons  deal> 
ing  in  Coals,  do  load  the  same  from  on  board  Ship 
bare  measure,  without  the  said  bigraln,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  Consumers  a penalty  of  lOO/.  (re- 
co\*crable  in  the  superior  Courts)  is  imposed  on  aU 
Lightermen,  and  others  selling  any  quantity  of  Coals, 
as  and  for  Vool  Measure  (viz.  such  measure  as  is 
usually  given  or  allowed  in  the  Pool  or  River 'Phames) 
and  not  delivering  to  such  Purchaser,  their  full  quan- 
tity of  Coals,  together  with  the  Ingrain,  as  measured 
to  him  from  on  board  by  the  Meter. 

The  Sale  of  Coals  to  Consumers  is  most  materiaHj 
regulated  hy  the  follmving  /lets,  establishing  the  La.n  d 
Coal-Meters*  Opeicks,  in  London,  ICestminster,  ana 
Surry,  and  at  the  Itharfs  on  the  River  Thames,  vcithn 
those  Districts : 

By  the  Statute  7 Geo.  III.  cap.  23.  (continued  to 
June  1st,  1812,  by  38  Geo.  III.  c.  Ivi.)  “ to  prevent 
Frauds  and  Abuses  in  the  Admeasurement  of  CcaU, 
sold  by  Wharf-measure,  within  the  City  of  London, 
and  the  Liberties  thereof ; and  between  Ton  er- Dock 
and  Lime-house  Hole  in  the  County  of  Middlcses,” 
it  is  enacted,  That  a Public  Office  shall  be  erected 
and  continued  within  the  City,  in  or  near  Thaines- 
strcct,  to  be  called,  The  luind  Coal-Meters'  Office,  for 
the  City  of  London,  &c.  to  be  kept  open  every  day 
(Sundays  excepted)  from  fire  in  the  morning  till  nitte 
in  the  evening,  in  the  summer  half-year  j and  from  | 
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six  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the  evening,  in  the 
winter. 

The  first  Manager  of  the  Office  is  named  in  the 
Act ; and  at  his  decease,  the  appointment  of  that 
Office  is  vested  in  the  Court  of  Common  Council. 

The  said  Manager  and  the  principal  Coal -Meters, 
and  their  Deputies  and  Servants,  are  declared  to  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen ; to  be  dismissed  or  suspended  by  that 
Court,  on  complaint  or  proof  of  any  Fraud,  Neglect, 
or  Misbehaviour,  to  be  heart!  and  determined  by  the 
Court  in  a summary  way. 

The  Penalties,  &c.  under  this  Act,  above  5/.  are 
recoverable  only  in  the  Courts  at  Westminster.  All 
others  by  complaint  to  any  one  Justice  for  London 
or  Middlesex  ; with  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Scs> 
sions  : But  it  is  observ.able,  that  a' Justice  has  power 
/o  corn’ict,  in  certain  instances,  where  a Penalty  of 
lO/.  is  incurred. 

This  Statute  7 Geo.  III.  cap.  23.  is  further  ex- 
plained and  amended  by  cap.  83  of  the  Session, 
'26  Geo.  III.  By  cap.  J4  of  the  same  Session,  a 
like  Office  was  established  for  twenty-one  years,  for 
the  several  Parishes  lying  between  Putney  and  R»- 
therhithe,  both  inclusive  ; to  be  provided  and  con- 
tinued near  Blackfriars  Bridge,  with  five  subordinate 
Offices,  at  Putney^  Wandsvoorth,  Battersea  and  Jjam- 
teth  ; and  in  Tooley-Street. 

Two  Managers  arc  appointed  by  this  Act  and  sub- 
jected (with  the  principal  Land  Coal- Meters,  and 
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their  deputies)  to  the  control  of  the  Surry  Quarter 

Sessions. 

The  Statute  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  108.  (for  explaining, 
amending,  and  reducing  into  one  Act  of  Parliament, 
several  former  Acts)  establishes  a like  Office  for  the 
City  and  Liberty  of  Ilesiminsler,  and  certain  Parishes 
in  Middlesex  : subject  to  the  control  of  the  respective 
General  or  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  City  and  County : 
and  the  Penalties  are  recoverable  if  above  bl.  in  the 
superior  Courts  ; or  else  before  any  one  Justice  of 
the  City  or  County  ; with  an  Appeal  to  the  Middle- 
sex Quarter  Sessions. 

The  united  effect  of  these  Acts  is  next  to  he  considered, 
'xith  the  PetuiUies  imposed  on  Offences,  in  each  Dis- 
trict ; vi'here,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  any  difference  is 
made  by  the  provisions  of  the  respective  Statutes. 

The  principal  Land  Coal-Meter,  in  each  District, 
is  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  his  Office  ; 
and  to  appoint  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to  be 
Labouring  Coal  Meters,  one  of  whom  shall  attend  at 
every  Coal -Wharf,  \^'archousc  and  Place  of  Sale,  to 
taicasure  out  all  sucli  Coals,  as  shall  be  sold  by  Wharl- 
irteasure ; these  Labouring  Coal-Meters,  arc  also 
sworn  to  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

In  Surry,  the  principal  Coal-Meter  is  also  to  ap- 
point a Deputy  Leal-Meter  at  each  of  the  subordinate 
Offices ; and  a general  Penalty  of  20/.  is  imposed 
on  the  principal  Meter  neglecting  to  appoint,  and  of 
bl.  on  the  labouring  Meter  neglecting  to  attend. 
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A like  Penalty  was  also  imjjoscd  in  Westminster  by 
an  Act  now  repealed. 

Upon  notice  given  to  any  labouring  Coal-Mctcr, 
or  left  at  the  principal  Coal-Mctcr’s  Oflice  for  a la- 
bourer to  attend  at  any  Wharf  or  Place  named  in 
such  notice,  in  order  to  measure  the  Coals  of  the  per- 
son giving  the  notice,  a labouring  Meter  shall  attend 
within  one  hour  or  sooner  if  [xjssible  ; under  Penalty 
of  10s.  on  the  Labourer  neglecting  to  attend,  and  a 
like  Penalty  on  the  principal  Meter  neglecting  to 
send. 

If  the  principal  Coal-Meter,  or  any  person  em- 
ployed under  him  shall,  during  their  continuance  in 
Office,  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  (otherwise 
than  officially,  though  this  saving  is  omitted  in  the 
If'esiniimter  Act)  in  the  Sate  of  any  Coals  whatso- 
ever, they  shall  (in  London)  be  dismissed  from 
their  employment,  and  disabled  from  ever  holding 
the  same,  and  forfeit  for  every  Offence  20/. : In 
fVestminster  or  Surry,  the  principal  Meter  is  to  for- 
feit lOO/.  and  the  labouring  or  deputy  Meter  20l.  In 
Surry  both  Parties  ; in  U'estmhister  only  the  labour- 
ing Meters,  are  to  be  dismissed  from  their  Office. 

To  prevent  Confederacy  the  stations  of  the  labour- 
ing Meters  are  to  be  frequently  varied. 

All  Coals  sold  as  and  for  Wharf-Measure,  at  any 
Wharf,  Warehouse  cr  Places  within  the  limits  of  the 
respective  Acts,  shall  be  measured  in  the  presence  of 
one  labouring  Coal-Mctcr  ; who  is  empowered  to  fill 
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any  Bushel,  appearing  deficient,  out  of  the  Seller’s 
stock. 

Four- pence  perChaldron  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Keeper 
of  the  Wharf,  Warehouse,  &c.  from  which  the  Coals 
are  carted,  or  by  the  Seller,  to  the  principal  Coal 
Meter,  to  be  applied  by  him  in  defraying  the  ex- 
pcnces  of  his  Office,  and  hiring  the  labouring 
Meters ; on  payment  of  this  Metage  Duty,  the  Seller 
or  Carman,  who  carts  away  the  Coals,  is  to  receive 
a ticket  (signed  by  the  principal  Meter,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  labouring  Coal-Meter  attending)  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  Seller  and  Consumer,  the 
quantity,  the  date,  the  metage  charge,  and  the  Car- 
man’s name,  with  a notice  to  the  Purchaser,  that  if 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  measure,  he  must  tell  the 
Carman  so,  before  any  part  of  the  Coals  arc  unladen. 
This  ticket  the  Carman  is  to  deliver  to  the  Consu- 
mer. A penalty  of  40^.  is  imposed  on  the  labouring 
Coal-Meter  refusing  to  deliver  the  ticket  to  the  Car- 
man (on  payment  of  the  Metage  Charge)  and  JOj.  on 
the  Carman  altering  the  ticket,  or  refusing  to  deliver 
it  to  the  Consumer. 

tf  any  Cart,  in  which  shall  be  any  quantity  of  Coals 
exceeding  seventeen  Bushels,  shall  be  sent  from  any 
Wharf,  &c.  within  the  said  limits,  without  the  Coals 
having  been  so  measured,  and  the  Ticket  obtained, 
the  Vender  of  such  Coals  shall  (on  conviction  before 
one  Justice)  forfeit  for  every  such  Offence,  lo/. 

If  any  Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals  shall  make 
\ 1 use 
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use  of  any  Sack,  for  the  carrying  Coals  within  the 
limits  of  the  respective  Acts,  less  than  four  feet  in 
length  and  two  in  breadth,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every 
such  Offence,  6/.  A penalty  of  40j.  is  imposed  on 
labouring  Meters  using  or  permitting  Sacks  of  less 
dimensions. 

The  Sacks,  at  the  time  of  their  being  made,  and 
marked,  and  sealed,  by  the  proper  Officer,  are  to  be 
four  feet  four  inches  long,  and  two  feet  two  inches 
wide. 

If  any  Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  shall  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  give  to  any  labouring  Coal-Meter, 
any  Reward  or  Gratuity,  besides  the  four-pence  fer 
Chaldron  allowed,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
Offence,  in  London,  2ol. — in  ff'eslmins/er  and 
Surry,  50/. 

If  any  labouring  Meter  shall  deliver  a false  Ticket 
to  any  Consumer,  Carman,  or  other  person,  with  in-, 
tent  to  defraud  ; or  shall  receive  from  any  Dealer  in 
Coals,  any  Gratuity,  &c.  besides  the  four-pence  per 
Chaldron  ; or  shall  wilfully  make  or  suffer  any  false 
measure  of  Coals,  or  deliver  any  Ticket  for  Coals  not 
measuretl  in  his  presence,  he  shall  be  rendered  inca- 
pable of  serving  ever  after  in  his  Office  ; and  the 
principal  Coal-Meter{^\n  London  and  Westminster^  shall 
pay  a fine  of  40j. — in  Surry  the  fine  is  imposed  in 
the  first  instance  on  the  Labourer ; and  if  not  paid 
within  one  month  is  then  to  be  paid  by  the  principal 
Meter. 
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If  any  labouring  Meter  shall  suffer  any  Coals,  sold 
for  Wharf- measure  (exceeding  seventeen  Bushels)  to 
be  sent  from  any  Wharf  or  Warehouse  within  the 
limits  of  the  respective  Acts,  without  being  duly 
measured  in  manner  directed,  and  shall  not  give  in- 
formation thereof,  at  the  principal  Land  Coal -Meter’s 
Office,  within  two  days  after  the  Coals  shall  be  so  sent, 
he  shall  forfeit  5/.  and  be  disabled. 

Any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  measure  of  any 
Coals,  may,  on  delivery  to  him  of  the  Meter's  Ticket, 
signify  his  desire  to  have  the  same  remeasured  ; on 
which  the  Carman  is  to  stay  with  his  Cart  and  the 
Coals  (at  the  rate  of  2s.  (3</.  fjcr  hour)  till  they  arc  re- 
measured under  penalty  of  5/.  on  the  Master  of  the 
Cart,  and  20r.  on  the  Carman.  The  Purchaser  is 
then  immediately  to  send  notice  to  the  Seller,  that 
the  Coals  are  going  to  be  remeasured,  and  also  to 
send  notice  to  the  Land  Coal-Mctcrs’  Office,  for  the 
District  in  which  the  Coals  arc  sold  ; on  which  a 
principal  or  labouring  Meter  (not  being  the  Meter 
under  whose  inspection  the  Coals  were  originally 
measured)  must  within  two  hours  attend  to  remeasure 
the  Coals,  and  shall  remeasure  the  same  Sack  by  Sack 
in  the  presence  of  the  Seller  and  Purclraser(if  theyat- 
tend)  and  alsoin  the  prcsenceof oncprincijKtl  orlabour- 
ingCoal-Metcr  fromthetwo  other  Distrlcts;(whose  at- 
tendance within  Lo«»yo/j  and  is  enforced  by 

a penalty  of  5/.  but  not  in*S'ar^;)for  this  attendance  the 
Purchaser  is  to  pay  each  Coal- Meter  attending  six- 
pence 
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pence  per  Chaldron.  If  the  Coals  prove  deficient  in 
Measure,  the  Seller  shall  forfeit  5/.  for  every  Bushel 
deficient,  and  also,  forfeit  the  Coals  to  the  Poor. 

The  labouring  Meter  under  whose  inspection  the 
Coals  were  measured  at  the  Wharf,  shall  also  forfeit 
5/.  per  Bushel  deficient ; to  be  recovered  (if  not  paid 
in  five  days)  of  the  principal  Coal-Meter ; and  the 
Coal-Porters,  2s.  6d.  per  Bushel  deficient. 

Drivers  of  Carts  or  other  persons  belonging  thereto, 
taking  or  suffering  to  be  taken  or  delivered  out  of 
their  Cart,  Coals  under  their  care,  otherwise  than  to 
the  Owner  or  Purchaser,  shall  forfeit  40r.  or  on  non- 
payment be  committed  to  Gaol,  for  not  less  than  one 
month  nor  more  than  three,  unless  the  forfeiture  is 
sooner  paid. 

The  Author  has  done  his  utmost  endeavour  to  state 
as  accurately  as  possible,  all  the  minute  variations  in 
these  Statutes ; but,  it  is  surely  to  be  wished,  that 
this,  as  well  as  every  System  of  Legislation,  should  bo 
uniform  in  its  operation;  the  uncertainty  and  variety 
of  the  Penalties,  for  Offences  in  their  nature  perfectly 
similar,  tending  only  to  produce  confusion  and  vexa- 
tion. The  different  periods  at  which  these  Acts  arc 
liable  to  expire,  may  also  cause  some  perplexity; 
which  has  in  fact  already  taken  place,  in  one  in- 
stance.* 

Thirdly. 

* The  Profit*  to  the  City  on  tlic  Coal  (and  ComJ  Meten* 

Places  has  been  stated  at  per  Ann 9,000 

Groundage  of  Colliers,  and  Balliagc  of  Coals  ....  850 

Carried  over  .9,850 

Here 
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Thirdly.  Suggesllws  as  to  (he  Relief  of  Coal- 
Heavers. 

The  oppressions  .mrl  imjiosltions  suffered  by  the 
Coal-Heavers,  particularly  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  Undertakers  being  chiefly  Publicans,  have  already 
been  stated  (p,  144 — 146.)  The  Reader  will  no 
doubt  joitj  with  the  Author  in  regretting,  that  the  sa- 
lutary Art  of  10  Geo.  III.  cap.  53,  made  to  restrain 
this  very  evil  should  have  been  suffered  to  expire  ; 
having  be-en  originally  enacted  only  for  three  yxars, 
and  never  since  renewed.  'I’hc  provisions  of  that  Act 
are  here  shortly  stated  as  a guide  to  any  who 
may  hereafter  be  inclined  to  render  a service  to  that 
very  laborious  and  industrious  class  of  men,  by  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  this  subject. 

“ No  Coal-Undertaker  shall  take  or  demand  from 
any  Coal-Heaver,  any  Money  or  other  Thing  as 
Commission,  or  as  a Gratuity  in  procuring  such  Coal- 
Heavers  to  be  employed  in  unlading  Ships  laded  with 
with  Coals,  between  Lotuion  Britige  and  GreemL-Uh^ 
nor  under  pretence  of  furnishing  Shovels,  &c.  nor  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  for 
every  such  Offence,  5/. 

Brought  forward 

Here  also  maybe  noticed  their  Revenue  from  two  other 
Article*  already  roemicned.  See  Chap.  XI.  p.  331. 

Scavage  and  Package  Duties 4<5oo 

Balliagc  ditto . 1,000 

/•'5.350 

Every 
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‘‘  Every  Coal-Undcrlaker,  before  he  shall  under- 
take to  procure  Coal-Heavers  to  unlade  any  Ship 
laden  with  Coals,  shall  take  an  Oath  before  the  Lord 
Mayor,  or  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  London,  ,to  ob- 
serve the  directions  of  the  Act,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
for  every  Ship,  for  the  discharge  of  which  he  shall  so 
under  Like,  5/. 

“ No  such  Coal-Undertaker  shall  be  a Victualler 
or  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  to,  receive  any  part 
of  the  profits  of  such  Trade,  or  in  any  other  manner 
in  the  selling  eatables,  w s[>it  ils,  or  dr  'tnk  of  any  kind, 
or  tobacco,  on  pain  of  being  rendered  incapable,  and 
to  forfeit  bl. 

“ If  after  conviction  in  any  of  the  above  Cases, 
any  Coal-Undertaker,  shall  again  undertake  to  pro- 
cure Coal-Heavers  to  unlade  Coal-Ships,  he  shall,  for 
every  Ship  he  shall  so  undertake,  forfeit  bl. 

“ Persons  discharging  Coal-Ships  shall  be  allowed 
\s.6d.  per  Score,and  so  in  proportion ; and  if  any  Cap- 
tain, Owner,  &c.  having  the  care  of  any  Ship,  shall 
pay  to  any  Coal-Heaver  any  greater  Wages  than  as 
aforesaid,  or  Gratuity  in  lieu  of  Wages  (except  such 
price  shall  have  been  previously  altered  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  which  they  arc  empowered  to 
do,)  he  shall  forfeit  for  each  Offence,  lOr. 

“ After  any  Ship,  &c.  shall  be  unladed,  the  Mas- 
ter, &c.  is  to  pay  to  the  Foreman  of  the  Gang,  the 
money  due  for  unlading,  and  such  Foreman  shall  pay 
to  each  man  his  share ; and  if  the  money  shall  not 
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be  |xiiJ  on  demand,  the  Lord  Mayor  or  one  Aider- 
man  (before  whom  the  Penalties  are  recoverable,  and 
who  are  empowered  to  determine  all  Disputes,  with 
an  Appeal  to  the  London  Quarter  Sessions)  is  au- 
thorised to  compel  payment,  an<l  order  20s.  Costs." 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  some,  that  the  Au- 
thor has  run  rather  too  much  at  length  into  the 
inquiry  on  the  whole  of  this  subject  ; but  the  in- 
teresting nature  of  it,  not  only  as  it  relates  to  the 
Police  of  the  Rivcr,but  all  the  Inhabitants  of  thcMc- 
tropolis  in  general,  will  doubtless  plead  his  excuse. 

I\^  0/  the  Penalties  anti  Punishments,  to  prevent 
dangers  from  FiRE,  on  hoard  Ship,  (ffe. 

By  § 21  of  the  Statute  10  Ann.  cap.  1",  reciting 
that  “ It  had  become  a common  practice,  that 
Merchant-Ships  and  Vessels  c.aming  Merchandise, 
did  very  often  stop  and  ride  at  the  Moorings 
ajipointed  and  laid  out  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty's 
Ships  and  Vessels,  and  at  her  Majesty  ’s  Ships  and 
Hulks  in  Harbour,  near,  and  adjoining,  to  her 
Majesty’s  Dock-yards,  Storehouses,  and  Magazines, 
such  Merchant  or  Trading  Shif»s,  or  Vessels  not 
being  forced  thereto  by  any  necessity  or  want  of 
Tide,  by  w'hich  means  her  Majesty’s  Ships,  Vessels, 
and  Magazines,  were  subjected  to  accidents  by  Fire, 
and  other  damages,  through  the  carelessness  of  the 
persons  left  on  board  such  Merchant-Ships,  as  well 
as  to  charges,  by  weakening  and  w'earing  the  Moor- 
ings; 
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ings ; and  the  persons  left  on  board  such  Merchant- 
Ships,  by  their  long  staying  at  such  Moorings,  had 
great  opportunities  of  running  of  Goods  and  em- 
bezzling her  Majesty’s  Naval  Stores For  the 
prevention  thereof,  it  is  enacted.  That  if  any 
Merchant-Ship,  or  any  other  Ship  or  Vessel,  not 
being  a Ship  of  War,  or  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Navy,  or  employed  in  her  Majesty’s  service,  or 
such  Ships  as  shall  come  to  deliver  Stores  into  her 
Majesty’s  Yards,  during  their  delivery  thereof,  shall 
stop  or  fasten  to  any  of  the  Moorings,  or  fix  them- 
selves to  any  of  the  Ships  or  Hulks,  the  Captain, 
Master,  Commander,  or  Person,  having  the  care 
or  command  of  such  Merchant- Ship  or  Vessel, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  for  each  and  every 
Tide,  such  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel  shall  stay  at  the 
said  Moorings,  unless  it  appear  that  such  Mcrchant- 
Ship  or  Vessel  was  necessitated  so  to  do,  by  want  of 
Tide,  stress  of  Weather,  or  other  unavoidable  acci- 
dents : The  Penalty  is  recoverable  by  Action  in  the 
Courts  at  Westminster,  and  goes  half  to  the  In- 
fbnner,  and  half  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

If  any  Commander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship, 
(except  his  Majesty’s  Ships,)  shall,  while  such  Ship 
shall  be  in  the  River  of  Thames,  between  London 
Briilge  and  Blachvall,  keep  any  Gjm  shotted,  or 
shall  Fire,  or  permit  to  be  fired  any  Gun,  on  board 
any  Ship,  before  Sun-rising  or  after  Sun-setting, 
such  Cointnandcr  or  Officer,  shall,  for  ever)'  such 
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Gun  SO  kept  shotted,  forleit  5s.  and  for  erery  Gun 
so  tired,  lOi.  And  if  any  Commander,  or  other 
Ofiiccr  of  any  Ship,  or  any  other  person  on  board, 
shall,  while  such  Ship  shall  be  in  the  River  between 
London  Bridge  and  Blaekwally  heat  or  melt,  or 
permit  to  be  heated  or  melted  on  board  such  Ship, 
any  Pitch,  'far.  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallotv,  Oil,  or 
other  Combustible  Matter  whatsoever,  the  Offender 
shall  forfeit  5/. — 5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20.  § 4. 

No  Master,  &c.  of  any  Ship,  &c.  lying  in  the 
Thames  outward-bound,  shall  receive  on  board  such 
Ship,  except  for  the  King’s  service,  more  than  25/^. 
of  Powder,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Ship,  at,  or 
below  Blackwidl. — And  the  Master  of  every  Ship, 
&c.  coming  into  the  Thames,  shall  put  on  shore  all 
tlic  Gunpowder  on  board  stich  Ship,  &c.  except 
*15ll> ; cither  before  the  arrival  of  the  Ship  at  Black- 
wall,  or  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her  coming 
to  an  Anchor  there,  if  the  weather  shall  permit,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting,  for  every  Offence,  all  the  Gun- 
powder found  on  board  above  'Iblb  ; and  also  Is.  for 
every  pound  of  Gunpowder  above  25lh. — 12  Geo. 
III.  cap.  dl.  § 24. 

For  the  Powers  given  to  the  Trinity-house,  to 
enforce  the  foregoing  Regulations,  see  ante  p.  346. — 
The  Penalties  under  the  first  of  these  Acts,  are 
recoverable  and  applicable  as  stated  in  that  page; — • 
I'ndcr  the  latter  Act,  12  Geo.  III.  which  confimis 
the  power  of  the  Trinity -liousc,  to  appoint  Searchers 
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for  Gunpowder,  (who  need  not  under  this  Act  be 
Elikr  Brethreti,)  the  Penalties  are  given  half  to  the 
King,  and  half  to  the  Informer,  and  are  recoverable 
before  any  two  J ustices. 

Under  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  3Q  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. 
the  following  very  useful  Provisions  are  made  on  this 
subject.- 

All  such  Vessels  as  shall  have  on  board  any  Gun- 
powder, exceeding  the  quantity  of  one  Pound, 
shall,  before  they  enter  any  of  the  Docks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  land  all  their  Gunpowder,  and  unlade  and 
clear  their  Guns  ; and  no  Tar,  Pitch,  Rosin,  Hemp, 
Flax,  Faggots,  Furze,  Turpentine,  Oil,  Hay,  Straw, 
Tallow,  Grease,  Shavings  of  Wood,  or  Combustible 
Matter  of  any  kindj  shall  be  suffered  to  be,  or 
remain  on  the  Quays  or  Wharfs,  in  or  near  the  said 
Docks,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  upon  the  Deck  of 
any  Ship  or  other  Vessel  in  the  said  Docks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  above  the  space  of  twelve  hours,  under 
Penalty,  on  the  Owner  of  such  Goods,  &c.  or  the 
Commander,  Master,  or  Mate  of  the  Vessel,  making 
default  therein,  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than  5/. 
$ 102. 

p'or  more  effectually  preventing  Accidents  by  Fire 
in  the  said  Docks  and  Dock  Premises,  no  person 
shall  have  or  keep  any  Fire,  Candle,  or  Lamp, 
lighted  within  any  of  the  said  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts, 
and  the  Quays,  Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  Works, 
belonging  thereto,  at  any  time  whatsoever,  (except 
only  necessary  Lamps  by  the  sides  of  Ways  without 
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fhc  Dock  Walls,  and  such  Fires,  or  lighted  Candles; 
Of  Lamps,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  used  in'  the 
Making,  Building,  Finishing,  Repairing,  Altering, 
or  Improving  of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  Quays, 
Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  other  Works,  or  any  of 
them,)  under  forfeiture  for  every  Offence,  not  ex- 
ceeding lO/.  nor  less  than  5/.  § 103. 

V.  Peruihies  inatrrahle  umJer  the  Wet- Dock  Act, 
39  Geo.  111.  caj>.  Ixix.  not  hitherto  noticed. 

These  may  be  classed  under  the  following  heads, 
for  the  more  easy  reference  to  them. 

First,  The  Mooring  of  Vessels;  paying  Dufied, 
Uc.  and  the  Bowers  of  the  Harbour-Masters  and 
Dock-Masters. 

Secondly.  The  impeding  the  Navigation  of  the 
Canal,  Docks,  &c. 

Thirdly.  Injuries  to  the  Dock,  Works,  Build- 
ings, &c.  by  malice  or  carelessness. 

■ First.  After  the  Canal,  Docks,  &c.  shall  be  s6 
far  completed  as  to  admit  Ships,  no  Vessel  shall  lie 
at  either  of  the  Mooring  Tiers  in  the  River  Thames^ 
immediately  above  or  below  the  entrances  into  the 
Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  but  those  only 
which  arc  intended  to  go  into,  or  within  twelve 
hours  shall  have  come  out  of  the  siid  Canal ; and 
every  Master,  Pilot,  and  Persort,  having  the  charge 
©f  any  Vessel  lying  at  the  said  Tici^,  shall  remove 
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thcftfiwn  such  Vessel  whoever  required  by  the 
Harbour- Masters,  or  Dock-Mastefs,  or  their  Assist- 
ants, by  an  order  in  writing,  left  on  board  the 
Vessel,  within  twelve  hours  after  each  notice,  under 
the  penalty  of  a sum  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than' 
5/.  foi  every  twenty-four  hours  such  ship  shall 
remain  after  the  time  limited  by  such  notice.  § Q4. 

No  Vessel  shall  land  or  ship  her  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  the  sides,  or  upon,  or  along  the 
Banks  of  any  of  the  said  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts, 
except  at  such  Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Landing-places,- 
M shall  b'(6  made  arid  assigned  for  the  purpose,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  for  every  Offence  not  exceeding 
100/.  as  also,  all  such  Goods  so  landed  or  shipped, 
i shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  Customs,  &c. 
which  Goods  may  be  seized  accordingly,  by  any 
Custom-hbuse  or  Excise  Officer.  § 98. 

On  any  dispute  respecting  the  Tonnage  of  any' 
Vessel  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  the  Collector, 
&c.  may  stop  the  Ship,  and  Measure  and  Gauge 
the  same  ; And  if^  any  Ship-Master  or  other  person 
shall  obstruct  or  hinder  the  Collector,  &c.  front 
Weighing,  Measuring,  or  Gauging  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  he  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  10/.  above  the 
said  Rates.  § 143. 

' No  Collector  of  the  Customs  in  the  Port  of 
London,  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  permit 
any  Vessel,  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  to  be 
etitcrcd  inwards  from  Foreign  parts,  or  Coastwise, 
or  to  be  cleared  outwards,  until  the  Master,  &c. 
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shall  have  paid  the  said  Dock  Duties,  and  produced, 
to  the  said  Collector  a certificate  of  payment  of  the 
Dock  Duties  inwards,  under  the  hand  of  the  person 
appointed  to  collect  the  said  Duties:  on  clearing 
outwards  the  payment  of  the  Dock  Duties  is  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  signature  of  the  Receiver  to  the 
Manifest,  Cocket,  Suftcrance,  or  other  Document, 
which  must  necessarily  be  protluced  to  the  Collector 
of  the  Customs  at  the  time  of  clearing  out ; which 
Ccrtilicaics  and  Signatures,  the  Receivers  of  the 
Dock  Duties  arc  required  to  sign,  and  give  without 
Fee  or  Reward,  under  forfeiture  of  20/.  to  be  re- 
covered with  the  Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of 
Record.  § 144. 

If  any  IIarbour-M.istcr,  Dock-Master,  Lock- 
Keeper,  Wharfinger,  or  other  Officer,  shall  give 
undue  preference  to,  or  in  any  manner  unnecessarily 
retard  or  obstruct  any  Vessel  passing  into  or  out  of 
the  said  Port  or  Docks,  or  from  one  station  to 
another  therein,  or  through  any  Lock  or  Flood-Gate 
ujxm  the  said  Canal,  or  any  of  the  said  intended 
Basons,  Cuts,  or  other  Works,  'or  in  Lading  or 
Unlading  any  Goods,  at  any  of  the  Wharfs,  Cranes, 
fiic.  he  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  lo/.  § Q3. 

No  Vessel  of  any  description  whatsoever,  shall 
lie  across  in,  or  in  any  wise  unnecessarily  obstruct, 
any  of  the  Entrances,  Passages,  or  Outlets  of  the 
said  Port  or  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  or  be 
permitted  to  strike  or  run  upon  any  of  the  Locks, 
Flood-Gates,  or  Bridges  thereof;  And  if  any 

Vessel, 
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Vessel,  Navigating,  Lading  or  Unlading  upon  the 
River  within  the  Port,  or  upon  the  Canal, 

or  any  of  the  Docks  or  Works,  shall  be  placed  or 
Buffered  to  remain',  so  as  unnecessarily  to  obstruct 
the  Navigation  thereof,  the  Master,'- &c.  shall  im- 
mediately upon  request  made  remove  the  same, 
under  a Penalty  not  exceeding  lOJ.  and  also,  not 
exceeding  5/.  for  every  hour  of  such  obstruction 
after  such  requisition  : And  the  Harbour- Master, 
Dock-Master,  or  other  proper  Officer,  is  empowered 
to  cause  any  such  Vessel,  to  be  removed  in  such 
manner,  and  to  such  places  as  shall  be  proper  for 
preventing  such  obstruction,  or  to  be  Unladen,  if 
necessary,  and  to  seize  or  distrain  such  Vessel,  and 
the  Lading  or  any  part  thereof,  until  the  charges 
occasioned  by  such  removal  be  paid.  ^ 97. 

All  Laden  Vessels  going  into  any  of  the  said 

Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  shall  Unlade  and  Discharge 

their  Cargoes  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after 

entering  therein  ; and  shall  then,  without  loss  of 

time,  be  removed  into  such  part  of  the  said  Docks 

as  shall  be  set  apart  for  Light  Vessels : And  the 

Dock-Masters  arc  authorised  to  order  and  cause  to 

be  removed  all  such  Light  Ships,  or  Vessels,  as  are 

unfit  for  service,  or  not  intended  to  be  laden  or 

fitted  out  for  the  JVest-Ituiies ; and  in  order  that  the 

» * 

'Dock-Masters  may  have  knowledge  of  Ships  so 
'circumstanced,  the  Master  or  Owner  of  every  Ship, 

' shall,  within  six  weeks  after  She  shall  ‘have  entered 
'any  of  the  Saul  Docks,  give' notice  to  the  Directors, 

that 
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that  such  Ship  is  unfit  for  service,  or  Is  not  intended 
to  be  laden  or  fitted  out  for  the  fVat-I^us,  u the 
case  may  be,  or  on  failure  therein,  shall  forfeit  not 
exceeding  20/.  Any  Master,  Owner,  or  Person, 
having  the  charge  of  any  Vessel,  who  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  remove  the  ume,  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  notice  in  wTiiing,  shall  forfeit  not  exceed- 
ing lO/.  nor  less  than  5l.  and  the  Dock-Masters  or 
their  Assistants,  may  remove  such  Vessel  out  of  the 
jDocks,  &c.  and  moor  the  same  in  such  part  of  the 
River  Thames,  within  low-water-mark,  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  Harbour-Master,  or  in  any  other  of 
the  said  Docks  and  Basons  : And  upon  demand  of 

jjayment  by  such . Dock-Masters,  from  the  Owner, 
Master,  or  Agent,  of  any  such  Vessd,  of  the 
charges  of  Removing  and  Mooring  the  s;^e,  (suc^i 
charges  being  first  allowed  by  the  Directors,)  and 
upon  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  of  such  Charges, 
fmmediattly  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  Distress 
and  Sale  of  the  Ship,  her  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Fur- 
niture, or  any  part  thereof.  § 101. 

Secondly.  As  to  impeding  the  Navigation  of  the 
Canal, 

Before  any  Vessel  shall  enter  or  pass  into  the  said 
Canal,  Docks,  Basoris,  or  Cuts,  she  shall  have  her 
Sails  lowered,  so  that  she  may  not  enter  into,  or 
Navigate  in  any  of  the  said  Works  imder  Sail ; 
under  penalty  on  the  Master,  .Commander,  Pilot, 

or 


Digitized  by  Google 


police.  471 

07  having  the  care  of  the  Slup,  not  cxceedip^ 
^oA  nor  less  than  5A  95. 

^ If  any  Draw-bridge  or  Swivel-bridge,  shall  be 
Ipid  across  the  said  Canal,  or  any  Cut,  &c.  ev^y 
person  opening  sueh  Bridge,  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  shot  and  fasten  the  same  ; and  no  person  ^all, 
wilfully  open  any  such  Bridge  when  no  Vessel  is  to 
pass  ^the  same,  so  as  to  interrupt  a free  passage  for 
Traveller,  Gutje,  or  Carriages,  under  a penalty  not 
c^cceeding  40f.  and  if  any  such  Bridge  shall  be  left 
,oppn  joi^gcr  than  necessary  for  the  passage  of  any 
Vessel,  through  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of 
any  person  belonging  to  such  Vessel,  then  the 
Master,  or  Owner,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
offence,  not  exceeding  sA  but  in  case  the  same  shall 
h^pp^  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  any  Officer  pr 
^^^nt  of  the  City,  or  of  the  Dock  Company, 
.su^h  Officer  or  3ervant  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding 

.§96.  , ■ 

If  ^ny  person  shall  float,  or  place  any  Timbex 
upon  .the  said  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
Wharf^,  otherwise  than  as  allowed  by  the  City,  or 
the  Dock  Cktmpany  respectively,  and  on  payment  of 
such  Rates  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  or  shall  suffer 
the  lading  of  any  Vessel,  navigating  in  any  of  the 
|sai<l  Works,  to  be  over  the  side  thereof,  shall 
not  inunediately,  when  requ’ued,  remqve  such^pb- 
struetbn ; or  if  any  persop  shall  wantonly,  care- 
lessl}',  or  negligently  open,  any  Lock-Gate  Paddles, 
belonging  to  any  Lqcb,  tq  be  erected  on  the  wid 

Wois, 
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Works,  or  wantonly  and  mischicvoasly,  flush,  or 
draw  off,  water  from  the  said  Canal,  Docks,  fitc.  or 
shall  suffer  any  Vessel,  to  strike  or  run  upon  any  of 
the  Bridges  or  Locks  thereof,  eveiy  person  so  offend- 
ing’, shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  bl.  ^ 97. 

If  any  Owner,  Master,  Seaman,  or  Servant,  be- 
longing to  any  Vessel,  or  any  person  whosoever, 
shall  throw,  or  put  any  Ballast,  Eiarth,  Ashes, 
Stones,  &c.  into,  or  upon  any  of  the  Works,  to 
the  prejudice  thereof,  or  into  the  River  Thames^  or 
in  any  place  between  LotuIan-hUge  and  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  or  do  a*y  other  annoyamet  to  the 
same  respecthelyy  j>r  any  part  thereof y on  complaint 
ujwn  Oath,  by  any  Harbour- Master,  &c,  or  other 
person,  the  same  shall  be  examined  into  by  any  one 
Justice  for  die  County,  or  place  wherein  such 
offence  shall  be  committed,  who  may  fine  the 
Offender  not  exceeding  lO/.  for  each  offence;  and 
in  case  of  non-payment,  levy  the  same  w’ith  Costs, 
by  Distress  of  the  Offender’s  Goods,  or  ‘ of  the  , 
Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Furniture,  of  such  Vessel ; 
and  in  default  of  sufficient  Distress,  may  commit . 
such  Offender  to  the  House  of  Correction,  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  unless  such  penalty 
shall  be  sooner  paid.  ^ 99. 

No  Owner  or  Occupier  of  any  Mill,  or  other 
Works,  near  the  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  . 
or  his  Servants,  shall  at  any  time  after  the  com- 
pleting of  the  said  Canal,  &c.  use,  or  draw  down 
the  water  from  them,  or  the  slips  or  trenches  cxnn-  . 
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jrtunicating  therewith,  without  the  licence  of  the 
City  or  the  Dock  Company,  and  making  such  com- 
pensation as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  : The 
City  and  Company  are  empowered,  to  cut  off  such 
communications  of  Water  on  every  such  Trespass ; 
and  every  person  trespassing,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  forfeit  not  exceeding  50/.  § 100. 

I 

Thirdly.  Respecting  Injuries  to  the  Docks,  and 
Works. 

The  Corporation  of  London  are  authorised  and 
empowered  to  bring  Actions,  and  to  prefer  Bills  of 
Indictment  against  any  persons  who  shall  Cut, 
Damage,  or  Injure,  any  of  the  Works  to  be  erected 
or  repaired  by  the  City  ; or  who  shall  injure  or 
destroy  the  same  whilst  doing,  or  impede  the  doing 
thereof,  or  shall  steal,  or  purloin  any  Stores,  Lead, 
Iron,  Wood,  Bricks,  or  other  Materials,  or  any  of 
the  Machines,  Engines,  or  Utensils,  used  therein; 
or  who  shall  wilfully  do  or  suffer,  or  consent  to  any 
thing  whereby  damage  may  accrue  to  the  Houses, 
Erections,  and  Buildings  to  be  purchased,  or  to  be 
made  or  erected  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  § 30. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  set 
on  fire  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Vessel  in  the  said 
Canal,  or  in  any  of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
other  Works,  shall  be  judged  guilty  of  Felony, 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy  ; and  whoever  shall  wil- 
fully, or  maliciously,  break  down,  demolish,  cut, 
or  destroy  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
lying  in  the  said  Canal,  or  in  any  of  the  said  Docks, 

or 
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jor  Works,  shall  be  punished  by  Fine,  Imprisonment, 
or  Transportation,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Judge  be- 
fore whom  such  Ortender  shall  be  convicted.  ^ 104. 

• Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  cut, 
break,  or  in  any  manner  destroy,  any  Rope,  &c.  by 
.which  any  Vessel  lying  in  the  said  Canal,  Docks, 
Bason?,  or  Cuts,  or  in  any  place  in  the  River  ThameSf 
between  Lorulon  Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Lea,  shall  be  moored  or  fastened,  shaU  forfeit  not  ex- 
ceeding lo/.:  But  this  shall  not  restrain  the  Harbour- 
Masters  and  Dock-Masters,  or  their  Assistants,  from 
exercising  any  o<  their  Powers  or  Authoriiics  io  a 
due  anti  reasonable  manner.  ^ 105. 

If  any  person  sluill  steal,  damage,  break,  demolish, 
or  throw  down  any  Lamp,  Lamp-Iron  or  Post,  set 
up  near  unto  and  about  the  said  Canal,  Docks,  Ba- 
sons, or  Cuts  respectively,  or  about  aoy  Buildings 
erected  on  or  near  the  said  Canal,  &c.  or  shall  wil- 
fully extinguish  the  Lights  in  the  Lasps^  or  damage 
the  Iron  or  other  Furniture  thereof,  any  peiwn  wbp 
may  see  such  Ofieoce  cummitted,  or  any  other  per- 
son may  arrest  the  Offender  without  Warrant,  to 
convey  him  into  the  custody  of  a Pc^e-Officer,  in 
order  to  be  taken  before  aoy  J ustiqc  of  Peace,  for  the 
place  where  the  Offence  shall  'be  - committed,  whp 
may  convict  the  Offender,  and  punif^  him  by  ^ 
penalty  not  exceeding  40s.  for  cat^  l#tmp,  Lmnp- 
Iron,  bee.  so  damaged,  or  for  every  Light  ex^- 
guiblicd  ; and  the  Offender  shall  also  make  satis&c- 
tlon  to  the  Parties  injured,  for  the  dama^^e  so  dpne, 
or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  thirty  days.  § 106. 

The 
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The  Master  or  Owner  of  any  Vessel,  or  of  any 
K{»ft  or  Float  of  Tiniber,  is  made  answerable  for  da> 
mage  or  mischief,  done  by  such  Vessel,  Raft,  or 
Float,  or  any  of  the  Watermen  belonging  to  the  same, 
to  the  Canal,  Pocks,  or' Works;  or  to  any  of -the 
Sluices,  &c.  or  by  lading  or  unlading  any  Vessel ; 
and  for  any  Trespass  or  Damage  done  to  the  Owners 
or  Occupiers  of  any  Buildings,  Wears,  or  Lands,  ad- 
joining the  said  Canal,  &c.  by  leaving  oj>en  Gates  or 
otherwise,  or  by  any  other  Trespass  whatsoever ; 
such  Damages  to  be  recovered  of  the  Owner,  &c.  in 
any  Court  of  Record,  with  full  Costs  of  Suit ; and 
the  Servants  shall  be  liable  to  repay  such  Damages, 
&c.  to  their  Master  or  Employer.  ^ 107. 

Penalties  under  this  Act  (except  where  otherwise 
spcciScaliy  directed)  are  recoverable  before  one  Justice 
of  Peace,  and  may  be  mitigated  to  one  half. — An  Ap- 
peal is  given  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. — Penalties  may 
be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale,  and  on  default  of 
sufficient  Distress,  the  Offender  may  be  imprisoned 
six  motubs. 

'J'hus  wc  see  from  the  multitude  of  new  Offices, 
which  h»ve  been  recently,  created,  how  ne«ss^y  it 
will  be  to  have  a vigilant  J^olice  to  carry  .these  I^ws 
into  effeejt,  .without  which  been  hcr^etoforc  the 

many  excellent  provisions  jwpuid  become  a Dead 
4,buses  would  multiply  in  proportion  as 
Trade,  Commerce,  and  Improvements,  are  extended. 

VI.  Of 
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VI,  Of  the  Statutes,  reguJatma  the  Navigation  of  the 
Thames,  Westward  of  Loudon. 

Tl>e  firat  Statute  applicable  to  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, appears  to  have  been  passed  in  the  year  l605, 
(3  Jac.  I.  cap.  20,)  and  wliich  was  entitled  “ An 
Act  for  clearing  the  Passage  by  Water  from  London 
• to  and  beyond  the  City  of  Oxford."  In  the  preamble 
to  this  Statute  it  is  stated,  That  the  River-Thames 
was  then  navigable  from  London  till  within  a few 
miles  of  Oxford,  and  that  by  removing  some  few  ob- 
structions, it  might  be  made  navigable  not  only  to 
Oxford,  but  to- certain  parts  of  that  County,  and  the 
Counties  of  Berkshire,  If  iUshire,  and  Glmuester shire, 
“ which  would  redound  to  the  great  commodity, 
ease,  benefit,  and  enrichment  of  the  said  Counties,” 

. — “ and  be  a great  help  to  the  bettering  the  High- 
ways,” by  decreasing  the  Travelling  thereon.  Eigh- 
teen Commissioners  were,  therefore,  appointed,  vi®. 
One  for  the  University,  One  for  the  City,  and  Four 
for  the  County  of  Oxford,  and  Four  for  each  of  the 
three  other  Counties,  to  manage  the  Navigation,  and 
lay  an  Assessment  on  all  such  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Counties,  as  should  receive  benefit  thereby. 

This  Act  being  found  insufficient  was  repealed 
(A.  D.  1623)  by  the  Act  21  Jac.  I.  cap.  32,  by 
which  other  provisions  were  enacted  for  attaining  the 
same  purposes. 

This 
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This  Act  is  entitled  “ An  Act  for  making  the  ■ 
River  Thames  navigable  for  Barges,  Boats,  and 
Lighters,  from  the  Village  of  Bcrcot  in  the  bounty- 
of  Oxon,  unto  the  University  and  City  of  Oxon.” — 
It  recites,  That  the  effecting  this  Navigation  would 
be  very  convenient  for  conveying  the  stone  from 
Bullington  Quarry  to  London,  for  supplying  Oxford 
with  Coals  and  Fuel,  and  for  preserving  the  High- 
ways ; Eight  Commissioners  are,  therefore,  ap- 
pointed to  dbnduet  this  part  of  the  Navigation,  and 
to  raise  the  sum  necessary  for  a Tax  on  the  City  and 
University ^of  Oxford;  A special  provision  is  in- 
serted in  the  Act,  that  the  course  and  channel  of  the 
Thames  shall  not  be  diverted,  and  Licence  is  given 
to  Bargemen,  &c.  as  the  passage  from  Bercot  to  Ox- 
ford is  against  the  stream,  to  hale  their  Barges  by 
Winches,  Ropes,  and  Engines,  worked  by  men  and 
horses  on  the  banks  of  the  River. 

The  powers  of  the  Commissioners  under  this  Act 
are  by  § 22  of  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  51.  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames 
and  Isis  appointed  under  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  stated 
at  length  in  the  subsequent  ptages. 

In  the  year  1695,  an  Act  was  passed  (6  and  7 Wil- 
liam III.  cap.  16,)  “ to  prevent  exactions  of  the 
Occupiers  of  Locks,  and  Wears  upon  the  River  of 
Thames,  Westward,  and  for  ascertaining  the  Rates 
of  Water-carriage  upon  the  said  River.”  The  pre- 
amble to  this  Act  recites,  “ That  the  Rivers  of 
Thames  and  Isis,  had  time  out  of  mind  been  naviga- 
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We  from  London  to  Bercot  in  Oxfordshire,  and  from 
thence  for  some  years'past, somewhat  further  than  Lech- 
Jade  in  Gloucestershire,  and  that  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Navigation,  there  had  been  several  Locks, 
Flood-Gates,  &c.  on  the  said  Rivers,  the  Tenants 
and  Occupiers  of  which,  were  entitled  to  take  a 
reasonable  price  for  all  Vessels  using  the  same,  for 
their  assistance  in  their  paSvSage  ; but  that  of  late 
years  they  had  raised  their  prices  so  high,  that  the 
price  of  Water-carriage  had  also  been  much  raised, 
and  that  several  abuses  had  been  committed  by  the 
Bargemen  on  the  Rivers 

The  Justices  of  Peace  of  the  Counties  of  Wilts, 
GIoucester,Oxfor(l,Derks,2inABucks,'XCTt,hy  the  Act, 
appointed  Commissioners,  to  make  orders  for  ascer- 
taining the  prices  to  be  paid  by  Boats  for  the  use  of 
the  Locks ; and  for  regulating  the  Navigation.  A 
reservation  was  made,  in  favour  of  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  preceding  Act,  21  Jac.  I. 
cap.  32,  and  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  London 
and  other  Corporations. 

This  Act,  which  was  passed  for  nine  years,  was 
revived  and  amended  by  the  Statute  3 Geo.  II.  c.  11. 
and  further  continued  by  § 1 of  22  Geo.  Jl.  c.  46  ; 
But  at  length  was  repealed  by  the  Act  next  men- 
tioned. 

The  Statute  2 t Geo.  II.  cap.  8,  was  passed  in  the 
year  1751,  “ for  the  better  carrying  on  and  regula- 
ting the  Navigation  of  the  Rivers  'Thames  and  Isis, 
from  London,  \\^estward,  to  Cricklade  in  Wiltshire  j’* 

by 
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by  this  Act  all  persons  rated  to  the  Land-Tax,  fof- 
]00/.  a year  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Siury, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Oxford,  Gloucester,  and  Pf'ilts,  with  the 
Vice  Chancellor  and  Heads  of  Colleges,  in  Oxford, 
and  the  Mayors  of  Corporation  and  Borough -tow ns 
lying  on  the  said  Rivers,  were  made  Commissioners 
for  carrying  the  Act  into  execution ; and  divers 
powers  were  conferred  on  them  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  almost  all  of  which  were  virtually  annulled  or 
suspended  by  a subsequent  Act  in  the  year  1771. 

One  provision  in  this  Act  appears,  however,  to  be 
still  in  force,  and  to  which  it  may  be  doing  the 
Public  service,  to  draw  the  attention  ofMagistrates. 

“ Any  Bargeman,  Boatman,  or  other  persdn,  being 
part  of  the  Crew  of  any  Barge,  &c.  stealing,  selling, 
consuming,  adulterating,  or  embezzling  any  Cyder, 
8cc.  Coals,  Wheat,  or  other  Goods,  part  of  the 
Freight  of  such  Barge,  &c.  shall  forfeit  40j.  And 
in  default  of  immediate  payment  thereof  be  com- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Correction,  not  exceeding  two 
months,  by  any  one  Justice,  for  the  County  wherein, 
or  adjoining  to  the  place  where  the  Offence  is  com- 
mitted, '24  Geo.  II.  cap.  8.  § 15.” 

The  subsequent  Acts  are  to  be  considered  under 
the  two  following  Heads ; 

First,  As  they  respect  the  Jurisdiction,  West  of 
the  City  Boundary  at  Staines’-Bridge. 

Secondly,  As  they  respect  the  Conservatorial  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  City,  of  London. 

5 First  4 
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First:  In  the  year  1771,  an  Act  was  passed 
1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  under  which  (as  c.\plained  by 
the  Statutes  13  Geo.  III.  cap.  11.;  28  Geo.  III. 
cap.  51  ; and  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  I06.)  the  Navigation 
W estward  of  the  City  Boundary,  near  Staincs’- 
Bridge,  is  now  regulated. 

By  this  Act,  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  the  Navigation 
of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  7i«,  from  London  to  Crick- 
laJc  in  Wiltshire,  was  divided  into  six  Districts,  viz: 

1st.  District  between  London  and  the  City-stone 
above  Staines' -Bridge. 

2d.  District  between  the  City -Stone  and  Boul- 
ter's Lock. 

3d.  District  between  Boulter's  Lock  and  Maple- 
Durham. 

4th.  District  between  Maph-Durham  and  Shil- 
Imgford. 

5th.  District  between  Shillmgford  and  Oxford. 

6th.  District  between  Oxford  and  Cricklade. 

In  this  Statute  there  was  a saving  of  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  City  of  London  : and  the  Commissioners 
under  the  Act  were  prohibited  from  erecting  Wears, 
Toll-Gates,  See.  within  the  City  Jurisdiction.  And 
as  the  management  of  the  first  of  the  above  Districts 
is  now  vested  wholly  in  the  Corporation  of  London, 
by  the  Statutes  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ql,and  17GCO.III. 
cap.  1 8,  the  detail  of  the  provisions  of  those  Acts, 
and  of  thp  penalties  imposed  by  tbem,  shall  imme- 
diately 
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djiately' follow  that  of  the  Act  11  Geo.  HI.  cap.  45. 
and  its  explanatory  Acts;  of  which  the  following  are 
the  most  iateresting  particulars. 

The  Act  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  sets  out  with  recit- 
ing, that  the  Commissioners  under  the  former  Act, 
24  Geo.  II.  cap.  8.  for  want  of  proper  powers,  had 
not  been  able  to  prevent  frequent  abuses  and  exac- 
tions by  the  Owners  of  Towing-paths,  Locks,  Flood- 
Gates,  &c.  and  by  the  Barge-Masters  and  their  Ser- 
vants ; by  reason  of-w’hich,  the  price  of  Water-car- 
riage was  much  raised,  and  the  Navigation  greatly 
damaged ; — And  that  the  expence  necessary  to  make 
Turnpikes,  Embankments, Towing-paths, andBridges, 
over  small  Streams,  emptying  themselves  into  the 
Rivers,  in  order  to  complete  the  Navigation  would 
amount  to  a large  sum  of  money  ; 

For  completing  the  Navigation,  and  preventing 
Abuses  in  future.  Commissioners  were  appointed — 
who  now  (by  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106.)  must  consist  of 
the  following  description  of  persons,  viz  : 

The  members  of  Parliament  for  the  Counties  of 
tViUs,  Gloticestery  Oxford,  Berks,  and  Bucks,  and  all 
Cities  and  Towns  therein  ; for  the  University  of 
Osford,  for  the  Counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surry,  and 
for  London,  Westminster,  and  Southwark : — ^The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London  ; — The  Vice  Chan- 
cellor, and  Heads  of  the  Colleges  of  Oxford ; — Dean 
and  Canons  of  Christ-Church,  and  of  Windsor ; — Pror 
vost  and  Fellows  of  Eton : — ^The  Rectors  and  Incum- 
bents of  the  Parishes  bordering  on  the  Thames  and 
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Ishy  on  both  sides,  from  Staines  to  Cricklade  The. 
Mayors  and  Recorders  of  Oxford,  Abingdon,  Walling- 
'ford,  Reading,  Henley,  Maidenhead  and  Windsor  - 
The  senior  Bridge-Warden  of  Great  Marlow  ; — ^The 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  Windsor  Castle 
Every  person  seized  in  his  own  right,  or  in  right  of  bis 
Wife,  of  Freehold  or  Copyhold  Lands,  &c.  of  lOO/. 
a year,  in  the  five  Counties  above-named,  or  being 
Heir  apparent  to  200/.  a year  ; — Every  person,  re- 
siding in  cither  of  the  said  Counties,  having,  or 
being  Heir  apparent  to.  Freehold  and  Copyhold 
Land,  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain  to  that-  amount,  or 
possessed  of  a personal  Estate  of  3000/.— or  finally, 
being  a Holder  of  Loans  on  the  Navigation,  to  the 
amount  of  500/.  Acting  without  being  qualified,  in- 
curs a penalty  of  200/. 

The  Commissioners  arc  by  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45. 
enabled  to  borrow  50,000/.  and  by  28  Geo.  III. 
cap.  51.  25,000/.  more;  by  this  latter  Act,  and 
35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106,  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  exercise  of 
their  powers,  as  relates  to  the  management  of  these 
Funds,  are  regulated  and  aseertained  ; the  Tolls  and 
Works  arc  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  and  they  are 
enabled  to  bring  and  defend  Actions,  in  the  name  of 
their  Treasurer,  or  General  Clerk  ; and  to  make  Bye- 
laws, with  Penalties  not  cxeeeding  lo/.  to  enforce 
their  regulations,  in  the  several  particulars,  within 
their  Jurisdiction. 

Under  the  several  Acts  already  quoted,  the  Com- 
missioners 
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hiisSloncrs  are  enabled  to  purchase  Houses  or  Lands, 
for  making  Towing-paths,  Banks,  Roads,  Bridges, 

Ferries,  &c.  to  purchase  and  make  Wharfs,  Locks, 
Flood-Gates,  &c.  to  make  pound  Locks,  or  Turn- 
pikes, to  settle  the  Rates  to  ke  taken  from  all  Barges, 
for  the  use  of  the  Towing-paths,  &c.  either  by  men 
or  horses,  or  for  passing  through,  or  using  pound 
Locks,  Wears,  Ferries,  &c.  to  distrain  for  Tolls,  and 
to  let  them  ; to  make  Orders  and  Regulations  as  to 
the  size  and  draught  of  Barges ; to  settle  proper 
gages  in  the  sides  thereof,  and  how  deep  they  shall- 
lade,  so  as  not  to  draw  more  than  their  proper  depth 
of  water,  not  exceeding  three  feet  ten  inches  in  any 
case  ; as  also  to  make  all  other  necessary  Rates, 

Rules,  and  Regulations,  concerning  the  Navigation, 
the  use  of  the  Towing-Paths,  the  management  of 
Flood-Gates,  the  opening  and  shutting  thereof^  and 
the  making  satisfaction  to  Millers  and  Land-Owners, 

&c.  for  damages  occasioned  by  their  neglect,  and  as 
to  the  behaviour  of  Bargemen,  &c.  so  as  to  remedy 
all  Abuses  whatever,  committed  in  the  Navigation  ; 
but  not  to  divert  the  course  of  the  River. 

K 

The  price  of  Lockage  is  not  to  exceed  four-periu 
per  Ton  per  Lock,  and  is  to  be  fixed  up  at  each  Lock ; 
as  the  price  of  towing  is  to  be,  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  each  Fare.  The  Commissioners  are  em- 
powered to  oblige  persons  to  keep  their  Locks, 

Wears,'  Ditches,  and  Drains,  in  repair  ; and,  on  non- 
compliance,  the  Commissioners  may  repair  the  same, 
and  levy  the  expence  by  Distress  and  Sale  on  the 
• ■ ' I I 2 • Owner, 
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Owner.  They  are  to  fix  Water-marks  on  each 
Lock  or  Wear,  below  or  above  which,  no  Ownor 
thereof  shall  let  the  Water  fall  or  rise,  unless  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  of  the  Locks  or  Mills,  or  for 
fishing  at  proper  seasons : A Penalty  of  50l.  is  im- 
posed on  all  persons  acting  contrary  to  the  above 
directions,  by  ^9  of  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45. 

By  §4  of  15  Geo.  III.  cap^  12.  a Penalty  of  lOl.  is 
imposed  on  the  Tenants  or  persons  intrusted  with  the 
opening  and  shutting  of  old  Locks,  Flood-gates,  &c, 
who  shall  neglect  to  open  the  same,  whenever  the 
Water  is  above  the  High-water  Mark,  and  to  keep 
them  open,  until  the  Water  is  sunk  below  such 
Mark. 

For  the  purpose  of  fixing  these  Water-marks,  and 
keeping  the  Locks  in  repair,  the  Commissioners  are 
authorised  and  direeted  to  take  views,  and  receive  in- 
formation on  Oath,  from  time  to  time : And  a Pe- 
nalty not  exceeding  50/.  nor  less  than  lO/.  is  im- 
posed on  Occupiers  or  Owners  of  Locks,  &c.  remov- 
ing the  Water-marks  set  by  the  Commissioners. 
1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  ^ 20. 

On  complaint  that  the  Water  runs  over  the  Wa- 
ter-mark, and  that  Meadows  are  in  danger  of  being 
overflowed,  two  Commissioners  may  order  the  Oc- 
cupiers, &c.  of  Locks,  to  open  the  same ; and  ascer- 
tain the  satisfaction  due  for  the  damage  occasioned  b]t 
overflowing  ; and  the  Tenants  or  Occupiers  of  su(^ 
Locks,  &c.  not  paying  such  compensation  within, 
three  days,  shall  forfeit  40r.  over  and  above  the  sum 
ordered  to  be  paid.  1 1 Gca  III.  cap.  45.  § 21. 

^ The 
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The  Commissioners  are  directed  to  keep  up  a pro- 
per head  of  Water,  for  working  Mills,  &c.  adjoining 
to  ‘Locks,  &c.  and  in  case  of  deficiency,  in  so  doing, 
or  in  repairing  the  Locks,  See.  the  Owner  may  apply 
to  two  Justices,  to  view  the  Locks,  &c.  out  of  repair, 
who  shall  certify  what  repairs  are  necessary,  to  the 
Commissioners  ; and  on  their  not  repairing,  the 
Owner  may  repair,  and  recover  the  amount  from  the 
Commissioners,  or  receive  the  Tolls  at  the  Lock,  till 
he  is  reimbursed.  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap,  45.  § 1 1. 

The  Commissioners  are  empowered  from  time  to 
time,  to  fix  the  llatcs  of  Carriage  of  all  Goods,  in 
Barges,  and  the  Fares  for  the  use  of  Horses,  from  one 
place  to  another  on  the  said  Rivers  ; such  Rates  to 
be  stuck  up  at  the  Locks,  and  at  Market-places, 
Church-doors,  &c.  and  published  in  the  Newspapers : 
a Penalty  of  20/.  is  imposed  on  Proprietors  of  Barges, 
taking  more  than  their  Fares  so  fixed,  after  twenty 
days  from  the  publication  thereof ; and  50/.  on  any 
person  acting  contrary  to  any  Rules  or  Orders,  made 
by  (he  Commissioners.  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  § 14. 

Great  Nuisances  and  Damages  having  happened 
on  the  said  Navigation,  to  light-laden  Vessels,  by 
Timber  and  deep-laden  Vessels,  lying  across  or 
aground  in  the  Rivers,  and  by  Stones,  Dung,  and 
other  Nuisances,  lying  on  the  Towing-paths,  and 
obstructing  the  passage  of  such  light-laden  Vessels, 
any  one  Commissioner,  on  his  own  view,  or  on  com- 
plaint may  (by  warrant  under  bis  hand  and  seal)  order 
the  Proprietor  of  such  Timber,  &c.  and  the  Owners 
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and  Navigators  of  such  deep-laden  Barges,  to  re- 
move such  Obstructions,  by  carrying  away  the  Tim- 
ber, &c.  or  lightening  the  Vessels,  so  as  to  suffer  the 
light-laden  Vessels  to  pass  ; and  on  non-compliance, 
,nay  levy  on  the  Offender  s Goods,  or  on  the  Tackle 
of  the  Barge,  such  Penally,  not  exceeding  10/.  nor 
less  than  40r.  as  he  shall  think  adequate  to  the  Da- 
mage suftbred  by  the  Owner  of  such  light-laden  Ves- 
sel. 1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  § 22. 

No  person  whatever  shall  anchor  or  moor,  or  lie 
xvithin  any  Barge,  Boat,  or  Vessel,  in  any  part  of 
Ta/>Utv  MiH  Stream,  between  the  Lock  in  the  said 
Stream,  and  Clemash  Meadows,  under  Penalty  of  5/. 
on  the  Owner  or  person  having  the  conduct  of  such 

Barge.  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  pi'  § 

All  Wharfingers  on  the  Banks  of  the  Rivers,  are 
directed  to  keep  regular  Entries  of  all  Goods  brought 
to  their  Wharfs  for  Carriage,  and  to  give  Receipts 
for  the  same  if  required ; and  every  Bargemaster  is 
to  lade  and  forward  the  same,  according  to  priority 
of  Entry  in  the  Wharfinger’s  Book,  without  any  un- 
true preference,  except  in  case  of  Goods  of  a perish- 
able nature  ; under  Penalties  not  exceeding  bl.  nor 
less  than  20s,  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  ^ 25,  21. 

Barge-Masters  and  Owners  of  Vessels,  are  made, 
liable,  in  Actions  of  Trespass,  &c.  for  any  Damage  or, 
Mischief  done  or  committed  by  their  Vessel,  or  by. 
the  Crew,  cither  to  the  Goods  laden  on  board  such. 
Vessel  ; or  to  the  Property  of  Persons  in  or  on  the 

Banks  of  the  River.  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  § 38. 

' Barges 
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Barges  laden  with  Manure  are  exempted  from 
Tolls;  and  a Penalty  not  exceeding  lo/.  is  imposed 
on  persons  claiming  any  exemption  not  being  en- 
titled thereto.  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  51.  § 9,  10. 

By  § 1 1 of  the  same  Act,  (28  Geo.  III.)  jiersons  pas- 
sing, or  attempting  to  pass,  any  Locks  without  paying 
Tolls,  shall  forfeit  lO/.  over  and  above  the  Tolls ; and 
may  be  apprehended  and  taken  before  a Justice,  who 
may  levy  the  Penalties  by  Distress  on  ihcTackle  of  the 
Vessel,  or  commit  the  Offender  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection for  three  months. 

By  § 13‘  of  that  Act,  every  Vessel  laden  with 
Goods,  is  to  have  full  two  inches  of  clear  board  in  the 
shallowest  part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of 
the  IVater;  under  Penalty  of  20l.  on  the  Owner  or 
Person  navigating  the  Barge. 

By.§  15,  of  that  Act,  every  Barge  drawing  more 
than  three  feet  ten  inches  Water,  or  more  than  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  allowed  by  the  Commissioners, 
or  not  having  two  inches  clear  board,  in  the  shal- 
lowest part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of  the 
Water,  shall  pay  double  Tolls^  and  may  be  removed 
out  of  the  navigable  Channel,  until  lightened  and  re- 
duced to  its  .proper  draft  of  Water.  : 

The  thirty-second  Section  of  the  Act,  35  Geo.  III. 
cap.  106.  deserves  particular  attention.  It  recites. 
That  “ the  Navigation  of  the'  Rivers  Thames  and 
Isis,  had  long  been  a very  useful  Channel  of  Convey- 
ance for  cumbrous  and  heavy  Goods,  between  seve- 
ral inland  Counties ; that  the  Commerce  of  the  said 

River 
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River  bad  of  late  increased,  and  was  atUl  iocreasing, 
means  of  several  Canals  vahith  communicate  vaith  the 
Rivers  Thames  and  /w,  between  Cricklade  and  the 
Port  of  London,  so  that  it  is  bccon)e  essentially  neces^ 
sary  for  these  purposes,  and  to  accommodate  the  ge- 
nera] Commerce  of  the  Ringdom,  tbat  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  said  Rivers  should  be  rendered  taf^  osy* 
certain,  at  as  little  ck pence  as  possible;  and  that  the 
several  persons  interested  by  residence  or  mercant^ 
Undertakings,  as  well  as  the  Public  at  large,  sbonld 
be  thoroughly  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
measures  taken,  and  the  sums  expended,  for  the 
preservation  and  improvement  of  the  aaid  NavU 
gation 

The  Commissionere  are  therefore  required  to  make 
out,  annually,an  account  up  to  the  31st  of  December, 
of  all  Money  borrowed,  and  Tolls  received,  and  of 
all  Payments  and  Disbursements  made,respectingthe 
said  Navigation,  to  be  signed  by  seven  Cmnmission- 
ers,  and  the  General  Clerk,  and  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  I^rliament,  between  the  1st  and  loth  of 
February  each  year,  or  within  ten  days  of  the  next 
sitting  after  those  days : A Copy  of  the  Accounts 
is  also  be  inserted  in  the  Otford  and  Reading  News- 
papers, and  presented  to  the  Epiphany  Quarter  Ses- 
sions for  the  Counties  of  Otrftrd,  Berks,  and  Bueke, 

• By  % M and  !U  of  28  Geo.  HI.  tap.  51,  AM 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  under  that,  or  any  of  the 
preceding  Acts,  or  inflicted  by  the  Comnusaionem^ 
be  recovered  in  a summaiy  way,  beftm  one 

Justice 

A 

Digitized  by  Googl 


axTeji  Fozacx.' 


480 


Jastiec  f0t  tJie  County  where  the  Offence  is  com- 
iftitte^j  or  before  any  three  Commisaoncrs  at  a 
District  Meeting ; and  be  levied  by  Distress  and 
Sale ; with  an  appeal  to  the  General  Meetings,  or 
to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

By§  35  of  the  Act  35  Geo.  in.  cap.  106,  Juris- 
diction is  given  to  the  Jostioes  of  the  Peace,  residing 
and  acting  for  the  Countira  adjoining  the  Rivera,  to 
take  cognizance  of  any  Complaint  respecting  any 
Offence  committed  on  the  said  Rivera,  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  by  the  Warrant  of  any  sucb  Justice, 
the  Offender  shall  be  apprehended,  if  found  m ike 
jaid  Rivers  or  any  part  thereof  and  taken  before 
such  Justice;  who  may  examine  into  and  determine 
on  the  said  Offence,  and  order  the  same  to  be 
punished,  as  if  the  Offence  had  been  committed, 
and  fhe  Offender  apprehendfed,  within  the  County 
for  which  the  Justice  is  empowered  to  act. 


Secondly.  'The  furUd'tcUon  of  the  City  of  London 

on  this  part  of  the  Thames,  is  next  to  he  eonddered. 

This  is  regubted  in  the  first  place,  by  the  Act 
passed  in  the  year  1774>  (14  Ga>.  III.  cap.  01.) 
the  Preamble  to  which  recites,  the  Conservatorial 
Jurisdiction  of  the  City  on  the  River,  (within  the 
limits  repeatedly  stated  'in  this  Work :)  It  also 
recites  the  Act  of  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  with  the  reser- 
vatbns  therein  mentioned  of  the  City  Jurisdiction  ; 
and  states,  that  the  Gommiasioners  under  that  Act» 
c ....  being 
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being  so  restrained  from  exercisihg;-«ome.‘pf  -iheir 
principal  authorities  within  the  City  District,  had  not 
attempted  the  execution  of  the  Act  thete : — ^Thaf 
the  improvement  of  the  Na%Hgation  in  that  District 
would  be  of  great  public  utility  : — ^That  the  City 
were  willing  to  apply  10,000/.  if  necessary,  out  of 
their  own  Estates,  to  improve  the  Navigation,  with- 
out imjx)siiig  any  Tolls  within  their  Jurisdiction  : — • 
That  the  Powers  enjoyed  by  the  City,  were  not 
fuffieiently  cirectual  for  completing  the  Navigation  ; 
and  that  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Powers  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45, 
would  clash  with  those’ necessary  to  be  granted  to. 
tlicCity:  , , . t .. 

So  much  of  the  Act  1 1 Geo.. HI.  cap;  44;,  is  there- 
fore repealed,  as  gave  any,  jurisdietion  to  the  Com- 
missioiiers'umlcr  that  Act,  writhin  the  Chy'District. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen, 81x1  Commons  in  Cpmmon- 
Council  assembled, arc  authorised  to  improve  and  com- 
plete tbcNay,ig,aiion  within  the  Cit^  Jurisdiction,  and 
for  that  purpose,  to  appoint  a Committee  with  full 
Powers  : but  the  Members  of  which  must  not  have 
any  Office  or  Contract  under 'the  Act.  ’ 

Powers  arc  given  to  the  Common-Council  to 
make  such  (>rdcrs  as  to  the  purchase  of  Lands,  for 
Tmv in g Paths,  Wharfs,’  Locks,  &c.*a8  to  the  size 
and  drtuight  of  Vessels;  the  opening  rfnd  shutting 
Locks ; the  regulation  of  Barges  ; the  behaviour  of 
Bargemen  ; and  reparations  for  Damages  done,  &c; 
as  So  them  'shall  seem  meeSt  And  the  necessary 
'J  Clauses 
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Clauses  for  purchasing  and  conveying  of  Lands,  arc 
inserted  at  full  length.  . ' 

The  like  Powers  are  given  to  set  the  Fares  for 
Carriage  of  Goods,  and  the  use  of  Horses  within 
the  said  District,  by  the  Common-Council,  as  are 
given  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  1 1 Geo. 
III.  cap.  45  ; sanctioned  also  by  a Penalty  of  20l. 
on  persons  taking  more  than  the  Fares  so  set,  to  be 
recovered  in  a summary  way  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
.or  one  Alderman,  or  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Middlesex  or  Surry ; with  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions  in  London,  Middlesex,  of  Surry.  • • 

In  the  year  1777,  was  passed  the  Act,  (17  Geo; 
III.  cap.  18.)  “ for  enabling  the  City  of  London  to 
purchase  the  Tolls  then  payable  for  navigating  on 
the  Thames  westward  of  London  Bridge,  within 
th*  City  Liberties  and  for  laying  a small  Tollyc^ 
lieu  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  com- 
pleting the  said  Navigation.  ’ , . 

The  Preamble  to  this  Act,  recites  the  foregoing 
Act  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  Q4,  and  states,  that  the  City 
had  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That 
several  necessary  and  expensive  Works  had  .been 
performed  within  their  Jurisdiction  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Navigation,  and  reducing  the  expenccs 
thereof — that  the  City  had  applied  near  10,000f.  in 
jhis  service,  out  of  their  own  Estates,  but  found 
that  further  Works  were  still  necessary  to  improve 
jhe  Navigation,  the  probable  expence  of  which  had 
beep  estimated  at  8,000/.  more : besides  a consider- 
able 
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abfe  annual  expence  to  be  incurred  in  supporting  and 
repairing  the  Works — that  the  City  were  desirous  of 
being  enabled  to  purchase  the  existing  Tolls,  and 
proposed  that  they  fhould  then  cease,  as  they  appre- 
hended from  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the  said 
T'olls,  that  they  were  attended  with  great  inconve- 
niences to  the  Navigation  and  the  Public  : — And 
finally,  that  the  City  in  order  to  carry  the  good 
puqxjses  of  the  former  Act  into  execution,  to  enable 
them  to  purchase  the  existing  Tolls,  and  to  complete 
fhe  Navigation,  were  also  desirous  of  being  empow- 
ered to  lay  a small  To// in  lieu  of  the  old  Tolls  upon 
Barges  navigating  the  River  within  the  City  Juris- 
diction : 

Power  was  therefore  given  to  the  Corporation  to 
purchase  the  Old  Tolls  and  Duties  from  their 
Owners ; immediately  on  which  the  said  Tolls  were 
to  cease  and  determine. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  expences 
that  the  City  would  be  at,  in  inipt  oi’ing  and  completing 
the  said  Navigation,  and  for  keeping  the  Works  in 
repair,  and  in  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls  and  Duties  ; 
the  Corporation  is  empowered  and  authorised,  to 
demand  and  receive,  from  all  Barges  and  Vessels, 
(above  three  Tons  burthen,  and  not  being  Pleasure- 
boats,)  navigated  on  the  said  River,  or  on  any  part 
thereof,  between  London  Bridge  and  the  City  Stone 
above  Staines'  Bridge,  such  Tolls,  as  the  Corporation, 
(upon  due  consideration  of  the  expences  of  improving 
and  completing  the  said  Navigation,  and  purchasing 
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the  Old  Tolls,)  should  think  proper  ; not  exceeding 
the  following ; vix. 


ptr  Tern. 


For  all  Barges  or  Vessels  navigated  Westward  of 
London  Bridge  to  Strand~on-the-Green^  or  Brentford 

To  IsUworlhot  Richmond 

To  Twickenham  or  Teddington 

T o Kingston  or  Hampton-JVick 

To  Ditton,  Hampton-Court,  Moalsey,  or  Hampton  . 
To  Sunburj,  Wall  on,  Hawford,  Shcpperlon,  or 

tVey  bridge 

To  Chert sey  or  Laleham 

To  and  upwards 


The  said  Tolls  to  be  collected,  according  to 
Regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Corporation  ; and  in 
case  of  denial  of  payment,  to  be  recoverable  by 
Action,  in  any  Court  of  Record  ; or  by  seizing  and 
detaining  the  Vessels  till  payment ; or,  on  non-pay- 
ment within  four  days,  the  Vessel  to  be  appraised 
and  sold,  as  in  case  of  Distress  for  Rent. 

Every  Owner  of  any  Barge  or  Vessel  psssing  on 
the  River  Thames,  in  the  said  limits,  is  to  paint  his 
name  in  white  Capital  Letters,  six  inches  long,  on 
each  of  the  outsides  of  his  Barge,  higher  than  the 
same  shall  sink  into  the  water  when  full  laden : and 
also  permit  his  Barge  to  be  Measured  and  Gauged, 
and  marked  with  the  number  of  Tons  burthen,  at 
the  expence  of  the  City,  whenever  required ; under 
Penalty  of  AOs.  to  be  recovered  in  a aimmary  way  ’ 
by  infemnatioa  on  Oath  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  one 
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AHcrman,  or  one  Justice  of  Peace,  for  ’^Lddhsex, 
or  Surry,  and  leviable  by  Distress  and  Sale. 

The  Corporation  is  empowered  to  erect  Toll- 
gates  ; and  to  appoint  Collectors  of  the  Tolls,  who 
are  to  pay  the  same  into  the  Chamberlain’s  Office, 
and  account  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen  ; or  on  refusal 
to  account,  &c.  may  be  committed  to  Nengate,  or 
the  Common  Gaol  of  the  County,  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  or  one  Alderman,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
till  payment  or  composition  made. 

All  Monies  raised  by  Virtue  of  the  Act,  arc 
vested  in  the  Corporation,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  and  the  fonner  Act,  “ and  an  account 
of  the  said  Tolls  and  Duties  granted  by  this  Act, 
shall  be  annually  laid  before  Parliament.”  The  exe- 
cution of  which  latter  Clause,  is  no  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  than  by  the  foregoing  general  words. 

The  Corporation  is  empowered  to  borrow’  13,000/. 
on  the  Credit  of  the  Tolls,  and  to  assign  them  as 
a security  : or  to  grant  annuities,  chargeable  on  the 
produce  of  the  Tolls. 

The  Common-Council  may  appoint  Committees, 
to  carry  the  Act  into  execution,  the  Members  of 
which  must  not  hold  any  Place,  or  Contract,  under 
the  Act : — And  an  appeal  is  given  from  the  order  of 
any  Justice,  to  the  general  Quarter  Sessions  in  Lon- 
don, Middlesex,  or  Surry. 

' When  the  probable  amount  of  the  Tolls  thus 
granted  to  the  City,  is  taken  into  consideration, 
*h  the  time  (now  twenty-three  years)  elapsed 
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since  the  passing  the  last  'Act,  in  the  course  of 
which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  City  have  had 
ample  opportunity  for  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls, 
and  paying  off  any  incumbrance  caused  by  such 
purchase  ; It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  complaints 
should  exist,  of  defects  in  the  Navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  River  Thames,  so  peculiarly  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 

The  annual  receipt  of  these  Tolls,  ealculatedat  an 
average  of  Zd.  per  Ton  on  800,000  Tons,  will 
amount  to  10,000/.  It  has  been  loosely  stated,  (see 
Jages  312,  31 6,)  that  the  City  expend  in  repairing 
the  avenues  to  the  River,  and  Public  Stairs,  and 
Doc'fcs,  and  cleansing  the  River,  6,950/.  To  what 
part  of  the  River  this  applies,  is  not  very  clear  ; but 
the  folloviing  Extracts  from  a printed  jMcmorial,  are 
deserving  most  serious  attention  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  Public. — ^With  these  Extracts,  the  Author 
will  conclude  this  part  of  this  subject ; he  has  been 
induced  to  enlarge  on  it  more  particularly,  as  it  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Country,  and  as  the  Acts  abridged  and  digested  in 
the  preceding  pages,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
general  Editions  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  being  of  a 
local  and  confined  nature  ; the  insertion  of  all  the 
Acts  of  which  kind,  would  swell  our  Statute-book, 
perhaps,  to  nearly  twice  its  present  enormous  bulk.  ' 

The  Memorial  alluded  to,  (and  which  comes 
from  a body  of  persons  deeply  concerned  and  inte- 
rested in  the  Free  Navigation  of  the  River  Thames; 
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through  which  their  Barges  necessarily  pass,  ia  going 
to  and  from  their  respective  Rivers,)  represents  “ tha^ 
considerable  Shoals  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
and  continue  ia  dificreat  parts  of  the  fied  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  that  the  Towing  Pi«h  in  various 
places  is  suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  by  which  the 
iotercourse  between  the  lyietropolis  and  those  Canals, 
which  have  cost  the  Proprietors  mart  than  a Million 
of  Monej,  is  much  impeded  and  interrupted,  and 
for  a considerable  portion  of  the  year  entirely  pre- 
vented. 

“ One  considerable  Shoal  presents  itself  at  Sunbury^ 
(within  the  City  Jurisdiction,)  where  the  River,  m 
Summer  and  in  dry  Seasons  is  so  shallow,  that 
Barges  laden  only  three  feet  deep  are  incaptble  of 
passing ; and  at  such  times  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
see  thirty  or  more  Barges  detained  from  tea  to  twelve 
or  fourteen  days  ; and  higher  up,  where  the  River  is 
at  such  times  much  shallower.  Barges  arc  detained 
six  or  more  u etks  from  the  same  cause. 

" In  the  beginning  of  February  last,  dght  out  of 
twelve  Horses  that  were  drawing  two  Windsor 
Barges,  with  ninety  Tons  of  Goods  on  board,  were 
lost,  owing  entirely,  as  it  has  been  clearly  and  cir- 
cumstantially stated,  to  a deep  Slough  in  the  Tow- 
ing Path,  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  on  this 
side  Kingston  ; and  there  is  another  part  equally  de- 
fective near  the  Mouth  of  the  fVey,  Both  these 
"^aces  (being  within  the  City  Jurisdiction,)  have 
presented  to  an  Agent  for  the  City,  but 
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no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  Complaint,  nor  any 
remedy  applied.” 

To  show  the  importance  of  the  Navigation  of  the 
Thames  it  is  observed,  that  “ there  would  be  no  possi- 
bilityof  diffusing  over  the  interior  parts  of  the  Coun- 
try the  immense  quantity  of  Goods  brought  to  the  . 
Port  of  London,  by  the  East  and  West-India,  Baltic, 
Portugal,  and  Mediterranean  fleets,  but  by  the  me- 
dium of  that  River,  which  is  now  connected  by  Ca- 
nals, with  nearly  all  the  navigable  streams  in  the 
Kingdom.  Neither  could  the  produce  of  the  inte- 
rior and  distant  parts  of  the  Country,  the  Timber, 
Flour,  Malt,  Hops,  Bark,  and  numerous  other  arti- 
cles essential  to  the  Trade,  and  almost  to  the  exist- 
ence, of  the  Metropolis,  be  brought  in  quantities  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  necessities  of  its  immense  popu- 
lation, but  by  the  same  medium.”  This  observation 
is  fully  justified  and  confirmed  by  a clause  of  the 
Statute  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106.  already  quoted.* 

“ The  Goods  carried  by  the  Thames  and  Severn, 
Oxford,  Kennet,  Basingstoke,  and  Godaiming  Canals 
or  Rivers,  cannot  be  less  than  300,000  Tons  per 
annum  ; and  there  is  reason  to  believe  these  form 
little  more  than  a third  part  of  the  Goods  that  pass 
up  and  down  the  Thames,  and  if  the  Navigation  of 
that  River  were  to  be  put  into  as  safe  a state  as  it  is 
practicable  to  put  it,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Goods  now  carried  by  Waggons  to 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  would  be  sent 

♦ See  page  487  of  this  Chapter. 
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by  Water,  which  would  save  to  the  Country  the  pro- 
visioning of  many  thousand  horses,  and  consequently 
be  one  of  the  means  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of 
seasons  of  scarcity. 

“ Supposing  there  are  800,000  Tons  of  Goods  car- 
ried up  and  down  the  Thames  in  Barges  in  a year,  it 
will  amount  to  about  l6,000  Tons  per  week,  these 
employ  (at  forty  Horses  to  every  1000  Tons,)  about 
six  hundred  and  forty  Horses.  But  to  convey  1 6,000 
Tons  of  Goods  by  Land  every  week,  would  require 
four  thousand  of  our  largest  broad-wheel  Waggons, 
and  allowing  two  Horses  to  each  Ton,  the  usual 
average,  thirty-two  thousand  Horses. 

“ Another  circumstance,  only  inferior  in  its  conse- 
quence to  the  former,  is  the  great  saving  to  the 
Public,  produced  by  conveying  Goods  by  Water  in- 
stead of  Land-carriage.  Supposing  the  price  of 
Land-carriage  to  be  3/.  per  Ton  for  every  fifty  miles, 
and  the  price  of  Water-carriage  to  be  l/.  for  carrying 
Goods  the  same  distance ; the  ex  pence  of  convey- 
ing 10,000  Tons  of  Goods  by  Land,  would  be 
48,000/.;  by  Water  it  is  only  1 6,000/.  consequently 
the  Public  save  by  this  conveyance  3*2,000/.  per  week. 

“ A great  part  of  this  Saving  must  be  attributed  to 
the  different  Navigable  Canals  communicating  with  • 
the  Thames.  But  if  the  Bed  of  the  Thames  is  not 
kept  free,  and  of  a proper  depth,  so  that  the  Barges 
may  pass  with  case,  regularity  and  safety,  instead  of 
he  Trade  increasing  to  nearly  double  the  quantify', 

’ch,  if  projierly  encouraged,  may  reasonably  be 
cctcd,  more  than  half  oT  the  present  Trade  will 
1 be 
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be  lost ; many  Traders  choosing  rather  to  send  their 
Goods  by  Land,  ^t  triple  or  quadruple  the  expence, 
than  hazard  their  being  detained  on  their  passage. 

“To  these  important  nautical  considerations  is  to  be 
added,  the  loss  occasioned  to  the  Proprietors  of  the 
several  Can.'ds,  many  of  whom  have  embarked  a con- 
siderable part  of  their  fortunes  in  these  Undertakings, 
and  depend  upoa  their  success  for  their  future  sup- 
port ; but  as,  the  end  and  object  of  the  Proprietors 
was  to  obtain  ,a  free  and  safe  communication  by  Wa- 
ter with  London,  if  that  is  not  obtained,,  their  whole 
plan  becomes  abortive,  which  will  not  only  materially 
injure,  perhaps  j-uin  many  individuals,  but  will  ope- 
rate in  preventing  others  from  engaging  in  similar 
undertakings,  and  thus  eventually  prove  injurious  to 
the  Public.'’, 

It  has  been  already  stated,  (page  23,)  that  the 
Tonnage  below  London  Bridge,  of  Goods  Imported 
from  Foreign.  Parts,  and  brought  Coastwise,  may  be 
estimated  at  J,779,QpO  Tons.  From  the  foregoing 
Document  it  appears,  that  the  Trade  of  the  Upper 
Thames  extends  to  about  800,000  Tops  yearly.— 

To  enable  the  Reader  to  form  a conception  of  the 
astonishing  extent  of  the  whole,  the  following  Gene- 
ral Estimate  has  been  formed  : — 

Tons. 

Tonnage  of  Goods  imported  1,779,000 
Ditto  of  Goods  exported  ' 971,000 

2,750,000 

Tonnage  of  Qopds  Ifdmd  oa  the  Upper 

, Tbatnes  ' . .........  800,000 

Tdtal  - 3,5jiO,do» 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

4 Detail  of  such  Maritime  Regulations  and  Ofences, 
as  concern  not  only  the  River  Thames  in  particular^ 
but  all  the  Ports  of  England,  and  Nautical  Affairs 
in  general ; and  as  may  be  enforced  by  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  or  are  paiishahle  in  superior  Courts  of  Record. 

Of  the  employment  and  protection  of  Mariners  in 

general:— The  mode  of  governing  Seamen  in  the 
Royal  Navy  : — The  Ads  respecting  the  hiring  and 
service  of  Seamen  on  hoard  of  hderchant  Ships  j** 
Offences  of  Mariners  against  the  safety  of  Ships 
and  by  Rioting,  i^c.— Privileges  to  he  enjoyed  by  Ma- 
riners-, in  exemptions  from  being  impressed, &c.: — The 
establishment  of  Greenwich  Hospital  -,—As  also  the 
Charity  for  Seamen  in  the  Merchants^  Service 
Suggestions  for  the  relief  of  Mariners  against  impo* 
sitions  by.  Crimps,  and  Dealers  in  Seamens  Wages 
and  Prize -money  : — Of  Offences  in  Navigable 
Rivers: — The  Registering  Boats,  &c.  emph^ed 
thereon,  &c. — The  Duties  of  Masters  and  Owners  of 
Ships  under  the  Navigation  Acts: — As  respects 
the  Revenue  Laws-, — the  performance  of  Qua- 
rantine ; — the  sailing  and  keeping  with  Cottviy  ; — 
the  obtaining  Letters  of  Marque,  ^c.  ^c. 


O NE  of  the  first  Statutes  passed  r^)ccting  Naval 
Affairs  was  that  of  the  5 th  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  5. 
« touching  Politic  Constitutions  for  the  mainte- 
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nance  of  the  Navy.”  The  provisions  of  this  Statute 
are  now  in  general  expired ; or  by  the  change  in 
Manners,  and  the  many  subsequent  positive  Regula- 
tions, become  obsolete : Some  Clauses,  however,  of 
this.  Statute  deserve  notice,  in  a Treatise  of  this 
nature,  as  being  yet  actually  in  force. 

By  § 27  of  this  Act  (5  El}z.  cap.  5.)  the  Statute 
18  Henry  VI.  cap.  IQ.  “made  against  Soldiers  re- 
tained, which  depart  from  their  Captains  without  li- 
cence” is  extended  “ to  all ’and  every  Mariner  and 
Gunner  taking  prest  or  wages  to  serve  the  Queen’s 
Majesty,  her  Heirs  or  Successors;”  such  Desertion  is 
by  these  Acts  punished  as  a Felony  : but  this  Offence 
b now  most  usually  punished  under  the  Articles  of 
War. 

The  method  of  ordering  Seamen  in  the  Royal 
Fleet,  and  keeping  up  discipline  there,  is  directed  by 
certain  express  Rules,  Articles,  and  Orders,  first 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  Parliament  soon  after  the 
Restoration,  but  since  new- modelled  and  altered.  In 
^ 13th  year  of  King  Charles  II.  an  Act  passed  for 
the  regulating  the  Government  of  the  Fleet,  Statute 
13  Charles  II.  Statute  I,  cap.  Q.  which  was  repealed,^ 
by  the  Statute  22  Geo.  II.  cap.  33.  explained  and 
amended  by  Statute  IQ  Geo.  III.  cap.  17.  These  two 
latter  Statutes  contain  not  only  the  thirty-six  Articles 
of  War,  in  which  almost  eveiy  possible  Offence  is  ex- 
plicitly set  down,and  the  punishment  thereof  annexed, 
or  left  to  the  discretion  of  a Court-Martial ; but  also  , 
sundry  clauses  of  express; Rules  and  Orders,  for  as- 
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sembling  and  holding  Courte>Martud,  fer  the  trial  of 
the  Offences  specified  therein. 

The  mode  of  payment  of  the  Wages  of  petty  Offi— 
cers,  Seamen,  and  Marines,  is  ascertained  by  the 
Statutes  31  Cmk  II.  cap.  10.;  3 Gto.  lil.'caf.  16.;; 
26  Geo.  III.  cap.  63. ; and  32  Geo.  III.  caps.  33,  34, 
and  67. : And  by  the  Statute  35  Geo.  IH.  cap.  28. 
petty  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines  are  enabled  toi 
allot  part  of  their  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
Wives,  Children,  or  Mothers.  The  payment  of 
Prize-Money,  and  the  conduct  of  Prize  Agents  ia 
now  regulated  by  several  Sections  of  the  Prize-Act, 
33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  The  Rules  and  Restricclons> 
introduced  by  these  Acts  are  minute  and'  extensive,' 
and  may  be  found  stated,  with  great  accuracy  and 
precision,  in  Steele’s  Ship-Master's  Assistant.  ^ 

Of  the  ILrin^  and  Service  of  Seamen  in  Merchant- 

Ships. 

The  most  important  Statute  to  the  Master  atnf 
Mariners  of  Merchant-Vessels  in  general  is  the  Id' of 
Geo.  II.  cap.  80.  made  perpetual  by  2 'Geo.  111. 
cap.  31.  by  which  it  is  extended  to  the  American  Co-* 
Ibnies.  The  provisions  of  this  Statute  are  id^  addp^ 
ted  in  31  Geo.  III.  cap.  3Q.  with  respect  to  fhe  Coasts* 
ing  Trade,  with  some  trifling  variations. ^ 

This  Statute  2 Geo.  II.  cap'.  30.  is«  entitle  ‘“•Ani 
Act  for  the  better  regulation  and  govemmetit  of  Sea-* 
men  in  the  Merchant  Service;”  * • -* 
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The  Preamble,  which  may  ser\'e  to  shew  the  in- 
convenience the  Mercantile  Interest  is  in  general 
subject  to,  states  “ That  the  Welfare  and  Riches  of 
this  Kingdom  greatly  depend  on  the  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation thereof,  the  same  being  of  great  use  and  be- 
nefit, and  tending  very  much  to  enrich  the  Subjects 
thereof,  upon  which  great  numbers  of  Artificers  and 
Manufacturers’ Livelihoods  wholly  depend  ; and  that 
for  several  years  then  last  past,  the  Navigation  carried 
on  by  the  Merchants  to  parts  beyond  the  Seas,  had 
been  under  very  great  difficulties  and  expences,  by 
the  uncertainty  they  laboured  under,  by  Seamen  and 
Mariners,  who  shipped  themselves  on  board  Mer- 
chant Ships,  and  after»they  had  so  done  neglected 
their  duty  and  would  not  remain  on  board  the  Ships 
or  Vessels  to  discharge  their  duty  ; and  very  often 
when  Ships  and  Vessels  came  to  be  cleared  out,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  their  respective  Voyages,  the  Sea- 
men refused  to  proceed  with  them,  without  coming 
to  new  Agreements  for  increasing  their  Wages,  and 
many  of  them  would  leave  their  Ships  and  Vessels, 
and  not  proceed  on  their  Voyages,  which  put  the 
Owners  of  such  Ships  and  Vessels  to  great  trouble 
and  charges  to  get  other  Sailors  or  Mariners  in  their 
stead,  and  often  was  the  means  to  over^t  the 
Voyages -of  such  Ships  and  Vessels,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  Owners  and  Freighters  of  the  Goods 
on  board  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  ; and-  yet  such 
Seamen-  and  Mariners,  after  they  had  committed 
such  Offences  and  Disorders,  would  bring  Actions 
, 2 against 
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against  the  Owners  or  Masters  of  the  said  Ships  and 
Vessels  for  the  recovery  of  their  Wages,  from  the 
time  of  shipping  themselves  until  the  time  they  quit- 
ted  such  Ships  and  Vessels  : And  that  many  of  the 
said  Seamen  and  Mariners  would  neglect  their  duty 
when  on  board  at  Sea,  and  desert  their  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  Foreign  Parts,  which  put  the  said  Owners 
of  Ships  and  Vessels  to  very  great  difficulties  and  ex- 
penccs,  to  get  others  in  their  stead,  to  bring  their 
Ships  and  Vessels  home  ; and  afterwards  such  Sea- 
men and  Mariners  insisted  on  recovering  their 
Wages,  notwithstanding  their  voluntary  Desertion  5 
all  which  was  a great  discouragement  to  Trade  and 
Navigation 

To  prevent  such  practices  for  the  future,  the  fol- 
lowing Rules  and  Regulations  are  established  by  the 
Acts  above  quoted. 

Every  Seaman  shipping  himself  on  board  any  Mer- 
chant Vessel,  on  an  intctidcd  Voyage  to  parts  beyond 
Sea  (or  in  the  Qwsting  Trade)  shall  within  three 
days  (and  in  the  Coasting  Trade  upon  his  entering) 
sign  an  Agreement,  declaring  the  Wages  and  the 
Voyage : And  the  Master,  &c.  of  the  Ship  taking 
any  Seaman  to  Sea  (except  his  Apprentices)  without 
such  Agreement,  shall  forfeit  5/.  per  man  to  Green- 
wich Hospital ; recoverable  before  one  Justice,  by 
Distress  and  Sale. 

• On  the  arrival  of  any  Vessel  in  Great  Britain,  from 
parts  beyond  the  Seas,  Masters  shall  pay  the  Seamen 
-their  Wages  within  thirty  days,  (in  the  Coasting 
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Trade  within  five  days,)  after  the  Vessel’s  being  en- 
tered at  the  Custom-house  (except  a covenant  is  en- 
tered into  to  the  contrary,)  or  at  the  time  such  Sea- 
man shall  be  discharged,  which  shall  first  happen  ; 
(deducting  out  of  their  Wages  all  such  Penalties  as 
may  be  due  from  them,  for  breach  of  the  Laws;)  on 
Penalty  of  paying  to  such  Seaman  so  unpaid  20r. 
above  his  Wages,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  Wages. 

If  any  Seaman  shall  desert  or  refuse  to  proceed  on 
the  Voyage,  or  shall  desert  in  parts  beyond  the  Seas, 
after  having  signed  such  Contract,  he  shall  forfeit  all 
the  Wages  then  due  to  him  : [This  is  extended  to 
the  West-India  Trade,  by  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  73.}  i 

If  after  having  signed  such  Contract,  any  Seaman 
shall  desert  or  absent  himself  from  such  Ship,  and 
upon  being  apprehended  by  Warrant  of  a Justice  of 
Peace,  he  still  shall  refuse  to  proceed  on  the  Voyage, 
he  shall  be  committed  by  one  Justice  to  the  House 
of  Correction,  not  exceeding  thirty  days  nor  less  than 
fourteen. 

If  any  Seaman  shall  absent  himself  from  the  Vessel 
to  which  he  belongs,  without  leave  of  the  Master, 

• &c.  he  shall  for  every  day’s  absence  forfdt  two 
pay ; to  be  deducted  by  the  Master  at  the  time  of  bis 
paying  the  Seaman’s  Wages. 

If  any  Seaman  (not  entering  into  the  Service  of 
his  Majesty)  shall  * leave  the  Vessel  to  which  he  be- 
longs, before  he. shall  have  a.dischu*ge  in  writing 
from  the  Master,  &c*  he  sbaU  forfeit  one  month’s  pay. 
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The  Statute  37  CJco.  III.  cap.  73.  above  allnded  to 
was  passed  “ for  preventing  the  desertion  of  Seamed 
in  the  H^est-hului  Trade."  By  this  Act,  Ship-Mas-> 
ters  hiring  Seamen  who  have  deserted  from  any 
other  Ship  incur  a penalty  of  lOOA  They  arc  also 
prohibited  from  hiring  Seamen  in  the  West-Indies  at 
more  than  double  Wage.s  (unless  by  Licenee  of  tho 
Governor  of  the  Pl.ice,  &e.)  tinder  a like  penalty  of 
lOO/.  Every  Ship  trading  to  the  West-Indies  is  to 
have  an  Appitmticc  under  seventeen  years  of  age,  for 
every  lOO  Tons  burthen  ; such  Apprentice  to  be  en- 
rolled at  theCustom-house  of  the  Port  from  which  the 
Ship  clears  out,  on  penalty  of  \Oi.  Within  ten  days 
after  his  arrival  out  and  hpine,  the  Ship-Master  is  to 
deliver  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  a List  of  the  Crew 
on  board,  at  the  time  of  clearing  out  from  Great 
Britain,  and  at  the  umc  of  the  Ship's  arrival  abroad', 
of  all  having  deserted  or  died,  and  the  W'ages  due  at 
their  death  ; under  penalty  of  bol.  A penalty  of  lo^. 
is  imposed  on  Masters  refusing  to  grant  to  Sailors 
Certificates  of  their  Discharge. 

The  Penalties  under  this  Act,  are  recoverable  by 
Action  in  the  Superior  Courts ; or  those  not  exceed- 
ing ‘lOl.  before  any  one.  J ustice  of  Peace,  residing  not 
more  than  ten  miles  distant  from  the  party  com- 
phiined  of.  . 

Ill  order  to  interest  Sailors  in  the  return  of  Ships 
from  Porcign  Parts,  and  to  prevent  their  turning  pi- 
rates, it  had  many  years  before  been  enacted,  by  § 7 
of  8 Geo.  i.  cap.  24.  tliat  “ No  Master  or  Owner 
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of  a«y  Merchant  Ship  sbajil  pay  to  any  Seaman  be- 
yond the  Seas,  any  Money  Or  Effects  on  account^  of 
Wages,  exceeding  one  fnoiety  of  the  Wages  due  at 
the  time  of  such  payniect,  till  such  Ship  shall  return 
to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,”  on  penalty  of  double  the. 
Money  paid  ; to  be  recovered  in  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, at  the  suit  of  any  Informer.  , 

Offences  of  Mariners  agahisf  the  safety  of  Ships ; and 
by  Noting, 

By  Statute  11  and  23  Charles  II.  cap.  11.  (§ 

11,)  If  any  Mariner  or  inferior  Officers  of  any  Mer-> 
chant~Ship,  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  defend  the  Sh^,, 
or  utter  Words  to  discourage  others  from  doing  sOy 
every  Mariner,  8cc.  so  behaving,  shall  lose,  all  his 
Wages,  and  all  such  Goods  as  be  may  have  io  the 
Ship,  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  six  monffis. 
Every  Mariner  who  shall  lay  violent  handr  on  hi;$ 
Commander,  to  hinder  hin)  from  fighting 
of  his  Ship  and  Goods,  shall,  suffer  Death  asa-Felon. 

The  burning,  destroying,  or  casting  away  of  any 
Ship  to  the  prejudice  of  the, Owners,  Freighters,,  op 
Underwriters,  is  made  a capital  Felony  by  the  above 
Act,  and  by  the  Acts  1 Ann.  Statute  2.  cap-  9,  ^ 
4 Geo.  I.  cap.  12:  as  is  also  the  maliciously  burning 
or  setting  fire,  to  any  Ship,  Iveel,  or  other  Vessel,  by 
any  Seaman,  Keelman,  Caster,  .Ship- Carpenter  or 
other  person>  by  33  Geo.  III.  o^p,  67  ; and  the  da- 
maging or  destroying  any  Ydasel^by  such  S^man, 
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Kcclman,  Sec.  is,  by  the  same  Act,  punishable  with 
Transportation  for  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than 
fourteen  years. 

By  the  same  Act  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  67,  If  any  three 
or  more  Seamen,  Kcelmen,  Casters,  Ship-Carpenters, 
or  others,  riotously  assembled,  shall  unlawfully  ob- 
struct the  lading  or  unlading,  or  the  sailing  of  any 
Ship,  Keel,  or  V'^essel,  or  forcibly  board  any  Ship  for 
that  purpose,  the  Offenders  shall,  on  conviction  at 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  six 
months  nor  more  than  twelve.  The  same  punish- 
ment is  inflicted  on  Seamen,  Keelmen,  &c.  unlaw- 
fully obstructing  their  Fellows  from  working,  or  as- 
saulting or  committing  any  violence  on  them,  to  pre- 
vent or  deter  them  from  working.  A second  Offence 
in  cither  case  subjects  the  Party  to  Transportation  for 
not  less  than  seven  years  nor  more  than  fourteen. 

By  the  Statute  1 Geo.  I.  Statute  2.  cap.  25.  recit- 
ing “ That  Fightings,  Quarrellings,  and  Distur- 
bances often  happened  in  his  Majesty’s  Yards,  Offi- 
ces, and  Stores,  and  on  Pay-days  at  London,  Ports—' 
mmtth,  &c.  by  the  unreasonable  turbulency  of  Sea- 
men and  others  : which  inconveniences  required  a 
Speedier  remedy  than  the  ordinary  course  of  Justice, 
the  parties  offending  being  many  times  bound  to 
Sea  authority  is  given  to  the  Treasurer,  Comptrol- 
ler, Surveyor,  Clerk  of  the  Acts,  and  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  punish  any  per- 
son making  a disturbance,  fighting  or  quarrelling  in 
^y  of  his  Majesty’s  Yards,  Stores  or  Offices,  at  Pay- 
days, 
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days,  or  on  other  occasions  relating  to  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice ; either  by  fine,  not  exceeding  20s.  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  week ; or,  for  non-payment 
of  the  fine,  to  send  the  party  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion for  two  months.  And  (where  greater  example 
or  punishment  is  needful,)  the  said  Officers  and 
Commissioners  may  bind  Offenders  to  their  good 
behaviour,  and  to  answer  at  the  next  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, with  or  without  Sureties ; or  in  default  of  Su- 
reties, if  required,  may  commit  them  to  Gaol  till  the 
next  Assizes  or  Quarter  Sessions. 

By  § 46  of  the  Prize  Act,  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66. 
any  Seaman  or  Mariner  [or  Officer  or  other  person] 
who  shall  break  bulk  on  board,  or  embezzle  any 
Money,  Jewels,  Goods,  Merchandise,  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, or  Furniture,  hehngiug  to  any  Prize,  shall  for» 
feit  his  whole  share  to  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  tre- 
ble the  value  of  the  property  embezzled  ; with  Cost% 

, recoverable  by  Action  in  some  Court  of  Record; 
two- thirds  of  the  Penalty  being  given  to  the  In- 
former, and  one-third  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

Privileges  of  Mariners ; in  Exemptions  from  being 
Impressed,  ^c. 

By  § 41  of  the  Statute  5 Eliz.  cap.  5.  already  al- 
luded to.  Mariners  and  Fishermen  shall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  as  Soldiers  on  Land  or  on  Sea  other- 
wise than  as  Mariners,  except  under  some  Captain  of  a 
Ship,  to  do  some  special  exploit,  which  Miners  have 
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been  used  to  do  ; or  under  any  other  person  having 
authority  to  withstand  any  7/nv;x»'w  of  Enemies,  or  to 
subAiOany  Rebellion  within  the  Realm. 

By  ^ 43  of  the  same.  Statute,  5 Elit.  cap.  5.  no 
Fishcnn.Tfn  usin^  the  Sea  shall  be  taken  by  the  Ro^tiI 
Commission  to  sen'e  as  a Mariner,  unless  the  Com- 
misaon  be  first  brought  to  two  Justices,  having  local 
Jurisdiction,  to  the  intent  that  such  Justices  may 
chusc  out,  and  return  such  number  of  men,  as  shall 
be  contained  in  tlie  Commission,  to  serve  in  the 
Navy. 

The  right  of  Impressing  Seamen,  being  often  pro- 
ductive of  dangerous  disputes  and  illegal  resistance, 
u becomes  highly  necessary  to  know  who  are  exemp- 
ted from  being  thus  suddenly  called  into  the  Serv'icc 
t>f  their  Country. 

■ The  Statute  2 and  3 Ann.  cap.  6.  pro\ndes.  That 
poor  Boys,who5c  Parents  are  chargeable  to  the  Parish, 
may,  by  Church- Wardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
with  consent  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  be  placed 
out  Apjirentices  to  the  Sea-serVicc,  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  they  being  thirteen  years  old  at 
the  time  of  their  placing  out:  these  Apprentices 
shall  be  protected  from  being  iinprcs.sed  for  the  first 
three  years ; (if  they  are  not  more  than  eighteen 
years  old,  4 Ann.  cap.  ig.  § 17.)  And  if  they  are  im- 
pressed afterwards,  their  Master  shall  be  allowed 
their  Wages.  And  all  Masters  and  Owners  of  Ships, 
from  thirty  to  fifty  Tons  burthen,  arc  required  to 
take  one  such  Apprentice,  one  more  for  the  next  fifty 
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Tons,'  and  one  more  for  every  hundred  Tons  above 
the  first  hundred,  under  the  Penaftyof  lO/.;  recover- 
able before  two  Justices,  by  Distress  and  Sale.  / 

' By  § 20  of  the  same  Statute  2 and  3 Ann.  cap!  6. 
If  any  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  other  Officer,  shall 
presume  to  impress  any  of  the  men  allowed  to  be 
employed  in  any  Ship  in  the  Coal  Trade  (viz.  The 
Master,  Master’s  Mate,  Carpenter,  and  one  able 
Seaman,  for  every  hundred  Tons,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred)  he  shall  forfeit,  for  every  man  so 
taken,  lO/.  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record. 
It  has  lately  been  determined  by  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  that  a former  Act  on  this  subject  (6  and  ^ 
William  III.  cap.  18.)  is  no  longer  in  force. 

By  the  Statute  13  Geo.  II.  cap.  17.  “ for  the  in- 
crease of  Mariners  and  Seamen  to  navigate  Mer- 
chant Ships  and  other  Trading  Vessels”  after  recit- 
ing, that  it  is  necessary  to  give  all  fitting  oncou- 
ragement  to  persons  to  apply  themselves  to  the  Sea- 
service,  and  the  Practice  of  Navigation,  and  also  to 
Foreign  .Mariners  and  Seamen  to  engage  in  the 
British  Service,  “ It  is'  enacted,  that  the  following 
'persons  shall  be  exempted  from  being  impressed,  viz. 

“ Every  person  beingof  the  age  of  fifty-five  and  up- 
wards ; and  every  person  not  being  eighteen  years  of 
age ; and  every  Foreigner  being  a Mariner,  Seaman, 
or  Landsman,'  who  shall  serve  in  any  Merchant  Ship 
belonging  to  a Subject  of  Great  Britain.”  - ' 

And  " for  the  encouragement  of  able-bodied 
Landstneo,  to  betake  themselves  to  the  Sca-service” 
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every  person  of  what  age  soever  he  be,  vjho  shall  use 
the  Sea,  shall  be  freed,  &c.  for  Two  years,  to  be  com> 
putc^  from  the  time  of  his  going  to  Sea,  &c. 

So  likewise  every  {xn^n,  who,  not  having  before 
used  the  Sea,  shall  linJ  himself  Apprentice  to  serve  at 
Sea,  shall  be  exempted  from  tins  Impress  for  three 
years  from  the  time  of  binding  himself ; and  the  Ad- 
miralty are  directed  to  grant  protections  accordingly 
in  all  cases,  without  Fee  or  Reward. 

Harpooners,  Line-Managers,  and  Boat-Steerers, 
in  the  Southern  Whale-Fishery,  arc  exempted  froiB 
being  impressed  by  the  Statute  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  50. 
§ 25.  And  by  32  Geo.  III.  cap.  22.  ^ 3.  they  are 
allowed,  when  not  employed  in  the  Fishery,  to  sail  in 
the  Coal  Trade,  on  giving  Security  to  the  Custom- 
House.  By  this  latter  Act  Seamen  in  the  Fishery, 
are  also  protected  from  the  1st  of  February  in  any 
year  till  the  expiration  of  the  then  next  Season,  and 
the  completion  of  the  Voyage  home  : But  this  ex- 
tends only  to  the  pro{X)rtion  of  six  Harpooners,  six 
Line-Managers,  ami  eighteen  Common  Seamen,  to 
every  400  Tons.  To  protect  these  persons,  the 
Owner  of  every  Ship  must  deliver  on  Oath,  to  the 
Collector  of  the  Customs  at  the  Port,  a List  of  their 
Names,  and  the  Capacities  in  which  they  are  to  act. 

By  Statute  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  15.  “ For  supplying 
London  and  Westminster  with  Fish,  and  to  protect 
and  encourage  Fishermen.”  All  persons  coming 
under  the  four  following  descriptions, employed  in  the 
Fisberiea  of  these  Kingdoms,  arc  exempted  fix>m 
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being  impressed  into  the  King’s  -Service,  viz.  1st. 
Masters  of  Fishing  Vessels,  who,  either  themselves 
or  their  Owners,  hav'e,  or  within  six  months  before 
applying  for  a Proteetion,  shall  have  had  one  or  more  v 
Apprentices,  under^ixteen  years  of  age,  bound  for 
five  years,  and  employed  in  the  business  of  Fishing. 
!2dly.  All  sueh  Apprentices,  not  exceeding  four, 
to  every  Master  or  Owner  of  a Fishing- Vessel  of 
30  Tons  burthen,  or  upwards;  and  two  to  every 
Vessel  under  30  Tons,  during  the  time  of  their  Ap- 
prenticeship, and  till  the  age  of  Twenty  Years,  they 
continuing  for  the  time  in  the  business  of  Fishing 
only.  3dly.  One  Mariner,  besides  the  Master  and 
Apprentices,  to  every  Fishing  Vessel  of  lo  Tons 
burthen,  or  upwards,  employed  on  the  Sea-Coast, 
(luring  his  continuance  in  such  service.  4thly.  Any 
Landman  entering,  and  employed  on  board  such 
Vessel,  for  two  years  from  his  first  going  to  Sea,  and 
to  the  end  of  the  Voyage  then  engaged  in,  if  he  so 
long  continue  in  such  service. — 'lol.  Penaltv  recover- 
able before  one  Justice,  and  leviable  by  Distress  and 
Sale,  is  im{X)sed  on  Officers,  &c.  impressing  persons 
protected  under  this  Act  or  taking  away  their  Pro- 
tection from  them. 

The  Legislature  has  here  also  taken  care  to  inflict 
punishments  on  such  as  wilfully  abscond  or  conceal 
themselves: — on  these  occasions,  privateGratificatioii 
must  give  way  to  the  Public  Service. 

By  a Statute  of  the  '2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and  Marv, 
cap.  i().  ^ 8.  Persons  using  the  occupation  of  row- 
ing betwixt  Gravesend  and  Windsor,  witheirawin" 
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themselves  in  lime  of  pressing  wefc  to  be  iinprisoried 
two  weeks,  and  banished  from  rowing  on  the  Thames 
for  one  year  and  a day. 

And  now  by  Statute  4 Aiui.  cap.  I9.  $ 18,  If  any 
Waterman  (being  duly  summoned  by  notice  in  writ- 
ing, at  his  usual  aboiic,  by  the  VVutermen’s  Com- 
pany, shall  not,  within  tcli  days,  appear  before  the 
Company  in  order  to  be  sent  to  his  Majesty’s  Fleet) 
he  shall,  on  conviction  before  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  or  before  two  Justices  and  two  Rulers  of 
the  Company,  suffer  one  month’s  Imprisonment,  and 
be  disabled  to  work  on  the  Thames  for  two  years,  &c. 

By  Statute  9 Ann.  cap.  2(>.  § 1,  Every  Ftsherman 
summoned  by  tlie  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  Fisher- 
man's Company,  in  order  to  be  entered  and  to  fcerve 
in  the  Navy,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear, 
shall  be  sent  on  board  the  Fleet,  and  be  disabled  from 
fishing  on  the  Thames  for  two  years. 

All  disorderly  Men,  Servants  and  all  Persons,  as 
well  Men  as  Boys,  who  are  deemed  Vagrants,  and 
sturdy  Beggars  (not  bcii/g  Felons)  may  be  taken  up 
and  sent  into  the  Navy. — 2 and  3 Aftn.  cap.  6.  § 1(5. 

Having  thus  stated  the  restraints  to  tvhich  Seamerty 
Ifutermett,  and  Fhhenneu,  arc  subject,  when  their 
Country  requires  their  Services  ; it  becomes  proper  in 
this  place,  to  bring  under  the  Review  of  the  Reader 
what  the  Country  has  done  in  return  for  their  Scr- 
vices,  when  the  Sailors  are  inaiincd  or  wounded  and 
unable  to  support  themselves  : — To  all  such,  an  Asy- 
lum and  Support  is  provukd  by  the  splendid  Foun- 
dation ol 
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By  Statute  7 bnd  8 William  III.  cap.  2 1 , This 
noble  Charity,  the  Pride  of  Englishmen,  and  the  Re- 
fuge of  English  Sailors,  was  founded  and  endowed. — . 
, The  first  paragraphs  of  the  Preamble  to  this  Act,  arc 
too  just  an  eulogidnl  on  this  admirable  Body  of  Men 
to  be  oniitted  in  the  present  Treatise. 

" Forismuch  (says  the  Act)  as  the  strength  and 
Safety  of  this  and  other  his  Majesty’s  Realms  and  Do- 
minions, do  very  much  depend  upon  the  furnishing 
hnd  supplying  his  Majesty’s  Royal  Navy,  With  a com- 
petent number  of  Maririefs  and  Seamen,  which  may 
be  in  a readiness  at  ail  times  for  that  service  : 

“ And  whereas  the  Seamen  of  this  Kingdom  have 
for  a long  time  distinguished  themselves  throughout 
the  world  by  their  industry  and  skilfulness  in  their 
Employrrients,  and  by  their  courage  and  constancy 
manifested  in  Engagements  for  the  defence  and  ho- 
nour of  their  native  Country ; And  for  an  cheourage- 
hi6nt  for  them  to  cdritmhc  this  their  ancient  reputa- 
tion, arid  to  invite  greater  nririiberS  of  his  Majesty’s 
Subjects  to  betake  themselves  to  the  Sea,  it  is  fit  and 
reasonable  that  sorne  competent  .Provision  should  be 
made,  that  Scanieri,  who  by  Age,  Wounds,  or  other 
Accidents,  shall  become  disabled  for  future  service  at 
6ea,  and  shall  not  be  in  a condition  to  maintain 
themselves  comfortably,  may  not  fall  under  Hard- 
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ships  and  Miseries,  and  may  be  supported  at  the  Pub- 
lic Charge;  and  that  the  Children  of  such  disabled 
Seamen,  and  also  the  Widows  and  Children  of  such 
Seamen  as  shall  happen  to  be  slain,  killed,  or  drowned 
in  Sea -service,  may  in  some  reasonable  manner  be 
provided  for  and  educated  ^ 

• The  Preamble  then  goes  on  to  state,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  late  Queen  (Mary)  having  determined 
iliat  an  Hospital  should  be  erected  and  endowed  for 
these  purposes,  had  by  their  Letters  Patent,dated  Oc- 
tober 25,  1694,  granted  a piece  of  ground,  part  of 
their  Manor  of  East  GreetruL'ich,  together  with  the 
Palace  of  Greenwich,  to  be  converted  into  the  said 
Hospital;  And  that  his  Majesty,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  this  purpose  by  his  Letters  Patent,  dated  the 
10th  of  September  1695,  had  appointed  Commis- 
sioners, and  given  directions  for  carrying  on  and  per- 
fecting the  Plan. 

The  Act  proceeds  to  prescribe  a general  Registry 
of  Seamen  ; but  this  part  was  repealed  by  9 Ann. 
cap.  21.  § 64. 

Towards  the  support  of  the  Hospital  thus  founded 
it  is  enacted  by  the  said  Statute  7 and  8 William  III. 
cap.  21.  (enforced  by  10  Ann.  cap.  17  ; and  ex- 
tended by  2 Geo.  II.  cap.  7*  to  Jersey,  &c.  and  by 
18  Geo.  II.  cap.  3L.  to  Privateers)  that  every  Seaman 
or  other  person  employed  either  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
or  in  any  Ship  belonging  to  any  Subject  of  Great 
Riitain  or  Ireland,  and  every  Master  or  Owner  navi- 
gating 
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gating  his  own  Ship,  whether  employed  on  the  high 
Sea  or  Coasts  of  the  same  (except  A])prcntices  under 
eighteen,  persons  employed  on  the  Coasts  in  taking 
Fish  brought  fresh  on  Shore,  and  persons  employed 
in  Vessels  trading  on  Rivers  only)  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  Sixpence  per  Month  ; which  the  Master,  Owner, 
&c.  of  every  Ship  is  to  detain  out  of  the  Wages,  &c. 
payable  to  the  Seamen,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
proper  Officers,  appointed  by  the  Admiralty, 

Masters,  Commanders,  or  Owners,  of  Merchant 
Vessels,  (or  Transports  employed  by  Government, 
2 Geo.  II.  cap.  7,  § 5.)  refusing  to  appear  when  sum- 
moned before  the  Collectors  and  Receivers  of  the 
said  duty,  and  answer  upon  Oath  as  to  the  number 
and  times  of  service  of  the  Seamen,  &c.  employed  in 
their  Vessels,  shall  forfeit  20/. — On  the  Commanefers 
or  Owners  of  Privateers  so  refusing  to  appear,  the 
Penalty  is  50/.  all  recoverable  by  Action  in  any  Court 
of  Record. 

If  the  Master  of  any  Ship  shall  attempt  to  go  to 
Sea  before  the  Duty  for  the  preceding  Voyage  is 
paid  : — The  Receivers  of  the  Duty  may  stop  the 
Ship. — 10  Ann.  cap.  17.  § 4. 

The  Master  or  Commander  of  a Privateer,  sailing 
from  any  Port  shall  give  to  the  Collector  of  the  Cus- 
toms, a List  of  his  men  ; and  on  return  shall  give  a 
copy  of  the  List,  with  an  Account  of  what  is  be- 
come of  those  Men  wanting,  under  a Penalty 
of  50/. 
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In  addition  to  tbe  advantages  derived  by 
in  the  Navy,  through  the  tpedium  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, there  is  another  Foundation,  denotninated  the 
Chest  at  Chatham^  established  by  Queen  Flizabetl^ 
and  her  Council,  but  not  hitherto  regulated  by  any 
Act  of  Parliament ; This  is  supported  by  tbe  Bun- 
Money,  i.  c.  Wages  forfeited  by  Scapicn  having  de- 
serted, and  by  certain  other  Forfeitures  of  unclaimed 
Wage?,  &e.  the -amount  of  all  which  is  applied  to 
the  relief  of  Seamen  in  minor  cases  of  distress. 

Besides  these  Institutions  so  honourable  to  tbe 
Nation,  with  respect  to  Mariners  serving  in  tbe 
Navy,  others  have  also  been  established  for  J!)^au deal 
People  in  the  Merchants’  Service.  Amotng  these 
(as  the  object  relates  particularly  to  the  River 
Tliamcs)'may  here  be  mentioned — 


The  Merchants'  Seamen's  Institution. 

The  Preamble  to  the  Statute  20  Geo.  IL  cap.  38. 
(which  first  founded  this  Establishment)  recites 
the  Acts  for  the  Establishment  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  as  also  certain  Provisions  in  tbe  Acta 
10  Ann.  cap.  17  ; 8 Geo.  L cap.  24  ; 8 Geo.  II. 
cap.  lg.  extending  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital  to  Sea- 
men wounded,  and  in  the  Merchant’s  Service:  “ But 
that  the  Hospital  was  not  capable  of  receiving,  nor 
the  Income  thereof  sufficient  to  provide  for,  the  Sea- 
men in  the  Service  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  were 
wounded,  maimed,  or  worn  out  by  age,  or  otherwise 
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tOt  (be  benefits  thercctf,  so  that  the  Seamen  in 
the  Merchants’  Sec\’ice,  maimed  and  disabled  in 
fight,  had  seldom  or  never  been  admitted  into  the 
saki  Hospital,  though  entitled  thereto,  and  proper 
objects  of  Charity  : And  that  there  was  no  Proviaon 
at  all  made  by  either  of  the  said  Acts  for  such  Seamen 
in  the  Merchants’  Service,  or  for  the  Widows  or 
Children  o£  auoh  as  should  be  killed,  slain,  or 
(hroiwned  in  the  said  Service : That  the  Seamen  in 
the  said  Service  were  willing  to  allow  sixpence  per 
month  out  of  their  Wages  to  be  applied  to  those  pur- 
poses; That  the  Seamen  in  the  Merchants’  Service 
hadi  manifcsted!  their  Courage  and  Kesolution,  and 
deserved  all  due  encouragement  : And  finally,  that 
the  establishing  the  said  Charity,  would  tend  to  the 
honour  ar>d  good  of  the  Public 

By  the  sakli  Act  therefore  certain  persons  therein 
named,  and  their  Successors,  arc  incorporated  by  the 
name  o£  the  President  artd  Governors  for  the  llelitf 
and  Support  of  the  sick,  maimed,  and  disabled  Seamen, 
and  of  the  IVtdvws  and  Children  of  such  as  shall  be 
killed^  slain,  or  drowned,  in  the  Merchants'  Service  ; 
and  enabled  to  purchase  Lands  f(/r  building  au 
Hospital/ 

Provisions  are  made  for  the  reception  of  Seamen 
disabled  in  the  Merchants’  Service,  and  in  certain 
cases  for  their  Widows  and  Children  : And  it  is 

* The  Office  of  tliis  Coqwration  is  over  the  Royal  Exchange. 
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enacted.  That  for  the  effecting  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  every  Seaman  and  person  serving  in  any  Mer- 
chant-Ship, or  any  private  Ship  or  Vessel  belonging 
to  Subjects  in  England  ; and  every  Master  or  Owner 
navigating  his  own  Ship  (except  A[)prcnticcs  and 
other  persons  excepted  in  the  Grccnwich-Hospital- 
Acts,  and  Pilots)  shall  pay  sixpence  per  month  out  of 
their  Wages ; to  be  deducted  or  detained  by  the 
Alastcr  or  Owner,  and  paid  to  a Receiver  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governors,  for  the  Port  of  London, 
or  other  Port  to  which  the  Ship  belongs:  And  the 
same  powers  arc  given  to  the  Receivers,  and  Penal- 
ties inflicted  (recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Record  in 
England)  on  Masters  or  Owners,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Duty  payable  to  Greenwich  Hospital.  The  Mer- 
chants-Venturers  of  Bristol,  and  the  Trinity-House 
of  Hull  arc  made  Trustees  for  the  Duties  received  at 
their  respective  Ports. 

While  the  Legislature  has  thus  laudably  provided 
for  this  useful  Class  of  Men  when  disabled,  and  their 
Families  when  they  have  fallen  in  the  Service  of  their 
Country  ; — It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  although  much 
has  been  done  to  shelter  them  against  Frauds  and 
impositions,  in  their  intercourse  with  Society,  yet 
more  is  necessary,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
Su^^t'slionsy  &c. 
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Suggestions  for  the  Relief  of  Mariners^  against  Imposi- 
tion hy  Crimps,  &c. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  payment  of- 
Wages  and  Prize-money  in  the  Royal  Navy  is  regu-- 
lated  by  several  Statutes  passed  for  the  purpose..  It 
i^  to  be  feared,  however,  that  the  very  useful . Re- 
straints imposed  by  these  Statutes  are  in  too  many 
instances  eluded,  and  are  in  others  ineffectual ; and 
as  they  do  not  extend  to  the  case  of  Merchant-Ships 
and  Letters. of  Marque,  many  Abuses  exist  in  that 
Department  which  call  for  Legislative  Interference. 
Notwithstanding  also  the  Laws  which  have  passed 
with  respect  to  the  hiring  of  Mariners  in  the  Mer- 
chants’ Service,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  Men,  par- 
ticularly in  time  of  War,  is  the  cause  of  much  impo- 
ytion  and  inconvenience.  _ These  Evils  and  their 
Remedies  arc  the  subject  of  the  following 

PROPOSITION 

For  regulating  ami  conlrclling  Crimps,  and  Dealers  in 
Seamen's  Wages  and  Prize-money. 

There  arc  two  classes  of  Men,  who  arc  at  present 
great  Nuisances  in  the  Maritime  Affairs  of  the  River 
Thames.  Those  in  the  first  Class,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  individuals,  arc  denominated 
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Crimps. 

These  men  profMS  to  procure  Seamen  for  outward- 
bound  Ships.  They  frequently  lend  small  sums  to 
thoughtle^  Mariners,  or  allow  them  to  mn  scores  at 
tho  Alehouses  which  some  of  them  keep,  or  get 
them  into,  their  debt  for  Board  and  Lodging. 

When  Seamen  are  wanted,  application  h>  made  to 
these  Crimps.  In  many  instances  where  Ships  have 
lost  men,  and  are  ujx)n  the  point  of  sailing,  they  take 
the  advantage  of  the  Captains,  who  arc  often  stran- 
gers, by  insisting  on  an  extravagant  sum  of  money 
being  deposited.  No  other  means  exist  whereby 
Seamen  can  be  procured. — The  time  presses. — The 
Ship  is  on  the  point  of  sailing,  and  the  Ship-Masters 
have  no  other  alternative  but  to  comply. 

Men  are  of  course  procured,  who  frequently  run 
away  before  the  three  Days  elapse,  when  they  arc 
required  by  2 Geo.  II.  cap.  36.  to  sign  the  agreement 
under  which  the  Penalties  of  the  Law  attach  for  De- 
sertion ; and  the  Money  is  thus  lost,  as  the  Crimps 
pretend  the  Seamen  have  received  it,  although  many 
instances  occur  where  the  strongest  suspicion  is  ex- 
cited, that  the  Desertion  arises  from  a preconcerted 
plan  between  the  Crimps  and  the  Mariners,  that  they 
may,  after  the  Ship  for  whiqh  they  are  intended  sails, 
be  enabled  through  the  same  medium  to  commit' 
Frauds  upon  others ; but  even  where  this  is  not  the 
case,  the  only  means  of  recovering  the  Money  from 

the 
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the  Crimps,  being  by  an  Action  at  Law,  the  process 
of  which  is  dilatory  and  tedious,  and  where  an  cx- 
pencR  must  be  incurred  in  the  first  instance,  to  an 
amount  frcc^uently  equal  to,  or  more  than,  the  sum 
advanced  ; Strangers  decline  this  mode  of  seek- 
Tpg  Justice.  The  Crimps  are  awe  of  this,  and  con- 
tituie  their  Impositions  .and  Frauds  with  impnnity. 
With  a very  few,  exceptions  the  chief  part  consists  of 
men  of  very  loose  and  abandoned  characters,  and  some 
who  pretend  to  follow  this  profession  have  actually 
been  discovered  to  be  Thieves  upon  the  Town,  and 
p,Qr§oas  \yh>0|  ha^ye  he^n  imprisoned  on  Charges  of 
Felony,  an^^  pui^^hed  for  variou^  O0en.ceg._ 

'll'he  Evil  i^,  9(  great  raa^yitude  ; sj^cn  indepen- 
tlcnt  of  the  money  of  which  Ship-IVfastcrs  are,  fre* 
qucntly,  d,cfraudc,d,  Commerce  .^nd  b^ayigatiop  is  ob- 
structed in  a very  considerable  degree,  by  the.  ipachi- 
nationSj  of  sneb  M^lscreants. 

To  remedy  these  Evils,  the  following  Suggestions 
are  offered : 

1st.  That  aH  persons  acting  in  any  instance  \yhatcver  as 

Crimps,  or  wtio  iinderiakc  to  procure.  Seagicn  fer.  . 
Ships  in  the  Merchants’  Service,  shall  be  annually  li- 
censed by  the  Magistrates,  and  sliall  eqtcr  into  recog- 
nizance with  two  Sureties  for  their  good  behaviour  ; 
w ith  power  to  Magistrates,  as  in  the  case  of  Alehouses, 
to  refuse  Licaices  to  trten  of  loose  conduct,  or  of  known 
' bad  Character. 

iJ.  That  in  all  cases  where  Crimps  refuse  to  return  the 
Money  advanced  to  procure  Seamen,  whether  the  same 
relates  to  the  Premium  or  the  Wages  allotted  to  such 
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Seamen,  where  they  desert  before  the  Articles  are  signed, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Justice  having  legal  Juris- 
diction, on  the  Complaint  of  tlic  Party  aggrieved,  to 
issue  a Warrant  to  bring  such  Crimps  before  them,  and 
if  they  refuse  to  return  the  Money,  on  due  proof  being 
offered  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Magistrate,  that  the 
men  have  absconded  clandestinely,  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
convict  such  Crimp  in  a penalty  equal  to  the  sum  ad- 
vanced, and  to  commit  the  Offender  to  prison  until  paid. 
— And  the  said  penalty  shall  be  paid  over  immediately 
to  the  Party  aggrieved,  and  be  considered  as  a full  com- 
pensation for  all  claims  on  the  said  Crimp. 

Tliis  Licensing  System,  instead  of  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  procuring  Seamen,  would  tend 
greatly  to  facilitate  it.  By  narrowing  the  competition 
a select  class  of  men  would  be  introduced  into  this 
branch  of  Maritime  Police,  who  would  find  it  their 
interest  to  conduct  the  business  honestly  and  on  mo- 
derate terms  : While  the  penalty  inflicted  would  not 
only  destroy  all  confederacies  between  the  Crimp  and 
the  Seamen  ; but  also  render  the  former  more  careful 
in  preventing  the  escape  of  those  who  have  entered 
into  engagements,  and  prove  an  incalculable  benefit, 
to  the  Trade  of  the  Port. 

3d.  That  Crimps,  in  making  engagements  to  procure  Seamen, 
should  have  a strpulaltd  alicuanee,  and  should  be  re- 
strained by  Law,  from  taking  any  Commission  exceed- 
ing los.  6d.  per  man;  one  halt  to  be  paid  by  the  Ship- 
Mastcr,  and  the  other  half  deducted  from  the  Wages 
deposited  for  the  use  of  the  Seamen  ; who  shall  receive 
the  whole  surplus  witliout  any  other  dcdualon  wliatso- 
ever,  under  the  penalty  of  Five  Pounds. 
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This  Regulation  would  protect  ignorant  thought- 
less Mariners  from  the  gross  impositions  practised 
upon  them  by  not  a few  of  the  present  criminal  herd 
of  Crimps  and  pretended  Crimps,  who  at  present  afflict 
the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 

The  Second  Class  of  persons  who  are  found  in  ge^ 
ncral’ to  be  great  Public  Nuisances,  are  those  who 
pretend  to  be 

Dealers  in  Seamais  Wages,  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 

Money.* 

The  known  improvidence  of  the  general  run  of 
Seamen  seems  to  require  an  additional  degree  of 
protection  against  that  Fraud  and  Pillage,  and  those 
gross  Abuses,  to  which  their  total  ignorance  of  the 
means  of  protecting  themselves,  their  peculiar  situa- 
tion, their  habits  in  life,  and  their  thoughtless  dispo- 
sition peculiarly  expose  them. 

Unguarded  and  unprotected  as  these  careless 
though  useful  members  of  the  State,  are  at  present, 
it  is  scarcely  a matter  of  wonder,  that  they  should  at- 
tract the  notice,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  these 
Harpies,  who  prey  upon  the  Public  in  a great  Me- 
tropolis, and  who  are  ever  to  be  found  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal Commercial  Towns,  ready  to  advance  Monev  on 

•*  Those  who  follow  the  profession  of  Crimps  are,  almost  withooi 
exception.  Dealers  in  Seamen’s  Wages,  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 
Money. 

-\ssighments 


Digitized  by  Google 


• rhiEktiSK  bi* 


Assignments  being  made  by  Seamen  of  Wages  due  ; 
or  to  purchase  Prize-money  under  circumstances 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Seamen  with 
whom  they  connect  themselves,  always  injurious  to 
their  families,  and  defeating  in  the  result  every  means 
which  might  be  established  to  secure  a provision 
against  Old  Age  and  Infirmities. 

As  the  individuals  who  profess  to  deal  in  Seamen’s 
Wages,  and  to  purchase  Prize-Money  at  the  same 
time,  arc  with  some  few  exceptions,  a very  depraveti 
Class  of  Men  : It  seems  highly  expedient,  that  they 
also  should  be  placed  under  Police  Regulations, 
whereby  they  may  be  confined  to  the  honest  part  of 
their  proftssioYi,  and  restrained  from  committing  acts 
of  Fraud  oud  Oppression  — For  this  purpose  it  ii 
humbly  prOposc?d : 

tst.  That  all  persons  Who  ar<  in  any  respect  dircedy  or  indi- 
rectly concerned  in  the  purchase  of  Seamen’s  Wages  or 
Pri/.c-m’oney,  or  who  shall,  with  a view  to  their  own 
benefit  and  advanta^,  advance  Money  to  Seamen  of 
lilafincrs,  on  rci'cICln^  a PdtJ^cr  of  Artomdy,  or  Will 
and  PnWer,  or  other  Authority  whatrtfer,  to  freeivd 
either  Wslgts  or  Pri2«-nYnney,  shill  be  an'nMlIy  licen- 
sed by  Magistrates,  and  enter  into  a recognizance  with 
two  Sureties  for  their  good  behaviour ; and  that  the  Ma- 
gistrates should  have  power,  as  in  the  case  of  Alehouses, 
to  refuse  Licences  to  persons  of  loose  conduct,  or  noto- 
rious bad  character. 

2d.  Th«  no  Dealer  in  $^itrfin*s  Wages' shill  be  entitled  toTe- 
ccfvc  a lafger  Premium  than  yf  per  cent,  for  the  Money 
advanced,  besides  legal  interest,  until  the  said  Motley 
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is  l-fcfuhdid } nor  shall  any  SUc^  Deahit  thh 

Wages  due  to  any  Seaman,  at  a gntater  discount  than 
lo  percent,  or  charge  any  advance  on  the  GloathS  or 
Necessaries  fjirnished,  under  a Pfenalty  of  double  the 
amount  of  what  has  been  received,  contrary  to  Law» 
recoverable  before  any  one  Magistrate : With  powers  to 
siich  Justice, on  thfe  Cuhiplaiiit  of  the  Party  aggrieved,  to 
issue  his  Warrant,  to  bring  the  Offtndef  before  him, 
and  to  convict  him  on  due  ptdof; 

3d.  That  no  person  dealing  id  Prize-money  due  to  Seamen,of 
Undertaking,  by  virttie  Of  Powers  of  Attorriey»  to  receivfe 
such  Prire-moricy<  (father  than  regular  Agents  ap- 
pointed by  the  Captains,  Officers,  and  Ship’s  Company ) 
shall  be  legally  entitled  to  receive  cither  the  Wages  or 
Prize-money  of  Seamen,  until  the  Will  and  Power 
grartted  shall  be  first  registered  in  the  Merchants’  Sea- 
irien’s  Office,  with  the  Name,  Country,  and  place  6T 
Nativity,  and  last  Abdde  of  the  Seamed,  and  Security 
givtn,  to  render  a just  and  fair  account  of  the  tialanto 
due,  after  allowing  the  legal  Commission  for  trouble  ; 
which  balance  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sea- 
man to  whom  it  belongs,  and  shall  form  a Fund  under 
the  management  of  the  Institution  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  Family,  or  his  support  in  Old  Age,  in  such  way 
and  manner  as  the  Managers  shall  judge  proiief,  ac- 
cording to  thfc  circumstances  of  the  case ; and  m cases 
witere  after  a certain  time  and  due  inquiry,  do  legal 
Claimants  appear,  the  Money  thus  obtained  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  Relief  of  Scanien  in  generaL 

These  Regulations  will  operate  powerfully  in  pre- 
venting the  enormous  Frauds  and  Abuses  which  are 
committed,  and  by  which  the  worst  and  the  most 
6 criminal 
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criminal  Classes  in  the  Community,  are  suddenly  and 
unwarrantably  enriched. 

The  Purchasers  of  Seamen’s  Wages,  and  of  Prize- 
money,  arc  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Gravesend  and  the 
Nore,  when  Fleets  arrive,  and  having  provided  Boats 
they  go  on  board  the  Ships  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  men  on  shore,  that  they  may  avoid  the  Press. 
They  charge  them  an  exorbitant  price  for  landing 
them  with  their  Chests  and  Bedding,  and  afterwards 
for  concealment ; By  entertaining  them  and  furnish- 
ing Lodging,  Liquor,  and  Cloaths,  and  in  many  in- 
stances bringing  Women  to  them,  the  Seamen  get 
suddenly  in  debt.  They  arc  then  arrested,  and  when 
locked  up  and  in  distress,  compelled  to  give  a //;// 
and  Power  to  the  Crimps  to  receive  their  Wages,Prize- 
Money,and  every  thing  belonging  to  them  in  case  they 
should  die.  The  Crimps  next  procure  the  Sailors  an- 
other Ship,  for  which  the  Captain  pays  them  Two 
Guineas  Crimpage,  and  a certain  sum  in  addition  is 
paid  by  the  men.  When  the  Sailors  go  upon  their 
new  Voyage,  the  Crimp  receives  their  Wages,  Prize- 
Money,  &c.  and  makes  what  use  of  their  Property 
he  pleases.  Instances  have  been  known  where  a Sea- 
man has  brought  home  from  30/.  to  40l.  and  in  a 
fortnight  after  he  has  been  14/.  or  JS/.  in  debt. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  oppression  which  these 
jxxjr  j)cople  suffer,  while  the  Crimps  make  large 
sums  of  Money,. and  live  very  extravagantly  and 
profusely. 

It 
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It  is  also  the  practice  of  these  Miscreants,  besides 
charging  )s.  0^.  in  the  pound  for  the  Money  ad- 
vanced, to  furnish  Cloaths  and  other  Necessaries, 
charging,  (as  has  been  stated  to  the  Author)  in  many' 
instances,  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  .on  the  actual 
Cost,  by  which  the  Seamen  are  suddenly  brought  in 
debt ; and  the  more  so  as  men  coming  from  long 
Voyages  are  generally  in  want  of  every  necessary,  and 
in  this  qianner,  their  hard  earnings,  notwithstanding 
their  high  Wages,  are  speedily  squandered,  to  the 
great  injury  of  themselves  and  families. 

This  Division  of  the  Subject  ought  not  to  be 
closed  without  noticing  that  valuable  Institution, 
The  Marine  Society  ; which  was  incorporated 
by  the  Statute  12  Geo.  III.  cap.  67. : In  the  Pre- 
amble to  that  Act  it  is  stated,  that  the  Society,  from 
the  time  of  its  Institution  in  June  1756,  to  the  time 
of  the  passing  the  Act  (in  1772)  had  clothed  and 
fitted  out  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-one 
Landmen  to  serve  in  the  Navy,  and  also,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  six  Boys,  as  Apprentices  to  Offi- 
cers in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  Merchants’  Service ; 
That  the  incorporating  the  Society,  and  enabling 
them  to  carry  into  execution  their  charitable  Designs, 
{viz. — “ the  fitting  out  and  apprenticing  or  placing 
out  poor  distressed  Boys”  in  the  Navy  or  Merchant 
Service)  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Country, 
“ as  being  a means  of  supplying  the  Navy  in  time  of 
War,  with  Seamen  properly  bred  up  and  qualified  i 
and  contributing  to.  the  Commercial  Interests  of  the 
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Nation  in  time  of  Peace  ; and  by  assisting  the 
nnttarj  Police  thereof,  in  providing  for  the  idky 
and  consequently  most  dangerous  Members  of  Society  : ’* 
The  Governors  arc  accordingly  incorporated,  and 
empowered  to  clothe  and  fit  out  poor  distressed  fioys, 
and  to  bind  them  Apprentices,  as  Servants  to  Ofii-' 
cors  in  the  Navy  or  Mercltant  Ships,  with  consent 
of  the  Bt.ys’  Parents  when  known.  Such  Appren- 
tices are  exempted  from  being  impressed  till  they  are 
eighteen  years  old.  The  Society  is  governed,  ami 
its  Business  managed  by  a President,  six  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  a Committee  of  Governors,  elected  an- 
mially  at  a General  Court,  of  which  there  are 
lour  in  a year  ; Their  Office  is  over  the  Royal  Ex- 
change. This  Society  continues  very  fully  to  answer 
she  laudable  Purposes  for  which  it  obtained  the  Ptio- 
tcction  of  the  Legislature. 

Of  Offences  in  Na-vl^ah'c  Rivers,  Dock- Yards,  6rV. 

• .\ny  person  who  shall,  ejthcr  by  day  or  night,  wil- 
futty  or  mtdiciously  pull  down  or  otherwise  destroy, 
any  Lock,  Sluice,  Flcvxl-gatc,  or  other  Work,  on 
any  N.Hvigable  River,  creeled,  or  to  bo  erccletb  bv' 
Authority  of  Parliament,  or  who  shall  forcibly  rescue 
any  person  being  lawfully  »rt  custody  for  such  Of- 
fence, shall  be  guilty  ol  Felony,  without  benefit  of 
Clergy,  and  shall  suffer  death. — 8 Geo.  II.  cap.  ‘2a.‘ 
\ 1.  made  perpclufibby  27  Geo.  1 1;  cap.  ifx  ^ 1. 

Any  person  who  sliall,  wilfully  or  inalioiouslv,  draw 
0 or 
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or  pluck  up  Rtiy  Flood-gate,  fixed  or  itiSde  in  any 
Wear  or  Lock,  erected  or  made  by  authority  of  Far- 
liament.  Upon  any  Navigable  River,  shall  on  con- 
viction before  two  Justices  be  committed  to  the 
House  of  Correction  for  one  month. — s Geo.  If, 
cap.  20.  § 2.  ' 

Any  person  who  shall  steal  any  Goods,  Wares,  or 
Merchandise,  of  the  value  of  40s.  in  any  Ship,  Bar^^ 
Lighter,  Boat,  or  other  Vessel  or  Craft,  upon  any 
Navigable  River,'  Fort  of  Entry  or  Discharge,  or  in 
any  Creek  belonging  thereto,  within  Great  Britain  ; 
or  shall  feloniously  steal  any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Mer- 
chandise, of  the  value  of  AOs.  on  any  Wharf  or  Quay 
adjacent  to  any  Navigable  River,  &c.  or  shall  be  pre- 
sent, aiding  and  assisting,  in  the’ commission  of  such. 
Offences,  shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
Clergy,  and  shall  suffer  Death. — 24  Geo.  II,  cap.  45. 

The  Laws  at  present  existing,  wdth  respect  to  the 
embezzIingofPublic  Stores  in  Dock-yards,  &c.  and 
their  insufficiency  to  the  object  of  prevention,  have 
bce'n  already  stated,  and  made  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion, by  the  Author^of  this  Work,  in  Chapter  IX, 
of  the  Treatise  on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 

1 1 is,  therefore,  at  present  only  necessary  to  refer  the 
Header  to  that  Volume.  See  particidjM-ly  page 
261 — 263. 

In  the  year  17p5,  an  Act  was  passed  (35  Geo.  III. 
cap.  58.)  for  the  registering  of  all  Boats,  Barges, 
and  other  Vessels,  exceeding  13  T6ns  burthen : (and 
not  belonging  to'  the  Royal  Pamilv,  nor  being 
■ M M 2 PIcasu'reT 
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Pleasure-Boats.)  The  Preamble  of  this  Act  recited, 
“ That  it  was  expedient  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Inland  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tbn  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  number  of  Men  re- 
tained in  navigating  the  same.”  It  appears,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  principally  a measure  of  Revenue; 
as  Vessels  worked  without  being  registered,  were  di- 
rected to  be  forfeited  ; and  the  Penalties  were  reco- 
verable, as  in  cas<^  of  Offences  against  the  Excise 
Laws;  and  surveying  Officers  appointed  by  the  Ad- 
miralty to  seize  unregistered  Vessels  were  to  be  re- 
warded by  a sliarc  of  the  produce  of  the  Seizure. 

Under  this  Act,  all  Boats,  Barges,  &c.  w’ere  to  be 
registered  with  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  the 
Burthen,  Owner’s  Name,  and  Place  of  Abode,  &c, 
were  to  be  painted  on  the  outside  of  the  Stern,  on 
Penalty  from  20l.  to  5/. 

The  continuance  of  the  Act  was  declared  to  be  till 
April  5,  17Q8»  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament.  This  Law  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  continued,  nor  to  be  now  in  force.  The 
time  for  registering  Vessels  was  enlarged  by  § 3.  of 
cap.  1 12  of  the  same  Session. 

/f  General  Vie'ju  of  the  Naturi  and  PrmcipJe  of  the 
Navigation  Acts. 

The  present  condition  of  our  Marine  (says  Blacks 
stone)  is  in  a great  measure  owing  to  the  salutaty 
Provisions  of  the  Statutes  called  ihc  Navigation  Acts  ; 
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whereby  the  constant  increase  of  English  Shipping 
and  Seamen  was  not  only  encouraged,  but  rendered 
unavoidably  necessary.  By  Statute  5 Richard  II. 
cap.  3,  in  order  to  augment  the  Navy  of  England, 
then  greatly  diminished,  it  was  ordained,  that  “ none  of 
the  King’s  leige  People  should  ship  any  Merchandise 
out  of  or  into  the  Realm,  but  only  in  Ships  of  the 
King’s  Leigcance,  on  pain  of  forfeiture.*’  In  the  next 
year  by  Statute  6 Richard  II.  cap.  8,  this  wise  pro- 
vision was  enervated,  by  only  obliging  the  Merehants 
to  give  English  Ships  (if  able  and  sufficient)  the  pre- 
ference. But  the  most  beneficial  Statute  for  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  these  Kingdoms  is  that 
Navigation  Act,  the  rudiments  of  which  were  first 
framed  in  l05O,  with  a narrow  partial  View  ; being 
intended  to  mortify  our  own  Sugar  Islands,  which' 
were  disaffected  to  the  Parliament,  and  still  held  out 
for  Charles  II.  by  stopping  the  gainful  Trade  which 
they  carried  on  with  the  Dutch,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  clip  the  wings  of  those  our  opulent  and  aspiring 
neighbours.  This  prohibited  all  Ships  of  Foreign 
Nations  from  trading  with  any  English  Plantations,' 
without  Licence  from  the  Council  of  State;  In  l651, 
the  prohibition  was  extended  also  to  the  Mother- 
Country  ; and  no  Goods  were  suffered  to  be  im- 
ported into  Etiglarul,  or  any  of  its  Dependencies,  in 
any  other  than  English  Bottoms  ; or  in  the  Ships  of 
that  European  Nation,  of  which  the  Merchandise 
imported  was  the  genuine  growth  or  manufacture. 
At  the  Restoration  the  former  Provisions  were  con- 
tinued 
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tlnuol  by  Statute  12  Charles  11.  cap.  18,  with  this 
very  material  improvement,  that  the  Master  and 
thnee-fourths  of  the  Mariners  shall  also  be  English 
Subjects,  under  forfeiture  of  the  Ship,  and  all  Goods 
imported  or  exported. 

. This  latter  Provision  is  confirmed  by  the  Statute 
34  Guo.  III.  cap.  6s,  It  is,  howeverj  occasionally  re- 
laxed -in  time  of  War  ; As  in  the  instance  of  the 
' Statute  33  Geo.  HI.  cap,  26,  which  permits  (during 
the  present  War)  even  three-fourths  of  the  Mariners 
to  be  Foreignen.  And  by  Statute  37  Geo.  Ill, 
cap.  117,  certain  indulgences  are  allowed  to  the 
East-India  Company,  with  respect  to  Foreign  Vessels 
ip  the  Country  Trade  in  the  £ast-Indies. 

■ It  has  been  stated  aqd  recognised  by  very  respect- 
able authority,*  that  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
Commercial  Jurisprudence, will  be  found  chiefly  in  the 
Acts  12  Charles  II.  {cap.  is ;)  13  and  14  Charles  II. 
{•cap.  11.)  22  and  23  Charles  II,  {cap.  26.)  25 
Charles  II,  {cap.  y.)  and  7 and  8 iniliam  III. 
{pap.  22.)  which  latter  Act  lias  been  greatly  extended 
luid  improved  by  the  Act  26  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  6o. 

■ By  this  Act  (26  Geo.  III.  cap.  6o.)  Every  Ship  or 
Yewel  having  a Deck,  or  being  of  the  Burthen  of 
15  Tons,  and  belonging  to  a subject  in  Great  Brt- 
kiin  or  Ir dandy  Guernsey,  Jersey,  or  the'/r/r  of 
or  any  Colony,  Plantation,  Island,  or  Territory  to  his 

* Stt  the  E vIJeHCe  of  Mr.  Ining  the  latpeetor-General  tj  Great 
Sritain,  Irjire  the  Fiitance  Committee  of  the  Jlutse  of  Comtnotu  \rt 
tbeir  Hefort.^Affendlx,  L.  3. 
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Majesty  belongings  roust  be  regisiert^  (by  the  person 
claiming  Property  therein  ; who  is  -to  obtain  a Cer- 
tificate of  such  Registry,  in  the  Port  to  which  the 
Ship  or  Vessel  properly  belongs ; and  the  Ccrtihcatc 
is  to  distinguish  the  Ship  or  Vessel,  under  one  of 
these  two  Classes ; Certificates  of  British  Flantatiou 
Registry,  or.  Certificates  of  Foreign  Ships  Registry^ 
for  Ae  European  Trade  British  Property.  / 

No  Ship  is  to  be  permitted  to  clear  out  as  a British-  • 
built  Ship,  or  a . Ship,  nor  to  be  entitled  to 

the  privileges  of  a R/;/«A-built  Ship,  or  a British 
Ship,  unless  the  Owner  has  obtained  a Certificate  of 
Registry ; and  any  Ship  parting  from  Port  without 
being  so  registered,  and  obtaining  such  a Certificate, 
shall  (be  forfeited.  ; . .. 

Every  Ship,  ml  entitled  to  the  Privileges  of  a Bri- 
^tf^-built  Ship,  or  a British  Ship,  and  every  Ship  not 
register edos>  aforesaid,  is  deemed,  although  it  may  be- 
long to  British  Subjects,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
to  bean  Alien  or  Foreign  Ship- 
As  often  as  the  IVhister  of  a Ship  is  changed,  a Me- 
morandum thereof  is  to  be  endorsed  on  the  Certifi- 
cate by  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Customs. 

The  Owners  to  cause  the  Name  by  which  a Ship 
is  registered  to  be  painted  in  a conspicuous  part  of 
the  Stern,  and  such  name  is  not  to  be  changed. 

If  a Certificate  of  Registry  is  lost  or  mislaid,  or  jf 
any  Ship  shall  be  altered  in  Form  or  Burthen,  or  from 
any  denomination  of  Vessel  to  another,  by  rigging  or 

fitting. 
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fitting,  she  must  be  registered  de  novo,  and  a new 
Certificate  granted. 

Masters  of  Ships  are,  on  demand,  to  produce  the 
Certificates  to  the  principal  Officer  in  any  Port 
within  the  King’s  Dominions,  or  to  the  British  Con- 
sul or  chief  Officer  in  any  Foreign  Port,  on  Penalty 
of  lOO/. — All  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  under  this 
Act  are  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  Courts  of  Re- 
cord, as  in  cases  of  Offences  against  the  Customs : 
Officers  seizing  are  to  be  rewarded  as  in  the  case  cf 
unlawful  Importation. 

The  Act  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  68,  contains  several  Re- 
gulations to  enforce  the  foregoing  Provisions.  The 
Acts  above  cited  also  contain  Regulations  as  to  the 
Transfer  of  Property  in  Ships ; which  must  in  all 
cases  be  made  by  Bill  of  Sale  or  Instrument  in  Wri- 
ting ; and  an  acknowledgement  and  particulars  of 
the  change  of  property  must  be  indorsed  on  the  Cer- 
tificate of  Registry. 

The  prominent  Features  of  the  whole  of  this  nau- 
tical Code,  have,  on  the  very  respectable  Authority 
already  quoted,  (see  page  533)  been  stated  to  be  as 
follows. 

FiW/,  The  securing  to  our  own  Shipping,  as  far  as 
circumstances  would  safely  permit.  Me  carrying 
Trade,  as  the  great  source  of  our  Naval  Strength  r 
Secondly,  The  confining  our  Trade,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, without  exciting  Jealousy  in  our  Neighbours,  to 
the  Capital  of  our  own  Merchants,  by  excluding  Fo- 
r signer  Si 
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retpters,  who  are  not  the  Subjects  of  the  Countries^ 
of  which  the  Articles  are  the  Growth,  Produce,  or 
Manufacture,  froirl  becoming  the  intermediate  Nego-. 
ciators : an<l  Thirdly,  The  encouragement  of  our 
own  Manufactures,  by  checking,  through  the  means 
of  absolute  prohibitions,  or  high  duties,  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  home  markets  of  such  Articles  of 
Foreign  Manufacture,  as  might  rival  our  own,  e^c* 
daily  those  in  a progressive  state  of  improvement. 

Under  the  operation  of  these  great  fundamental 
Laws  (it  seems  universally  admitted  that)  our  Trade, 
our  Navigation,  our  Revenue,  and  our  Manufac- 
tures, have  flourished  beyond  the  example  of  all 
other  nations. 

Commerce  early  became  an  object  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  Kingdom  ; and  .as  the  Merchants  in  all 
Countries  possess  a large  proportion  of  the  circulating 
medium,  it  was  natural  for  the  Government  to  look  to 
imposts  on  Trade  as  a source  of  Revenue.  Thus  a 
System  of  Taxation  was  established,  at  a period  almost 
coeval  with  the  commencement  of  our  Trade,  and 
has  been  progressively  extended  ever  since.  In  17p7, 
about  nine' millions  of  the  gross,  or  seven  millions  of 
the  net  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  were  drawn  frtMn 
Duties  on  Imports  and  Exports. 

Besides  the  Acts  above  generally  alluded  to,  several 
others,  passed  from  time  to  time,  and  of  a temporary 
and  confined  nature,  require  the  continued  attentioa 
of  the  Merchaiit  and  Ship-Owner.  They  will  be 
found  ‘detailed  at  length  with  great  accuracy  in 
S/eele's  Ship-Master  s Jssistant.  The  general  prin- 
ciples 
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df>^  *nd  bearing  of  them  arc  admirably  explaiocj 
io  Reeves's  History  of  the  Law  of  Shining  and  Navi^ 
gation,  and  very  clearly  arranged  and  abridged  in 
The  Law  Diet  tonary,  uixler  the  title  Nai'igaUoft^ 
Aitt. 


The  Revemte  Laws. 

The  general  nature  of  the  Duty  of  Ship-Masters 
and  Ship-Owners,  &c.  as  relates  to  the  Revenue, 
has  been  already  explained  in  Chapter  XIV.  p.'  389, 
{cc.  To  what  is  there  said,  it  does  not  at  present 
seem  necessary  to  add  any  thing  more  than  the  fol- 
lowing short  Extracts  of  a Law,  which  extends  to  all 
the  Ports  of  the  Kingdom. 

By  the  Act  13  and  14  Charles  II.  ea-p.  11,  Every 
Ship- Master  shall  within  three  days  of  his  arrival  from 
parts  beyond  the  Seas,  make  Entry  at  the  Custom- 
house (in  London,)  uponOath,  of  the  Burthen,  Con- 
tents, and  Lading  of  such  Ship,  jfvith  the  Marks, 
Numbers,  Qualities,  &c.  of  every  Parcel  of  Goods,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  ; also,  where  she  took  in 
her  Lading,  of  what  Country  built,  how  Manned, 
who  was  Master  during  the  \'oyage,  and  who  arc 
Owners.  And  in  .all  Outporis  of  the  Kingtlom  or 
their  Members,  shall  come  direedy  up  to  the  place  of 
Unlading,  as  the  condition  of  the  Port  requires,  and 
make  Entries  as  aforesaid,  on  Penalty  of  lOO/. 

Byi  3 of  the  same  Act,  No  Master  of  any  Ship, 
whether  British  .or  I'oreign,- bound  for  parts  beyond 
the  Seas,  shall  sidp  any  English  Goods  to  be  ex- 
ported, until  bc  tihall  have  entered  such  Ship  at  the 
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Custom-house  of  the  Port  of  Lading,  together  witl» 
the  Name  of  such  Ship-Master,  the  Burthen  of  the 
Ship,  the  Number  of  Guns  and  Ammunition,  and  to 
what  part  she  intends  to  sail,  and  before  she  shall  de- 
part shall  deliver  at  the  Custom-house  a Content  of 
the  Names  of  every  Person  who  shall  have  put  on 
board  any  such  Goods,  together  with  the  Marks  and 
Numbers,  and  shall  publicly,  in  the  Custom-house, 
upon  Oath,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  answer  such 
Questions,  as  shall  be  demanded  concerning  such 
Goods,  on  pain  of  lOO/.  And  no  Captain  of  any 
Shipof  War,  wherein  Goods  shall  have  been  brought 
from  beyond  Sea,  shall  suffer  to  be  discharged  ihta 
any  Lighter,  or  lade  on  Land  any  Goods,  before  such 
Captain  shall  have  declared  under  his  hand,  to  the 
OflScers  ap|X)inted  at  the  Custom-house,  the  Names 
of  every  Lader  of  Goods,  together  with  the  Number 
and  Marks,  and  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  every 
Parcel  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  shall  have 
answered  upon  Oath,  such  Questions  concerning 
such  Goods  as  shall  be  publicly  required,  at  the  Cus» 
tom-house ; and  shall  be  liable  to  all  Searches  aud 
other  Rules,  which  Merchant-Ships  are  subject  to, 
by  the  usage  of  the  Custom-house  (Victualling  Bills 
and  Entering  excepted)  under  Penalty  of  IQQ/. 

Of  the  Laws  respecting  Quarantine. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  the  Statute 
16  Geo.  IL  cap.  6.  which  is  explained  by  39  Geo.  U. 
cap.  8.  and  further  enforced  by  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  34. 

and 
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and  38  Geo.  III.  cap.  33.  In  these  Acts,  and  the 
Act  12  Geo.  III.  cap.  57,  arc  contained  Provisions 
for  purchasing  and  building  Lazaretto’s.  The  Sys- 
tem is,  however,  by  no  means  complete,  especially 
, as  regards  the  latter  particular ; as  instead  of  Land 
Lazarettos,  Vessels  arc  made  use  of  in  a wa}'  which 
perhaps  tends  rather  to  the  increasing  than  the  pre- 
venting of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  this 
dreadful  malady.* 

The 'following  Regulations  in  these  Statutes  re- 
quire the  attention  of  Ship-Masters, — “ All  Vessels 
arriving.  Persons  coming,  and  GfX)ds  imported,  into 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Isles  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  See. 
from  Places  whence  his  Majesty,  by  advice  of  his 
Council,  may  judge  it  probable  the  Infection  of  the 
Plague  may  be  brought,  shall  be  obliged  to  make 
their  Quarantine  in  such  pl.icc,  and  in  such  manner, 
and  for  such  time,  as  directed  by  order  of  Council, 
notified  by  Proclamation,  or  published  in  the  London 
Gazette  ; and  all  Persons  and  Goods  on  board  such 
Vessel,  and  all  Vessels,  Boats,  or  Persons,  receiving 
any  Goods  or  Persons  out  of  the  same,  arc  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  Orders  — .” 

The  Orders  of  Council  on  this  subject  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  Exigency  of  Circumstances. — Those 


• Sff  the  2^J  Re/ort  <tf  the  Fhtanee  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commoru. — And  the  Appendix  thereto",  B.  ["])  B.  (S)  B.  'g.)  as  ta 
the  Quarantine  Serfice  at  Hull,  Liverpool,  and  fortsmenth.  • 


Digitized  by  Google 


RIVER  POLICE.  ■ 5-H 

at  present  existing  will  be  found  in  Sleek's  Ship-r 
Master's  Assistant. 

Sliips  or  Vessels  bound  to  the  Port  of  London,  or 
any  Member,  Creeks,  or  other  Parts  thereof,  or  to 
the  River  Thames  or  Medway  must  perform  their 
Quarantine  in  Standgate  Creek. 

“ If  the  Plague  actually  appears  on  board  any  Ves- 
sel, being  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finisterre,  the 
Commander  is  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  harbour 
of  St.  Helen’s  Pool,  between  the  Islands  of  St. 
Helen’s  Teen,  and  North  Withel,  (being  off  the 
Islands  of  Scilly,)  or  to  such  other  place  as  his  Ma- 
jesty in  Council,  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint ; 
where  being  arrived,  the  Master  shall  make  known 
bis  case,  to  an  Officer  of  the  Customs,  who  is  to  ac- 
quaint some  Custom-house  Officer  of  a near  Port  in 
F.ngland  with  it,  and  he  is  with  all  speed  to  send  in- 
telligence thereof,  to  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries 
of  State.  The  Ship  must  wait  until  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  is  known,  and  none  of  the  Crew  must  go  on 
shore.  In  case  the  Commander  cannot  make  the 
Island  of  Scilly,  or  is  forced  up  either  of  the  Channels, 
be  must  not  enter  into  any  Port,  but  remain  in  some 
open  Road  till  he  receive  Orders  from  his  Majesty 
or  Privy  Council  ; and  must  take  care  to  prevent  any 
one  from  going  out  of  the  Ship,  and  avoid  all  inter- 
course with  other  Ships  or  Persons.  The  Master  or 
any  other  Person  on  board,  for  disobedience  herein, 
incurs  the  punishment  of  Felony,  without  benefit  qL 

Clergy; 
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Cfcrp^- ; for  wlilch  he  may  be  trfccl  in  tHe  County 
where  the  Offence  is  commitleJ,  or  where  he  is 
apprehended. 

“ When  any  Place  is  inferted  with  the  Plague  ; 
or  when  any  Order  made  by  his  Majesty  concerning 
Quarantine,  if  any  Vessel  attempt  to  enter  into  any 
Port  in  G real  Britain,  &c.  the  principal  Officer  of 
the  Customs,  or  Person  apjiointcd  to  see  Quarantine 
performed,  must  go  off,  or  cause  some  other  Person 
so  to  do,  and,  at  convenient  distance,  demand  the 
Name  of  tlie  Ship  end  Commander  ; at  what  Place 
the  Cargo  was  taken  on  board ; what  Places  she 
touched  at  in  her  Voyage  ; and  whether  any  and 
xvhich  of  them  were  infected  with  the  Plague;  how 
long  she  had  been  on  her  Passage  ; how  many  Per- 
sons were  on  board  when  she  set  sail  ; whether  any, 
and  what  Persons  on  board,  during  the  Voyage,  had 
been,  or  are,  infected  with  the  Plague;  how  many 
died  in  the  Voyage,  and  of  what  Dis(cm[x.*r ; what 
Vessels  he,  or  any  of  his  Ship’s  Company  with  his 
privity,  went  on  board,  or  had  any  of  their  Company 
come  on  board  bis  Vessel,  in  the  Voyage ; to  what 
Place  such  Vessels  belonged  ; and  finally,  the  trud 
Contents  of  his  Lading,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 
If  it  appears  that  any  Person  on  board  is  ihfccted, 
or  the  Ship  is  obliged  to  perform  Quarantine,  th6 
Officers  of  bis'Majcsty’s  Ships  of  War,  Forts,  or  Gar- 
risons, or  any  other  Officers,  arc,  upon  notice  given 
them,  to  obhgc'hcr  to  go  to  the  Place  appointed  foi* 
tint  purpose,  by  any  Force  or  Violence  necessary. 

And 
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And  if  Uie  Vessel  came  from  a Place  infeefeej,  ot*  ha# 
iuy  body  on  board  infected,  the  Gominandcr,  Or  Per- 
son on  board  having  charge,  concealing  it,  fe  made 
guilt)’  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of  Clergy,  and  hot 
making  a true  discovery  in  any  other  the  aforesaid 
particulars  forfeits  20o4  recoverable  in  the  superior 
Courts  of  Record,  or  the  proper  Courts  in  Jersey,  &c. 

" JEvery  Commander  of  a Vessel  ordered  to  per- 
form Quarantine,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  Place,  is  to 
deliver  to  the  chief  Officer  appointed  to  see  Quaran- 
tine performed,  such  Bill  of  Health  or  Manifest,  aS 
be  has  received  from  any  British  Consul,  during  hiS 
Voyage,  together  with  his  Log-Book  and  Journal,  on' 
forfeiture  of  oQOl.  recoverable  in  the  same  manner. 

Fvery  Commander  of  a Vessel  having  notice  td 
perform  Quarantine,  if  he  goes  on  shore,  or  onboard 
any  other  Vessel,  or  knowingly  suffer  any  Seamen  or 
Passenger  to  do  so  (without  Licence)  before  Qua- 
s&nttnc  is  duly  performed,  or  docs  not  cause  the  Ves- 
sel and  her  Lading  to  be  conveycrl  to  the  Places  ap- 
pointed for  that'  purpose,  respectively,  within  convc-' 
riient  time,  after  due  notice,  shall  forfeit  oOOL-  for 
every  Offence;  and  any  person  so  quitting  the  Ves- 
sel- may  be  compelled  to  return  on  board,  and  for 
every  Offence  is  to  suffer  six  months'  imprisonmetir, 
and  forfeit  200L  recoverable  as  befort-memioned."  — ’ 
If  a Pilot  quits  the  Ship,  Contrary’'  to  an  Ordbr  of 
the  King  in  Council,  though  pcrlia'jjfs'hedS  liable  to 
the  last  mentioned  Penalty;  yet  utrdcr'th^  ffrsr 
Clahse  of  Statute  20  Geo,  II.  cap.’G:-  which  contatrl? 

■ a general 
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• general  Prohibition,  without  any  particular  Penalty, 
be  may  be  indicted  for  a Misilemcatior,  and  punnibetl 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

" The  proper  Officers  authorised  to  put  in  exe- 
cution the  Orders  of  his  Majesty  in  Council,  arc  to 
compel  Persons  obliged  to  perfonn  Quarantine  to  re- 
pair, and  cause  the  Goods  comprised  in  that  order  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  Houses,  Lazarettos,  or  other 
places  provided  for  their  reception. 

“ Persons  wilfully  refusing  or  neglecting  to  repair 
thither,  within  convenient  time  after  due  notice,  or 
escaping,  or  attempting  to  escape,  from  thence  be- 
fore Quarantine  is  duly  performc<l,  may  be  compelled 
to  repair  or  return  thither,  by  such  force  as  the  case 
may  require  ; and  the  person  so  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing to  repair  thither, or  actually  escaping  from  thence, 
is  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony,  without  benefit 
of  Clergy. 

“ Any  Person  not  infected,  entering  into  a House, 
Lazaretto,  or  other  place,  while  Persons  infected  with 
the  Plague,  or  under  Quarantine,  are  there,  and  at- 
tempting to  return  from  thence,  (unless  by  proper 
Licence,)  may  he  compelled  by  the  Watchman  or 
Guard  upon  duty  to  return  thither  and  perform  Qua- 
rantine ; and,  in  case  of  actual  escape  before  it  is 
duly  performed,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony, 
without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

“ AnyOfficerof  theCustoms.or  othcrPcrson,whose 
business  it  is  to  execute  the  Orders  concerning  Qua- 
rantine, for  every  w ilful  breach  or  neglect  of  duty,  is 
*2  * to 
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<0  forfeit  his  Office,  and  be  incapable  of  a n<*w  Grant 
thereof,  and  also  forfeit  lOo/.  (recoverable  as  before- 
mentioned;)  and  for  embezzling  or  wilfully  damaging 
any  Goods  under  his  direction,  is  liable  to  treble  Da- 
mages and  full  Costs. 

“ After  Quarantine  has  been  duly  performed  by  any 
Vessel  or  Person,  upon  proof  by  the  Oaths  of  the 
Master,  and  two  of  the  Persons  belonging  to  the 
Vessel,  or  of  two  Witnesses,  before  the  Customer, 
&c.  of  the  Port  where  it  was  performed,  or  of  the  next 
Port,  or  of  a Justice  of  the  Peace  near  such  Port,  or 
two  Jurats  or  Magistrates  of  Jersey,  &c.  that  such 
Vessel  and  Persons  have  duly  performed  Quarantine, 
and  are  free  from  Infection  ; and  after  producing  a 
Certificate  to  that  purpose,  from  the  chief  Officer 
who  superintended  the  Quarantine  ; the  Persons  be- 
fore whom  the  proof  is  made,  are  to  give  a Certificate 
thereof,  and  the  Vessels  and  Persons  are  liable  to  no 
farther  detention. 

“ Any  Person  demanding  or  taking  any  Pee  or  Re- 
ward for  any  Oath,  Order,  or  Certificate,  directed  by 
this  Act,  forfeits  lOO/.  recoverable  with  treble  Costs, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  Penalties. 

Any  Person  directed  to  see  Quarantine  duly  per- 
formed, or  appointed  as  a Watchman,  deserting  from 
his  duty,  or  knowingly  suffering  any  Person,  Ship, 
or  Goods,  to  .depart  or  be  conveyed  from  the  place 
appointed  for  the  performance  of  Quarantine,  unless 
by  proper  Licence  ; or  any  Person  giving  a false  Cer- 
tificate of  a Ship’s  having  duly  performed  her  Qua- 
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rantinc,  is  to  suffer  Death,  as  in  eases  of  Felony, 
without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

“ Any  Person  wilfully  concealing  from  the  Officers 
of  Quarantine,  or  clandestinely  conveyingany  Letters, 
Goods,  or  Merchandise,  from  a Ship  under  or  liable 
to  perform  Quarantine,  or  from  any  other  place  where 
Goods  are  performing  Quarantine,  shall  suffer  death, 
as  in  cases  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of  Clergv. 

“ When  any  part  of  Grc.it  Britain,  Ireland,  &c.  or 
France,  Spin,  Portugal,  or  the  low  Countries,  is  in- 
fected with  the  Plague,  his  Majesty  may,  by  Piix-la- 
mation,  prohibit  any  small  Boat  or  Vessel,  unde  *he 
burthen  of  20  Tons,  from  going  out  of  avy  Port  of 
Great  Britain,  See.  until  Security  is  given  by  the 
Mas  ter,  in  the  Penalty  of  300/.  that  she  shall  uc  t go 
to,  or  touch  at,  any  Country,  Port,  or  Plate,  men- 
tioned for  that  purpose  in  such  Proclamation ; and 
that  no  Person  on  board  the  Ship,  shall  go  on  board 
any  other  Vessel  at  Sea ; and  that  be  shall  not  suffer 
any  person  to  come  on  board  her  from  any  other 
Vessel  at  Sea ; and  that  he  shall  not  receive  any 
GtXKis  or  Merchandise  out  of  any  other  Vessel : Any 
Boat  or  Vessel,  going  out  before  such  Security  is 
given,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  ALister  and  every 
Mariner  convicted  of  sailing  in  her,  by  the  Oath  of 
one  credible  Witness,  before  a Justice  of  the  Peace, 
where  the  Offender  is  found  (or  by  the  Courts  in 
yersey.  Sic.)  shall  forfeit  20J.  leviable  by  Distress  and 
Sale  ; and  for  want  of  Distress,  the  Offender  shall  be 
committed  to  Prison  for  three  months.” 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Rules,  the  principal 
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Officer  of  the  Customs,  or  such  person  as  shall  be  au- 
thorised to  sec  Quarantine  duly  performed,  is  em- 
povrered  by  28  Geo.  HI.  cap.  34,  to  demand  of  the 
Ct)inmandcr  of  any  Ship  attempting  to  enter  into 
any  Port  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  &c.  a true  account 
of  the  following  particulars  ; (that  is  to  say,)  whether 
his  Ship  or  Vessel  touched  at  the  Isle  of  Rhodes, 
the  Morea,  or  any  part  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  within 
the  Mediterranean  or  Levant  Seas,  or  the  Port  of 
Mogadorc  ; or  whether  any  of  the  Ship’s  Company, 
or  any  other  person  on  board  his  Ship  or  V’’essel,  had, 
daring  the  Voyage  homeward,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, any  communication  with  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
coming  from  any  of  those  Countries  ? What  Pilot 
or  Pilots,  or  other  Person  from  the  Shores  of  Great 
Britain,  Sciily,  &c.  have  been  on  board  his  Ship  or* 
Vessel,  or  had  any  communication  with  his  Ship’s 
Company  in  any  manner  whatever  during  the  Voyage 
homewards  ? And  whether  any  of  his  Ship’s  Com- 
pany had  been  sick,  and  of  what  disorder,  in  the 
course  of  a Voyage,  or  were  so  at  the  time  the  parti- 
culaj-s  are  demanded  ? And  in  case  such  Com- 
ma rxler  shall  give  a false  Answer  to  any  of  the  Par- 
ticulars, he  shall  forfeit200/.  recoverable  as  under  the 
former  Act. 

By  38  Geo.  III.  cap.‘33.  §2,  If  any  Pilot  shall 
conduct  any  Ship  or  Vessel  liable  to  the  perform- 
ance of  Quarantine  into  any  place  which  shall  not 
be  appointed  for  the  reception  of  Ships  and  Vessels 
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SO  liable  to  the  performance  of  Quarantine,  unless 
compelled  by  Stress  of  Weather,  such  Pilot  shall  for- 
feit lOo/.  recoverable  as  under  the  Revenue  Laws. 

By  the  same  Act,  that  and  all  former  Acts  regard- 
ing Quarantine,  shall  extend  to  all  Diseases,  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  declared  infectious  by  Proclama- 
tion, or  by  Publication  in  the  Gazette,  whether  such 
Diseases  be  denominated Plague  or  not. 


ItfgiilaPoHS  res^ecthtg  Convoys. 

By  Statute  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  § 8,  If  th« 
Captain  of  any  Merchant-Ship  under  Convoy,  shall 
wilfully  disobey  signals  or  instructions,  or  any  other 
lawful  command  of  the  Commander  of  the  Convoy, 
or  shall  desert  the  Convoy  without  leave,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  be  articled  against  in  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty for  such  disobedience,  and,  upon  con\dction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  500/.  and  shall  suffer  such 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  year,  as  the  said 
Court  shall  adjudge. 

By  the  Statute  38  Geo.  III.  c.np.  76,  *^For  the 
better  protection  of  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  &c.” 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  ///e  Cotrjoy  Act,  the 
Preamble  of  which  recites,  that  “ it  will  add  to  the 
security  of  Trade,  to  prevent  Ships  from  sailing  with- 
out Convoy,”  it  is  enacted,  That  no  British  Vessel 
[except  such  as  arc  not  required  to  be  registered  ; or 
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such  ashre  licenced  by  the  Admiralty  to  sail  without 
Convoy  ; or  are  proceeding  to  join  Convoy  ; or  such 
as  arc  bound  to  any  Port  in  Ireland ; or  Coasting 
Vessels  ; or  East-India  or  Hudson’s  Bay  Ships  ; and 
in  certain  cases  (by  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  32.)  Newfound- 
land Ships]  shall  in  future  sail  or  depart  from  any 
Port  or  Place  whatever,  unless  under  the  Convoy  or 
Protection  of  Ships  appointed for  that  purpose. 

The  Master  or  Commander  of  every  such  Ship  or 
Vessel  which  shall  sail  under  Convoy  shall  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  continue  therewith  during  the 
whole  of  the  Voyage,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  such 
Convoy  shall  be  directed  to  accompany  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  and  shall  not  wilfully  separate  therefrom  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  without  order  or  leave  from 
the  Officer  commanding  such  Convoy. 

Any  Master  or  Commander  who  shall,  contrary  to 
the  Act,  sail  without  Convoy,  or  shall  afterwards  de- 
sert or  wilfully  separate  or  depart  from  the  same, 
without  leave  obtained  from  the  Officer  entrusted 
with  the  charge  thereof,  before  such  Ship  or  Vessel ' 
shall  have  arrived  at  the  port  or  place  of  her  desti- 
nation, or  so  far  on  her  Voyage  as  such  Convoy  shall 
be  directed  to  accompany  and  protect  her,  shall  for- 
feit for  every  Offence,  lOOO/. : And  in  case  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  Cargo  of  such  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel shall  consist  of  Naval  or  Military  Stores,  he 
shall  forfeit  1500/.  But  the  Court  in  which  any 
Action  or  Suit  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Penalty  shall 
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bt  tried  Rwy  Bslugttc  the  same,  so  as  not  to  be  Icsa 
tfc»T 

rS:  C" -tt?f  ^ ^ Geo.  1 II.  c.  65.  noticed  in  p.  5.48, 
•»'''■>  --t:  : Act,  artkred  to  be  p.iimed  on  a 
1 x-Kae  conspicuous  part  of  every 
Xc'  *•.  -O''  •-  .'*T  -xnalrr  cf  50/. 

:*  £ 5-;  S*  sailing  without  Convoy  all 

' . - : .•-7t,::,:rcr  aiatie  thereon,  or  cn  Goods 
i-  ^ ■ IT  • ^rH)Q  privy  to  her  sailing 

. are  iee^red  ridl  and  void;  and 

- IP '« ^eti  cn  Rirtics  to  such  In- 

j :..r,  _r  3:-j«ir5fc  ar.t...;g  oc  paying-  any  loss 

' - c -c  iut  Tcm  Port,  the  Mas- 
nti?t  i‘*  e Bond  at  the  Custom- 
».  >i.r~  ••  II  1 cenahy  equal  to  the 

c-  -ct  t.»  without  Convoy,  nor 
i sua  i?:s  extends  to  Ships 

•*  .t'  tr  c-.j  Convey. 

-r  xv-Tcraiic  hy  Action  in  the 

V • C . V 

. , ^ A-'jwrr  i/Kil  tie  rf^hJaiwif 

.0  Ccc.  ir!.  cac.  66.  ^ 15,  All  Ap- 
X V . V «.•  'c  to  cttxiu  Letters  of 

^ ,v  s • . . V 1 . _ »:::irg,  setrirg  Ibith  the 

s'.\..v  t N.v>^  ^t;c.' tic  Vessel,  speciiy  ir.g  her  Name 
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and  Burtlien,BaiIt,  number  of  Guns,  to  what  Place  be- 
longing, Owners’  Names,  and  number  of  the  Crew. 
All  these  particulars  are  to  be  inserted  in  the  Letter 
of  Marque,  which  is  to  be  produced  by  the  Com- 
mander to  the  Collector,  Ctistoiner,  or  Searcher  dt 
the  Port,  from  whieh  the  Ship  shall  be  first  fitted 
out ; who  is  to  examine  the  Vessel,  and  grant  a Cer- 
tificate of  the  Vessel’s  being  of  equal  or  greater  force 
than  stated  ; such  Certificate  to  be  deemed  a neces- 
sary Clearance  before  the  Ship’s  being  permitted  to 
sail : A Penalty  of  1000/.  is  imposed  on  the  Com- 
mander sailing  without  such  Certificate,  or  with  a 
force  inferior  to  that  specified  in  the  Letter  of 
Marque  : Recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Record  ; 
and  also,  not  more  than  one  year’s  imprisonment  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

By  § ly  of  the  same  Act,  the  Letter  of  M’arqud 
shall  be  forfeited  in  case  of  any  Ofiene'es  by  the 
Owners  or  Commander  of  the  Vessel,  against  the 
Revenue  Laws. 

By  § 8 of  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  109.  (for  amending  the 
foregoing  Act  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  6fi.)  the  Commander 
of  every  Letter  of  Marque  is  directed  to  keep  a Jour- 
nal, containing  an  exact  account  of  his  daily  Trans-’ 
actions,  the  capture  of  Prizes,  and  disposal  thereof, 
and  all  information  which  he  can  obtain  as  to  the 
Enemies’  Fleets,  their  Force,  Destination,  &c.  Oa 
his  arrival  at  any  Port  of  his  Majesty’s  Dominions^  he 
is  to  deliver  up  this  Journal  to  the  Chief  OfEder  of 
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the  Customs,  and  verify  the  Contents  on  Oath.  This 
Journal  is  by  the  Custom-house  Officer  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Admiralty  with  an  account  of  the  Crew, 
See.  who  arc  to  be  mustered  on  board  in  the  Port,  by 
the  Tide-Surveyor.  A new  Certificate  is  to  be 
granted  by  the  Custom-house  Officer  of  the  Ship’s 
being  properly  manned  and  armed  ; A Penalty  of 
lOO/.  recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Record,  is  im- 
posed on  the  Custom-house  Officer  giving  a false 
Certificate. 

By  § 9 of  the  same  Act,  directions  arc  given  for 
the  conduct  of  Commanders  on  meeting  Ships  o{ 
War,  or  in  the  Service  of  the  Revenue  ; to  the  Cap- 
tains of  whom  they  arc  to  produce  their  Journal,  as 
also  to  British  Consuls  at  Foreign  Ports,  who  are  to 
act  as  Custom-house  Officers  arc  directed  to  do  in 
British  Ports. 

A Penalty  of  500/.  recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Re- 
cord, is  impossed  on  the  Commanders  of  Letters  of 
Marque,  neglecting  or  transgressing  any  of  the  fore- 
going Regulations  ; and  on  swearing  falsely  they  are 
liable  to  the  Penalties  of  Perjury.  By  any  such 
neglect  or  transgression  the  Letters  of  Marque  also 
become  null  and  void. 

It  may  be  proper  also  in  this  place  to  notice  the 
restrictions  on  ransoming  Ships,  captured  cither  from 
or  ly  the  Enemy. 

By  the  said  Statute  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  § 36, 
Any  Commander  of  any  Privateer,  who  shall  agree 

for 
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for  the  ransom  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  taken  as  a 
Prize,  and  shall  in  pursuance  thereof,  actually  quit, 
set  at  liberty,  or  discharge  any  such  Prize,  instead  of 
bringing  the  same  into  some  Port,  (unless  in  case  of 
extreme  necessity,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty,) shall  forfeit  his  Letter  of  Marque,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  Fine  and  Imprisonment,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

The  37  th  Section  of  the  said  Act  provides,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Subjects  to  ransom,  or  con- 
tract,or  agree  to  ransom,any  British  Ship  orVessel,  or 
any  Merchandise  or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  cap- 
tured by  the  Subjects  of  any  State  at  War  with  his 
Majesty,  or  by  any  Persons  committing  Hostilities 
against  his  Majesty’s  Subjects. 

All  Contracts  and  Agreements  entered  into,  and 
all  Bills,  Notes,  and  other  Securities,  given  by  any 
Person,  for  Ransom  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise or  Gkiods  on  board  the  same,  arc  (by 
§ 38  of  the  Act)  declared  to  be  absplutely  null 
and  void. 

Any  Person  who  shall  ransom,  or  contract,  or 
agree  to  ransom,  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise, or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  shall,  for  every 
such  Offence,  forfeit  500/.  recoverable  with  full 
Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
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In  addition  to  what  is  stated  in  page  345,  as  to 
Pilots  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Trinity-House, 
for  Ship?  dcnin  the  Thames,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
by  the  Statute  3 Geo.  I.  cap.  13.  (now  in  force  till 
March  25,  1806)  no  Persons  arc  permitted  to  pilot 
any  Ships  from  Dover,  Deal,  or  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
to  any  place  in  the  Rivers  Thames  or  Medway,  but 
such  as  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the 
Trinity -I louse  of  Dover,  &c.  aiul  admitted  into  that 
Society;  on  Penalty,  for  the  first  Ofience,  of  lO/. ' 
the  second  20/.  and  for  every’  subsequent  one  40/. 
recoverable  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  or  in  the  superior  Courts  of  Record.  Masters 
or  Mates  of  Vessels,  or  Part-Owners  residing  at  Deal 
may  pilot  their  own  Vessels.  And  if  a qualified 
pilot  is  not  ready  within  one  hour,  no  Penalty  at- 
taches for  employing  a Pilot  not  of  the  Trinity- 
House.  Masters  may  choose  their  Pilots,  and  if  a 
Pilot  is  not  employed  at  least  twice  a year,  he  is  not 
to  continue  in  the  Society. 

The  Prices  of  Pilotage  arc  also  settled  by  this  Act, 
viz : — 


1.  J. 

For  Vessels  draw  ing  Seven  Foot  Water  3 10  O 
P’or  Vessels  drawing  Right  Foot  Water  4 0 0 


and 
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and  KJy.  additional,  for  every  additional  Foot  in  the 
Draft  of  Water,  to  seventeen  Foot,  for  which  the 
Kate  is  8l.  lOi.  from  Dover,  Deal,  or  the  Isle  of 
*Thanet,  to  any  Place  in  the  Thames  or  Medvoay  - 
No  Allowance  to  be  made  for  odd  Inches. 

A Pilot  losing  a Ship  is  for  ever  after  incapacitated 
from  acting.  The  number  of  Pilots  is  not  to  be  less 
than  One  Hundred  and  Twenty,  and  their  Names 
are  every  Lady-day  to  be  fixed  up  in  the  Custom- 
Houses  at  London  and  Dover. 

By  the  same  Act  all  disputes  relative  to  the  Sal- 
vage of  Anchors,  Cables,  &c.  are  to  be  determined 
(in  twelve  hours’  time)  by  three  Persons  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

By  ^ 14  of  the  Statute  7 Geo.  I.  cap.  21,  The 
Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  the  assent 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Load-manage,  and  Of  the 
Xrinity-House,  at  a Court  of  Load-manage,  is  em-  • 
powered  to  make  Orders  and  Regulations  for  the 
better  Government  of  these  Pilots. 

The  Pilots  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  have  been  re- 
gulated by  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  last  now  in  force 
is  that  of  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  78,  of  which  an  Ab- 
stract is  given  in  Steels  Shif-Helasters  Assistant. 

Of  the  hiahiUty  of  Owners  of  Ships,  for  Losses  or 
Embezzlement  of  Goods. 

/ 

On  this  Subject  there  are  two  Statutes  requiring 
the  attention  of  Owners  and  Freighters. 

The 
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The  first  of  these  is  the  Statute  7 Geo.  II.  cap.  15. 
the  I'rvainhlc  to  which  recites  it  to  be  “ of  the 
jfTvtucst  iinjwtancc  to  this  Kingdom  to  promote  the 
ol*  Shipping,  and  to  prevent  any  discourage- 
to  Merchants,  &c.  concerned  therein  : That  it 
*.vco  that  in  many  cases  Owners  of  Ships 
V*  a.'^sweraMe  kv  Goods  shipped  on  board,  although 
',1-nc  wenr  nude  away  with  by  the  Master  or 
Mi-  cfs,  wi.'XHit  the  knowledge  or  privity  of  the 
b\  ».*'  ch  means  Per-ons  were  discouraared 
.-eg  their  rortunesas  Owners  of  Ships  ; 
t ww‘ : recesurily  tend  to  the  [)rejudicc  of 
I'totv  ATvi  N.'«'gat.on  :**  Few  ascertaining  and  set- 
1'  *g  ;>.c  ihcre.^ere,  it  is  enacted,  that  in 

It.tttiv'  no  L'S»‘".er  shall  be  liable  to  make  good  any 
1-t'SS  oc  tXirtvge.  by  reason  of  any  embezzlement, 
sevTv . cc  u akii-g  away,  hy  :lu  Masler  or  Mariners, 
c:  ary  Ooid..  Stiver,  Jewels,  or  other  Goods,  or  for 
arv  Act.  cr  Forfeiture,  occasioned  or  in- 

cr.trrd  . ^ the  Master  or  Mariners,  without  the  pri- 
v.:x  a-vl  k.  vw.  !«\’ge  ci*  sticb  Owner,  tnenj  ihe  value 
**'  ikr  vVt.r,  OTi.  . ti  F’c.^xi  f^r  iht  f~(^age, 

fi\  li'ic  Statute  id  Gea  III.  cap.  SO,  to  explain 
*i;d  Airci'd  the  *vrv'gri:'g  Act,af:cr  reciting  the  above 
iscv't',  *Vvi  that  all  Alasters,  Captains,  and 
t.V  rr:s  were  bx  I.aw  restxtcti\Tlv  liable  to  answer  for 
thev-.l.c  cf  Cvwls  shij'txd,  notwithstanding  they 
loj.t  b\  ir  .V.-T,  fy.',  CT  other  Accident ; other 
tlwin  bv  the  King's  Ei^etnies,  the  Perils  of  the  Sea, 
ivi  the  Act  o;  lioDj  or  uakss  the  Master  or  some  of 

the 
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the  Ship’s  Gjmpany  were  privy  to  such  Robbery  ; in 
"wliich  case  alone,  the  responsibility  of  the  Owners 
was  by  the  former  Act  limited  to  the  value  of  the 
Ship  and  Freight  : To  prevent,  therefore,  the  re- 
sponsibility to  which  the  Owners,  &c.  still  continued 
exposed,  it  is  enacted.  That  ;w  Owner  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel  shall  be  liable  to  answer  for  any  Loss  or  Da- 
mage, by  reason  of  any  Robbery,  Embezzlement, 
secreting,  or  making  away  with  of  any  Gold, 
Silver,  Jewels,  or  Merchandise,  shipped  on  board  any 
Vessel,  or  for  any  Act,  Damage,  or  Forfeiture,  occa- 
sioned or  incurred  without  the  Privity  of  such  O^vners, 
beyond  the  value  of  the  Ship  and  Freight,  although 
the  Master  or  Mariners  are  not  concerned  in  or  privy 
to  such  Robbery  : Nor  for  any  Loss  or  Damage  to 
any  Goods  or  Merchandise  whatsoever,  by  reason  or 
means  of  any  Fire  happening  on  board  the  Ship ; 
Nor  for  any  Gold,  Silver,  Watches,  or  Jewels,  unless 
the  nature  and  value  of  them  is,  at  the  time  of  their 
shipping,  inserted  in  the  Bill  of  Lading,  or  otherwise 
declared  in  Writing,  by  the  Shipper  to  the  Owners  , 
or  Master  of  the  Ship. 

These  Acts  also  provide,  that  if  several  Proprie- 
tors of  Goods  should  happen  to  suffer  by  such  Rob- 
bery, Embezzlement,  &c.  and  the  whole  value  of  the 
Ship  and  Freight  should  not  be  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate all  their  Losses  the  Proprietors  shall  be  satisfied  in 
average  Proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  Losses and 
that  to  ascertain  the  amount  and  proportion  of  such 
Losses,  either  the  Freighters  or  the  Owners  may  file 
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a Bill  of  Discovery,  in  any  Court  of  Equity,  The 
Owners,  on  exhibiting  every  such  Bill,  arc  to  swear, 
that  they  are  not  guilty  of  any  colluaon  on  the 
Subject. 

It  is  expressly  declared,  that  the  Acts  shall  not 
lessen  or  discharge  any  remedy  against  the  Master  or 
Mariners. 


Thus  has  the  Author  endeavoured  to  bring  under 
the  review  of  his  Gimmcrcial  and  Nautical  Readers, 
that  species  of  Information  with  respect  to  the  Laws 
of  Commerce,  Shipping,  and  Navigation,  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  interesting,  and  of  course  likely  to  ba 
useful  and  advantageous. 

The  mass  of  Information,  which  is  thus  compressed 
within  so  narrow  compass,  will  p.^ovc  also  a conve- 
nience to  Men  of  Business,  whose  time  does  not  ad- 
mit of  that  minute  Investigation,  to  which  it  is  only 
necessary  to  resort,  where  cases  occur  requiring  legal 
discussion. 

As  a Directory  through  the  Labyrinth  of  Commer- 
cial and  Nautical  Jiu-isprudcnce,  this  General  Vtevt 
will  be  found  desireable.  It  will  require  but  a very 
abort  time  to  fix  upon  the  mind  a knowledge  of  what 
b required  of  Commercial  and  Nautical  Men  to  per- 
form ; while  a Beacon  is  held  out,  shewing  the  Pains 
and  Penalties  which  it  is  necessary  to  avoid. 

In  no  Work,  which  has  come  under  the  Author’s 

notice. 
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notice,  has  the  same  comprehensive  View  been  given 
of  this  interesting  Subject,  which  may  not  be  the  less 
valuable,  as  much  pains  ha  VC  been  bestowed  in  stripping 
the  acts  of  their  Technical  Phraseology  aiwl  Verbiage, 
and  reducing  the  extracts  as  much  as  }X)ssible,  with- 
out doing  violence  to  Accuracy  in  the  Abridgements, 
to  which  the  greatest  attention  has  been  paid. 

It  remains  therefore,  only  for  the  Author  to  close 
tb  is  Work  by  a Summary  View  of  such  particular 
Laws,  as  may  be  considered  as  a Ground- Work  for  a 
Compilation,  long  and  ardently  called  for  by  the 
Ship-Masters  trading  to  the  River  Thames,  namely, 
TXf  jKu/t's  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London, 
which  will  form  the  subject  of  the  following  and  last 
Chapter. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

IntroJucllon,  rtf>ltin^t0ry  of  the  advantages  of  art 
Abstract  of  the  Rigulations  applicable  to  the  River 
'Thames: — \st.  Legisla/rae  Rales  respecting  Pilots. 
— InJ.  Ri'vetnte  Ojfccrs. — Zj.  The  Passage  from 
Gravesend  to  London. — Ath.  Guns  Shotted  in  the 
R 'n  er. — bth  Gunpoivder,  and  when  and  where  to 
he  Lindt d. — (i^A.  Ships  Mooring  in  St.  Saviours 
Doci. — ~th.  J’essels  from  Foreign  parts. — &th.  Ships 
La.ii'H  with  Tcbacco. — p/A.  Harbour  Masters. — 
llvA.  Principal  Regulations  to  be  observed  on  the 
arrival  of  Ships  at  the  Port  of  Discharge. — 1 Ith. 
By  J cssels  taking  in  Cargoes. — 1‘2/A.  Ships  in 
Ballast. — 13/A.  Ballast  for  Ships  outward-bound. — 
14/A.  The  Heating  or  Melting  Pitch,  or  other 
Ccnihistihle  Matter. — 15/A.  Bamboats. — l6/A.  Bye 
Lav  s of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  as  they  relate  to 
the  River  Thames. — 17 /A.  Regulations  of  the  Gene- 
ral y lee  ting  of  the  li  es t- India  Merchants,  respect- 
ing Ships  in  that  Trade. — 18/A.  Legislative  Regu- 
lations respecting  Qu.iys,  llharfs,  and  llliarfitigers. 
— Ip/A.  Respecting  the  Hiring  of  Seamen. — 20/A. 
Incroachmenls  and  Huisances  on  the  River  Thames. 
— And  Lastly,  General  Observations  on  the  Penal 
Statutes  applicable  to  the  River;  the  means  of  Pre- 
vention ; and  the  mode  of  obtaining  relief  when 
Offences  are  committed. 
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/VN  ardent  desire  to  convey  that  species  of  infor- 
mation, "within  the  shortest  possible  compass,  which 
may  protect  Ship-masters  and  others,  trading  to,  or 
employed  on  the  River  Thames,  against  a variety  of 
penalties,  has  produced  the  following  Compendium, 
which  may,  in  most  respects,  be  considered  as  com- 
prehending the  principal  Ruks  of  the  Port.  If,  by 
such  a compilation,  containing  a concise  Abstract 
of  the  Laws  and  Usages  as  they  ap[)ly  to  the  River 
Thames,  good  order  should  be  promoted,  in  a greater 
degree  than  heretofore,  and  innocent  and  unin- 
formed Ship-Masters  and  others  instructed,  tvith 
respect  to  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  to  perform, 
and  the  offences  they  ought  to  avoid,  a considerable 
object  will  be  gained  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Police  of  the  River  Thames  ; as,  by  this  species  of 
knowledge,  the  unwary  are  forewarned,  and  a pros- 
pect opened,  through  the  same  medium,  of  lessening 
the  demand  for  punishment,  and  diminishing  the 
convictions  on  penal  offences — while  a greater 

to  the 

Impelled  by  a strong  sense  of  the  importance  of 
the  object  explained,  and  by  an  anxious  wish,  in 
some  degree,  to  supply  a'dcficicney,  which  has  been 
long  felt  as  a grievanec,  an  attempt  is  now  made  to 
arrange,  under  the  following  Heads,  a sketch  of 
what  may  not  improperly  be  denominated. 


degree  of  security  is  established  with  respect 
danger  of  conflagration. 
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AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE, 

9 

AND  OTHER 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

OP  THE 

PORT  OF  LONDON, 

For  the  Information  of  Ship-Masters,  and  others  fre- 
quenting the  Port  of  London,  or  employed  ht  different 
Pursuits  on  the  River  Thames,  or  the  Wharfs,  and 
Landing  Places  adjacent  thereto. 

SECT.  I. — Respecting  Pilots. 

Every  person  taking  upon  himself  the  charge  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  (except  Colliers  and  Coasters)  ap- 
proaching the  River  Thames  or  Medway,  or  depart- 
ing therefrom  down  the  said  Rivers,  or  through  the 
North  Channel,  to  or  by  Orfordneas,  or  round  the 
Long  Sand-Head  into  the  Downs,  or  down  the 
South  Channel  into  the  Downs,  or  from  or  by  Or- 
fordness  up  the  North  Channel,  or  the  River  Thames, 
or  Medway,  must  be  piloted  only  by  persons  duly 
licenced  and  authorized  under  the  Seal  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Stroud. 
By  the  Aet  of  5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20.  every  Pilot 
taking  charge  of  Vessels  as  aforesaid,  without  being 
duly  licenced,  forfeits  20l.  The  Rates  of  Pilotage- 
are  settled  by  the  said  Corporation  of  the  Trinity- ‘ 
House,  under  the  Authority  of  the  above-ihen-. 
tioned  Act. 
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Pilots  for  Ships  up  the  River  Thames,  must  be 
licenced  by  the  Trinity-House  at  Dover, 

SECT.  II. — Respecting  Revenue  Officers. 

Every  Ship-Master  * on  approaching  the  Port  of 
London,  inward-bound, (ordepartingoutward-bound,) 
is  to  bring  to  at  the  usual  places  to  receive  Revenue 
Officers  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the. 
Cargo,  who  are  to  have  access  to  every  part  of  the 
Ship  ; and  if  the  keys  of  chests,  &c.  are  not  de- 
livered to  them,  or  the  places  where  the  goods  ar« 
stowed  are  not  opened,  the  Tidesmen  are  authorized 
to  send  for  their  Superior  Officers,  who  may  open 
them. — Penalty  lOOl. — By  the  Act  27  Geo.  III. 
cap.  13. 

By  the  Stat.  9 Geo.  II.  cap.  35,  If  any  Officer 
of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  being  on  board  of  any 
Vessel  within  the  limits  of  any  Port,  be  forcibly 
hindered  or  beaten  in  the  execution  of  his  Office, 
the  party  or  parties  offending  shall,  on  conviction, 
be  transported  for  seven  years : — And  by  1 9 Geo. 
II.  cap.  34,  If  any  person  shall  shoot,  maim,  or 
dangerously  wound  any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  on 
attempting  to  go  on  board  of  any  Vessel  within  the 

* On  coming  within  FoutLeagnes  of  the'Coast,  every  Ship-Master 
ii,  bound  by  the  Act  of  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  15.  under  a penalty 
of  tool,  to  produce  his  Manifest  to  the  First  Custom-House  Officer 
coming  on  board,  who  shall  certify  the  produedon  on  the 
back  thereof. — He  shall  also  furnish  tire  said  Officer  with  a Copy, 
who  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port  where  the 
Goods  are  consigned,  under  the  like  penalty  of  tool. 
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limits  of  the  Port  of  London,  (or  any  other  Port,) 
or  after  such  Officer  is  on  board  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  such  offender  or  offenders,  on  conviciiun, 
shall  suffer  death. — And  further,  by  24  Geo.  UI. 
stat.  2.  cap.  47,  If  any  person  on  shore,  or  on 
board  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Uoat,  shall  maliciously 
shoot  at  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Boat,  or  maun  or 
wound  any  Officer  belonging^  to  the  Navy,  or  to  the 
Customs  or  Exercise,  within  the  limits  of  the  Port 
of  London,  (or  any  other  Port  in  Great  Britain,  or 
within  four  leagues  of  the  Coast,)  while  such  Officers 
arc  attempting  to  go  on  board — or  while  on  board — 
or  returning,  or  otherwise  acting  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty,  every  offender  shall,  on  conviction, 
suffer  death  ; and  further,  by  the  Act  of  IQ 
Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  If  any  person  shall  assault, 
resist,  oppose,  molest,  or  hinder  any  Officers  of 
Customs  or  Excise,  in  Seizing  any  Goods  liable  to 
be  Seized,  or  shall  by  force  or  violence  rescue,  or 
cause  to  be  rescued,  any  of  the  said  Goods  after  be- 
ing Seized,  or  shall  attempt  to  do  so  ; or  after  such 
Seizures  made,  shall  break  or  damage  any  Casks  or 
Packages,  where  the  same  arc  contained  ; the  parlies 
od'ending,  on  conviction,  may  be  im}»risoncd,  in  the 
House  of  Con'cction,  for  three  months. 

SECT.  III. — Time  aUoxvcd  lo  !>ass  from  Gravescrui 

Latulon. 

By  13  & 14  Car.  II.  cap.  11.  No  Ship  arriving 
from  beyond  Sea,  shall  be  above  three  days  coming 
i - • 2 ' ■ from 
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firwn  Gravesend  to  hei*  place  of  discharge,  in  the 
River  Thames,  without  touching  at  any  Wharf, 
Quay,  or  Place  adjoining  to  cither  shore,  between 
Gravesend  and  Chester’s  Quay,  unless  hindered  by 
contrary  winds,  or  other  just  impfcdiment,  to  bo 
allowed  by  the  principal  Officers  of  the  Customs. 

SECT.  IV. — Respecting  Guns  fired  and  shotted. 

Bj  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  II.  cap,  20,  No  Com- 
mander, or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship,  (except  his 
Majesty’s  Ships,)  while  in  the  River  Thames,  shall 
permit  any  Gun  to  be  fired  before  sun -rising  or  after 
sun-setting,  under  the  penalty  of  lol,  for  every  Gun 
so  fired ; nor  shall  any  Gun  be  shotted  after  any 
Ship  Of  Vessel  shall  be  in  the  River  Thames,  between 
Blackwall  and  London  Bridge,  under  the  penalty  of 
5l.  for  each  Gun  so  kept  shotted. 

SECT.  V. — Respecting  Gun-powder,  and  when  and 
wJtere  to  be  landed. 

By  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  and  12  Geo.  III. 
cap.  6l,  The  Commander  of  every  Ship  or  Vessel 
arriving  within  the  Port  of  London,  (norbetng  in  his 
Majesty’s  Service,)  is‘  bound  to  Land  all  the  Gun- 
powder on  board,  except  25ib.  citho’  before  !tbe 
arrival  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  at  Blackwall,  or  with- 
in twenty-four  hours,  (in' Case  the  weather  will  per». 
mit,)  after  coming  to  anchor  there,  or  at  the 
of  unlading. — Nor  shall  any  Ship-Master,  or  other 
person  on  board,  receive  bn  board  of  aiiy  outwsu-d- 
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bound  Ves^d,  more  than  25lb.  of  Gan-powder,  be- 
fore such  Vessel  falls  down  to  Blackwall,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting,  in  both  eases,  all  the  Gun-powder  found 
on  Board  above  Q5lb.  and  also,  in  dtber  case,  2s. 
fbr  every  pound  of  Powder  found  on  Board  above 
the  said  25lb.  which  is  allowed, — and  no  Gun- 
powder, (exceeding  100  pounds,)  shall  be  conveyed 
by  water  in  any  Barge,  Boat,  or  other  Vessel,  (ex- 
cept in  Vessels  with  Gun- powder  imported  from, 
or  to  be  exported  to  any  place  beyond  Sea,  or 
going  Coastwise,)  that  hath  not  a close  deck,  and 
which  shall  not  be  covered  besides  with  Raw  Hides 
or  Tarpaulins;  and  all  Gun-powder,  water-borne 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  barrels  closed,  joined,  or 
hooped,  without  any  Iron  about  them;  and  each  barrel 
shall  contain  no  more  than  lOOib.  of  Gun-powder, 
and  not  more  than  200  barrels  shall  be  conveyed  in 
any  Boat  or  Barge  at  the  same  time.  All  Gun- 
powder carried  or  removed  in  any  other  manner 
than  before  prescribed,  is  liable  to  be  seized,  and 

forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 

...  ^ 

SECr.  VI. — Regulations  respecting  Ship^^moori^  at 
- : St.  Saviour  s Dock.  , 

By  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  11.  cap.  20,  It  is  enacted, 
that  in  case  any  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be  laid  up 
or  moored  in  the  mouth,  or  any  part  of  St.  Saviour’s 
Dock,  in  the  County  of  Surrey  ; (except  such  Ves- 
sels as  shall  be  lading  or  taking  in,  or  unlading  or 
'delivering  their  Cargoes  respectively j' and  also  cx- 
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cept  such  Vessels,  not  exceeding  two  in  number,  at 
any  one  time,  as  shall  lie  at  the  Yard  called  Ship> 
wright  Yard,  at  the  North-West  Q>rner  of  the  said 
Dock,  during  the  time  such  Ships  and  Vessels  shall 
be  repairing,  and  no  longer,)  the  Master  or  Owner 
of  every  such  Ship  or  Vessel  so  laid  up  or  moored, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  day,  such  Ship  or 
Vessel  shall  so  continue  to  be  laid  up  and  moored, 
(unless  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,)  the  sum  of  20s. 
to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Corporations. 

SECT.  Wl.-r— Vessels  trading  to  Foreign  Parts  not  to 
remtyve  from  the  Streamy  except  to  the  Legal  Qua_ps. 

By  the  Act  of  19  Geo.  III.  cap.  48,  If  any 
Vessel  coming  from  foreign  parts  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port  of  London,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the 
Stream,  except  to  the  Lawful  Quays,  before  all  the 
Goods  are  discharged  out  of  such  Vessels,  or  of  any 
Vessel  outward-bound  to  foreign  parts,  having 
Goods  on  board,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the  Stream, 
except  to  the  said  Lawful  Quays,  unless  upon  any 
accident  or  emergent  occasion,  to  be  made  known 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs,  and  ob^ining 
their  consent,  the  Master,  or  Person  having  charge 
such  Vessel,  shall  forfeit  lOOf.  for  each  oH^ncc.  > 

SECT.  VIII. — Regulations  with  respect  to  Ships  laden 
with  Tobacco. 

By  the  Act  of  29  Geo.  III.  cap.  68,  All  Vessels 
arriving  with  Tobacco,  shall  be  moored  in  that  part 

of 
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of  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 

C-JMCBS,  aod  in  no  other  place,  aiul  shall  remain  at 
sach  Moonajrs  unid  the  dclitxry  of  the  Cargo,  and 
soch  VesicI  shall  have  been  cleared,  under  the 
pcaalnr  « 100^  un'ess,  in  the  Judgment  of  the 
C the  Master,  or  Person  having  charge 

ot  Vessel  shall  have  been  prevented  from  coni- 
e-U  iltf  K^,  by  uru voidable  accident. 

<rCT  IX- — res  feet  to  the  Harbour  ~- 
AI_  . /7-»  Fyei  ers  explained. 

B*.!  ^ Act  «'  W Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix.  The 
L.t«  LcedoB  is  authorized  to  appoint  a 

» tb  power  and  authority,  (attend- 
iw^  to  ’.he  .-Vets  of  lo  & 39  Geo.  Ilf.  before 
■oeuor<dh>  to  darec:  the  c.atering,  mooring,  and 
^raaoorwi^.  a'v^.  'gattd  rm:oviog  ali  Ship^  Vessels, 
^.jgbaers  avd  (eacepi  those  of  the  Trinity  Cor* 
pota.AN'.'  eott  KUO,  lying,  or  being  in  the  Port 
of  lA.:cd^>a>  sod  the  Caoai  and  Cuts,  Or  aoy  of  them, 
(cxc-'fM  the  IXx'hs  and.  the  entrance  thereto, ) and  to 
rrguLte  the  times  and  in^iaer  ot"  their  entrance 
into  aod.gtMcg  out  of  the  same  ; and  their  respec- 
tive Birdts,  SuuiooSk  Positions.  Ladiug  and  Dis- 
charging tbere-ao,  and  the  time  of  opening  and 
shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said  Canal,  in  con- 
ft>nrwy*,to  this  Act,  and  to  the  B\T-La*s  of  the 
Curptiration  of  Lonjkw,  which  they  arc  authorized 
14  HKike  /or  the  gootl  Ghvermnent  of  the  Harbour, 
tfiftk  ood  other  Persens  to  be  employ'cd,  for  the 

more 
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more  safe  and  convenient  Navigating, - PSacing,' 
Mooring  and  Unmooring  Ships  and  other  Vessels 
in  the  River  Thames. — And,  for  the  better  govern- 
ing and  regulating  all  Masters  of  Vessels,  Pilots, 
Lightermen,  and  others  within  the  said  Port  and:  ’ 
Canal ; and  for  preventing  damages  to  Vessels,  Craft, 
and  Merchandise,  and  in  case  the  Owner,  Master, 
or  Pilot,  &c.  having  charge  or  command  of  ahy 
Ship  or  Vessel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  Moor  or 
Unmoor,  or  remove  any  Ship  according  to  such* 
directions,  within  twelve  hours  after  notice,  given 
in  writing,  or  left  with  some  person  on  board  th© 
Ship  or  Vessel  (or  that  purpose,  then  the  said  Har-^ 
bour-Masters,  and  their  assistants,  are  required  to 
moor  and,  unmoor,  move  and  remove  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  and  the  charge  thereof  shall  be  repaid,  and 
a sum  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than  5/.  for  each 
offence, -by  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Person  having 
charge  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel ; and  in  cases  of  ob- 
struction or  hindrance,  the  person  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding  lo/.  nor  less 
than  5/.  and  such  orders  shall  in  no  respect  diminish 
the  responsibility  of  the  person  having  the  charge  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel. 

1 1 

• ■ • * 

SECT.  X. — Principal  Revenue  Regulations  on  a Ship's 
arrival  at  the  Port  of  Discharge. 

By  the  Statute  1st  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  ll.  Owners 
and  Masters  of  Vessels,  are  prohibited  from  Lading 
or  Unlading  Ships,  except  in  day-light ; and  at  tb© 

Legal 
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Le^I  Quays  and  pWcs  appcmtcd  in  London  and 
dacwberc  ; and  n-iihoat  due  notice  to  tbe  Custom^ 
bouse  Officer ; and  bj  the  26th  of  Geo.  III.  cap. 
40,  tbe  Master  of  every  Vessel  belonging  to  British 
Subjects,  Is  bound  to  have  on  board  a Manifest 
signed  by  himself,  containing  the  names  of  all  the 
Ports  St  which  any  of  the  Goods  on  bdard  have  been 
laden  ; tbe  name  of  the  Built  and  Tonnage  of  the 
Ship ; the  Master’s  name,  and  the  Port  to  w hich  the 
Ship  belongs ; with  a true  account  of  tbe  Cargo, 
wbeiher  Packed  or  Stowed  loose;  and  the  exact 
number  and  marks  of  every  Package  in  which  tbe 
Cargo  is  contained,  (which  must  be  prodoced  to  tbe 
first  Officer  who  comes  on  board  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port.) — And  Bulk  must  not  be  broken,  nor  any' 
part  of  tbe  Cargo  Unladed,  until  the  Vessel  comes 
to  her  proper  place  of  Discharge  in  the  Port,  and  is 
authorised  to  Unlade  by  the  proper  Officer  of  the 
Customs,  under  a Penalty  ot‘  200/.  except  in  cases 
of  inevitable  necessity,  to  be  stated  to  tbe  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs. — And  within  twentv-lbur 
hours  after  the  Ship’s  arrival,  the  Master  most  make 
Oath  before  the  Collector  of  the  Ship's  Built  and 
Burden,  and  tbe  contents  ot  her  Ladings  and 
deliver  hU  Manifest,  under  a Penalty  of  200/.* 

■■ 

* B)*  tb«  Act  of  ij  rtd  14-  Qudw  II.  op.  rt,  Ifafeer  dnring. 
asT  Ship,  vmI  ctuclurjing  the  Tldetmen,  tfaeic  shall  be  hauod  oo 
koaid  acj»  C«<Nis  coaceaied  fcr  trhkh  the  Doties  osgkt  to  have  been 
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SECT,  'Xli^Principal  Revetote  Regnhtjatrs'l>‘ai”H‘hty 
relate  to  Ships  taking  in  Cargoes'and  departing." 

By  the  Statute  12  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  Goods  received 
on  board  of  any  Ship  bn  which  Dutics  arc  payable, 


pid,  the  Matter  or  person  having  the  charge  of  snch  Ship,  shall 
forfeit  icc/.— By  9 Geo.  II.  cap.  35,  All  Goods  found  con- 
cealed on  board  of  any  Ship  after  the -Master  shall  have  nude  hfs 
Report  at  the  Costom-house,  and  not  mentioned  in  said  Reporr, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  said  Master  subject  to  a Penalty  of  treble 
the  value.  . . . 

By  5 Geo.  III.  All  Goods  found  conce.ilcd  in  any  Package,  or 
tmong  any  other  Goods  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
same  shall  have  been  sent  to  the  King’s  Stores,,  and  which  shall  not 
have  been  within  twenty  days  after  the  first  Entry  duly  entered, 
and  the  Duties  paid  or  secured  ; or  which  shall  be  found  concealed 
in  any  Package,  or  inclosed  in  any  of  the  Goods  therein  containcti, 
which  shall  be  brought  on  Shore  by  Sj-ecial  Sufferance,  or  order 
from  the  Customs  on  the  application  of  the  Proprietor,  and  shall  not 
be  specified  in  such  application,  the  same  slull  be  forfeited. 

By  21  Geo.- III.-  If  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  conceal 
or  suSei  to  be  concealed  by  bis  Mate,  Seamen,  or  any  of  them  in 
any  part  of  such  Vessel,  or  in  any  Chest,  any  Foreign  Spirituous 
Liquors,  over  two  Gallons  for  each  Seaman  on  board  ; or  any  Tea 
above  Six  Pounds;  or  Coffee  above  Nineteen  pounds;  or  if  tlic 
Master  shall  clandestinely  Import,  or  suffer  to  be  clandestinely  Im. 
ported,  any  such  Foreign  or  Spirituous  Liquors,  or  any  other  Un- 
customed Goods  whatsoever,  whereby  the  Owners  become  liable  to 
any  Penalties,  or  the  Vessel  is  liable  to  be  forfeited ; the  -Masfdr 
shall  net  only  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all  Wages  then  due,  but  also 
treble  the  value  of  the  Uncustomed  Goods  over  the  Penallii  s to 
which  the  Master  shall  be  subject  by  any  Laws  now  inibree; 
which  Penalties  of  treble  the  value  shall  go  to  the  Owner.  Mates 
01  Seamen  clandestinely  concealing  or  importing  any  Foreign  Spiii- 
tuoos  Liquors,  over  Two  Gallons  for  each  Seam  n,  or  Tea-a&ve 
Six  Pounds,  or  Coffra  above  Nineteen/ Pounds,  shall  forfeit  all 
Wages  due. by  the  Owners;  and  ics,  forcvei^'  Gallon  of  Foreign 
] Spirit ; 
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or  which  are  prohibited  to  be  exported  wiilxjut  k 
^^'arront  or  without  the  presence  ot  an  Officer  of  the 
Customs  appointed  for  that  purpose,  are  liable  to 
be  seized  and  forfeited.  And  by  26  Geo.  III.  ca)k 
40,  Masters  of  outward-bound  Ships,  arc  to  deliver 
their  Coequets  to  all  Custom-house  Officers  on  de- 
mand for  their  inspection,  on  Pcoahy  of  J 00/.  and 
any  Goods  on  board  not  corresponding  with  the 
Coequets,  mar  be  seized.  No  Goods  entitled  to 
drawbacks  are  to  be  sent  on  boaftl;  unless  accOh)- 
(ttuied  by  Revenue  Officers,  or  persons  licensed  by 
the  CboBmissioaer  of  the  Customs,--*'  - •>  » 

Rv  the  same  Act,  no  Ship-Master  can  clear  btti 
until  he  has  given  Bond  not  to  rcland  Goods  frauc|Uf 
leotly,  and  not  to  oppose  the  Officers  in  the  Customs 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

4 

SECT.  XII. — SJ:ips  in  BjJUst. 

By  24  Geo.  III.  Sat.  2,  Cap.  47,  § 2O,  Thfe 
Master  of  every  Vessel  arriving  in  the  Thames,  or 
going  outwards  (or  in  any  other  Port  in  this  King,, 
dom)  in  Ballast,  shall,  if  called  upon  by  the  Col- . 
lector  or  Comptroller,  or  other  Officer  of  the 
toms,  make  a true  Report  of  such  Vessel,  both  in*- 

Spirit ; ic*.  for  cvxry  Pouted  of  T«a;  and  icj.  for  every  Pound  of 
Cofiec. 

This  last  Art  b to  be  Printed  and  put  op  in  some  consjMeaaui 
port  of  every  British  V'esscl,  Trading  to  or  from  the  Kingdom; 
and  the  Master  b liable  ropy  a Ferralty  of  One.Shilling  adayv 
for  every  day  the  said  Act  thaii  not  be  Replaced  after  being  Defac^ 
«r  taken  down.  ....  . • . v>  ^1,- 

wards 
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vi'ards  and  outwards,  and  ai^wer^  upon  Oath  ^ such 
questions  relative  to  the  Voyage,  as  shall  be  put  to 
him  bv  the  Olhcers  of  the  Customs  on  his  arrival 
or  departure,  under  the  penalty  of  lOOl.  .But  such 
Report  is  not  to  subject  the  Master  of  any  Ship  to 
Additional  Fees. 

SECT.  XIII. — Regulations  respecting  Ballast  in  the 
» River  Thames. 

All  Ship-masters,  or  persons  having  the  charge  of 
Ships  for  the  time  being  on  the  River  Thames, 
having  Ballast  on  board,  are,  by  the  Act  of  6 
Geo.  II.  cap.  39,  prohibited,  under- the  penalty  of 
5l.  from  throwing  any  such  Ballast  into  the  River. 
And  the  same  Act  directs,  that  such  Ballast  shall,  at 
the  expence  of  the  Owner  or  Master,  be  laid  orputon 
some  Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  River,  or  some  ground 
or  place  above' High  VV^ater  mark;  or  that  the  said 
Ballast  shall  be  discharged  into  the  Lighters  of  the 
Trinity  Corporation,  who  are  to  furnish  the  same,  on 
demand  being  made  (at  their  Office  on  Tower-hill), 
within  three  days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect  or  re- 
fusal, unless  occasioned  by  Tenjpestuous  Weather; 
for  which  service,  6d.  for  every  Ton  of  Ballast  re- 
ceived into  the  said  Lighter  shall  be  paid  to  the  Cor- 
poration for  the  use  of  the  Poor. 

. ' Ballast  for  .Outward-hound  Tessels.  ...  j 

And  by  the  same  Act,  and  the  Act  32  Geo  II.  cap. 
16,  All  Ship-masters  and  others,,  intending  to.  ship, 

V . as 
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IXtrtsr,  Comptwt,  Soil,  Chalk,  Rubbish, 
ivvT'-»hfs.  shall  pirNioHsly-  enter  the  same  at  the 
BbilD^c-ochce  of  the  Trinity-house  (Tower-hill),  and 
ahod  poT  4 LnxBce  Duly  of  id.  per  Ton,  in  terms 
.‘je  -sad  Act.  snbieei  to  a penalty  of  6l.  in  case 
jn.;v:cs  shail  be  put  on  board  before  the  Entry 
> raue  4mi  Licecce  Duty  paid,  or  a greater  quantity 
'art  «ich  Entry  specifies  ; the  said  Acts 
*hc  Sole  Right  of  the  Trinity 
V*,'-*-.  *. :f  ■sum.'ivia^ all  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
Vi  'at  snI  'between  London  Bridge  and  the 

* S.-^  it  n:  x'Jcw"^  -ates,  (specified  in  the 


V 


.'•t  JT  Vessels  ;a  rhe  Coal  Trade  . I2d. 

. . Vessels  . . . . 1 5d. 

. » V essds  • > • • t^d. 


X .'cw'C'';",  aircring  or  areciing  the  price  of 

^ cdiveretl  to  any  Ship. 

>\v  .'c  ptirpctec  of  preventing  Frauds  in  the  dc- 
■ ' c'  > ot'  Ballast,  the  Ship-Masters  applying  for  and . 
Uv.-'g  the  siutr,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the 
Mjuks  ot'  the  Lighters,  and  on  discovery  of  any 
Uau.sulctit  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
within  ten  Working  days  after  a request  is 
t»U\ic  U'  the  Corporation  ; and  if  a Fraud  is  detect^,. 
th<‘  i>i?end'ng  patty  to  forfeit  5/.  if  not,  the  pterson 
Ajylung  shall  jxty  the  expcnce  of  rc-weighing  the 
ihter. 

IX  d!ast  Lighters  arc  conveyed  to  Ships,  the 

Masters 
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Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate  or  any  other  person, 
to  inspect  the  Lighter’s  depth  in  the  water,  for  which 
purpose  the  Ballast- men  are  obliged  to  trim  such  sus- 
pected'Lighter,  and  to  pump  all  the  water  out,  so  as 
to  swim  at  equal  Marks  at  Stem  and  Stern  : and  in 
Ciise  of  obstruction,  the  Ballast-mcn  to  forfeit  5/. 

SECT.  XIV. — Regida lions  to  be  attended  to  ivhiU 
Ships  are  in  the  Port  of  London. — I'o  prevent  Fire 
and  Conflagration  by  heating  Pitch,  6?’ c. 

By  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  “ If  any 
Master,  Commander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel,  or  any  other  person  on  board  the  same, 
shall,  while  such  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  lie  or  be  in 
the  River  of  Thames,  between  London  Bridge  and 
Blackwall,”  heat  or  melt,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be 
heated  or  melted  by  Fire,  Logger  Heat,  Shot,  or 
any  other  thing  on  board  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel ; 
any  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil,  or 
other  Combustible  Matter  or  Things  : every  person 
or  persons  so  ofl'encling,  shall  for  such  Offience,  on 
conviction  before  two  Justices,  forfeit  Fret'  Pounds. 

firr  In  this  case  the  Law  allows  no  power  of  Miti- 
gation. 

f 

SECT.  .—Regulations  to  be  attended  to  -while 
Ships  are  in  the  Port  of  London,  respecting  Buniboats. 

By  the  act  of  2d  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  No  Bum- 
boats  or  other  Boats  arc  authorised  to  ply  on  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  selling-  Liqu'ois,  Slops, 
^ " Tobacco, 
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T.V»«cr%  Biwgis.  Fr»>.  Green*,  Gingerbrealff,  and 
erSsr  s.-.r  U-~*ea5  such  boats  arc  duly 

jmrstrr  r?  :a  T~  _:t  Corporation,  and  used 
.:s  "ru::-.  ' .'.Trcen  Sun  risiDg  and  Sun  seiiir^ 

3T. 

';gr--crg  rttftr  sacb  Bamboats  or  other 
2v."t5.  'rrr.:'  : u *.u.’.r_ anv  Ropes,  or  anv  part  of 
TjU  v-r.  V ur  Faraiiurc  of  the  Vessel, 

ir  i.'-  r-r:  i-  -C  Carr'  - J '‘'ay  of  barter,  exchange, 
ar  r.  •vr*v3c.  saua.  zzrTzicr  may  be  seized  aty 
^ r-  CrtTiur,  tegether  with  the  Boat 

L*-Je«.  au— ud  br^':rr  a Magistrate. 


iCCT  X'  1 — 3:i-Xv-'s  TsixiTr-noLSi:. 

O’  .'a  3 r-La-vs  ^3  ;>.a  Trinity  Corporation  as 
u''. ' -■*  • - ^ T’uurues,  those  following  are 

jci  S.J.  >o_--i  u ■ aco  rurliaiDcnt,  or  rendered 
jCioic'.c  • -':e  .■bairge  v-Xch  has  ukcu  place  in 
<«a«r  c;  S.x;e  y. 

I Shi,' ;n.  >t.;rs  Jiscaargirg  Goods  in  the  River 
j v.niit  Bu;:;3c;'ts  to  conic  on  board  their 
^p<>  at  unseascnulie  Hours,  or  who  shall  suffer  the 
Jin  of  their  Ships  to  be  put  into  their  own  Boats  at 
uuscadouable  Hours,  shall  forfeit  Twenty  Shillings.  • 

' JRcspLL'i.frj  Bread  Roems. 

•1,  Every  Shlp-inaster  or  Mate  drying  or  pc’r- 
Bicad  Rooms  to  be  dried  in  the  Night,  or 
any  Fue  therein  in  the  Night,  to  forfeit  Five 


Ik' 


Ruk 


k 


Digitized  by  Google 


BltER  FOUCB.  57Jr 

Rule  to  he  observed  in  lading  arid  discharging.  . 

3.  Every  Ship-master,  &c.  who  shall  suffer  Gkx)ds 
to  be  taken  in  or  heaved  out  of  his  Ship  without 
having  a Sail  nailed  to  the  Sill  of  the  Port,  or,  (if  a 
small  Vessel)  to  the  Gunnel,  to  overhang  the  fide  of 
the  Lighter,  shall  forfeit  Twenty  Shilling^. 

Obligations  on  Seamen  respecting  good  Rehaviour  and 
moral  Conduct.  • . - : 

4.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or 

blaspheme  while  on  Ship  board,  shall  forfeit  One 
Shilling  to  the  Poor’s  Box. — Every  Mariner  who 
shall  get  drunk  shall  in  like  Manner  forfeit  One 
Shilling  to  the  Poor’s  Box. — Every  MarriTier  who 
shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and'  rfiall  rtot  <Aey 
the  Master’s  lawful  Commandsy  or  the"  Mate’s  or 
Boatswain’s  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  Half  his 
Month’s  Pay  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation.  : ■ 

General  Obligations  on  all  Stamen  respecting  good  Be- 
haviour and  Moral  C^uct,  by  the  Statute  Lavo.  ■ 

5.  And  further  by  the  Act  of  the  2d  Geo.  II. 

cap.  36. — If  any  Seamen  shall  desert  of'  refuse  to 
proceed  on  the  Voyage,  after  having  sighed  the  con- 
tract directed  by  Law,  he  shall  forfeit  all-the  Wagesf 
due  to  him. — Extended  to  tlie  West-Indiir  Trade  by 
37  Geo.  ni.  cap.  73.  ‘ ’ 

Any  Seaman  thus  engaged  by  signing  the  Con- 
tract, who  shall  desert  or  absent  himself,' may'  be  ap- 
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prchcndcd  by  the  Warrant  of  a Justice  of  the  Peace; 
and  if  be  still  refuses  to  proceed  on  the  Voyage,  he 
may  be  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  not 
exceeding  30  nor  less  than  1 5 Days. 

Seamen  who  absent  themselves  from  the  Vessels 
to  which  they  belong  without  leave  of  the  Vlastcr, 
shall,  for  every  day’s  absence,  forfeit  two  days'  pay, 
to  be  deducted  by  the  Master  at  the  time  of  paying 
the  Seaman  his  wages. 

Seamen  (not  entering  into  the  King’s  Service) 
leaving  the  Vessel  to  which  they  belong  before  they 
shall  have  a Discharge  in  Writing  from  the  Master, 
shall  forfeit  one  Month’s  Pay. 

Crim  'uuil  Offences  comniitled  hj  Seamen. 

By  the  Statute  22  Charlta  II.  cap.  11.  any 
Mariner  or  inferior  Officer  of  any  Merchant  Ship 
who  shall  refuse  to  defend  the  Ship,  or  utter  words  to 
discourage  others  from  doing  so,  forfeits  all  his 
wages  and  all  the  Goods  he  has  in  the  Ship,  and  shall 
n)oreover  suffer  six  months’  imprisonment : — And 
every  Mariner  who  shall  lay  violent  hatids  on  his 
Commander  to  hinder  him  from  fighting  in  defence 
of  his  Ship  and  Goods,  shall  suffer  Death... 

Seamen  concerned  in  burning,  destroying, . or 
casting  away  any  Ship,  shall  in  like  manner  suffer 
Death  by  the  Act  of  the  1st  of  Anne,  Stat.  2.  cap.  Q. 

Seamen  or  others  maliciously  burning  or  setting 
fire  to  any  Ship,  Keel,  or  other  Veflel,  by  the  33 
Geo.  III.  cap.  67.  shall  suffer  Death. 

Seamen 
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Seamen  or  others  wilfully  damaging  or  destroying 
any  Vessel,  shall  by  the  same  Act  suffer  the  Punish- 
ment of  transportation. 

, Seamen  or  others  who  shall  riotously  prevent  their 
fellows  from  working,  or  who  shall  obstruct  the 
lading  or  unlading,  or  the  sailing  of  any  Ship,  Keel, 
or  Vessel,  or  forcibly  board  any  Ship  for  that  Purpose, 
shall  suffer  not  less  than  fix  nor  more  than  twelve 
Months’  Imprisonment. — The  second  Offence  is 
Transportation. 

t 

Emlezzling  Goods  hi  Prize  Vessels. 

By  the  33d  Geo.  III.  cap.  66,  Any  Officer,  Seaman, 
Mariner,  or  other  Person  who  shall  break ‘bulk  on 
board,  or  embezzle  any  Money,  Jewels,  Goods, 
Merchandise,  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Furniture  belonging 
to  any  Prize,  shall  forfeit  his  whole  Share  to  Green- 
wich Hospital,  and  treble  the  value  of  the  Property 
embezzled. 

• y 

Stealing  in  General  from  Ships  on  navigable  Rivers. 

By  the  Act.  of  the  24th  Geo.  II.  cap.  25,  all 
Persons  who  shall  feloniously  steal  any  Goods  or 
Merchandise  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Craft  or  Boat, 
in  any  navigable  River,  or  from  any  Wharf  or  Qiiay 
adjacent,  above  the  Value  of  Forty  Shillings,  or  shall 
be  present  and  assisting  therein,  shall  suffer  Death. 

For  Goods  of  a less  Value  they  will  suffer  as  in 
Cases  of  fingle  Felony  and  Larceny. 

p p 2 Obligations 
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ObUgalions  on  Ship-Masters  respecting  their  Agreements 
with  Seamen. 

And  further,  by  the  Act  of  2 Geo.  H.  cap.  36, 
every  Seaman  shipping  himself  on  board  any  Mcr- 
chaut  Vessel,  in  Foreign  Trade,  shall,  within  three 
days,  (and  in  the  Coasting  Trade  upon  his  entering,) 
sign  an  Agreement,  declaring  the  wages  and  the  voy- 
age, (except  Apprentices)  or  in  default,  the  Master 
shall  forfeit  3l.  per  man  to  Greenwich  Hospital ; and 
on  the  arrival  of  any  Vcflcl  from  beyond  Seas  in 
the  Thames,  (or  in  any  part  of  Great-Britain,)  the 
Master  shall  pay  the  seamen  their  wages  within  thirty 
days  (and  within  five  days  in  the  Coasting  Trade,) 
after  the  Vessel  is  entered  at  the  Custom-House,  (ex- 
cepting there  is  a previous  Agreement  to  the  con- 
trary,) or  at  the  time  of  the  discharge,  deducting  all 
such  penalties  as  may  be  due  from  them  for  breach 
of  Laws. — Penalty  to  the  Master  Twenty  Shillings 
above  the  wages. 

B)  the  Act  of  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  37,  for  preventing 
desertion  of  Seamen  injhcWcst-India  Trade  : Ship- 
Masters  hiring  Seamen  who  have  deserted  from  any 
other  Ship;  irtcur  a penalty  of  lOOl.  They  are  also 
prohibitc'il  from  hiring  Seamen  in  the  West- Indies, 
at  more  than  double  wages,  unless  by  licence  of  the 
Governor  of  the  place,  under  a like  penalty  of  lOOl. 
livery  Trading  Ship  to  the  West-Indies  is  to  have 
an  Appremlee  unjer  17  years  of  age,  for  every 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  such  Apprentice  to  be  in- 

rolled 
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rolled  at  the  Custom-house,  where  the  Ship  clears 
out,  under  a penalty  of  lOl. 

Within  ten  days  after  her  arrival  oiit,  and  home, 
the  Ship-Master  is  to  deliver  to  the  Collector  of  the 
Port,  a List  of  the  Crew  on  board  at  the  time  of 
clearing  out  from  the  Thames,  or  any  Port  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Ship’s  arrival  abroad, 
of  all  who  have  deserted  or  died,  and  the  wages  due 
at  their  death,  under  a penalty  of  50l. — And  Ship- 
Masters  also  incur  a penalty  of  lOl.  for  refusing  to 
grant  a Seaman  a Certficate  of  discharge. 

'For  the  purpose  of  inducing  Sailors  .to  return  in 
Ships  from  Foreign  Parts,  and  to  prevent  their  turn- 
ing Pirates,  the  Act  of  8 Geo.  I.  cap.  24,  prohibits 
Masters  or  Owners  of  Merchant  Shijw  from  paying 
to  any  Seamen  beyond  Seas,  in  money  or  effects, 
more  than  one  moiety  of  the  wages  due  at  the  time 
of  such  payment,  till  such  Ship  return  to^  Grcat- 
Britain,  or  Ireland,  on  penalty  of  double  the  money 
paid. 

SECT,  X'VII. — Tort  Regulations  respecting  the  West- 
India  Trade,  established  ly  the  Merchants. 

By  the  Regulation  of  the  West-India  Merchants 
trading  to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  bearing  date 
the  12th  June,  1789>  &°d  ffnaily  confirmed, 

amended,  and  promulgated  on  the  27  th  April,  1790, 
the  following,  among  other  rules  were  unanimously 
agreed  to,  aiKl  established. 

, . l.st.  That 
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l8t.  That  it  be  recommended  to  Captains  to  be  as  . 
much  as  possible  on  board  their  Ships  while  Un- 
lading, and  that  they  see  the  Hatchways  well 
secured  after  dark. 

lid.  That  Persons  who  work  the  Ships  be  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  Shore  during  the  day,  but  be 
victualled  on  board,  and  searched  when  they  go 
on  shore  at  night, 

3d.  That  the  regulations  prohibiting  all  perquisites 
arising  from  Sweepings  of  Sugar  be  confirmed  and 
continued. 

4th.  That  it  be  recommended  where  it  is  convenient, 
that  only  the  working  Hatchway  or  Hatcbwajrs  to 
the  between  Decks  and  Hold  be  open,  and  also 
that  the  passage  through  the  between  decks  and 
hold  be  closed  at  the  sides. 

6th.  That  no  Boat,  unless  provided  or  permitted  by 
the  Captain,  be  allowed  to  be  fastened  to  the  Ship. 

6th.  That  the  Ship’s  Husband  or  Captain,  do  appoint 
Coopers  to  be  Victualled  and  kept  on  board,  and 
attended  to  in  like  manner  as  labourers  above 


pientioDcd  ; to  give  substantial  Cooperage  to  the 
Sugar  casks  on  board  the  Ships,  and  do  ap- 
point Coopers  to  attend  the  casks  in  the  Lighters, 
at  tlie  Wharf,  and  at  their  Landing,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  delivered  in  good  condition 
according  to  the  Bill  of  Lading.  That  the  Ship’s 


Coopers,  wherever  necc.ssary,  attend  below  in  the 
.Ship,  to  give  such  Cooperage  as  may  be  requisite 
bringing  the  casks  upon  deck  with  safety  to 
'Wd  their 
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• their  contents,  and  that  they  . repair,  all . damages 
done  to  the  casLs  in  the ' Lighters- before  . the 
Lighters  quit  the  Ship.  ■ 

7th.  That  the  Captain  or  Mate  see  that  each  Lighter 
has  a sufticient  number  of  good  tarpaulins,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  covering  the  Sugar  Casks. 

• » 1 

Further  Resolutions  of  the  VVest-India  Merchants 
Trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  entered  into  and 
promulgated  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Marine 
Police  Institution,  in  June  1798. 

At  a General  Meeting  of 'the  IVest-India  Merchants 
'Tradihg  to  the  Port  of  London,  held  at  the  Ma- 
rine Society's  Office,  the  \ Qth  and  "iQth  'June,  17QS.* 

Resolved  Unanimously,  1 QthJnne,  1 798. 

That  two  Marine  Police  Constables  be  ap- 
pointed to  each  Ship,  (properly  sworn  and  instructed, 

in 

* Abstract  of  the  principal  Regulations  of  the  West  India  Mer- 
chants, settled  and  approved  by  a General  Meeting  held  at  the 
Marine  Society’s  Office,  on  the  19th  June,  1798,  specifying  the 
Conditions  under  which  the  Constables  and  Lumpers,  under  the 
Marine  Police  Institution,  should  enrol  themselves. 

CONSTABLES.  ' 

I.  That  Marine  Police  Constables,  properly  sworn  and  Instructed, 
shall  Watch  the  West-India  Ships  under  discharge : — That 
they  shall  attend  the  Lighters  to  the  Quays,  and  continue  to 
Watch  the  Property  on  board  until  delivered  over  to  the  Q{iay 
Guard : — That  they  search  all  Persons  on  leaving  the  ShipJ 
and  apprehend  all  delinquents,  and  bring  them  before  the  Ma, 
gistrates,  whose  Instructions  they  are  bound  to  obey. 

LUMPERS. 
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in  lien  of  tbe.oratcbmen  incambent  on  Sinp-owscrs 
to  employO  and  that  the , sud  <^nstables  do  watch 
the  ships,  stores,  and  cargo,  and  attend  the  lighters 

“P 


LUMPERS. 

II.  Tlttt  dK  PwvaeM  Loapen  dull,  otKicr  tbe  difcctian  at  the 
Saprriatcitdaat  of  Lompen,  lee  that  the  Gangs  pcifotm  there 
durr  vita  diligence  and  attcntioiu 

III-  That  tW  Fcteaaa  and  his  Gai^  shall  attend  the  Marine 
Pikke  Ofto;  at  Fire  o'Clock  in  the  Sommer,  and  not  lata 
«Wi  Six  in  the  Wester,  and  repair  immediately  to  soch  Ship 
m the  Scperirtesdact  shall  diicct. 

IV.  Ilbit  t»  shaH  s-hcgii  to  tbe  ordcra  of  their  Foit> 

MR  »b-jc  at  Wok. 

V.  Thar.  SB  cccjaccticn  v-iri  tie  Foreman,  tber  shall  strike 

Yards  md  T«*-Mjs£j,  ytt  ap  -ite  Derick,  and  prepare  every 
thi^g  as  amSBtbte  ioM  hr  L=mpen  on  the  River  Thiinet, 
azii  then  proceed  *»  tie  itjcbaogr. 

\T.  Tia:  tie  Heers  jhaJ  ie  tiam  Six  in  the  Monung 

tin  Six  a:  Night  in  Scuse.-,  acd  tom  S»a-rise  to  Sun-set  in 
Winter. 

VII.  That  =o  lorrcer  shall  go  ac  Shore  dtrisg  tbe  Dav,  bot  shall 
eat  their  yictcak  eo  hearii. — Thee  O-jTI  be  alhjwed  Half  an 
Kosr  :»  freaktait,  u EigHt  e’Cioek  in  the  MoTiiny;  and 
Oc<  Hc«r  tB  Ihrrer,  to  coct-jfooe  a:  Ckx  o’Clock  in  the 


VIIT-  If  fx  vrant  r€  Entries,  or  «her  cirrcmstrrdrr.  a Gzrz  can- 
tsor  be  etsolored,  tier  cuv:  lectm  to  tbe  Office  for  tresh 
lestroctJ-'cs. 

IX.  Tie  Gargs  c£  Lcmfcrs  shall  wear  ocl-  Stjckir.gs  and 
Fr-cebo- — Nc  Fmcki,  Ti»»:<av  lesnsses,  Percies,  or  R.gs, 
» in  be  amoved. 

X-  On  quitting  tie  >k%>,  crerj  Ltooper  shall  be  searched  be  tbe 
Ciffisnsbiss.  • 

XI.  The  whale  Gang  shal!  laoJ  ia  a Soa:  with  taetr  Foremar. 
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^ up  to  Quays  uatU  dischw^d,’*  and  carry  ail 
fenders  before  tbc  Magistrate  at  the  Marine  Police^ 
Office.”  . J'..  , • ^ 

“ Resolved  Unahimously,-  0.6th June,  it <qs. 
~ That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Owners  and  Hus- 
bands of- West-lndia  Ships  and  their ’Agents^  to 
have  their  cargoes  discharged  at  this  Port  by  means  of 
Lumpers,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Po- 
lice-Office, No.  25Q,  WappingNew-Stairs,  and  that 
the  Captains  of  all  West-lndia  Ships  be  instnicted 
by  the  Owners,  &c.  to  grant  an  order  on  the  Ship’s 
Husband,  or  Agents,  for  the  amount  of  the  Dues 
for  discharging  their  respective  Cargoes,  and  such 
order  to  be  given  to  the  Clerk,  authorized  by  the 
Marine  Police  to  receive  the  said  Dues,  according  to 
the  Rates  which  have  been  settled  by  this  Meeting;, 
and  which  will  be  produced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  said 
Marine  Police-Office.  James  Allen,  Secretary.” 

On  the  2d  July,  17Q8,  a Circular  Letter,  in  •'the 
following  temis,  with  the  subsequent  Resolutibns, 
was  transmitted  by  the  Committee  of  West-lndia 
Merchants,  to  all  Importers  and  Ship-owners  in  the 
Port  of  London. 


XII.  While  on  Ship-board,  the  Cooatablc»  and  Lumpers  shall  b«‘ 
of  good  bchavioor,  and  do  their  duty  with  civilit)',  and  shew 
all  proper  respect  to  the  Captain,  Officers,  and  Crew. — And 
if  any  Person  quits  his  Duty  or  Work  without  leave,  or  shall 
break  these  Condilions,  he  shall  forfeit  the  Wage*  which 
would  be  otherwise  due  to  bint. 

•II  « The 
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“ The  excessive  depreciations  which  arc  committed 
“ on  the  Cargoes  of  West-Iodia  Ships,  between  the 
“ period  of  the  Ships  arrival  in  the  River,  and  their 
discharge,  have  induced  us  to  enter  into  the  foi- 
lowing  Resolutions,  which  we  consider  as  neccs- 
“ sary  to  promote  the  cliect  of  the  New  Marine 
“ rolicc-Officc,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
“ venting  such  depredations ; We  therefore  cora- 
“ municate  them  to  you  thus  early,  in  order  that 
your  determination  may  be  undcrstocxl  and  acted 
“ upon  without  delay.” 

The  Resolutions  are  as  follow  : 

“ Resolved,  • -^tM***  ■< 

“ That  every  Captain  of  Our  Ships,  Homeward- 
bound,  do  Sleep  on  board  his  Ship  from  the  time  of 
her  arrival  until  her  Cargo  be  completely  discharged. 
That  he  do  constantly  attend  the  discharge  of  the 
Ship’s  Cargo  in  person,  excepting  when  it  may  be 
necessary  for  him  to  be  at  the  Custom-house  or  the 
Counting-house  on  actual  business. 

“ That  where  it  is  convenient,  only  the  Working 
Hatchways  to  the  between  Decks'  and  Hold  be 
open,  and  also  that  the  Passage  through  the  between 
Decks  be  closed  on  the  sides.”  ' *' 


“ Resolved,  ' 

“ That  such  Captains  do  apply  to  the  Marine 
Police-Office,  No.  25Q,  Wapping’  New- Stairs,  for 
the  hire  cf  persons  to  be  employed  as  Lumpers  in 
discharging  the  Cargo,  who  are  to  be  fed  on  board, 
and  go  on  shore  only  after  their  work  is  finished  in 
6 the 
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Umj  evening,  nt  which  time  they  c!o  make  a pdnt  of 
being  present,  and  of  seeing  their  dress  carefully 
searched  for  concealed  sugar.” 

Further  Resolution  of  the  JVest-India  Merchants,  of 
the  2Qlh  Jalj',  1798. 

“ Rerolved, 

“ That  the  Masters  andMates.of  West-India  Ships 
be  requested  to  give  a Signed  List  of  the  number  and 
marks  of  the,  Casks  and  their  Contents,  delivered 
from  th^  ship  into  each  Lighter  to  the  Constable  who 
attends  the  Lighter  to  the  Quay,  and  that  the  said 
list  be  afterwards  given  to  the  Superintendant  at  the 
Quays,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  enjoin  the  Quay 
Guards  to  attend  the  safe  landing  of  the  Casks  from 
each  Lightcf.” 

SECT.  XVIII. — Regulations  respecting  JHiarfs, 

and  IVharfingers. 

By  the  Statute  of  13  and  14  Charles  II.  cap.ll,  It 
is  enacted,  that  if  any  Keeper  of  any  Wharf,  Crane, 
or  Quay,  or  their  Servants,  shall  knowingly  suffer  tobc 
taken  up  or  landed,  or  shall  ship  off,  or  suffer  to  be 
water-borne,  from  their  Wharfs,  Stc.  any  goods  prohi- 
bited, or  whereof  any  duticsarc  payable,  without  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  or  at  times  not 
appointed  by  Law,  or  Goods  passing  by  Certificates, 
Waste,  Coquet,  or  otherwise,  without  notice  given 
to  His  Majesty’s  Officers,  every  sncli  Wharfinger 
forfeits  lOOl.  and  if  any  Goods  shall  be  taken  frorn 

the 
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the  Shore,  to  be  carried  on  board  any  Ship  oatward- 
bound,  or  laden  out  of  any  Ship  arriving  from  Fo- 
reign Ports,  without  a Warrant  and  Presence  of  an 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  such  Boat  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  the  Master,  or  any  Mariner  of  any  Ship, 
inward-bound,  consenting  thereto,  shall  Forfeit  the 
value  of  the  Goods. 

And  in  case  any  Person  shall  assist  in  Shipping  off 
or  Carrying  Away  such  Goods,  he  may  be  appwe- 
bended  by  the  Warrant  of  a Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  may  be  Committed  till  he  find  Surety  for  Good 
Behaviour,  until  discharged  by  the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer.— On  committing  a Second  Offence  a pe- 
nalty of  5l.  or  in  default  two  Months' Imprisonment 
is  inflicted. 

By  the  Statute  of  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  109,  If  any 
Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly give,  to  any  Labouring  Coal-Metre,  any 
Reward  or  Gratuity  besides  4d.  per  Chaldron,  he 
shall  forfeit  20l.  in  London,  and  50l.  in  Westminster 
and  Surrey.  And  by  the  same  Act,  if  such  Wharf- 
ingers or  Dealers  shall  use  any  Sack,  less  than  Four 
Feet  in  Length  and  Two  in  Breadth,  be  shall  Forfeit 
5].  and  Labouring  Meters  40s.  ** 

Upper  Thanu's. 

Wharfingers  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  above 
London  Bridge  arc  required,  by  1 1 Geo.  III.  cap. 
43.  ^ 25 — 27,  To  keep  Regular  Entries  of  Goods 
brought  to  their  Wharfs  fur  Carriage,  and  to  give 

Receipts 
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Receipts  for  the  same,  if  required  ; and  every  Barge- 
Master  is  to  lade  and  forward  the  same  according 
to  the  Priority  of  the  Entry  in  the  Wharfinger’s 
Book,  without  any  undue  Preference,  except  in 
case  of  Goods  of  a perishable  Nature,  under  Pe- 
nalties not  exceeding  5l.  or  less  than  20s. 

SECT.  XIX. — Respecting  the  Hiring  of  Seamen. 

.By  the  Statute  2 Geo.  II.  cap.  36,  It  is  incumbent 
on  every  Ship-Master,  or  other  Person  hiring  Sea- 
men, that  they  require  such  Seamen, 'after  they  are 
entered  Three  Days,  if  in  Foreign  Trade,  or  imme- 
diately, in  the  Coasting  'Frade,  to  Sign  an  Agree- 
ment, declaring  the  Wages  and  the  Voyage.  Ship- 
Masters  taking  Mariners  to  Sea  (except  Apprentices) 
without  such  an  Agreement,  shall  forfeit  5l.  per 
Man  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

And  by  the  same  Statute,  Ship-Masters  arriving 
in  any  Port  of  Great- Britain  shall  pay  their  Seamen, 
if  in  Foreign  Trade,  within  30  Days,  and  in  Five 
Days  if  in  the  Country  Trade,  after  the  Vessels  being 
entered  at  the  Custom-house. 

^::^See  Section  XVI.  respecting  the  Off t nets  com- 
mitted by  Seamen,  pages  bT 7,  57 S. 

SECT.  XX. — Respecting  Encroachments  and  Nui- 
sances on  the  River  Thames. 

'A  ^ 

The  Water-Bailiff  (for  the  time  being),  acting'' 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Con- 
servator of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medwav,  and  of 

cverv 
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every  B.:r:k,  Shore  and  Ultarf  thereto  adjoining-,  cn- 
^ofxrcs  not  only  the  l^cgulatious  and  3vc  Laws  re- 
lative to  the  Fisher)'  iijxjn  the  River,  but  also  takes 
G>gnizancc  of  all  Encroachments  on  the  River  ur 
its  JjiinAS,  aiul  of  all  Nuisances  and  ^nnoyonccs 
whereby  the  Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  in 

any  res|>ect  injured,  namely— 5^-  Pitching  Poles 

Erectmg  ll'ha  fs— Making  Canseevays  and  Stairs 

Cmtlmung  or  Increasing  Mytes— Making  or  Continuing 
Stages — Erecting  JFalls — Hmlding  Pot  Galleries— 
Planting  Oziers — Laying  Mooring  Chains — Injuring 
the  Puver  hy  throxving  out  Rubbishy  KzUasl,  or  any 
other  virtu  It — Or  Obstructing  the  Nut  gation  by  laying 
Lighters  and  Craft  in  improper  Situations. — Every  Per- 
committing  any  of  the  Ofrcnccs  herein-before 
enumerated,  or  any  other  Offence,  considered  as  an 
Encroachment , Euisance,  or  vinnoyance^  is  subject  to  a 
Prosecution  by  Indictment,  before  the  Court  of 
Conservancy,  and  to  Fine  or  Imprisonment  in  e^se 
of  Conviction. 

The  Act  of  6 Geo.  II.  cap.  2g,  establishes  an 
important  Police  Regulation,  by  prohibiting,  under 
a penalty  of  &I.  any  Ballast  being  thrown  into  the 
River,  and  directing  that  it  shall,  (as  before  stated, 
vide  § XIII.)  be  landed  above  high  water  mark, 
or  laden  into  the  Lighters  of  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion. 

By  the  Act  of  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  16,  Any  Person 
throwing  Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt,  or  Soil,  from  any 
^ half,  Quay,  or  Bank  adjoining,  or  near  the  River, 

or 
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or  out  of  any  Barge  or  Lighter,  forfeits,  on  convic- 
tion, 40s.  < , , 


Under  the  foregoing  heads  will  be  found  the 
leading  fe.aturcs  of  the  most  prominent  Rules  and 
Regulations,  which  either  apply  locally  or  generally 
to  the  Port  of  London. 

In  cases  where  a more  full  explanation  is  found 
necessary,  by  a reference  to  Acts  of  Parliament, 
an  Index  is  here  furnished  to  such  Statutes  as  relate 
immediately  to  the  Penaltes  which  ought  to  be 
avoided,  and  to  Offences  w'hich  are  meant  to  bo 
controlled. 

If  the  ‘Compendium  thus  offered  to  the  attention 
of  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  and  to  the  Pub- 
lic at  large,  shall  prove  useful  as  a Directory  ; where- 
by Penalties  and  Forfeitures  may  be  avoided  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  Laws  and  Regulations  made  for 
the  good  Government  and  Security  of  the  Trade  of 
the  River  Thames,  and  for  the  general  Benefit  of  the 
Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port 
of  London,  the  object  of  the  Author  will  be  fully 
accomplished,  and  the  time  and  pains  he  has  be- 
stowed in  digesting  and  forming  these  Regulations, 
amply  rewarded  in  t!ie  good  effects  they  may  pro- 
duce'. ' ■ • 


CoNCLCDlKO- 
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CoSCLtTDlNG  OsSERTATIOaS. 

In  travelling  over  so  wide  a Field,  embracing 
such  a variety  of  Objects,  the  attentive  Reader  will 
easily  perceive,  that  the  leading  object  of  the  Author 
has  been  to  impress  upon  the  Public  mind  the  neces- 
sity of  a w ell-regulated  Nautical  Police,  improved  by 
a System  of  Legislation  applicable  to  this  Object. — 
And  also  by  a more  general  'promulgation  of  the 
existing  penal  Statutes  relative  to  the  River  Thames 
io  particular,  and  to  nautical  Affairs  in  general. 

The  last  of  these  objects  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  general  and  interesting  view  which  is  given  of 
the  most  important  Laws  and  Regulations,  Respecting 
penal  Police,  as  tlicy  relate  to  Navigation,  Commerce, 
and  Revenue. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  imme- 
diate advantages  which  arc  to  secure,  and  render 
permanent  the  system  of  Police  which  has  been 
formed,  and  so  successfully  carried  into  execution,  the 
Legislature  must  be  resorted  to. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  object  the  Public  will 
form  a true  estimate.  Next  to  the  utility  of  good 
and  appropriate  Laws  to  promote  the  security  and 
comfort  of  society,  is  the  establishment  of  a well- 
regulated  Police  to  carry  such  Laws  into  execution. 
Without  this  crimes  can  never  be  prevented,  or  even 
materially  diminished. — Without  such  an  Institution 
there  can  be  no  effectual  mode  of  Relief  where  the 

• 

Public  suffer  wrongs  and  arc  aggrieved. — In  a com-* 
aaercial  Port  where  Property  in  Ships,  Vessels,  Craft,' 

5 and 
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and  Merchandise  amounts  to  the  enormous  value  of 
Seventy  Millions  Sterling,*  floating  inwards  and 
outwards  in  the  course  of  a Year. — Where  13,400 
Ships  and  Vessels  arrive  and  depart  within  the 
same  period,  while  no  less  than  22,500  Vessels  of 
all  descriptions  form  the  aggregate  number  in 
this  Trade  of  unparalleled  magnitude,  employing 
above  Fifty  Thousand  Individuals  in  various  nautical 
pursuits,  it  would  seem  evident  that  a permanent 
Police  applicable  to  this  object,  alone  must  be  a deside- 
tum,  in  the  attainment  of  which  is  involvetl  the 
security  of  Commercial  Property,  against  Fraud  and 
Depredation ; the  Improvement  of  the  Public  Re- 
venue ; the  Preservation  of  the  Privileges  of  In- 
nocence ; and  the  Renovation  of  the  Morals  and 
Habits  of  the  present  and  future  Generations  engaged 
in  nautical  Pursuits  on  the  River  Thames. 

* See  Page  23. 
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Licensed  Keepers  of  Bumboats. — 1800. 


Ne.cf 


Bouis.  Nmih, 

JUtsIdencet 

I.  Edward  Martin 

Gravesend. 

2.  Peter  Hunter  . . 

Queen's-head-alley,  Wapping. 

3.  David  Mitchell 

St,  Catharine’s. 

4.  Thomas  Green 

Narrow-street,  Limehouse. 

5.  James  Irving  . . 

Ship -street,  Wapping. 

6.  James  Widen  . . 

Stone-stairs,  Ratclifl!e. 

7.  Henry  Thome  . . 

Woolwich. 

8.  Richard  Rounsen  . 

Shadwell, 

9.  Henry  Ford  . . . 

St.  Catharine’s. 

to.  John  Smith  . . 

Cherry  Garden. 

21.  John  Ross  . . 1 

Shadwell. 

12.  Blake  Robinson  . 

Rotherhithe. 

13,  William  Williams  . 

Cherry  Garden. 

14.  Sarah  Aiken  . . 

Love-lane,  Shadwell. 

1 5.  Charles  Fetcher  . 

Shadwell. 

16.  John  Crighton  Walker, 

Limehouse. 

17.  Henry  Gtcly  * . 

Shadwell. 

18.  John  Read  . . . 

Greenwich. 

19.  James  Fielder  . . 

Grccnhithe, 

2b.  Thomas  Aldis  . . 

Limehouse. 

21.  William  Slade  . . 

Trinity-yard,  Ratcliffe. 

22.  Thomas  Laidler  . 

Shadwell  Dock. 

23.  John  Thomas  . . 

Trinity-yard,  Ratcliffe, 

24.  David  Cromarty  . 

New-street,  Shadwell. 

25.  Henry  Nelson  . . 

Shadwell  Dock. 

26.  Peter  Isbister  . . 

Ratcliffe  Crefs. 

K A AV; 
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.Vs.  of 

Beats.  !^’!imes. 

27.  Domingo  Page 

28.  Jane  Nicholls  . . 

29.  S.imnel  Huggins  . 

30.  David  Sanders  . . 

31.  David  Mackenzie  . 

32.  Peter  Johnson  . . 

33.  Cuthburt  Bowren  . 

34.  T'ftnothy  Donnovan 

35.  Peter  Mouat  . . 

36.  Thomas  Miller 

37.  Jolin  Steward  . . 

38.  Nicholas  Grafton  . 

39.  David  Mills  . . 

40.  George  Wallace  . 

41.  George  Harding  . 

42.  Richard  Maynard  . 

43.  John  Francisco 

44.  Edvvard  Watts  . . 

45.  Thomas  Phillips  . 

46.  William  Hills  . . 

47.  William  Styles  . . 

48.  Hans  Stclling  . . 

49.  Barnard  Bone  . . 

50.  Michael  Doyle  . . 

51.  George  Anderson  • 

52.  Hugh  Miller  . . 

53.  John  Ross  . . . 

54.  David  Frisian  . . 

55.  Alexander  Malcolm 

56.  James  M’Gsw  . . 

57.  William  Whittaker 

58.  William  Richards  . 


Restd/nce, 

Rotherhtihc. 

Greenwich. 

Trinity-yard,  Ratcliffc. 

Middle  Shadwcll. 

Gravesend. 

Shakspeare-walk. 

Green  wiclu 
Limehousc. 

RatcUffe  Crofs. 
Shakspeare’s-walk. 

Limehoiise. 

Waltshirc-lane,  East  Sinid>lie!d. 
Gravesend. 

Fountain-stairs. 

ditto. 

Cherry  Garden. 

Trinity-yard,  Katclift'. 

Ratclifle  Cross. 

Brevvhousc-lanc,  Shadstrl! . 
Gravesend. 

New-sisoet,  Shadwell. 
Limclvouse  Wall. 

Lower  ShadweH. 

Shad  well  Dock. 

\\^apping. 

Ruihcrhitbe. 

Limehouse. 

Wapping. 

N eivmarket-stfeet. 

Shadwell.  ■ 

King-stairs,  Rotherhithe. 

A’’#. 
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Boats.  Names, 

^g.  James  Strahan  i ; 
6c'.  James  Neale  . • 

61.  Jo!i;i  Wells  . . . 

62.  Nathaniel  Brown  . 

63.  John  Simmons  . . 

64.  Peter  Branburg  . . 

65.  Robert  Moor  . 1 . 

66.  William  Bradley  » 

67.  William  Murphy  . 

68.  Thomas  Hill  . . . 
6g.  William  Bristow  , 

70.  Patrick  Conaghtpn  . 

7 1 . Robert  Grace  . . . 

72.  Thomas  Berry  . . 

73.  Daniel  Nowlan  ..  . 

74.  James  Stafford  , . 

75.  John  Burgess  , . . . 

76.  Joseph  Hornsby  . . 

77.  'Joseph  Pyckes  . . 

78.  William  Smith  . . 

79.  William  Cochf^  . 

80.  Thomas  Byrne  . . 

81.  Leonard  Johnson 

82.  Henry  Gibson  . . . 

83.  Robert  hlemmi^  .. 

84.  Robert  Fox  . . . . 

85.  Walter  Walker  . . 

86.  Thomas  Norman  . 

87.  Charles  Stewart  . . 

88.  George  Stroughts  „ . 

89.  Thomas  Youijig 

90.  Jaioea  Comi^ll  » . 


^efjdence. 

, Greenwich.  * , . 

. St.  Catharloe'stlaoe.  - 
. ' Rothcrhithc. 

. ditto. 

. Gravesend. 

. King-stairs,  Rotberhithc. 

. Limehpuse. 

. Raynham,  fjssex. 

. St.  Catharine’s; 

. d'(te, 

. Rotherhitlve-suirS. 

. Trinity-yard.  R^cli^e. 

. St.  ,Catharine’»-iaoe. 

; Hermitage. 

. St.  .Cathartne’f. 

. Broad-street,  Ratcli/lc. 

.•  'Trinjty-yard,  Ratcliffe. 
r Shakfpqarc-walk*' 

. WooJwjch. 

, 4‘ttp. 

;King-stait5,  Rotherbitbei 
. New-street,  Sbadwdl. 

. Gravesend. 

. Greenwich* 

. Stone-stairs. 

. Shadwdl  Dock. 

.,  Narrow- Street.  ^ . 

. iBermondfcy. 

. Shadwejl  Dock.  . . 
. Ratcliffe  Cjo£r.  . 

. Wapping. 
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BmU.  tiamm. 

91.  Jonas  Olman  . . . 
9*k  William  Turner  . 

93.  William  Rye  . . . 

94.  John  Thom  . , . 

95.  James  Marshall  . ■ 

96.  Lake  Ecrieston  . . 

97.  William  Cruthn  . . 

98.  Richard  Turner  . . 

99.  Richard  Hauer  . . 
lee.  WilUam  Wuffbt  . . 
loi.  Samuel  Spooner  . . 
lot.  Alexaiuler  Bcnnilt  . 

103.  Edward  Brown  . . 

104.  William  Clements  . 

105.  John  Munns  . . . 
to6.  Henry  Foster  . . • 

107.  Thomas  Collins  . . 

108.  Daniel  Lamberd  . . 

109.  John  Turner  . . . 
tio.  William  James  . r 
XII.  Andrew  Gain  . . . 
XI 2.  John  White  . . . 
XI 3.  Daniel  Moor  . . . 
XI4.  Anthony  Hopkins  • 
115.  Miles  Jewel  .... 
Z16.  James  Base  .... 

117.  Barnard  Wilton  . . 

118.  Samuel  John  Eastftold 

1 19.  William  Munfo  . -. 
X20.  Joseph  Wright  . . . 
X2I.  Thomas  firuer  . . . 
122.  John  Keates  .... 


Residence.  “ 

King  Edward-stairs.'Wappii^. 

Shad  Thames. 

Gravesend. 

ditto.  • - • 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto, 

ditto. 

ditto.  '■ 

ditto. 

Milton,  near  Grarcsend. 

Gravesend. 

• oBtto. 

Greenhithe. 

Gravesend. 

eStto. 

ditto.  ■' 

ditto.  • 

ditto, 
ditto. 

Woolwich. 

Limebouse. 

Deptford.  • < •'  i 

Shadwell. 

St.  Catharine's.  ■ ’ ••  • t ' 
Fose-street,  Litnehotae." 
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No.  of 

Boats.  Namts, 

123.  James  Wilson  • . . 

124.  Patrick  Dowley  . . . 

125.  Rd.  Stevenson  Branden, 

126.  Francis  Lamb  .... 

127.  Philip  Redmond  . . . 

128.  George  Cruden  . « . 

129.  Job  Tristram  .... 

130.  Thomas  Comer  . . . 
J31.  Thomas  Beattie  . . . 

132.  Walter  Devereiix  . . 

133.  Benjamin  Plummcridge 

134.  Joseph  Butcher  . . . 

135.  Maurice  Looby  . , . 

136.  James  Byrne  . . , 

137.  Thomas  Wilmoit  . . 

138.  Matthew  Devorix  . . 

139.  Jeremiah  Dennett  . . 

140.  George  Buike  ...  . 

141.  William  Haycock  ..  . 
14^*  Luke  Luft  . 

143.  Peter  Forster  . , . , 

144.  Patrick  Lawler  . 

145.  Richard  Harvey  . . 

146.  Richard  Rony  . , 

147.  Jasper  Scallion  . ..  . . 

148.  John  Wood  . , . . 

149.  Isaac  Large  . . . . .; 

150.  John  Dawson  . . , . 
J51.  Dennis  Redmond  1,; , . 

152.  Thomas  Terney  ^ . , 

153.  Patrick  Conner  . • . . 

154.  Walter  Kcn^llo,,, , 
IC5.  John  Rawlings  . . . . 

7 


RMtdintt. 

Rotherhithe.  i ' " 
Salisbury-stfceti  Rotbtrhhh* 
Gravesend. 

Wapping.  - ■ * ■ ■ 

Tower  Hill.  - ' • 

Gravesend. 

Lower  Shadwell. 

Booking.  Fssex. 

Shadwell. 

Queen-street,  Limehouse.' 
Horslydown. 

Northfleet,  Kent. 

Spring- street,  Shadwell.  i 

ditto,  r. 

Gravesend. 

Middle  Shadwell. 
Gravesend.  ~ 

Shadwell. 

Shad  Thames, 

Gravesend. 

Woolwich. 

St.  Catharine’s. 

ditto. 

Shadwell. 

ditto.  ’ ■ - - 

Bermondsey  - ' . 

. Rotherhith^, 

.Shadwell.  * 

ditto. 

Ratcliffe,  '■ 
Shadwell.  • 1 ' 

. . ditto.  ■ I 

Graveseo4f 
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Report  /rcm  the  Cmmitit*  tf  lytU-lndi*  Mereianis  te.tbe 
Merchants  and  Owners  dhiff,  trading  frtm  the  Hist- 
Indies  ta  the  Port  tf  Lutdon.  ... 

The  Committee  of  West-tndia  Merchants,  finding  every 
Regulation  whrdi  they  luve  suggested,  and  every  Expedient 
vhich  they  have  adopted,  indfectual  to  check  the  enormous 
Depredations  to  which  the  homeward-bound  Cargoes  of  West- 
India  Ships  arc  annually  subject  in  the  River  Thames,  aiad 
those  Depredations  having  of  late  increased  in  a very  alarming 
degree,  not  only  affecting  the  interest  of  the  Planter  and  the 
Merchant,  but  also  that  of  the  Ship-Owner  and  the  Revenue, 
have  stibmittcd  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  a Plan  of  Police 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Port  of  London,  in  which  vha  energy 
of  Executive  Justice  in  the  punishment  of  Offenders,  is  com- 
bined with  regulations  having  an  immediate  tendency  to  prevent 
the  offence; — And  this  Plan,  comprehending  in  its  structure; 
not  only  a Marine  Police-f5tficc  for  judicial  Proceeditig*.  but 
also  an  Establishment  of  Boats,  and  a general  Register  of 
Lumpers,  having  been  sanctioned  by  Government,  who  have 
farther  conferred  on  it  all  tlie  stability  and  importance  of  a 
Public  Institution,  by  a determination  to  defray  th^ 

• expense  of  the  Judicial  Department. — It  becomes  necessary  to 
explain  to  those  most  e^seniially  concerned  the  outlines  of  this 
New  Establishment,  and  the  security  which  it  holds  out  to 
Property  by  means  of  the  Civil  Force,  which  will  be  attached 

• to  the  Police  Department : — By  the  speedy  and  regular  Dis- 
' charge  of  Ships,  by  Men  properly  selected  and  registered : — 
\ And  by  a System  of  Superintendance  under  Regulations  properly 

methodized,  and  calciiTatecl  to  give  energy  and  effect  to  the 
< - general  design  of  the  Establishment. 

-b  ■ 
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With  this  pjirticuUw  vifivr  it  has  beeo  determined,  tint  a 
Marine  Police  Office  shall  be  forthwith  established  at  No.  259^ 
Wappiog  New-Stairs,  being  as  near  as.  possible  the  Centre- 
Point  where  the  Ships  usually  discharge,— and  that  there  shall 
be  two  distinct  Departments  comprehended  within  tlte  Insti- 
tution, namely, — 

- 1st.  A Police  Department  where  Magistrates  shall  preside 
for  the  purpose  only  of  taking  cognizance  of  Offences  committed 
on  the  River  and  its  vicinity,  and  to  which  shall  be  attached  a 
superintending  Magistrate,  a resident  Justice,  a Clerk,  a Chief 
Constable,  and  Fifty  Petty  Constables,  to  he  increased  10  a 
Uimdred  if  occasion  require. 

2nd.  A Department  for  Lumpers,  to  which  will  be  attached 
a Superintendant  of  Lumpers,  a Cashier  to  receive  the  Lumj^ 
ing-dues  from  the  Owners  of  each  Ship,  and  pay  Wages, — 
Collecting-Clerk,  and  perhaps  a Book-Keeper. 

3rd.  That  the  resident  Magistrate  shall  sit  every  Day,  Morn- 
ing and  Evening,  (Sundays  czeepted,)  and  shall  particularly 
direct  his  attention  to  the  means  of  detecting  and  punishing 
Delinquents  and  preventing  Crimes. 

4th.  That  the  Constables,  besides  the  ordinary  duty  attaclied 
to  their  situation,  shall  act  as  Watchmen,  properly  armed,  on 
board  each  Ship  under  Discharge.  They  shall  be  selected 
from  the  best  men  that  can  be  found ; and,  to  prevent  any 
corinpt  practices,  will  be  occasionally  cliangcd  from  Ship  to 
Ship.  The  duty  of  these  Constables  will  be  to  search  all 
Lumpers  when  they  go  on  Shore  in  the  Evening,  and  to  appre- 
hend and  bring  to  Justice  every  person  discovered  conveying 
any  Article  clandestinely  out  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel  committed 
to  their  charge.  Tliat  they  shall  be  visited  Morning  and 
Evening  by  the  Chief  Constable,  who  shall  see  that  each  Petty 
Constable  executes  the  duty  assigned  him ; and,  if  not,  to 
report  his  conduct  to  the  superintending  or  resident  Magistrate, 

that 
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that  be  may  be  reprimanded  or  distnosed,  aecording  to  th« 

nature  of  the  oSince.  ^ 

5th.  That,  as  an  additional  means  of  prevention  will  arise 
from  a general  Register  of  Lumpers  at  the  Marine  Police- 
Office,  under  proper  regulations ; — the  Institution  will  thus 
embrace  two  objeas, — Detrcthn — and  Punishment,  under  the 
Police-Department:  and  Prevention,  under  the  £Xscharging- 
Department.  This  last  is  of  great  importance  in  perfecting 
the  System,  and  without  which,  the  Port  of  London  can 
never  be  completely  rescued  from  that  imputation  of  habitual 
and  disgraceful  Depredations  upon  Commercial  Property, 
which  has  arisen  out  of  the  present  mode  of  dicharging  Ves- 
sels. It  is  therefore  proposed  to  abolish  the  old  System,  as 
ruinous  and  dcsfiuctive  to  the  Port  of  London,  and  to 
dischaige  West-India  Ships  by  means  of  Lumpers,  who  shall 
be  attached  to  the  Marine- Police  Establishment,  and  who  will 
be  employed  in  rotation,  and  victualled  by  the  Owners  on 
board  the  Ship,  under  a reputable  person  in  the  character  of  a 
Foreman,  who  shall  be  answerable  for  the  tjuick  and  regular 
dispatch  of  Ships.  But,  great  as  the  advantages  iir,  which 
may  unquestionably  be  expected  to  result  from  this  System, 
its  success  will  depend  on  the  support  and  union  of  thp  Ship- 
Owners  as  well  as  tlie  Merchants,  in  attaching^ themsclvta 
closely  to  this  new  Institution  ; and  in  forming  resolutions  tp 
confi  rm  to  the  Rules  established  fur  the  Protection  of  Property 
in  the  River ; and  to  discharge  their  Vessels  by  no  other 
Lumpers  than  those  who  are  registered  and  furnished  by  the 
Establishment. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  them- . 
selves  enabled  to  state,  from  every  estimate  they  hove  hitherto 
,been  able  to  form,  that  the  expense  of  Lumping  out  a Ship 
under  the  new  System,  will  probably  not  exceed  the  average- 
amount  hitherto  paid  for  Lumpers  and  Watchmen  ; — the 
whole  of  the  Freight  on  the  quantity  of  Prodpee  usually  plun- 
. . ' ■ dertd, 
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^red.  ■ will  thercTore  be  a clear  profit  to  the  Ship ; and, 
estimating  this  Depredation  at  the  very  low  rate  of  a J Cwt.  of 
Sugar  per  Hogshead,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  saving  to  Ship- 
Owners.  in  the  Port  of  London  only,  will,  in  One  Year, 
amount  to  upwards  of  10,000,  on  the  single  Article  of 
Sugar  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchandise, 

The  Merchants  and  Ship-Owners,  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  West-India  Trade  and  the  Port  of  London, 
arc  therefore  invited  to  afford  their  utmost  assistance  in  giving 
effect  to  this  nevy  and  useful  Establishment,  by  entering  into  a 
Resolution  to  discharge  their  Ships  only  by  means  of  Lumpers 
registered  at  the  Marine  Police-Oifice.  ■ It  is  therefore 
earnestly  requested,  that  all  Merchants,  Ship-Owners,  in 
the  West-India  Trade,  or  Agents  for  Ship-Owners,  who 
approve  of  this  Institution,  and  who  arc  desirous  of  giving  it 
effect,  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  superintending  Magts- 
'tratc  at  the  Marine  Police-Office,  No.  259,  Wapping  New- 
Stairs,  by  Letter  or  personally,  as  sorvn  as  possible,  that  it  may 
be  precisely  known  who  arc  to  be  considered  as  disposed  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  Institution,  and  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  which  it  hol^s  out. 

> 

CimmilUt-Rosm,  Marine-Socitty  s ,, 

OJ^ett  June  2t,  1798. 
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No.  IV. 

Minutes  if  a Muling  f the  Cimmlttee  f IJ'tit-lndia  Mer~ 
(bsnts,  held  at  the  Martne-Seciety's  Oflce,  in  BiskzpsgaU- 
S.'rut,  en  Friday  the  2i/  of  June,  1799  : containing 
Explanatory  Ohservations,  relative  to  the  Effect  of  the 
Mtirine  Police  System,  and  Pripositints  for  discharging 
Eessels,  and  protecting  the  Cargoes  and  the  Tackle,  Jppartl, 
and  Stores,  of  IP'est-lndia  Ships,  upon  a Plan  advantagesui 
and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

At  a Meeting  ui the  Committee  of  Wcst-IndFa  Mcrcjiarits, 
held  at  the  Marine-Society’s  Ollicc,  in  Bishop.-gate- Streep  ou 
Frid.iy  the  28th  of  June,  1799. 

Air.  CoLQUHOUN,  superinicndiDg  Mi^istiate  of  tbe  MvilK 
Police  Office,  laid  before  the  Mce;ting  a Rep9$t,coatainir|gtS9e> 
oific  Details,  relative  to  the  Organization,  M^nagemeot,  an^ 
Effect  of  the  Marine  Police  institution,  during  the  last  T.v^ve 
Months ; together  with  various  other  Documents,  explanatory 
of  the  System  which  has  been  pursued  for  the  protection  of 
Wesi-India  Property,  against  the  excessive  Plunder  and  Depre- 
dations which  formerly  prevailed  j and  the  Committee  being 
anxiously  solicitous,  that  the  benefits,  which  were  derived, 
wherever  Ships  and  Lighters  were  placed  immediately  under  th* 
Charge  of  the  Institution,  should  hereafter  be  extended  gene- 
rally to  the  whole  of  the  West- India  Trade, 


“ Resolved, 

“ That,  with  a View  to  remove  those  prejudices  and  mis- 
conceptions, which  have  hitherto  tended  to  impede  the  full 
efficacy  of  the  Design,  the  following  Statement,  accompanied 
by  propositions  for  the  delivery  of  Ships’  Cargoes  by  the 

Marine 
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■ Marine  Police  Office,  be  printed  and  sent  to  ffie  Merchants 
and  Ship-Owners,  trading 'from  the  West-Indies  to  the  Port 
of  London.”  ' 

The  Marine  Police  Office,  established  in  June  1798,  h.is  a 
two-fo!d  object : To  procure  a speedy  and  regular  discharge  of 
West-India  Ships  by  registered  and  approved  Lumpers,  under 
the  control  of  the  Office  ; and  to  protect  the  Properly  in  every 
Stage  of  the  Discharge,  from  the  moment  the  Ship  arrives  at  her 
Moorings  to  the  final  delivery  of  the  Goods  at  the  King’s 
• Beam,  by  means  of  a Civil  Force  attached  to  the  Police 
Department, 

The  efficacy  of  the  System  adopted  for  the  attainment  of 
thc;!e  ends  being  universally  admitted,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
upon  it : To  the  cxpencc  only  attending  its  execution  objections 
have  been  started  ; and  op  this  score  much  misconception  and 
unjust  prejudice  have  prevailed.  The  amount  of  the  Rates,  as 
settled  last  year  by  the  West-India  Committee,  has,  in  some 
instances,  been  complained  of  as  an  exorbitant  charge  for  Lump- 
ing ; and  in  others,  as  a still  more  unreasonable  remuneration 
for  Protection  from  Plunder : But  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
both  these  services  are  iiKluded  in  the  charge,  and  it  is  presumed 
arc  effected  without  any  increased  expcnce  to  the  Ship-Owner ; 
Vtho,on  the  contrary,  derives  protection  for  his  Ship,  her  Tackle, 
and  Stores,  from  the  River  and  Quay  Guards,  to  which  expcnce 
he  contributes  nothing. 

The  Lumping  Rates  have  been  ultimately  settled  on  the 
lowest  Terms,  for  which  honest  labour  can  he  procured  for 
daily  wages.  A Ship-Owner  could  not  therefore  obtain  it  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  unless  in  cases  where  an  adequate  indemni  Beat  ion 
for  the  abatement  can  be  obtained  by  the  Plunderage  of  ilic 
Cargo.  The  remainder  of  the  ex^iicc  incurred  for  Slrip- 
Constables  cannot  be  deemed  an  additiemal  burden,  since  those 
furnished  by  the  Office  are  only  efficient  Substitutes  for  very  in- 
efficient 
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efficient  Watchmen,  who  were,  or  ought  to  have  been,  em- 
ployed, according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  Port,  and  at 
nearly  the  same  rate  of  wages,  (aj 

On  the  subject  of  Plunder,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  bring  for- 
ward the  evidence,  herctsfure  adduced,  to  prove  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  the  evil ; it  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to 
repeat,  that,  in  many  instances,  the  Master  Lumpers  were 
deeply  implicated  in  the  crime,  by  pocketing  the  sums  for 
which  they  contricteil  to  lump  out,  and  allowing  their  men  to 
remitnerate  themselves  by  Plunder.  The  Committee,  there- 
fore, docs  no:  consider  it  possible  to  make  a fair  comparison  of 
thcexper.ee  of  working  out  a Ship,  under  the  former  and  pre- 
sent Systems,  by  a simple  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  re- 
spective Bills ; yet  they  cannot  doubt,  that,  when  the  Table  of 
Dues,  now  settled  with  the  Lumpers  under  the  Police  System, 
are  carefully  perused,  they  will  be  considered  as  fair,  moderate, 
)md  eionomiccl. 


It  appears  to  this  Meeting,  from  the  Documents  which  have 
been  proilueed,  that  thirty-eight  individuals  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  Contractors  for  htmping  out  West-India  Ships,  pre- 
vious to  the  E>tablishment  of  the  Marine  Police,  who  generally 
employed  Loremen ; and,  having  several  Ships  working  at  the 
same  time,  seldom  attended  in  person  to  their  Discharge.—* 
That,  under  the  New  System,  sixty-seven  nautical  Master 
Lornpen,  who  cither  constantly  attended  themselves,  or  made 
it  their  bttsincss  to  superintend  the  Labourers  under  their  charge, 
were  taken  into  the  employment  of  the  Institution,  atid  properly 
sworn  and  instructed,  besides  twenty-three  of  the  old  Class, 


(a)  In  this  View  of  the  Case,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  neither 
th»  Expence  of  Lumping  fxw  Ship  Constables  can  be  considered  ar 
any  tte'w  Charge ; and-ought  not  to  be  blended  with  theactuat4S»>  ^ 
peaces  of  the  Police  System,  since  Lumpm  and  WatchoKa  mostber  c 
paid  fo.',  whether  there  l)C a Police  Qj. not,  . ..  yT^j.^rr-JT' 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ’ ' ' The 
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The  remainiog  fifteen  were  cither  excluded  as  impure  charac-* 
ters,  or  declined  the  employment,  cither  from  a dread  of  the 
consequences  of  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  the  control,  or  from  the 
encouragement  given  them  by  those,  who  did  not  or  would  not, 
seethe  advantages  held  out  to  them  by  the  Instimtion.  The 
new  Master  Lumpers  have  been  in  training  for  a year  ; and,  as 
they  usually  work  along  with  the  Labourers  they  employ,  and 
arc  tied  down  by  specific  rules  and  an  oath  of  fidelity,  besides 
the  direct  control  of  the  Surveyors,  this  Meeting  is  of  opinion, 
that  they  are  likely  not  only  to  be  able  to  work  at  a cheaper  rate, 
but  also  to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  Discharge  with  more 
purity,  and  with  a greater  attention  to  the  interest  of  those,  who 
are  concerned  either  as  Sliip-Owners  or  Proprietors  of  the  Car- 
goes. The  average  Expence  on  two  hundred  and  eleven  Ships 
worked  out  under  these  Master  Lumpers  appears,  from  the 
Documents  producedat  this  Meeting,  to  have  been  31/.  i6r.  icd. 
per  Ship,  which  does  not  seem  to  warrant  the  opinions  which 
have  been  formed  of  the  great  increase  of  expence  attached  to 
the  New  System  i nor  is  it  fair  to  impute  to  this  System  those 
unavoidable  charges,  which  may  have  arisen  from  the  delays 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  Lighters  and  the  crowded  state  of 
the  Q^iays;  a Contingency,  which  nothing  but  extended  Con*  . 
vcnienccs  can  remove.  The  Qyiestion  submitted  by  this  . 

Meeting  to  Ship-Owners,  and  to  the  Trade  at  large,  is,— ' 

“ Whether,  all  circumstances  considered,  the  expence  is  not  at  , 

“ moderate  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  as  a proper  remu- 
“ neration, — not  for  criminal  but  honest  Labour?"  And  whe«  , 
ther,  after  the  great  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systema- 
tizing this  Design,  and  in  forming  a new  class  of  men,  mors^ 
likely  (from  personalattcntion,  and  from  being  under  control) 
to  conduct  this  branch  of  the  business  of  the  Port  with  honesty  * 
and  ceconomy,  it  is  not  decidedly  the  interest  of  Ship  O wners,  ' 
as  Guardians  of  the  Property  of  their  Employers,  to  attach 
themselves  to  an  institution,  where  a Chain  of  Protection  is 

established, 

\ 
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tsiablislied,  whuk  docs  not  and  cannot  attach  to  Ships  or  Car- 
goes, \v4iich  arc  nut  worked  out  under  tlie  control  and  inspectioa 
of  this  useful  hsublislimeiit  ? Puihaps  it  may  be  necessary  in 
this  place  to  inform  the  Trade,  that  ia  all  instances,  where 
Plunder  to  aity  extent  was  detected  last  year,  it  ptoved  to  be 
Crum  Sliipsnot  placed  under  the  Protection  of  the  Institution. 
It  is  for  Ship  Owners  and  Agents,  having  the  charge  of  such 
Ships,  to  determine  how  far  they  regard  the  interest  of  the 
Ficighteis  in  permitting  tlte  Property,  intrusted  to  their  care* 
to  be  open  to  Dcpicdatiun,  while  the  means  of  Pievcuiion  are 
accessible. 

For  the  purpose  therefore,  of  attaining  the  object  in  view,  and 
to  remove  from  the  minds  of  all  concerned  every  idea  of  prefix 
to  the  Institution,  from  the  exertions  that  arc  used  to  eradicate 
the  Depredations,  which  have  so  long  afflicted  the  Shipping- 
Concerns  and  the  Floating  West-1  ndia  Property  in  the  Rive^ 
Thames,  the  following  Propositions  are  made  to  Consignees 
ai.d  Sltlp-Ovtncrs; 

I.  That  Master  Lumpers,  on  the  application  of  Ships’  Hus- 
bands or  their  Agents,  will  be  recommended  by  the  proper 
Officer  of  the  Institution  wlio  superintends  that  Department, 
witli  whom  the  Parties  applying  shall  themselves  make  their 
own  agreements,  either  on  the  Terms  specified  in  the  Table  of 
Dues  already  mentioned,  or  as  much  lower  as  can  be  obtained, 
with  the  benefit  of  the  Protection  of  the  Institution,  provided 
such  Ma'^ter  Lumpers,  who  shall  superintend  the  work,  arc 
sworn  to  fidelity,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Ptdicc,  and 
the  prices  agreed  on  for  specific  Labour  registered  in  the  OlTice  ; 
and  that  two  Constables  arc  also  applied  for  as  Guards  in  the- 
Ships  and  Lighters,  at  2s.  6d.  per  day,  and  2s.  6d.  per  night, 
each,  while  the  Ship  is  discharging  Goods,  and  to  be  reduced  to 
hall-pay  during  the  period  that  no  work  is  cariying  on,  after  the 
first  week  ; and  the  said  Constables  to  be  victualled  on  board. 

■ II.  That 
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. 11.  That  on  depositii^  ^s.  per  Ton,  when  tmy  Sh^  it  thus 
placed  under  the  Protectbn  of  the  Office,  the  Owners  will  be 
relieved  of  the  trouble  of  paying  the  Lumpers  weekly,  which,  in 
most  instances,  will  be  necessary  where  Master  Lumpers  aro 
employed,  who  perbrra  the  work  themselves  ( awl  who,  on 
this  account,  will  deserve  a preference,  although  they  may  be 
unable  to  advance  money  till  the  work  is  finished. 

HI.  In  all  cases  where  money  is  deposited,  a faithful  account 
shall  be  kept  of  the  same;  and  an  exact  statement  of  pay- 
ments and  disbursements  furnished  each  Ship’s  Husband  after 
the  Discharge,  containing  a specific  statement  or  account  of  the  ' 
advances  to  Master  Lumpers  and  Constables,  and  the  sums 
paid  to  each  on  a final  settlement,  (unless  Ship’s  Husbands 
should  signify  a wish  to  make  such  final  settlement  them- 
selves.) And,  in  consideration  of  theexpcnce  of  Officers  toA 
Clerh,  who  must  be  employed  in  this  Department,  to  engage 
Lumpers,  adjust  Accounts,  and  attend  to  the  general  detail  of  the 
Business,  Oi  charge  only  of  five  per-cent,  on  the  whole  money  dis- 
bursed shall  be  mwlc,  and  the  exact  balance,  as  the  case  may  be, 
cither  paid  or  received,  so  as  to  render  it  clear  to  Demonstra- 
tion, that  no  benefit  whatsoever  rests  with  tr.e  Institution,  inas- 
much as  the  five  per  cent,  on  the  Disbursements  will  be  more 
than  exhausted  by  the  additior.al  salaries  to  Officers  and  Clerks, 
and  other  expenccs  which  would  not  be  incurred,  independent 
of  tlie  Discharging  System. 

IV.  In  cases  where  Ships’  Husbands  may  not  incline  to  place 
their  Ships  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Office,  it  is  re- 
commended to  them  to  attend  particularly  to  the  Police  Kates, 
which  have  been  found,  by  experience,  to  afibrd  only  a fair  re- 
muneration to  those  who  arc  in  the  habit  of  performing  a part  of 
■the  labour  themselves.  Where  separate  agreements  are  made, 
it  is  recommended  that  the  parties  contracting  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  having  their  names  registered,  and 
of  being  sworn  to  Fidelity,  This  will  cost  nothing,  while  it 

nray 
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may  be  productive  of  great  good  in  overawing  Delinquents,  and 
in  preventing  gross  impositions  upon  Ship  Masters  and  others, 
in  making  agrrements  with  impure  characters,  it  being  always 
understood,  that  no  person  shall  be  registered  and  sworn  to  Fide- 
lity, who  has  been  known  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  evil 
practice. 

V.  It  is  understood  that  all  Ships,  which  are  censtebled  and 
worked  out  by  a Master  Lumper,  under  the  Cr^izance  of  the 
OfEcci  shall  be  entitled  to  the  beneRt  of  the  daily  and  nightly 
inspection  of  the  Boat  Surveyors  and  River  Guard,  gratis,  and 
also  to  the  assistance  of  such  Surveyors  (being  old  Ship  Masters) 
in  occasionally  overlooking  (he  progress  of  the  Discharge,  and 
in  promoting  whatever  may  contribute  to  Security  and  Dis- 
patch. In  preventing  the  unnecessary  breakage  of  Casks,  aixl 
in  checking  Pillage  and  Embezzlements,  not  only  of  the  Cargo, 
but  also  of  the  Stores  and  Materials  of  the  Ship. 

Finally,  It  is  to  be  understood,  that  in  all  cases  where  Ships 
are  not  placed  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Institution, 
neither  the  advantages  above-stated,  nor  the  System  of  Protec- 
tion and  Preventive  Police,  which  has  been  organized,  and  which 
has  already  been  found  so  salutary  and  beneficial,  can  be  extended 
either  to  the  Stores,  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Cargo.  And  while  it 
is  thus -shewn  that  no  extra  Expence  is  to  be  incurred,  that  does 
not  immediately  apply  to  the  Lumping  Department,  and  that 
this  Expence,  while  it  is  extremely  modtratc,  is  to  produce  both 
teconomy  and  purity  in  the  Discharge  of  West-India  Ships; 
this  Committee  entertain  hopes,  that  all  concerned  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  which  it  holds  out,  both  to  the  Ship- 
Owners  and  Merchants,  and  also  to  the  West-India  Pre^e- 
tors,  whose  Property  they  are  called  upon  to  protect. 
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Rolss  Expiancrtory  tf  the  Expence  which  will  le  incurred  in  dis- 
charging Id'est- India  and  other  Ships  in  the  River  Thames^- 
and  Conditions  to  he  performed  by  Lumpers,  Ship-Owners,^ 
. and  the  Marine  Police  Institution.  2J  July,  1799. 

Ciuditions  to  be  performed  by  Master  Lumpers. 

It  is  understood,  that  all  Master  Lumpers,  who  undertake 
to  discharge" Cargoes,  shall  be  sworn  to  Fidelity,  and  shall* 
agree  to  follow  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Magistrates  for  the 
prevention  of  Pillage  and  Plunder ; and  particularly,  that  they 
shall  assist  the  Police  Constables  in  scarcliing  the  Lumpers 
when  they  go  on  shore.  That  each  Lumper  shall  carry  with 
him  his  breakfast  and  dinner,  and  shall  not  be  permitted,  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  leave  the  Ship  while  under  Dis- 
charge, until  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished  ; and  that  small 
beer  shall  only  be  furnished  at  the  Ship’s  expencc.  That  every 
exertion  slull  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  the 
Ship,  and  to  prevent  the  wilful  breakage  of  Casks,  whereby 
Sugars,  Coffee,  or  other  articles,  may  be  spilled  or  wasted. 
And  farther,  that  the  said  Master  Lumpers  shall  select  good 
and  proper  Labourers,  and  be  careful  that  they  shall  have  no 
Apparel  calculated  to  conceal  Plunder,  nor  any  Jiggers,  Blad- 
ders with  nozles.  Pouches,  Bags,  Socks,  or  Vessels  of  any  kind, 
whereby  P(undcr  may  be  obtaiiicrl  and  conveyed  away.  To 
begin  tp  Work  at  Six  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leave 
off  till  Six  o’Cluck  in  the  Evening,  during  the  Six  Summer 
Months  ; and  from  Sun-Rise  to  Sun-Set,  during  the  Six  Win- 
ter Months.  To  be  allowed  Half  an  Hour  to  Breakfast  and 
One  Hour  to  Dinner. 
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1st.  Rates  to  he  paid  for  Ordinary  tVori  to  he  performed  hj  Lum- 
pers previous  to,  and  during  the  Discharge. 

To  unbend  the  Sails,  get  down  the  Topgallant  Masts  and 
Y*rds,  strike  Yards  and  Topmasts,  unreevc  running  Rigging, 
put  out  Boats  and  Sails,  build  up  a Stage  for  Cables  if  required, 
gtt  up  the  Cables  from  below,  and  coil  them  thereon,  clear 
the  decks  of  all  lumber,  get  up  and  rig  a Derick  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  discharging  the  Cargo,  and  to  pump  the  Ship  and  waih 
the  l^ckswhen  required  } and,  afier  the  Discharge  is  finished, 
the  Ship  to  be  completely  washed,  the  hire-wood  piled  if  re- 
quired, and  the  Ship  left  in  every  respect  in  good  condition. 
Where  Rum  makes  a part  of  the  Cargo,  the  same  shall  be 
struck  down  and  placed  in  a proper  situation  for  Sampling,  or 
hoisted  upon  Deck  to  clear  the  Ship  for  the  Discharge  of  Sugars 
or  other  Goods. 

Nota.  For  these  speeijk  Sendees  Two  Guineas  shall  he  paid 
the  undertaking  Lumper,  in  all  cans  where  the  burthen  of  the  Ship 
shall  he  registered  under  250  Tons  ; and  where  the  said  hurtken 
shall  he  250  Tons  and  upwards,  then  the  allowance  shall  he  Three 
Guineas,  and  no  more. 

2d.  Specif e Rates  to  he  paid  for  discharging  Cargees. 

s.  d. 

For  every  Hogshead  of  Sngarfrom  the  British 


Islands on 

For  every  Tierce  of  Sugar  from  ditto  . . o 7 

hor  every  Puncheon  of  Rum  ftom  ditto  . o 9 

For  every  Hogshead  of  Rum  from  ditto  . o 6 

For  every  Tierce  of  CoSee  from  ditto  . , o 7 

For  ^cry  Barrel  of  Coffe  from  ditto  ..04 


For  every  Bag  of  Coffte,  Ginger,  Rmenfo, 

Cocoa,  and  Turmeric 2 

l\>r  every  Dag  of  CoUon o 6 

For 
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s»  d. 

For  every  Pockec  of  Cotton  . > • . • o 3 

For  every  Hundred  Hides 4 6 > 

For  every  Ton  of  Logwood*  Mahogany* 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods  . .36 

For  every  Elephant’s  Tooth a 

For  every  Cark  of  Ginger,  from  a to  3 cwt.  o 4 ‘ 

For  every  Cask  of  Castor-Oil  ....  o 10 

For  every  Lancewood-Spar o a 

And  for  every  Hogshead  of  Sugar  from  Mar- 
tinique, and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where  the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  it  cwt.  or 
V thereabouts o 8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  on  board  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table. 

3d.  Rates  to  be  paid  for  extraordinary  fFork  out  of  the  Commen 

Course. 

I.  In  all  cases  where  Rum  Cades  are  struck  into  the  hold  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel*  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck*  an  allow- 
ance of  4d.  per  Puncheon,  and  id.  per  Hogsitead*  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work  ; to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a Certi- 
ficate from  the  Commanding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  charge  to  be  incurred  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a specific  agreement  is  made  on  lower 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  amount  by  the  said  Command- 
ing Officer. 

II.  In  cases  where  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perform  aify  labour*  not  already  specified  under  the  head  of 
Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  IVork,  a specific  agreement  shall 

s s 2 be 
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be  nude  for  the  same,  and  the  Master  Lumper  shall  receive 
from  the  Commanding  Officer  a Certificate,  specifying  tlic  cxira 
labour  thus  performed,  and  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the 
same,  unless  such  Officer  shall  choose  to  settle  for  such  Work 
himself. 

III.  In  all  instances  It  Is  understood,  that  where  such  extra 
Work  is  paid  for  on  the  Certificates  of  the  Commanding 
Officers,  who  have  agreed  for  the  same,  the  sum  paid  shall  make 
a part  of  the  general  Disbursements  to  be  settled  and  paid  by  the 
Ship’s  Husband  on  a final  adjustment  of  the  account. 

/,  Master  Lumper,  having 

perused  the  Ruies  laid  dnvn  hy  the  Marine  Police  Establishment, 
and  tl>e  different  Alhviances  and  Rates,  for  ordinary  and  extraor- 
dinary Labour,  do  declare  myself  satisfied  with  the  same.  JLit- 
ness  my  Hand,  this  day  of 


A Protision  for  Cases,  where,  from  the  particular  Slate  and 
Condition  of  the  Cargo  of  any  Ship  or  I’essel,  it  may  be  imprac- 
tienble  to  find  Lumpers,  who  will  undertake  the  Discharge  at 
any  specific  Rates,  which  may  not  be  considered  as  very  ex- 
orbitant ; or  where,  from  the  had  Condition  of  the  Casks  and 
Packages,  it  may  not  be  the  Interest  of  the  Ship-Owners  and 
Consignees  to  resort  to  the  usual  Mode  of  fl'orking. 

WHien  a Ship  is  so  peculiarly  circumstanced  as  to  require 
much  care  and  circumspection  in  the  Discharge  of  the  Cargo, 
from  danugc,  or  the  bad  condition  of  the  Casks  and  Packages, 
in  that  case  the  Unlading  of  the  Ship  shall  be  carried  cn  by 
Day-labour,  at  a'  cheap  a rate  as  it  can  be  procured,  and  a true 
and  faithful  account  rendered  of  the  same. 

Conditions  to  be  complied  with  by  Ship-Oumers. 

* When  a Ship  is  placed  under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Marine 
Police  In-titHtion  lor  the  purpose  ul  being  discharged,  two  Con- 
6 stables 
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stables  shall  be  applied  for,  to  protect  the  Cargo,  and  the 
Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores,  of  the  Ship ; and  two  Shilliilgs 
per  Ton  ^hall  be  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  tlie 
weekly  Wages  of  the  Lumpers,  until  the  amount  can  be  finally 
adjusted.  Each  Constable  to  receive  2s.  6d.  per  day,  and  2s.  bd. 
per  night ; to  be  reduced  to  Half-pay  after  the  first  week,  dur- 
ing the  period  the  Ship  is  not  working.  The  full  amount  of 
the  actual  Disbursements,  arid  no  more,  shall  be  ultimately  paid 
by  the  Ship  Owners,  with  5 per  cent,  on  the  same,  to  defray 
the  extra  Expenccs  incurred  by  the  Lumping  System. 

Conditiotis  to  be  complied  with  by  the  Marine  Police  Institution. 

I,  A faithful  account  shall  be  kept  of  the  Disbursement  of 

the  Money  deposited,  and  an  exact  statement  of  the  same  fur- 
nished to  the  Ship’s  Husband,  and  the  Balance  of  the  Amount 
either  paid  or  received  when  the  Discharge  is  finished  ; placing 
against  such  deposit  the  actual  advances  made  to  the  Lumpers 
and  Constables,  with  5 per  cent,  on  the  Amount  of  the  Dis- 
bursements, to  defray  the  expence  of  the  Officers  and  Clerks, 
who  must  necessarily  be  employed  to  conduct  the  Lumping 
Department;  every  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  Institution  being 
disclaimed.  . 

II.  In  all  cases  where  Ships  are  placed  under  the  Cogniz- 
ance of  the  Institution  by  means  of  Constables  and  Lumpers, 
such  Ships,  with  their  Cargoes,  Tacile,  /Ipparel,zi\A  .V/sm,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  daily  and  nightly  inspection  of  the  Boat  Sur- 
veyors and  River  Guards,  gratis  ; and  also  to  the  assistance  of 
such  Boat  Surveyors  (being  old  Ship  Masters)  in  occasionally 
overlooking  the  progress  of  the  Discharge,  and  promoting  what- 
ever may  contribute  to  Security  and  Dispatch.  Whcie  Ships 
are  not  placed  in  this  manner  under  the  In  aitutlon,  no  assist- 
ance or  protection  whatsoever  can  be  afforded. 

I approve  of  the  Rates  and  Conditions  hcrein-befori  mentioned 
in  Behalf  of  the  Owners  of  the  Ship  ' ' ’ 

Il'itnns  my  Hand,  this  ' • Day  of 
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General  Instructions  to  Marine  Police  Surveyors,  hcving 
Dfpulalitns  urMkr  tbt  Authority  of  the  Act  of  iht  ind  Gn. 
HI.  caf.  a8. 

You  arc  constantly  to  keep  in  mind,  that  on  your  tppoim- 
tnent  to  the  Office  of  a Surveyor,  you  took  a Solemn  Oath 
on  tht  Holy  EvangiUJh  of  Almighty  God:  That  you  shall  well 
and  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  in  the 
Office  of  a Constable  for  one  year,  or  until  you  shall  be  dis- 
charged, or  shall  cease  to  be  in  the  employment  of  the  Marine 
Police  Institution,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  detecting 
Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  in  Ships,  Vessels, 

and  Lighters,  in  and  upon  the  River  Thames That  you  art 

not  directly  or  indirectly  to  connive  at  any  of  the  said  Offences, 
but  to  seize  and  dcuin  the  Offenders  when  detected  by  your- 
self or  others  in  any  act  of  Criminality That  you  are  to  be 

regular  and  putKtual  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  in  con- 
formity to  the  Instructions  which  you  receive  from  the  Magis. 
b^tes.  -That  you  will  riot  receive  directly  or  indirectly  any 
Money,  Goods,  or  Property  of  any  kind,  for,  or  in  considera- 
tion of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  or  improper  design,  or 
of  concealing  any  evil  practice  which  may  come  within  your 
knowledge  ; but  shall  conduct  yourself  with  the  strictest  fidelity 
in  the  execution  of  the  duty  assigned  you. 

And  you  further  swear,  that  you  will  bear  true  allegiance  to 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person, 
Crown  and  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what- 
soever, and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Magistrates  presiding  at  the 
Marine  Police  Office,  and  all  others  whom  they  may  set  over 
you — so  help  you  God. 

1 ^rticU  lit — You  are  appointed  Sitter  in  one  of  the  Boats 

Ixlonging  to  this  Institution  ; in  which,  assisted  by  two  Water- 
or  Rowers  under  your  direction  and  coatroul,  you  are  ro 
-«U;  take 
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take  your  regular  turn  of  duty  in  perambulating  the  River 
Thames  from  London  Bndge  to  Blackwalli  agreeably  to  a rota 
which  is  laid  down. — In  executing  this  duty,  it  is  expected  and 
required  that  you  should  be  regular  and  punctual,  departing 
from  the  Station  at  the  back-stairs  of  the  OfHce  at  the  precisfe 
hour  that  is  fixed  ; and  after  visiting  every  part  of  the  Pool  and 
the  different  tiers  of  Shipping  and  Craft  in  that  part  of  thfe 
River  which  is  within  the  limits  assigned  you,  for  the  number 
of  hours  specified  in  the  rota  of  duty,  then  you  are  to  rWurli 
again  to  your  Station  at  the  Office,  to  be  succeeded  by  the  other 
Surveyors,  whose  duty  commences  at  the  period  that  yours  is 
completed : so  that  at  all  times,  both  by  day  and  night,  thert 
shall  be  consuntly  two  Boats  upon  the  River. 

Article  executing  this  important  trust,  it  is  required 

of  you  to  be  watchful  and  vigilant  in  detecting  and  apprehending 
all  persons  offending  against  the  Laws  now  in  being,  respecting 
Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  committed  on  the 
River  Thames  within  the  limits  prescribed. 

By  the  Act  of  the  and  George  III.  cap.  28,  You  are  autho- 
rised “ to  apprehend  and  to  detain  all  persons  on  board  of  any 
Bumhout,  and  also  to  seize,  search,  and  detain  in  some  place  of 
safety  such  Boat,  and  the  Tackle, ' Apparel,  Furniture,  and 
Lading  thereof ; and  the  person  or  persons  so  apprelicnded, 
shall,  (as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,)  be  conveyed  before  the 
Justice  or  Justices  having  Jurisdiction.  In  all  cases  where 
such  Bumboats  shall  Navigate  on  the  said  River  Thames,  for 
the  purpose  of  Selling,  Bartering,  Exchanging,  or  exposing 
to  Sale,  to  and  among  the  Seamen  and  Labourers  employed  in 
and  about  Ships,  Vessels,  and  other  Craft  in  the  said  River 
Thames,  any  Liquors,  Slops,  Tobacco,  Brooms,  or  any  Fruit, 
Greens,  Gingerbread,  or  other  such  like  Ware:  or  who  shall 
Sell , Barter,  or  expose  to  Sale  as  Aforesaid,  such  Articles,  in 
or  from,  or  out  of  any  Bumboat  or  other  Bdat,  other  than  and 
except  such  Boats  as  shall  be  entered  in  the  Office  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  and  shall  be  used  and  navi^ted  for  the  purpe^ 

aforesaid 
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afi>resald  in  the  day  time  between  Sun-mm^  tmd  Sun-seJting 
orjf.  Or  whac  persons  navigating  such  Boats  as  aioresaid, 
shall  take  in  Exchange,  or  by  way  of  Barter,  or  sliall  unlaw, 
fully  receive  or  procure  to  be  delivered  to  them,  any  Ropei, 
CtiiLgt,  Toikle,  Apparel,  Furniture,  Stares,  or  Materials,  or 
any  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ships  or  Vessels  in 
the  said  River  Thames : Or  in  eases  where  any  Biimboat  or 
other  Boat  shall  be  found  Navigating  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower  Hope  Point,  and  shall  not 
be  entered  by  the  Owner,  or  Owners  thereof,  with  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Trinity-house,  and  who  shall  not  have  marked  his 
or  their  Christian  and  Surnames,  and  place  or  places  of  Abode, 
on  the  said  Boat.” 

1 hat  all  such  Offenders  on  being  brought  before  the  Justice 
or  Justices,  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  Law  directs. 

The  said  Act  also  authorises  you,  " to  stop,  search,  and 
detain  in  some  place  of  safety,  any  Boat  which  there  shall  be 
reason  to  suspect,  has  any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  Apparel, 
Furniture,  Stores,  Materials,  or  any  part  of  any  Cargo,  or 
Lading,  stolen  or  unlawfully  procured  from  or  out  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  in  the  said  River  Thames;  and  also,  to  apprehend  and 
detain  any  person  who  may  be  reasonably  suspected  of  having 
or  conveying  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  things  in  such  Boats, 
and  such  person  or  picrsons  so  apprehended,  shall  be  as  soon  as 
teiivtnienily  may  be,  conveyed  before  any  one  or  more  Justice 
or  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  County,  City,  Division,  or 
Liberty,  or  place  adjoining  the  said  River.”— be  dealt  with 
as  the  Law  directs. 

T he  .same  Act  further  authorises  you,  “ to  apprehend  all  per- 
sons who  shall  be  discovered  Cutting,  Damaging,  or  Spoiling  any 
Cordage,  Cables,  Buoy- Ropes,  Headfasts,  or  other  Fasts,  fixed 
to  any  Anchot,  or  Moorings,  belonging  to  any  Ship  or  \’esscl 
at  Anclior  or  Moorings  in  the  said  River  Thames,  or  any 
Ropes  used  for  the  purpose  of  Mooring  or  Rafting  Masts  or 
Timber,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  therein  with  an  intent 
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to  steal  the  same ; ami  to  co:ivey  siicli  OiTcndcrs  before  tlic 
Justice  or  Justices  as  aloresaiti,”  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

tiy  the  Actot  the  32nd  Geo.  II.  cap.  16,  You  are  autho- 
rised to  give  information  to  a Justice  of  the  Peace  in  all  in- 
stances where  you  discover  any  Ship-Master,  or  other  person, 
receiving  or  putting  on  hoard  any  Ballast,  without  having  pre- 
viously made  a due  entry  of  the  same  at  the  Ballast-Olhce  of 
the  Trinity  Corp<;ration  ; and  who  have  not  paid  to  the  said 
Corporation  one  penny  per  Ton  for  the  same,  or  who  shall 
receive  or  put  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  any  greater  quantity 
of  such  Ballast  than  shall  be  so  entered  and  paid  for. 

By  the  same  Act,  you  are  authorised  to  give  Information  in 
all  cases  where  Vessels  inward  bound  shall  unlade  or  throw  out 
Ballast  in  the  River,  and  shall  not  land  the  same  on  some  com- 
mon Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  same,  at  the  expcnce  of  the 
Owner  or  Master,  or  into  Lighters  belonging  to  the  said  Cor- 
poration. 

In  the  execution  of  these  duties,  you  arc  protectetl  by  the  said 
Act  of  1 Geo.  III.  against  all  persons  attempting  to  obstruct 
you: — It  being  enacted,  “ that  all  persons  so  obstructing,  and 
all  such  as  shall  act  in  their  assistance,  shall,  on  conviction  on 
the  oath  of  two  credible  witnesses,  be  transported  for  fevers 
years." — It  becomes  therefore  your  duty,  when  such  Otlenccs 
arc  attempted,  first  to  warn  the  parties  oi  their  danger,  and  if  an 
actual  obstruction  takes  pl.icc,  to  bring  the  Oft'endcr  to  Justice. 

Article  ^d. — In  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  River,  if 
you  should  discover  that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  (contrary  to  the  Act  of  5 Geo.  II.)  outward-bound, 
shall  receive  on  board  any  Gunpowder,  (not  l>cing  a Ship  in  Ilis 
Majesty’s  Service,)  in, any  part  of  the  said  River  above,  and 
not  against  or  below  Blackwall,  you  are  authorised  to  lodge 
an  Information  against  the  Offender  or  Offenders,  that  they 
may  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

And  in  like  manner,  if  (contrary  to  the  said  Act,)  you  dis- 
cover that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
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iIK^'att^-bollnd,  (not  being  in  the  King’s  Service,)  shall  not 
have  landed  his  Gunpowder  cither  before  his  arrival  at  Black- 
wall,  or  within  twenty-four  hours  after  he  shall  have  come  to 
an  Anchor  there,  or  at  the  place  of  her  Unlading,  you  are 
also  to  lodge  an  information  against  the  Offender  or  Offenders, 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law.  And  funher, 
if  yoti  discover  any  Gun  powder  conveying  upon  the  River 
Thames,  (exceeding  too  pounds,)  in  any  Barge,  Boat,  or 
other  Vessel,  (except  in  Vessels  with  Gun-powder  imported 
frotn,  o:  to  be  cx|>ortcd  to  any  place  beyond  Sea  or  Coastwise,) 
the  same  may  be  scired,  unless  in  Barrels  of  not  more  than  too 
pounds  in  each,  and  hooped  without  any  Iron  about  them  ; and 
also,  unicsa  such  Powder  is  in  close  decked  Barges,  Boats,  or 
Vessels,  and  covered  bcMrlcs  with  Raw  Hides  or  Tarpaulins, 
the  Powder  so  seized  in  such  cases,  becomes  on  conviction, 
forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 

And  further,  (if  contrary  to  the  said  Act,)  ytxi  shall  discover 
that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship,  (not  being  in  the 
King's  Senicc,)  lying  between  London  Bridge  and  Blackwall, 
shall  permit  any  Gun  to  be  fiird  before  Sun  rising,  or  after 
Sun-setting,  or  where  Guns  arc  found  to  be  Shotted  on  board 
of  stich  Vessels  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames,  you  are  in 
like  manner  to  lodge  an  Information,  that  the  Offenders  may 
be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

And  if  yoB  shall  in  like  manner,  discm’cr  (confrary  to  the 
said  Act,)  that  any  person  or  persons  on  board  of  ary  Ship  or 
Vessel  in  the  said  River,  between  London  Bridge  and  Black- 
wall,  shall  heat  or  melt,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  heated 
or  mclitd  by  fire,  Loggerheat,  Shot,  or  any  other  thing  on 
boaui  of  such  Siiip  or  V’esscI,  any  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease, 
Tallow,  Oil,  or  other  such  Combustible  Matter  or  thing, 
yoti  are  also  to  lodge  an  Infbnaation,  that  the  Ofienders  ntay 
be  dealt  with  according  to  I.aw. 

ArticU  — In  your  PcramNilitions  within  the  limits 
assigned  you,  and  particularly  in  the  night  time,  ymr  wilf  be' 
^ exceedingly 
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exceedingly  watchful  respecting  Fires,  both  on  board  of  Ship* 
and  on  the  Wharfs ; and  for  this  purpose,  if  your  suspicion 
should  be  excited  by  any  appearances  indicating  any  evil  designs 
upon  the  Shipping  or  Warehouses,  by  having  Combustibles  in 
their  possession,  or  by  any  other  act  that  may  denote  an  inten* 
tion  to  do  mischief,  you  will  carefully  watch  such  persons,  and 
when  such  intentions  ate  clearly  ascertained,  you  will  prevent 
the  evil  by  apprehending  the  Culprits  before  they  have  been 
able  to  carry  their  diabolical  designs  fully  into  execution,  and 
convey  them  before  the  Magistrates. 

ArtkU  ^th. — In  case  of  Fire  or  any  appearance  thereof  in 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  on  the  River,  you  will  instantly  adopt  the 
most  effectual  measures  forextingnilhing  it,  by  giving  notice  to 
those  who  have  the  charge  of  the  Engines  upon  the  River, 
and  by  calling  to  your  aid  as  many  Officers  as  cati  be  found  in 
the  Service  of  this  Institution,  and  employing  the  whole  of 
the  Boats  in  whatever  service  may  be  necessary  to  remove 
Shipping  a!id  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  danger. 

Ar licit  bth. — In  your  daily  aird  nightly  Perambulations  oq 
the  River,  and  particularly  in  gales  of  Wind  or  Snow-storms, 
if  you  at  any  time  discover  Ships,  Vessels,  or  Craft,  driding, 
or  in  danger,  you  will  consider  it  to  be  your  indispensable  duty 
to  give  your  utmost  assistance  in  securing  them,  by  warning 
the  persons  on  board  of  their  danger,  and  aiding  in  securing 
their  Vessels : and  in  all  cases  where  Vessels  or  Craft,  are 
drifting  without  any  person  on  board,  and  pattlculaily  such 
Vessels  as  are  laden,  it  is  expected  and  required  of  you,  that 
you  will  take  charge  of  them  and  remove  such  V^csscls  or  Craft 
to  some  place  of  safety,  leaving  a Guard  upon  the  Property, 
until  proper  notice  can  be  given  to  the  Oxvncrs. 


Article  jih. — In  your  general  Surveys  on  the  River,  yon  will 
keep  a watchful  eye  upon  Ships  under  discharge,  particularly 
Vessels  from  the  Wesi-Indics,  not  placed  by  their  Owners 
under  the  charge  of  the  Institution,  and  nut  benefiting  on  this 
account  by  the  Preventive  System,  which  attaches  to  Ships 
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g'uHidby  PoVtcc  Ofl'.ccrs  midcr  yixjr  controul. — Be  particulariy 
\igilaui  when  the  Lumpers  ami  otlicr  Labourers  leave  these 
unprotcctid  Ships,  and  where  Sugars,  or  any  other  Article 
suspected  to  have  been  stolen  from  the  Cargo,  is  found  in  their 
possession,  or  in  the  possession  of  Lumpers  or  others  coming 
from  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  River,  you  are  to  do  your  duty 
as  detailed  from  the  words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  the 
Second  Ariiclc  of  these  I nstntctions. 

I'lie  sanre  authority  enables  you  to  detect  all  classes  of  Lum- 
pers or  others  from  Ships  in  general  ; also  Rkitr  Pirates. — 
Kight  Plunderers, — Rii,er  Thieves,  who  art  in  the  practice  of 
stealing  Goods  from  oiitvciird-hsund  Ships. — Stealers  cf  Goods  from 
Craft. — Thieves  in  the  practice  ef  stealing  Coals  and  Timber. — 
Aitd  other  Acts  authorise  you  to  detect  Delinquents  damaging 
Cordage,  Cables,  Buoy-Rojrcs,  &c. — Receivers,  and  ethers 
landing  Go  ds  from  his  Majesty’s  Ships,  and  Ships  and  Vessels 
rot  in  the  King’s  Service,  having  on  board  any  Cordage, 
Blocks,  Metals,  Stores,  or  Materials  with  the  King’s  mark 
ther«»n. — Or  persons  committing  Misdemeanors  with  respect 
to  Gunpowder,  Guns  shotted,  heating  Pitch,  Tar,  and  other 
Combustible  Matter,  or  lading  or  discharging  Ballast  contrary 
to  the  Laws  herein  before  mentioned.* 

Aiilcle  Hth. — Wherever  information  is  received,  or  suspicion 
is  excited  of  any  evil  practice  being  in  contemplation  in  any 
Ship,  V’essel,  or  Craft,  or  in  or  about  any  Wharf,  Landing 
Piece,  or  Slip,  on  the  banks  of  the  River,  the  utmost  exertions 
arc  to  be  used  in  watching  those  points  of  danger,  for  the  pur- 
pwe  of  either  preventing  the  mischief,  or  of  detecting  and 
bringing  the  Offenders  to  Justice. 

Article  ijth. — In  the  execution  of  these  important  Trusts, 
which  arc  thus  assigned  you,  it  is  cxpcctcHl  and  required  that 
' you  shall  condtu  t yourselves  with  the  utmost  attention  to  pro- 
priety.— That  you  will  spurn  with  indignation  every  attempt 

• For  further  information  on  this  subject,  you  are  referred  to  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  ef  London.  . 
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to  corrupt  your  integrity  or  to  withdraw  you  from  the  strict  line 
of  your  duty,  in  the  execution  of  which,  the  utmost  zeal, 
vigilance,  prudence,  discretion  and  sobiiety,  must  on  every 
occasion  be  manifested,  never  resorting  to  acts  of  severity  or 
harshness  when  it  can  be  avoided,  and  on  no  account  using 
Arms  but  in  your  defence. — In  your  intercourse  with  the 
Revenue  Officers,  you  will  conduct  yourself  with  the  utmost 
civility  and  propriety,  and  render  them  every  assistance  in  your 
power. 

Article  loth. — You  are  to  insert  in  your  Diary  all  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day  and  night  while  you  have  been  on  duty,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Magistrates  every  morning:  and  you  arc 
also  to  collect  iii  a General  Report,  to  be  delivered  once  every 
Qi^iartcr  on  the  day  your  Salaries  are  paid,  a detailed  account  of 
the  Specific  Services  you  have  performed  during  the  preceding 
threci  months,  under  the  following  heads,  viz. — ist.  Theeviis 
you  have  pre^vented. — 2nd.  The  number  of  Offenders  yiu  have 
ektecled,  and  of  these  the  number  convicted. — 3d.  7 he  Ships,  Ves- 
sels, and  Craft,  which  by  your  vigilance,  have  been  preserved 
when  drifting  in  the  River. — 4th.  1 he  general  state  of  tlie  River 
with  respect  to  security,  and  every  other  information  which 
may  be  connected  with  your  Official  Duties,  that  notliing 
may  be  withheld  from  the  Magistrates,  leaving  tliein  to  act 
upon  such  infc'rmation  as  they  shail  judge  proper. 

Particuiar  Is-structioxs  to  Marine  Police  Surveyors,  to 
whim  is  assigned  the  duty  cf  visiting  Ships  xvhere  the  Chvners 
or  Consignees  thererf  have  requested  Ship-Constables  to  be  sta- 
tioned, or  who  have  applied  for  Lumpers  to  discharge  the  Cat  go. 

Article  1st. — In  all  instances  where  Ships  discharging  Car- 
goes under  the  cognizance  of  this  Institution,  are  placed  under 
your  particular  charge,  with  Marine  Police  Officers  on  board 
for  the  protection  of  the  Cargo,  you  are  required  to  visit  such- 
Ships  at  least  once  every  Jay,  and  also  once  during  the  night, 
noting  down  in  the  Officers’  Book,  the  hour  you  visited  the  Ship, 
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and  ukJng  down  tn  vour  <nro  Book  such  oroamnces  is  may  be 
puper  to  com  rr  to  the  M-igi:3ntes.  whether  ihcr  relate  lo  anjr 
uiancr  appbablc  to  the  conduct  of  the  O&en  under  jronr 
cocinmi,  or  the  Lumpers  exnplojrad  in  the  discharge  of  the 
Car^o. — Ahhuugh  d>B  Insmuoan  can  take  no  icspoaifaiiity 
upoc.  Itself  reiatitc  to  such  Cargo,  yet  it  is  your  duty  id  xe  that 
the  diiocnonstif  the  Mag-'srzaics  for  the  purpose  of  preventiag 
Plunder,  arc  strictly  carried  into  cfect.  la  partkalar,  yon  wi4 
enforce  the  followii^  Regulations: — 

ISC — That  the  Pnntcd  Caoiion  agastut  Pillage  and  Pfun- 
der,  n 6xcd  oo  the  Mast  of  each  Ship  placed  nndcr 
your  charge. 

2nd. — That  the  Caution  against  insulting  Foli.'e  OSicers,  is 
filed  up  in  a canspicuous  pan  of  the  Ship. 

3d. — 'l  ltat  the  .Adteniaemersi  forbidding  the  appropriation  of 
logs  and  Scrapings,  is  also  gcncnllr  made 
known. 

4th. — That  the  Constables  in  each  Ship  bdenging  to  your 
division,  are  funtisbed  with  Printed  litstiuctions,  and 
a su&cicnt  number  of  the  Weekly  Bills  of  Discharge, 
and  also  the  Lighter  Pass>Bills. 

1 1 will  be  your  particular  duty  to  furnish  yourtelf  with  a 
Copy  cf  the  Book  of  Instructions  for  Regulating  the  Conduct 
of  hhip  Constables,  and  to  sec  that  the  t-arious  dudes  assigned 
ihcra  arc  punctually  pc:  formed,  and  r^yilarly  to  report  to  the 
Magistrates  c\ery  instance  where  they  appear  remiss,  careless 
or  incapable ; at  the  same  time  bringing  under  their  review, 
the  cor.rfoct  of  such  Officers  as  arc  vigilant,  active,  prudent, 
and  discreet,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. — You  will  regu- 
larly examine  the  Books  kept  by  these  Otioers;  and  where 
they  arc  new  in  OfBcc  and  ignorant  of  the  importance  ofl 
the  duties  assigned  them,  you  will  in  such  cases  admonish  asdi 
instruct  tlkcm. 

Artkk  Ini. — As  often  as  you  visit  Slips  In  the  day  thne  * 
during  their  Discharge,  you  will  afford  every  aisistance  in  point 
• of 
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of  advice  and  information,  which  may  arise  from  your  local 
and  nautical  knowledge  in  facilitating  the  discharge,  in  pre- 
venting unnecessary  expenccs,  )n  controlling  every  disposition 
manifested  on  the  part  of  the  Lumpers,  to  injure  the  Casks 
and  Packages,  or  to  lay  or  execute  plans  for  obtaining  Plunder. 

Wliere  disputes  arise  between  the  Commanding  Ofliccr  on 
board,  or  others,  and  the  Lumpers,  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  compose  and  reconcile  all  these  differences,  that 
the  Work  may  go  on  with  expedition  and  harmony. 

You  will  at  no  time  remain  longer  on  board  of  any  one 
Ship  than  the  nature  of  your  duty  requires,  and  on  lyj  account 
lunger  than  you  can  be  employed  usefully  to  the  Institution. 

Article  3</. — It  will  be  your  duty  to  keep  an  attentive  etc 
on  all  Lighters  receiving  Sugars  and  other  Goods  from  Ships 
under  your  charge,  that  no  evil  practice  may  be  permitted  to  go 
on  while  lading;  and  afterwards  to  sec  that  each  Lighter  is 
furnished  with  a Tarpaulin  to  protect  the  Cai^o  from  damage ; 
jmd  also,  that  no  LighternUn  Is  suffered  to  loiter  and  wilfully 
to  lose  the  Tide. — And  further,  that  a Marine  Police  Constable 
with  a Printed  Bill  properly  filled  up,  shall  always  accompany 
each  Lighter. — .And  if  Tarpaulins  are  wanting,  or  any  thing 
amiss  respecting  the  arrangements  established  with  respect  to 
Lighters,  shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  you  will  report  the 
same  immediately  to  the  Magistrates. 

Article  In  your  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Ships  of  your  division,  you  will  also 
visit  the  Wharfs  where  the  Lighters  with  Sugars,  and  other 
Commercial  Property  are  lying,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  that  every  thing  is  safe,  but  also  as  a check  upon  t]ie 
Police  Guards  stationed  upon  the  Qiiays  aud  00  the  said 
Lighters,  who  are  to  be  hailed,  and  if  not  fouiid  upon  duty, 
ttieir  want  of  vigilance  to  be  reported  next  morning. — And  on 
hoarding  the  different  Ships  in  your  division,  duriDg*  which,  if 
1 any 
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any  Ship  Constable,  shall  not  answer  at  your  call,  and  shall  be 
fotind  in  bed  or  asleep,  and  not  walking  the  Deck,  you  will 
report  the  ‘ame  to  the  Magistrates  in  the  morning. 

Article  ^th. — In  the  general  0x00111100  of  your  duty,  yw 
will  conduct  yourself  in  such  a manner  as  not  only  to  deserte 
the  confidence  of  the  Jiloglslratcs  as  a vigilant  and  attentive 
Ofiiccr,  blit  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  C-rnsIgnccs,  Ship- 
Owners,  and  Ship-Masters,  a due  sense  of  the  advantages 
deiivcd  to  the  Port  of  London  in  genera!,  and  to  the  protection 
of  Commercial  Property  in  particular,  from  your  zeal  and  vigi- 
lance in  the  execution  of  these  and  all  other  Instructions  you 
may  rccci\c  from  the  Magistrates.  For  this  purpose,  you  will 
eserkeep  in  view  that  you  arc  Superior  Officers,  and  that  as  a 
greater  mist  is  reposed  in  you,  more  extraordinary  exertions 
will  be  expected.  And  that  while  Depredations  exist  upon  the 
Riser,  these  exertions  can  only  be  manifested  and  proved  byyour 
success  in  detecting  Offenders,  and  in  bringing  them  to  Justice. 


Instructions  t»  Land-Officers  in  th*  Service  of  the  Marine 
Pdlice  Institution,  being  sworn  and  admitted  as  Constables, 
c".d  having  Dcpulaticns  under  the  Authority  of  the  Act  ef 
the  Ind  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. 

You  are  constant! v to  keep  in  your  recollection,  that  you 
have  taken  a Solemn  Oath  “ on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,”  That  you  shall  well  and  truly  serv’c  our 
Sovereign  Lord  King  George  in  the  Office  of  a Constable  for 
one  year,  or  until  you  shall  be  discharged  in  due  course  of 
Law,  (or  shall  cease,  in  consequence  of  Resignation  or  Dis- 
mission, to  be  in  the  Service  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Marine  * 
Police  Establishment,)  for  the  purpose  of  performing  these 
duties  belonging  to  the  Office  of  a Land  and  Rivcr-OHicer,  in 
detecting  Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  committed 
in  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  in  and  upon  the  River  Thames;  • 
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and  in  seizing  and  apprehending  persons  who  may  have  in  their 
possession  any  part  of  the  Stores,  f urniture,  or  Cargoes  of  the 
said  Vessels  or  Craft  which  may  reasonably  be  suspected  to  have 
been  stolen  : And  all  other  duties  connected  with  your  situation 
as  Thames  Police  Officers. 

In  the  execution  of  the  Office,  and  powers  with  which  you 
arc  thus  invested,  you  promise  and  swear  to  conduct  yourselves 
with  the  utmost  purity,  discretion,  and  vigilance. — That  you 
are  not  directly  or  indirectly  to  receive  any  Money,  Goods,  or 
Property  of  any  kind,  or  the  promise  of  any  reward  for,  and 
in  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  or  improper 
design,  or  concealing  from  the  Magistrates  any  thing  injurious 
to  the  ends  of  Publice  Justice,  or  the  prevention  of  Criminal 
Offences. — And  further,  that  you  shall  bear  true  allegiance  to 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person, 

Crown,  and  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what- 
soever; and  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructions  of  the  Magis- 
trates presiding  at  the  said  Maxine  Police  Office — so  help  you 
God. 

ist. — You  are  ever  to  keep  in  view,  that  in  executing  the 
duties  of  your  Office,  you  are  to  demean  yourself  with  the 
utmost  propriety  and  decorum,  and  with  the  greatest  attention 
to  accuracy,  prudence,  and  discretion. 

To  permit  no  temptation  to  seduce  you  into  a state  of  intox-  ' 

ication,  orl  pain  of  immediate  dismission  : you  are  never  to  be 
off  your  guard,  or  manifest  any  harshness  or  severity  in  the 
execution  of  your  duty,  while  at  the  same  time  you  conduct 
yourse-lf  with  zeal,  firmness,  and  camion,  in  all  matters  in- 
trusted to  your  care,  taking  the  Laws  of  the  Land  constantly 
for  your  guide. 

You  are  on  no  occasion  to  shew  your  Arms  with  a view  to. 
excite  tenor ; and  they  are  never  to  be  used  on  any  occasion  • 

.but  in  your  own  defence. 

T T ••  2nd. 
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2nd. — You  are  to  receive  no  fee  or  gratuity  from  any 
person  whatsoever,  for  any  duly  you  perform.  Neither  arc 
you  to  rcccitc  any  reward  for  Service*  however  meritorious, 
unless  with  the  prcviotis  consent  of  the  Magistrates. 

3d. — exteuling  your  dah  as  a Land-Offierr, 

You  arc  authorised  {being  a Constable  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,)  “ to  apprehend  and  detain,  or  cause  to  be  apprehended 
and  detained  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  may  reasonably 
be  suspected  of  having  or  carrying,  or  any  ways  conveying  any 
Ref.es,  Cerdage,  Tackle,  Jfftare!,  Furniture,  Stores,  Materials, 
or  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or  Lading  stolen  or  unlawfully  pro- 
cured from  or  otil  of  any  Ship  or  V'csscl  in  the  River  Thames ; 
and  also,  to  seize  and  detain  in  some  place  of  safety,  such 
Merchandise,  Gorxls,  Stores,  and  things  aforesaid  ; and  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  convey,  or  cause  the  persons  so  appre- 
hended, to  be  conveyed  before  any  one  or  more  Justice  or 
Justices  of  the  Pe.tcc  for  any  County,  City,  Division,  Liberty, 
or  place  adjoining  the  said  River." 

.ph — By  Viritic  of  a Search  Warrant,  under  the  Act  of 
the  2nd  Geo.  III.  cap.  2S,  granted  by  any  Magistrate  having 
legal  Jurisdiction,  you  arc  duly  authorised  in  the  day  time,  to 
search  any  Dwclling-hoiisf,  Warehouse,  Out  hotise.  Yard, 
(garden,  and  place ; and  if  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  Thing*, 
shall  be  found  therein,  suspectcilto  be  stolen  or  unlawfully  come 
l,v,  or  taken  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  said  River,  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  depo>-ited  or  kept  in  some  place  of  safety, 
and  aho,  to  cause  the  Person  or  Persons,  in  whose  House, 
W ’^anliDiisc,  CJut-housc,  Yard,  Garden,  or  other  Place,  the 
same  shall  be  found  to  be  brought  before  such  Magistrates,  or 
other  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  I. aw. 

In  executing  this  duty  (the  Warrant  being  directed  to  all 
, Olbccrs 
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Officers  in  genera!)  it  will  be  proper,  that  you  cal!  upon  some 
Officer  acting  for  the  time  being,  as  a Constable  or  Head- 
borough  in  the  Parish  or  Place  where  the  Warrant  directs  you 
to  search,  that  he  may  be  at  all  times  present,  aiding  and  assist- 
ing in  the  said  search. 

5th.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  in  patroling  the  Streets, 
Lanes,  Slips,  Passages  to  the  River,  and  otlier  Places  within 
your  Jurisdiction,  you  discover  or  receive  informations,  wl.ich 
may  enable  you  to  discover  and  ascertain,  that  any  Person  or 
Persons,  who  shall  have  purchased  or  received  any  part  of  the 
Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  or  any  Goods,  Stores, 
or  Things,  of  or  belonging  to  any  Ship  or  V^cssel  in  the  said 
River,  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen  or  unlawfully  come  by,  or 
shall  privately  buy  or  receive  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  Things, 
or  any  part  of  such  Cargo  or  Lading,  by  suffering  any  Door, 
Window,  or  Shutter,  to  be  left  open  or  unfastened,  between 
Sun-setting  and  Sun-rising,  for  that  purpose,  or  sliall  buy  or  re- 
ceive the  same  in  a clandestine  manner,  from  any  Person  or 
Persons  w liatsocver : You  shall  forthwith  lodge  an  Informa- 
tion before  the  Magistrates,  that  legal  steps  may  be  pursued 
to  bring  the  Offenders  to  Justice. 

6th.  In  executing  the  Laws  which  have  now  been  explained  to 
you,  the  utmost  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermenof  the  City  of  London.  If  an  Offence 
is  committed  in  your  view,  within  that  Jurisdiction,  the  Party 
offending  must  be  immediately  lianded  over  to  a City  t^rficcr, 
(unless  you  are  yourself  a Constable  within  this  Jurisdiction)  and 
by  him  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor  or  some  other  of  the 
Aldermen,  who  are  alone  authorised  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
Offence  : It  will,  however,  be  your  duty  on  such  occasions,  to 
attend  as  a Witness  to  maintain  your  charge,  and  to  give 
Evidence.  , * 

In  executing  cccasicnaUy  the  Duties  of  extra  River  Oncers. 

1st.  You  arc  authorised  by  virtue  of  your  Deputation,  under 
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ihc  Act  of  the  2d  of  George  III,  cap.  28,  “ to  stop,  tearefa, 
and  detain  in  some  place  of  Safety,  any  Boat  which  there  shall 
be  reason  to  suspect,  has  any  RjJm,  Cordage,  Tackle,  Af>[iartl, 
Furniture,  Stares,  Materials,  or  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or  Lading 
stolen,  or  unlawfully  pioturcd,  from  or  out  of  any  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel in  the  River  1 haincs,  and  also  to  apprehend  and  detain  any 
Person,  who  may  be  rcasoiubly  suspected  of  having  or  convey- 
ing any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  Things,  in  such  Boats  ^ and 
such  Person  or  Persorvs  so  apprehended  shall  be,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  conveyed  before  one  or  more  Justice  or  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  for  any  County,  City,  Division,  Liberty,  or 
Place  adjoining  the  said  River : To  be  dealt  with  according  to 
to  Law. 

2d,  You  are  authorised  to  apprehend  and  to  detain  all  Per- 
sons on  board  of  any  Biimboat,  and  also  to  seize,  search  and  de- 
tain, in  some  Place  of  Safety,  si.ch  Boat,  and  the  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, Furniture,  and  Lading  of  such  Boat,  and  the  Person  or 
Arsons  so  apprehended  shall,  as  sotm  as  conveniently  may  be, 
be  conveyed  before  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  as  afore- 
said. /«  all  Cases  wliere  such  Bumboats  shall  navigate  in  the 
said  River  Thames,  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  bartering,  ex- 
changing, or  exposing  to  Sale,  to  and  among  Seamen  and  La- 
bourers employed  in  and  about  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  other 
Craft  in  the  River  'Fhames,  any  Lijuirs,  Slops,  Tobacco,  Brooms, 
or  arty  Fruit,  Greens,  Gingerbread,  or  other  such  like  Ware, 
or  shall  Sell,  Barur,  or  expose  to  Sale  as  aforesaid,  any  sort  of 
Liquor,  or  any  Slips,  Tobacco,  Brooms,  or  any  Fruit,  Ginger- 
brcr.d,  or  other  such  like  Ware,  in  or  from,  or  out  of  any 
Bumboa*  or  other  Boat,  ether  than  and  except  suck  Bools  as 
skull  be  entered  in  the  (^lUee  ij  the  Tumty  Corporation,  and 
shall  be  used  and  navigated  for  tive  purposes  aforesaid,  in  the 
day  time  Ft-n  eni  Sun-rtsxne  and  %un~setting  only : or  where 
persons  Navigating  such  Boats  as  aforesaid,  shall  take  in 
Kxclungc,  or  by  way  of  Ba.^,cr,  or  ihall  unlawfully  receive, 

cr 
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or  procure  to  be  delivered  to  them,  any  Ropes,  Cordage, 
Tackle,  Apparel,  Furniture,  Stores,  or  Materials,  or  any  part 
of  the  Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ships  or  Vessels,  in  the  River 
Thames. — Or  in  cases  where  any  Bum  boat,  or  other  Boat 
whatsoevrr,  shall  be  found  Navigating  tor  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
in  the  River  Thames,  from  London  Bridge,  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point,  shall  not  be  entered  by  the  Owner  or  Owners 
thereof,  with  the  said  Trinity  Corporation,  and  who  shall  not 
have  marked  his  or  their  Christian  and  Surnames,  and  place  or 
places  of  abotle,  on  the  said  Boat,  as  the  Law  directs. 

3d.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  River,  you  shall 
detect  any  Person  or  Persons  in  the  act  of  Cutting,  Damaging,  or 
Spoiling  atiy  Cordage,  Cable,  Buoys,  Buoy-Ropcs,  Hcad-Fast, 
or  other  Fasts,  fixed  to  any  Anchor  or  Moorings  belonging  to 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  at  Anchor  or  Moorings,  in  the  River 
Thames,  or  any  Rope  used  for  the  purpose  of  Mooring  or 
Rafting  Masts  or  Timber,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting 
therein  with  an  intent  to  steal  the  same ; you  will  forthwith 
apprehend  all  such  Offenders,  and  convey  them  before  the 
Magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

Nota. — The  said  Act  of  28  GecT,  III.  cap.  28,  having  enacted 
that  in  case  any  Person  or  Persons  acting  in  the  c.xccu- 
tion  of  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  same,  shall  be 
obstmeted  therein,  every  Person  so  obstructing,  and  all  such 
as  shall  act  in  their  assistance,  shall  on  conviction,  upon  the 
oath  of  two  credible  Witnesses,  be  Transported  for  S.-ven 
Years.  It  becomes  your  duty  to  warn  Offenders  of  the 
nature  of  the  punishment,  and  in  all  cases  where  such  obstruc- 
tions are  afterwards  experienced,  to  bring  the  Offenders  to 
Justice  as  the  Law  directs. 

4th.  In  your  perambulations  on  the  River,  you  <^■ill  avail 
yourself  of  your  local  knowledge  in  carefully  watching  all 

points 
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points  of  dangrr,  especially  Slips  and  Back-douas  to  the  River 
a id  such  quarters  as  from  infonnatlon  acttially  received,  or  from 
other  circumstances,  you  have  reason  to  suspect  mischief  is 
intended. 

5th.  You  will  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  watching  the  Lumpers 
and  other  Labourers  coming  on  Shore  from  Ships,  where  they 
have  been  employed,  pariiailarly  those  Ships  not  placcil  by  the 
Owners  under  the  protection  of  this  Institution — That  you 
will  regularly  search  all  Lumpers,  and  Others  suspected  to  have 
in  their  possession  any  Stores  or  Materials  of  Ships,  or  any 
part  of  their  Cargoes. 

6th.  J n the  execution  »f  your  duty,  you  will  conduct  your- 
selves with  civility  to  all  Revenue  Officers,  and  where  your 
assistance  is  required,  you  will  give  every  aid  in  your  power,  in 
carrying  the  Revenue  Laws  into  effect. 

7th.  You  arc  requited  to  make  regular  reports  to  the 
.Magistrates  of  tlic  Marine  Police  Establishment  of  all  your 
proceedings  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  you  are  to  obey  all 
other  instructions  which  tlicy  may  see  proper  from  lime  to 
time  to  give  you. 


I.SST RUCTIONS  t7  River  Officers  havhg  Dtputathns  under  the 
Ad  if  2 Geo.  Ill . cap.  28,  and  cmpltyed  under  the 
jtlurine  Pilicc  Inslitut'r.n,  on  heard  cf  Ships  and  Lighters 
in  the  Khrr  Th:imes,/:r  the  protection  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty  against  Pillage  and  Depredation. 

ThtOnhof  IX  ihe  fust  place,  you  arc  to  keep  ever  in  your 
recollection  that  you  have  taken  a folcmn  oath,  on  the 
Ilily  Lvangeliits  of  Almighty  God,  “ 'I'hat  you  shall 
. *•  vs'cll  and  truly  serv'e  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 

“ George,  in  the  Office  of  a Constable,  for  one  year, 
“ or  until  you  fhall  be  discharged  or  shall  cease  to  be 
“ in  the  employmcm  of  the  Marine  Police  Establish- 
ment ; 
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<*  ment^  for  the  special  and  express  purpose,  and  no 
other,  of  detecting  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Mis- 
“ demeanors,  in  Ships,  Veflcls,  and  Lighters,  in  and 
“ upon  tlic  River  Thames.  That  you  are  not  directly 
“ or  indirectly  to  connive  at  any  of  the  said  offences ; 

“ but  to  seize  and  detain  the  offenders,  when  detedled 
“ by  yourself  or  others  in  any  act  of  criminality. 

“ That  you  are  to  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  watch-  Oaih  of  Vi- 
“ ing  the  conduct  of  all  Persons  who  may  be  sta-^‘*^‘“'‘’ 
lioned  on  board  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  or  in  any 
“ Lighter,  where  you  may  be  called  upon  to  execute 
“ the  duty  of  a Watchman,  whether  Lumpers  cm- 
“ ployed  in  discharging  the  Cargo  or  others,  that  no 
“ pillage  or  plunder  may  be  committed  without 
“ bringing  the  delinquents  to  Justice.  'I  hat  you 
“ will  not  directly  or  indirectly  receive  any  Money, 

“ Goods,  or  Property,  of  any  kind,  for  and  in  con- 
fidcraiion  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  and  im> 
proper  design,  or  suffer  the  same  to  take  place  ; that  O^ih  of  Fi. 
" you  shall  not  conceal  any  evil  practice  which  comes’*'*"^' 

“ within  your  knowledge,  but  shall  conduct  yourself 
“ with  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the  execu- 
“ tion  of  the  duty  assigned  you.  And  further,  that 
“ you  shall  bear  true  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  Oath  of  Ai- 
“ King  George,  and  defend  his  Person,  Crown,  andowiTn’ce^ 
“ Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what-**’**’'^’®'^' 
“ soever,  and  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
“ Magistrates  presiding  at  the  Marine  Police-Office, 

“ and  all  others  whom  they  may  set  over  you.” 


And  which  Orders  and  Directions,  in 
mean  Time,  arc  these  following : 


the 


I.  Y(^IJ  will  ever  keep  in  View,  that  in  con-Ruiei  for 
sequence  of  the  Authority  with  which  you  are  now 

invested. 
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inftited,  yoiir  coivlition  in  Society  is  advanced  ; tfid 
it  will,  thcrdorr,  become  you  to  demean  yoorself  ac- 
cordingly, as  a discreet  and  respectable  Man,  determin- 
ed to  do  your  Duty  with  Prudence,  Firmness  arxl  Integ- 
rity, and  to  avail  yourself  of  the  Power  with  which 
you  are  invested  in  preventing,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  all 
Depredations  upon  Property ; and,  when  such  are 
committed,  to  seize  and  detain  the  OflFbndcrs;  and 
that,  in  general,  your  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to 
command  the  respect  both  of  the  Captain  and  Mate 
of  the  Ship  where  you  are  stationed,  ro  as  to  ensure 
lo  you  at  least  an  equal  degree  of  Attention  and 
Regard  as  the  Kevenue- Officers ; since  your  Rank  as 
Officers,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  law,  is  at 
least  equal  to  them  ; and  you  must  prove  that  you 
deserve  such  rank,  and  also  the  confidence  that  is 
placed  in  you,  by  a prudent  and  discreet  coodttcr  on 
your  part  to  every-  person  on  board,  and  particularly  to 
the  Rcveiuic-Officcrs  ; (to  w horn  when  required,  you 
will  give  every  assistaned)  and  that  you  may  deserve  the 

you  pay  proper  rc- 

Datotf.  spect  to  yourself,  by  keeping  yourself  sober ; * by 
avoiding  disputes  and  quarrels;  and  by  appearing’ dean 
and  decent  m your  person  and  your  apparel ; sub- 
mitting. without  gnimbling.to  such  accommodatroiis, 
and  to  such  fare  as  ciictimstances  will  admit,  and  con- 
sidering your  duty  as  the  first  and  only  object  of  your 
attention. 

• In  all  cases  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  Visiting 
Surveyor,  or  where  notice  is  given  by  the  Captain  or 
Mate  that  any  Officer  is  in  liquor,  or  his  misconducted 
himself  in  any  respect,  such  Officer  shall  be  imnK-duiely 
brought  before  the  MagiHrates.  and  if  be  shaU  appear 
^be  in  liquor,  or  shall  be  proved  to  have  in  any  respect 

trayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  will  forfeit  his  waoes 
and  be  discharged.  ** 

II. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX,  XO.  Tt, 


II.  As  sootT  as  you  enter  the  Ship  wiiicli  is  as-ACjuUon 
^gficd  yoii,  it  must  be  your  first  duty  to  see  that 

printed  paper  now  delivered,  entitled  A CAUTIOt'J,^‘‘g‘*'y®^ 
be  nailed,  pasted,  or  fastened,  to  the  Main- Mast ; the  M^st. 
and  that  you  suffer  no  person  to  remote  or  fake  it 
down,  until  the  Ship  is  completely  unladen;  and  that 
you,  or  your  colleague,  read  it  aluud  every  morning, 
while  the  lumpers  are  at  breakfast,  or  when  they 
come  first  on  board,  that  those  who  cannot  read  it 
themselves  may  not  pretend  ignorance  ; and  that  you 
also  paste  up,  and  read  in  the  same  manner, 

Caution  against  Sweepings  and  Scrapings,  that  nos^'"’**"*** 
Person  may  be  allowed  to  appropriate,  to  their in5»jnd 
owii  use,  any  article  whatsoever,  whether  sugar, 
coffee,  or  any  thing  else,  which  may  drop  into  the 
hold  from  the  casks  and  packages. 

III.  Your  next  object  must  be  to  inspect  the  ship 

• j * , * Dtugerio 

mrrowly,  and  to  turn  your  attention  to  all  the  Points ihe  Ship, 

of  danger  whereby  plundered  articles  may  be  con- 
veyed  into  boats,  such  as  the  Quarter-Gallery, 

Stern  ot  Cabin- Windows,  the  Head-Rails  of  the  Ship, 
the  Cabin-Seuttle,  the  forecastle,  the  Fort-Holes,  the 
Fore-Scuttle,  ind.  every  open  Place;  and,  when  boats 
are  along-sidc,  an  additional  degree  of  vigilance  must 
be  exercised,  to  see  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  is  clan- 
destinely taken  .away.  Before  the  discharge  com- 
mences, the  hatches  ooght  to  remain  battened 
down,  as  well  as  every  other  place  leading  to  the 
hold,  or  between  decks,  where  the  Cargo  is  deposited. 

VI.  When  the  Lumpers  come  on  board  to  begin  Lumper*  t, 
to  discharge,  your  attention  must  be  particularly 
reeled  to  their  dress,  to  See  that  they  have  no  frocks 

when  they 

nor  wide  trowsers,  jamies,  or  under-waistcoats  with  come  on 
pouches;  and  that  no  bags  or  empty  stockings  are  go  ishore. 

brought 
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brought  on  buorJ  either  by  Lumpers,  Coopers,  or  any 
other  Persons,  as,  in  such  cases,  it  is  always  for  the 
express  purpose  of  thieving.  This  precaution  to  be 
. used  every  morning ; and  every  person  coming  on 

board  to  assist  in  the  delivery  of  the  Cargo,  (and  all 
other  persons  where  a suspicion  of  any  bad  intention  is 
c.xciicd,)  must  be  regularly  searched  as  often  as  they 
go  on  shore,  not  forgetting  to  examine  the  Crowns 
of  ilicir  Hats,  as  they  arc  often  used  for  the  Purpose 
of  concealing  Sugar,  Codix,  Ginger,  Pimento,  and 
other  small  articles. 

CO-  V,  Be  careful  in  examining  every  Boat  that  comes 
miDf  oi>  board,  to  see  that  no  Bkddtrs  with  Nizies,  small 

b(vanl  to  M ' 

cJiefuilT «- (alUd  Jitters,  or  tin  ‘Tubes,  used  in  plunder- 

•miofd  for  ^ ^ ^ oo  i *r  l • i 

impirmcDtfl  ing  Rum,  is  brought  on  board:  and,  if  such  articles 
of  phioatr.  discovered  concealed  in  the  Hold,  Forecastle, 

Steerage,  Cabin,  or  any  part  of  the  Sliip,  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  seize  them , and  report  the  ease  to  your 
Surveyor,  at  his  next  vifit,  that  he  may  convey  them 
to  the  Marine  Police  OiTice.  The  same  rule  will 
apply  to  Jamies  with  Pouches,  W'allets,  Bags,  empty 
Stockings,  and  Bccr-Canns,  brought  by  Watermen 
with  Porter,  which,  heretofore,  have  oltcn  been  re- 


turned full  of  Sugar. 

TbrDuijof  VI.  While  tlic  Discharge  of  i!ic  Ship  is  going  on, 
c^iinei  it  "'ill  be  tlie  duty  of  you  and  your  Colleague,  ^who- 
write  best,)  to  attend  upon  deck,  and  insert 
ihcstiipu  an  account  of  all  the  Casks  and  Packages  which  are 

^'IlDgOQ 

put  into  the  Lighter,  (to  be  token  from  the  MaUb* 
. Book,  as  your  attention  will  or  otight  to  be  generally 
too  much  engaged  looking  after  the  Lumpers  and 
ethers,  to  attend  accurately  to  every  Package  yourself ) 
And  as  soon  as  such  Liglitcr  is  laden,  to  cast  up  the 
whole  Number,  as  taken  down  in  your  Cl.eck-book, 

and 
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and  insert  the  same  in  the  printed,  weekly,  daily,  and 
Tide  or  Way  Bill,  which  last  goes  along  with  each 
Lighter  to  the  Q^iays.  ^'ou  will  receive  a sufficient 
number  of  these  bills,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Constable,  who  is  on  deck,  to  note  down  in  his  Check-  OnDtclc, 
Book  the  Name  of  the  Lighter,  the  number  of  thecaski^^^ 
and  other  packages  on  board,  and  when  she  departed 
from  the  Ship,  and  to  what  Q^iay  she  is  sent.  And, 
while  this  duty  is  executing  on  deck,  the  other  Con- 
stable must  be  constantly  in  the  hold,  attending  to  the  in  theHoM. 
urtstowing  of  the  cargo,  and  keeping  a watchful  eye 
on  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers,  that  they  do  not  wilfully 
break  casks  and  packages  for  the  purpose  of  spilling 
Sugar,  Coffee,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and  other  Articles, 
with  a view  to  plunder  ; and,  upon  its  appearing  to 
you  that  they  are  carrying  such  evil  intentions  into 
execution,  (which  has  been  too  often  the  case  here- 
tofore,) you  will  apprife  the  Master-Lumper,  (who 
is  a sworn  Officer  as  well  as  yourself,)  and  also  the 
Captain  or  commanding  Officer  if  on  board,  that  a 
check  may  be  given  to  it ; and  it  will  also  be  your 
duty  to  give  the  same  information  to  your  Surveying 
Officer  on  his  next  vifit. 

On  no  account  arc  you  to  allow  your  attention  to 
be  taken  off  yoiir  duty,  or  your  vigilance  to  be  sus- 
pended for  one  moment  by  performing  any  labour  on 
board  the  Ship,  as  a Lumper  or  otherwise,  on  pain  of 
immediate  dismission  and  the  forfeiture  of  all  wages 
due  at  the  time ; and  it  ap^tearing  to  have  been  a 
practice  for  Lumpers  and  others  to  conceal  bags  of 
Sugar  and  other  Articles  under  the  Ballast,  when 
working  in  the  hold  w ith  a view  to  remove  it  after  the 
discharge  is  finished,  you  will  be  particularly  w’atchful 
to  prevent  this,  and  to  examine  the  Ballast  as  soon  as 

J’OU 
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you  can  have  access  to  it  in  the  evening  after  the  work 
tor  the  day  is  finished,  and  pniculaily  before  you 
quit  the  Ship,  after  she  is  completely  discharged,  that 
the  plunder  so  found  may  be  restored  to  the  cargo. 

courfe  of  your  discharge,  you 
discover  any  person  stealing,  or  having  in  his  pos- 
•riifd  tni  session,  any  Sugar,  Rum,  Ctffte,  Pimentt,  Ginger, 
Ctcca,  C-ttin,  or  any  other  Article  comprising  die 
Ship’s  Cargo,  or  Materials  or  Stores,  v<hi  will  in- 
stantly, by  virtue  of  the  Authority  you  possess,  feize 
and  apprehend  such  Offender,  and  detain  him  and  the 
Articles  stolen  in  safe  Custody  until  your  Surveyor 
comes  on  board,  or  until  you  can  send  notice  to  the 
Marine  Police-Office,  that  all  such  Offender  or  Of- 
fenders may  be  dealt  with  as  the  Law  directs, 
to  VIII.  It  will  be  your  indispensable  Duty,  soon 
Sun-set  every  Night,  to  see  that  two  Lanterns 
3^  lighted  and  hung  up  in  the  Main-Shrouds,  at  tltc 
Gangway,  and  there  to  remain,  properly  lighted,  until 
Day-break.  You  and  your  Colleague,  or  Partner,  * 
Night- Duty  are  to  watch  constantly,  and  without  intermission,  and 
Heiei-  to  relieve  one  another  every  Four  or  Six  Hours,  as 
fiiinca.  settled  between  you ; and  you  are,  on  no 

Account  to  accept  of  the  offers  of  Revenue  Olheers  to 
watch  in  yotir  Stead,  as  when  sarch’  offer  is  made, 
there  are  strong  reasons  to  suspect  it  is  with  no  good 
Design.  In  this  manner  have  V/atchmen,  on  former 
occasions,  been  deceived,  and  much  Plunticr  carried 
on,  Beddes,  It  will  be  your  duty  to  keep  in  mind, 
that  the  Police-Surveyor  of  your  Division  will  visit 
you  at  some  uncertain  hour  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
and  if  you  or  your  Partner,  as  the  case  may  be,  arc 
not  on  your  Post  awake  and  on  the  Look-out,  ycxi 
are  to  understand,  that,  by  such  misconduct  and  gross 

neglect 
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neglect  of  duty,  you  will  forfeit  not  only  all  the  Wages 
which  may  be  due  at  the  time,  but  you  will  be  stig-Ntgiecc  of 
raatized  as  unworthy  of  the  truft  reposed  in  you,  and^dlltl” 
you  will  be  stript  of  your  Deputation  as  a River- 
Oflicor,  and  instantly  brought  on  shore  and  discharged 
with  Disgrace. 

IX.  On  no  account  are  you  to  permit  Boats  toBoatinoi» 
hang  upon  the  Bows,  Quarters,  or  along  side  of  thewhj^u^ 
Ship  in  which  you  arc  stationed,  without  complaining'*'' 

to  the  Captain  or  Chief  Officer  on  board  ; and,  if  he 
will  not  remove  them,  you  will  note  the  same  down, 
for  the  information  of  the  Police-Surveyor  and  tire 
Magistrates ; and,  in  all  such  cases,  you  and  your 
Colleague  may  justly  suspect  that  Boats  so  detained, 
are  kept  for  some  evil  design,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
your  indispens.able  Duty  to  watch  them  narrowly,  and 
to  seize  and  apprehend  all  Persons  carrying  away  any 
part  of  the  Cargo  in  a Clandestine  Manner. 

X.  In  executing  this  and  every  other  Duty,  youcitiiityw 

will  conduct  yourself  with  all  possible  civility  to  all 

persons,  and  particularly  to  the  Captain,  Mate,  and  *. 

' ,11  commcndej 

Revenue-Officers,  and  allow  ncitlier  to  have  thcon  jII  occi- 

least  cause  of  complaint  against  you  on  this  or  any*'*^*" 

other  account. 

XI.  As  soon  as  a Lighter  is  laden,  eitlieryou  orThe  Duty 
your  Colleague  must  attend  it  to  the  Qiiay,  carrying 

with  you  the  printed  Way-Bill  already  mentioned 
and,  on  your  arrival  at  the  Quay,  you  will  call  oiit«pJaintd. 
for  the  Police-Guard,  and  deliver  the  Lighter  into  his 
Charge,  with  the  printed  Bill  of  the  Cargo,  and  take 
his  Receipt  on  your  Check-Book  for  the  same  ; and, 
when  so  done,  you  will  return  immediately  to  your 
Ship,  and  report  to  your  Surve)  ing-Officer,  on  his 
next  Visit,  what  you  have  done.  And  as  it  has  here- 
tofore 
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tofore  happened,  that  Lightermen  frequently  lost  the 
tide  on  purpose,  and  pretended  to  run  athwart  Hawse, 
merely  to  liaw  an  opporninity  of  plundering  the  Cargo, 
Th  T>w  concealing  it  in  die  Fore-S!i«:fS,  you  must  be 

of  Caxii-  extremely  vigilant  and  attentive  not  only  while  the 
re'^oio  Lighter  is  lading,  to  sec  that  stolen  Bags  of  Coffee 
Ljhicn  Pimento,  Ginger,  Cotton,  &c.  arc  not  hid  in  the 
PW.WC  ID  Fore-Sheets,  but  also  that  the  Lightemtan  does  not 

. -r  r u I 

lose  the  1 ide,  but  uses  every  endeavour  to  get  up  as 
fast  as  possible ; and  particularly  that  no  Person  is 
pennitted  to  come  on  board  during  her  Passage  to  the 
Quays,  especially  in  the  Night ; and,  if  they  do,  be 
watchful  of  their  Conduct,  as  such  visits  arc  gene- 
rally for  seme  mischievous  or  bad  purpose.  And, 
above  all,  be  cartful  that  no  lighter  quits  the  Ship 
having  sufficient  Tarpaulins  to  protect  the 
Taifiuiuu.  Cargo  from  Rain.  If  this  should  ever  be  suffered,  it 
will  be  your  Duly  to  remonstrate  with  the  Captain  or 
Mate,  and  to  shew  them  your  instructions ; and  if, 
after  this,  no  Attention  is  paid  to  the  Safety  of  the 
Sugars,  you  will  immediately  send  Notice  to  the  Of- 
fice, or  report  it  to  your  Superior  Officer. 

Con  i,w,»  XII.  T he  Authority  vou  arc  invested  with,  as  a 

niv  U'C  ' 

armi  in  River  Officer,  ought  to  be  sufficient,  if  discreetly  used, 
dei7nCT,'b1ufo  enable  you  to  execute  your  Duty  with  effect ; but,  in 
Dut  oihji-  Case  of  Rcfisiancc,  you  arc  furnished  with  a Cutlass, 
w hich,  how  ever,  is  never  to  be  shewn  or  used  but  in 
yotir  Defence  ; ai-.d  you  ought  to  recollect,  that  a 
prudent  Officer  has  seldom  occasion,  in  the  execution 
of  his  Duty,  in  seizing  or  apprehending  Offenders, 
to  have  recourse  to  any  thing  but  the  Authority  of  the 
Law,  manifested  by  shewing  and  exhibiting  his  Staff 
cf  Office.  Arms,  therefore,  arc  only  to  be  resoned 
to  in  the  last  extremity. 

XIII. 
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XIII.  It  being  the  PraSicc  of  the  Magiftratcs 
examine  all  Constables  very  strictly  and  minutely«epjratei)r 
after  the  Discharge  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  arcj'„^J“fa', 
stationed,  and  also  to  call  for  their  Check-Books, 

will  be  creditable  to  you,  and  also  a great  recom-““ 
mendation  to  future  Employment,  if  this  Book  shall 
appear  to  be  distinctly  and  accuraiely  kept,  and  that 
you  shew  your  vigilance  by  noting  down  every  Parti- 
cular that  occurs,  and  also  every  insult  offered  you  by 
Revenue-Officers  or  Mates,  which  will  always  be 
properly  noticed,  and  Redress  given,  provided  it  ap- 
pears that  such  Insult  was  not  provoked  by  any  im- 
proper conduct  on  your  part. 

XIV.  If  it  is  discovered  that  you  quit  your  post, 
either  in  the  Ship  or  Lighter,  while  property  is  under 
your  charge,  without  Uave,  or  before  another  officer 
takes  your  station,  your  wages  will  be  forfeited,  and 
you  will  be  instantly  dismissed  the  service.  If  you  arc 
moreover  discovered  to  be  asleep,  or  not  upon  Deck 
in  the  Lighter,  you  will  instantly  lose  your  situation. 

XV.  Lastly,  you  will  observe,  that,  in  order 

establish  a just  Rule  whereby  those  Constables  onfuil  Piy  .md 
board  of  Ships,  w hich  are  quickly  discharged,  may  bccan^ubfcr 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  others  who  remain  for  a 
great  length  of  time  doing  nothing,  that  it  lias  been 
settled  by  the  Magistrates,  tliat  the  following  Rule 
shall  take  place  m future  relative  to  the  payments  o!' 
wages,  namely. 


That  full  pay,  or  a day,  shall  be  paid 
to  each  Constable  for  the  first  seven  days, 
and  afterwards  half-pay,  unless  on  those 
days  when  the  Vessel  shall  dis-harge  any 
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part  of  her  Cargo,  amounting  to  a Lighter- 
luaii.  And  when  »uch  discharge  stops,  then 
the  Cunsuhles  to  be  agaitt  reduced  to 
pay,  aud  soon  to  the  end  of  the  discharge^ 
and  such  iuJI  days  a;ul  half  days  to  be  cer- 
tifkil  by  the  visiting  Police- Surveyor — As 
soon  as  the  Sliip  is  discharged  in  which  you 
vxxe  last  empbyed,  you  ore  to  consider  your- 
self as  out  oi  the  service  of  the  Institution, 
until  ^ain  called  iipou  and  employed  by 
the  Magistrates. 


SVPrCEMENTAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

1st.  In  all  cases  where  Felony  or  Larceny  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  place  oo  board  of  atiy  Skip  or 
Lighter,  under  your  particular  charge,  the  Ma- 
gistrates reserve  a power  of  declaring  your  Wages 
to  be  forfeited,  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  such 
Felony  or  Larceny  arose  from  any  want  of  vigi- 
lance on  your  part ; and  you  will  moreover  be 
dismissed  the  Service,  and  struck  od*  the  List  of 
Occasional  Othcers. 

2d.  If  any  thing  should  come  to  your  knowledge  re- 
lative to  any  mal-practicc,  connivance,  or  impro- 
per conduct  on  the  part  of  any  Brother  Officer, 
you  are  bound,  by  your  oath  of  office,  to  state  it 
immediately  to  the  Magistrates,  that  the  same 
may  be  examined,  and  the  party  accused  acquitted 
or  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ease. 
If  it  shall  appear  that  you  omit  or  neglect  to  do 
your  duty  in  this  respect,  your  Wages  due  at  the 
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• ■ tiiTie  w;ill  be  forfeited,  and  you  will  be  dismissed 
the  Service. 

3d,  If  any  Officer  shall,  after  the  solemn  oath  he  has 
taken,  and  in  opposition  to  these  Instructions, 
prove  'so  base  and  infamotts  as  to  be  concerned 
liimstlf  in  stealing  or  pilfering  any  part  of  the 
Cargo,  Provisions,  or  Materials  of  the  Ship  he 
is  appointed  to  Guard,  however  small  ot  trifling 
the  same  may  be  ; or  shall,  by  aiding  and  abetting 
others,  suffer  such  felonious  practices  to  takeplace, 
or  shall  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Revenue 
Offi  trs.  Mates,  Lumpers,  Watermen  or  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  Plunder,  such  Officer  shall, 
on  detection,  be  apprehended  as  a Felon,  and  pro- 
ceeded against  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the 
Law,  at  thecxpence  of  the  Institution. 

FINALLY, 

4th.  As  the  whoje  success  of  the  design  depends  on 
the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  Officers  employed, 
and  as  it  is  the  firm  determination  of  the  Magi- 
strates to  allow  no  act  of  delinquency  to  escape, 
their  notice,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  to  detect  and  bring  to  light  every  evil  prac- 
tice, or  gross  neglect,  on  the  prt  of  the  Officers 
they  employ,  it  is  understood  that  a reward  will 
be  given,  wherever  fair  and  proper  information 
is  given,  which  shall  ultimately  lead  to  convic- 
t'ton. — At  the  same  time  let  it  also  be  understood, 
that  wherever  an  Officer  is  discovered  to  liave 
conducted  himself  meritoriously,  and  with  ho- 
nesty and  fidelity,  he  will  be  ranked  as  a prefer^, 
ttblt  Officer,  and  will  receive  every  possible  en- 
couragement from  the  Magistrates. 

U u N.  B.— 
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N.  B. — 7 he  Suferintmdmg  Mtigittrtrte,  m the  at- 
rrval  of  every  Fleet,  has  been  rn  the  constant 
kahit  of  assemhltng  the  while  of  the  Ship  Con- 
stahies  on  the  Registers  cf  the  Institution  for  the 
time  htitfg,  and  of  giving  tliem  a solemn  charge, 
lor  the  purpose  of  enforcing  purity  of  conduct, 
vipJattce  and  attention  to  their  duty,  and  pru- 
dence and  discrctiijn  in  tite  execution  thereof. 


I-VSTRL'CTIONS  to  Quay  Guards  in  the  Service  of  the 
^lariKe  Pohee  ItislUufton. 

You  are  ever  to  keep  in  your  recollection,  and  let  it  make 
a deep  impression  on  your  mind,  that  you  have  uken  a solemn 
oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Alsnighty  God,  “ that  you  wiil 
faithliHly  discharge  your  duty  as  a Guard  upon  the  Qiays, 
**  Wharfs,  and  Lighters,  on  tvlikh  you  shall  be  stationed,  in 
**  the  Port  of  London,  for  the  protection  of  Camnieroial  Pro- 
petty,  during  the  time  you  shall  be  in  the  immediate  service 
*«  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  for  the  purpose  of  dctect- 
“ ing  Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  - which  may  be 
“ committal  on  Goods  and  Merchandise,  in  Lighters  Wing  at 
“ or  near  the  said  Qiiays  or  Wharfs,  or  landed  from  the  same. 

**  And  you  further  promise  and  swear,  that  you  will  faith- 
“ fully  execute  the  orders  and  instructions  hereonto  annexed, 
“ and  all  other  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  -the  Magi- 
“ strates  at  the  Marine  Police  Office,  or  the  Surveyors  set  over 
“ you. — That  you  will  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  "watching 
*'  the  conduct  of  all  persons  upon  the  Wharfs,  Quays,  or 
" Lighters,  who  may  be  reasonably  suspected  of  an  intentioo 
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“.tocpmtnii  acts  of  piliage;  and  on  .the  detection  of  fudi 
“ OtTcnder'i  immediat^y  to  secure  them,  and  In^d  them  over, 

“ witjijtlic  property  stolep,  to  a Constable  of  the  City  of 
“ Loiivion,  or  some  Peac'  -officer,  having  legal  anthority,  where 
tlw  plFei^  is  committed,  for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed 
*V  b«f«je  tlic  Lord  Mayor,  or  other  Magistrate  having  jurisdic- 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

“ Apd.you  further  swear  that  you  will  not,  directly  or  in- 
“ directly,  receive  any  Money,  Goods,  or  Property  of  any 
kind,  for,  and  ir  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any 
criminal  or  improper  design,  or  suffer  the  same  to  take  ^ 
“ . place  in  consequence  of  any  promise  of  a reward ; but  con- 
duct  yourself  wiiji  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the 
discharge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  you, 

“ So  help  you  GOD.” 

Article  I. — lYou  will  have  a particular  station  assigned  you  by 
the  Superintending  Surveyor  of  the  Quays,  which  station  you 
are  not  to  quit,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismission,  until  you  are 
regularly  relieved. 

Article  \l. — As  often  as  a Marine  Police  Constable  accom- 
panies Lighters  with  Gixrds,  making  a part  of  the  Cargoes  of 
Ships  protected  by  this  Institution,  you  will  receive  the  Lighter 
'Bill  or  Bills  from  such  Constable,  and  note  down  in  your  Check- 
Book  the  day  and  hour  when  the  said  Lighter  or  Lighters  ar- 
rived, making  also  a similar  memorandum  in  the  Constable’s 
■Book,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  return  immediately  to  his  Ship, 
and  then  all  such  Lighters  must  be  the  object  of  your  immediate 
attention,  particularly  in  the  night-time,  so  as  effectually  to 
prevent  idle  and  suspicious  persons  from  going  on  board  on 
pretence  of  scraping  the  casks,  (which  must  on  no  account  be 
suffered,)  or  with  a view  to  obtain  plunder. — And  that  such 
Lighters  may  be  sufficiently  protected  against  depredation,  it  is 
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expcctrl  from  you,  that  ynu  wHl  statifm  votirsdf  on  tfic  out- 
side Craft,  or  in  such  a situatic'n  as  shall  enable  you  distinctly 
to  sec  the  whole  ilm  arc  cumniiitcd  to  your  particular  charge. 

Artiflt  III.— In  all  cases  where  Lighters  are  accompanied 
by  Marine  Police  Constables  wiiljout  proper  Tarpaulins,  vouTl 
immetiiaicly  report  this  neglect  to  the  Superinteraiing  Sur\evt»', 
that  measures  rr.iy  be  taken,  in  case  of  need,  to  protect  the 
Cargo  against  the  weather. 

ArluU  I V. — Wherever  you  perceive  idle  ar,d  dissolute  cha- 
racters lounging  upon  the  Q^iays,  such  as  long-apron-men,  and 
others,  who  gather  in  crouds,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  con- 
fusion, with  a view  to  obtain  Plunder,  you’ll  use  your  utmost 
exertions  to  drive  them  away,  so  as  to  keep  the  Qtiays  as  clear 
as  possible,  and  tlicrchy  enable  the  real  labourers  to  carry  on 
their  business  with  the  greater  facility,  and  to  prevent  all  sus- 
picious characters  from  having  an  opjxjrtunity  to  obtain  Plunder. 

ArticliV. — When  any  pilfeiing  transaction  is  discovered 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  tlic  City  of  London,  you  w ill  seize 
the  delinquent,  and  hand  him  over  to  a City  Officer,  with  the 
stolen  articles  found  in  his  possession,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
carried  before  tlic  Lord  Mayor  or  Aldermen,  before  whom  you 
w ill  also  appear  at  the  proper  time  to  give  evidence  of  the  of- 
rcnce  committed  ; and  when  similar  OiTcnces  arc  detected  in  the 
Counties  01  Middlesex  or  Surrey,  you  will,  in  like  manner, 
hand  over  the  offenders  to  the  Peace-Officers  of  the  District, 
to  be  carried  before  the  Justices  having  jurisdiction  in  those 
Counties,  before  whom  you  will  also  appear  to  give  evidence. 

Article  VI. — You  arc  to  take  especial  care  that  no  wilful 
breakage  of  Casks  or  Packages  takes  place  on  the  Quays  or 
Wharfs,  with  an  apparent  view  to  obtain  pillagp  Irom  the 
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spillings  of  Sugar,  Coffee,-  or  other  Articles ; and  when  you 
see  such  practices  going  forward,  yJu  will  instantly  apprise  the 
VVliartiiigcr  of  ^he  same,  that  means  may  be  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Article  W\ . — When  large  quantities  of  Sugars,  or  other 
Gnrxls,  arc  piled  upon  the  Qiiays  and  Wharfs  where  you  are 
slationcd,  you  will  be  doubly  diligent  in  your  duty,  by  moving 
constantly  round  them,  so  as  to  prevent  Persons  in  search  ot 
Plunder  from  having  time  to  carry  their  evil  designs  into  effect 

Article  VIII. — When  visited  and  hailed  in  the  night  by  the 
Police  Surveyors  on  the  River,  you  are  to  be  regular  in  answer- 
ing their  call. — Any  neglect  or  omission,  in  this  respect,  will 
be  construed  into  an  absence  from  your  Post,  and  will  not  only 
occasion  a forfeiture  of  your  Wages  tlien  due,  but  will,  if 
actual  absence  is  proved,  occasion  your  immediate  dismission 
from  the  Service. 

Article  IX. — In  the  execution  of  your  duly,  you’ll  con- 
duct yourself  with  the  utmost  civility  and  attention  to  the 
Revenue  Officers  and  Wharfingers,  and  afford  to  each  every 
assistance  in  your  power  when  required. 

Article  X. — You’ll  make  a regular  Report  of  every  occur- 
rence to  your  Surveyor;  who  is  hereby  instructed  to  form  the 
same  into  a General  Report,  for  the  Inspection  of  the  Magi- 
strates. 

You  win  keep  yourselves  constantly  sober,  and  use  no  intem- 
perate or  provoking  language  to  any  person,  and  be  particularly 
careful  never 'to  shew  your  Arms,  or  to  use  them  on  any  oc- 
casion, but  in  Jrourown  defence.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
pected that  you  are  to  be  firm,  vigilant,  and  alert  in  the  execu- 
tion of  your  duty,  and  to  use  every  prudent  endeavour  to  pro- 
tect the  property  under  your  charge  from  IVaite,  Plunder,  as 
injury  of  any  iiitd. — And  where  such  injury  is  sustained  by  care- 
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lc«snes$  or  inattention,  on  the  pan  of  thoie  who  perfiihii  the 
labour,  you’ll  Report  ihcir  Names  to  your  Suncyor,  for  tfw 
information  of  the  Committee  of  West  India  Merchants;- and 
the  Magistrates. 

Lastly,  As  the  Superintending  Survryor  of  the  Qjiays  Is 
directed  to  make  rcgtilar  Reports  of  the  good  or  bad  conduct 
of  all  Persons  employrd  as  Guards  upon  the  Qiays  in  the 
service  of  this  Institution;  you  arc  to  understand  that  es-cry 
person  who  conducts  himself  meritoriously,  will  receive  pro- 
tection and  cncotiragcmcnt,  and  will  always  have  a preference. 
The  gooil  services  of  such  men  will  be  registered  by  the  Ma- 
glsttatesi  while  those  who  are  found  to  be  inactive,  careless, 
and  inattentive  in  the  execution  of  these  instructions,  will  be 
discharged  to  make  room  for  others  w ho  are  more  deserving. 


IsSTRCCTioN'S  /o  Watermen  i/i  the  Service  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police  Instifuticn,  havnig  Defutations  under 
the  Authority  of  the  Act  of  3 Geo.  III.  Caj>.  2S. 

Hav  INC  taken  3 Solemn  Oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  Tnist 
reposed  in  you  as  a Waterman  under  the  controul  of  the  Magis- 
trates of  this  Institution,  and  subject  to  be  dismissed  on  any  Act 
of  Misbehaviour  ; it  is  expected  that  you  will  keep  yourself  at 
ail  times  sober ; and  that  you  will  be  regular  in  your  attendance 
upon  your  duty,  as  hereafter  explained. 

I.  You  are  to  be  punctual  in  yonr  attendance  npon  your 
StfTveyor  at  the  precise  time  fixed  for  yonr  proccct^ing  upon  your 
River  Duty  ; and  to  have  all  the  Materials  of  the  Boat  in  pro- 
per order ; and  when  your  Survey  or  vifits  any  Ship,  you  arc  to 
reinain  alor.gfidc,  without  having  any  iniercourfc  with  the  Lum- 
pers or  others  on  board ; — you  are  on  no  pretence  whatever,  to 
•'esert  or  absent  yourself  from  your  said  Duty  on  pain  of  immediate 
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dismisBion  : or  of  having  your  wages  due  from  the  preceding 
week,  either  mulked,  or  totally  forfeited,  at  the  direction  of 
the  Magistrates,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

II.  In  the  execution  of  your  Duty,  you  arc  to  conduct  your- 
wlf,  at  all  times,  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  discretion. 
You  arc  to  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  detecting  unlawful  prac- 
tices on  the  River,  and  firm  and  active  in  the  apprehension  of 
offenders.  In  executing  this  or  any  other  duty,  no  insolent  or 
violent  expressions  are  to  be  used ; nor  are  you  permitted  on 
any  pretence,  to  utter  profane  Oaths  or  Imprecations,  or  return 
any  bad  language  for  the  abuse  you  may  receive  upon  the  River. 

If  you  are  assaulted  or  obstructed  in  the  execution  of  your  Duty, 
on  lodging  a Complaint  before  the  Magistrates,  the  law  will  af- 
ford you  a ready  remedy.  At  no  time  arc  you  to  make  use  of 
arms  but  in  self-defence,  and  never  until  you  are  attacked,  and 
have  no  other  means  of  securing  yourself  against  danger. 

III.  On  all  occasions  where  you  know  or  receive  informa- 
tion of  any  illegal  or  felonious  act,  cither  actually  committed, 
or  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  upon,  tlie  River  Thames,  ' 
you  are  to  give  notice  of  the  same  immediately  to  your  Sur- 
veyor, or  in  his  absence  to  the  House  Surveyor  or  the  Magis- 
trates. 

IV.  You  are  to  consider  your  powers  and  doty  to  be  coitr 
fined  wholly  to  offences  comoutted  on  the  River : (always  .under 
the  direilion  of  your  Surveyor:)  This,  however,  is  not  to  pre- 
clude you,  when  fo  diredicd,  from  following  (.Mfenders  detected 
on  the  water,  and  even  to  apprehend  them  idtei  they  land  if  not 
practicable  before  ; but  in  no  other  case  are  you  to  intcreiore- 

V.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  be  particularly  careful  of  the 
boat  ill  which  you  are  employed  as  a rower,  and  to  sec  that 
such  boat  is  never  placed  in  a situation  to  receive  injury.  It  is 
also  your  duty  to  pay  due  obcdier.ee  to  the  orders  of  your  Sur- 
veyor* and  to  Kcure  the  Oart,  £eat~heek,  Till,  and  all  other 

articles, 
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articles,  that  nothing  may  he  stolen  or  carrirtl  awjy  : And  to 
be  particularly  careful  that  yntir  arms  arc  kept  clean,  and  at  ail 
limes  in  gcxid  order,  on  pain  of  being  miilked  when  such  arms 
arc  inspected  .ttid  fmind  rusty  or  unserviceable. 

I 

VI.  Each  of  you  being  furnished  with  a great  coat  at  fire 
fxpence  of  the  Institution  ; you  arc  to  be  answerable  for  it, 
as  well  as  for  your  arnts,  if  from  any  act  of  carelessness  or  in- 
attention they  arc  lost  or  stolen. 

Lastly — .As  the  Surveyors  arc  instructed  to  make  regular  re- 
ports of  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of  Watermen  in  the  service  of 
tliis  Institution,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  while  those  who 
conduct  themselves  meritoriously,  will  receive  protection  aixl 
encouragement  from  the  Mag’strates,  who  will  order  their  ser- 
vices to  be  registered  ; on  the  contrary,  such  VV'atermen  as 
arc  careless  and  ituttentivc  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  or 
who  act  contrary  to  these  instructions,  w ill  be  discharged  to 
make  room  for  others  more  thscpr'ing. 


Instructions  to  Master  Lumpers  who  enter  into 
engagements  to  Jischarge  Ships  under  the  Cognizance 
of  the  Marine  Police  Instituticn. 

Having  taken  a solemn  Oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  you  as  Foreman  of  the  Lumpers  you  em- 
ploy, to  discharge  the  respective  Ships  assigned  you  under  this 
institution, — Having  also  solemnly  promised  and  sworn  that 
you  will  not  connive  at  any  plunder,  or  be  conccrr.ed  yourself 
in  any  evil  practice  ; but  that  you  will  not  only  restrain  the 
'ns  under  your  controul,  from  acts  of  pillage  and  wilful 

breakage 
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breakage  of  casks  anJ  p.  ckagcs  ; but  that  with  a view  to-detec. 
tion>  you  will  regularly  scare h or  assist  in  searching  all  Lumpers 
on  their  leaving  the  ship  in  which  they  are  employed.  Having 
further  promised  and  sworn  to  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructions 
of  the  Magistrates  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  ail  abuses 
in  thedisdiarge  of  the  ships  and  vessels  assigned  you.  In  com- 
plying with  these  solemn  engagements  you  arc  carefully  and 
punctually  to  attend  to  the  following 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

I.  You  are  to  comply  strictly  with  the  Conditions  cx-. 
plained  in  the  printed  Rules,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Sliip  mas- 
ter  and  yourself,  on  your  first  undertaking  the  discharge.  Y ou 
are  to  select  the  best  men  that  can  be  found,  both  as  Holders 
and  Deckers,  rejecting  all  who  are  known  to  be  notorious  bad 
characters.  You  are  to  stipulate  with  each  Lumper  you  ctn-> 
ploy,  that  he  shall  carry  with  him  his  breakfast  and  dinner  on 
board,  and  shall  not  be  permitted,  on  any  pretence,  to  leave 
the  ship  until  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished,  that  every  ex- 
ertion shall  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  tlic 
ship,  and  in  preventing  the  wilful  breakage  of  Casks,  where- 
by Sugar,  Coffee,  or  other  articles  may  be  spilled  or  wasted. 

II.  Y du  will  be  careful  that  the  Ltimpers  yon  employ  sliall 
have  no  apparel  with  large  pouches  or  p<Kkets,  calculated  to 
conceal  plunder  ; nor  any  small  pumps  known  by  the  name 
of  Jiggers,  Bladders  with  Nozles,  pouches,  bags,  socks,  or  ves- 
sels of  any  kind,  whereby  plunder  may  be  obtained,  concealed, 

conveyed  away.  If  such  articles  are  found,  it  will  be  your 
duty  to  detain  the  same,  and  convey  information  immediately 
to  the  Magistrates,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  give  charge  of  the 
Offender  or  Offenders  to  the  Ship  Confiables. 

III.  It  is  understood  that  during  the  six  months  from  Lady- 
Day  to  Michaelmas,  you  are  to  begin  working  .it  Six  o’Clock 
jn  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leave  off  until  Six  in  the  Evening: 

And 
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Ar.d  from  ^^ich2c!mas  to  Lady-Dav,  to  commence  woi^  at 
Siin-rise,  and  to  suspend  it  at  S»n-sct : Your  men  to  be  al« 
lowed  half  an  hour  to  Breakfast,  and  one  hour  to  Dinner. 

IV.  The  first  labour  to  beperfomtrd  when  Lumpers  go  on 
board  of  any  ship  for  the  purpose  of  disdiarging  the  Cargo,  is 
to  unbend  the  sails  get  down  tlic  top  gallant  masts  and  yards— 
to  strike  yards  and  top- masts — to  unrccn  c the  ninning  rigging 
. — put  out  bi  atsand  sails — to  build  up  a stage  for  cables  if  re- 
quired— ami  then  to  proceed  in  the  discharge.  When  finished, 
the  ship  to  be  washed  completely,  and  left  in  e\-ery  respect  in 
good  condition,  and  the  fire- wood  to  be  piled  if  required  by 
the  Commanding  Olficcr  on  board. 

V.  In  cases  where  Rum  makes  a part  of  the  Carg»i  the 
Puncheons  and  Hogsheads  in  which  it  is  contained,  are  to  be 
struck  down  and  placed  in  a proper  situation  to  admit  of  being 
sampled,  or  if  necessary,  to  be  hoisted  upon  deck,  to  make  room 
for  the  discharge  of  Sugars,  and  other  .Merchandise. 

VI.  During  the  discharge  of  any  ship  by  nneans  of  Lumpas 
under  your  controul,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  be  present  at 
all  times,  or  to  depute  a trusty  Person  during  your  occasional 
absence,  for  whom  you  arc  to  be  responsible. 

VII.  As  a Master  Lumper  acting  under  the  cognizance 
of  this  Institution,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  you  are  to 
be  subject  to  the  occasional  visits  of  the  Police  Surveyors, 
who  are  to  inspect  your  conduct,  and  report  rcgnkjily  what- 
ever appears  to  them  to  be  amiss,  to  the  Superintendant,  to 
whom  is  committed  the  management  of  the  Lumping  De- 
partment ; whose  duly  it  is  lo  convey  to  the  Alagistratcs  all 
information  he  may  receis’c  tending  to  any  infiiiigement  of 
your  agreement,  or  any  neglect  of  duty,  who  upon  due  inves- 
tigation of  the  case,  will  make  such  orders  as  shall  appear  to 
them  to  be  proper. 

And 
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And  if  it  shall  be  fourid  that  you'act  in  any  respect  unworthy 
of  the  mist  reposed  in  you,  you  will  be  dismissed  from  the’ 
employment. 

Lastly,  The  Superintendartt  of  Lumpets  for  the  time  being, 
is' instructed  to  make  regular  Reports  of  the  good  or  bad  con- 
duct of  Master  Lumpers  in  the  sersice  of  this  Institution.  It 
is  to  be  understood,  that  all  who  conduct  themselves  meritorous- 
ly,  w'lll  receive  proteo  ion  and  encouragement  from  the  Magis- 
trates, who  will  order  their  services  to  be  placed  upon  a register 
to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  in  the  Office  for  Lumpers. 

On  the  contrary,  such  Master  Lumpers  as  shall  appear 
careless  or  inattentive,  or  shall  act  corruptly  or  contrary  to  the 
Instructions  herein  contained,  will  be  immaliately  discharged 
to  make  room  for  others  who  are  more  deserving. 


Geweral  Observations  on  the  whole  of  the  preeed  ’ 
ing  Instructions,  to  the  Offeets  of  the  Marine  Police 
Institution. 

On  considering  these  Instructions,  as  they  apply  to  the' 
various  classes  of  Officers  employed  in'  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Institution,  the  Reader  will  observe  how  much 
anxiety  is  discovered,  not  only  to  ensure  prtidence  and  dis- 
cretiem  in  the  execution  of  their  Duty,  but  also  to  guard  them 
against  impurity  and  improper  conduct. 

To  attain  this  object,  not  only  have  thefe  InstruttUris 
been  promulgated  at  diflferenf  times,  as  experience  suggested 
new  objects  requiring  the  attention  of  Magistrates ; but  they 
have  been  unceasingly  accompanied,  and  enforced  by  the  Strong- 
est injunctions,  as  often  as  occasions  occurred,  where  such  in- 
junctions became  necessary. 

Yet, 
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Yet,  under  circutnstar.ces  where  men  were  suddenly  oj!- 
Icctcd  together,  and  w here  such  a muititixJc  were  to  be  em- 
ployed almost  at  the  same  momcm,  the  Inst  edbns  ol  iltosc 
who  conducted  this  important  design  could  not  ensure  an 
universal  purity  of  conduct.  To  espect  this,  would  be  to  look 
for  more  than  belongs  to  human  nature. — Such  liowevcr  was 
tlu:  effect  of  the  various  precautions  which  were  used,  that  the 
instances  of  impure  conduct  have  been  very  few  indeed  ^ and 
where  proofs  have  been  adduced,  the  examples  have  been 
prompt  and  severe. 

As  the  s)stcm  has  matured,  the  characters  of  men  have  been 
developed.  Doubtful  and  inclTicient  Officers  have  been  dis- 
charged,  and  those  only  retained  against  whom  no  well  authen- 
ticated charge  has  been  preferrai. — Little  doubt  is  therefore  to 
be  entertained,  tliat  by  degrees  such  a s-lcnion  will  be  practi- 
cable, as  will  secure  a faithful  and  honest  discharge  of  the 
trusts  reposed  in  the  varimis  Officers  employed  i because  no 
system  herctolorc  devised  admits  of  an  equal  accuracy  of  in- 
vestigation, combined  with  t.hc  same  power  to  overawe  and  to 
punish. 

. The  whole  of  these  Instructions  have  been  communicated, 
and  the  nature  of  this  part  of  the  system  detailed  at  greater 
length  than  might  otherwise  seem  necessary,  from  a hope  that 
the  information  which  it  conveys,  might  be  useful  to  other 
great  Commercial  Ports.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  from  the  ap- 
plications which  have  been  made  to  the  .Author,  for  informa- 
tion, from  Liverpool  and  Hull,  fukere  even  Docks  areata- 
blisked,)  as  w ell  as  from  other  places  where  Commercial  Pro- 
perty passes  in  transit,  that  mankind  are  nearly  the  same  where- 
cver  similar  temptations  exist:  and  that  a Police,  applicable  to 
the  object  of  restraining  the  covetous  dispositions,  and  the  de- 
praved morals  of  many  of  the  lower  classes  of  Nautical  La- 
bourers, seems  equally  necessary  for  the  protection  of  Com- 
mercial i roperty,  and  the  Security  of  the  Revenue,  ■wherever' 

merchandise,. 
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inerchantHse,  to  a great  extent,  is  in  the  course  of  being  either 
.laden  or  discliarged. 

It  is  painful  to  the  feelings  of  a hcncrolent  mind,  to  witness 
50  maiiV  instances  of  t!;is  species  of  tiiqiitiidc  ; hut  as  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Author,  in  all  that  has  been  recorded  or  suggested  in 
this  Work,  is  to  put  a perivid  to  the  evil,  by  mild  and  lenient 
mcasiir  s of  prevention,  it  mtist  prove  in  effect  a real  act  of 
humanity  to  those  who  have  been  already  contaminated,  and 
• who,  by  the  mcains  now  suggested,  shall  be  restrained  from  a 
repetition  of  similar  offences,  which  might  ultimately  lead  to 
•severe  punishments,  to  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  their  inno- 
cent offspring. — Nor  is  it  to  be  considered  as  less  prodtictive  of 
■ good  to  those  hitherto  untainted,  who,  but  for  such  an  Institu- 
tion, might  have  been  unguardedly  seduced  from  the  paths  of 
'honest  industiy,  into  a situation  equally  deplorable  and  calamit- 
"ous.  • . 


No.  VII. 

Marine  Police  Establishment,  No.  250,  JVapping  New- 
Stairs,  under  the  sanction  of  Government,  and  at 
the  earnest  desire  of  the 

■ MERCHANTS  and  SHIP-OWNERS. 


A CAUTION. 


For  the  express  purpose  of  rescuing  the  Port  of  London 
from  the  great  injury  and  disgrace  which  has  arisen  from  the 
enormous  Pillage  and  Plunder  which  has  heretofore  prevailed 
on  board  of  West-India  and  other  Ships,  and  in  Lighttiis  con- 
veying Cargoes  on  shore,  as  well  as  upon  Legal  Quays  where 


Goods 
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.Goods  are 'landed,  a \Uirint  Palict-QJict  has  been  esublishcd, 
to  which  are  aUaeVed  above  Six  Hundred  Lumpers  for  workii^ 
out  Ships,  aikl  also  Two  Htuidred  Cousubics,  armed  with  the 
authority  of  the  Law  to  act  as  Guards  and  \V..:chmen  on  buasl 
of  each  Ship.  uuJer  discharge,  together  w ith  a proper  number  of 
• Boats  commanded  by  Police-Surveyors  and  navigated  by  QfCcqs 
of  Justice,  with  power  to  search,  seize,  and  apprehend  all  per- 
sons whatsoever  susjx-cicd  of  taking,  or  having  in  their  posses- 
sion. Sugar,  Rum.  CotToc,  Cotton,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Indigo, 
or  any  article  whatsoever,  compofing  the  Cargo,  Sipoes,  ^r 
.Materials,  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  River  ~\  hames,  amd.  ip 
bring  all  OlFenders  to  Justice  without  respect  of  persorrs. 

It  is  Uicrelure  lio;^l  that  this  early  caution  will  prevent  evet^ 
dcscrijjtion  of  persons  either  workiitg  or  acting  in  a»y  capad^ 
.on  board  of  Ships  under  discharge — and  all  persons  whatsoever 
from  making  tree  even  with  the  smallest  quantity  of  Sugar  nr 
other  articles,  as,  in  case  of  detection,  (which  will  be  certain,) 
nothing  can  prevent  the  ignominy  of  a Prosecution  for  Felony, 
and  the  ultimate  punilhment  in  case  of  conviction- 


No.  VIII. 

Summary  vUzv  of  a Bill  for  the  more  effectual  preven- 
tion of  depredations  on  the  River  'Thames. 

EXPLANATORY  INTRODUCTION. 

t 

The  Bumboat  Act,  2 Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  was  passed  in 
,1762: — Nothing  was  done  under  it  for  about . iburteen  years. 
The  present  temporary.  Marine  Police,  Otlice  had  no  other 
• special  ground  for  its  proceedings  than  that  act,  .which,  thotq|h 
conducive  to  its  object  as  far  as  it  goes,  has  been  shewn  by  m 
twelvemontli’s  experience  to  be  far  iudoed-from  atkqwaic. 

What 
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What  the  Act  contribi^tes,  is  confined  to  pensltios  and  legal 
powers.  The  Office  fiimishes  civil  Guards,  properly  equipped 
and  armed,  for  the  execution  of  those  powers.  The  expcnce 
of  these  Guards  being  defrayed  by  a single  branch  of  the  Trade, 
(viz.  the  West-lndia,)  out  of  twenty-eight  and  more  that  may 
be  distinguished,  the  immediate  effects  of  the  protection  afforded 
by  them,  have  of  course  been  confined  to  that  single  branch  of 
Trade. 

, To  substitute,  to  this  scanty  and  occasional  t^tachment,  a 
more  permanent  as  well  as  stronger  force,  commensurate,  in 
point  of  numbers  as  well  as  funds,  to  the  extent  of  the  demand 
as  furnished  by  the  whole  Trade,  (not  to  speak  of  his  Majesty’s 
floating  property,)  is  one  main  object  of  this  Bill : — to  give  the 
requisite  extension  of  those  penalties  and  those  powers,  is  the 
other.  From  what  has  been  done  by  the  one,  witli  such  in- 
adequate means,  as  well  as  under  numerous  disadvantages,  what 
would  be  done  with  adequate  means,  legal  as  well  as  pecuniary, 
may  be  inferred. 

In  proportion  as  the  following  sketch  is  summary,  the  word- 
ing could  not  but  be  loose  : but  in  the  Bill  itself,  nothing  can 
exceed,  in  point  of  anxiety,  the  care  that  has  been  taken  for  the 
security  of  innocence,  and  for  divesting  power  of  tlic  faculty  of 
abuse. 

If  explanations  of  the  grounds  of  the  Bill,  in  point  of  reason 
and  experience,  be  desired,  they  may  be  found,  in  a degree  of 
detail  rather  beyond  what  is  most  customary,  in  the  preambles. 

by  which  several  of  the  Sections  are  introduced. 

I 

PROVISIONS  or  THE  BIEL. 

I.  Gbneral  Preamble. — Power  to  his  Majesty  to  esta- 
biish  a Police-Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  under 
the  name. of  the  Tiames  Ealiee-Offift.  I'ltrce  Justices,  (two 
flf  them  to.  sit. constantly,)  with  special  powers  hcrein-altcr 
mentioned,  under  the  name  of  Special  Justices,  $ i.  Pro- 
a visions 
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vision?  of  the  csisiino  Police-Acf,  '^2  Geo.  III.  cap.  53.  ex- 
tended, as  far  as  applicable,  to  this  OtEcc.  ^ 2. 

II.  Power  to  Sjxrclj' Justices  to  appoint,  sijspend,  and  dis- 

mis>;,  divers  sitsot  Constables,  viz.  I.  (J.’licc  Constables  for 
I..tml  service,  as  in  the  evistirg  Pulicc-(JlSces.  ^ 3.  2. 

Boai-Con'taliles,  lor  p..ii.)ling  the  River  in  boats.  3.  Ship- 
ConMabltf,  ta  be  a:U' ii'.d  to  S' ips  during  the  unlading,  ice. 
on  application  by  p-rsons  intcrtsicd.  4.  Surveyors,  with  the 

owers  of  Cor.stable.s,  for  ifiS|x.cting  and  directing  the  ot.Her 
CorV't  .b!.''.  i’ower  to  ti:e  Loni  Mayor  and  Aidcraven,  as  also 
to  the  Trliiiiy  lij'iac,  to  an)  of  these  Couitabks, 

§ 3 and  4- 

III.  For  dcfiavii.v  all  such  ex;>enccs  of  tire  Establishment, 
as  arc  ovrraiul  al  ow  i)ic  expcnccsof  the  oUicr  PoUce-OfBccs, 
(the  Fund  for  iliat  inirpose  being  riisiingiiishcd  by  the  name 
of  The  Orticc  1‘uni!}  a pcailiar  Fund,  under  the  name  of  The 
Xhar»»  s Police  fhiard  Fund  ; to  be  rai.sed  by  a set  of  Tonnage 
Duties,  imposed  on  the  several  classes  of  persons  bcnefiicd,  in 
specified  proportions,  adjured  to  the  several  degrees  of  benefit, 
§ 5.  9.  10.  It.  Paynvent  secured,  by  refusal  of  Clearance  un- 
til a proiicr  Certificate  of  payment  be  produced,  $ 14.  S4im 
raised,  not  to  exceed  io,oool.  per  annum,  but  to  be  reducible 
to  any  amount.  § 9.  For  this,  atul  other  purposes,  a "set  of 
Commissioners,  termed  The  Thames  Police  Fund  Commission, 
to  be  chosen,  one  out  of  each  of  about  twenty-eight  claifcs  ot 
Persons  contributing  to  t!.c  Fund.  § 5.  6.  Organization  of 
the  body  of  Commissioners — Provisions  for  ensuring  the  at- 
tendance of  different  numbers,  competent  to  different  purposes 
— Meetings,  General  and  S[)ccial. — Adjournments — Qiiorums 
sufTicicnt — Chairmen — Casting  Votes.  § 7. — Vacant  scats  to 
be  filled  lip  by  the  Commirsidners  themselves,  out  of  ihccla^stn 
which  tlie  vacancy  lakes  place.  § 8,  For  necessary  supplies^ 

Meetings 
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Meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Special  Justices.  §13.  Powers 
for  appointing  Subordinates,  viz.  Collector,  Treasurer,  Cashier, 
and  Auditors;  the  Auditors  out  of  their  own  number,  and 
unpaid — Powers  to  Auditors  for  examining  upon  Oath.  § 12. 
— For  manifest  unfitness,  a Commissioner  may  be  suspended 
by  his  brethren;  and,  on  their  representation,  dismissed  by 
King  in  Council.  $ 51. 

IV.  Provisions  for  securing  the  good  behaviour  of  Working 
Lumpers,  (labourers  employed  in  the  lading  and  unlading  of 
Ships,)  and  their  Masters. — The  Master  Lumpers  not  to  act 
withotit  a licence  granted  by  the  above  Commissioners,  or  the 
Special  Justices. — Licence  discretionary,  as  in  case  of  Ale- 
Houses.  § 15.  Working  Lumpers,  not  without  being 
registered.  § 16.  Working  Lumpers,  quittirrg  work, 
punishable  as  other  labourers  are,  under  6 Geo.  II.  cap. 
25.  § 18.  Power  to  Commissioners  to  make  regulations 
fenr  the  Government  of  Lumpers.  $ 19.  Lumpers’  Con- 
tracts, as  particularized  under  heads,  to  be  roistered  at  the 
Office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  conditions  of  the 
engagement,  thereby  preventing  disputes,  and  rendering  the 
parties  responsible  and  forth-coming.  §20.  Special  Justices 
to  be  furnished  with  the  names  and  abodes  of  the  Lumpers  em- 
ployed on  board  each  Ship  ; as  also  of  the  Coopers,  Water- 
men, and  Lightermen.  $ 21. 

V.  Power  to  Commissioners  for  making  certain  regulations 
relative  to  apparel,  by  prohibiting  habiliments  contrived  (as  at 
present)  for  secreting  plunder  ; and  for  establishing  distinctions 
visible  at  a distance,  between  persons  having  business  on  the 
spot,  and  persons  not  having  business ; and  between  persons 
in  authority,  and  persons  not  in  authority.  § 17. 

VI.  Provisions  specially  applied  to  Ships. — Ship-Constables 

X X to 
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to  be  stationed  by  the  Special  Justkes,  on  certain  terms,  at  the 
insunce  of  Ov^ners  or  Consignees.  $ 23.  No  Person  to  b« 
cltargcd  for  as  a Watchman,  who  has  not  been  sworn  in  as  a 
Ship-Constable  ; — Any  fit  pcrs4>n  recommended  by  the  Ship’s 
Husband,  shall  be  made  a Ship-Constable.  § 48.  Powers  to 
tlic  above  Surveyors,  for  visiting  Ships,  tlirccting  the  Ship- 
Constables,  and  inspecting  the  conduct  of  Lumpers,  Coopers, 
he.  § 24.  Ship- Masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  Avenues 
to  the  Hold,  but  one ; and  that  too,  when  goods  arc  not  dis- 
charging. § 22.  Powers  to  the  Ship- Masters  and  Master- 
Lumpers  for  Searching  VV^orking  Lumpers:  Master-Lumpers 
bound  so  to  do,  under  a penalty,  besides  responsibility  for 
specific  loss.  §25.  Powers  to  Commissioners,  at  the  instance 
of  Ow  ners  and  Consignees,  to  appoint  Ship  Inspectors  for 
.saving  .spillinys,  drainings,  ice.  and  thereby  preventing  wilful 
waste.  $ 31.  C jcncral  powers  to  Commissioners  to  make  re- 
gulations rcLtivc  to  the  shipping,  unlading,  landing,  ware- 
housing, and  sampling  goods,  for  the  prevention  of  waste,  ac- 
cident, and  depred-iiion.  Po'vcr  to  King  in  Council,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury 
Pond,  tr  the  Heard  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations. 
i 49- 

VI L Provisions  specially  applied  to  Wharfs  and  Ware- 
houses, in  respect  to  landing,  removing,  sampling, See.  Powers 
to  the  Commifsioners,  for  appointing  Wharf  Inspectors,  with 
the  powers  of  CcHisiables  ; also  at  the  instance  of  Owners  and 
Consignas,  Warehouse  Insptctors.  § 30.  Slight  penalty, 
inflictablc  by  summary  procedure,  for  injuring  packages,  and 
letting  out  their  contents,  tor  the  purpose  of  profiting  by  the 
waste.  § 28. 

VIII.  Provisions  authorizing  slight  penahies,  inflictablc  by 
fitimmary  procedure,  on  circumstamial  evidence,  aided  by  the 

examinatioD 
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examination  of  the  delinquent,  (as  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  and 
Stolen-Metal  Act)  where,  on  regular  proof,  it  would  be  Felony ; 
and  for  attaching  upon  the  practice  of  depredation,  in  such 
stages  of  its  progress,  as  are  previous  or  subsequent  to  the 

felonious  act Misdemeanor  to  have  concealed  instruments  for 

drawing  off  Liquoiir.  •§  32.  Misdemeanor  to  tlfitow  goods 
overboard  to  prevent  discovery  : — when  it  is  from  a Boat,  Power 
for  apprehendi/ig  the  Crew.  § 34. 

IX.  Powers  of  Search,  Seizure,  and  Arrest,  exercisable  on 
View,  on  suspicion  of  Petty  Thefts  committed  in  Sltips, 
Lighters,  Boats,  &c.  Landing  Places,  and  Wjreltoujes.  ^ Tl>« 
offence  punishable,  as  a misdemeanor,  with  a slight  penalty,  as 
above.  § 33. 

X.  Powers  of  Search,  &c.  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  a 
supposed  Receiver’s.  The  offence,  in  default  of  a regular 
proof,  punishable  as  a misdemeanor — The  Bumboat  act 
amended  in  this  behalf.  § 33.  43.  Powers  for  tracing  sus- 
pected goods  through  any  number  of  hands ; — another  amend- 
ment of  the  Bumboat  Act.  § 37.  Penalty  for  fabricating  false 
Bd!s  of  Parcels,  to  cover  suspected  goods.  §36.  Receivers, 
not  auiliorized  merely,  but  bound,  (under  a .slight  penalty,)  to 
stop  persons  bringing  (sliip)  goods  to  them,  under  suspicious 
circumstances.  § 38.  To  render  the  criminal  intercourse 
dangerous  oit  both  sides,  indemnity  to  Thieves,  convicting  Re- 
ceivers of  ftlony  ot  misdemeanor,  as  the  case  may  be.  § 39. 

XI.  Provision  for  preventing  the  carrying  off  entire  Lighters 
with  their  Cargoes,  (a  frequent  offence.) — Commissioners  may 
appoint  Tickets,  the  want  of  which  shall  be  a ground  of 
suspicion,  warranting  Constables  to  scarcli,  &c.  a Lighter  na- 
vigated at  suspicious  hours.  § 27. 

XII.  Special  provision  in  regard  to  Coals. — Misdemeanor  to 

carry 
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carry  off  Coals  from  Shipr,  icc.  ofherwise  than  in  the  coin* 
o(  Trade  ; or  to  suffer  them  to  be  carried  off.  (This,  besides 
theft,  prevents  , Coal-heavers  from  being  paid  in  Coals,  at  the 
expence  of  the  duty.)  Power*  of  Arrest,  &c.  § 26. 

XIII.  Provisions  for  preventing  obstruction,  and  ensuring 
assistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  in  this  behalf — Petrahy 
for  suppression  of  evidence,  or  other  obstruaion.  Severe 
Penalty,  if  with  force.  § 44. — Penalties  for  desuoying  or  in- 
juring Office-boats.  § 45.  Persons  in  general  bound  to  assist 
Constables,  not  on  command,  but,  in  ca*  of  need,  without 
cooimand.  542* 

XIV.  Petultics,  and  application  thereof.  ^40.  Procedure 
summary  ; no  appeal,  nor  certiorari.  § 41. 

XV.  Further  amendments  of  the  Bumboat  Act. — Offences 
against  that  Act  punishable  either  as  such,  or  as  agsnst  thli 
Act.  ^ 46.  Boats  which,  under  tliat  Act,  are  destroyed,  may 
either  be  destroyed  ; or  soki,  or  restored,  on  terms.  | 43. 
Misdemeanors,  which,  under  that  Act,  are  offences  transport- 
able for  Fourteen  Years,  deemed  felonies; — that  the  procedure 
may  be  prompt,  as  in  felonies,  instead  of  dilatory,  as  in  mis- 
demeanors.  ^ 46. 

XVI.  Formal  Clauses. — London  Privileges  saved. — Limita- 
tion of  Actions. — General  Issue. — Treble  Costs. — This  a 
Public  .^ct.  § 52,  53. — Duration  limited  to  Three  Years. 
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Officers  . - . 

Copper,  depredations  on,  calculated  by  the  favings  in  , 

watching  one  fliip  - . . 87 

Com,  fee  Grain. 

Craft,  number  in  aifual  fervice  in  the  Port  of  London  in 

1796  (tabic)  . . ^ 

In  1 797  and  1798  * - 12 

In  the  rivers  Lea  and  Thames,  empbyed  rnd 
ftationary 

Spe  (Table)  . * Li 
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Crni'i  of  {hipi  in  tb?  river  amount  to  24,000  it  a time, 
oi  whom  4C00  arc  imagined  to  be  concerned 
in  I iver  plunder  - - *67,9.  198 

Crimfj,  a claU  of  petjpb-  who  proleh  to  procorc  feamen 
for  outward-bound  fiup;  the  impofittocis 
praAil'cd  by  tbe.n  - - 522,  3 

Mofliy  dcileirin  fcamen's  wages  ; their  irrpoii- 

tion  in  tbit  refpeOt  - - 5-5*8 

Propoiiiions  for  remedying  thefc  evils  by  li- 
cencing and  regulating  the  Crimps  - 526, 7 

C»J}un~i:u/c  Si\n  much  drereafed  line*  the  cUabiifhment 

of  the  River  Police  - - 233,  let. 

Cyihm-'nufe  Witeronen,  fee  H'atermten. 

C»/Iomj  and  Eaaji',  the  Commiflioners  of,  their  functions 
as  hr  as  the  lame  concerns  the  Police  of  the 
river  - - - 188.  583 — 3S7 

A digefted  abridgment  of  fuch  Revenue  Laws 
as  regard  to  the  duty  of  merchants,  &;c.  on  the 
• importation,  &c.  of  goods  - - 389—402 

With  refpeft  to  the  privileges,  duties,  and  in- 
demnities of  Cufiom  boutc  olhccrs  403 — 415 

Cylteri,  fee  Craft. 

D. 

Dovtnnnt,  (Sir  Wm.)  his  principle  of  the  vr-Ination  of 

commetce  does  not  apply  to  tlic  prefent  period  21 
D.tji  Plun.lfTcrs,  their  depredations  ftated  - 62,  3 

Conipofcd  chiefly  of  Lumpers  - 62 

Woik  on  board  fliips  without  pay,  in  order  to 
plunder  . . - 63 

(See  Lufrprtt.) 

Ptnmari  and  .V.*r*uvir,  trade  to  and  from  ; depredations  ' 

oniliti.iatcd  at  3000I  per  annum  - 133 

Dffrtdaiims  on  tlic  river : origin,  rife,  and  progrefs  of, 
cap.  II.  - - - 

Not  material  till  .after  the  commciKement  of 

the  tSth  century  . - . 43 

Much  iucrealeil  lor  want  of  projicr  bws  to  re- 

ffrain  them  - . 41.  133 

Their  amount  during  the  iSth  century,  efti- 

mated  at  10  milhoiis  Iterling  - . 4S 

Lor  the  various  clafTes  of  ilepiedatoisfee  this  index  titles: 
COAL  HEAVhRS 
COOP.KllS  (lOl’KXLY-MEN) 

CREWS  OF  SHIPS 
DAY  PLLNf)ERERS 
LIGHTERMEN 
LUMPERS 
MATES 

n . MUDLARKS 

V\ 
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MUDLARKS 
NIGHT  PLUNDERERS 
RATCATCHERS 
RECEIVERS 

REVENUE  OFFICERS  ‘ ' 

RIVER  PIRATES 

SCUFFLE  HUNTERS 

WAREHOUSES 

WATCHMEN 

WATERMEN. 

[For  the  amount  of  depredations  on  ^ach  branch  of 
trade.  See  Eaft  India  Trade,  H'e/t  India  Trade,  &c. 
icc.  in  this  Index — TheTable  in  page  and  ar- 
ticles Liverpool,  Severn,  SfC.] 

Pocks.  See  Docks ; H'et  Dock  All ; If  \J1- India  Dock 
Cempary. 

Dock-Mafsers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Weft  India  Dock 
Company 

Dock-yards,  riots  m,  how  punilhable 
Dnsm-kog/heads—I\xch  as  have  fuftered  from  plunder 


Page 


m 

1 


Ea/t  India  Company,  firft  chartered  A.  D.  1599  - c 

Its  furpi  izing  progrefs  - - £,  S 

Import,  to  the  value  of  Six  Millions  and  a half 

annually  96 

Ea/t  India  T rade,  a detail  of  the  depredations  on  - 88,  97 

Eftimated  to  amount  to  zc.oool.  a-year  96 

. China  Ships,  plunder  at  Blackwall  on  9a,  j,  ^ 

The  benefits  conferred  on  it  by  the  River  Police  339 

Eaftland  Company,  chartered  A.  D.  1579  - - 5 

Excife.  SeeCuftoms. 

Export  Trade,  inftances  of  plunder  on  . la?,  24^,  4 


Finance  Camw'Vtec— their  opinion  on  the  perplexed  ftate 

of  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  - 387 

Their  opinion  on  fees  paid  to  Revenue  Officers  405 — 407 
Fire  in  Ships  and  Veflels,  penalties  and  punifhments  im- 

pofed,  in  order  to  prevent  it  - 462,  6 

Regulations  under  the  Wet  Dock  Aft  againft 

accidents  by  fire  - • 46; 

fiJh—{e\Aom  eaten  by  the  poor  in  London  * . 436 

The  frauds  pi  aftifed  in  order  to  keep  up  its 

price  - w 436 — 439 

Abridged  Digeft  of  the  Laws  refpefting  the  Im- ' 
poruition  and  Sale  of  Fifli  in  the  Port  of 
London  - 436—441.  and  fee  304,  3 

Fijberiet 
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JPi^eruj  (Southern  tnd  Northern  Whale),  depredations 

on,  cilimated  at  a.oool.  a-year  • 118,119 

/»rr/^a<r/ principally  carried  on  Trade  and  Navigation 

during  Queen  Eliashtib’s  reign  - 3 it  ». 

France  and  ylyjir.'an  Krtherlandi,  Trade  to  and  from,  de- 
predations on,  eliimated  at  io,oool>  annually  123 
Fa’S,  plundered  from  Qyrhec  Ships  - - i ib 

An  iudancc  of  400I.  ^undered  in  this  article 

alone  from  one  Ship  . - . li. 

n. 

Gacrte  Slifj,  thofe  where  the  officers,  &c.  were  corrupted  61 

Came,  Lightermen,  H'uernen,  Coopers,  icC.  See  tliofc  titles, 

Garhhng  .Spices  in  London,  the  Laws  refpeding.  - 331 

Cermtun,  trade  with,  depredations  on,  - 127,130 

Cin,  inllance  of  1000  gallons  being  plundered  from  one 

fliip  - - - - ia6 

Glut  Tcvenut  off-cers ; generally  conUfl  of  illegal  lottery 

infurance  clerks,  ic.  - - 173 

Their  manner  of  getting  into  a fliip  in  order  to 

plunder  - - - *74  »• 

Generally  plunder  from  each  fliip  to  the  amount 

of  from  1 5 to  20I.  - - 174 

Crain,  vaft  quantities  ftolen  from  fliips  and  lighters,  131,  8,  143 
Thirty  quarters  plundered  by  the  Mate,  &c.&c. 

from  one  vellel  Iroin  Folaiut  - . 131 

Crtrvtfetui  B‘)au,  regulated  by  the  Rulers  of  the  Water- 
men's Company  - - - 433 

Crecyreakh  li'/ritnl,  founded  and  endowed  by  flit.  7 Sr  8 

\VilJ.  III.  c.  21.  _ . _ jlj 

Supported  by  a contribution  of  6d.  per  month 

tiom  each  feaman,  &c-  in  the  Navy  - ji6 

Cnern/ey,  (Sc.  Trade  to.and  from,  dt  pi  edacious  on,  cili- 

mated  at  2,ocol.  a-year  - >34>  S 

Cur.penxeder,  not  more  ihm  2;  lb.  to  be  kept  on  board  any 
fhip  after  her  arrival  at,  or  below  filackwall 

, . . , . 346,  46+,  5 

Reeulations  concerning  this  article,  under  the 
Wet  Dork  Ad  - - - 463 

Gum,  not  to  be  kept  fliotted  in  any  fhips  (except  his  Ma- 
jefty’s)  while  lying  between  London-bridge 
and  Blackwall  - • 346, 463 


Nor  to  be  fired  during  ccitain  times 
Reeulations  refptcling  guns  under  the  Wet 
Dock  Aft  - . - 

GnvyJh,  Lord  ; his  iiitereft  in  the  mooring-chains  on  the 
River  Thames,  liilpofcd  of  under  the  Wet 
Dock  Ad  . . _ 


a. 

465 
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fiamiurgh  Cempany,  firft  chartered  by  Hen.  IV.  in  1406  ' ' 5 

Ship-maflers,  their  tedimony  of  the  prott^ion 
afforded  to  their  Trade  By  the  River  Police  'z4o 

Harbeur-ma/ttrt,  to  he  appointed  by  the  Corporation  of 

London,  under  the  Wet  Dock  Adi  j iq.  3^6 

fiarpotntrs  in  the  Southern  Whale  Fiflien,  exempted 
from  ^ing  imprefled  - - 

llaniott,  John,  Efq.  recommended  by  the  Merch.ints  and 
Planters  to  be  the  Refident  Magidratc  at  the 
River  Police  Office  & x. 

Han,  fine,  maniifaffured  by  Jew*  from  ftolen  furs  1 

liaiuktri.  See  Bumioatj. 

Hemp,  indances  of  audacious  plunder  on  - 

Confiderable  quantities  recovered  in  confe- 

quence  of  the  River  Police  laditution  340 

Meaty -hi’ femeu.  See  Dey  plunderers. 

Hulhiml,  trade  with,  depredations  on,  edimated  at 

lo.oool.  a year  - - 116 

Jlcrfes,  the  faving  of  their  labour  and  provifiou  by  wa- 
ter-carriage - - - 422j  t 

Hou/ekeepers  in  London,  a daufe  in  the  Ballad  Ad, 

(7. 11.  c.  sA.  important  to  be  obl'ervcd  by 
them  - ...  jjj 

Hys.  See  Craft. 

Hudjin's  Bay  Cmpffiy,  ch.aricred  by  C.ir.  II.  in  16S1  2 


I and  J, 


“Jerfey,  (ide  ©0  vice  Guern/ey. 

Jiggers,  fmall  pumps  ufed  tor  the  purpofe  of  floallng  fpi- 
rils  - - - - 

fmpri^ng — what  feameii  exempted  from  ; fee  Seamen — 
Ma'iue  Sofiety. 

frelanJ — (Trade  vcith},  depredation  on,  edimated  at 
3.(K>cJ.  a- year  ... 

Jfis  RAfj— Acls  ior  improving  the  navigation  of,  ^ 
JurijdiHion  over  the  River  Thames.  See  Tlsames,  London' 
juftUes  of  the  Peace  ; [for  their  jurifdudion  rcfpeiding  of- 
fences on  the  River,  fee  the  fcveral  datut'^ 
quoted.] 


K. 

— His  jurifdiflion  over  the  River  Thamei  jSq — 297 


L. 


Coal  Meters  Offices,  digeded  Abridgments  of  the 
aVids  edabliQimg  them 


45»— 459 
Let  tot 
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Leturi  ^ the  manner  o/  procuring  them,  and 

the  reguljtion  to  be  oblervcd  theiieon  550 — 553 

i.i^biermfii  (Gatnc),  the  manner  in  which  their  depreda* 

lions  are  cairied  on  • - 70,  4 

Plunder  their  own  bargee  • * 74 

U^ttermcn  ( Journeymcii)  about  i joo,  and  their  appren- 
tices cmpluvcd  on  the  River  - - 183 

Five  hundred  of  them  I'uppofrd  to  be  delinquents  184 
Their  nicnn->  of  pliiiulcr  greatly  diminiihed  by 
the  new  River  Police  - - 232 

Llgl’ins.  See  Craft. 

Light -boi  ft  nun.  Sec  Night- PlunJerers. 

Lighi-bnu/n — regulated  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  - 337 

The  rates  pay.tb!c  to  them  by  fliips  palling  the 
different  light-houles,  as  well  as  to  floating 
lights  - ^ - 357.358 

Ume-ifninagers  in  the  Southern  Whale-fifliery,  exempted 

from  being  imprefled  - - jij 

Lk-dgool — Depredations  on  the  Weft  Lidia  Merchants 

there  - - 346  n. 

Lut-i.n  {City  of).  Trade  of,  greatly  incrcafcd  from  1790 

to  1 796  - - 30 

\ geneial  view  of  its  mature  and  extent  (Tabic) 

p.  22.  and  recapitulation  - . 23 

Ltailiu  (C*if»iaiitn  of),  Sratement  of  their  rights,  as 
Confervators  of  the  River  Thames,  and  the 
iniiances  (coniparatively  few)  in  which  flicy 


have  been  exercifed,  clafled  under  16  differ- 
ent heads  31 1 ».  312 — 316,  329 — 332. 

(.•\nd  fee  Corf-rvancy  Thriiiei.) 

An  account  of  their  jurifdiftion  on  the  River 
h'tfl'u-ard  oi  London. bridge,  and  of  the  fe- 
, vcral  fiatutes  by  which  it  is  created  ami  pro- 

tedfed  - - * - 489 

An  account  of  the  new  duties  itnpofed  on  them 

bv  the  Wet  Dock  - - 318 — 326 

The  rates  made  payable  to  them  under  that  AA  324 
Receive  15,350!.  per  ann.  from  the  Coal  and 
Corn  Meters  places,  and  the  package,  fcavage 
and  balliagr  duties  - - 459.  m 

Probable  amount  of  the  Tolls  pyable  to  the 

Corpor-ition  lor  the  Weltwaid  Navigation  494,  5 
Ltnd^n  (Mn\Br  nf,),  his  powers  relative  to  the  Police  of  the 

Thames  - - 287,  8.  301,  1 

Eflablillud  by  two  very  ancient  ftatutes  yet  m 

lorre  (Sec  Corf'ttvanp/.)  - 307  & n. 

leg  fifT'it-iheri,  vide  SriilTlc-luintcrs. 

Lunfus  and  Mafter  Lmripcib — thrir  three  claflcs  and 

numbers  ( 14CO)  - - 179,186 

Fi  oportion  of  delinquents,  at  leaft  1200  180 

Ltimgtr, 
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Lumpers  Contiafted  view  of  the  prefent  and  former  me- 
thod of  employing  them  - 211 — 214. 

lidaffer  Lumpers ; number  employed  in  vari- 
ous trades,  and  propofal  for  licenting  them  277  Ic  a. 

M.  . 

Man,  Irte  of,  vide  Guernfey. 

yianfe/t  Ad — Abridged  Uigcft  of  - . 2.  399—401 

Marine  Police  Office  vide  River  Police. 

Marine  Society,  incorporated  by  L2  Geo.  III.  c.  67.  ' 329 

Apprentices  bound  by  this  Society,  exempt 

from  being  imprefled  ’till  l8  years  old  530 

Mariners,  See  Seamen. 

Mates  of  Ships,  many  of  them  engaged  in,  and  connive 

at  pillage  - - - q8,  qq.  165  n. 

The  number  of  fuch  delinquents,  eftirnated  at 

300  - - 165 — 166;  198 

Mates — Their  wages ‘fliould  be  advanced  and  regulated 

by  Law  - . tt. 

Mates  (Of  American  Ships)  as  Corrupt  as  the  Britifh  120 

MeJiterranean  Trade,  vide  Turkey. 

Merchants'  Seamen’s  Charity,  for  failorS  wounded,  dif- 
abled,  &c.  in  the  Merchants’  fervice,  firft 
founded  by  zq  Geo.  II.  c.  ziL  ; 18,  ^19,  520 

Mooring-chains  in  the  River  292,  298  462,  3 ; 466,  7 

Mssdlarks — A clafs  of  River  depredators  - 38,  231 

Their  number  about  800 

N. 

Navigation  Ads ; a general  view  of  their  Spirit  and  Prin- 
ciple ...  |;32 

Navigable  Rivers,  offences  in  - - 530 — 532 

Night  Plunderers,  the  nature  of  their  depredations  ex- 
plained '•  - 52 — 6t 

Conlili  chiefly  of  watermen  conneiffed  with  re- 
ceivers - - - 5s 

-Tlieir  mode  of  conveying  away  plunder  53 — 56 

This  clafs  of  delinquents  much  increafed  - 57 

The  clafs  denominated  l .ight  horfemen,  com- 

pofed  of  gangs  of  receivers,  coopers,  &c.  58 — 61,  233 
Their  number  formerly  about  200  ; but  now 

dccreafed  - - •-too 


O. 


Oil,  inflancc  of  an  immenfe  quantity  plundered  from  one 

cargo  - - 72 

Out-port;  of  Great  Britain,  vide  Coafting  Trade 
Owners  of  Ships,  S<c.  bee  Ship-Owners. 

Package 
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t'.teljgc  Duty  in  London  - - _ 332— 4^>o,  n. 

Ptffrr,  The  vaft  quantity  ftolen  from  Turkey  fhips  124  S-  «. 
rctnioais,  194  in  ufe  on  the  I’ivcr  - - 14. 

J‘:Uo  and  Piloiaee  ; Pitots  down  the  River  Thames  and 
Medway  to  be  appointed,  and  be  under  the 
controul  of  the  Trinity  Coi|idi  ation  343'“346 

Pilots  up  the  River,  how  regulated,  and  the 

rates  , . . 554 

PlunJfi , See  Dff’rJ.ttiots 

1'oUmJ,  Trade  to  and  from,  depredations  ou,  efllmated 

at  jjoool.  a year  - - lyt-j 

Police  oi  the  River  Thames,  See  Rli'cr  Police'.  Thames 

Duty  in  Imndon  - - 332 

Portland  (Duke  of)  .The  countenance  and  proteftion  af- 
forded by  his  Grace  to  the  River  Police  of 
eflcntinl  icrviie  - . 

7*rr/»f<sf  Trade,  Depredations  on,  eftiinated  at  8,oool. 

per  annum  - . - iij-6 

Prhe-Mcn/y  of  Sailors,  See  Crimpi. 

Prisie  Vclfels,  the  dcpred.iaons  committed  on  them  con- 
nived at  by  the  ^lafter  and  Revenue  OtR- 
cers  , . - - 148 

plunder  in  thefe  veflels  carried  on  to  an  enor- 
mous extent ; in  fomc  inflames  to  one  tilth 
part  - - - - 149 

The  prohibition  againrt  it,  by  ftatute  33  Geo. 

in.  c.  66  - . . 309 

Prnjia  Trade,  to  and  from,  depredations  on,  efliinated  at 

io, oool.  a year  - - 1 31* 

Puilic  Stores  in  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medway;  the 

pillage  on,  much  checked  by  the  River  Po 
lice  . . . I -I 

Navigators  of  viftuilting  hoys,  tranfports.  See. 

aflifl  in  plundering  - 151.  250,  «r. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  embe zalement  of  them 

very  deficient  - . 249,  ir. 

Ptnii,  See  Craft 
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Sjiarantine,  Abridged  digeft  of  ftatutes,  regulating  tha 

manner  and  time  of  performing  - 539 — 348 

^vrptand  lomding  Places  in  the  Port  of  London,  A 

lifl  of  - - . 29,  yz 

The  legal  quays  firfl  eftablifhed  in  ; 553  • li. 


R 

Ra.'  e/ttchn  t aflifl  In  the  plunder  of  fhips  and  cargoes 

Convi-y  l a's  into  in  ordt  r to  have  oppor- 
tUn  Pes  t > plunder 


69 
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hi'ccvers  (Cr’iinina'l)  The  chief  inftruments  towards  tl»e 

difpofal  of  ftolen  goods  . 50 1;^ 

Intioduced  into  American  fliips,  through  the 
medium  of  game  Revenue  Officers 
Of  commercial  and  public  property  plundered 
in  the  River  ; their  various  claffes  and  de- 
vices detailed  ...  jgg, 

General  review  of  the  numbers,  eflimated  at 

5^  . . . 

Avarice,  the  great  caufe  ol  their  crimes 
The  opulent  clafs  the  moft  dangerous 
Cany  on  fugar  refineries  with  Itolen  fugar 
rhofe  of  an  inferior  clafs  connerted  with  fmall 
grocers  and  fmugglcrs  . . ' 

^ hofe  called  Cope/mn,  conne^fed  with  Revenue 
[ Officers  . - • . , 

Keepers  of  old  iron,  ice.  (hops  purchafe  cor. 

_ dage.  See.  plundered  from  velfeit 
Keepers  of  chantller  fhops  connected  with  la- 
l«)Uiersoii  board  ffiijjs,  &c. 

Publicam  give  credit  to  Lumjpers,  and  receive 
payment  by  liolen  goods,  and  permitting 
titcir  houie  to  be  a reiidezv'ous  for  journey- 
men coopers  . _ 

; In  fmall  manufadfories'of  MtjV  andra/c,  con- 

nected with  labourers  in  Kulfla  fliips,  &c. 

Female  Receivers  who  plmder  feamen  of  their 
wages,  and  then  inflrgate  them  to  aiftsof  oil 

. 

• Covetous  Receivers  . ' . 

Cinelejs  Receivers,  The  great  number  of  this 
clafs  between  London  Bridge  and  Green- 
wich  . . . _ 

Receivers  of  naval  and  viAualling  (tores 
Jew  receivers  and  kwper^  of  (ingle  horfe  carts 
much  iiicreafed  of  late  - . . 

J?r-.Y«ac;  Imports  and  exports  of  London  in  the  vear  1 700 
and  1750  . . ' . ' 

Imports  and  exports  for  every  tenth  year,  from 
17  >0  Co  1790,  and  lor  every  year  from  1791 
to  1798,  inclufive  ' (Tabic) 

Tabie^  and  recapitulation  of  the  annual  value 
of  imports  and  ex{>orts 

Exports  and  imports  of  all  the  out-ports  of 
England  from  1793  to  1798 
Cuftoms  of  the  Port  of  London,  and  of  all 
England,  inwards  and  outwards,  from  171* 
to  1799 

Imports  and  Exports  to  and  from  London,  only 
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ed  - - - - SO,  ja 

Greatlv  aided  bv  receivers  of  old  iron  and  junk  50 
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ing probablv  about  too  - - 189 
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of  the  fliip,  how  to  bcpuni.licd  - ^07 — 509 

■c.  Seamen 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX'. 


Stamen  Their  punifliment  on  abfironding  during  the 
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mencemcntof  the  t8lh  century  . 8.  to.  14,  15 

Number  employed  in  the  coafting  trade  to  and 
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^ound  - . . j8 


13,444  foreign  and  coafting  traders  enter  the 
port  every  year  - . ib. 

Often  hindered  in  their  difeharge by  the  crowd- 
ed ftate  of  the  (iuays  - - 

Number  and  value  of  rargoes  erpofed  toplun- 
' ‘ der  ill  Ihips, &c.  and  on  the  wharfs,  It.  - 1S7 

Rurning  or  deftroying  ftiips,  the  laws  againft  507 — 509 
{Majiert)  of  Weft  India  ftiips,  their  certificate  ap- 
proving of  the  River  Police  . 228,  s. 

Siip  (Ov/ners) — general  view  of  the  depredations  com- 
mitted on  them  . - S5, 88 

Eftim.nted  at  45.000I.  per  ann.  . S5 

Their  liability  lor  lolTcs,  embezzlements,  Src. 

under  the  exifting  Laws  - 535 — 558 

Sloop t.  See  Craft. 

prevailed  ever  fincc  the  RcsTnucs  were  col- 
leifled  - - - 40,  f 

Spain — Depredations  on  the  trade  with,  eftimated  at 

io,oool.  annually  - - 123— 129 

Sta-.  es  and  timber  ftolen  on  the  River  - 73 

Suf'tiance  Wharfs,  fome  relief  afforded  to  trade  by  this 

cftablifliinent  - . *3' 

A Table  of  - - 3a 


Digitized  by  Coogid 


INDEX. 


A 


Sv^oT  Colonics,  (See  Weft  India  Trade) 

When  6rft  eilablifhcd 

Revenue  arifing  therefrom,  for  the  year  1798, 
- a .OOP  .pool.  - - . 

iQ  or  i_j  tons  of  fugar  plundered  from  one  fliip 
in  thecourie  of  delivery 
The  immenfe  quantity  plundered  in  1797 
The  value  of  this  article  fiolco  from  the  ware- 
houfes  yearly,  70,000!. 

Vaft  quantities  fold  by  the  journeymen  coopers 
- Regulations  concerning  this  article 

Quantity  of  fugar  imported  into  London  for 
near  £o  years,  from  1750  . 

Into  all  parts  of  England 

^»gar-Hcufes'Kczr  the  water-lidc,  wholly  fuppiied  by  the 

f lunder  from  fliips 
ndia)  Plunder  on 

SvjeJen.  Trade,  with  depredations  on,  eftimated  at  3,000!. 
per  annum  * ' 


Page 

Z 

ii. 


6o 


2l 

00,  Um 


a.  23c, 

23 


6a 

29 


Tdfile-Hcu/e,  Porters  regulated  by  the  City  - 337 

Tea  plundered  from  Ea(t  India  fhips  . ~ 9i 

Thamei  (River)  General  Ifatemcnt  of  the  authorities  rx- 
ercifiug  jurifdiclion  there,  viz.  The  Kiag-, 

The  ColporalKM  <f  Linden  ; The  Trinity-Houfex 
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